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	BURK’S FALLS: Scouts Canada has a fight on its hands as it tries to sell a 47-acre camp on Lake Cecebe that has been home to local Scouts for the past 57 years.
The 1st Burk’s Falls Scout Troop was informed on Wednesday, July 28th, that a head office decision had declared their camp surplus and that the camp will be put up for sale shortly.
In a letter to Troop Leader Ralph Snell, the executive of Scouts Canada’s Toronto headquarters writes that 1st Burk’s Falls Scout Troop’s Green Bay Camp will be sold to improve facilities for Scouts elsewhere in the province.
“We’re just speechless about this. I just can’t find the words to describe what they’re doing to us,” said Cub leader Cathy Snell after finding out area Scouts will be stripped of their camp.
In a short two days, local Scouting leaders and former Scouts have banded together to stop the Toronto decision and protect their proud heritage.
Magnetawan resident Derek Miller, who practices law in the Muskoka-Parry Sound region, is taking the case on pro-bono to protect the camp where he spent his boyhood Scouting days.
As well, a petition is already circulating in Burk’s Falls and surrounding communities to gather support for holding onto the camp.
As their attorney, Miller, is advising the Scouting leadership to remain mum on the particulars of legality of the move, though off-the-record there is no shortage of words.
Said one troop leader, “I’m disgusted. I just can’t believe they would do this.”
Part of the anger and sense of betrayal comes from how 1st Burk’s Falls Scout Troop was entrusted with Green Bay Camp more than five decades ago.
The 47 acres, with a mile of shoreline, was donated to 1st Burk’s Falls Scout Troop in 1947 as a permanent home for Scouting in the area.
Accessible only by water, the property hosts about 40 Scouts of all ages every year, as well as acting as an important stop over for different summer campers exploring the Magnetawan River.
The property holds an extra special attachment to the community because of a tragic accident shortly after the camp opened.
Dr. A. W. Partridge served as Burk’s Falls physician from early on in the 20th century, as well as holding the office of Reeve for a time. He is recognized as one of the first founders of the Scouting movement in the area. In fact, some of the first Scout meetings were held in a shed behind Dr. Partridge’s home.
Following WWII, Dr. Partridge’s son Frank became the Scout Master of the Burk’s Falls Troop. He, along with Scouts Jackie Wilson, Milt Wittick, George Radford and Elwood (Addie) Addison, selected the site in November 1946 after Frank convinced the good doctor to donate the land.
The camp was opened the following summer.
The tragedy occurred two years later when Frank was killed in a farming accident, in 1949. 
His dedication to the community and its young people was never forgotten, and 52 years after his death a cairn (memorial mound of rocks bearing a plaque) was built at Green Bay Camp in both Frank and his father’s memory.
Elwood Addison, an assistant troop leader at the time Green Bay was carved out, can still remember the passion the Partridges had for Scouting in this area. He can also count on one hand the number of summer camps he has missed at Green Bay.
“Dr. Partridge gave it (the camp) to the Boy Scouts here (emphasis on here), to have and to hold and be looked after,” said Addison.
And looked after it was.
While Green Bay is a wilderness camp without toilets or even drinking water, a lot of work was needed to make it what it is today.
“We used to do nothing on weekends but cut brush and pile it up,” said Addison. “Then we’d come back the next weekend and burn the huge piles. It was a lot like a pioneer type thing when we started it. It all had to be done by hand. No machinery whatsoever, because you couldn’t get it there.”
The hard work and comradery that went with it continues to be instilled in the minds of the men who graduated from Boy Scouts many years ago. 
Addison can remember how many members of Boy Scouts from the ‘40s and ‘50s paid a visit to see an old campsite during the dedication of the cairn to the Partridges, three years ago.
“They just wanted to come and walk around and see it one more time,” said Addison.
The long-time devoted Scout doesn’t like to talk about the motives behind the Toronto headquarter’s decision.
“I don’t know how they can say this group’s camp is more important than this group’s,” said Addison.
The letter from Toronto headquarters states, “In order to ensure the long-term financial health of our properties and better use of our limited resources, it has become necessary to sell 20 properties across Ontario. Funds generated from the sale of these properties will be invested in remaining facilities...”
That statement bristles Cub leader Cathy Snell, who also acts as the deputy area leader in the Scouts governance structure.
“They (Scouts Canada) have not put one dime into that camp since 1947,” said Snell. “Our group has always paid for that, along with local groups like the Lions and the Legion here in town (Burk’s Falls).
“We have never once submitted a bill to Scouts Canada.”
That, coupled with the fact that whatever money Scouts Canada can squeeze out the 1st Troop's land will go to improve other facilities, rubs Snell the wrong way.
“To me, our camp is the very essence and spirit of what Lord Baden-Powell (The founder of Boys Scouts) was talking about,” said Snell.
Addison agrees.
“We don’t even let them (Scouts) bring a battery powered radio to camp... Shoot, you get all these facilities and you might as well of stayed at home,” said Addison.
There is also concern that besides for the troop losing its natural home at Green Bay, fewer young people will look to Scouts as a worthwhile option once the troop no longer has its own camp.
“We’re self-sufficient,” said Addison. “We have fundraisers like Apple Day and chocolate bar sales... We have all those to earn money to make it possible for the kids to go to camp as cheaply as possible. What the heck are we going to do if they take it?”
Asked if he is concerned that Scouting attendance will drop off sharply without Green Bay Camp, Addison said, “Definitely.”
If the group looking to save 1st Burk’s Falls Scout Troop's history were to follow the process laid out by Scouts Canada executive, they would have 15 days to respond. The first six days of those days were taken up by mailing the notice to the troop. As of today, August 4th, the troop has just two days left for the appeal.
In background information sent to the troop, along with the letter stating the pending demise of Green Bay Camp, Scouts Canada management says it is the financial burden that is the reason for cashing in the property.
“The ownership and management of Scouts Canada properties has and will always be an emotionally charged issue. The commitment demonstrated by volunteers and staff alike who oversee these properties coupled with their efforts at maintaining camps, buildings and offices over the years is understood. However, we do not have the resources, the financial support, membership base, or the usage that would justify a business case for the continued ownership and upkeep of the 500 plus properties we own across Canada.”
In a question and answer format, Scouts Canada attempts to downplay several of the negative impacts their cashing in of the Partridge family donation will have.
For instance, “Q: Won’t closing properties negatively affect the quality of program provided to our members?
“A: Quite the contrary. In fact, we will now be able to invest much needed dollars in neighbouring Scouting properties so that we can offer even better programs.”
The background information even has an answer for the memorial created by the 1st Burk’s Falls troop to the Partridges’ contributions to local scouting.
“In order to preserve our traditions we intended to transfer some of the remembrances from properties that are closing to those neighbouring properties that will remain open,” reads the information sheet.
Cub leader Snell believes the next closest property is in the Haliburton area.
The Partridge family isn’t taking the news of their family’s endowment to Scouting being sold to the highest bidder lightly.
Snell ran into Dr. Partridge’s daughters while trying to see former Scouter Dr. David Dempster and told them Scout Canada’s plan.
“To say they (Dr. Partridge’s daughters) were speechless and upset is an understatement,” said Snell.
The lawyer battling for retention of Green Bay Camp, Derek Miller, was unavailable for comment before press time.


