Evidence-Based Chiropractic (RSCH 91841)

Literature Search Exercise

Written Assignment I (25 points)

Due April 10, 2003

Name:

Matric No.:

Simply follow these stepwise instructions for online literature searching and fill in the answers to questions as you go. Some of the search tools must be accessed from a computer on the Palmer campus. Searches of PubMed.gov can be done via any internet connection. 
1. Go to the Palmer College website (www.palmer.edu). Select “Palmer College”, then select “Library”. From the library window, select “PHSL Databases”.

(There is some valuable information available here, particularly under “Chiropractic Online Resources”. If you haven’t been here before, I recommend that you make it a point to come back and browse around.)


Choose EBSCOhost (PCC restricted access). Choose EBSCOhost web. Browse the list describing the 18 database and index resources available here.
Question: Which 3 EBSCOhost databases do you think would be the richest source of scientific chiropractic literature? Why?
Question: What is the association between the Cochrane products CDSR and CCTR?

(Hint: one of them supplies input for the other)
2. Close the EBSCO window and go back to the Palmer Library window. Choose PubMED.

Question: PubMED is a service of __________________________________, and provides access to over _____________ MEDLINE citations dating back to __________.

3. Enter the word chiropractic in the PubMED search window, click “go”. You will see approximately 139 pages of results. You can access successive pages by clicking “next” at the bottom of the window.  Please browse the first few pages of search results.
Questions: Name an article from the search results whose title sounds intriguing to you in terms of clinical significance (i.e. you think you might learn something from it to apply in clinical practice). Explain why it sounds interesting to you, or, if you don’t see an interesting title, suggest what type of article would be of interest to you, clinically.

Question: Browse the first few pages of results, then name one of the journals that appears several times in the list (i.e. a journal that frequently publishes research involving chiropractic).

4. Go back to the PubMED search window. Think of a health condition or health-related term (such as stroke, subluxation, or musculoskeletal). After the word chiropractic type AND, a space, then the term that you have chosen. Click ‘go’.  
If you can’t think of a word that gives you satisfactory search results, you may use one of the suggestions from the separate list that is posted on your class website.(But I prefer to see your own thoughts and interests)
Questions: How many citations were retrieved related to chiropractic and your chosen word? How many different journal titles are shown in your search results (less than 5; 5 to 10; or more than 10)? Comment on the types of journals or types of articles that seem to be covering your topic of interest. (indicate in your answer the word that you used in your search). 
5. Go back to the PHSL Electronic Resources page and choose Index to Chiropractic Literature (ICL). Repeat the searches you did in PubMED. It works a little differently in this search tool. You will have to do 2 separate searches – one for chiropractic and one for your chosen word. Then follow the instructions on the screen for combining sets. 
Questions: How many results did you get for chiropractic? How many results did you get for chiropractic combined with your other word? Are any scientific journals included in your results? If so, name one of them. Are any trade journals included in your results? If so, name one of them. (you must view the results of your combined search by clicking on the SEARCH RESULTS SET to see the journal names).
6. Go back to the PHSL Electronic Resources page and choose MANTIS (PCC restricted access). Choose “BASIC SEARCH”. (You know the drill () Repeat the searches for chiropractic and for chiropractic AND your other word. You can use the Boolean operator AND to include both words in one search, as you did in PubMED. 
Questions: How many results did you get for chiropractic? How many results did you get for chiropractic plus your other word? Comment on whether there are any obvious differences between the results from ICL and those from MANTIS in terms of research-oriented articles vs. news articles vs. opinion and commentary.Which database appears to be more inclusive of all types of chiropractic literature?
Thank you for completing this exercise and assignment. You may turn this in as a typed paper or you may email it as a Word document to morschhauser_e@palmer.edu by 5pm April 10, 2003. I hope you have learned something about literature search databases from this, and I welcome your comments or suggestions to improve this exercise for future classes.
Credit for this assignment will be posted on or before April 14, 2003.  If you turn in an assignment and do not get posted credit, you must let me know by class time on April 17 so that we can investigate the problem.

