Campus
Connection

runs through next Friday.

* Red Ribbon Week, which di

drug abuse, gets under way tom
row through Oct. 31.

* The Advanced Chorale will pq
form “A Madrigal Evening” in th
Little Theater. Doors open tom
row night at 8.

* Homecoming begins today agd Gaze into the crystal ball and

courages tobacco, alcohol an(r
Dr-

!

* New School Construction U
date: Key Route Blvd. will be p
tially closed until Oct. 25 for th

construction workers.

* First Quarter Grading Perig
ends Nov. 5.

Nov. 6.

* Rehearsals for the Fall plagm
Joneshave begun. Tentative pe

19-20 in the Little Theater.

* Floatbuilding hours :

* Congratulations to Mr. Kenne
Maynor of the English Depar
ment and his wife Louise on t

placement of a storm drain. Sju
dents are reminded not to distr o,

* SAT | and SAT Il will take placg wills.

formance dates are Nov. 12-314

History of

Homecoming

Looking back on the
AHS tradition.

Albany

UG

10 Ways To Do The
Right Thing With Eggs
and other Homecoming Ideas.
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permitted at each floathouse at a
time.

“We don’t want to send kids
away because we're one or two
over,” PTA member Janet Seltzer
explains. “We don’t want to have
kids excluded if they aren’t doing
anything wrong.”

In other changes, more faculty
will be on hand to ensure that stu-
dents will be held to the same re-
sponsibilities as on campus.

“We're going to have more fac-
ulty signed up to walk with the
parade,” Mr. Booker points out.

by Amy Chen

what do you see for next week?

For starters, the future of Albany
igh’s Homecoming depends #
argely on the actions of its studen §

body.
Under a concerted effort by the
r-Administration and the Albany
community to curb students’ =
rHomecoming Week antics, mid-
night forays that often include such

w1 £ r
weapons as eggs and toilet paper - ' ~Photo By Adan Gonzalez
“will no longer be acceptable. MONEY TRAIN passes through AHS as PTA President Carolie Sly

Adopting a zero-tolerance gives $100 checks for floatbuilding to Class Presidents (from left) “Students on a number of occa-

policy, the AHS Administration Kathryn Kirkpatrick, Keenan Moore, Helen Lau, Elizabeth Nelson. sions have expressed that they

and Albany Police Departmenting with your friends, hanging out, case,” Mr. Booker says. “All we want more involvement from

ave been notified of floathousetaking pictures, working on the can control is what's happening ateachers.”

locations for all four classes. float. We want that to happen. floathouses.” The idea of including and not
“We've tightened the link be-  “We're just trying to curb the  Mr. Booker also notes that stu-excluding extends to the commu-

tween the Police Department and% who tend to screw things up.”dents in ASG may lose their par-ity when the 33rd Annual Home-

AHS,” warns Superintendent Gary As a way of keeping close tabdticipation grade in Leadership if coming Parade will wind through

on the floathouses which havefound to be involved in unsavorySolano and Marin Avenues, past

In a further crackdown on sur-been past targets of vandalism, aighttime activities. the elementary schools and onto

prise showers of shaving cream angersonnel member and class of- “You guys are leaders and inCougar Field for the football game

r_other messy condiments, adultdicer must be present at all timesorder to do that you need to leadgainst Kennedy High.

have been recruited to stand guardf float construction. by example,” he told the Leader- However, the City of Albany has

during all floatbuilding. “I'm going to be at floathouses ship class last week. the authority to cancel the parade
“We’re going to have district above and beyond my work dayto In recent meetings discussingpermit if circumstances warrant

personnel at each floathouse,” saydo this for you,” states Mr. Booker. the new rules, the number of stusuch action.

Vice Principal Randall Booker. “It “We're trying to provide a safe en-dents allowed at a floathouse at With these changes, PTA Presi-

d

,\SAL:)?] 118//§g 218 gm could be me or a person designatedronment at the floathouses.  any given time became a sensitivelent Carolie Sly hopes to have a
Tues. 10/26 6-10 p.m. by the district to represent school “If we're going to support you, topic of debate. more community-friendly Home-
Wed. 10/27 6-11 p.m. personnel.” you have to support us.” “One of the goals of Leadershipcoming in the future since “we
Thurs. 10/28 6-11:45 p.nj According to new Homecoming Under other revised regulationsthis year is to make the invisiblecan't find sponsors for various

" guidelines formed by a subcommit-only students from the appropri-kid visible,” Mr. Booker says. classes until we have a Homecom-
tee of students, PTA and Board ofte grades will be allowed on the'Homecoming is generally one ofing that doesn’t turn off busi-
Education members, floatbuildingpremises with the stipulation thatthe more inclusive events at AHSnesses.”

hours will be implemented for theany adult has the authority to re\Where do we draw the line? What “But | believe we can all work
first time.

e
birth of their daughter Mirandh
Isabela Maynor: 7 pounds,
ounces, 20-1/2 inches.

k Straightl

by Johnny Din

o “Why else have Homecoming if
it's not fun and enjoyable?” Mr.

K From

"

Tal

How does the idea of not hav-
ing Homecoming this year sound?
According to a former AHS stu-
dent — none other than Albany
Police Chief Larry Murdo — it

may very well happen.

“There could be a move of can-
celing Homecoming this year,” he
warns, “if the problems from the
past years continue.”

Chief Murdo knows the Home-
coming tradition well and would
like students to take the high road CHIEF OF POLICE

“l don’t want to see this hap- | |
pen,” he admits. ful conduct and, if it occurs, to do

Still, the possibility of the can- what is legally required.”
cellation of Homecoming exists, In addition, there will be conse-
especially if past problems withquences for those students wh
vandalism persist. exercise such unlawful conduct.

There will be extra APD person- They could face school sanction
nel in marked and unmarked veeriminal action and civil action.
hicles to oversee next week’s Violators may be suspended o
events. even arrested and taken to court.

The goal of the Albany Police School officials have been told
Department this year, according tdoy the District Attorney’s office the
Chief Murdo, “is to prevent unlaw- district can be held liable for prob-

move a student or group of studis that number?”

dents from the property.

together as a team,” predicts Su-
After much reasoning and com-perintendent Mills. “And make

In the event of a discipline prob-promise, the committee reached arlomecoming a good activity.

Booker asks. “Homecoming is bedem, “we want to take it case byupper limit of 50 students to beThat’s all we're asking.”

Top Cop

lems related to Homecoming, eve
if they do not take place on scho
grounds.

Also, the rumor that the Home
coming parade permit will be re
voked remains if a single egg
thrown, though Chief Murdo re
fused to either confirm or deny th
supposition.

What the former Cougar and to
lawman suggests to make ever

one happy and continue the tradi
tion of Homecoming is “to have a

good time but do it lawfully!”

‘IMEB\HIE» IFIa s

AHS spirit stickers are n
longer something you need
Hhink about.

Although the stickers ga
great discounts at home ga
sporting events, it was perceiv
by many as unfair to those w
could not purchase the stickel.

Full refunds will be give
throughout the month by M

= D 3 o

@

Julie Salas in the Bookroom.

Homecoming 1999
Schedule For Next Week

Lunch Activities

Theme Days
Monday— Twins
Tuesday— Flashback
Wednesday—Pajama
Thursday— Super Hero
Friday— Red & White

Monday— Tug-of-War
Tuesday— Relay Race
Wednesday— Eating Contest
Thursday— Lip Sync
Friday— Afternoon Parade

Today, students are dressed in beach gear to celebrate Beach

Night Activities

Monday — Boys’ Volleyball at Middle School Gym with a night ra
led by AHS Cheerleaders to introduce Varsity Football and Girls’
leyball players. $1 admission to be contributed to charity, 6:30-9
Wednesday — Powder Puff at Ocean View Elementary, 6:30- 9:3(
Friday — Dance at Middle School Gym, 7-11 p.m.

Day.

Iy
\ol-

D.m.
p.m.
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Teachers Split Over Homecoming Issues

by Margaret Chan
Even though students feel enereases, theme days “add to the life Questlon: Does Homecomlng brlng
gized going into Homecoming, of the class.” distraction into the classroom?
many teachers let out a long, ex- Afew sympathetic teachers feel “I think people can make it be
haustive sigh. for students who lose precious but | don’t think it's a signifi-

Most of the teachers at Albanyhomework time to late night float-
High agree that during the lastbuilding.
week of October, students become Such teachers vow to rarely as-

cant distraction in class.”
— Ms. Elisabeth Klein

distracted by all of the exciting sign large projects or excessive| mm 40% Yes
things going on. homework during this coming h : 4 37% Somewhatf  “In the past, it's proven
While participating in Home- week. 23% No to be destructive.”
coming events such as Spirit Days Though some teachers feel that k -l — Ms. Susan Charlip
may be fun and entertaining to stuclasses are adversely affected by
TN -

dents, History teacher Mr. David Spirit Week activities, all AHS “All K and | kes Jack ‘n Jill
De Hart points out that studentdeachers surveyed believe that workan Po play makes Jack n JI
often become “preoccupied withHomecoming is an AHS tradition [ Source: Based on a survey of 30 AHS teacHers. VIY dull kids.

nonsense.” that should not be canceled.

He feels that this nonsense is Whether or not teachers facili- | ClasS atmosphere is con- ) : ,
detrimental to constructive classtate fun by lightening the home- | Structed by the teacher and  “My philosophy is play hard and

— Mrs. Janice Hickey

activity, an opinion shared bywork load remains to be seen. students. Thereisonlyadis- work hard. |think it's great for  “l think Homecoming at AHS
many oiher AHS teachers. However one thing seems to re- traction if you make a dis- students to play hard but they has become a twisted ritual —
Others, such as Science teachenain true: they too want Home- traction.” need to work hard too.” It needs to be remvented.”_
Mr. Rich Lohman feel that in most coming to stay. — Mrs. Peggy Carlock — Mrs. Joan Sextro — Mrs. Laura Mori
Whether You L It Or Hate It... It's Back
etner Yyou Love I Aate Il... IS baC
by Matt Haney tentially the most engaging and enwe do and it is important that we Homecoming forms memo- let’s keep it the tradition it has begn
joyable week of the entire year. pride ourselves in this. ries like no other aspect of thefor years and years.
It's late October here in Albany Yes, as you all know, it's Home- In a high school career full of high school experience ever Go ahead, administrators and pp-
and everyone — students, teaclsoming. sub-par sports teams and a scho@ould. licemen, do what you must: punish

ers, administrators, police and And whether you love it or hate that can be overlooked with alad- Nothing is reminisced uponthose who are too violent or to
community members — know exdt, you can’t stop it ‘cause it's back. der, this Albany tradition of hav- more than those dawn’'s-early-destructive in this coming week.
actly what that means. It's not a question of love or hateing a crazy, zealous Homecomindight Homecoming nights. But otherwise, please keep tHe
For teachers, it is the time ofn the minds of Albany High is darn near the only thing we haveNearly all of my most memo- new rules and regulations to a miri
year when students kiss their fegbchool students. Everyone loveseft. rable high school moments hap-mum and let Homecoming be what
for a reduction of homework. Homecoming. It is the week in which school pened during the last week ofit has always been.
For administrators, it is a period It embodies all that a healthyspirit reaches its zenith and is theDctober. Homecoming is only one week df
of great stress and anxiety. teenager should love: competitionpnly reason why class spirit exists To all of you who have never the year, one week when Albany
For Albany police, it could quite school and class spirit, cooperain the first place. participated in Homecoming students can let it all hang out.
possibly be the most exciting andion, revenge, gloating and flat-out It is the only week of the year events and do not plan to, you It's one of the few times when w
eventful week of their entire yearfun. when we are not just AHS stu-are missing out on a lot. can celebrate our love for our schopl
For community members, it Homecoming has always beerdents, or even just Freshmen, Never again in your life will and class.
could mean a week of sleeplesa tradition at Albany High School. Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors.you have another chance to par- Subduing our tradition can’
nights and condiment-covered It is an eternal tradition much Instead we belong to the Clasdicipate in events such as thenake anything better.
lawns. like football to De La Salle or high- of '00, '01, '02 and '03 and take ones Homecoming provides. Our school was torn down al
And for some AHS studentstest scores to Piedmont. great pride when yelling out these This Homecoming, let's cut ready, please don't take our mofpt
(yes, even the Freshmen), it is po- Nobody does Homecoming liketwo numbers. the violence but beyond that,cherished tradition down with it.

Top 10 Why Don’t We Try Leniency?
Constructive E o bmaress wich o rdoms o v, rarpanton he
Things To Do

|®)

1%

Let's be honest, Albany High any property damage, tempo-streets with eggs because there is no
students love their tradition ofrary or permanent,” per AHS legal alternative.

. dousing students from rival classeguidelines. These students, oblivious to the
Wlth Eg gS with anything that will make them  This is the wrong step in try- damage they might cause, reason “if
pungent, wet and dirty. ing to solve Homecoming’s an egg and a water balloon are equally
by Chris Colvin This tradition was not meant toproblem. punishable, why not use the egg?”
R W s | inflict pain upon underclassmen or Canceling Spirit Week would ~ The past Administration’s actions
10) Put ‘'em in a warm place ancfSSSEEREEET cause damage to the communityonly arouse anger among then trying to stop the behavior of stu-
see if they ever hatch (probably ACTRESS Cameron Diaz uses | |t was simply a way for Albany student body, prompting moredents with this attitude have had little
they'll just get stinky). Homecoming eggs therightway. | iy 1o enjoy harmless class rival-chaos than what's already afpositive result.
9) Try to break ‘em by pressing ries during a week designated fohand. The threat of suspension, the threat
equally on each side. 5) Paint ‘em. school spirit. Perhaps the conflict is notof arrest and now the threat to cancel
8) Boycott ‘em and make a state-4) Crack two of ‘em into a glass Unfortunately, this tradition has as uncontrollable as peopleHomecoming has had no effect on
ment about animal rights. How and gulp ‘em down raw. It's the soured in recent years, eliciting nuthink. changing their misconduct.
would you like it if all your babies original “Powershake.” merous community complaints.  With Administration’s strict ~ Rather than laying down rule after
were taken away and sold as3) Use ‘em to shine up that bald Cars have been dented, housegefinitions of “damage,” stu- rule, threat after threat, maybe Ad-
food?! head. have been damaged and peopldents have reverted to destrucministration should look to compro-
7) Whip ‘em up, add a little Mayo 2) Fry ‘em on a hot sidewalk.  have been injured. tive behavior because even nonmise with the students.
and use as hair gel, a la CameroAnd the number one constructive Now, in an attempt to negate thedestructive behavior has been Perhaps they could allow school-
Diaz in There's Something About thing to do with eggs is.... destructive behavior between rivalprohibited. sponsored, egg-free battles to take
Mary. 1) Leave ‘em at the store andclasses, Administration has threat- The main cause of damageplace at Cougar Field or Memorial
6) Scramble ‘em! spend your money on toilet paperened to cancel Homecoming if stuhas stemmed from incidents in-Park between rival classes.
volving eggs. The threat of disciplinary action if
The COUGAR Staff Alte?nagt]i?/e materials include caught with eggs would keep the haz-
Editor-in-Chief: Amy Chen 603 Key Route Blvd. Waylon Bacon Andrew Hara water balloons, shaving creamard away because there would be le-
Managing Editor: Kathryn Booth Albany, CA 94706 Ashwini Bhardwaj Nellie Lommen | condiments and toilet paper. ~ gal, not to mention safer, alternatives.
;)plinon El‘::((iil'ttor:. 1}4{:131 Hangyb‘ ahscougar@juno.com Nick Bhardwaj Margaret Manson These materials are innocu- This proposal would satisfy stu-
Ag;é? Hor: SATTYE SODIISOR Margaret Chan  Tim Onweller {5 i comparison to the harm-dents who desire the messy class wars
itor: Tamara Failor Chris Colvin Colleen Smallfield . . -
Sports Editor: Abdul Jandali Erin Danielson Jesse Sung ful effects of eggs. and it should sat_lsfy thqs_e_ who wish
Co-sports Editor: Adam Phillips Johnny Din Linda Zhou Nevertheless, in recent yearsfo keep destrqctlve activities off the
Circulation Editor: Sanam Jorjani Farnoor Foroutan Administration has prohibited streets where it causes the most dam-
Technical Adviser: Adan Gonzalez any and all use of these subage and generates the most commu-

Adviser: Mr. Michael Pardridge

stances, even in places wheraity complaints.
The COUGAR is the student newspaper of Albany High School. The COUGAR reserves the right to hold or edit all submigted\Vieatsri ; . B :
expressed in The COUGAR are thoserzJ oFf) the authorgan do not necessarily reflect the opinions of all staff members. d@@pinitthquiebylines the harmless materials would Face it: neither side rea”y wants

are Stalff Editorials and these opinions reflect those of the Editorial Board. not cause Community damage.Homecoming to be canceled.
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Friendly Frugality: Homecoming Outfits Made Cheap

Here’s a hint: Don’t plan on scoured by others and what is lefgranny sweaters, not to mentiorselves nicely to Pajama Day and
sporting a white shirt and jeansbehind is usually surprisingly the locals, but if you can look pastTwin Day
unless you want to be twins withover-priced. this Thrift Town will provide you  For those of you who are really

Pajama Day. Twin Day. Flash-half the school. Any shirt that costs more nowwith good and cheap stuff. cheap or on a tight budget, the
back Day. Not that there aren’t many morethan it did when it was manufac- Thrift Town can also supply you closests of your parents and grand-

As you contemplate these dressereative people in the student bodytured in 1971 is not a bargain.  with clothes for all the Spirit Days, parents no doubt house some
up day themes and relate them t@Vhile there are of course some However if you are willing to since they have everything frompretty cool stuff.
your closet you will probably re- benefits to the white shirt and jeanspend a Saturday looking througipajamas to platform shoes. Some of it may provide for an
alize that there is no connectiorcombo, it's Homecoming—go out all the racks in the vicnity, then you Most things here hover aroundauthentic costume on Flashback
whatsoever. All you have is 2000n a limb! are probably going to find some-the dollar range but we stress th®ay. Sunday dresses and '80s
pairs of identical Gap Khakis and Creativity is the key to a suc-thing useful. importance of thoroughly washing pantsuits may also lend themselves
some other generic stuff. cessful Spirit Day ensemble. Try Our personal favorite, as we'veyour purchases. nicely.

Does this apparel have any soul® go where no high-schooler hasnentioned before, is Thrift Town. If you find all of this way too  If you are the type that has more
No. And to win best outfit on a gone before. Anything bright, loud Nestled amongst the bungalows ofnuch to handle, head to Targethan just 200 pairs of Gap Khakis,
spirit day, you must have soul.or just plain ugly is just the thing El Sobrante (which means the leftalong San Pablo Avenue, next toyour own closet could also have a
That is the bottom line. you need. overs en Espanol), Thrift Town isthe El Cerrito Del Norte BART sta- plethora of opportunities. Just mix

How can you remedy this prob- First off, places like Telegraphlocated on San Pablo Dam Roadtion. and match.
lem? Have no fear... the Thriftyvery rarely yield any good prod- The perils of Thrift Town in-  Target has all sorts of new, yet And voila—instant Homecom-
Girls are here. ucts. The racks are all too ofterclude the never-ending racks ofaffordable items which lend them-ing fun made cheap!

Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors Reminisc

“l still remember “l remember beating the Seniors|i

by Erin Danielson
and Colleen Smallfield

Hey, Freshmen:
Just Remember

. . “ i |
compiled by Linda Zhou Powder Puff was off the hinges! Home coming seem Powder Puff footballl!l”

We won!!” .
!  ohai : ing too patriotic of — Melody Wright, 200C
It S A” |n Fun | “l remember our Sheila Ferreira, 2000 the school.”
by Sanam Jorjani i pathetic little toilet “  remember TR —.Columbine “When Esteban got down on the
and Nellie Lommen [ paper float Fresh- - o year, the Robinson, 2002 ground and ate the pie.”

man year...”
— Marion
Adams, 2000

night of Powder — Tali Weininger, 200
Puff. It was such an
incredible rush to se
everyone cheering
for their class. It was
an exciting night.”
— Kyle Kemp, 2001

A “I remember | hit some girl in the
back of her head with an egg. And she
was in my own class! Oops.” “It was really fun
— Luis Reader, 2001 getting shaving
creamed. That was
“Freshman year’s Drag Day was thethe highlight of
best day and it was hilarious! It's so Homecoming!”
sad it's not around anymore.”
“It was fun because | got egged...”
—Amy Lee, 2000 — Morgan Theis, 2000

With no Homecoming experi-
ence to speak of, the Freshmg
have only images gathered fror
television, older siblings and upt “Marching in the Pep Band before
perclassmen to help them surviviethe Homecoming game was fun.”
the coming week. — Genelle Benker, 2001

Some have formed their owr
ideas about what Homecoming i
like here at Albany High, otherg
don’t know what to expect.

-

u . —Kristie Yamasaki, 2000
Floatmaking

was fun but we got
egged... but egging

5
“A great sadness was brought up

“I remember hearing about how a .
g my soul due to our loss in the Homg¢

“I broke two of

.| and getting egged i bunch of kids threw eggs at the Juniogyy rips while pe- coming football game... and | wish |l
So, what do these anticipating the most fun!” floathouse's mom, accidentally crack-ople were throwing - had br%ught mo?e clothes becausd it
Freshmen imagine the next fivé  — Nick Ching, ing her tooth and cutting her lip with stuff at me.” — was really cold.”
days hold in store for them... anfl 2001 the eggs.” — Nick Trahan, o
y __ Niki Pretti, 2001 2001 u.. Howard Zhao, 2000

are they ready?
For those brave souls who
would open up and confess to their
premonitions, we have spared
them by using only their initials.
Interestingly enough, those wh

expressed fear were mostly male.
Before we were Freshmen, unless we had pa
But what exactly are they most,. o .
: . ._ticularly communicative teenage brothers and sis
afraid of? Answers varied but in . . .
ters (yeah, right), the high school experience w

the end, it all comes down to oneI ked q dreaded h
thing: upperclassmen. ooked forward to, or dreaded, was what we sa

“Basically I'm afraid of Chris, onTVorin t_he_ movies._
Ben and the '00 girls,” admits But how similar are high schools of the scree
Freshman C.M.E, “I heard they!© our real-life high school?
throw people in the garbage cans.” For one thing, Homecoming appears to play §

“I'm afraid of Powder Puff... tiny, if even existent, partin the movies these day9

I've seen the Junior girls play, andThat doesn’t mean there’s a lack of football, chee

Hollywood High vs. Albany High

ample of the inconsistencies between
Hollywood’s view and ours.

The school is gigantic and overly elaborate.
So is the Prom, deejayed by the same student
who runs the campus radio station, played by
rapper Usher.

To me, Zachary's character wasn't convinc-
ing either. Really, how many schools do you
know of where the school president is a popular
jock with a 4.5 GPA, and swooned over by all
the girls in school?

No offense to our student government mem-

0by Tamara Failor

they seem to be great athletes. | jud¢aders, partying, formal balls, competition or haz
want to survive.” ~T.C.M. ing.

Freshman Z.A.P has a strong It now seems that the “in” subjects for high
idea of what it will be like: “When school-oriented movies aren't floats and pep ral
| think of Homecoming | picture a lies, but mostly Prom, the last days of school

bers, but how does he do it? Maybe the presi-
dential rank isn’t the aphrodisiac it used to be.
Dazed and Confusad one movie that isn't at
all about Homecoming and is set in a place that
is about as far away as you can get from Albany

bunch of upperclassmen jumping=reshmen and even the Winter Ball.
up and down around a bonfire with - A good example is the heart-warming (but not Angus, who has broken Rick’s nose
Freshmen burning at the stake.” mushy) comedyAngus released in 1995. Angus multiple times, believes Melissa doesn't
There were of course thoseCharlie Talbert) is a sizable JV Freshman footknow he exists.

who are excited to see what Homepg|| star and science whiz, who is still taunted by The movie, based on a short story,
coming is like, and have a morenjs kindergarten archrival, Rick. ends a bit sappily, but is overall enjoy-
optimistic view. They'd heard sto- - Rjcy is portrayed by the shorter and slightlyable. This is one script that isn't afraid
ries or seen pictures from pasterpier, though not yet balding “golden boy"to put realistic dialogue (read: dirty
years and_ aV\_/a|t the week in endy, e van Der Beek. (Check out Van Der Beelords) into the mouths of teenagers.
Iefs: ant|C|pat|on._ in another football flick, in which he stars as a But for once, it is done in order to

'm really Igokmg forward to Senior,Varsity Blueg actually further the plot and character
the dance, just to see what ; ; L .
Homecoming’s all about.” ~C.L.T, Angus’s horny Illttle sidekick, Troy, is played development. . _

by redheaded Chris Owen, who also doubles as aAnother movie that isn’t about

S.C.M. comments enthusiasti- ) . . . ) . e .
cally, “Homecoming, | think its cowardly bully inShe’s All Thatwhere he is also Homecoming, but is somewhat perti- S0 he could enjoy the Freshman initiation rituals
' ' older and much taller. nent, is the recer8he’s All That

going to be great.” ) ) - again. . . . .
This was quite a contrast to what Melissa, Rick’s girlfriend, and Angus’s crush It focuses on a bet between the stu- Despite the fact that this movie has nothing to

K.C.L has to say: “My Mom said | since, yes, kindergarten, is played by Arianalent body president and his best friend. do with Homecoming, it gives us insight to what
could stay home that week.” Richards, also recognizable as that teenage chiglachary Silers (Freddie Prinze Jr.) be- high school supposedly was like in 1976.

When confronted about Home-Who evaded Velociraptors with her little brotherlieves he has enough star-power thatany And even if you don't find that interesting, at
coming, most Freshmen simp|yin Jurassic Park girl he takes out could win the Prom least you can laugh at their drunken antics, and
shrugged, and quietly snuck away. The movie opens with Angus causing a fumbl&ueen election. the way they dressed.

Makes you wonder what it is for the opposite football team, but of course Rick Supposedly located in LA, the high ~ Hey, some of them could have been our par-
they're so afraid to share! catches it and gets the credit for the winning scorechool they attend is the perfect ex- ents, right?

High as say, Texas.

It's the last day of school, 1976, and the things
on incoming Senior Randall “Pink” Floyd’s mind
are the no-drugs-no-alcohol pledge pressed upon
him by his football coach, giving incoming Fresh-
men a good paddling and... finding a place to
party.

As dated as it sounds, this movie is actually
one of the most amusing | watched, and features
lots of young star-power, including a stoned Milla
Jovovich (the leggy redhead ®he Fifth Ele-
men) and Ben Affleck Chasing AmyGood Will
Hunting as a sadistic Senior who flunked just
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Femme ‘Powder’ Pumped Up

by Margaret Manson -3

SPECIAL FEATURE—/————==+%=-

What Other Schools Do
For Their Festivities

by Chris Colvin there’s time to come up with a cre-
When students at AHS describeative design and a sturdy base.
Homecoming, they talk about the Lee adds that, “Usually for the
Spirit Days, Powder Puff football first three weeks there are just five
and most of all interclass rivalry. to 10 people building, but by the
In recent years, this has turnedast week, it's crunch time, and
the streets of Albany into a battle-there may be as many as 25 or 30.”
field. Despite the small number of
Each night of Homecoming people working on the float, it
week, students run around towndoesn’t seem that people feel left
The big question is: Who's ’ . —_i.‘{__ carrying eggs, water balloons,out b_ecau;e anyone who wants to
gonna win? Will the class of ‘00 | WINNING PLAYERS gloat after last year’s Powder Puff victory. | | oo 09 Cream. ketehub, onll;Ssa{gbo;':]r;b#:]z:ss?;‘fi?]tﬁgf;pg’sosrng;

take first place for the second year _ _ , _ “make dessert out of each other’is to put them onto flatbed trucks.
inarow? Junior Alison West says,championship game. Itis up to the girls of each tegm, sanotage float building efforts.  Trucks are usually donated to
“No, '01is going to kick butt. 'm  “We've got great athletes returnto claim a victory but having the gy metimes other schools raiseeach class, explains Satake.
going all out this year.” ing,” says Senior Laura Jensenright coach is crucial. Each clas ”fpirit by disrespecting their rivals. “Businesses want to support the

West doesn'’t just talk the talk, “Hopefully we'll come out strong responsible for picking its own as E| Cerrito High's Leadership school, so they gladly donate paint
she also walks the walk. again. | dare the other classes teoach(es), which usually ends |u4aacher Ms. Nancy Storer sayspor whatever you need.”

In last year's Powder Puff com- challenge our team.” being a few guys from the footbaliywhen | went to high school, the ~ There is something at stake here
petition, West proved to be a ma- Class of '02, headed by quarterteam. floats were all themed against thebesides just bragging rights. Float
jor asset for the Junior Class. Kyleback Kira Jones, is up to the chal- There will no doubt be a fight forrival school.” competition winners get prize
Kemp, this year’s Juniors’ quarter-lenge. Returning from their lossthe services of Coach Josh FreemarAt some schools, class compe-money for the class.
back, is also expected to have affreshman year, the Sophomore@ka “Fuzzy”). titions are held at the nightly ral-  Asin Albany, the floathouses are
excellent performance. are loaded with new class spirit.  Beware the 27th of October whlies. In Idaho Falls, Idaho, studentsall within close vicinity of the

Senior quarterback Leifa They may be the newcomers buthe Powder Puff girls strut their stiifit Skyline High School participate school and the police are notified
Mayers of the Class of 2000 ledthe athletic talent of the '03 classat Ocean View Elementary. in ice sculpting competitions, a of their location.

her team to victory in last year's should not be ignored. Don't forget your war paint. | soap box derby, karaoke competi- “Everyone tries to keep their
on and class skits. floathouses a secret,” Lee explains.

Th an kS For Bel N g Th e re Ke nn ed le cheerleading demonstra-“But when you hear banging of
: ] tiefis and armwrestling competi-hammers and loud music, it’s

by Abdul Jandall Piedmont, 41-22. The defense excelled as welltions (guys and girls are split into pretty clear.”

~ Okay, soyou're probably think- ~ With these teams alreadyshutting down Kennedy’s runningdivisions by size) are popular at ECH's Ms. Storer explains one

ing poorly of the Albany High played, Albany’s woe in indomi- game and severely restrictingCentral Valley High School of serious problem during their

football team rlg_ht Now. table foes is done for the seasorkagle receptions. Redding. Also, each year, theHomecoming last year:

After its sordid performances The only exception may be EI ook for even better gameplayteachers put on a skit and partici- “There was a water balloon fight
the past five weeks, you probablyCerrito, who they will play today. this year, with an indefatigable pate in all the dress-up days.  at the Senior Rally. It was going
dismiss any still existing claims of Hopefully the phrase *Last running game and a punishing core A good school to compare AHS quite well, when a Senior threw a
anew and improved squad at AHSear's team is history” will find its of linebackers on defense. to for floatbuilding is EI Cerrito. water balloon into the crowd. That
asV{/eignedhscgool spigt. fruition in the latter part of the sea- - With Kennedy as our Home- j,stin Lee and Keiske Satake arescalated to the pointwhere.people

e at the Sports Departmentson. coming rivals, Albany school spirit isai § ;
sl iveniss — Abanys Reguiles o Abanys n- sy oeo e s LA e i bkl or
peril is over. provement upon last season, howtikes of Billy Bennet “truck fools” 11.air class has won the float Com'_ﬁadt t tﬁ g "

Two of Albany’s three league ever, one thing is certain: weand make for a lopsided victory. etition every vear but one Afto gt?] (: ee_me_rg;entcyErgoHrp.
losses this season have been at tlleminate Kennedy High. The Cougars ruined Kennedy’sp “We h VY th ft. the Ad nistration canceled ,
hands of perennial ACCAL pow- Remember Kennedy? Who carHomecoming last year but don't h € have a mor:j ab (?Ird edA ministration canceled the event.
erhouses De Anza and St. Mary'sforget our rival out of Richmond, expect any productive revenget eme IS announce to build and Here at Albany we too are faced

The third setback was to Piedthe lone ACCAL school that fell from the Eagles. prepare our float,” says Satakewith the possibility of events be-
mont, a team which has proven taictim to Albany last year, 16-8.  Albany’s “new and improved” This year the theme is cities. We"mg canceled.
hold a renewed and highly potent  The passing game flourished foisquad will quite surely control the[the Senlors] have Sgn Franmsco. We should look to_ oth_er scho_ols
air attack, evidenced by its 38-34Albany, providing huge gains andgame, making this year's highly- 11is €xtended period of time for for new Homecoming ideas, in-
Victory over St. Mary'sl the Sameaccounting for a touchdown and ainticipated Homecoming all theﬂoatbu||d|ng IS he|pfu| n CreaUng stead of Suffe”ng similar punISh-

Powder Puff, one of the most
anticipated Homecoming events
brings femme power to a new
level.

The Senior Class is scheduled tq
battle the Sophomores, while Jun
iors will be busy picking a fight
with the Freshmen.

Covered with mud and pumped
with spirit, the two victors then
slug it out in the championship.

team that last year chewed outwo-point conversion. more exciting. bigger and better floats becausements.
Albany’s Homecoming Through The Ages
by Colleen Smallfield Still, the actual product has trafpolyester suits with pieces datindfs at— — - " !

ditionally been less of a stress thaback all the way to 1970.

Tradition is the word most usedthe “bonding” the students do over Perhaps another time-honoreg
in conjunction with Albany High's floats. tradition as important as float-
Homecoming. Campus Supervisor Josh Freebuilding is Powder Puff.

While some of it has beenman, better known as Fuzzy, This tradition began in the mid-
changed over the years, many tragraduated from AHS in 1987 and60s with Senior girls playing a
ditions endure. says that floatbuilding “was morelighthearted game against Varsit

Mr. Ed Hill, an art teacher in his of a social gathering.” Football players.
27th year at AHS says, “Home- Fuzzy also recalls another class Powder Puff existed in this fash-|
coming has stayed pretty much thebonding activity: “We had a Seniorion until it was mysteriously
same. Floats, the parade, the exsleep-over in Memorial Park, theredropped in the early '90s, only to
citement of the class competition.”was barbecue and music. It wageturn a few years later.

The Homecoming that is famil- actually a fun thing.” When the activity was brought
iar to the students and community At the end of the parade througtback on the scene, it had a ne
now all began in 1966 when theAlbany, the Cougar football teamedge.
first float was built by Cougar stu- has always played but unfortu- This generation of Powder Pufftradition which seems to havenate the negatives — eggs, wa
dents. nately not always won. players are bloodthirsty. slowly drifted out of the Home- balloons — and all the other cow-

Floats have remained quite simi- However, Mr. Hill cites his fa- Each class creates a team ancbming festivities. ardly acts, Homecoming would
lar but modern floats seem to havevorite memory as the 1990 Homeplays each other in tournament- However, both Mr. Hill and great.”
benefited from students gainingcoming, mostly because “Albanystyle fashion. Fuzzy point out that eggs were Homecoming has always rg-
experience with building. beat Piedmont that day.” The Senior Class dominatednever part of past Homecomings.volved around traditions. Som

In the mid '80s and early '90s, To support AHS, the Cougarover the years, until last year's “We knew everybody’s par- date back 30 years and some
lawn floats accompanied the tra-mascot has been present at mostomecoming when the then Junents,” confesses Fuzzy. “Eggingbe created by this year’s Senio
ditional car floats and were dis-Homecoming games along withior Class of 2000 became the firseach others’ houses wouldn’'t be Perhaps the rich history of thi
played in the area which used tahe Marching Band. to tip Seniors from their throne. acceptable.” school comes from these tradi-
be our beloved courtyard. While the mascot has gone Along with the spirit of Powder  Mr. Hill clearly agrees with tions.

But the lawn floats were often through at least four different cosPuff, the AHS male population of- Fuzzy’'s sentiment: “Eggs are Whether or not this is true
promptly destroyed by rival tumes, the AHS Marching Band isten switched roles and wore thenore abusive, they aren’t a part othere’s to a crizzy Homecoming fdr
classes. still sporting those red and yellowgirls’ cheerleading uniforms—a Homecoming. If we could elimi- everyone!

MR. JOSH FREEMAN shows off his stomach at 1987 Homecom-
ing festivities and the moment is forever captured in his Yearbook.




