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THE UNITED NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

Fall 2002

Mondays, 8.00 p.m. – 10.00 p.m.

Prof. Ahmad Kamal, former Ambassador of Pakistan

Course Description: 

The transition from the end of the Twentieth Century to the beginning of the Twenty‑First Century coincides with a period of exciting and fundamental change in international relations, characterised by an increasing awareness and debate about the role of the international public sector in an ever shrinking world.  Never has the challenge been greater for international organisations as they come to terms with the problems connected with the regulation of the international commons, the promotion of economic and social development, the provision of public services to refugees and displaced persons, the providing direct services for peace and security, and the enforcement of global human rights norms.  All this is being done under relentless public scrutiny. 

It is imperative then that those who choose to explore or undertake public service at the global level thoroughly grasp the context in which they will work. 

In a much lauded, much maligned, much misunderstood environment, the United Nations System is being subjected to varying interpretations, about its structure, its role, its role, its challenges, its potential, and its essential work.  Some believe it is a supra‑national structure, others, that it is the forum for the solution of all problems. Students will come to appreciate its strengths and weaknesses. 

The course will introduce students to the application and the study of the role of and influence of the United Nations and other international organizations, and global issues and how international policy is formed and implemented with other nations and actors.  The course will discuss the history of the United Nations, the rise of influence and responsibilities of international and non‑governmental organizations. It will examine the importance of international organizations in multilateral trade and financial transactions, and the growth and implementation of international laws.   Specific global issues will also be explored, such as peace and security and disarmament, economic development, human rights, the environment, etc.

Readings
Ziring, L. & Riggs, R, & Plano, J, (2000). The United Nations ‑International Organisation and World Politics.  Orlando: Harcourt College Publishers.
The United Nations Handbook, 2001 Edition, published by the New Zealand Foreign Office.

Some useful web‑sites which can be constantly consulted are the following : 

· <http://www.un.org/> 

· <http://www.globalpolicy.org/> 

· <http://www.unfoundation.org/> 

Overview of the UN System 

UN in Brief : <http://www.un.org/Overview/brief.html> 

Milestones in UN History : <http://www.un.org/Overview/milesto4.html> 

Origin of the United Nations : <http://www.un.org/Overview/origin.html> 

Structure and Functions of the UN: Organs and Their Inter‑Relationship

UN Charter : <http://www.un.org/aboutun/charter> 

Principal Organs : <http://www.un.org/aboutun> 

Jesse Helms speech

<http://www.senate.gov/~helms/FedGov/UNSpeech/unspeech.html> 

An Agenda for Peace, Boutros Ghali : <http://www.un.org/Docs/SG/agpeace.html> 

The Veto : <http://www.globalpolicy.org/security/data/>

Peace and Security:  Developments in the Peacekeeping Function 

Peacekeeping Panel Report : <http://www.un.org/peace/reports/peace_operations> 

Rwanda Report : <http://www.un.org/News/ossg/rwanda_report.htm> 

Srebrenica Report : <http://www.un.org/peace> The Fall of Srebrenica, pgs 102‑110
Disarmament:  Nuclear and Conventional, The Relationship with Development 

Readings : 

Non Proliferation Treaty : <http://www.un.org/Depts/dda/WMD/treaty/index.html> 

Small Arms : <http://www.un.org/Depts/dda/CAB/smallarms/> 

Disarmament and Development : <http://www.un.org/Depts/dda/dc2652.htm> 

The Folly of Arms Control, Jonathan Schell, Foreign Affairs, Sep-Oct 2000 

Dealing with the Bomb in South Asia, Strobe Talbott,  Foreign Affairs, Mar-Apr 1999
Functional Priorities:  Peace and Security versus Economic and Social Development

Feeding Refugees, or War?, Ben Barber, Foreign Affairs, Jul‑Aug 1997 

Helping the Poorest, The Economist, <http://www.economist.com/editorial/

freeforall/19990814/ld7508.html> 

Getting Debt Relief Right, M.A. Thomas, Foreign Affairs, Sep-Oct 2001

The Environmental Agenda

Rio Declaration : <http://www.unep.org/> 

Human Rights and Sovereignty
Human Rights Today : <http://www.un.org/rights/HRToday>

Are Human Rights Universal, Thomas Franck, Foreign Affairs, Jan-Feb 2001

The Attack on Human Rights, Michael Ignatieff, Foreign Affairs, Nov-Dec 2001

International Law and Norm Setting

The Role of the Legal Counsel, Hans Corell 

<http://www.un.org/law/counsel/ottawa.htm> 

The IBRD, the IMF, and the WTO

The Future of the International Financial Architecture, Foreign Affairs, Nov-Dec 1999 

Towards a Paradigm of Embedded Financial Liberalism, Inge Kaul 

Out of the Box, Robert Wade, Journal of Human Development, Feb 2000 

Towards a Better Financial Architecture, Stephany Griffith‑Jones, ibid. 

Ten Common Misunderstandings about the WTO: 

<http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/10mis_e/10m00_e.htm> 

Trade Policy for a Networked World, Charlene Barshefsky, Foreign Affairs, Mar-Apr 2001

The World Bank’s Mission Creep, Jessica Einhorn, Foreign Affairs, Sep-Oct 2001

The Relationship Between the UN and  the Private Sector

Background : <http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/indxbiz.htm> 

Global Compact : <http://www.unglobalcompact.org/> 

The Global Economy and the Nation State, Peter Drucker, Foreign Affairs, Sep/Oct 1997

Regional organisations

Europe, the Necessary Partner, William Wallace, Foreign Affairs, May-Jun 2001

EU relationship with the UN:

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/cnc/2001/com2001_0231en01.pdf

ASEAN: http://www.aseansec.org/menu.asp?action=2&content=2

NAFTA: http://www.nafta-sec-alena.org/english/index.htm
UN Reform:  History and Adjustment to New Actors 
Background : <http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/index.htm> 

Background analysis : <http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/analysis.htm> 

Learning to Live with NGOs,  P. J. Simmons,  Foreign Policy,  Fall 1998  

Power shift, Jessica Mathews, Foreign Affairs, Jan/Feb 1997 
Future Challenges:  Borders, Ethnicity, Conflicts, and Trusteeship
Millennium Report of the SG : <http://www.un.org/millennium/sg/report> 

Cyberpolitik : The Changing Nature of Power in the Information Age, David Rothkopf,  

The Internet, Andrew Shapiro, Foreign Policy, Summer 1999 

The Coming Anarchy, Robert Kaplan, Atlantic Monthly, Feb 1994

The Knowledge Gap, Avinesh Persaud, Foreign Affairs, Mar-Apr 2001

The Clash of Globalisations, Peter van Ham, Foreign Affairs Jan-Feb 2001 
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