Battle of Trafalgar: 21st  October 1805
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The Battle of Trafalgar was fought on 21 October 1805, was part of the War of the Third Coalition assembled by Britain against France. It was the most significant naval battle of the Napoleonic Wars and the pivotal naval battle of the 19th century.

A Royal Navy fleet of 27 ships of the line destroyed an allied French and Spanish fleet of 33 ships of the line west of Cape Trafalgar in south-west Spain. The French and Spanish lost 22 ships, while the British lost none. The British commander Admiral Lord Nelson died late in the battle, by which time he had ensured his place as Britain's greatest naval hero.

The British victory spectacularly confirmed the naval supremacy that Britain had established during the 18th century. However, by the time it was fought, Napoleon had abandoned his plans to invade southern England and instead was successfully fighting in Germany against Britain's allies.

British forces
	Ship
	Guns
	Captain
	Killed
	Wounded

	Weather Column

	Victory
	100
	Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson †
Thomas Masterman Hardy
	57
	102

	Téméraire
	98
	Eliab Harvey
	47
	76

	Neptune
	98
	Thomas Francis Fremantle
	10
	34

	Leviathan
	74
	Henry William Bayntun
	4
	22

	Conqueror
	74
	Israel Pellew
	3
	9

	Britannia
	100
	Rear-Admiral William Carnegie, the Earl of Northesk
Charles Bullen
	10
	42

	Spartiate
	74
	Sir Francis Laforey
	3
	20

	Minotaur
	74
	Charles John Moore Mansfield
	3
	22

	Ajax
	74
	Lieutenant John Pilfold (acting captain)
	2
	9

	Agamemnon
	64
	Sir Edward Berry
	2
	8

	Orion
	74
	Edward Codrington
	1
	23

	Africa
	64
	Henry Digby
	18
	44

	Lee Column

	Royal Sovereign
	100
	Vice-Admiral Cuthbert Collingwood
Edward Rotheram
	47
	94

	Belleisle
	74
	William Hargood
	33
	93

	Mars
	74
	George Duff †
Lieutenant William Hennah
	29
	69

	Tonnant
	80
	Charles Tyler
	26
	50

	Bellerophon
	74
	John Cooke †
Lieutenant William Pryce Cumby
	27
	133

	Colossus
	74
	James Nicoll Morris
	46
	160

	Achille
	74
	Richard King
	13
	59

	Defence
	74
	George Johnstone Hope
	7
	29

	Defiance
	74
	Philip Charles Durham
	17
	53

	Prince
	98
	Richard Grindall
	0
	0

	Dreadnought
	98
	John Conn
	7
	26

	Revenge
	74
	Robert Moorsom
	28
	51

	Swiftsure
	74
	William Gordon Rutherfurd
	9
	8

	Thunderer
	74
	Lieutenant John Stockham (acting captain)
	4
	12

	Polyphemus
	64
	Robert Redmill
	2
	4


Attached
	Ship
	Class
	Guns
	Captain

	Euryalus
	Frigate
	36
	Hon. Henry Blackwood

	Naiad
	Frigate
	38
	Thomas Dundas

	Phoebe
	Frigate
	36
	Hon. Thomas Bladen Capel

	Sirius
	Frigate
	36
	William Prowse

	Pickle
	Schooner
	10
	Lieutenant John Richards La Penotière

	Entreprenante
	Cutter
	8
	Lieutenant Robert Benjamin Young


Franco-Spanish fleet-from north to south
	Ship
	Guns
	Captain
	Nation
	Casualties
	Outcome

	Neptuno
	80
	Commodore Cayetano Valdés y Flores
	Spain
	73
	Captured

	Scipion
	74
	Charles Bérenger
	France
	 
	Taken 11/3

	Intrépide
	74
	Louis-Antoine-Cyprien Infernet
	France
	>320
	Captured

	Formidable
	80
	Rear-Admiral Pierre-Etienne-René-Marie Dumanoir Le Pelley
Jean-Marie Letellier
	France
	 
	Taken 11/3

	Duguay-Trouin
	74
	Claude Touffet
	France
	 
	Taken 11/3

	Mont-Blanc
	74
	Commodore Guillaume-Jean-Noël Lavillegris
	France
	 
	Taken 11/3

	Rayo
	100
	Commodore Enrique McDonnell
	Spain
	?
	Shipwrecked 10/26

	San Francisco de Asís
	74
	Luis de Flores
	Spain
	?
	Shipwrecked 10/24

	Héros.
	74
	Jean-Baptiste-Joseph-René Poulain
	France
	?
	Reached Cadiz

	San Agustín
	74
	Felipe Jado Cajigal
	Spain
	380
	Captured

	Santísima Trinidad
	136
	Rear-Admiral Baltasar Hidalgo de Cisneros
Commodore Francisco de Uriarte y Borja
	Spain
	>300
	Captured

	Bucentaure
	80
	Vice-Admiral Pierre-Charles-Jean-Baptiste-Silvestre de Villeneuve
Jean-Jacques Magendie
	France
	450
	Captured

	Redoutable
	74
	Jean Jacques Etienne Lucas
	France
	487
	Captured

	San Justo
	74
	Miguel Gastón
	Spain
	?
	Reached Cadiz

	Neptune
	80
	Commodore Esprit-Tranquille Maistral
	France
	?
	Reached Cadiz

	San Leandro
	64
	José Quevedo y Cheza
	Spain
	?
	Reached Cadiz

	Santa Anna
	112
	Vice-Admiral Ignacio María de Álava y Navarrete
José Cardoqu´
	Spain
	340
	Captured

	Indomptable
	80
	Commodore Jean-Joseph Hubert
	France
	?
	Shipwrecked

	Fougueux
	74
	Louis-Alexis Beaudouin
	France
	>40
	Captured

	Pluton
	74
	Commodore Julien-Marie Cosmao-Kerjulien
	France
	280
	Reached Cadiz

	Monarca
	74
	Captain Teodoro de Argumosa
	Spain
	241
	Captured

	Algésiras
	74
	Rear-Admiral Charles-René Magon †
Gabriel-Auguste Brouard
	France
	219
	Captured

	Bahama
	74
	Commodore Dionisio Alcalá Galiano †
	Spain
	141
	Captured

	Aigle
	74
	Pierre-Paul Gourrège
	France
	>400
	Captured

	Montañs
	74
	Francisco Alcedo
	Spain
	?
	Reached Cadiz

	Swiftsure
	74
	C. E. L'Hospitalier-Villemadrin
	France
	>260
	Captured

	Argonaut
	74
	Jacques Epron
	France
	187
	Reached Cadiz

	Argonauta
	80
	Antonio Pareja
	Spain
	>300
	Captured

	San Ildefonso
	74
	José de Vargas
	Spain
	165
	Captured

	Achille
	74
	Gabriel Denieport
	France
	499
	Sunk

	Príncipe de Asturias
	112
	Admiral Federico Carlos Gravina † [1]
Rear-Admiral Antonio de Escaño
Rafael de Hore
	Spain
	163
	Reached Cadiz

	Berwick
	74
	Jean-Gilles Filhol-Camas
	France
	250
	Captured

	San Juan Nepomuceno
	74
	Cosmé Damián Churruca †
	Spain
	274
	Captured


Attached
	Ship
	Class
	Guns

	Cornélie
	Frigate
	40

	Hermione
	Frigate
	40

	Hortense
	Frigate
	40

	Rhin
	Frigate
	40

	Thémis
	Frigate
	32

	Argus
	Brig
	16

	Furet
	Brig
	18


