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Parents’ Place in Morgantown provides a safe environment for early education as well as
) support group for parents. Annelies Stealy (far left), Julian Stealy (front, center) and Harry
Dorer (front, right) all participate in the program. Susan Stealy (left) is the mother of
\nnelies and Julian; Elaine Sewell Dorer (right) is Harry’s mother.

|
BY SHAUN SHACKELFORD
The Dominion Post
It’s important fo provide a
quaality education 101" your chil-
dren. ;
Parents’ Place'is a nonde-
nominational, nonprofit orga-
nization in Morgantown that

- provides the foundation for just

that— startingat a very young

-age. The organization also acts

as a.support group for parents.
Parents’ Place provides a

‘learning experience for chil-

drenages1to 5. But what makes
the orgamza’clon unusual is
that not only the children attend
— the parents are required to be
thereas well.

The organization is run by a
volunteer board of parents.
Elaine Sewell Dorer and Susan
Stealy are the current co-chairs.
Their children all participate in
the preschool cla Ses.

Stealy said t e fellowship
within Parents’ Place has helped

her as a parent. |
“It made me mare comfortable
hearing people about going

through things T'm going through,”
Stealy said. “It’s been good.”

When members come for
their weekly sessions, the chil-
dren are taken to their respec-
tive classrooms, which are cat-
egorized by age.

Parents meet in — appropri-
ately enough — the parents room.
In this area, members can social-
ize and discuss their experiences
in parenting. Guest speakers
are brought in at times to speak
on a variety of topics. Parents will
plan for special events, including
picnics and holiday parties.

Children are divided intofive
groups for their classes: 1-year-olds,
18month-to 2-year-olds; 2-to 3-year-
olds; 3- to 4-year-olds; and 4- to 5-
year-olds, Each classroom is led
by a professional teacher; two of
the teachers have been with Par-
ents’ Place for 20 years. All instruc-

tion is geared specifically toward
the needs of each age group.
Dorer said the classes also
help teach the children impor-
tant social skills, as well as how
to handle being separated from
their parents. Tackling sepa-
ration anxiety is made easier
because parents are close by
should a situation arise.
Dorer is thankful for what
Parents’ Place has provided her.
“The thing I'll take away
[from Parents’ Place] is the sup-
port and friendship the group
has for its members,” she said.
Parents’ Place has about 90
members; most attend one or two
days a week. Classes are from
9:30 am--11:30 am. Monday-Thurs-
day, at the Church of the Brethren.
Parents’ Place is very active in
the community. Its members have
participated in a wide variety of
community-service projects,
including those benefiting the
Ronald McDonald House, Project
Linus, Animal Friends of North
Central West Virginia and the
Salvation Army, among others.
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MISSION: To provide
early education for young
children and a support
group for parents.
FOUNDED IN: 1982,

LOCATION: Church of
the Brethren, Virginia
Avenue, Morgantown.

PHONE: 225-1145.

WEB SITE:
parentsplacewv.org.

Getting involved

Parents’ Place is always look-
ing for new members. Registra-
tion for the new school year
begins in May. If you're inter-
ested in becoming an active mem-
‘ber, call 225-1145 and leave a mes-
sage, or Visit parentsplacewv.org
for more information.




Parents stay to learn too at early-childhood education program
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