Friday, 1 October 2004

Councillors

Newcastle City Council

City Hall 

NEWCASTLE NSW
Dear Councillors

Important - Adamstown Bushland off Brunker Road lot 2 DP827809

This concerns you as a Councillor and as a Citizen. Wrong conduct should not go unreported.


Council was party to an agreement in 1999 that has not been honoured by the Commonwealth Government and NSW Roads & Traffic Authority.

In the year 2000 Council rezoned 5ha of Commonwealth land for residential use as part of an agreement between the Commonwealth, Newcastle Council, the RTA, and the National Parks Service to add 25ha of Commonwealth owned bushland lot 2 DP827809 to Glenrock Conservation Reserve at the nominal cost of $49,000.

The RTA agreed to facilitate the agreement as compensatory habitat for the Charlestown bypass provided the Council rezoned the northern end of the former military land for residential use.

The Commonwealth land subject to the agreement has been zoned open space since 1952 and the recently exhibited Newcastle 2000 LEP also showed the 25ha lot 2 in DP827809 as open space.

Housing is now being constructed on the rezoned open space but the bushland has been subdivided for an expressway road not compensatory habitat as agreed. Lot 2 should have been transferred to the Parks Service as promised.  Lot 2 has been wrongly subdivided twice - once by the Commonwealth and once by the RTA.

Council should draw public attention to the agreement and ask that it be honoured.

Yours Sincerely,

Doug Lithgow  Freeman of the City of Newcastle

Parks and Playgrounds Movement  

http://www.geocities.com/parksandplaygrounds/  
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