
Peaceful Valley Homeowners Association

Monthly Meeting Minutes

January 20, 2009

Meeting was called to order by Levi Evans at 7:00.  Present were Levi Evans, Pat Beasley, Donna Sorteberg and Connie Crape.  Shelley Muenzner was absent.

Minutes from the December 2, 2008 meeting were read by Levi.   Note, the October minutes were supposed to be read.  November minutes are annual meeting and will be read and approved at the next annual meeting.  Minutes that were read were from the December board meeting as no meeting was held in December.  Motion to accept the minutes as read made by Donna, seconded by Pat, all in favor, carried.

Donna read the treasurer’s report.  Jae Richards, Lot 56 Div. 2 asked if we were still keeping the office open four days a week.  Do we have any plans on changing that since there is no pool activity?  She was advised no.  She asked what the $3,000 in legal fees were for.  She was told they were foreclosure fees.  She asked if we have a figure on the accounts payable.  Pat advised that she did not have any figures for her tonight.  Kathleen Howard lot 39 Div. 2 asked what do we pay our office help.  She was advised that this was not something that is discussed at an open meeting.  She would need to go into the office.  

Jae Richards was asked by Pat why she wanted the office closed or what changes she would like to be made. The phone rings constantly and people come in to pay dues and for other reasons.  Jae stated that since we have such little activity and she has been in that office for a long time when she served on the board and served on the financial committee.  This is absolutely nothing personal against Carol.  She thinks that there is an expenditure that’s continuous that not only I, but an awful lot of other people feel it’s exorbitant for what we need.  She thinks we need to take a look at what the office is required and she thinks we could cut back to fewer days a week.  And is Carol still going to town to make deposits?  Pat advised yes and we will continue to do it that way.  We will not mail in deposits.  Jae asked why not?  Pat advised that is was not safe.  Jae stated it was a lot safer than someone getting in a car and driving 35 miles, it makes no sense.  Get a money order for the cash at the post office to mail in deposits.  Were spending a lot of money for someone to run to town just for a deposit. This is a practice that has been going on a long time.  Pat advised, yes and it was discussed before when she was on the board and it was voted down.  Jae stated it was never voted down.  Pat made a motion that we will not mail in our deposits, Levi seconded, all in favor, carried.  Someone asked if they get a vote.  Levi stated no unless you want this spot on the board up here.  Kathleen Howard suggested we use what they use at WWU.  The money is paid to the bank directly and the bank sends a copy of the transaction back t them.  This eliminates man hours, no duplicating work and no driving back and forth involved.  Daniel Evans lot 30 Div. 1 stated that she actually works for a local bank and if we do vote to mail in deposits, there is a huge charge from the bank for doing deposits that way.  

Connie advised that in this bad weather, payments for bills were issued and mailed out.  There were some that were damaged and actually shredded by the post office.  Therefore, they are hesitant about the post office.  Pat made a motion to vote on who is in favor and not in favor of mailing in deposits.  All were opposed.  

Joe Edwards, lot 66 Div. 2 He served on the board for a couple of years.  Carol has been working in this office for how many years now?  Jae can you tell me how many years?  Jae did not know.  Joe advised that when he came on the board, Carol had not had a raise in over six years.  If any of you were in that office as you say, you would see the work that that lady does by herself with no assistance what so ever. She has cut her own hours herself without being asked.  If they want to see a log of the daily phone calls, payments received, that could probably be arranged by the board.  Looking at cutting her hours and also not protecting this building with what’s been going on in this neighborhood at this present time.  People are marking graffiti all over, breaking windows, etc.  More people should be out there and be aware of what is going on.  Let the Board and Carol run the office correctly.  

New Business:  Pat advised that the board will now be having quarterly meeting.  They will no longer hold meetings every month.  She showed everyone pictures of the graffiti.  There is only one deputy up here.  Everyone needs to watch out and report anything they see.   Pat advised that its personal property they are damaging.  They are taking street signs and this is costing each and every one of us money.  Renee Davis, lot 68 Div. 1 stated when they moved here there was never a street sign there.  Pat advised it’s because every time they put them up, they are taken down again.  This is an issue that has been ongoing.  It is important to have street signs for fire department, etc.  It’s up to all of us to keep an eye out for this sort of thing. Eric Bjornstead lot 68 Div. 1 asked why we don’t do what the county does so people can’t pull them out.  Pat advised that they were talking about the sign, not the poles.   Chuck Lee lot 209 Div. 1 asked when they will be starting their quarterly meeting.  Pat advised in March. 

Kathleen Howard suggested since this was an ongoing issue, why don’t we install security devices to catch these people.  Pat stated that it would cost too much money. Members would not vote for a dues increase.  How are they going to afford that?   Kathleen said it’s possible that there are members out there that might step up to help out.  Levi said that I guess we need that person to step up.  Kathleen said we had a member recently who stepped up to help out with snow removal and they got a real sharp letter from the board.  Pat advised that her husband had to shovel out the gate entrance so we could have access to clubhouse; he also plowed in the church house driveway.  Levi explained that we can not have someone plowing the roads that way.  There are insurance issues involved.  It’s liability. You can’t plow snow into people’s driveways, etc.   We asked him politely, it was not a sharp letter.  Eric Bjornstead said it was a sharp letter and you should have seen the letter that Jim Buckemeyer got. Pat asked what he was talking about as we did not send a letter to Jim.  He said Jim was the one he saw drove by his house with a plow on his blue Chevy pickup. Pat told him they were talking about Tom Watkins, what was he talking about. He said he knows Jim Buckemeyer came through and plowed at least down King Valley and I saw the note that he got.  Pat asked what note.  Whether it was or wasn’t from the board, Pat said was not from the board.  Eric said maybe from a private resident or somebody, I don’t know who it came from but I saw the note and he got one heck of a note. Pat said I sorry about that, we did not know that. Eric continued with; And he said he received numerous calls at his house with people complaining and Jim Buckemeyer I know personally and has a bond and anyone who runs equipment like that has to have a bond, that’s just common sense with the liability factor.  The time it would take for them to go back and pull snow out of everyone’s driveway is just astronomical.  People who complain about that are people that complain that they have to mow their yards.  That’s your responsibility.  It’s your driveway so go out and shovel it. Pat said she doesn’t know what he’s talking about because we had nothing to do with that letter and Jim never said anything to us about it.  Eric said well Jim will never come into PVCC again.  Jae Richards stated and yes, Tom did it free of charge. Pat advised if Tom wants to do someone’s driveway, that’s fine, just stay off the street.  

Nannette Dominguez lot 44 Div. 2 wrote up some thoughts as she saw the letter that Tom Watkins received from the Board.  It was not a professional letter but derogatory.  She read her thoughts to the board. (Copy attached to minutes)  She wanted to know if anyone else received a letter as she saw at least three other persons plowing in division 1.  Joe Edwards commended Tom Watkins on the help he provided.  However, the other two people that are contractors and hired by PVCC do other places besides PVCC.  They come as soon as they can.    

Jae Richards asked now that they will hold meetings quarterly, will there be monthly treasurer’s reports.  Pat advised yes.  

Pat advised that the gate on Clear Valley Dr. has been fixed.  A key will be given to the fire department and to the sheriff’s department.  

Connie made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Levi, all in favor, meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m.

