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YOUNG, Alexander Simpson (Forward)

Born: Slamannan, 23 June 1880

Died: Portobello, Edinburgh. 17 September 1959

1911: Height: 5 ft 9 inch. Weight: 11 stone 8 lbs.

	Football Career:
	Apps.
	Goals.

	
	Slamannan Juniors
	11
	7 (estimated)

	1899
	Paisley St. Mirren
	
	

	1899-01
	Falkirk
	35
	0

	1901-11
	Everton
	314
	125

	1911
	Tottenham Hotspur
	5
	3

	1912
	Manchester City
	13
	2

	1912
	South Liverpool
	
	

	1913
	Burslem Port Vale
	
	

	
	Total:
	378
	137
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Alexander Simpson Young, better known as Sandy was born in the Scottish Town of Slamannan on 23 June 1880 and started his football career in his hometown.

It was whilst with the junior club that he played eleven games and, in one game against Bannockburn in the Stirlingshire Cup managed to net seven goals in a glorious 11-1 victory.

It was whilst Young was at Slamannan Juniors when was spotted by St. Mirren whom offered him a deal which he accepted. 
He played just one season with the Scottish club before joining Falkirk, who then competed in the Midland League, Scottish Combination and Central Combination at this time.

His stay at Brockville brought him 35 appearances, but unfortunately records do not show how many goals (if any) he scored. Walter Young, his brother also played for Falkirk between 1901 and 1902 where he played four games.

In 1901 Alex was transferred to Everton in a deal that most probably changed his football life forever. The Merseyside club weren’t as successful as they may be now but during Young’s Goodison Park career which spanned ten years he was able to lift the FA Cup in 1906, whilst a year later would fail in their attempt to retain the trophy.

Although a prolific scorer for the Merseyside club, netting one in three games on average he was only ever capped twice by his native Scotland, against England in 1905 and against Wales in 1907.

He made history when, in their third FA Cup Final Young netted the winning goal with thirteen minutes remaining on the clock – this, after seeing a previous goal disallowed for offside.
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Cup finalists Newcastle United would have been disappointed with this defeat, they were, in the eyes of the football World considered as the strong favourites to lift the cup, but lost to the weak underdogs from Merseyside.

After being denied FA Cup glory in 1893 against Wolverhampton Wanderers (1-0) and four years later against another Midlands team Aston Villa (3-2) it would have been a great achievement to finally bring to Cup home. More so as rivals Liverpool had yet to appear in a major Cup final.

From Liverpool’s lime street station, the Everton heroes were taken to Goodison Park in a four-in-hand carriage with ‘Super Captain’ Jack Taylor showing the greatest trophy in the World to the cheering blue crowed.
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Ironically history would repeat itself, Liverpool had won the Championship in 1906 and 60 years later the same feat would happen with Everton, two goals down at half-time the Toffees would fight back to beat Sheffield Wednesday 3-2 in the 1966 final with their rivals, the Reds winning the league.

However, with only days remaining to the Cup final Young was hit hard in the Liverpool Echo as they revealed their player profiles; “Sandy Young, the centre-forward, is a variable sort of man who plays one good game in three on average. He takes the bumps a centre-forward must inevitably expect smilingly and determination makes up for lack of skill at times.”

After this victory, the only which Young would manage during his playing career would see the 1906-07 campaign go down with a barn storming success. Along the way to a 2-1 defeat to Sheffield Wednesday in the FA Cup Final he would net 28 goals and become First Division top scorer for that season.

Only Bill ‘Dixie’ Dean (1924-37, 433 (0) + 383), Graeme Sharp (1979-90, 426 (21) + 159) and Bob Latchford (1973-80, 286 (3) + 138) scored more goals than Young during their Everton reign.

It was at the time considered a great achievement by an Everton player to find so may goals in a season. The memory of this is still celebrated today at Goodison Park with an historic mosaic image of Young, which hangs from the wall at the top of the staircase from the haply-named ‘Alex Young suite.’

The image of the player was discovered in 1986 when doing some renovation work at the Sandon Hotel. It was, in Victorian times used as the Everton FC changing rooms, and like Young’s downfall the picture is unclear as to origins.

He is pictured wearing the old salmon pink shirt with navy blue shorts. Having completed renovated work on the Sandon Hotel the mosaic image was handed rightfully back to the Football Club and the old Hotel was named ‘The Picture House’.

1906-07 was a good season for Sandy; on 29 September 1906 the former Falkirk forward helped himself to two goals as Everton recorded a 2-1 victory at Liverpool with the home fixture much later that season ending 0-0.

And, in March 1907 Young would finally be handed another cap by Scotland in their Home Nations tie against Wales.
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On 1 September 1906, the opening day of the season Young would score in a 2-2 away draw at Middlesbrough whilst 48 hours later he would help himself to four more as Everton recorded their highest ever league victory in a 9-1 home win against Manchester City.

On 8 June 1911 Tottenham Hotspur paid Everton £500 for his services, but just before he left Merseyside, in November 1910 he scored a hat-trick against Blackburn Rovers in a net busting 6-1 victory.
In doing so Young become the first Everton player to score a hat trick against the Lancashire club.  
During his Goddison Park career Young managed to grab himself no more than five hat-tricks, these (listed in chronically order) are:
· 1 April 1904 – Everton 5-2 Liverpool (scored four goals)

· 5 November 1904 – Everton 5-1 Nottingham Forest (scored four goals)

· 3 September 1906 – Everton 9-1 Manchester City (scored four goals)

· 26 September 1908 – Everton 6-3 Manchester City

· 19 November 1910 – Everton 6-1 Blackburn Rovers

His stay at White Hart Lane only lasted a few months and on 4 November Manchester City also paid £500 to take him away. He played just five games for Spurs, scoring in three, but these were all played during the month of September.

After 13 games and two goals for City he left and later moved back to Merseyside where he had a spell with South Liverpool and Burslem Port Vale before he immigrated to Australia in 1914.

What happened in the Southern Hemisphere has long been a mystery, it was once knowledge that sources claim he was hanged following a case of sheep rustling, whilst others suggest he ended his days in asylum in Scotland following a manslaughter case.

His brother John Young raised a herd of dairy cattle at Tongala, it is believed he moved there to help is brother.

In December 1915 Alex was charged with the murder of his brother, despite being guilty of such charge he was, in June 1916 found guilty of ‘manslaughter’ and sentenced to three years in an Australian prison.

Although guilty, Young ‘got off’, but only owing to evidence produced from football officials from England. They testified that during his playing career Alexander Simpson Young had been subject to fits of temporary insanity.

Upon completion of he sentence he was not released straight away but was, in fact kept in custody on the grounds of mental ‘weakness’ and it was some time before he returned home to Scotland.

A newspaper cutting from the Liverpool Daily Post in December 1960 recalled; “Sandy Young immigrated to Australia after leaving Goodison Park and was involved there in a case of manslaughter.”

On Thursday 17 September 1959 he passed away in a nursing home in Portobello in the capital city of Edinburgh. He was buried two days later at 11:30 am at Seafield Cemetery.

His playing career didn’t last long in contrast to other players, but his fourteen or so years in football made him a legend at Everton. In the end he had notched up 293 appearances and scored 115 goals in the Football League, all at top flight.

He was described as “an alert player, skilled in ball control and finishing, and an excellent marksman,” a fitting tribute to a once great player.

:: Match Reports ::
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	Sheffield Wednesday 5-5 Everton

12 November 1904

First Division

Attendance: 12,000
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Over the years Everton have enjoyed several dramatic encounters with Sheffield Wednesday, but none can be as extraordinary as one that was endured in November 1904.

Wednesday were the reigning First Division Champions, and had begun the season with seven straight wins, but went into this game having suffered three defeats.

Everton, in the table were directly behind the Owls in fourth position and had just hit five goals past Nottingham Forest (5-1) the previous week.

Adding to the Owls problem was the injury to keeper Jack Lydall (foot) and had to rely on reserve keeper Jarvis who was making only his second outing for the Owlerton club.

With Harry Chapman once again injured, Vivian S. Simpson, the former Sheffield FC amateur came in to deputise upfront.

With only two minutes gone Sandy Young shot Everton ahead, but eight minutes later little Harry Davis equalised for Wednesday; and soon afterwards Vivian Simpson claimed that the ball had spun over the line – with the referee ruling otherwise.

Recovering from the temporary absence of Sam Ashworth, Everton turned up the style that lead them into half time 5-1 up with two goals from Jimmy Settle, Hardman and Abbott.

In the second half the Owls attempted to recover from the four-goal margin, they did so but didn’t start the comeback until the 63rd minute. 

Balmer tripped George Simpson in the box who was tearing down on goal. Scott saved Stewart’s penalty but he recovered to slam the rebound into the goal with Scott left stranded.

The turning point in the game came soon after when, Scott, who had taken a heavy knock early on, retired from the game and with no substitutes was forced to play with ten men.

However this wasn’t until, on the 68th minute when George Simpson pulled back another goal for the home side.

Wednesday was now in command of the game; Stewart rattled the post with one shot as the Owls urged for a point. And, as the home team’s pressure soared Vivian S. Simpson pounced in a goalmouth scrabble to make it 4-5 with ten minutes remaining.

As the crowd’s enthusiasm and tension sensed a historic comeback the game turned sour, in a moment of madness, Davis punched Hardman and the referee was given no option but to produce a red card.

With the teams set at ten men each it looked as though the men from Merseyside would hang on, but with barely 30 seconds left Bob Ferrier hammered the ball into the goal following a lofted free kick. What a finish to an exciting game!

Owls: Jarvis. Leyton. Burton. Ferrier (1). Crawshaw. Ruddlesdin. Davis (1). Stewart (1). Wilson. V S Simpson (1). G Simpson (1).

Toffees: Scott. Balmer. Crelley. Ashworth. Taylor. Abbott (1). Sharp. McDermott. Young (1). Settle (2). Hardman (1).

Referee: F. Heath (Birmingham)
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	Everton 1-0 Newcastle United

21 April 1906

FA Cup Final

Attendance: 75,609
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This was Everton’s third appearance in an FA Cup Final and proved to be lucky as the Blues from Liverpool defeated strong favourites Black & White Newcastle United at Crystal Palace.

For the Magpies it was a double blow as they had been denied Cup glory just 12 months previous against Aston Villa (2-0) and was expected to make amends for there failure against Everton.

Despite being considered underdogs they seemed quietly confident of success in London, they would have been happy being named as outsiders, which would have taken off a bit of pressure.

It was a bright and breezy afternoon in April where almost 75,000 sneaked into the Palace, many of which had made the long journey from Newcastle and Liverpool. The teams themselves were both up for it, and it showed as only the previous week both teams were fined for fielding under-strengthened sides.

The first forty-five minutes was a dull affair with both sides failing to convert chances that were put in front of them as it looked as though, despite much expectations that they were indeed suffering from a bout of stage fright.

Just days before the game Newcastle’s strong half-back line promised to make ‘mincemeat’ out of the Everton forwards and bring the Cup back home, but whilst clear-cut chances were missed the Everton faithful knew that with Sandy Young and Jimmy Settle in their side they stood a good chance.

After 15 minutes of the game it was Settle who saw a powerful header saved by Magpies keeper Lawrence, but generally the penetration, which had been a key feature along their way to the final, was lacking substance.

Eight minutes into the second half, in which the Merseyside team were in full command appeared to have broken the deadlock. Sharp whipped in a cross, which dazzled keeper Lawrence, and as he failed to hold, Young received Settle’s pass to slot the ball home – only to be ruled offside.

United then started to throw their weight around in the fear that, yet again another defeat would come there way and the referee was forced to stop the game in order to issue Newcastle with a warning over there less gentlemanly conduct.

Everton again where on top and they didn’t have to wait long until the moment they had been waiting for arrived.

With thirteen minutes were left on the clock, Jack Taylor found Sharp wanting. Sharp skipped past two lunging United players before firing in a low centre to Sandy Young, this time there was no offside flag as he slashed beyond Lawrence to take the FA Cup to Merseyside for the every first time in Everton’s history.

Toffees: Scott, W Balmer. Crelley. Makepeace. Taylor. Abbott. Sharp. Bolton. Young (1). Settle. Hardman.

Magpies: Lawrence. McCombie. Carr. Gardner. Aitken. McWilliam. Rutherford. Howie. Veitch. Orr. Gosnell.
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	Sheffield Wednesday 2-1 Everton

20 April 1907

FA Cup Final

Attendance: 84,584
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Sheffield Wednesday won the FA Cup for the second time in their history to date, and they did so as underdogs. Everton had lifted the Cup the previous year having beaten Newcastle United 1-0 at Crystal Palace with Young as scorer.

However the Owls went into the game under strengthened. Harry Davis had broken his leg during the third round replay with Sunderland on 27 February, and in his absence led to Harry Chapman taking the right-wing place whilst Frank Bradshaw came in at inside right.

The Merseyside team put the Yorkshire men under pressure early on in the game and hit the woodwork once before Wednesday took the lead on 20 minutes. Chapman and Stewart were involved in the build up to the goal; Scott twice punched clear a cross. 

At the third attempt Chapman fired in a shot, which Billy Scott stopped but couldn’t handle and could only watch as the ball trickled over the line with Jimmy Stewart tucked in the make sure.

Wednesday found themselves under a mountain of pressure following their lead, and just on the stroke of half time found the score level as Jack Sharp (see below) squeezed past his marker to fire home.

After that timely goal the game could have gone either way as each side pushed on for a winner. However with just four minutes remaining the Owls found the goal that would take the trophy back to Sheffield.

The goal came from Andrew Wilson’s never-say-die attitude. A long pass down the right hand side looked to be going out of play, but Wilson rushed along to stop it going over the touchline. In one swift movement he swung the ball towards the goal – where George Stewart scuttled along to head the ball into the net.

Tommy Crawshaw, aged 34 was the only survivor the Sheffield Wednesday side that had been in the previous FA Cup side that won in 1896 against Wolverhampton Wanderers (2-1). Crawshaw, happily collected the trophy and will always be remember as the day the Owls confounded the critics as the underdogs won the cup.

It did however proved to be a fantastic moment for Crawshaw in his long career at Wednesday, which spanned fourteen years starting from 1894, in total he made 465 appearances and scored just 27 goals for the Sheffield club.

Owls: Lyall. Layton. Burton. Brittleton. Crawshaw. Bartlett. Chapman. Bradshaw. Wilson. Stewart (1). Simpson (1).

Toffees: Scott. W Balmer. R Balmer. Makepeace. Taylor. Abbott. Sharp (1). Bolton. Young. Settle. Hardman.

Referee: N. Whittaker (London).
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England 1-0 Scotland


At Crystal Palace


1 April 1905





England: Linacre (Nottingham Forest), Spencer (Aston Villa), Smith (Reading), Ruddlesdin (Sheffield Wed), Roberts (Manchester United), Leake (Aston Villa), Sharp (Everton), Bloomer (Derby), Woodward (Tottenham), Bache (1) (Aston Villa), Bridgett (Sunderland).





Scotland: Lyall (Sheffield Wed), McCombie (Newcastle), Watson (Sunderland), Aitken (Newcastle), Thomson (Hearts), McWilliam (Newcastle), Walker (Hearts), Howie (Newcastle), Young (Everton), Somers (Celtic), Wilson (Hearts). 





Scotland 0-1 Wales


At Racecourse Ground, Wrexham FC


4 March 1907





Scotland:  McBride (Preston), Jackson (St. Mirren), Sharp (Arsenal), Aitken (Middlesbrough), Thomson (Hearts), McWilliam (Newcastle), Stewart (Manchester City), Livingstone (Rangers), Young (Everton), Fitchie (QPR), Smith (Rangers).





Wales: Roose (Stoke), Blew (Wrexham), C. Morris (Derby), Lathom (Liverpool), Davies (Stoke), Price (Aston Villa), Meredith (Manchester United), Jones (Manchester City), Morgan-Owen (Welshpool), A. Morris (Nottingham Forest), Jones (Wrexham).





Everton 9-1 Manchester City


Monday, 3 September 1906


First Division





Everton: Scott, Balmer, Crelley, Booth, Taylor (1), Abbott (1), Sharp, Bolton (1), Young (4), Settle (2). G. Wilson (1). 





Action from the 1907 FA Cup Final along with player pictures from each side. Sandy Young can be found on the bottom row, 5th from your right hand side.





Sheffield Wednesday (top row): Unknown





Everton (bottom row): Harry Makepeace, Walter Balmer, Jack Taylor, William (Billy) Scott, Walter Abbott, Jack Sharp, Alexander Simpson Young, Jimmy Settle, Harold Hardman, Robert Balmer, Hugh Bolton. 





Everton show off their FA Cup triumph. Left of the famous Cup is Sandy Young.





GOAL!!! Jack Sharp slams the ball into the Wednesday net for the leveller.
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