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Assignment – Week3 


LiveCD Distribution Survey

LiveCDs offer a huge degree of flexibility to customize an OS for specific functions such as desktop, OS replacement, security, diagnostics, and recovery. This freedom to customize a LiveCD results in a large number of flavors. We survey a few currently available LiveCDs below.
	Distribution
	Rank/
Votes
	Ver
	Included Tools
	ISO Size (MB)
	Primary Function
	Support
	Last Updated

	SLAX
	207
	5.0.7b
	KDE, Koffice, Ethereal, Multimedia tools
	41 -202
	Desktop,

OS

Replacement
	Good
	01/2006

	Back Track
	9
	3.0
	KDE, Firefox, Nessus client, Vmware Player
	625 
	Security
	Good
	02/2006

	Gentoo
	15
	2000.6
	KDE and GNOME
	50-1815 
	Rescue
	Good
	02/2006

	Ultimate Boot CD
	8
	3.4
	Hard-disk tools, BIOS tools, Antivirus, Network tools
	121-186 
	Diagnostics
	Good
	02/2006

	GamesKnoppix
	4
	4.0.2-0.3
	KDE desktop, Mozilla, Multimedia tools
	683 
	Gaming
	Limited
	09/2005

	Ubuntu
	23
	2.0
	GNOME desktop, OpenOffice
	587-2922 
	Desktop
	Good
	10/2005

	MEPIS
	31
	3.4-3
	KDE desktop,

OpenOffice,

Antivirus Scanner, Firefox
	693 
	OS Replacement
	Good
	02/2006

	ATMission
	1
	2.0
	KDE desktop

OpenOffice
	711 
	Science
	Limited
	09/2005


SLAX


SLAX is a top ranked LiveCD based on Slackware distribution. There are number of derivative LiveCD distributions based on SLAX.  It allows us to add additional software programs in the form of compressed modules making it easy to customize the distribution for any task. The modular nature of SLAX makes it faster than other LiveCDs.
BackTrack



BackTrack LiveCD is a result of merging of two popular security LiveCDs - WHAX and Auditor, and combines the best of the two. The distribution can be easily customized by the user to include personal scripts and additional tools making it a good candidate for Security distributions. BackTrack is based on SLAX distribution.
Gentoo



Gentoo is a popular LiveCD with an active developer community. Gentoo Linux is a meta-distribution with a near-unlimited adaptability and can be optimized for applications such as a secure server, development workstation, professional desktop and embedded solution. 
Ultimate Boot CD



Ultimate Boot CD is LiveCD customized for diagnostic purposes, and comes loaded with a host of useful diagnostics tools including tools for hard disk diagnosis, partitioning, files, CPU testing, memory testing, and peripheral testing. This LiveCD is useful to run floppy-based diagnostic tools from CD-ROM drives.
GamesKnoppix


GamesKnoppix is a derivative of the popular Debian based Knoppix. GamesKnoppix was created with entertainment as the main goal and contains more than 100 games. However, the speed and performance of these games is compromised as the programs are running from a LiveCD.
Ubuntu


Ubuntu is Debian based LiveCD that uses only free software, and even mails the CDs free of cost unlike most other LiveCDs. Ubuntu is the first distribution in the world to include deeply-integrated thin client technology. Ubuntu uses the GNOME desktop environment. Ubuntu places a special emphasis on usability including the widespread use of the sudo tool for administrative tasks. Ubuntu has several derivative distributions, for example, Edubuntu is customized for classrooms.
MEPIS


MEPIS is based on Debian Linux distribution. It can either be installed onto a hard drive or used as a LiveCD, which makes it a boot disc for troubleshooting many operating systems and can function as recovery disc. It also comes loaded with a free antivirus scanner.
ATMission LiveCD


ATMission LiveCD is more flexible compared to other LiveCDs. The unique feature of this LiveCD is that we can modify any file on the LiveCD. All these modifications can be saved to a writable file-system. When we reboot the LiveCD and re-load the modifications from the writeable file-system, the modified file-system can be restored. All the applications view the modified file system rather than the actual file-system on the LiveCD. It is an almost unmodified Fedora-Core 4 distribution.

