The Weekend Update
CAST:  
Bridget:
Uptight producer ‘Weekend Update Show’ 

Patrick:
Host of the weekend update

Fiona:
co-host

Michael: 
Wise-cracking Special guest commentary

Brianna: 
makeup and camera

Opening Scene: 

Bridget, the producer, is wearing her head phones around her neck, standing near the front of the desk, holding her clipboard & giving everyone a pep talk, Brianna is fussing over the panel’s hair …..
Bridget:  "O.K., Good luck with the show everyone (turns toward Michael) & thanks for being the guest commentary – let’s do it ", Brianna moves quickly to camera.
then she looks the clocks, touches her ear & puts on the headphones then and backs away, starts to count down loudly  "and 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 and start the jingle ♫" then Bridget points to Patrick, the Host.

Patrick: Good evenin’ I’m Patrick Murphy with Fiona Downey and welcome to another edition of «The Weekend Update». We've got a packed show for ye today, as there's a lot happenin’ both here in Shannon and around the world. 

Fiona: God evenin’ Patrick . Just before we start, I'd like to introduce our special guest commentary for today ..…umm …... sorry, what’s yer name again sir? 

Michael: God evenin’ ta yus all. Me name is "Medium". 

Fiona: (puzzled look on face) . .. Medium? Now, how in the world did you get a name like dat - Medium? 

Michael: Well ya see, me parents had a devil-of-a-time decidin` what to call me, so they picked me name out of a hat, so they did.

(Fiona and Patrick take a few seconds to think about this, then accept it and move on).

Patrick: Well then, here's the news for tonight. The St. Joseph's Chapel Board released plans today for a support group for middle-aged men experiencin’ hair loss. 

Michael: Yes. Apparently they’ll be closing every meeting wit da benediction, "Go, and thin no more." 

Fiona: And two priests from St. Patrick’s Parish have decided to go into business together. The Holy Fathers will be opening a  Fish n’ Chips Restaurant called “Just for the halibut”. 

Michael: Ah sure indeed, I heard they’ll be known far and wide as the fish Friar and the chip Monk. 

Patrick: A gatherin’ of 3000 met at the Parliament buildins’ this past weekend to protest the early age at which racehorses are taken from their mudders. 

Michael: Sweet stars above, ya know what they say; A foal and his mummy are soon parted. 

Fiona: A group of scientists from County Cork have decided to set up a study to find out why black crows are always perchin’ up on the telephone wires. 

Michael: Wouldn`t ya know it, the findins` indicate that the birds just like to make long distance caws! (draw it out)
Patrick: We’ll be right back after this message

Soundman ♫ Play Jingle out
Bridget glancing at the clock, Brianna splashing baby powder on panel, fixing hair. 
Bridget:  And cut! ….Sweet Mother above, could yus not come up with more concrete news than that rubbish? Yer talking like yer away with the fairies!   Is this a Weekend Update or a gossip column?  

Brianna: (to panel) would you like some water?
Michael: Sure, I’ll have some more Baily’s Irish cream.  

Brianna: (to Michael shaking her head) Egit

Bridget nervously glances at the clock, Brianna to camera
Bridget: (pointing toward the panel and counts down again) "and 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 
Soundman ♫ Play Jingle intro

Patrick: An upstandin’ organization known as the "Society Against Weight Loss" has released a petition callin’ fer a boycott on all dieting. 

Michael: Sure, their catch slogan is, "A waist is a terrible thing to mind." 

Fiona: On a lighter note, it has been reported that a pair of sparrows had nested in the rafters at the church St. Patrick’s Church. Apparently, the birds would jump around, peckin  and flappin, creatin a terrble disturbance during Sunday morning Mass. 

Patrick: Yes indeed. The church was at a loss as to how to get rid of the rambunctious birds, until Father McAulay hit upon the bright idea of luring the birds away from the building by placing an ice cream cone in the adjacent tree. The sparrows immediately flew to the tree to enjoy their wee treat. 

Patrick and Fiona look to Michael to see what wise crack he comes up with

Michael: (pause) Sounds like a simple case of stilling two birds with one's cone! (draw it out)
. 
Fiona: Police in Kildare have been unable to track down a criminal who has been shootin down seagulls with a slingshot. 

Michael: The authorities best catchin’ him soon, sure he'll be leavin no tern unstoned. 

Patrick: Bogdale O’Desbiens, the man with a forehad like a bull, was hurt last night when thrown clean-off his horse after leavin the Shannon Pub;

Michael: Doctors say he's in _stable_ condition. 

Fiona: Who says no one from the Village ever makes it big? Kenny McBain from the Co-op hopes  to gain fame and fortune by teachin’ his barnyard animals how to do mathematics. (looks at Michael) . . . & I suppose you’ll be havin’ a word of advice for him? 

Michael: Ye got that right, just don't be hatchin your chickens before they can count. 

(Patrick and Fiona groan) 

Patrick: History was made today as the County Councillors held their annual meetin’, not all in one place, but all from their respective homes by usin’ what is called, a conference call. Unfortunately, not much was accomplished, as the meetin’ broke into pointless banter. 

Michael: Lord preserve us, it sounds to me like they were just arguing from different premises! 

Fiona: And the year's first Siamese twins were born yesterday in Shannon, Canada. There were no life threatin complications during birth, but unfortunately the pair of twin boys will be deaf for life, God help them!

Michael: So whatever you say to them will go in one ear and out the brothers? 

Fiona: (pause) . . .aye . somethin like that. 

Patrick: The Shannon Fire Department was called upon to perform their heroics and save the nearly 30 Shannon Irish dancers from drowning yesterday…
Michael:  I bet ya t’was because they were doin’ that Riverdance thing

Patrick: No Michael, the ferry hit a rock. Moving on, the Department members received a medal for their bravery at city hall yesterday from The Mayor Clive Kiley. 
Patrick Also, Sad news for the Shannon Irish pub today when Pat Murphy received word that he had been diagnosed with cancer. Murphy told reporters that he was given only two weeks to live. He decided to take one week in May and the other week in October. 

Bridget stomps onto the scene: 
Bridget: Cut, Cut that’s enough!!! I’ve had enough of yer foolish rantin & titterin!  Ye call yerselves professionals? Bunch a eejits –  Take the door & Bad Luck to yus all (Points to exit) Go-on! Out!

Michael stands up and starts to rant on as they’re walking off stage.
Michael:  Well, fine then. I'll just make like a tree and leaf!.
Bridget: Go-on! Out!

Equipment – Props – Newsroom scene:

Weekend Update Sign, Table for 3 people, microphones, TV Camera, 2 big clocks with time zones marked underneath, wire, water jug & 3 glasses, earphone, Map of the world for backdrop, ON AIR box that lights up.  Music jingle (Steve). 

Bridget:  Headphones, clipboard, pen
