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Scout battles Scouts over camp sale 
Last Updated: Aug 6 2004 10:23 AM EDT 
OTTAWA - A 43-year-old Scout camp in Eastern Ontario is on the verge of disappearing, as the national organization tries to grapple with a diminishing roll call. 

Scouts Canada has decided to sell Camp Apple Hill, near Alexandria, by the end of this month – one of 20 in Ontario, including six in Eastern Ontario, it wants to unload. The camp is 300 acres of forest, southeast of Ottawa 

The problem for Scouts Canada is that there are fewer than half the number of scouts now (130,000), than there were when most of the camps were built. 

The organization says it has more camps than needed and can't hang on to the ones no one wants to use. 

Scout leader Dave Desmarais takes exception to that. 

"Camp Apple Hill does pay for itself. This camp has run on the support of the community," said Desmarais, the area commissioner for the Stormont and Glengarry scouts. 

He argues that his area already got rid of one camp last year, and if this one is sold with the rest on the list, the next closest is three hours away. 

Scouts Canada spokesperson Jennifer Austin says the camps up for sale simply failed the organization's standard. 

"I can tell you the criteria: usage levels, compliance with environmental and safety standards," she said. 

"We also have to make sure there is financial viability of the camp. And the final criteria is whether or not, the camp meets the needs of our members today in terms of what programs they want." 

Scouts Canada says members want water access, places to climb, bunking and dining facilities. Apple Hill doesn't offer all those things. 

Still, Desmarais thinks Camp Apple Hill is a bad choice for sale, partly because he estimates it would only fetch around $30,000 on the market. 

"We're hoping to get an extension, but I haven't had any news as to when that's going to come through," he said. 

The deadline for the Camp Apple Hill appeal is Friday. If rejected, the camp could be listed for sale by the end of August. 
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