PLAYER ETIQUETTE

Turn out

Please try to turn yourself and your horse out as smartly as possible.  

Please remember the following points

· Tack should be well-maintained and clean

· Breastplates and overgirths must be worn

· Bubble ring gag bits should be avoided as other horses’ tack can snag on the ‘bubbles’.  (If used they must have the lower ring sawn off)

· Pennine saddlecloths or a dark blue numnah should be used (Alison can supply Pennine saddlecloths for sale if anyone needs one)

· All horses’ manes must be tidy and tails should be plaited and securely taped

· White polo bandages should be worn and taped in place

· Horses and ponies must wear 4 over-reach boots (taped up if there is any risk of them coming off in play)

· Team shirts should be collected from Alison Sics’ lorry on Friday evening and returned on Sunday after the awards ceremony

· White polo jeans or cream jodhpurs must be worn

· Any buckles on boots, knee pads or spurs should be taped to prevent injuries to other horses (Polocrosse is a contact sport!)

· Whips (if used) should conform to the guidelines issued in the Polocrosse Year Book (check with a senior player if in doubt)

· Studs
(if used) must conform to the guidelines in the Polocrosse Year Book and be reported to the umpire before play starts

· Each team should present to play with a suitable match ball

· Each team captain (nominated on Friday evening) must know who the goal judges and table person will be for their match before
declaring

· Umpires must always wear correct playing gear and make sure that the umpire’s horse has protection on its front legs and hooves

Conduct

This probably doesn’t need mentioning, but just as a reminder ….

The umpire’s decision is always final.  It is counter-productive to argue as well as unsportsmanlike.  The umpire will probably give the other team an advantage if you indicate any displeasure.

At the presentation the club has always had the custom of going up for prizes dressed in playing shirts and removing head gear.

One final piece of essential equipment is a smile!  The officials, timekeepers, umpires etc. are volunteers and are giving up their time to help you play.  Please reward them with good humour and courtesy – it doesn’t cost anything and makes a great difference.

