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Pegasus Pony Club Inc Handbook

Welcome to Pegasus Pony Club!  This guide has been prepared as an orientation for new members and a reference guide for existing members.  Please note that this is a guide only and is by no means exhaustive.  Further information should be sought where required, especially in relation to official PCASA  rules.
Abusive Behaviour

Abusive behaviour towards other persons or animals, as defined by the committee, will not be tolerated by Pegasus Pony Club, and it is a direct infringement of the PCASA aims and objectives (see below).  Our members are the ambassadors of Pegasus and as such, this behaviour is severely frowned upon.  The incident will be noted by the committee and taken into consideration for annual trophy selection.  Pegasus Pony Club reserves the right to ask a rider to continue the event dismounted and assist with the running of the rally, or in extreme cases, to cancel membership without refund

Achievement Strips

The PCASA offer various achievement strips, including: bareback riding, campdrafting, care of saddlery, clipping, musical ride, first aid, clipping, grooming, orienteering, preliminary riding, service to clubs, show grooming, team ride, tentpegging, trail riding, vaulting, distance ride, hunting, polocrosse. From time to time Pegasus arrange for testing for riders to earn their strips.  Those who meet the criteria and pass their test will be given a badge or strip to sew onto the arm of their PC jumper.  Full details of each strip are in the rule book, downloadable from www.ponyclub.asn.au 

Adult Members

Pegasus Pony Club welcomes riding and social members of all ages.  It is not uncommon for parents and their children to be riding together at the same rally.

Adult members are defined as those 26 years and over (see: Members below).  During zone and state competitions adult members are judged separately from junior riders.  There is a restricted amount of events for adult members: such as an Adult Horse of the Year Comp and Gymkhana Events.  One adult member can be in the team of four dressage on the flat B Team at Zone finals.  One associate member can compete in the team of 4 on the flat at State Champs.

Age of horses attending rallies

The minimum age of horses attending club rallies and functions is 3 years.  Participation of any horse will be at the Committee’s discretion.  For jumping events, the rules of the PCASA shall apply ie. four years minimum.

Aims and Objectives

The aims and objectives for Pegasus are the same as those of the South Australian Pony Club Association:

· To encourage young people to ride and learn to enjoy all kinds of sports connected with horses and riding.

· To provide instruction in riding and horsemanship and to instil in members the proper care of their animals.

· To promote the highest ideals of sportspersonship, citizenship and loyalty, thereby cultivating strength of character and self discipline in the members.

Alcohol

The consumption of alcohol is discouraged at Pony Club events.  The consumption of alcohol by minors will not be tolerated.  Underage riders caught drinking alcohol will be asked to dismount for the rest of the event and be required to assist with the running of the rally.  The incident will be noted by the committee and taken into consideration for annual trophy selection.  In extreme cases, Pegasus Pony Club reserves the right to cancel membership without refund.

APCC

For more information about the Australian Pony Club Council visit: http://www.ponyclub-australia.org/

Awards

Trophies are awarded during the AGM held at the club in June/July.  The criteria for each trophy/award is listed below.  Some time before the AGM, pro formas are handed out to riders to fill out with their achievements, to help the committee make decisions.  Events can only be included from the relevant financial year.  It is the responsibility of members to fill out and submit their riding CV’s before May, to give the committee time to take them into consideration.  It is a good idea, therefore, to keep your own running record of performances/attendances and achievements throughout the year.

Top Point Trophy

Points taken from the roll book TO THE END OF MAY.  Includes attendances card, gear, uniform and arriving on time.  Highest points receives Trophy, Rosette and Merit Certificate.  2nd and 3rd Highest Points receive Rosette and Merit Certificate.  The next NINE highest points receive a Merit Certificate.

Gear Check Trophy

Points taken from the roll book TO THE END OF MAY.  Cleanliness and presentation of the horse.

Malcolm Norman Encouragement Trophy

To encourage a battler to keep trying.  An instructor/committee choice.

International Harvester Most Improved Showjumping Trophy

For the rider who has shown most consistent improvement throughout the year jumping at the Pegasus grounds.  An instructor/committee choice.

Club Trophies

14 years and under and Over 15 years.  These are awarded to members who throughout the year have displayed an enthusiastic approach towards rallies and outside functions on and off their horse.  An instructor/committee choice.

Lance Watkins Novelty Trophy

To encourage the most improved novelty rider.  Presented to the most improved novelty rider in the club.  An instructor/committee choice.

Mulberry Park Dressage Trophy

To encourage the most improved dressage rider in the club.  Presented to the most improved dressage rider in the club.  An instructor/Committee choice. (Formerly the ‘Company Creek Farm Dressage Trophy’).

Junette Fletcher Perpetual Trophy

Presented to the most determined, persistent and enthusiastic rider of any age at any levl or discipline throughout the year.  Can only be won once.  An instructor/committee choice.

Terry Sheeky Memorial Trophy

Presented to members representing Pegasus with pride in all areas.  Fro enthusiasm of Club moral, support to club members of all ages, helping out at gymkhanas and club rallies.  They must be a financial member for one year and can only win this trophy once.  An instructor/committee choice.

President’s Out’N’About Trophy

Presented to the rider of any age competing extensively in equestrian events external to normal Pegasus Club rallies.  Must have attended a minimum of the equivalent of six club rallies.  Can only be won once.  An instructor/committee choice.

Joe Pollard Champion of Champions Trophy

Presented to the rider of any age who has won a significant number of recognised champion and reserve champion awards at any recognized event throughout the year.  Includes breed, encourage, open, EFA, Agricultrual shows and Inter School competitions.  Can only be won once.  An instructor/committee choice.

IPS Award

Presented to a member for Innovation, Perseverance and Service.

Achievement Awards

At the discretion of the committee.

Service Awards

At the discretion of the committee.

Special Awards

At the discretion of the committee.

Life Membership

At the discretion of the committee.

Backseat Instructing

We know how frustrating it can be when you know that your friend or relative is not performing to the best of their ability.  Please support the instructor by refraining from calling out comments and criticism from the sidelines.  It distracts your friend/relative from the content of the lesson and may confuse the rider – both of which compromise risk management.  At times, instructors will ignore some insignificant faults for the sake of introducing something new to a rider or for making it easier for a rider to focus on a more significant issue.  If you have concerns about something your friend/relative is doing during the lesson, please wait until the end and ask the instructor if you can discuss it with them.

Club Colours

The Pegasus Pony Club colours are maroon and gold.

Club Insignia

The Pegasus Pony Club insignia is a winged horse.  

Coaching

Full details of the various Pony Club Coaching Qualifications can be obtained from the PCASA website: www.ponyclub.asn.au  The level 1 NCAS (Pony Club) is a nationally recognised qualification.

Course Building Qualifications

The PCASA has recently developed course building qualifications in conjunction with the EFA-SA.  Visit www.ponyclub.asn.au for more details.

Committee

Pegasus Pony Club is administered by a committee who are elected at an Annual General Meeting held in July.  Committee meetings are held on the first Monday night of each month at the clubrooms.

Constitution

A copy of the Pegasus Pony Club Inc. constitution can be obtained from the club secretary.

Dangerous Horses

A dangerous horse is any horse that is not under the control of its rider or handler. If a committee member or instructor considers that a horse is a danger to its rider and to other people and horses, Pegasus Pony Club reserves the right to take action accordingly.    This is in everyone’s interests.

Dogs

All dogs brought onto the grounds must be on a leash and under the effective restraint of a capable handler.

Drugs and Doping

Pegasus Pony Club will not tolerate the usage of illegal substances by any of its members or the administration of illegal substances to horses.  Pegasus Pony Club is obliged to report such instances to the relevant authorities.  All incidences will be noted by the committee and taken into consideration for annual trophy selection.  In extreme cases, Pegasus Pony Club reserves the right to cancel membership without refund.

Fitness

Consideration of the horse’s welfare is of the highest priority at Pegasus Pony Club and in the Pony Club movement.  If an instructor considers your horse to be too unfit to cope with the demands of the lesson or the rally, you may be asked to dismount for as long as required by the instructor, and to join in with the rally unmounted.

Likewise, if an instructor considers the rider to be too unfit or likewise to participate safely in a lesson or the rally, they may ask the rider to dismount.  

Parents are riders are asked to respect the rights and responsibilities of the instructor in such circumstances.

Floats

Horses can only be tied to floats that are securely attached to a vehicle.  For more information about safe float use, see the downloadable article at: www.ponyclub.asn.au
Fundraising

The club relies on fundraising to keep providing an affordable and quality service to members.  Our biggest fundraisers are the gymkhanas held each year, which are some of the most popular and well attended gymkhanas in the state.  This is why it’s so important that all members contribute to the smooth running of our shows by offering to help on the day or during the working bee to set up on the day beforehand.  Part of the popularity of our shows is attributed to our wonderful sponsors.  If you know of anyone who may be interested in sponsoring an event or new piece of equipment, please contact a committee member.  And please support our sponsors wherever possible!

The other way that we have been able to upgrade our grounds, equipment and club rooms has been through our very successful track record with community grants.  If you come across a grant/scholarship that you feel Pegasus Pony Club would be eligible for, please contact a committee member with your suggestion.  You can write the grant application on the club’s behalf, or we can arrange to have it written by another member. 

Gate

The gate is to be kept closed at all times.

Gear Check

Gear check happens at the beginning of each rally, and later, when you begin to compete with Pony Club, you will find that it also happens before each event at a competition.  The reasons that Pony Club carries out gear checks is firstly to ensure the safety of the rider, and secondly to ensure the comfort and safety of the horse or pony.  Gear checks at Pegasus are always carried out by an experienced member of the Pony Club.  If you have any questions about how to correctly fit tack on your pony, or what type of saddlery/equipment is best for you, our gear checkers are most willing to help by answering your questions and providing advice.  The gear checker may ask you to dismount to alter the fit of your saddlery.  Please be considerate of gear checkers and other riders whilst waiting for your turn to be gear checked, by keeping your horse at a safe distance from other horses and at a safe angle (eg. Don’t turn your horse away from another such that its hind quarters end up aimed at another horse or person!).

Gear Check Guidelines

· Stirrup leathers – stitching must be in good condition.  Folds where stirrup iron hands will be checked for cracking.

· Saddle blanket – Pony Club colours, gold blanket, maroon edging, no dirt, built up hair or hardened sweat underneath.

· Clean bit – bit should be cleaned of chewed and dried grass.

· Correct bit – the bit should be fitted correctly, be of the correct width for the horse or pony, and be in accordance with PCASA rules.

· Saddle fit – It is most important that the saddle does not sit on the spine or the withers of the horse/pony (unmounted and with rider in saddle), that the panels be even in contact along its back, and is in accordance with PCASA rules.  If you are in doubt, bring some towels with you to the rally and a knowledgeable member will help to improve your saddle fit temporarily.  In borderline cases, you may be told that you cannot jump in your saddle.

· Horse Groomed – the horse/pony should be brushed to remove tangles, mud and prickles from mane and tail.  Particular attention should be made to the bridle, saddle and girth area.  Its coat should be brushed and free of sweat marks, loose hair and mud.  The horse/pony need not be clean to the skin, especially in cold weather.

· Girth – stitching must be in good repair, the girth clean and fitted correctly.  The gear checker will ask you to adjust your girth if it is too firm or too loose.

· Halter and Lead – make sure you have these with you at each rally, together with a small feed for your horse/pony.  We recommend you bring your own bucket for water for hygiene reasons, but there is a communal trough on the grounds for your use also.

· Hooves – should be trimmed to an appropriate length, and if worn, shoes should be in good order. Hooves should always be picked out and oiled.  At Pony Club we do not promote the use of hoof blackener, as it dries out the hoof.

· Bridle – should be clean and in good repair, without stitching coming undone or cracked leather.  Browband, throatlash and noseband (if used) will be checked for fit and the gear checker may ask you to dismount to make changes.  The reins must be in two pieces with a buckle in between (not one continuous piece).  The width of the reins should be appropriate for the rider’s fingers.

Guest Instructors

Sometimes we will arrange a guest instructor for a rally.  This usually involves a subsidised fee in addition to the rally fee.  Details of guest instructors will, time permitting, appear in newsletters and will be circulated through email.  If you are interested in arranging a guest instructor, please speak to a committee member or arrange to attend a committee meeting to put your idea forward.

Helmet

The following helmets are permitted at Pony Club rallies and events: AS/NZS 3838:1998, EN 1384 and ASTN F1163.

Riders will not be allowed to ride on club grounds unless they are wearing a helmet meeting these requirements.  This is a non-negotiable safety, risk management and insurance issue.

History

Pegasus Pony Club was established in 1953 by its founding member Margaret Clarke.  Margaret has published several books on horsemanship.  Pegasus is the oldest South Australian Pony Club and has celebrated its 40th and 50th birthdays with style.  Both of these celebrations included a 16 horse square dance on horseback, which is rarely practiced in the state nowadays.

Horse SA

The Horse Federation of SA is the peak body for equestrian interests in South Australia.  Pegasus Pony Club encourages its members to join Horse SA to support its work on behalf of the horse riding community.  The Horse SA website has updated notice boards, classifieds, competition calendars, grants and scholarships information, course information and almost everything else related to horse riding in this state.  You can subscribe to regular email alerts for free and keep in touch with what’s going on.  Visit: www.horsesa.asn.au

Important Information

Make sure that you tell your instructor anything you think they may need to know before your lesson starts.  You can say it quietly if you like – you don’t have to tell the instructor in front of everyone if you don’t want to!  For example, you may be too nervous to jump, your horse might kick, this may be the first time you’ve ridden your horse, your pony might be unfit or you may have pulled a muscle at netball the day before and have a sore shoulder.  

Insurance

Pegasus Pony Club is covered by the PCASA’s insurance policy (Aon).  Policy details are available from the PCASA website.  Because of recent changes to insurance policies and our desire to protect the integrity of Pegasus Pony Club, all riders must be fully financial members to be eligible to ride on our grounds during official rallies/events.

International Mounted Games

4 countries take part in the Pony Club International Mounted Games Exchange.  Riders must be under 16 years of age.  For more information see: http://www.ponyclub-australia.org/docs/imgrules03.pdf
Interpacific Exchange

Every 2 years 11 countries take part in the interpacific exchange.  Members in the exchange must be 17 and under 21 years of age and have their B certificate (see: Syllabus below).  For more information see: http://www.ponyclub-australia.org/docs/ipacrules03.pdf
Junior Committee

Pegasus Pony club also has a junior committee which consists of all riding members of the club.  The aim of the Junior Committee is for our riders to voice their opinions and contribute to the direction of their own club.  The meetings are run by position holders who have been elected by club members, and who deliver their report to the ‘adult’ committee.  Meetings take place at the clubrooms during lunch break on the first rally day of each month.  New riders are always welcome to attend.

Lameness/Soreness/Unsoundness

Consideration of the horse’s welfare is of the highest priority at Pegasus Pony Club and in the Pony Club movement.  If an instructor considers your horse to be too lame/sore/unsound to cope with the demands of the lesson or the rally, you may be asked to dismount for as long as required by the instructor, and to join in with the rally unmounted.

Likewise, if an instructor considers the rider to be too sore or likewise to participate safely in a lesson or the rally, they may ask the rider to dismount.  

Parents are riders are asked to respect the rights and responsibilities of the instructor in such circumstances.

Lateness

If you are late for your lesson, the instructor may refuse to allow you to join in, for safety reasons.  If this is the case, you will be asked to tie up your horse and help the instructor or someone else on the grounds.  You cannot begin any lessons without a gear check.  If you are late for a gear check, you will need to find someone to gear-check you and your horse before the next available class.  Depending on the afternoon’s activities, you may not be able to take part if you have not been to a morning lesson (applies especially to jumping).  This is also for safety reasons as the instructor has not had an opportunity to assess your skills or your horse’s capabilities.

Leading Rein

Leading beginner riders is an important part of making sure they feel safe and comfortable on their horses.  But we want to make sure that the person doing the leading is safe too!  That’s why we’ve adopted the following guidelines:

1.         The handler is to lead the rider from the near side of the 
pony/mount

2.        The handler is to remain as close as possible to the girth, 
level with the rider and ready to assist the rider if 
needed

3.        The handler will hold the lead in the left hand, leaving 
right hand free to be of most value - a safety net to the 
rider

4. Leads must be attached to the noseband or halter – NOT to the bit

5.        Snaffle bridles with cavesson nosebands only

6.        No chains allowed

7.        Handlers must wear suitable footwear

8.        ‘Monkey’ or neck straps are encouraged

9.        Handlers who do not show sufficient control of the 
leading-rein mount will be asked to leave the class or 
rally activity and remove the rider from the pony/mount

10.
Helmets and gloves are recommended for the handler’s 
safety

11.  
Leading-rein riders should not to be taken over jumps

Leaving Lessons Early

It is extremely impolite to instructors and inconvenient for your colleagues if you leave a lesson early without notice.  If you need to cut your lesson short unexpectedly, please walk your horse to the instructor and notify them.  If you know that you will have to cut a lesson short, please notify the instructor before the lesson begins.

Lunging

There is to be no lunging on the grounds unless under the specific instruction of a PCASA Level 1 instructor or EFA instructor.  This rule has been developed in light of some extremely unsafe lunging practices.  Lunging is not an effective way to calm a horse down.  If you need to settle a horse or warm up a horse with a cold back etc, you can lead the horse in-hand around the grounds prior to your lesson.  Pegasus Pony Club encourages you to do so whilst wearing proper riding boots, an approved helmet and gloves.  Guidelines for lunging are available from: www.ponyclub.asn.au
Locality Map
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Location

Greenwith Road, Golden Grove

Medical Conditions/Considerations

Pegasus Pony Club suggests that riders, parents and guardians notify the committee and instructors of any medical conditions/considerations or other related issues which they feel are important to be known.  Such issues may include asthma, diabetes, dyslexia etc.

Members

Members are defined as follows:

Member: Rider under the age of 17 years.

Associate Member: Rider 17 years or over and under the age of 21 years.

Senior Member: Rider of 21 years of age and under 26 years.

Adult Member: Rider 26 years and over 

Social Member: Non riding member

Membership

Membership of Pegasus Pony Club entitles the member to attend rallies, of which there are approximately 20 per year.  It also entitles members to compete at Zone Events and State Championships.  Pegasus members do not need to pay day insurance for non-Pegasus events held on its grounds (such as shows held by the Andalusian Society and the Competitor’s Association).  Pegasus Pony Club often organises subsidised or non-profit clinics, schools etc for its members with qualified instructors.  All members are covered by the insurance policy held by the PCASA.

Membership Fees

The membership fees for the year 2005-2006 are as follows:

Individual Membership

Riding Member Under 26 yrs 

$75.00

Riding Member Over 26yrs 

$55.00

Social Member



$10.00

Family Membership

1st riding Member Under 26

$75.00

2nd Riding Member Under 26

$70.00

3rd & subsequent Riding Member Under 26 

$65.00

Mobile Phones

Riders are asked not to bring and use mobile phones to their lessons.  They are disruptive to the class, disrespectful to the instructor and may scare a horse.  If you have a legitimate reason for carrying a mobile phone, please notify the instructor prior to your lesson.

Newsletter

The Pegasus Pony Club newsletter is published monthly online at www.pegasus.filetap.com.  It is the responsibility of each member to check the web for updated newsletters and to keep in touch with current information.  At a state level, up to date information can also be found at the state website which is updated regularly: www.ponyclub.asn.au  Important notices are often sent to members who have given a valid email address, but it is emphasised that members should not rely on this as a source of information.  It is member responsibility to ensure that all contact details (email included) are current.

If you would like to be added to the electronic distribution list or make a submission to the newsletter, please contact our newsletter editor Narrie Macartney on 8390 2237 or email: aasta@arcom.com.au

Northern Eastern Riding Clubs (NERC)

Since 2003, Pegasus Pony Club has been affiliated with NERC.  NERC is a body of numerous riding clubs that hold competitions on each other’s grounds.  The other clubs involved in NERC are: One Tree Hill PC, Williamstown PC and Para Plains PC.  All financial members of Pegasus are eligible to compete at NERC events with no additional membership cost.  Uniform at NERC competitions is the same as for Pegasus Pony Club competitions.  NERC competitions offer a great environment for Pegasus members to compete widely without having to pay extra membership costs or having to purchase expensive show equipment.  They are also the ideal opportunity for non-professional adults who are not interested in EFA competition to compete and test their skills.

NERC events include: the Nora Kelly Dressage and Showjumping Teams competition, a 
Gymkhana including the Colin O'Brien Memorial novelty team event and
Timed Trials (over cross country type hunt fences).
Open Minded

We acknowledge that you may have joined Pegasus Pony Club for various reasons (improving your riding, meeting new friends, learning new skills, riding in company) but we assume that you have joined because you are willing to be open minded.  Horses are as individual as people and respond to a variety of approaches.   All we ask is that you listen without any presuppositions and have a go, so long as you feel comfortable and confident in doing so.  You don’t know what might work for you until you try it!

Pace

Horses are to be ridden only at a walk when there is no instructor or committee member present and in a supervisory position.  There is to be no jumping unless under the same conditions.  Riders caught doing so may be asked to dismount for a lesson or for a rally.

PCASA

Pegasus Pony Club is a member of the Pony Club Association of South Australia (PCASA)

It governs state events, training, coaching and so on.  For updated information about rules, training, events etc. visit: www.ponyclub.asn.au
Postal Address

PO Box 677, St Agnes, SA 5097.
Prince Philip National Mounted Games

National competition.  For more details see: http://www.ponyclub-australia.org/
Rallies

Rallies are usually held on the first and third Sunday of each month from February to early December.  Check the board on the roadside for confirmation of the next rally.  Each rally will begin with a gear-check at 10:00am and the first riding session at 10:30am.  Flatwork is compulsory in the morning for all riders.  Lunch break is from 12pm to 1:00pm and the afternoon riding sessions end at 2pm.  Each rally costs only $5.

Rally Points

At each rally points are allocated for being in uniform, on time and following gear check requirements.  These points count towards the Pegasus Top Point Trophy, which is awarded annually.

· Attendance Points – These are given for attending a rally, you must take part in at least the morning session to gain points.

· On Time – Book in with the Roll Secretary before 10:00am to receive your points.

· In Uniform – These are given if you are wearing your complete Pegasus Uniform, including when presenting to roll secretary (the yellow polo shirts with logo are uniform for warm rally days only and are not to be worn at Pony Club competitions or other official events).

· Note that you can only ride in riding boots – sneakers are not allowed.

· Wearing Helmet – The roll secretary must see your Australian/New Zealand 3838 or EN 1384 or ASTN F1163 helmet.  Without it you will not be able to ride.

· No earrings – riders must not wear earrings when attending any Pony Club rally or competition.  New piercings can be covered with bandaids or similar.

· Has card – Your card is to record attendances at rallies for the horse listed on the card.  If you bring more than one horse, you must apply for a card for each horse and each horse must be gear checked.

Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Show

Members of the PCASA are eligible to ride in two events at the Royal Show without being RAHS or EFA members. 

1) The Helen Junge Memorial Trophy Novice 2:3 dressage test 

For riders 10 to 17 years, no minimum height for horse, no performance record required, cannot enter any other dressage tests on the day. $50 trophy and inscribed riding whip for the winner.  Entries close approximately July.  Contact the Show Society for entry forms early in the year.

2) The H-in-A Competitor’s Association Good Hands Competition

Judged in 2 groups: 12 and under/13 and under 18.  Riders must use a snaffle bridle only.  No gloves or whips allowed but spurs may be worn.  Riders need to be members of the H-in-A Competitor’s Association ($35) and have placed 1st to 3rd in a rider class at any EFA SA affiliated show or gymkhana within 12 months of close of entry.

Rules, Policy etc.

Pegasus Pony Club is governed by the rules of the Pony Club Association of SA.  These rules are updated annually and are available online from: http://www.ponyclub.asn.au.

Senior Mounted Games Championship

National competition.  For more details see: http://www.ponyclub-australia.org/
Smoking

Smoking is discouraged at Pony Club and forbidden by anyone in Pony Club uniform on the Pegasus Pony Club grounds or any Pony Club event.  Smoking by minors is not permitted.  Riders caught smoking may be asked to dismount for the rest of the rally and assist with the running of the rally. The incident will be noted by the committee and taken into consideration for annual trophy selection.  In extreme cases, Pegasus Pony Club reserves the right to cancel membership without refund.

Soreness

See lameness.

Sponsorship

If you would like to sponsor a Pegasus Pony Club event or installation, or you have suggestions regarding sponsorship, please discuss this with the Club President.

Structure of Pegasus Pony Club

President
Vice President

Secretary
Roll-Call Secretary

Treasurer
Chief Instructor/Rally Co-ordinator

Committee
Junior Committee

Structure of Pony Club in Australia
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Swapping Classes

You are not allowed to switch classes without the permission of both the instructor you are leaving and the one you are going to.  This will only be allowed in exceptional circumstances and only at such a stage during a lesson that you can be incorporated into the other group.

Swearing

Pegasus Pony Club will not tolerate swearing by any of its members at any Pony Club event, regardless of to whom it is directed.  Our members are the ambassadors of Pegasus and as such, this behaviour is severely frowned upon.  The incident will be noted by the committee and taken into consideration for annual trophy selection.  Pegasus Pony Club reserves the right to ask a rider to continue the event dismounted and assist with the running of the rally, or in extreme cases, to cancel membership without refund.

Syllabus

The Syllabus of Instruction is the official name to the levels of achievement that a Pony Club member can be examined for.  They have to be done in a particular order and some have minimum age requirements.  Each level involves knowledge, horsepersonship and riding.  There is one non-riding certificate (H).  Once a rider passes a ‘certificate’, they are given a certificate and a badge to sew onto their club jumpers.  You can buy the syllabus book from the state office or from the club (if there are sufficient stocks) to see what is involved in each certificate.  The syllabus is re-assessed every few years so you will need to make sure you have the most recent edition.  More information about the syllabus can be obtained from www.ponyclub.asn.au or http://www.ponyclub-australia.org/
Temperature

Pegasus Pony Club has a hot weather policy in the interests of horses and riders.  There will be no rally if the forecast is for over 35 degrees.  There may be a beach rally scheduled in its place, if sufficient interest is shown.

Tying horses

Horses at Pony Club are to be tied to a secure post or float via twine (never to anything unsecured or to a hay net).  This is to minimise damage to property, halters and horses within the Pony Club environment. Horses should never be tied long enough to enable them to get a leg over their rope or to get the rope stuck in anything such as a float mudguard.  It is better to tie a horse a little short than too long.  A good guide is to have the rope about the length of the horse’s head.  Horses should never be tied by their bridle.  Always tie a horse to a halter.  Remove the bridle if the horse is eating or is to be tied for an extended period of time.  If not, secure the reins safely so that they can’t slide sideways or over the horse’s head and become entangled in its legs.

Uniform

Club colours are maroon and gold.  Saddle blankets are gold with maroon trim and Pegasus logo (winged horse).  

The winter/formal uniform is gold shirt, maroon tie, maroon jumper with gold trim and beige/fawn/cream jodhpurs.  PCASA badges are worn on the jumper.

The winter informal/X-country uniform is the same as above with a Pegasus Pony Club long-sleeved Rugby Top.

The summer/informal uniform is gold polo shirt with Pegasus logo and beige/fawn/cream jodhpurs.

Shirts, Polos, Rugby Tops, Ties, Saddle-blankets, badges and (from time to time) ribboned brow bands are available for purchase from the club-rooms.  From time to time pre-loved uniform items are available in the clubrooms.  Please see the secretary for current prices.

At your first few rallies, before you have purchased your uniform, try to keep as close to the above as possible.  However, you must wear proper riding boots and an approved helmet (see Helmet, above).  Jeans are unacceptable.

Unsoundness

See Lameness.

Vehicles

Only horse trucks and vehicles with floats attached are permitted to park on the Pegasus Pony Club grounds during any event.  This is a precaution to minimise damage to horses and vehicles.

Working Bees

Pegasus Pony Club often holds working bees prior to its major fundraising events (such as shows or gymkhanas).  These are often held the day before, or the rally beforehand.  Pegasus encourages all members to attend working bees for a brief amount of time to help out.  Approach a committee member early to make sure you can get a job you like to do, or would like to learn how to do (see section on Volunteers).  Working Bees are a great way to get to know your colleagues, invest in your club and be a part of its successes.  

Yearly Calendar

· Each year we hold two EFA and two encourage gymkhanas.  These usually include some or all of the following: an encourage or open hacking ring, novelties and jumping.

· MARCH Encourage/Open competition (combined novelties/show jumping or dressage)

· APRIL 25 (Anzac Day EFA Affiliated Hack Show with open ring and novelties).

· SEPTEMBER Encourage/Open competition (combined novelties/show jumping or dressage)

· OCTOBER Pegasus members often volunteer at the City of Tea Tree Gully Animal and Pet expo.

· NOVEMBER EFA Affiliated Hack Show with open ring and novelties

· We also try to include a camp, beach ride, distance ride and quiz night.

· NOVEMBER Pegasus Pony Club riders and their horses are a regular feature of the City of Tea Tree Gully Christmas Pageant. 

· NOVEMBER Pegasus members often volunteer to help at the Adelaide International Horse Trials where they can be extra close to the action and acquire some work experience for their CV.

· DECEMBER There is an unmounted club break up/ Christmas social event held at the end of each year.

· APRIL Pegasus members were involved in the first Gawler Horse Festival as volunteers, competitors and performers.  We anticipate continued participation in the future.  

· Depending on opportunities, Pegasus members often help fundraising for the club by participating in Pony Rides at various events.

· JUNE/JULY The AGM held at the end of the financial year is also the occasion when we hand out club trophies.

Zone

Pegasus Pony Club is an affiliated body of the Metropolitan Zone Pony Clubs division of the State body.  When representing the zone at state level, riders will be loaned a zone jumper.

Zone Calendar

Each year Metropolitan Zone holds a One Day Event/Short Course ODE in MARCH, Showjumping Day in MAY, Dressage Day in JUNE, Novelty Day in JULY, Zone Finals in AUGUST and the Christmas Gymkhana in OCTOBER.  Points are awarded to riders for placing at each event and at the end of the year in NOVEMBER a presentation is made to the rider with the overall highest points at the Zone Dinner.  The more events you attend the more points you can accumulate towards trophies. The Rossi Boots trophy is given to the adult rider (26 and over) with the most points overall.

The Zone Finals are used to select state teams for the annual state championships in OCTOBER.  The zone finals include the Dressage team of 4 on the flat and the horse of the year competitions.

Riders can nominate to be part of a training squad for dressage or showjumping, to be selected for teams for the state championships or nationals.  These squads provide training with highly qualified and respected coaches for a fee subsidised by the zone/state.

The State Championships also include a gymkhana on the Sunday, in which all riders can participate (including those who have not been selected for team/zone representation).  Riders who participate in the state championships will receive a state championship badge to sew onto their club jumper.  An additional badge is provided for those who participate in the state gymkhana.

Volunteers

Pegasus Pony Club is a volunteer organisation.  If you have any skills that you think could add to our club, we would love to hear from you.  Likewise, if you would like to learn a new skill or teach your skill to others, please see our volunteer co-ordinator, Glynis Pritchard or any available committee member.  There is always something to be done.  If you have any special considerations such as a sore back, please let us know and we can find a suitable job for you. Volunteering is the way we keep our rally fees and membership affordable so please take this into consideration.  If you are unhappy with how something is being done, please help us to fix it either by suggesting a solution or taking on the job yourself.

Benefits of Volunteering

· Learning new skills

· Socialising with others

· Meeting new people

· Being active

· Being part of Pegasus Pony Club and its achievements

· Keeping members fees low

· Participating in an activity with your children/relatives/friends
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