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2 weeks ago Asian game begun in Korea. I saw the opening ceremony on TV and lots of teams from all over Asian was entering main stadium by turns. There I saw Palestinian players. They were raising their hands and it seemed that they were in demonstration, not in sports game. They looked so stern. Actually it was an ill-matched thing to me because all participants without them smiled at each other and looked really happy. They were really in a striking contrast to other people there.

 On the same day, on TV I could also watch some horrible news happened in the Mid East.  The Israeli army committed another brutal against Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip, killing and doing harm to more than 150 innocent civilians. 

As I saw these things together I could not get it off my mind. Of course I know something is wrong. But what is it? And why? And who is blame? For the right judgment I’m going to go back to the past and bring up the means of settling this problem.

Historically speaking, the hostility between the Israelis and Palestinians can be said to go back to the Biblical leaders, as far back as Moses in the Old Testament. Moses had led the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt.  After wandering in the wilderness for some time, the Hebrews invaded Canaan (the present Holy Land), which was then inhabited by various tribes. The Hebrews, under Joshua, conquered these tribes and established their own country. In short, the Hebrews took the land from the resident Canaanites, ancestors of the present Palestinians. That started the age-old hatred between the Palestinians and the Israelis. The Hebrew divided into two kingdoms, Israel and Judah. In 722, Israel fell to the Assyrians and in 587, Judah (from which the name "Jew" derives) fell to Nebuchadnezzar; its people were exiled to Babylon.  The Hebrews were freed by Cyrus of Persia and returned to Canaan only to be invaded four more times: by the Greeks, by the Egyptians, by the Syrians and lastly by the Romans. During all the years that the Jews were dispersed all over the world, they were longing for return to the homeland. Before World War II, a world Jewish movement to return to the homeland started. During the war, Hitler killed millions of Europeans Jews with poisoned gas in camps. This instigated them to hasten the creation of the state of Israel after the war. Jews migrated or were smuggled into ‘Promised Land’. 
When the new Jewish state of Israel was started in 1948 by the United Nations, the Arab nations surrounding it (Syria, Egypt, Jordan), its old enemies attacked it. But the superior Israeli fighter jets, tanks and warriors defeated the Arabs in the Six-Day War. There were a few more attacks against Israel by its neighbors but the Israelis beat all of them back successfully. Since then, the Palestinians were claiming the land occupied by Israel as their own and seemed to be always ready for the war against Israel. They formed guerilla and terrorist groups that attacked Israel many times and Israel counterattacked with its own raids. And until now these things are happening almost everyday.

So, is there any solution to solve this problem? Yes, I think so. We must not overlook or just let it go without any sanctions. I’m going to make clear my ideas and I insist these are should be done successively. (Stage by stage)

In the first place International organization such as Un should take action as a peacemaker, because this is not set limit to this area, but in the world. International indifference will cause much more disasters in this situation.  And needless to say, the matter of human being’s life is above any worth.  And the struggle between both sides threatens to involve other people in a worldwide conflict. Also if the struggle keeps going, it will make Mid-east fall into utter confusion and it means unstable economy in the world at a same time. We can expect fluctuations of the oil price easily.  Moreover another great danger is that the culture of peace, over the decades, is being broken up. By the authority of the international organization we can give pressure to them and make them carry on negotiations.

Secondly, both sides should agree to the other party’s existence and resume negotiations as soon as possible. Israelis and Palestinians have to live together. History and geography have destined them to be neighbors. That cannot be changed. Only when they accept this truth and understand their situation reasonably will they be able to develop vision and reality of peace. Moreover this terrible attack to each other cannot make anything be done and just make innocent people die. They have fought until now. But see it. Nothing is set in stone. They should admit this historical lessen right now and have a talk about how to end this terrible situation and how to build trust between them. This attitude and awareness are certainly needed for the following agenda.

Thirdly, in a concrete, I think, they should admit each autonomous regions. Even though Israeli insists the territory is the ’Promised Land’ in the bible, it cannot be equitable reason to exile Palestinian from the land. Above all, many Palestinian lived there for a long time thinking that is their homeland undoubtedly. I’m not saying that Israel should be driven away. (Palestinian as well) I mean, at least, the territory including West Bank should be returned to Palestine. Actually, the Palestine’s right to return has a solid foundation in international law. It is in The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, numerous conventions including The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination. Also, International law obviously says that neither occupation nor sovereignty diminishes the rights of private ownership. Moreover, the right of Palestinian refugees to return is not only legal. It is possible. Demographic studies show that about 78% of Israeli Jews live in 14% of Israel. About 20% live in a few Palestinian cities and the remaining 2% live on 86% of the land, which belongs to the refugees. In contrast, 5,000 Palestinian refugees live per square kilometer in the Gaza Strip while their land is practically empty. 

In conclusion, international organization’s action should go first and Israel and Palestine have to be in negotiations. Also, they should know that they share same destiny and of course they have to try to stop this endless disaster. All things considered, Israel and Palestine should admit each autonomous region besides.  In 1993 chairman Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Rabin at the White House shook hands symbolized the expectation of both parties that the handshakes meant the first step to peace in the mid east. Yet unfortunately Rabin was shot and Arafat turned to offensive attitude. I hope I can see the scene, which Sharon and Arafat take hands peacefully and these two peoples can live side-by-side in peace. That’s a best way to go and must be realized for the human.
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