The Auspicious Elephants at 8 Directions

Elephantology is widely studied in the Asian countries with elephants, such as Thailand, Laos, Myanmar, Indonesia, Malaysia, etc. The aforesaid countries are all influenced by India. In general, elephant is a big animal but it can be trained to help people work or to fight in the warfare. Since there are several groups of people who make use of elephants, range from the country leaders to ordinary people, the elephant handbook were translated into their national languages and dialects.

According to the world creation legend, which was mentioned in the Elephant Traits Textbook, it is said that elephants were originated from the lotus petals which arose from the navel of Narayana. The lotus had 8 petal and 173 pieces of the inside of the lotus. Narayana gave the lotus to Siva who, subsequently, divided the lotus into four parts. 8 pieces of the inside belongs to him, other 8 were given to Narayana, 24 of them together with 8 petals of the lotus were given to Brahma while God of the Flame received 133 pieces of the inside. The four gods turned their lotus as well as the inside into elephants by magic. In this regard, I would prefer to give an explanation about Athathit elephant which is the elephant in the Brahma family as follows:

Atha means "eight". Athathit elephant was created by Brahma who used the magic with 8 petals of the lotus, given by Siva, and threw them to all destinations. Then the petals turned to be 8 elephants playing in 8 directions. This group of elephants is named "Athathit". Their charecteristics are compliance with those of auspicious elephants.

CHARECTERISTICS OF SAOWAPROM, THE AUSPICIOUS ELEPHANT IN THE NORTH.

            Interpreted from an ancient Thai book (The royal handbook on elephants 1801). 

            1. Has a round body which looks as if he wore a shirt.

            2. Has a green body like the colour of newly-grown grass.

            3. Has the red marks shape like the brackets along the trunk, stomach and chin.

            4. Has long small tusks.

            5. Has eyes which are as black as the black sapphire.

            6. The bellow is similar to that of the sarus crane bird.

            7. Mighty and brave.

            8. Stays in the North only.

CHARECTERISTICS OF BRAHMALOHIT, THE AUSPICIOUS ELEPHANT IN THE SOUTH.

            1. Has a loud noise like the sound of a horn.

            2. Has the body which is as red as the blood.

            3. Mighty and has the ability to defeat the enemies.

            4. Stays in the South only.

CHARECTERISTICS OF AIRAPOT, THE AUSPICIOUS ELEPHANT IN THE EAST.  

            1. Has the body which is as tall as the clouds or the mountains.

            2. The colour of the body is similar to that of the cloud (blue).

            3. Has round fore and back feets.

            4. Has smooth nails with equal length.

            5. Has curved tusks which point to the right.

            6. The trunk is as beautiful as the king of Naga.

            7. Has sparking eyes like Venus.

            8. Has roll-up tail like the lotus petal.

            9. The edges of ears adjoin.

            10. Has high crown of head.

            11. Has nice clear bellows like those of the conch shell.

            12. Stays in the East

CHARECTERISTICS OF ANCHAN, THE AUSPICIOUS ELEPHANT IN THE WEST.

            1. Has the body which is as blue as the colour of the butterfly pea flower.

            2. Has a beautiful big head.

            3. Has straight big tusks.

            4. Has a loud bellow like that of the storm.

            5. When going into the bamboo forest and his body touches with the bamboo, there will be the sound which is as beautiful

            as that of the traditional orchestra.

            6. Mighty and breve.

            7. Stays in the west only.

CHARECTERISTICS OF SUPRADITH, THE AUSPICIOUS ELEPHANT IN THE NORTHEAST.

            1. Has the body which is rose madder like the colour of the clouds in the twilight.

            2. Has the horizontal marks across the stomach which look like the snakes.

            3. Has straight white tusks which point to the right.

            4. Has soft long hair along the mouth.

            5. The bellow sounds like the thunder.

            6. Stays in the northeast only.

CHARECTERISTICS OF KUMOOT, THE AUSPICIOUS ELEPHANT IN THE SOUTHWEST.

            1. Has the body which is as red as a red lotus.

            2. Has curved tusks like a crescent moon.

            3. Has a loud noise like the sound of a horn.

            4. Has soft delicate ears.

            5. Stays in the Southwest only.

CHARECTERISTICS OF BOONDARIK, THE AUSPICIOUS ELEPHANT IN THE SOUTHEAST.  

            1. Has the body which is as white as the white fresh lotus.

            2. Has the body which smells like the fragrant lotus.

            3. Has a huge head.

            4. Has short white tusks.

            5. Has beautiful nails.

            6. Has a beautiful drooped stomach.

            7. Mighty and has the ability to defeat enemies.

            8. Stays in the Southeast only.

CHARECTERISTICS OF BOOSAPATHAN, THE AUSPICIOUS ELEPHANT IN THE NORTHWEST.

            1. Has the body with the same colour as the areca fruit.

            2. Has large freckles.

            3. Has curved tusks which are pointed to the right.

            4. Has a loud bellow like that of the storm.

            5. Stays in the northwest only.

