
Israel and neighboring Egypt have kept Gaza under blockade since the militant Hamas seized power in Gaza in June 2007. 


"They wanted to destroy me. They forced AIPAC to fire me. They forced AIPAC to cut off my attorneys' fees," he said. 


Other shopkeepers felt the same. The weaver's loom was still; no matter how pretty, no one was buying carpets of the 

	Last Supper. Lamb spun on a spit in the kebab restaurant; the big man in the white apron shook his head."

SOME COMMENTS: this article mixes the dismal feelings from the economic downturn with the hopefulness brought by the Pope in his visit to the Middle East.  No mention of the impact of the conflict on either the local economy or the Pope's visit.
NEXT ARTICLE:

Pope warns against extremism across faiths

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/05/10/pope_warns_against_extremism_across_faiths/
Pope Benedict warns of extremism on pilgrimage in Jordan

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-pope_shdmay10,0,3381739.story
By Jeffrey Fleishman | Tribune Newspapers

May 10, 2009

QUOTE:  ".... "Tensions and divisions between the followers of different religious traditions, sadly, cannot be denied," said the pontiff, whose three-day pilgrimage to Jordan is an attempt to mend relations with the Muslim world.

"However, is it not also the case that often it is the ideological manipulation of religion, sometimes for political ends, that is the real catalyst for tension and division, and at times even violence in society?"

The speech before Catholic priests, Muslim clerics and Orthodox bishops at Al Hussein bin Talal mosque in Amman was brief. But the copper-domed mosque offered a symbolic setting for the 82-year-old pope to dampen criticism of his comments in 2006 that characterized Islam as a violent religion. The pope has said he regretted the outrage he caused and made an effort at reconciliation two months later when he prayed silently with imams in Istanbul."

SOME COMMENTS: the article describes the delicacy of the Pope's visit to Muslim countries where he tried to make up for past mistakes.
NEXT ARTICLE:

Pope visits Mideast to mend relations - Hopes to foster interfaith dialog

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/05/08/pope_visits_mideast_to_mend_relations/
Pope hoping to improve Muslim relations

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/05/08/MNN117GPGO.DTL&hw=Israel&sn=064&sc=126
By Jeffrey Fleishman, Los Angeles Times

May 8, 2009

QUOTE:  "Jordan is a moderate Islamic country with a British-educated monarch and a fashion-plated queen. The pope's intent is to build religious detente here that will bring Muslims and Christians together to help counter the world's moral and social ills. But he is uneasy over a lack of religious freedom in Arab countries, and many Muslims view the Catholic Church as another Western institution insensitive to how Islam has been stereotyped and vilified since Sept. 11, 2001.

By balancing Jordan, Israel, and the Palestinian territories in his pilgrimage, the pope is venturing onto incendiary religious and political terrain. Each side will parse and scrutinize what he does and says at each stop. He's expected to visit the Al-Hussein bin-Talal Mosque in Amman and the Western Wall in Jerusalem. Will he sympathize with Palestinians in Gaza? Will he counter accusations that the Vatican was complicit in the Holocaust? Will he mention the two-state solution for a Palestinian homeland when he speaks in the West Bank?"

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the challenges facing the Pope in his effort to mend fences with Muslims and Jews, which is made especially challenging by his poor diplomacy skills.
----------------

LINDA GRADSTEIN - no articles found this week

----------------

ISABEL KERSHNER

ARTICLE:

World Briefing | Middle East: Gaza Militants and Israel Exchange Fire

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/07/world/middleeast/07briefs-gaza.html
By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: May 6, 2009

QUOTE:  "Militants in Gaza fired five mortar shells into a field in southern Israel on Wednesday, and Israel retaliated with airstrikes on three smuggling tunnels along Gaza’s border with Egypt, the Israeli military said. Palestinian medical officials said that four Palestinians were wounded in the Israeli strikes. The military wing of Hamas claimed responsibility for the mortar fire, according to the Palestinian news agency Maan. On Monday, the Syria-based leader of Hamas, Khaled Meshal, told The New York Times in an interview that his group was not firing at Israel currently as “part of an evaluation of the movement to serve the people’s interest.” Israel Radio reported Wednesday that Mr. Meshal had been criticized by other Palestinian groups for his remarks."

SOME COMMENTS: this brief article described conflicting statements from Hamas about rockets fired into Israel.  But no background info was given, and Israel's subsequent airstrike was descrsibed only as a response, and of course there was no mention of Israel's crimes that started it all, and perpetuate it.
----------------

GLENN KESSLER - no articles found this week
----------------

ASHRAF KHALIL - no articles found this week
----------------

CHARLES LEVINSON - no articles found this week
----------------

JOSHUA MITNICK - no articles found this week
----------------

DION NISSENBAUM

ARTICLE:

Palestinians try cheese-making and produce a fine pecorino

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1032967.html
By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Tuesday, 05.05.09

QUOTE:  ".... Even with a decent pecorino, Golden Sheep has few places to sell it. The cheese-makers have no license to sell in Israel, the market for 90 percent of West Bank exports.

In December, the World Bank noted that West Bank trade is severely constrained by increasing Israeli border restrictions to the east and inadequate Jordanian alternatives to the west.

For the West Bank economy to thrive, the World Bank reported, Israel would have to make it easier for Palestinian products to reach global markets.

Without a refrigeration truck, Golden Sheep sells few soft cheeses across the West Bank. And even getting the cheeses to West Bank stores is hampered by long delays at Israeli military checkpoints."

SOME COMMENTS: this remarkable article describes another amazing cooperative project between Palestinians and outsiders to work on a business venture to help the economy and overcome Israeli obstacles.
----------------

SCOTT PETERSON - no articles found this week
----------------

WALTER PINCUS

ARTICLE:

A Look at the Dropping of Espionage Charges

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050403639.html
By Walter Pincus

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

QUOTE:  "The defense attorneys wrote that Ellis's rulings permitted them to introduce "a good deal of classified material." But the classified documents they planned to use would show that the information orally passed to the defendants was similar to, but only part of, more sensitive classified information.

The lawyers said it was "ironic" that to prove "the sanctity of alleged national defense information, the prosecution will risk the disclosure of classified documents . . . the defendants never saw."

The second reason prosecutors gave for ending the case was a question of whether the government would prevail at trial.  The defendants' attorneys wrote that they would show that the information relayed to their clients was not classified defense information but material already in the public domain and "not potentially damaging to national security.""

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the problems prosecuting the case against the AIPAC spys because of ambiguity about what is illegal and what is not in terms of government information that is on the edge of top secret status.
----------------

ILENE R. PRUSHER - no articles found this week
----------------

PAUL RICHTER

ARTICLE:

Biden: 'Israel has to work toward a 2-state solution'

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-tc-nw-mideast-0506may06,0,6940106.story
Biden urges Israel to work for a Palestinian state

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-us-mideast6-2009may06,0,6986104.story
By Paul Richter 

May 6, 2009

QUOTE:  "Israelis and supporters of Israel in the U.S. have been eyeing the Obama administration to judge whether officials intend to push the Jewish state toward peace at a time when many Israelis are skeptical that can be done without risking the nation's security.

The AIPAC forum was a significant setting for the message, and Biden is an influential administration voice. He has been an unswerving supporter of AIPAC and stressed that the security of Israel is "non-negotiable" for the administration. 

But officials on both the Israeli and Palestinian sides have speculated that the U.S. and Israel may collide over settlements. U.S. officials have said they believe Israel could reduce resentment with an energetic effort to halt settlement growth.

Biden said the administration was committed to exploring the possibility of peace between Israel and Syria, because it could "reshape the region." Addressing the administration's diplomatic overture to Iran, he said that if Iran rejects the offer of negotiations, it will face a future in "which nothing is taken off the table." At a time when Israel has been pressing the administration to set a deadline for its peace offering, Biden added that the administration knows "we don't have unlimited time to make this assessment.""

SOME COMMENTS: this article described Biden's criticism of Israel while supporting Israel, as well as their concern about Iran's nuclear program.
----------------

HOWARD SCHNEIDER

ARTICLE:

Commerce in a Time of Occupation

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050803882.html
By Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service

Saturday, May 9, 2009

QUOTE:  ".... Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu has said he wants to make Palestinian economic development a priority, arguing that traditional peace negotiations will not succeed until Palestinian society is stronger and more stable. With the Gaza Strip's 1.5 million residents under the control of the Islamist movement Hamas and effectively sealed off from the outside world by an Israeli blockade, Netanyahu's strategy is aimed largely at the West Bank, where the moderate Palestinian Authority holds sway.
But Palestinian entrepreneurs, international economic analysts and diplomats contend that the economy of the West Bank, which has about 2.5 million Palestinian residents, will not meaningfully improve unless Netanyahu eases the restrictions on their economic life -- from the ability of companies to obtain raw materials and send products abroad, to workers' freedom to commute to their jobs. While the eruption in 2000 of a violent intifada led to many of the restrictions, they argue that improvements in West Bank security over the past two years, and the increasing effectiveness of a U.S.- and Jordanian-trained Palestinian security force, warrant a loosening of Israeli rules.

.... Palestinian business people, from large investors and manufacturers to small merchants, are brimming with examples of the way the restrictions crimp efficiency: the pharmaceutical maker suddenly told of limits on importing glycerin; the real estate company with a half-billion-dollar project waiting in part for Israeli approval to bypass a checkpoint near a small Jewish settlement; the new cellphone company waiting for Israel's promised assignment of radio spectrum.

Netanyahu "wants to help us economically? Give people a clearly labe led policy on entry into the West Bank and moving within the West Bank," said Sam Bahour, a Palestinian entrepreneur. "For investment to reemerge, incremental progress is not enough."

While philosophically in favor of free markets -- which require easy movement of people, goods and capital to function most efficiently -- Netanyahu was elected more for his tough line on security. How to reconcile the two when it comes to the West Bank is one of the central decisions he faces. The issue will probably figure into upcoming discussions with President Obama over the future of the Arab-Israeli peace process."

SOME COMMENTS: this article extensively describes how the Israeli regime of unpredictable checkpoints seriously hurts the economy, and how this will have to change if Netanyahu's plan of economic development for peace is to work.  But the other features of the occupation are not discussed which also have the same negative impact on the Palestinian economy, such as the wall, settlements, permit system, web of Israeli-use only highways, area closures, etc.  And there no sense in the article of how these motivate terrorism in the first place, or of the larger issues which also motivate rebellion such as the refugee problem and sharing Jerusalem, and all the land Israel has stolen from the Palestinian people.
NEXT ARTICLE:

Pope Faces Scrutiny In Visit to Mideast

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050800697.html
By Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service

Saturday, May 9, 2009

QUOTE:  ".... He arrives amid still-strong memories of the late Pope John Paul II's tour of the region in 2000, a journey that included the first visit by a pope to a mosque and was also the first papal visit to Israel after the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Vatican and the Jewish state. 

That trip, which generated headlines around the world, was emblematic of John Paul's success in developing a moral voice that transcended his role as head of the Roman Catholic Church.

Benedict was John Paul's chief enforcer of Catholic doctrine, and their close association helped make Benedict's selection in 2005 one of the quickest in recent Vatican history. But at 82, he is not likely to have the decades in office that John Paul had to establish his standing as a world leader. A professor and theologian for much of his career, with limited experience in pastoral positions, his transition to the global stage has been rocky: After four year as pope, he continues to try to overcome stumbles that have angered both Muslims and Jews.

.... But the Christian community in Israel and Jordan also continues to shrink in proportion to the faster-growing Muslim and Jewish populations.

.... In Bethlehem, in the occupied West Bank, residents of the Aida refugee camp are hoping Benedict will make a strong statement on their behalf.

In recent weeks, workers at the camp erected a stone platform for the pope's visit directly abutting a tall concrete Israeli security barrier that snakes through Bethlehem. Residents of the camp said they hope the pontiff's appearance at the security wall will send a message about their feeling of confinement. But it remains unclear whether Benedict will speak from the platform.

The choice is one of many symbolic ones the pontiff faces on a trip in which even local environmentalists have tried to get an endorsement, calling on Benedict to promote a cleanup of the Jordan River.

Speaking in front of the wall would be "a recognition of us as refugees," said Rasseb Abu Amar, who has lived all of his 53 years in Aida. "It'd be tremendous from a person of that caliber.""

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the struggle of the Pope to overcome his social ineptness - he is more a scholar than a diplomat.
NEXT ARTICLE:

Nazareth hopes pope visit will reinvigorate tourism   (5/5/09)
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/05/05/nazareth_hopes_pope_visit_will_reinvigorate_tourism?mode=PF
Nazareth Hopes Pope's Visit Will Boost Tourism

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/03/AR2009050301892.html
By Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service

Monday, May 4, 2009

QUOTE:  "On a national level, Israel's Arab and Christian communities are small and often complain of feeling marginalized -- neither integrated into the Jewish state nor fully identified with the national aspirations of Palestinians in the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip and the occupied West Bank.

Comprising about 20 percent of the country's population, the average Israeli Arab earns roughly 60 percent of what the average Jewish worker makes, according to government statistics. About half of Arab families live below the poverty line, compared to 15 percent of Jewish families.

The country's small Christian population, which is overwhelmingly Arab, has been holding steady at about 142,000 people -- 12,000 more if the disputed neighborhoods of East Jerusalem are included. But with the lowest birth rates in the country -- about 2.1 children per woman compared to 2.8 for Jews and 3.9 for Muslims -- it has been shrinking as a percentage of the overall population, according to Israel's Central Bureau of Statistics.

In Nazareth, howev er, there is a sense that the city's Arab and Christian heritage offers untapped potential. At 65,000 residents, it is the largest Arab city in Israel -- outside of East Jerusalem -- and a third of its citizens are Christian.

This should be the place, local entrepreneurs and officials say, where foreign visitors and Israelis come to enjoy Arab food, hear a traditional oud concert and explore northern Israel's Galilee region. Christians regard the area as the setting of Jesus's ministry and initial miracles."

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the effort of Nazareth to emerge as a major tourist mecca in the region hopefully on the coat tails of the Pope when he visits.  This is another example of economic efforts to overcome the torture of the occupation, but which is still dependent on the Israelis to succeed.
----------------

JAY SOLOMON

ARTICLE:

U.S., Israel Diverge on Palestinian Plan

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124148066581885273.html
By JAY SOLOMON 

MAY 5, 2009

QUOTE:  "Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pledged Monday to pursue "without any delay" a peace process with Palestinians based on a new strategy of addressing political, economic and security issues concurrently.

But Mr. Netanyahu's overture came as members of his government voiced skepticism toward President Barack Obama's call for the establishment of an independent Palestinian state, particularly when the Palestinian Authority's security forces remain weak and its political leadership divided.

Mr. Netanyahu, his aides said, also wants to limit the powers to be granted to any Palestinian government, arguing that certain military capabilities could pose a threat to Israel.

Mr. Netanyahu "was elected to change the direction of the peace process," Ron Dermer, a senior adviser to the prime minister, said Sunday at the conference of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, the U.S.'s largest pro-Israel lobbying group. Mr. Dermer suggested Israel's new government will seek a gradual approach on the question of Palestinian statehood, placing a higher priority on institution-building than diplomacy.

Mr. Obama has said he wants to move ahead aggressively with Palestinian-Israeli negotiations on a two-state solution at the same time the Palestinian Authority's institutions are strengthened and unified, carrying forward a process started by the Bush administration.

.... Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has said the Iran issue shouldn't pre-empt talks with Palestinians on an independent state. "For Israel to get the kind of strong support it is looking for vis-a-vis Iran, it can't stay on the sidelines with respect to the Palestinians and the peace efforts. They go hand in hand," she told a House committee last month."
SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the conflicting positions between Obama and Netanyahu and the potential for conflict and all the issues they have to work out.
----------------

BRET STEPHENS - no articles found this week
----------------

GRIFF WITTE - no articles found this week
OP-ED COLUMNISTS (alphabetical by author's name) -

Op-Ed: The Power of the First Impression

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124182437320102371.html
By ELLIOTT ABRAMS

MAY 9, 2009

QUOTE:  "On the "peace process," Mr. Obama will want progress toward a negotiated settlement, while Mr. Netanyahu will offer practical actions (more jobs and fewer roadblocks in the West Bank; more meetings with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas; more training of Palestinian police). This past week he outlined a "triple track" approach: renewed peace negotiations as the political track, strengthening the Palestinian "security apparatus" as the security track, and an economic track meant to advance the Palestinian economy. But it seemed clear that security comes first, and that a final status agreement is not in the cards right now.

Mr. Mitchell seems to understand all of this, wily pol that he is -- and impressed as he is by the Arab preoccupation with Iran rather than with the Palestinians. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, another pol, seems to get it too. With the Palestinians split between Fatah and Hamas -- Fatah unreformed and desperately weak, Iran and Hezbollah pouring support into every rejectionist group and now undermining Mr. Mubarak in Egypt -- the old "peace process" is increasingly irrelevant to real world crises.

There is a critical struggle under way right now in the Middle East, but it is not between Israelis and Palestinians; it is the people aligned with us -- including Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the Palestinian Authority, Israel and the United Arab Emirates -- against Iran, Qatar, Syria, Hezbollah and the Palestinian rejectionist groups. Mr. Netanyahu will tell the president this, but no one knows if the president will buy it -- at least until he consults with those Arab leaders and hears the same thing.

The problem of Iran and its proxy Hezbollah, the Arab-Israeli conflict, the supply of oil to the U.S. and the world market, the huge sovereign wealth funds now in the hands of Gulf countries, and the fear of terrorism by Arab extremist groups such as Al Qaeda are among the reasons that the Middle East remains a key geopolitical interest for the U.S. In a short period of weeks this spring, American officials are traveling throughout the region (just this past week, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates was in Egypt and Saudi Arabia, and other officials were in Syria), and the president is receiving visits from the leaders of Egypt, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority."

SOME COMMENTS: this op-ed not only describes the diplomatic struggle between Obama and Netanyahu, but also with Syria, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia. 
Op-Ed: Can the Pope Bring the Peace?

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/06/opinion/06allen.html
By JOHN L. ALLEN Jr.

Published: May 5, 2009

QUOTE:  ".... The reason for this is that popes enjoy a tremendous advantage over Western politicians in engaging the Middle East. This is the realm of “theopolitics,” where religious convictions always shape policy choices. A pope can engage those convictions in a way that secular trouble-shooters like former Senator George Mitchell, President Obama’s envoy to the Middle East, never could.

To be sure, Benedict doesn’t have the same reputation as a healer that his predecessor, John Paul II, had. The late pope was seen as a friend of both Jews and Muslims, while Benedict has had problems with both faiths. Diplomatically speaking, however, that’s far preferable to being perceived as a nemesis to one or the other. Even Benedict’s recent run of bad press in the West stemming from his comments on condoms and AIDS has an upside. It may make him a more sympathetic figure for devout Jews and Muslims, who know what it’s like to be on the wrong side of Western secular taboos."

SOME COMMENTS: this op-ed describes the special impact that religious leaders have on politics. The author then says the Pope should use his special status to advocate for (1) for the 2-state solution, (2) moving away from religious extremism, (3) lifting the morale and status of the declining Christian population, and (4) solving the Iranian problem by reaching out to Iran. 
Op-Ed: West Bank TV station broadcasts real news

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/05/10/INPR17F08T.DTL&hw=Israel&sn=060&sc=191
Joel Brinkley

Sunday, May 10, 2009

QUOTE:  "That's not what Muamar Orabi offers on Wattan TV. He's the station's director. Wattan (which means "homeland") is a commercial, secular station broadcasting from Ramallah, West Bank. In the Arab world, that by itself is quite unusual.

"There is another land in Palestine, different from the one portrayed on other Arab TV stations," Orabi said. "We like to focus on internal political news, cultural events, success stories. It's very important to raise the voices of marginalized people, and to make the government accountable for them." 

In other words, Orabi's station tries to make the case that Palestinians have a life apart from their interminable conflict with Israel. Children get up every morning and go to school. Shopkeepers welcome customers, and restaurants take lunch reservations. Every day there's a traffic jam in Ramallah's city center. At night, parents read their children a book before putting them to bed. 

That's not to say the conflict is absent from daily life. Israeli security checkpoints make traveling between West Bank cities difficult to impossible. The security wall surrounding most of the West Bank in some places divides villages.  Israeli settlements continue to gobble up West Bank acreage. And, of course, occasionally a West Bank Palestinian attacks an Israeli, or vice versa. 

.... "We present another face of Palestine," Orabi told me."

SOME COMMENTS: this op-ed encourages US support for a Ramallah-based independent, non-secular TV station which is struggling to present real news. 
Op-Ed: Middle East Reality Check

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/09/opinion/09cohen.html?scp=14&sq=middle%20east&st=cse
By ROGER COHEN

Published: March 8, 2009

QUOTE:  ".... Of course it’s desirable that Hamas recognize Israel before negotiations. But is it essential? No. What is essential is that it renounces violence, in tandem with Israel, and the inculcation of hatred that feeds the violence.
Speaking of violence, it’s worth recalling what Israel did in Gaza in response to sporadic Hamas rockets. It killed upward of 1,300 people, many of them women and children; caused damage estimated at $1.9 billion; and destroyed thousands of Gaza homes. It continues a radicalizing blockade on 1.5 million people squeezed into a narrow strip of land.

At this vast human, material and moral price, Israel achieved almost nothing beyond damage to its image throughout the world. Israel has the right to hit back when attacked, but any response should be proportional and governed by sober political calculation. The Gaza war was a travesty; I have never previously felt so shamed by Israel’s actions.

No wonder Hamas and Hezbollah are seen throughout the Arab world as legitimate resistance movements.

It’s time to look at them again and adopt the new British view that contact can encourage Hezbollah “to move away from violence and play a constructive, democratic and peaceful role.”"

SOME COMMENTS: this op-ed encourages the USA to reach out to Hamas because it is a part of the reality of the Palestinian world, and also our reaching out to them might help the cause of a Palestinian unified government. 
Op-Eds: FOCUS ON ISRAEL-`Do as I say not as I -- never mind'

http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/other-views/story/1037761.html
BY URI DROMI

Posted on Friday, 05.08.09

QUOTE:  ".... AL: Exactly. I wanted to discuss this nonsense with you. How can you be so naive, and believe all those liars?

HC: Why not believe them? How can you tell when they are lying anyway?

AL: It's simple. Whenever they move their lips they are lying.

HC: So when (Iranian President Mahmoud) Ahmadinejad says he wants to destroy Israel, he is actually lying?

AL: That's a dirty trick, Hillary. Look, it's simple. Muslims and Arabs are always lying, even when they are telling the truth. Israelis are always telling the truth. Period.

HC: In that case, when you cursed the Egyptian president and threatened to bomb the Aswan Dam, you really meant it?

AL: I was told you're difficult. These were only words, Hillary. You know how it is. Remember, when you were campaigning against Barack Obama, and you said nasty things about him, and now you're working for him.

HC: Well, this is different. You see --

AL: Or your husband. Remember what he said about that nice Jewish girl, ``I did not have -- ''

HC: Now, this is ridiculous --"

SOME COMMENTS: this comedic faux interview between Hillary Clinton and Lieberman does little more than point out the hypocrisy of all politicians, and not what makes Lieberman especially dangerous to Middle East peace and stability. 
Opinion: When prez's aides Just Say No

http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/44280627.html
By BERNARD I. FINEL

Posted on Mon, May. 4, 2009

QUOTE:  ".... In the recent past, we seem to have lost this sense of a president as a fallible public servant served by honorable professionals duty-bound to oppose a rash or unlawful decision. 

Instead, we've come to see the president as a figure endowed by virtue of national elections with some sort of unique insight and wisdom, in a sense existing above the law.

In the last administration, lawyers like Alberto Gonzalez, John Yoo and Jay Bybee signed off on badly argued legal briefs, providing the White House with cover for clearly illegal acts. While Gonzalez now finds himself out of work, Yoo remains a tenured professor and frequent public speaker, and Bybee is a federal judge on the 9th Circuit. 

Worse still is the lack of professionalism shown by some senior military officers. The case of Gen. Michael Hayden is particularly problematic. Hayden, while a serving member of the armed forces, failed to refuse an unambiguously unlawful order. The domestic espionage program he oversaw as director of the National Security Agency for roughly 18 months after 9/11 until changes to the program were made after the infamous midnight meeting in Attorney General John Ashcroft's hospital room was clearly unlawful. 

Hayden has argued that he relied upon White House guidance in ignoring statutory requirements. But absolving military officers of their obligation to resist unlawful orders simply because their superior assures them the order is legal makes the obligation meaningless. 

Hayden ought to have been subject to a court-martial. Instead, he was promoted to director of the CIA."

SOME COMMENTS: this op-ed argues that we should encourage workers in government agencies to think for themselves and not follow the President blindly and do illegal things, as they did in the Bush administration, and that we should prosecute them when they don't and commit crimes, even when they claim they were only following orders. 
Op-Ed: Judging the next 100 days

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-oped0507geyermay07,0,7832097.story
Georgie Anne Geyer

May 7, 2009

QUOTE:  ".... While I agree with much of that, I also think he has revealed something far more important in his speeches and press conferences recently: Obama is at heart neither "liberal" nor even (his word) "progressive," but truly a return to the origins of the American character; he is a man-off-the-Mayflower, a business-oriented capitalist with sound personal morals and a leader who wastes no time in exquisite theorizing when he can be busy figuring out how to get things done.

He has always been extraordinarily, but practically, analytical. Listen to some of the words from his remarkable speech at Georgetown University on April 14. Far from wanting to destroy capitalism, as some of the far-out Republicans still maintain, he says: "It is simply not sustainable to have an economy where, in one year, 40 percent of our corporate profits came from a financial sector that was based on inflated home prices, maxed-out credit cards, over-leveraged banks and overvalued assets."

.... The fact is Obama is profoundly, truly, congenitally moderate; he is a moralist, who applies the most simple and profound principles and ethics to the search for a new American architecture of global leadership and for a new philosophy of civics and citizenship. 

What could such a man possibly do wrong? Well, unfortunately and despite everything, quite a bit! There remains in Obama an almost blithe assurance that, by simply delineating a problem and declaring its rightful answers, the American people will follow. We still do not know how he will respond when he comes up against a situation that he is unable to charm or reason his way out of.

To bring forth only one possible example of many that could suddenly arise out of nowhere to challenge his good thoughts, what if the new far-right Israeli government, which has already declared itself unwilling to follow American leadership on a two-state settlement for the Palestinians, should strike out on its own and attack Iran?

Here, as in other dangerous foreign policy areas, Obama has carelessly neglected to lay the groundwork for his policy, or to make it clear to a foreign government what he will put up with -- and what he won't. Should Israel attack Iran, what would he do? Would he, in fact, do anything at all? Could he do anything?"

SOME COMMENTS: this op-ed praises Obama, but also wonders if he will be able to handle real crises. 
Op-Ed: Phony Hamas ‘peace’ gambit means war later

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/printedition/2009/05/08/krauthammer0508.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
The Hamas 'Peace' Gambit

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/editorial/outlook/6416564.html
Israel right to turn down Hamas 'peace' overture (5/9/09)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050703054.html
By Charles Krauthammer

Friday, May 8, 2009

QUOTE:  "With the 1993 Oslo accords, he showed what can be achieved with a fake peace treaty with Israel -- universal diplomatic recognition, billions of dollars of aid, and control of Gaza and the West Bank, which Arafat turned into an armed camp. In return for a signature, he created in the Palestinian territories the capacity to carry on the war against Israel that the Arab states had begun in 1948 but had given up after the bloody hell of the 1973 Yom Kippur War.

Meshal sees the opportunity. Not only is the Obama administration reaching out to its erstwhile enemies in the region, but it begins its term by wagging an angry finger at Israel over the Netanyahu government's ostensible refusal to accept a two-state solution.

Of all the phony fights to pick with Israel. No Israeli government would turn down a two-state solution in which the Palestinians accepted territorial compromise and genuine peace with a Jewish state. (And any government that did would be voted out in a day.) Netanyahu's own defense minister, Ehud Barak, offered precisely such a deal in 2000. He even offered to divide Jerusalem and expel every Jew from every settlement remaining in the new Palestine.

The Palestinian response (for those who have forgotten) was: No. And no counteroffer. Instead, nine weeks later, Arafat unleashed a savage terror war that killed 1,000 Israelis."

SOME COMMENTS: Krauthammer clearly only sees the facts he wants to see - all others he just ignores.  The clearest example is the Barak offer to Arafat - it was a good deal only in its most superficial aspect - the percentage of land that Barak offered Arafat. Examination of the land that made up that percentage clearly showed that it was not really a good offer.  And then he blames Arafat for the 2nd Intifada - did not Sharon's invasion of the Al Aqsa Mosque Compound with 1000 mercenaries have any impact?  Oh well, Krauthammer is known for this thinking problem - after all - just look at his name - 'Kraut Hammer'. 
Op-Ed: Israel's BAD-FAITH NEGOTIATING POSITION

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-200905071658tmswpfafftr--v-a20090507may07,0,7691610.story?obref=obnetwork
William Pfaff

May 7, 2009

QUOTE:  "Israel has always believed in "creating facts on the ground," whose existence may later come as a unpleasant surprise to others. Iran now seems to have learned from this Israeli precedent, to Israel's disadvantage.
In diplomatic circles, in Europe as well as the Arab states, there has been discussion of the possibility of Iran's being designated a "civil nuclear power," exercising its right, under the Nonproliferation Treaty (which it has signed), to develop power for civilian uses.

This is what Iran has persistently claimed to be all it wants. The proposal goes on to say that whatever military work   Iran has done is already faits accomplis -- "created facts," that are useless to contest.

The proposal is that if the U.S. were to join Europe and the Sunni Arabs in a drive to push Israel -- which has plenty of concealed nuclear "facts" -- to join the non-proliferation pact, which it has always refused to do, and open up to inspectors, just as Iran has done, the Iran-Israel discussion could at least be switched onto a new track."

SOME COMMENTS: this amazing article criticizes Israel for not negotiating in good faith for peace, amongst other things. 
Op-Ed: Notable & Quotable

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124139507833781751.html
Norman Podhoretz

MAY 4, 2009

QUOTE:  "Bush's friendliness [toward Israel] manifested itself in various ways. One of the most important was his backing for the measures Israel had been taking to defend itself against suicide bombing -- the building of a wall and the institution of checkpoints that would make it harder for suicide bombers to get through from the West Bank and into Israel proper. These measures were denounced almost everywhere as oppressive in themselves and as a species of apartheid, while the accompanying assassinations of the leaders who recruited, trained, and supplied the suicide bombers were routinely condemned as acts of murder. But Bush -- that is, the Bush who emerged after 9/11 -- would have none of this. So far as he was concerned, suicide bombing was a form of terrorism and therefore evil by definition. Israel had an absolute right to defend itself against this great evil, and in fighting it, the Israelis were struggling against the same enemy that had declared war on us on 9/11."

SOME COMMENTS: again this article completely ignores the Palestinian POV.  For example, even the ICJ makes it perfectly clear - the problem with the wall is its route - cutting right through communities, through downtowns, through college campus lots and through olive groves violating an immeasureable number of human rights.  And we could go on from there.  The sum total of such 'facts' is to point out that actually  it is Israel that is the aggressor in this conflict.
Op-Ed: VIEW FROM EL NUEVO HERALD - Memories from a pilgrimage to Israel

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/miami-dade/story/1030951.html
By DANIEL SHOER ROTH

Posted on Monday, 05.04.09

QUOTE:  ".... Israel is a land of contrasts. Inside a store within an enormous market where spices, nuts and fish are sold, there is a synagogue. Jews with widely varying levels of orthodoxy live side by side -- and all of them alongside the Israeli Arabs who make up 20 percent of the population, and who feel they are the victims of discrimination. In an Arab town divided by the ''green line'' separating Israel from the West Bank, residents told us of the difficulties their divided families face.

In order to connect with the land of Abraham and, consequently, with one's own spirit, one has to keep an open heart and mind, and observe everything around with a noble gaze." 
SOME COMMENTS: .... a noble gaze?  This author seems to imply that one must look upon immense oppression and discrimination with only a 'noble gaze'?  Is that just another word for denial or compartmentalization?

Op-Ed: The inadequacy of international law

http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2009/05/07/the_inadequacy_of_international_law/
By Daniel Taub 

May 7, 2009

QUOTE:  "These are intricate and fateful calculations. There are inevitably lessons to be learned after the event and, to its credit, Israel has launched a series of investigations into various aspects of its operations. But such calculations have to be made not in retrospect but in real time, and not by dispassionate observers but by commanders in the field.

As the Committee Established to Review NATO Bombings in Yugoslavia noted: "It is unlikely that a human rights lawyer and an experienced combat commander would assign the same relative values to military advantage and to injury to non-combatants. . . . the determination of relative values must be that of the 'reasonable military commander.' "

Yet some legal "experts" fail to apply this test. One cannot but be troubled by the discrepancy between their blanket condemnations and the assessment of those with genuine experience of making tough decisions in times of combat. Colonel Richard Kemp CBE, a former commander of British forces in Afghanistan, was interviewed during the Gaza operation and gave his assessment of Israel's performance: "I don't think there has ever been a time in the history of warfare when any army has made more efforts to reduce civilian casualties and deaths of innocent people than the IDF is doing today in Gaza."

In stark contrast to the complex and even painful balancing exercise that international law requires of soldiers and legal advisers alike, a vocal group of legal "experts" remains unwilling to roll up its sleeves and grapple with the tough complexities of conflict situations such as Gaza. There may indeed be attractions to maintaining a pristine ideal of international law. But in practice, it offers a simplistic and unworkable legal model that absurdly posits that the more irresponsible, illegal, and morally reprehensible the actions of terrorists, the less a state is permitted to do in response. Ultimately the greatest casualty of such an approach will be international law itself."

SOME COMMENTS: Mr. Taub takes silence as meaning hypocritical confusion because when that silence is what critics of Israel fell into when asked about the legality of Hamas rocket attacks on civilians.  But that silence means much more because in reality it happens because the answer is currently completely unacceptable according to the status quo and power-that-be.  The answer to Mr. Taub's question is that - yes - Israel, and all groups, have a legal and moral obligation to protect all civilians, but ironically Israel does not have a right to protect itself because in the Middle East conflict with the Palestinian people, Israel is the criminal aggressor.  Thus we all have an obligation to protect civilians, but criminals cannot claim to have a right of self-defense against the victims of their crimes.  Hamas muddies the waters by attacking Israeli civilians, whom must be protected, but Israel cannot claim self-defense for itself.  You might ask what crimes?  How about for starters - not respecting Palestinian right-of-return, internal law-based discrimination, collective punishment against surrounding communities, and finally the illegal occupation which is illegal because it is clearly not just for self-defense, and the myriad of illegal features that distinguish it. 
EDITORIALS (alphabetical by name of newspaper) -

OPINION EUROPE:  Comedy of Hate
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124164367189293095.html
MAY 7, 2009.

QUOTE:  "The extreme left and right share many views—particularly their dislike for the Jewish state.  With his attacks on Jews and Israel and his effortless switch from the far left to the far right, French comedy star Dieudonné has probably done more to expose the faux distinction between anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism than any true defender of Israel."

SOME COMMENTS: in this editorial, the WSJ indulges in a logical fallacy that just because two things are similar in superficial ways then they must be the same absolutely.  Anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism might share some goals (getting rid of Israel for example), but on all other levels they opposed to each other.  This is because their basic goals are opposite - anti-Zionism fights for freedom for all people, some of which are oppressed by Zionism, whereas anti-Semitism fights for the elimination of rights of one people. 
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II. INFORMATION RESOURCES ABOUT THE CONFLICT
PLEASE  NOTE:  It is important to remember that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org
1. Miscellaneous Information & Principles
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS ARE THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html
(2) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., and thus grabbing an additional 15% of occupied territory for Israeli usage, all of which are strategically positioned to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.

2. Historic Facts
(1) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.

3. Legal Principles
(1).  INTERNATIONAL LAW - Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions -- the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and distant historic (aprox. 1800 years) connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate cultural and emotional claim, but in no way does it give them the legal right to violate the rights of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).
(2) IMPORTANT LINKS:  Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel --

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.


4. Philosophical/Ethical Implications

(1) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
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Poll: Obama, headed to Middle East, is winning Arab hearts

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics/AP/story/1042192.html
By William Douglas, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Sunday, 05.10.09

Obama more popular than U.S. among Arabs: survey

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/10/AR2009051001920.html
By Paul Eckert, Reuters

Sunday, May 10, 2009; 7:02 PM

IMF: Mideast, North Africa better poised to cope with global recession

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/sns-ap-ml-mideast-imf,0,6721618.story
IMF: Mideast growth to slide in 2009

http://www.seattlepi.com/business/1310ap_ml_mideast_imf.html
ADAM SCHRECK | AP Business Writer

May 10, 2009

Obama to reach out to Muslims in Egypt speech

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050802356.html
By Ross Colvin, Reuters

Saturday, May 9, 2009 1:08 AM

BUSINESS: EU Signs Gas Deal in Bid to Cut Russian Dependence

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124178346906600499.html
By ADAM COHEN

MAY 8, 2009, 9:13 A.M. ET

Israel-Palestinian talks must address core issues: Blair

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050701867.html
By Adam Entous, Reuters

Thursday, May 7, 2009 9:59 AM

Arab nations may join peace process

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/printedition/2009/05/07/currents0507.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By Salah Nasrawi, Associated Press

Thursday, May 07, 2009

Poverty, not religious differences, fueling Muslim tensions with the West, report claims

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-muslim-integration,0,668554.story
Study: Poverty fueling Muslim tension with West

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1103ap_eu_muslim_integration.html
Study: Poverty fueling Muslim tension with West

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR 2009050702794.html
By DAVID STRINGER, The Associated Press

Thursday, May 7, 2009

EU seeks to enroll Caucasus neighbors, Egypt and Iraq into energy deal bypassing Russia

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/sns-ap-eu-eu-gas-eastern-neighbors,0,2762228.story
ROBERT WIELAARD | Associated Press Writer

8:04 AM CDT, May 7, 2009

No alternative to two-state Mideast solution: Merkel

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/06/AR2009050601419.html
by Noah Barkin; Reuters

Wednesday, May 6, 2009; 10:40 AM

Blair: New Mideast peace plan unveiled in weeks

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1034393.html
By JOSEF FEDERMAN, Associated Press Writer

Posted on Wednesday, 05.06.09

Jordan says new approach to Mideast peace emerging

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Mideast_US_Arabs.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Jordan's king says new "combined approach" to Middle East peace under discussion with US

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-mideast-us-arabs,0,6470088.story
Jordan says new approach to Mideast peace emerging

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_mideast_us_arabs.html
By SALAH NASRAWI, Associated Press Writer

May 6, 2009

Britain signals no room for hate

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/printedition/2009/05/06/noentry0506.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By Nancy Zuckerbrod, Associated Press

Wednesday, May 06, 2009

Blair: Quartet to unveil Mideast plan in 5-6 weeks

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/06/AR2009050600162.html
The Associated Press

Wednesday, May 6, 2009; 2:46 AM

Mideast developments

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/printedition/2009/05/06/mideast0506.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
From News Services

Wednesday, May 06, 2009

Iran, Syria back Palestinian militancy

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Syria_Iran.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Leaders of Iran and Syria Vow to Back ‘Palestinian Resistance’

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/06/world/middleeast/06syria.html
Iran, Syria back Palestinian militancy

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_syria_iran.html
Iran, Syria back Palestinian militancy

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050501029.html
By ALBERT AJI, The Associated Press

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Syria alliance with Iran a force for stability: Assad

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050502987.html
By Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Reuters

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 5:29 PM
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Israel hopes for tourism, image boost from pope

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Pope.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israel hoping for boost in tourism, improvement in world image from visit of Pope Benedict XVI

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-pope,0,7461187.story
Israel hopes for tourism, image boost from pope

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_pope.html
Israel hopes for tourism, image boost from pope

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/10/AR2009051001498.html
By ARIEL DAVID, The Associated Press

Sunday, May 10, 2009

On visit to Middle East, pope professes 'deep respect' for Muslim community

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-pope-slider_bdmay10,0,5773357.story
By Jeffrey Fleishman | Tribune Newspapers

May 10, 2009

Pope warns against extremism across faiths

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/05/10/pope_warns_against_extremism_across_faiths/
Pope Benedict warns of extremism on pilgrimage in Jordan

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-pope_shdmay10,0,3381739.story
By Jeffrey Fleishman | Tribune Newspapers

May 10, 2009

Pope visits Israel and Palestinian territories

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/10/AR2009051001112.html
By Philip Pullella, Reuters

Sunday, May 10, 2009; 6:08 PM

Pope in Israel calls for Palestinian homeland

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1041076.html
By VICTOR L. SIMPSON, Associated Press Writer

Posted on Sunday, 05.10.09

Pope praises Mideast Christians for persevering

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/10/AR2009051000241.html
By VICTOR L. SIMPSON, The Associated Press

Sunday, May 10, 2009 12:08 PM

Pope’s visit continues healing of faiths’ rifts

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/printedition/2009/05/10/pope0510.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By Victor L. Simpson And Aron Heller, Associated Press

Sunday, May 10, 2009

Pope celebrates mass in sports stadium in Jordan

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/44666707.html
The Associated Press

Posted on Sun, May. 10, 2009 

Pope to visit site of Jesus' baptism in Jordan

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/09/AR2009050900819.html
By Philip Pullella, Reuters

Saturday, May 9, 2009; 7:10 PM

Pope Faces Scrutiny In Visit to Mideast

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050800697.html
By Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service

Saturday, May 9, 2009

First trip to the Mideast - Pope kicks off tour —- carefully

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/printedition/2009/05/09/pope0509.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By Victor L. Simpson, Associated Press

Saturday, May 09, 2009

Pope doesn't pray but reflects at Jordan mosque

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/09/AR2009050900292.html
By VICTOR L. SIMPSON, The Associated Press

Saturday, May 9, 2009 12:00 PM

Pope in Israel seeks closer Jewish-Catholic bond

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Pope_in_Israel.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Pope in Israel highlights dramatic advances in Jewish-Catholic relations, but bumps remain

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-pope-in-israel,0,3397989.story
Pope in Israel seeks closer Jewish-Catholic bond

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_pope_in_israel.html
Pope in Israel seeks closer Jewish-Catholic bond

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/09/AR2009050901423.html
By VICTOR L. SIMPSON and ARON HELLER, The Associated Press

Saturday, May 9, 2009

Pope Talks Respect in Middle East

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124186916704803685.html
Associated Press 

MAY 9, 2009, 7:59 A.M. ET

Pope, Hope in Hand, Is Heading to Mideast  

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/09/world/middleeast/09pope.html?scp=15&sq=middle%20east&st=cse
By RACHEL DONADIO

Published: May 8, 2009

Pope Says He Has ‘Deep Respect’ for Muslims

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/09/world/middleeast/09jordan.html?scp=37&sq=middle%20east&st=cse
By RACHEL DONADIO

Published: May 8, 2009

Pope visits Mideast to mend relations - Hopes to foster interfaith dialog

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/05/08/pope_visits_mideast_to_mend_relations/
Pope hoping to improve Muslim relations

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/05/08/MNN117GPGO.DTL&hw=Israel&sn=064&sc=126
By Jeffrey Fleishman, Los Angeles Times

May 8, 2009

Palestinians seek papal pressure on Israel

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Holy_Land_Pope.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Palestinians pin their hopes on Pope Benedict XVI to put pressure on Israel

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-holy-land-pope,0,2410352.story
Palestinians seek papal pressure on Israel

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_holy_land_pope.html
Palestinians seek papal pressure on Israel

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050800651.html
By DALIA NAMMARI, The Associated Press

Friday, May 8, 2009

Pope, in Jordan, offers Church help for peace process

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050801168.html
By Philip Pullella and Tom Heneghan, Reuters

Friday, May 8, 2009 1:23 PM

Pope to visit mosque in Jordan, address Muslims

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050803363.html
By Philip Pullella, Reuters

Friday, May 8, 2009; 6:36 PM

Pope hopes church can play role in Mideast peace

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/National/Pope_Mideast.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Pope hopes church can play role in Mideast peace

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1110ap_pope_mideast.html
By VICTOR L. SIMPSON, Associated Press Writer

May 8, 2009

Pope Benedict XVI: Papal visit to Holy Land begins Friday in Jordan

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-pope_holy-land_frimay08,0,3787748.story
Associated Press

May 8, 2009

Pope heads to Mideast on 'pilgrimage of peace'

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/EU_Pope_Mideast.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Pope heads to Jordan on a Middle East tour he calls a pilgrimage of peace

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-pope-mideast,0,1257141.story
Pope heads to Mideast on 'pilgrimage of peace'

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_eu_pope_mideast.html
Pope heads to Mideast on 'pilgrimage of peace'

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050800393.html
The Associated Press

Friday, May 8, 2009

Islamists say Pope's Mideast visit provocative

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050701793.html
By Suleiman al-Khalidi, Reuters

Thursday, May 7, 2009; 9:45 AM

Tepid reception expected for Pope Benedict in Israel

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1037281.html
By CLIFF CHURGIN AND DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Thursday, 05.07.09

Pope visit boosts Jordanian site of Jesus baptism

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050701765.html
By Tom Heneghan, Religion Editor, Reuters

Thursday, May 7, 2009 9:32 AM

Pope's Mideast trip not the same as John Paul's

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Vatican_Pope_Holy_Land.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Benedict follows John Paul's footsteps in Holy Land but times have changed

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-vatican-pope-holy-land,0,1707865.story
Pope's Mideast trip not the same as John Paul's

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1103ap_eu_vatican_pope_holy_land.html
Pope's Mideast trip not the same as John Paul's

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050701234.html
By VICTOR L. SIMPSON, The Associated Press

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Highlights of pope's Holy Land tour

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/National/ML_Holy_Land_Pope_Glance.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Highlights of pope's Holy Land tour

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1110ap_ml_holy_land_pope_glance.html
Highlights of pope's Holy Land tour

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050701341.html
By The Associated Press

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Mega security planned for pope's Israel visit

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Pope_Security.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israeli police detail scope of security for pope's visit: 80,000 officers on duty

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-pope-security,0,1532012.story
Mega security planned for pope's Israel visit

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1034972.html
Mega security planned for pope's Israel visit

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_pope_security.html
Mega security planned for pope's Israel visit

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/06/AR2009050601884.html
By IAN DEITCH, The Associated Press

Wednesday, May 6, 2009

Pope arriving at time when Christians are leaving

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Holy_Land_Pope_Christians.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Pope set to arrive in Holy Land at time when many Christians are leaving for the West

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-holy-land-pope-christians,0,7294583.story
Pope arriving at time when Christians are leaving

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1034401.html
Pope arriving at time when Christians are leaving

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/06/AR2009050600230.html
By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Wednesday, May 6, 2009

Op-Ed: Can the Pope Bring the Peace?

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/06/opinion/06allen.html
By JOHN L. ALLEN Jr.

Published: May 5, 2009

Vatican plays down differences before Israel trip

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6407075.html
Vatican plays down differences before Israel trip

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1031417.html
Vatican plays down differences before Israel trip

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050401152.html
By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009

Nazareth hopes pope visit will reinvigorate tourism (5/5/09)
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/05/05/nazareth_hopes_pope_visit_will_reinvigorate_tourism?mode=PF
Nazareth Hopes Pope's Visit Will Boost Tourism 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/03/AR2009050301892.html
By Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service

Monday, May 4, 2009
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Months-Long Strikes Close French Colleges, But Motive Is Unclear

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050703895.html
By Edward Cody, Washington Post Foreign Service

Friday, May 8, 2009

OPINION EUROPE: Comedy of Hate

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124164367189293095.html
MAY 7, 2009
Spain: judge presses on with Israel probe

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Spain_Israel_Probe.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Spain: judge presses on with Israel probe

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050400772.html
By DANIEL WOOLLS, The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009
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King of Egyptian kitsch sings of swine flu

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Egypt_Swine_Flu_Song.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
First Israel, then the war in Iraq, now Egyptian singer bemoans swine flu in latest kitsch hit

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-egypt-swine-flu-song,0,3498042.story
King of Egyptian kitsch sings of swine flu

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_egypt_swine_flu_song.html
King of Egyptian kitsch sings of swine flu

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/10/AR2009051000895.html
By JASON KEYSER, The Associated Press

Sunday, May 10, 2009

Muslim Brotherhood: Obama's Egypt trip 'useless' 

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Egypt_Obama.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood calls Obama's upcoming trip to Egypt 'useless'

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-egypt-obama,0,5364024.story
Muslim Brotherhood: Obama's Egypt trip 'useless'

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_egypt_obama.html
Muslim Brotherhood: Obama's Egypt trip 'useless'

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/09/AR2009050901667.html
By OMAR SINAN, The Associated Press

Saturday, May 9, 2009

Egypt brushes off reports on nuclear traces

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050702227.html
by Edmund Blair, Reuters

Thursday, May 7, 2009; 12:28 PM
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Lawyer defends jailed US reporter at Iran court

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/10/AR2009051000239.html
By NASSER KARIMI, The Associated Press

Sunday, May 10, 2009; 1:01 PM

Militia must stay out of election: Iran reformer

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/09/AR2009050900769.html
By Hossein Jaseb, Reuters

Saturday, May 9, 2009; 7:44 AM

Reformist Candidates Promise to Bring Change in Iran

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124188583960803839.html
Associated Press 

MAY 9, 2009, 1:15 P.M. ET

World Digest: IRAN - President Confirms Bid for 2nd Term

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050804036.html
Reuters

Saturday, May 9, 2009

Rivals in Iran's Election Take Aim at Ahmadinejad

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124164855601493195.html
By FARNAZ FASSIHI

MAY 7, 2009

Report: Foreign intelligence analysts contradict US on Iran bomb progress

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-us-iran-nuclear,0,3175992.story
DESMOND BUTLER | Associated Press Writer

5:36 PM CDT, May 6, 2009

U.S. Reporter Jailed in Iran Ends Hunger Strike

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124162376164092159.html
Associated Press 

MAY 6, 2009, 6:09 P.M. ET

Gates says U.S. to persist with Iran overtures

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050501139.html
By Andrew Gray, Reuters

Tuesday, May 5, 2009; 8:48 AM

OPINION: As the U.S. Retreats, Iran Fills the Void

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124139838660282045.html
By AMIR TAHERI 

MAY 5, 2009

=========================================

(I.6) Palestinian Authority (1)

=========================================

Palestinians give cool reception to Netanyahu plan

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1036309.html
Palestinians give cool reception to Netanyahu plan

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050700378.html
By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press

Thursday, May 7, 2009

=================

(I.4) Hamas (4)

=================

Phony Hamas ‘peace’ gambit means war later

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/printedition/2009/05/08/krauthammer0508.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
The Hamas 'Peace' Gambit

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/editorial/outlook/6416564.html
Israel right to turn down Hamas 'peace' overture (5/9/09)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050703054.html
By Charles Krauthammer

Friday, May 8, 2009

Hamas leader: Militant group is part of solution

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050500239.html
The Associated Press

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Hamas leader says group wants to resolve conflict

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Syria_Hamas_Leader.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Hamas leader says group wants to resolve conflict

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050501483.html
The Associated Press

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Addressing U.S., Hamas Says It Grounded Rockets

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/05/world/middleeast/05meshal.html
By TAGHREED EL-KHODARY and ETHAN BRONNER

Published: May 4, 2009

===================================

(I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (6)

===================================

Gay Rights in Lebanon Gain Traction

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124192484673204149.html
Associated Press 

MAY 10, 2009, 12:02 A.M. ET

World Digest: Lebanon Arrests 5 on Espionage Charges

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050804036.html
From News Services

Saturday, May 9, 2009

Bank of Lebanon Sees Growth at 6% This Year

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124169272552095627.html
By CHIP CUMMINS

MAY 8, 2009

Lebanon arrests 5 suspected of spying for Israel

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050802109.html
By HUSSEIN DAKROUB, The Associated Press

Friday, May 8, 2009; 1:27 PM

Israel discussing withdrawal from Lebanese village

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Lebanon.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israel discussing withdrawal from village divided by UN's Israel, Lebanon, Syria border

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-lebanon,0,762785.story
Israel discussing withdrawal from Lebanese village

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1036736.html
Israel discussing withdrawal from Lebanese village

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_lebanon.html
Israel discussing withdrawal from Lebanese village

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050702002.html
By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Lebanon: 4 Accused of Spying

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/06/world/middleeast/06briefs-Lebanon.html?scp=5&sq=middle%20east&st=cse
By ROBERT F. WORTH

Published: May 5, 2009

=======================

(I.2) Syria (6)

=======================

Syria criticizes renewal of US sanctions, urges Washington to abandon 'foolish policies'

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-syria-us,0,1535275.story
Syria criticizes renewal of US sanctions

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_syria_us.html
ALBERT AJI | Associated Press Writer

12:14 PM CDT, May 10, 2009

Obama renewing sanctions on Syria to mark concerns

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/US_Presidential_Cabinet/US_US_Syria.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
White House renewing sanctions on Syria while pushing ahead with effort to improve relations

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-us-us-syria,0,852220.story
Obama renewing sanctions on Syria to mark concerns

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/washington/6415090.html
Obama renewing sanctions on Syria to mark concerns

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics/AP/story/1038803.html
Obama renewing sanctions on Syria to mark concerns

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1152ap_us_us_syria.html
Obama renewing sanctions on Syria to mark concerns

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050802290.html
By ROBERT BURNS, The Associated Press

Friday, May 8, 2009

US envoy in Syria tries to repair relations

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Mideast_Syria.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
US envoy in Syria tries to repair strained relations, supports comprehensive Mideast peace

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-mideast-syria,0,3629120.story
US envoy in Syria tries to repair relations

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_mideast_syria.html
US envoy in Syria tries to repair relations

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050702050.html
By ZEINA KARAM, The Associated Press

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Washington committed to seeking Syria-Israel deal

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050701349.html
by Khaled Yacoub Oweis; Reuters

Thursday, May 7, 2009; 8:58 AM

Syria alliance with Iran a force for stability: Assad

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/200 9/05/05/AR2009050502987.html
By Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Reuters

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 5:29 PM

U.S. envoys head back to Syria as ties warm

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050503430.html
By Sue Pleming, Reuters

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 7:29 PM

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (4)

===============================

Op-Ed: The inadequacy of international law

http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2009/05/07/the_inadequacy_of_international_law/
By Daniel Taub 

May 7, 2009

U.N. files Gaza claims (5/6/09)

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/printedition/2009/05/06/gaza0506.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
U.N. report faults Israel in Gaza attacks

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/44437457.html
UN demands Israel compensation for strikes in Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050500823.html?sub=AR
By JOHN HEILPRIN, The Associated Press

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

U.N. rights watchdog questions Israel on torture

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050501756.html
by Stephanie Nebehay, Reuters

Tuesday, May 5, 2009; 12:35 PM

UN meeting to give impetus to Mideast peace

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_Mideast_Meeting.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
UN meeting to give impetus to Mideast peace

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6407216.html
UN meeting to give impetus to Mideast peace

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1032039.html
UN meeting to give impetus to Mideast peace

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_un_un_mideast_meeting.html
UN meeting to give impetus to Mideast peace

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050402609.html
By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009

===========================================

(II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (5)

===========================================

Jerusalem project raises concerns: Effort fortifies Israel's claim to capital city

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/05/10/jerusalem_project_raises_concerns/
Parks Fortify Israel’s Claim to Jerusalem

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/10/world/middleeast/10jerusalem.html
By ETHAN BRONNER and ISABEL KERSHNER

May 10, 2009

Group says Israel plan to cement hold on Jerusalem

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6417248.html
Group says Israel plan to cement hold on Jerusalem

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1041088.html
Group says Israel plan to cement hold on Jerusalem

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/44668972.html
Group says Israel plan to cement hold on Jerusalem

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/05/10/international/i040808D50.DTL&hw=Israel&sn=059&sc=465
Group says Israel plan to cement hold on Jerusalem

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/10/AR2009051000650.html
By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Sunday, May 10, 2009

Spotlight to shine on Israeli developments

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_12335536
The Denver Post

Posted: 05/10/2009 01:00:00 AM MDT

Commerce in a Time of Occupation

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050803882.html
By Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service

Saturday, May 9, 2009

Israeli troops kill Palestinian at West Bank shrine

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/06/AR2009050602779.html
By Haitham Tamimi, Reuters

Wednesday, May 6, 2009; 4:58 PM

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (7)

==========================

U.N. experts prepare to investigate war crimes in Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050801382.html
by Stephanie Nebehay; Reuters

Friday, May 8, 2009; 4:03 PM

Pills that are Gazans' little helpers

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/cont ent/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050703963.html
By Nidal al-Mughrabi and Ivan Karakashian, Reuters

Thursday, May 7, 2009 8:11 PM

Running short of concrete, Gazans build mud homes

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Gaza_Mud_Huts.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Gazans build mud-brick homes as Israel refuses to allow materials into blockaded strip

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-gaza-mud-huts,0,6428812.story
Running short of concrete, Gazans build mud homes

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1036313.html
Running short of concrete, Gazans build mud homes

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_gaza_mud_huts.html
Running short of concrete, Gazans build mud homes

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/07/AR2009050700384.html
By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press

Thursday, May 7, 2009

World Briefing | Middle East: Gaza Militants and Israel Exchange Fire

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/07/world/middleeast/07briefs-gaza.html
By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: May 6, 2009

Israel says it won't apologize for Gaza war

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/National/UN_UN_Israel.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israeli says it won't apologize for Gaza war and calls UN report on its attacks 'outrageous'

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-israel,0,6294134.story
Israel says it won't apologize for Gaza war

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1110ap_un_un_israel.html
Israel says it won't apologize for Gaza war

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/06/AR2009050601905.html
By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press

Wednesday, May 6, 2009

U.N. Inquiry Finds Israel Purposely Fired on School in Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050503453.html
By Colum Lynch, Washington Post Staff Writer

Wednesday, May 6, 2009

U.N. report accuses Israel of recklessness in Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050502789.html
By Patrick Worsnip, Reuters

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 6:46 PM

===========================================

(III.3) Palestinian Culture & Society (2)

===========================================

Books of The Times: A Merchant of Trinkets and Memories

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/06/books/06garn.html
By DWIGHT GARNER

Published: May 5, 2009

Palestinians try cheese-making and produce a fine pecorino

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1032967.html
By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Tuesday, 05.05.09

============================================

(III.2) International Aid to Palestine (1)

============================================

What to Watch: The Heritage Foundation holds a discussion, "How Western Taxpayers Fund Palestinian Hate Education"

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/03/AR2009050302194.html
Garance Franke-Ruta
Monday, May 4, 2009

===========================================

(III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (1)

===========================================

New government could exclude Hamas

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/05/08/MNEU17GCJD.DTL&hw=Palestinian&sn=036&sc=296
Mohammed Daraghmeh, Associated Press

Friday, May 8, 2009

======================================

(IV.5) Israeli Politics (10)

======================================

Netanyahu to talk about Iran, peacemaking in Egypt

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Arabs.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Netanyahu heads to Egypt looking to build bulwark against Iran, advance Mideast peace

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-arabs,0,2633378.story
Netanyahu to talk about Iran, peacemaking in Egypt

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1041253.html
Netanyahu to talk about Iran, peacemaking in Egypt

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/44671237.html
Netanyahu to talk about Iran, peacemaking in Egypt

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/05/10/international/i080530D60.DTL&hw=Israel&sn=056&sc=721
Netanyahu to talk about Iran, peacemaking in Egypt

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_arabs.html
Netanyahu to talk about Iran, peacemaking in Egypt

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/10/AR2009051000829.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press

Sunday, May 10, 2009

Op-Eds: FOCUS ON ISRAEL-`Do as I say not as I -- never mind'

http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/other-views/story/1037761.html
BY URI DROMI

Posted on Friday, 05.08.09

Israel'S BAD-FAITH NEGOTIATING POSITION

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-200905071658tmswpfafftr--v-a20090507may07,0,7691610.story?obref=obnetwork
Pfaff, William

May 7, 2009

Israeli president: US outreach to Iran OK for now

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/washington/6409597.html
Israeli president: US outreach to Iran OK for now

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics/AP/story/1033273.html
Israeli president: US outreach to Iran OK for now

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1151ap_us_us_israel.html
Israeli president: US outreach to Iran OK for now

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050501610.html
By ANNE GEARAN, The Associated Press

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Netanyahu says ready for peace talks right away

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050501099.html
by Arshad Mohammed, Reuters

Tuesday, May 5, 2009; 8:16 AM

Israeli FM commits to peace, not Palestinian state

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Italy_Israel.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israeli FM commits to peace, not Palestinian state

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1103ap_eu_italy_israel.html
Israeli FM commits to peace, not Palestinian state

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050401234.html
By ARIEL DAVID, The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009

Israeli PM wants 'triple track' approach to peace

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1110ap_us_israel_prime_minister.html
Israeli PM wants 'triple track' approach to peace

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050403701.html
By RICHARD LARDNER, The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009

Israel dispatches envoys to soften hawkish image

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Diplomatic_Push.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israel sends envoys to US, Europe to soften hawkish image (5/5/09)
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/05/05/israel_sends_envoys_to_us_europe_to_soften_hawkish_image/
Israel dispatches envoys to soften hawkish image (5/5/09)
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6406903.html
Israel dispatches envoys to soften hawkish image

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1031826.html
Israel dispatches envoys to soften hawkish image

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050402128.html
By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009

Israeli president: Iran threatens US, Europe

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/US_US_Israel.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israeli president: Iran threatens US, Europe

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050401603.html
The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009

Israel's Peres omits mention of Palestinian state

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050401785.html
Reuters

Monday, May 4, 2009; 11:23 AM

==============================

(IV.2) Culture in Israel (4)

==============================

Israeli police bust Palestinians with ancient text

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Plundered_Scroll.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israeli police arrest Palestinians with 1,900-year-old papyrus said to be worth millions

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-plundered-scroll,0,5471085.story
Israeli police bust Palestinians with ancient text

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6411377.html
Israeli police bust Palestinians with ancient text

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1034670.html
Israeli police bust Palestinians with ancient text

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_plundered_scroll.html
Israeli police bust Palestinians with ancient text

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/06/AR2009050601011.html
By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Wednesday, May 6, 2009

VIEW FROM EL NUEVO HERALD - Memories from a pilgrimage to Israel

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/miami-dade/story/1030951.html
By DANIEL SHOER ROTH

Posted on Monday, 05.04.09

Obama outreach to Muslims worries Israelis

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Poll.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Obama outreach to Muslims worries Israelis

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6406298.html
Obama outreach to Muslims worries Israelis

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1031239.html
Obama outreach to Muslims worries Israelis

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_poll.html
Obama outreach to Muslims worries Israelis

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050400757.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009

ISRAEL: Olmert to have surgery

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-tc-nw-briefs-05043may04,0,4931434.story
Tribune news services 

May 4, 2009

============================

(IV.1) Nuclear Issues (5)

============================

Delegates clear key hurdle, agree on agenda for 2010 nuclear treaty review

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-nuclear-disarmament,0,5963177.story
Delegates take key step in nuclear treaty review

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/AP/story/1037582.html
Delegates take key step in nuclear treaty review

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1110ap_un_un_nuclear_disarmament.html
By EDITH M. LEDERER, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated May 7, 2009 6:40 p.m. PT

Israel brushes off call to sign nuclear arms pact

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/06/AR2009050600255.html
By Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Reuters

Wednesday, May 6, 2009; 10:01 AM

Iran assails West, Israel at talks on nuclear treaty

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05 /04/AR2009050402541.html
By Louis Charbonneau, Reuters

Monday, May 4, 2009 6:16 PM

North Korea cool to resuming nuclear talks

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050401953.html
By Louis Charbonneau, Reuters

Monday, May 4, 2009; 12:40 PM

Obama pledge on nuclear weapons wins praise at UN

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050403887.html
By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009; 10:32 PM

======================================================

(V.4) USA Aid/Israel Lobby/USA business w/Israel (8)

======================================================

Cleared pro-Israel lobbyist his back at prosecutors after charges dropped

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-us-spy-probe,0,5287040.story
Pro-Israel lobbyist hits back at prosecutors

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1035405.html
Pro-Israel lobbyist hits back at prosecutors

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_us_spy_probe.html
By MARK LAVIE, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated May 6, 2009

Nation Digest: Charges Formally Dismissed in AIPAC Case

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050403427.html
Jerry Markon, Washington Post Staff Writer

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

A Look at the Dropping of Espionage Charges

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050403639.html
By Walter Pincus

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

What to Watch: The American Israel Public Affairs Committee...

Monday, May 4, 2009

Garance Franke-Ruta federalcity@washpost.com

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/03/AR2009050302194.html
Judge Formally Dismisses Case Against 2 Former AIPAC Lobbyists

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050402533.html
By Jerry Markon, Washington Post Staff Writer

Monday, May 4, 2009; 3:53 PM

Calif.'s Harman Rails Against Wiretapping That Ensnared Her

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/03/AR2009050301875.html
By Mary Beth Sheridan, Washington Post Staff Writer

Monday, May 4, 2009

Democrats leave Gitmo closing money out of bill

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050402375.html
By ANDREW TAYLOR, The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009 6:27 PM

Jane Harman tells pro-Israel lobbyists she'll clear her name

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-harman4-2009may04,0,1835176.story
Washington Post

May 4, 2009
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CHRIS JONES RECOMMENDS: Pangs of the Messiah

http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/arts/chi-0508-jones-recommendsmay08,0,6915005.story
Chris Jones

May 8, 2009

Abroad: In Belgium, Samson Gets a Makeover  

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/07/arts/music/07abroad.html
By MICHAEL KIMMELMAN

Published: May 6, 2009

Opera Review: A 'Samson' Who Dallies Amid the Kitsch

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/06/arts/06iht-loomis6.html
By GEORGE LOOMIS

Published: May 5, 2009
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The Power of the First Impression

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124182437320102371.html
By ELLIOTT ABRAMS

MAY 9, 2009

Obama Picks Egypt for Muslim Speech

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124183334208002959.html
By JONATHAN WEISMAN

MAY 9, 2009

Obama Picks Egypt as Speech Venue

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050803843.html
By Scott Wilson and Anne E. Kornblut, Washington Post Staff Writers

Saturday, May 9, 2009

Obama to deliver speech in Egypt, visit German concentration camp, celebrate D-Day in France

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-us-obama-overseas,0,5068555.story
Obama to address US-Islamic relations in Egypt

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1110ap_us_obama_overseas.html
By CHARLES BABINGTON, ASSSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated May 8, 2009

Hoping to ease disagreements, Obama and Russian foreign minister offer conciliatory words

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-us-us-russia,0,4108370.story
DESMOND BUTLER | Associated Press Writer

3:34 AM CDT, May 8, 2009

Op-Ed: Middle East Reality Check

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/09/opinion/09cohen.html?scp=14&sq=middle%20east&st=cse
By ROGER COHEN

Published: March 8, 2009

Analysis: Obama charts active role in Mideast

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Analysis/US_Obama_Mideast_Analysis.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Analysis: Obama charts active role in Mideast

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/washington/6414298.html
Analysis: Obama charts active role in Mideast

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics/AP/story/1038222.html
Analysis: Obama charts active role in Mideast

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1151ap_us_obama_mideast_analysis.html
Analysis: Obama charts active role in Mideast

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/08/AR2009050800375.html
By BARRY SCHWEID, The Associated Press

Friday, May 8, 2009

In Frenetic White House, A Low-Key 'Outsider'

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/06/AR2009050604134.html
By Karen DeYoung, Washington Post Staff Writer

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Judging the next 100 days

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-oped0507geyermay07,0,7832097.story
Georgie Anne Geyer

May 7, 2009

Obama, planning July visit to Moscow, says US relations with Russia can improve

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-us-obama-russia,0,2455099.story
By Associated Press

4:10 PM CDT, May 7, 2009

Obama: Tougher treaty to halt nuke weapons needed

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6410775.html
Obama: Tougher treaty to halt nuke weapons needed

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/1035021.html
Obama: Tougher treaty to halt nuke weapons needed

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_un_un_nuclear_disarmament.html
By EDITH M. LEDERER, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated May 6, 2009

Biden: 'Israel has to work toward a 2-state solution'

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-tc-nw-mideast-0506may06,0,6940106.story
Biden urges Israel to work for a Palestinian state

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-us-mideast6-2009may06,0,6986104.story
By Paul Richter 

May 6, 2009

U.S. presses new Israeli government to back two-state solution

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050501454.html
by Ross Colvin, Reuters

Tuesday, May 5, 2009; 10:49 AM

US seeks Saudi influence on Pakistani leaders

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050500763.html
By LARA JAKES, The Associated Press

Tuesday, May 5, 2009; 12:32 PM

U.S. presses Israel on two-state solution, settlements

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050501584.html
By Matt Spetalnick and David Alexander, Reuters

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 6:29 PM

U.S., Israel Diverge on Palestinian Plan

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124148066581885273.html
By JAY SOLOMON 

MAY 5, 2009

Obama, Peres Discuss Israeli-Palestinian Peace

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050501494.html
By Scott Wilson, Washington Post Staff Writer

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 4:05 PM

Biden says Israel must back two-state peace deal

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/US_President_And_White_House_Advisers/US_US_Israel_Biden.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Biden says Israel must back two-state peace deal

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050501583.html
The Associated Press

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Obama to meet with Israeli president

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/05/AR2009050500651.html
The Associated Press

Tuesday, May 5, 2009; 5:03 AM

What to Watch

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050403658.html
Washington Post staff

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Opinion: When prez's aides Just Say No

http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/44280627.html
By BERNARD I. FINEL

Posted on Mon, May. 4, 2009

Gates Seeks to Reassure Gulf on Outreach to Iran

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124144000069083085.html
Gates seeking to reassure Gulf on outreach to Iran

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/04/AR2009050400251.html
By LARA JAKES, The Associated Press

Monday, May 4, 2009; 3:18 PM

Notable & Quotable

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124139507833781751.html
Norman Podhoretz writing in Commentary magazine: 

MAY 4, 2009

Egypt: Gates Seeks to Assure Allies

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/05/world/middleeast/05briefs-egypt.html?scp=11&sq=middle%20east&st=cse
By THOM SHANKER

Published: May 4, 2009
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West Bank TV station broadcasts real news

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/05/10/INPR17F08T.DTL&hw=Israel&sn=060&sc=191
Joel Brinkley

Sunday, May 10, 2009
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