For thousands of years Jews have been victimised. Jews were mistakenly blamed for the death of Jesus Christ. In 1066 Jews first came to Britain. In about 1290 they were expelled from Britain. In the Crusades they were murdered and were blamed for the Black Death. Jews were blamed for society’s problems. Martin Luther said they were thieves and they were to blame for the death of Jesus Christ and they’re homes and synagogues must be destroyed. Shakespeare was anti-Jew and many other people were at that time. Famous German composer Richard Wagner held anti-Semitic views and this is what influenced Hitler in what later became the Holocaust.

In 1933 Hitler came to power in Germany. He was popular with the German people. He was however, a strong racist who blamed Jews for the Death of Jesus Christ and Germanys failure in World War One. In 1933 the Nazi party burned the Reichstag building down. The Nazi’s, who at the time controlled Germany, blamed the Jews. This was just the start of a long twelve years of humiliation, torture and death for the Jews. In a new law passed by the Nazi’s, Jews and Christians were not allowed to marry and those that were already married were force to divorce. Then, Jews were banned from Public places such as swimming pools and Restaurants. Jews were not allowed to sit on public benches. They were made to sit on inferior benches painted yellow. Jews were forced to wear a yellow star on their clothing which meant that they were Jews. On 9-10 November 1938, Jewish Synagogues, Houses and businesses were destroyed. This was to be known as Kristallknacht which translated means Night of Broken Glass. Many Jews tried to escape to countires such as England or America. A few got in, but many were sent back as the population of those two countires was quickly becoming out of hand.

 In 1939 Britain and France decided that if the Germans invaded Poland they would declare war on Germany. On 3rd September 1939 the Germans did just that. By June 1940 All of Europe, apart from neutral countries and the UK, was under the control of the Germans. All European Jews were under threat now. As soon as Hitler came to power, he set about building Concentration Camps. These were not for the Jews, but other political parties and enemies of Germany.

In September 1939, only a couple of weeks after Poland had been invaded, Ghettos were set up and Polish Jews were put into them. The Ghetto’s were surrounded by high walls with barbed wire on the top and at the entrances and exits were heavily armed guards. The Nazi’s overcrowded them and didn’t give them the proper amount of food and water deliberately in the hope that most would die of disease or malnutrition so the Nazi’s wouldn’t have to kill them so many of them. Jewish elders were made to run the Ghetto’s under the supervision of the Nazi’s. The elders were made to pick which of the Ghetto inmates were fit to work in a factory producing weapons or helping with the extermination of the Jews, such as burning the Bodies. At first there were bars and theatres and concerts, but the resources to run these were deliberately cut by the Nazi’s until they had no resources. Life became more difficult. There was not enough food or water and disease roamed free. Children had to try and smuggle food in from outside the Ghetto to keep their families alive. Many were caught and were severely punished. People deemed fit from the Ghetto’s for work were made to work as Slaves. They were made to work in Weapons factories building things such as Aircraft and Rifles for no pay and little work. Most worked only for a short period as many died from disease, starvation, thirst or exhaustion. They were worked extremely hard. Meanwhile in the Ghetto’s, people were learning to survive. Survival was seen as a kind of resistance to the Nazi’s. But survival did not matter; sooner or later they were to be put on Trains on the way to death camps.

The Jews were not the only people who were the victims of the Nazi Holocaust. Homosexuals, Gypsies, Communists and Criminals were also sent to the Concentration Camps and death camps. Disabled people were put in Hospitals and given an injection to kill them. Jehovah’s witnesses, who refused to accept Hitler as the supreme leader. Gypsies were treated as sub-human by the Nazi’s, about 500,000 Gypsies were murdered. Over a quarter of the European Gypsy population were wiped out.

 Anyone who rejected or opposed Nazism was killed. This included Priests, Nuns, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Communists. The Nazi’s also considered Slav’s inferior and as soon as their homes were overran they were made to do slave labour.

Young Slavs that looked Aryan were kidnapped and then adopted by German Families who could not have children of their own. The Nazi’s also kidnapped 200,000 Polish Aryan looking girls aged 8-12 and gave them Hormone injections so they would reach puberty quicker. When they reached puberty they were made pregnant. When they gave birth to about three or four Aryan looking children that would be adopted by Aryan parents they were killed.

Those that were not killed straight away or selected for work had to live in the camps. Early in the morning all the prisoners were accounted for to see who had died and who had escaped. They would stand in rows in all weather or temperature, many died from exposure. A popular method was death through work. The inmates were made to make weapons and things such as rubber. The German Company IG Farben made millions of pounds this way. Life expectancy was only a few months as they were made to work very hard and were given little food and water.

Although most inmates were too weak to fight, there were several uprisings. A famous uprising was in the Warsaw Ghetto. Only about 50 Germans were killed and the whole ghetto was destroyed and all the inmates murdered. At the Warsaw Ghetto uprising 15 SS Guards were killed and only 15 Jewish rebels managed to escape. The rest were killed when the Warsaw Ghetto was flattened. In October 1943 at Sobibor 600 prisoners escaped but only 60 escaped capture and execution. A year later at Auschwitz a gas chamber was blown up by Jews. About 250 managed to escape but they were soon captured and shot. Some inmates from other places managed to escape and some Partisan groups had escaped Jews in them. Many Jews hid, such as Anne Frank and many escaped and hid in forests until the end of the war. Many people tried to help Jews escape such as Schindler who helped hundreds of Jews escape who where made to work in his factory.

The method of shooting people was deemed too slow by Nazi officials and they were also worried about the effect it was having on the soldiers and the SS who were doing the shooting. A method of Gassing was thought up and it was approved. The aim was to kill all 11 million Jews living in Europe. At first they used Gas Vans. A new vehicle was devised called a gas van. The people who were going to die were placed in the back of a sealed van. The exhaust fumes were directed into the back of the van where the people were sitting. The van drove around for about half an hour to make sure they were all dead. This, however, was also slow and petrol was needed for other things such as Tanks and Planes. They then built Gas chambers at concentration and death camps. When trains crammed with Jews arrived at concentration camps, about 75% were immediately sent to the Gas Chambers to die. The rest went to work for slave labour. This was the fastest way the Nazi’s could kill the Jews. It was quicker to kill them than it was to count them. The gas chambers worked by cramming as many Jews as they could into a gas chamber. They were told it was a mass shower. The Gas came in a cyanide crystal form. The crystals were sprinkled through small openings in the roof. The body heat from the mass of people in the chamber reacted with the crystals and they gave off a poisonous gas which caused death by suffocation in about ten minutes. After everyone was dead, other Jews that were selected for work were made to carry the bodies to be burnt at a crematorium so there would be no evidence. The process would then be repeated again and again and again, murdering thousands of innocent men, women and children. The shoes and Clothes of the dead were sorted and the ones that were in good condition were sent to Germany. Everyone in a Camp had their hair shaved off which was sent to Germany to stuff mattresses with. Many Jews deemed fit were used as Human Guinea pigs for experiments such as seeing how people reacted to high altitudes in Aircraft for the Luftwaffe (German Air Force). The people used for insane experiments like these always died. Many that were used in medical experiments caught infections and died a long and painful death.

Towards the end of the War when the Allies were rapidly advancing towards Germany, The Nazi’s were worried that they may lose and those that survived would be tried and executed for war crimes. As a result the Jews were made to march long distances into Germany from the Ghetto’s and camps so they would not be liberated. All of the people on the death marches were weak or sick and many died of exhaustion or if they slowed down they were shot by the Guards who were escorting them. Many of the victims were so sick that they were left behind and this is how the Russians found many Jews in the concentration camps from 1944 onwards in their advance towards Germany. When the Russian forces overran Auschwitz on January 17th 1945, they found 2,800 half dead people. It was a tremendous shock to the Allied forces. In April 1945 the British Army discovered Belsen camp. The commander of the camp, Kramer, was captured and along with the SS that were guarding the camp were made to carry the bodies of the people whom they had murdered. 

By early 1945 British and American forces were entering Germany from the west and Russian forces were entering Germany from the East. It was just a matter of time before the camps were discovered.  Before long the British and Russians discovered camps. Radio broadcasts of the camps where not believed by the Civilian population of other countries. When the camps were overran, as much food and water as could be found was gave to the survivors. They were soon stopped as they would die of overeating if they carried on. Many of the initial survivors died soon after the war had ended from disease, being to weak or malnutrition, among other reasons. Allied soldiers who saw all the bodies and ill people were horrified beyond belief at what they had saw. They were now encouraged even more to kill the Germans and crush the Nazi’s.

