After 17 years of pastoral ministry and significant involvement in missions, Patti and I were called and commissioned to Albania. We are one of three A/G missionary families in this small Eastern European nation. Rick serves as pastor the International Church. It is one of the oldest and largest churches in Albania, with a congregation of 225 Albanians and 25 foreigners. Our effort has been to train leaders and workers for the work of ministry among their own. We are involved with various ministries, including a medical clinic, an orphanage, a ministry to handicapped people, a Bible College, International Correspondence Institute, and village outreach. The challenges in this nation are great. Formerly ruled by a communist dictator, Albania is the only nation in history officially declared to be an atheistic state. Against this backdrop and the fact that Albania was ruled by Turkish Muslims for 500 years before communism took over, acceptance of the gospel comes with a price for many of these precious people. The predominate religion of Albania is Islam, although statistics report 55% of the population as non-religious. Communism ravaged this nation economically and spiritually. But in 1991, Communism fell and Jesus moved in! Today the gospel is going forward in Albania. The church is growing, and God is raising up workers to advance the gospel to an even greater extent. With less than one percent of the population professing evangelical Christianity, there is much work to be done. We have seen significant progress in our brief time here, and the Albanian church is moving forward, but there is still so much to be done. Thanks!
