Massachusetts now has the toughest and most comprehensive firearm laws in the United States.  The new laws, which are now in effect, include: the ban of sales of the ‘Saturday Night Special’; child-proof locks on every gun sold in the state; tamper-resistant serial numbers; and indicators on all semiautomatic handguns to signal whether or not there is a bullet in the chamber. 

The law was drafted in 1997 by the then Attorney General Scott Harsbarger.  It was able to by-pass legislature by the clever utilization of the broad powers of the attorney general to regulate consumer products.  Though 34 other states have similar laws allowing for the control of firearms as if they were ‘consumer goods’, Massachusetts is the only state that imposed such a law.  Spot checks of gun sales shops begin in 15 days.  Smith and Wesson (under the threat of a Federal lawsuit) has decided to provide external child safety locks for all its handguns within 60 days with built-in locks to follow within 2 years.  Gun advocates argue that the child safety locks might give criminals an advantage by having a better chance of taking a victim by surprise.

