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l-llr wie lose this camp, we'll looe
oy fdendeg”

These words, uttered Friday by
Dave Desmarais, the area oxmmis-
sloner  for Stormont  Glengarey
mcoalls Cangka, were oot 512 awn. Bt
they brought home the sentiment
held by the hundeeds of Jocal sooirs
it Degnders as they fce the closure of
the Camp Apple Hill Scout Reserve

“1 was lalking to a man who was
actually a leader hers when this
camp was built in %l said
Desmarais. "He salbd those words.
it they résally are true.”

Un Friday afternoon. Desmarals
gathersd with a handful of aders
and scouts ot the camp, lecated on 300
acres of wilder ness st east ol Apple
Hill, nesar a0 new wooden chagpel, aalt
last week by a group af voung people
in the amea as part of the Werd
Changers program. Around the same
time the ragged straetiee was being
erecied, afficials with Seouts Canada
wene drafting a letter telling the
proup the property on which the
AL b Located will be put g for sale

“hver the past decade, momber
ship in Scowis Canada has dropped,”
sabl Desinarais, “and they now find
themselves with more properties
than the membership can support
rat bl

The national organization has
decided to dispose of 20 leased prop
ertiesand 10 camisd properties aoross
Onizrio, and although the local
proaLp was bl a Gew mooths aeo thy
wintld b spared, they found ot 1ast
month they're on the list.
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Scouts protest camp closure
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TAKING A STAND Members of the 2nd Alexandiia Scouts Kyle MacCrimman, left,
10, Nahan MacCrimman, centre, 10, and Matthew Thamas, 17, 1eak part i 4 déman-
stration a1 Camp Apple Hill Scout Reserve Friday Soouts Canada has Ested the camp
as one of 30 propesties in Ortario 10 b $okd by the nationa! organization.

“Disposal af this properly will
hinve a nevgative effect on the vouth of
cur community” sald Desmarais.
“Soouting groops will be faced with a
two-and-one-half to three-hour drive
each way to go camping. The clogest
=oaut camps (e these loeated south
of Perth or in the Quebes

A 15diny appeal process 8 now
wnder way, and leaders are complling

information and letters of suppor (o
present 10 Seoqts Cansuda aficials in
bopes of saving the facility

*The comumunity support 15 thepe,”
eabd Wade Bates, camp warden. Al
the: money o operate this camp over
the vears las been eaised locally in
thse B of scouting.™

Parents and leaders said losing the
camp Wil lsave a deastie ofTect on the
local eaut membership,



