The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has just released the findings of a ten-year study on firearm-related injuries and deaths involving children and adolescents.  The results will be published in the April edition of “Pediatrics”, the official journal of the AAP.  What they reveal is alarming. 


In 1997 there were 32,436 firearm-related deaths in the United States, of which 4,223 involved individuals under the age of 20.  In the same year, 85% of all homicides and 63% of all suicides involving 15 to 19 year olds were committed with firearms.  Also in 1997, 306 children under the age of 20 were killed unintentionally by firearm ‘accidents’. 

The study also found that the overall rate of firearm-related death in children under the age of 15 was 12 times higher than that of 25 other industrialized nations; and the rate homicides committed with firearms was 16 times higher than that of the 25 countries combined. 

In 1994 the cost of treating the 134,445 gunshot injuries was estimated to be around $2.3 billion, of which $1.1 billion was billed to the American taxpayer.  

The AAP states the “because firearm-related injury to children is associated with death and severe morbidity and is a significant public health problem childcare professionals can and should provide effective leadership in the efforts to stem this epidemic.”  They conclude their findings by suggesting a number of ways in which healthcare professionals can aid in reducing the number of injuries and deaths as the result of firearms:

The most cost-effective way being removing guns from homes and communities.  Healthcare professionals were urged to educated parents as to the danger of guns both inside and outside the home with pediatricians including questions about guns (particularly handguns as handguns continue to be the major contributor to firearm-related deaths) in their parent history.  Pediatricians were also advised to urge parents with guns to removed them from the home. The AAP suggest that the power of handguns be limited through regulation of ammunition manufacturing and gun importation. Popular media was also urged to limit the romanticization of guns in films and music, as well toy and video game designers were encouraged to do the same. 

The AAP also supports the development of a national surveillance data system by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Center for Health Statistics.

If you would like to read more, please visit the AAP web site at http://www.AAP.org.

