L@cal Scouters to appeal
-~ Apple Hill camp closing

By STeves Waszigmon
Nyws bditor
Lol stouting leaders 2re 2ppeal-
ing 2 Soouts Canada dedsion fo
shut down a 300acre scout camp
near Apple Hill
“Camp Apple Hill Scout Reserve..
has been serving the youth of
Eastern Ontano singe %61, cad
Stormont-Glengarm's Arcd
Commissioner, David Desenarais, at
the Apple Hill campground on
Friday aftemnoon. “Disposal of this
propedy will have a negative effect
:;m l:he vouth of our }:munumlv
will be taced with a
g:'T:tn:nl:1l;:r drive each way o
-r.am ing. The closest Sdout
vn'll thase located south
erih or in the Cluebec
Laurenhana
Mr. Desmarais learned of the deci-
sion by way of a July 21 letter. In the
letter, the Vovageur Coungl
Commissioner, John Bovee, and
Eveculive  Dhireclor,  Warren
McMeekin, informed him that the
Apple Hill facility, located on
Kenyon Cone. 2,§s one of 2 in the
provinge that will be sold “in order

?Jhﬂ

| o ensure the long-term financial

from the sale of the A

health of our properties and better
e
radded that funds genera
Tl'bf} IE'F Hill and
other reserves would be used fo
enhance remaining facilities and o
recruil more scouts in this era of
declming membership.

But Mr. Desmarais says that
unlibe the rest of the province,
Stormont-Glengarry has seen 2n
increase in scouting members. He
added that the Stormont-Glengarry
miembership also elected fo clese its
Comwallarea  facility, Camp
Tsotahoteh, last vear in order 1o
{E'-liirlrlu:mtrabe its resources on Apple

But while fogal membership may
be up, local Scout beader
Bates conbesses that the Apple Hill
tactliny is sBll underwsed. He s
it's pecause of special ciroamslances,
ntk & trend.

“The e storm darmaged a lot of
otr tees and our main cabin was
burned down in a sugpicious fire in
3,7 he savs, He added that the
camp only served about 30
camnpers atter the fire. Bedore that, it
served about 5.

Mr. Desmarais added Ehat the
Stormont-Glengarry Scouts have
operated the Apple Hill camp with.
out any financs assislance from
Scouts Canada. As such, he is not
agking for financial support. Rather,
he is asking the public to send him
letters of support asking Scouls
Camada to reconsider its decision.

Letters cam be e-mailed to either
daveligrouprenaissance.com o
wadebalesitsympaticota  or
mailed to . Desmarais, PO Box 55,
Dalkeith, Cmtario, KOB-1ED They
should be sent as soon as possible as
Mr. Desmarais must file his appeal
by Aug. b,

Neither Mr. Mchleekin or Mr.
Bovoe could be reached for com-

mend,

“Wade



