Lessons From James: 

You Can Remain Faithful

1.  What satisfactions do Christians commonly seek in the “world” (anything not of God).

2.  Read James 4:4-5.  Why do you think James uses the word “adulterous” to describe the recipients of this letter?  What does this mean?  (Hint- read Ephesians 5:22-24)  
3.  Read 1 Corinthians 10:13. How does this verse illuminate the seriousness of the “affair” that James describes in 4, second sentence?

4.  Fill in the following list with how much time you think you spend doing each of the following activities each week:

___Cleaning house    ___Reading books/magazines/newspaper     ___Watching T.V.   ___Spending time with friends/spouse     ___Devotions/Bible reading   ___Prayer   ___Eating   ___Excercising   ___Showering, dressing, makeup   ____Church involvement    ___work/school and studies
Aside from the fact that we must work or go to school for a living or to get a job, the amount of time we spend on a certain activity generally reflects the priority of this activity in our lives.  Which rate as the highest in your life?  Do you think this is an accurate assessment of your priorities? Are there things you need to make a bigger priority?  

5.  Read James 4:6-10.  What remedy does James offer for our adulterous relationship with the world?


-Why would James tell us to change our “laughter to mourning and [our] joy to gloom?

6.  If you are no longer an enemy of God, what relationship can you expect to foster with the world?  How can we be sure that our relationship is an “appropriate one”?  

