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Text Comprehension

Why students all over the country are taking so long to graduate from college
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	     During his seven years in college, most of them at the University of Hawaii, Travis Quezon has 
studied chemistry and oceanography, art history and sign language. A few years ago, he decided to get
focused and graduate in English-and geography. However, he can't say exactly when he'll graduate.
"Maybe next May," he says.
     Kids used to go to college for four years. But a new study, released this spring, shows that most
students today take about five years to graduate. The problem is particularly bad at public universities,
where, on average, only half the students get out in four years-compared with 80 percent of private-
school kids. At the University of Michigan, fully 65 percent graduate on time. But at UCLA, only 42
percent graduate in four years, and less than a third of the students in the Texas university system do. 
     Many of the slower-moving students insist that they're not being lazy or indecisive-quite the 
opposite. They'd like to graduate fast, but state budget cuts have made it impossible to take all the
courses they need in time. Anne Keldermans, 23, for example, never considered an economics major
until she was forced into an economy course when an accounting class she needed was cut. Now, with 
a minor in business administration, she hopes to graduate from Illinois State more than five years after
she started.
     To be competitive in a tough job market, some students say they need two or three degrees. 
Student jobs are another issue. The American Council on Education says that 80 percent of students
now work about 20 hours a week during the school year. While many are trying to pay tuition, others
work to improve their quality of life. Rich kids are as likely to have jobs as lower-income students, but
they work for "a car payment, a cell phone, a nicer apartment, a spring-break trip," says Jacqueline King,
of ACE.
     Now a number of state schools are implementing initiatives aimed at moving kids more quickly
through the system. The University of Texas has created the $22 million "B-On-Time" program, which
offers select students the chance to get bonus if they graduate in four years with a B average. Illinois is
guaranteeing first-year students that their fees won't increase-as long as they finish in four years. Judy
Smith from UCLA has started monitoring students' progress. Those who don't take enough credits per
semester may be punished. "When students say they want to stay longer than four years, I ask them if
they're prepared to write to a well-qualified candidate who won't get a place in the university as a result.
That argument doesn't convince them completely but it does make them think. And that's what college is
supposed to be all about", she says.


Pat Wingert for Newsweek, May 31, 2004. 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/5039452/ 


Questão 01

The main purpose of Text 1 is to: 

(A) criticize American universities which force students to graduate early.
(B) explain the reasons why all American university students graduate later.
(C) demand severe punishment to university students who cannot graduate on time.
(D) report on a serious problem some American universities are facing nowadays.
(E) justify why American university students should spend a long time at school. 
Questão 02
Mark the only true statement concerning the ideas presented in paragraphs 2 to 5. 

(A) Private-school students take longer to graduate than public-school ones.
(B) Some students cannot finish the university in time due to the lack of course offers.
(C) In the past, all American kids took longer than four years to finish their university courses.
(D) The American job market requires the students to graduate from 2 or 3 university courses.
(E) American universities are offering prizes to students who graduate in the first positions. 

Questão 03
Check the only correct statement according to Text 1: 

(A) "released" (line 5) could be replaced by "published".
(B) "particularly" (line 6) means "exclusively".
(C) the opposite of "indecisive" (line 10) is "uncertain".
(D) "tough" (line 16) and "weak" are synonymous.
(E) "increase" (line 25) and "rise" are antonymous. 

Questão 04 

The pronoun "his" in "During his seven years in college…" (lines 1-2) refers to "Travis Quezon". Mark the item which contains an INCORRECT correspondence: 

(A) "where" (line 7) refers to "public universities".
(B) "they" (line 10) refers to "slower-moving students".
(C) "they" (line 20) refers to "lower-income students".
(D) "which" (line 23) refers to "B-On-Time program".
(E) "they" (line 25) refers to "first-year students". 

Questão 05
The sentence "While many are trying to pay tuition, others work to improve their quality of life". (lines 18-19) expresses an idea of: 

(A) result.
(B) contrast.
(C) addition.
(D) condition.
(E) exemplification. 

Questão 06
In the sentence "Rich kids are as likely to have jobs as lower-income students…says Jacqueline King of ACE." (lines 19-21), the author means that: 

(A) Neither rich nor poor students will find jobs easily after they graduate from college.
(B) Not only rich students but also poor ones will face problems when entering the job market.
(C) Rich and poor students like to have jobs to pay for cars, trips, phones and apartments.
(D) Rich and poor students have to work during university to pay for their expenses.
(E) Rich and poor students have the same probability of finding a job during college. 

Questão 07
In the sentence "Illinois is guaranteeing first-year students that their fees won't increase - as long as they finish in four years" (lines 24-25), "as long as" could be replaced by all the items below, EXCEPT: 

(A) if.
(B) in case.
(C) unless.
(D) provided that.
(E) on condition that. 

