The Message

Matthew

  Ch. 5  

· You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope.

· You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you.
· You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are.

· You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God.

· You’re blessed when you care.

· You’re blessed when you get your inside world put right.

· You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of fight.

· You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution.

· You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth.

· And don’t say anything you don’t mean.  You only make things worse when you lay down a smoke screen of pious talk, saying, “I’ll pray for you,” and never doing it, or saying, “God be with you,” and not meaning it.  You don’t make your words true by embellishing them with religious lace.  In making your speech sound more religious, it becomes less true.  Just say “yes” and “no.”

· If someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life.
· I’m telling you to love your enemies.  Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst.

· Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.
  Ch. 6

· Be especially careful when you are trying to be good so that you don’t make a performance out of it … don’t call attention to yourself.

· And when you come before God, don’t turn that into a theatrical production either … Do you think God sits in a box seat?

· Find a quiet secluded place so you won’t be tempted to role-play before God … The focus will shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense his grace.

· The world is full of so-called prayer warriors who are prayer-ignorant.  They’re full of formulas and programs and advice, peddling techniques for getting what you want from God.  Don’t fall for that nonsense.

· If you go into training inwardly (ie fasting), act normal outwardly… God doesn’t require attention-getting devices.

· Don’t hoard treasure down here where it gets eaten by moths and corroded by rust or stolen by burglars.  Stockpile treasure in heaven … The place where your treasure is, is the place you will most want to be, and end up being.
· If you decide for God, living a life of God-worship, it follows that you don’t fuss about what’s on the table at mealtimes or whether the clothes in your closet are in fashion.  Look at the birds, free and unfettered, not tied down to a job description, careless in the care of God. … All this time and money wasted on fashion – do you think it makes that much difference?  Instead of looking at the fashions, walk out into the fields and look at the wildflowers.  They never primp or shop, but have you ever seen color and design quite like it?  The ten best-dressed men and women in the country look shabby alongside them.  If God fives such attention to the appearance of wildflowers – most of which are never even seen – don’t you think he’ll attend to you, take pride in you, do his best for you?  What I’m trying to do here is to get you to relax, to not be so preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to God’s giving.  People who don’t know God and the way he works fuss over these things.  Don’t worry about missing out.  You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.  

· Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow.

  Ch. 7

· Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults.

· Ask yourself what you want people to do for you, then grab the initiative and do it for them.

· Don’t look for shortcuts to God. … The way to life – to God – is vigorous and requires total attention.

· Be wary of false preachers who smile a lot, dripping with practiced sincerity.  Chances are they are out to rip you off some way or other.  Don’t be impressed with charisma; look for character.  Who preachers are is the main thing, not what they say.  A genuine leader will never exploit your emotions or your pocketbook.

· These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life, home-owner improvements to your standard of living.  They are foundational words, words to build a life on.  If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his house on solid rock.  But if you just use my words in Bible studies and don’t work them into your life, you are like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy beach.

  Ch. 10

· He gave them power to kick out the evil spirits, and to tenderly care for the bruised and hurt lives.

· Tell them that the kingdom is here.  Bring health to the sick.  Raise the dead.  Touch the untouchables.  Kick out the demons.  You have been treated generously, so live generously.
· Don’t think you have to put on a fund-raising campaign before you start.  You don’t need a lot of equipment.  You are the equipment, and all you need to keep that going is three meals a day.  Travel light. … Get a modest place with some modest people, and be content there until you leave.
· Stay alert.  This is hazardous work I’m assigning you.  You’re going to be like sheep running through a wolf pack, so don’t call attention to yourselves.  Be as cunning as a snake, inoffensive as a dove.

· When people realize it is the living God you are presenting and not some idol that makes them feel good, they are going to turn on you, even people in your own family. … It is not success you are after in such times but survival.

· Be content when you, my harvest hands, get the same treatment I get.  If they call Me, “Dungface,” what can the workers expect?

· Don’t think I’ve come to make life cozy.  I’ve come to cut … cut through these cozy domestic arrangements and free you for God.  Well-meaning family members can be your worst enemy.  If you prefer father or mother over Me, you don’t deserve Me.

· If you don’t go all the way with Me, through thick and thin, you don’t deserve Me.  If your first concern is to look after yourself, you’ll never find yourself.  But if you forget about yourself and look to Me, you’ll find both yourself and Me.
· Accepting someone’s help is as good as giving someone help.

  Ch. 11

· Are you tire?  Worn out?  Burned out on religion?  Come to Me.  Get away with Me and you’ll recover your life.  I’ll show you how to take a real rest.  Walk with Me and work with Me – watch how I do it.  Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.  I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you.  Keep company with Me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.

  Ch. 12

· I prefer a flexible heart to an inflexible ritual.

  Ch. 13

· Whenever someone has a ready heart for this, the insights and understandings flow freely.  That’s why I tell stories:  to create readiness.

· God’s kingdom is like a treasure hidden in a field for years and then accidentally found by a trespasser.  The finder is ecstatic – what a find! – and proceeds to sell everything he owns to raise money and buy that field.
· Or, God’s kingdom is like a jewel merchant on the hunt for excellent pearls.  Finding one that is flawless, he immediately sells everything and buys it.
· He made a real hit, impressing everyone.  “We had no idea He was this good,” they said.  But in the next breath they were cutting Him down.

  Ch. 16

· Anyone who intends to come to Me has to let Me lead.

· Don’t run from suffering; embrace it.

· Self-sacrifice is the way, My way, to finding yourself.

  Ch. 17

· Go down to the lake, cast a hook, and pull in the first fish that bites.  Open its mouth and you’ll find a coin.  Take it and give it to the tax men.  It will be enough for both of us.

  Ch. 18

· Unless you return to square one and start over like children, you’re not even going to get a look at the kingdom, let alone get in.  Whoever becomes simple and elemental again, like this child, will rank high in God’s kingdom.

  Ch. 19

· If you want to enter the life of God, just do what He tells you.

· If you want to give it all you’ve got, go sell your possessions; give everything to the poor.  All your wealth will then be in heaven.  Then come follow Me.
  Ch. 22

· Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence.

  Ch. 23

· They love to sit at the head table at church dinners, basking in the most prominent positions, preening on the radiance of public flattery, receiving honorary degrees, and getting called “Doctor” and “Reverend.”  Don’t let people do that to you, put you on a pedestal like that.  You all have a single Teacher, and you are all classmates.

· Don’t set people up as experts over your life, letting them tell you what to do.  Save that authority for God; let Him tell you what to do.

· And don’t let people maneuver you into taking charge of them.  There is only one Life-Leader for you and them – Christ.

· If you’re content to simply be yourself, your life will count for plenty.

  Ch. 24

· Stay with it to the end.  You won’t be sorry, and you’ll be saved.

  Ch. 25

· Whenever you did one of these things to someone overlooked or ignored, that was Me – you did it to Me.
Mark

  Ch. 1

· They didn’t ask questions.  They dropped their nets and followed.

  Ch. 4  

· Stinginess impoverishes.
  Ch. 6

· Don’t think you need a lot of extra equipment for this.  You are the equipment.  No special appeals for funds.  Keep it simple.
· And whoever touched Him became well.

  Ch. 10

· Unless you accept God’s kingdom in the simplicity of a child, you’ll never get in.

· Whoever wants to be great must become a servant.

  Ch. 11

· Embrace this God-life.  Really embrace it, and nothing will be too much for you.  This mountain, for instance:  Just say, “Go jump in the lake” and it’s as good as done.  That’s why I urge you to pray for absolutely everything, ranging from small to large.

  Ch. 12

· Love the Lord God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence and energy.  And love others as well as you love yourself. … Why that’s better than offerings and sacrifices put together!

  Ch. 13

· Stay with it to the end.  You won’t be sorry; you’ll be saved.

Luke

  Ch. 3

· [Jesus] will ignite the kingdom life, a fire, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out.

  Ch. 6

· You’re blessed when you’ve lost it all.  God’s kingdom is there for the finding.
· But it’s trouble ahead if you think you have it made.  What you have is all you’ll ever get.
· And it’s trouble ahead if you’re satisfied with yourself.  Your self will not satisfy you for long.

· There’s trouble ahead when you live only for the approval of others, saying what flatters them, doing what indulges them.

· Popularity contests are not truth contests – look how many scoundrel preachers were approved by your ancestors!  Your task is to be true, not popular.

· Live out this God-created identity the way our Father lives toward us, generously and graciously, even when we’re at our worst.  Our Father is kind; you be kind.
· Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults – unless, of course, you want the same treatment.

· Be careful who you follow as your teacher.

  Ch. 8

· And the seed that fell in the weeds – well, these are the ones who hear, but then the seed is crowded out and nothing comes of it as they go about their lives worrying about tomorrow, making money and having fun.
  Ch. 10

· Don’t loiter and make small talk with everyone you meet on the way.

· No one can put a hand on you.

· The great triumph is not in your authority over evil, but in God’s authority over you and presence with you.  Not what you do for God but what God does for you – that’s the agenda for rejoicing.

  Ch. 11

· Turn both your pockets and your hearts inside out and give generously to the poor.
  Ch. 12

· Protect yourself against the least bit of greed.  Life is not defined by what you have.
· Steep yourself in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions.  You’ll find all your everyday humans concerns will be met.
· The Father wants to give you the very kingdom itself.

  Ch. 14

· If you walk around with your nose in the air, you’re going to end up flat on your face.  But if you’re content to be simply yourself, you will become more than yourself.

· Next time you put on a dinner … invite some people who never get invited out.

· Anyone who comes to be but refuses to let go of father, mother, spouse, children, brother, sisters – yes, even one’s own self! – can’t be my disciple.

· Simply put, if you’re not willing to take what is dearest to you, whether plans or people, and kiss it goodbye, you can’t be my disciple.
  Ch. 16

· Remember that in your lifetime you got the good things and Lazarus the bad things.  It’s not like that here [in heaven].
  Ch. 18

· Unless you accept God’s kingdom in the simplicity of a child, you’ll never get in

· Sell everything you own and give it away to the poor.  You will have riches in heaven.  Then come, follow Me.
  Ch. 19

· Risk your life and get more than you ever dreamed of.  Play it safe and end up holding the [beggar’s] bag.
  Ch. 21

· Every detail of your body and soul – even the hairs of your head – is in My care; nothing of you will be lost.

John

  Ch. 6

· Don’t waste your energy striving for perishable food like that.  Work for the food that sticks with you, food that nourishes your lasting life, food the Son of Man provides.
  Ch. 8

· You decide according to what you can see and touch.  I don’t make judgments like that.

· You’re tied down to the mundane; I’m in touch with what is beyond your horizons.  You live in terms of what you see and touch.  I’m living on other terms.  I told you that you were missing God in all this.  You’re at a dead end.

· If you stick with this, living out what I tell you, you are My disciples for sure.  Then you will experience for yourselves the truth, and the truth will free you.

· Anyone who chooses a life of sin is trapped in a dead-end life and is, in fact, a slave.

· Anyone on God’s side listens to God’s words.

· If you practice what I’m telling you, you’ll never have to look death in the face.

· If I, in false modesty, said I didn’t know what was going on, I would be as much of a liar as you are.

  Ch. 10

· The sheep recognize [the Shepherd’s] voice.  He leads them and they follow because they are familiar with His voice.  They won’t follow a stranger’s voice.

· My sheep recognize My voice.  I know them and they follow Me.  I give them real and eternal life.  They are protected from the Destroyer for good.  No one can steal them from out of My hand.  The Father who put them under My care is so much greater than the Destroyer and Thief. 

  Ch. 11

· If you believed, you would see the glory of God

  Ch. 12

· Anyone who holds on to life just as it is destroys that life.  But if you let it go, reckless in your love, you’ll have it forever, real and eternal life.
  Ch. 13

· If you understand what I’m telling you, act like it – and live a blessed life.
  Ch. 14

· Whatever you request along the lines of who I am and what I am doing, I’ll do it.

· If you love Me, show it by doing what I’ve told you.

· The person who knows My commandments and keeps them, that’s who loves me.

· If anyone loves Me, he will carefully keep My word and My Father will love him.  Not loving Me means not keeping My words.

  Ch. 15

· But since I picked you to live on God’s terms and no longer on the world’s terms, the world is going to hate you.
  Ch. 16

· Ask in My name, according to My will, and He’ll most certainly give it to you.

· In this godless world you will continue to experience difficulties.  But take heart!  I’ve conquered the world.
Acts

  Ch. 2

· Get out while you can; get out of this sick and stupid culture!
· All the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in common.  They sold whatever they owned and pooled their resources so that each person’s need was met.
  Ch. 3

· Peter said, “I don’t have a nickel to my name.”

  Ch.4

· The whole congregation of believers was united as one – one heart, one mind!  They didn’t even claim ownership of their own possessions.  No one said, “That’s mine; you can’t have it.”  They shared everything.  …And grace was on all of them.  And so it turned out that not a person among them was needy.  Those who owned fields or houses sold them and brought the price of the sale to the apostles and made an offering of it.  The apostles then distributed it according to each person’s need.
  Ch. 5

· It’s necessary to obey God rather than men.

  Ch. 10

· [Jesus] went through the country helping people and healing everyone who was beaten down by the Devil.  He was able to do all this because God was with Him.

  Ch. 14

· Anyone signing up for the kingdom of God has to go through plenty of hard times.
  Ch. 15

· Beginning at the very center of who they were and working from that center outward, cleaning up their lives as they trusted and believed Him.

  Ch. 20

· I’ve never had any taste for wealth or fashion.

· With these bare hands I took care of my own basic needs and those who worked with me.

· I’ve demonstrated to you how necessary it is to work on behalf of the weak and not exploit them.

· You’re far happier giving than getting.

Romans

  Ch. 6

· You can readily recall, can’t you, how at one time the more you did just what you felt like doing – not caring about others, not caring about God – the worse your life became and the less freedom you had?.

  Ch. 8

· Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; attention to God leads us out into the open, into a spacious, free life.  Focusing on the self is the opposite of focusing on God.  Anyone completely absorbed in self ignores God, and ends up thinking more about self than God.  That person ignores who God is and what He is doing.

  Ch. 9

· Who in the world do you think you are to second-guess God?  Do you for one moment suppose any of us knows enough to call God into question?

  Ch. 10

· It’s the word of faith that welcomes God to go to work and set things right for us. … You’re not “doing” anything; you’re simply calling out to God, trusting Him to do it for you.  That’s salvation.

· Scripture reassures us, “No one who trusts God like this – heart and soul – will ever regret it.”  It’s exactly the same no matter what a person’s religious background may be:  the same God for all of us, acting the same incredibly generous way to everyone who calls out for help.

  Ch. 12

· The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by who God is and by what He does for us, not by who we are and what we do for Him.

  Ch. 14

· Welcome with open arms fellow believers who don’t see things the way you do.  And don’t jump all over them every time they do or say something you don’t agree with – even when it seems that they are strong on opinions but weak in the faith department.  Remember, they have their own history to deal with.  Treat them gently.

· Each person is free to follow the convictions of conscience.

· I’m convinced that everything as it is in itself is holy.  We, by the way we treat it or talk about it, can contaminate it.

· Cultivate your own relationship with God, but don’t impose it on others.

· If the way you live isn’t consistent with what you believe, then it’s wrong.

  Ch. 15

· Those of us who are strong and able in the faith need to step in and lend a hand to those who falter, and not just do what is most convenient for us.  Strength is for service, not status.  Each one of us needs to looks after the good of the people around us, asking ourselves, “How can I help?”  That’s exactly what Jesus did.  He didn’t make it easy for Himself by avoiding people’s troubles, but waded right in and helped out.

1 Corinthians

  Ch. 3

· As long as you grab for what makes you feel good or makes you look important, are you really much different than a babe at the breast, content only when everything’s going your way?

· When one of you says, “I’m a Baptist,” and another says, “I’m a Pentecostal,” aren’t you being totally infantile?

· Don’t think you can be wise merely by being up-to-date with the times.  What the world calls smart, God calls stupid.  What the world calls wise, God calls foolish.

  Ch. 4

· We, the apostles, wear patched and threadbare clothes.

· There are a lot of people around who can’t wait to tell you what you’ve done wrong, but there aren’t many fathers willing to take the time and effort to help you grow up.

  Ch. 7

· And don’t be wishing you were someplace else or with someone else.  Where you are right now is God’s place for you.

· The really important thing is obeying God’s call, following His commands.

· Keep it simple – even in ordinary things, like your daily routines.

· Deal as sparingly as possible with the things the world thrusts on you.  This world as you see it is on its way out.

  Ch. 8

· We never really know anything until we recognize that God alone knows it all.

· Knowing isn’t everything.  If it becomes everything, some people end up as know-it-alls who treat others as know-nothings.

  Ch. 10

· Don’t be so naïve and self-confident.  You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else.  Forget about self-confidence; it’s useless.  Cultivate God-confidence.

· No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of what others have had to face.  All you need to remember is that God will never let you down; He’ll never let you be pushed past your limit; He’ll always be there to help you come through it.

· When you see people reducing God to something they can use or control, get out of their company as fast as you can.

  Ch. 11

· Better to be confronted by the Master now than to face a fiery confrontation later.

  Ch. 15

· Throw yourselves into the work of the Mater, confident that nothing you do for Him is a waste of time or effort.

2 Corinthians

  Ch. 1

· We have plenty of hard times that come from following the Messiah, but no more so than the good times of His healing comfort – we get a full measure of that, too.

· When we see that you’re just as willing to endure the hard times as to enjoy the good times, we know you’re going to make it, no doubt about it.

· And He’ll do it again, rescuing us as many times as we need rescuing.

  Ch. 2

· Through us, He brings knowledge of Christ.  Everywhere we go, people breathe in the exquisite fragrance.  Because of Christ, we give off a sweet scent rising to God, which is recognized by those on the way of salvation.  But those on the way to destruction treat us more like the stench from a rotting corpse.

  Ch. 3

· The plan wasn’t written out with ink on paper, with pages and pages of legal footnotes, killing your spirit.  It’s written with Spirit on spirit, His life on our lives!

  Ch. 4

· Since God has so generously let us in on what He is doing, we’re not about to throw up our hands and walk off the job just because we run into occasional hard times.

· We don’t twist God’s Word to suit ourselves.

· You know for yourselves that we’re not much to look at.

· We’re not sure what to do, but we know that God knows what to do.

· What they did to Jesus, they do to us; what Jesus did among them, He does in us.

· Our lives are at constant risk for Jesus’ sake, which makes Jesus’ life all the more evident in us.

· These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times.

· The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow.  But the things we can’t see now will last forever.

· We’ve been given a glimpse of the real thing, our true home, our resurrection bodies!  The Spirit of God whets our appetite by giving us a taste of what’s ahead.  He puts a little of heaven in our hearts so that we’ll never settle for less.

  Ch. 5

· It’s what we trust in but don’t yet see that keeps us going.

  Ch. 6

· We’re living on handouts, yet enriching many; having nothing, yet having it all.

· Don’t become partners with those who reject God … Don’t link up with those who will pollute you.

· Leave the corruption and compromise; leave it for good.

  Ch. 7

· Let’s make a clean break with everything that defiles or distracts us, both within and without.

  Ch. 8

· Nothing left over to the one with the most, nothing lacking to the one with the least.

  Ch. 10

· What you say about yourself means nothing in God’s work.  It’s what God says about you that makes the difference.

  Ch. l1

· Satan dresses up as a beautiful angel of light.  So it shouldn’t surprise us when his servants masquerade as servants of God.

Galatians

  Ch. 2

· We know very well that we are not set right with God by rule keeping but only through personal faith in Jesus Christ.

· Is it not clear to you that to go back to that old rule-keeping, peer-pleasing religion would be an abandonment of everything personal and free in my relationship with God?  If a living relationship with God could come by rule keeping, then Christ died unnecessarily.

  Ch. 3

· Doing things for God is the opposite of entering into what God does for you.

  Ch. 5

· In Christ, neither our most conscientious religion nor disregard of religion amounts to anything.  What matters is something far more interior:  faith expressed in love.

  Ch. 6

· If someone falls into sin, forgivingly restore him, saving your critical comments for yourself.  You yourself might be needing forgiveness before the day’s out.

Ephesians

  Ch. 4

· God’s very breath and blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in love.

  Ch. 5

· Watch what God does, and then do it, like children who learn proper behavior from their parents.

· God didn’t love in order to get something from us but to give everything of Himself to us. 

· You can be sure that using people or religion or things just for what you can get out of them will get you nowhere near the kingdom of God.

