Church History
    The first evangelist to come to this region was Titus. The Apostle Paul wrote about his missionary efforts in Illyria in the New Testament. But in modern times, the Gospel has been slow to penetrate the people and culture of Albania. Christianity spread in the second century and continued through to the end of the Byzantine Empire, but Islam replaced it in the 15th century under Turkish rule. 
    The Protestant church had little impact on the people of Albania until the late 1800s when Gjerasim Qiriazi began to publicly preach the Gospel, start schools, and write and distribute Christian literature. Then in 1967, official atheism was declared and religion was outlawed.
    Assemblies of God missionaries first entered Albania in 1991. They found people hungry for truth and immediately began to proclaim the name of Jesus. Within one year an international church was planted in the capital of Tirana. Civil strife and refugee crises from nearby wars gave Assemblies of God missionaries opportunity to minister to thousands of people. The Assemblies of God reports the following statistics for Albania: three churches and outstations, 500 members and adherents, three national pastors, and six missionaries.

The Movement Today
    Today, Albania’s population is 70 percent Muslim, ten percent Catholic, and .003 percent Protestant Evangelical. But the fellowship grows steadily and it hopes to soon form a national Assemblies of God and a Bible school to train national pastors and missionaries to reach the Albanian people.
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IPA – International Protestant Assembly (The International Church)

The International Church is one of the main protestant churches in Albania, and the only international one in Tirana, its capital.

The church was started by Rodney & Judy Tilley, missionaries from Louisiana, USA, in the form of a home group made out of 12 persons.

The group started to grow in number and the church moved its services to the "Pallati i Pionerëve" the Culture Center of Children in Tirana. 

In 1994 the church was counting more than 600 people on Sunday mornings international services and around 250 people attending the Albanian language service. The congregation continued changing meeting places from pallati i pionereve to the Academy of Arts and then to the Pyramid Center of Culture, until 1996, year in which the church was able to buy its own building shown above on the picture. The present building belonged to Odhise Paskali, one of the greatest Albanian sculptors, which he used as a working studio. Ideal for the church, this building, which until then was used to make statues of and for communist dictators, is now in the service of God.
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