The State of Middle East Reporting by Mainstream US Media

Week:  March 9 – 15, 2009 


PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  125
 

Full details of all these articles (authors, titles, links, etc.) can be found at the end of the online version of this Action Alert found at:
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20090315.doc
  
2.  Special Focus Reporters for this Week:


The main bias we found this week were along two lines – (1) omitting the Palestinian point of view as if the Palestinians were not an important part of the situation, and (2) leaving out important facts that happen to also make Israel look bad, especially how the blockade is judged to be inhumane and a form of collective punishment by the international community.

Of special interest this week is the op-ed by Judea Pearl (Chicago Tribune, March 15, 2009) because it lists 10 Zionist myths making it a great tool for understanding the Zionist point-of-view.
WIRE SERVICE REPORTERS

ASSOCIATED PRESS - Ibrahim Barzak (1), Ali Akbar Darieni (1), Ian Deitch (1), Josef Federman (2), Robert Burns (0), Matti Friedman (0), Steve Gutkin (2), Aron Heller (1), Ben Hubbard (3), George Jahn (0), Karen Laub (4), Mark Lavie (0), Edith M. Lederer (1), Matthew Lee (0), Amy Teibel (3), Steve Weizman (0)

REUTERS - Nidal al-Mughrabi (2), Adam Entous (1), Allyn fisher-Ilan (1), DIAA HADID (1), Joseph Nasr (0)

STAFF REPORTERS - Richard Boudreaux (0), Ethan Bronner (2), Borzou Daraghi (1), Jeffrey Fleishman (0), Linda Gradstein (0), Isabel Kershner (0), Glenn Kessler (0), Ashraf Khalil (0), Charles Levinson (2), Joshua Mitnick (1), Dion Nissenbaum (0), Scott Peterson (0), Walter Pincus (4), Ilene R. Prusher (1), Paul Richter (0), Jay Solomon (1), Griff Witte (0).

OP-ED COLUMNISTS - Mustafa Barghouthi, Richard Cohen, IRWIN COTLER, DANIEL DORON, Ben Ehrenreich, Charles Freeman, Georgie Anne Geyer, TAWFIK HAMID, Mark M. Lowenthal, Judea Pearl, Brett Stephens (1), Frank R. Wolf

EDITORIALS - LA Times (1), Wall Street Journal (2), Washington Post (3)

TOTAL WIRE SERVICE ARTICLES = 24 reviewed

TOTAL STAFF ARTICLES = 12 reviewed

TOTAL OP-EDS = 12 listed, 7 reviewed

TOTAL EDITORIALS = 6 reviewed

TOTAL ARTICLES listed = 49 reviewed

II.  THIS WEEK'S TOTAL ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Total  Articles & Activist Opportunities:
(TOPIC I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (7 articles) - 4 issues covered - (1) two articles debate the virtues of Zionism itself (one describing how it makes peace impossible, the other repeats 10 myths of Zionism), (2) one article supports Netanyahu's plan to focus on Palestinian economic development, (3) one op-ed by a devout Muslim calls for Islam to develop a powerful exposition of its theology of peace to counter the influence of the violent interpretation expounded by the terrorists, and (4) description of Israel forbidding travel permits to Shawan Jabarin, the head of Al-Haq to receive his peace award in Europe.

(TOPIC I.13)  The Vatican (7 articles articles) - 2 issues - (1) the Pope admits the Vatican made mistakes in the handling of the controversy over rehab for the Priest who denies the holocaust, and (3) description of the Popes Middle East visit plans to visit both Christian and Muslim and Jewish holy sites.

(TOPIC I.12)  Turkey (1 article) - description of Turkey's positive reception to Clinton outreach efforts.

(TOPIC I.10) Saudi Peace (3 articles) - the Saudis host a Arab meeting to talk about ways to counter Iranian outreach.

(TOPIC I.9) Protests against Israel (2 articles) - two issues - (1) the Iraqi reporter who threw his shoes at President Bush gets 3 years, and (2) a Wall Street Journal editorial criticizing Sweden for ostracizing the Israeli tennis program during the Davis Cup matches held there.

(TOPIC I.8) Egypt (1 article) - a brief interview with Jehan Sadat, the widow of Anwar Sadat, about various issues including her relation with Anwar Sadat, her impression of Hillary Clinton and the status of women and Gays in Islam.

(TOPIC I.7) Iran (11 articles) - 4 issues - (1) US experts disagree with Israel and say Iran does not have enough material to make a nuclear weapon, (2) description of the growing reformist contingent participating in the upcoming elections, (3) Clinton's outreach effort to Iran, and (4) economic deals between Iran and Russia and China which offset US sanctions over their nuclear program. 

(TOPIC I.4) Hamas (5 articles) - 2 issues - (1) British lawmaker, George Galloway meets secretly with Hamas, and (2) Olmert makes a last ditch effort to free captured Israeli soldier as his term in office draws to a close.

(TOPIC I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (2 articles) - 2 issues - (1) description of the plight of Nahr al-Bared Palestinian Refugee Camp in Lebanon which is trying to rebuild after 2007 fighting between the Lebanese army and militants hiding in the camp which is now being largely ignored because of the focus on Gaza reconstruction and peace efforts, and (2) the relative peace on the Lebanese-Israeli border since the 2006 war which is attributed to Hezbollah gaining a greater role in the Lebanese government.

(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (4 articles) - describes efforts of Israel and US to reach out to Syria, and the development of the bombed Syrian nuclear site.

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (4 articles) - 3 issues - (1) UN asks for Arab help in dealing with Iranian nuclear issue, (2) US rebukes UN for harsh criticism of of US and Israel, and (3) Interpol reviews Iranian request for locating Israelis it wishes to prosecute for war crimes in Gaza. 

(TOPIC II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (6 articles) - 3 issues - (1) Freedom House lists the Palestinian occupied territories amongst the most politically oppressed regions in the world  because of Israeli policies and practices there, (2) description of Israeli exploitation of Palestinian quarries in violation of international law, and (3) description of the severe wounding by Israel of an American protester against the wall in the occupied territories.

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (12 articles) - 6 issues relating to conditions in Gaza - (1) final toll announced by HR group - 960 civilians killed in Israeli offensive, (2) Hamas popularity increases since Israeli attacks, (3) 9 countries are finalizing plans to halt weapons smuggling into Gaza, (4) touching story of Palestinian wedding taking place amongst rubble in Gaza, and (5) stressed Gazan aid workers turn to meditation for stress management and how they integrate the efforts with Islam, and (6) famous US anti-racism author, Alice Walker visits Gaza and decries the devastation she sees there. 

(TOPIC II.3) settlement building & protests (1 article) - a Wall STreet Journal article about the growing disagreement between Israel and the Bush administration over the demolition of 88 Palestinian homes near Jerusalem.

(TOPIC II.2) Separation barrier in WB (1 article) - this article describes the severe negative impact on peaceful Palestinians of the wall being built throughout Palestinian lands and around Israeli settlements in the West Bank.

(TOPIC III.3) Palestinian Culture & Society (2 articles) - academic exchange and degree program begins between US and WB universities.

(TOPIC III.2) International Aid to Palestine (2 articles) - US complains of arbitrary blockade rules concerning letting humanitarian aid into Gaza which increase logistical problems and costs.

(TOPIC III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (6 articles) - 3 issues - (1) description of struggle over reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah, (2) Hamas criticizes rocket fire from Gaza by other groups, and (3) Hamas and Fatah do agree to hold elections in January. 

(TOPIC IV.) ISRAEL (2 articles) - Israeli hiker in WB who is rescued by Israeli helicopter then falls to his death from the helicopter.

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (6 articles) - 4 issues - (1) former Israeli President faces trial for sex crimes which he says he is innocent of, (2) Netanyahu and Livni try again to join in coalition to create a more moderate Israeli government, and (3) further descriptions of Lieberman's rise in Israeli politics and now joining Netanyahu in government coalition and getting the Foreign Ministry post.

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (6 articles) - 2 issues - (1) as Sderot opens a fortified indoor playground for kids it becomes a symbol to all of Israel of struggle with Palestinians, and (2) many Israelis join captured soldier's family in protest outside Olmert's home. 

(TOPIC V.4) USA Aid/Israel Lobby/USA business w/Israel (2 articles) - Sears acquires an Israeli high-tech company to expand its presence on the Internet.

(TOPIC V.3) USA Academic Freedom (1 articles) - Saudi school in Virginia updates textbooks to remove teachings of hate, but some still not satisfied.

(TOPIC V.1) USA Foreign Policy (32 articles) - 3 issues - (1) controversy over Freeman's appointment to head NIC and subsequent withdrawal re-opens debate about the inappropriate influence of the Israeli lobby, (2) one op-ed speculates that Obama is focusing too much on other issues and should just focus on economy, (3) Obama's outreach to former enemies stimulates anxiety in some current allies, and (4) controversy still rages around prosecution of former AIPAC employees for spying especially after judge rules they can utilize classified materials in their defense.

(TOPIC VI.) MEDIA ISSUES (1 article) - Associated Press adds two new editors to its newly created Middle East regional desk located in Cairo to enhance its coverage of the volatile region.

2.  Special Focus Reporters:
ASSOCIATED PRESS reporters - all staff can be contacted through the email address - info@ap.com
Hadeel Al-Shalchi, Matthew Barakat, Ibrahim Barzak, Ali Akbar Dareini, Ian Deitch, Frances D'emilio, Josef Federman, Steven Gutkin, Diaa Hadid, Aron Heller, Pamela Hess, Ben Hubbard, Gregory Katz, Karin Laub, Edith M. Lederer, Salah Nasrawi, Victor L. Simpson, Amy Teibel


REUTERS reporters - all staff can be reached through the Comment Input Form found on their website at this location - http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

Nidal al-Mughrabi, Asma al-Sharif, Crispian Balmer, Adrian Croft, Adam Entous, Robert Evans, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Douglas Hamilton, Ivan Karakashian, Souhail Karam, Ori Lewis, Randall Mikkelsen, Claudia Parsons, Philip Pullella, Alaa Shahine, Dan Williams

NEWS WIRE SERVICE ARTICLES
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Hamas, in rare move, condemns Gaza rocket fire

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031201230.html
By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 12, 2009; 9:51 AM

QUOTE: "Mir Hossein Mousavi, who announced his intention to run in a statement given to The Associated Press, is well remembered by many Iranians for managing the country during the 1980-88 war with Iraq. His revolutionary credentials also could help him siphon votes away from Ahmadinejad's base. Iran's reformers, who favor improving ties with the West and loosening restrictions at home, see a strong opportunity to unseat Ahmadinejad. The president has lost popularity even among some conservatives because of his handling of the faltering economy, and some Iranians believe his tough anti-U.S. and anti-Israel rhetoric has worsened Iran's isolation in the world.... The Islamic militant group Hamas made a rare criticism Thursday of Palestinian rocket fire on Israel, saying now is the wrong time as truce talks continue. Hamas, which rules Gaza, appears to be concerned about disrupting talks for a long-term cease-fire with Israel or reconciliation talks with its West Bank-based moderate rival, Fatah. Hamas has fired thousands of rockets into southern Israel over the past few years _ which led to Israel's recent three-week offensive in Gaza. But the militant group said Thursday it has not been involved in recent rocket attacks, including two fired Wednesday. "Regarding the report about rockets fired from Gaza, we emphasize that these rockets have no link to any of the Palestinian resistance groups and are being fired at the wrong time," the Hamas-controlled Interior Ministry said. "We emphasize also that the security agencies are following who are behind such acts." .... Egypt has been trying to mediate a cease-fire since Israel ended its Gaza offensive. The cease-fire deal is expected to include the easing of an Israeli economic blockade of Gaza, as well as a prisoner swap. "

SOME COMMENTS: does not mention the intentional inhumanity of the blockade by Israel to motivate the people of Gaza to drive out Hamas - labeled collective punishment by international community.  This is important background info indicating where Hamas's bargaining position comes from and how the blockade and offensive have not worked at either driving out Hamas or stopping the rockets.

Another reformer enters Iran's presidential race

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031001049.html
By ALI AKBAR DAREINI, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; 2:21 PM

QUOTE: "Khatami, a liberal cleric who was president in 1997-2005, is the best known internationally among Iran's reformist politicians and is also popular at home, particularly among the young. But he is strongly disliked by hard-liners, who accuse him of aiming to change the nature of Iran's Islamic state. He denies that charge _ but if he is the sole reform candidate, it could energize hard-liners to rally behind Ahmadinejad. Little known abroad, Mousavi has appeal on both sides of Iran's political fence, since he is respected for his leadership during the Iran-Iraq war. He is viewed by many hard-liners as someone who has reformist tendencies but wants to work within the framework of Iran's clerical rule. "

SOME COMMENTS: a brief study of the different reform candidates opposing hard-line President Ahmadinejad's reelection bid. No indepth analysis of any of the issues mentioned.

Israel bans Palestinian activist from travel

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Activist_Banned.html
Israel bans Palestinian human rights activist from travel to Netherlands to receive prize

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-activist-banned,0,4189075.story
Israel bans Palestinian activist from travel

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_activist_banned.html
Israel bans Palestinian activist from travel
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031002159.html
By IAN DEITCH, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009

QUOTE:  ".... [Israeli government] spokeswoman Ayelet Filo says the court ruled there was "real evidence that he is involved with terror organizations, and therefore he will not be allowed to leave for security concerns."Jabarin denied the charges. "I have been an activist in Al-Haq since 1987, and I am not an activist for the Popular Front," Jabarin told the Israeli Haaretz daily newspaper last week. Geuzen Resistance Foundation spokeswoman Edith Kwakernaak said Tuesday the organization was "shocked and disappointed." "Freedom of movement is a human right, too," she said. "It's a shame that he can be held prisoner in this way.""

SOME COMMENTS: is this illegal?  Restricting his right to movement but not trying him on charges.  Oh right - Israel has 'legalized' administrative detention, which is illegal as per international law.

Israeli envoys make final push to free soldier

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/15/AR2009031500128.html
By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press

Sunday, March 15, 2009; 11:42 PM

QUOTE:  "Both sides have strong incentives for reaching an agreement quickly. Olmert, widely seen as a failure as prime minister, is eager for a last-minute victory that could burnish his legacy. Hamas, meanwhile, wants Israel to lift a crippling economic blockade of Gaza as part of a larger cease-fire following a fierce Israeli military offensive earlier this year. Israel has said it will not open the borders _ a necessity for the reconstruction of Gaza _ until the soldier comes home. Hamas is also likely concerned about the prospect of Netanyahu taking office. Netanyahu is expected to take a much tougher approach toward Hamas...."Our demands are well known and have been submitted to the Egyptians. If they agree to our demands and release our prisoners, Schalit will be free," said Abu Obeida, a spokesman for the Hamas military wing, one of three armed groups that captured the soldier. Local media reports said the last stumbling block was an Israeli demand that some of the prisoners slated for release be deported as a security move meant to prevent future attacks. Palestinian officials said early Monday that the number to be deported was the last open issue. "

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the simultaneous negotiations for (1) release of captured Israeli soldier in exchange for lifting the blockade and release of hundreds of Palestinian POWs, and (2) over creating a unity government between Hamas and Fatah, and what issues are holding them both up.  No mention of administrative detention, under which many Palestinians are imprisoned by Israel without trial or charges.  Terms of both negotiations were discussed by little background to the terms were given, for example that the blockade was intentional by Israel to drive out Hamas and that it has been labeled collective punishment by the international community.
Israelis flock to support family of captured soldier in last-minute appeal to government

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-captured-soldier,0,2461022.story
Israelis support captured soldier's family (3/12/09)

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_captured_soldier.html
Israelis support captured soldier's family

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031300181.html
By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press 

Friday, March 13, 2009; 2:34 AM

QUOTE:  "negotiations for Schalit's release have been hobbled by Hamas' demand that Israel free hundreds of Palestinian prisoners in exchange, including convicts serving time for deadly attacks on Israelis.... Israel has a long history of making lopsided deals to bring captured or fallen servicemen home. Last year, it swapped a notorious Lebanese guerrilla for the remains of two soldiers killed by Hezbollah militants, under heavy pressure from the servicemen's families.... With Prime Minister-designate Benjamin Netanyahu set to take office as soon as next week, the Schalit family is applying heavy pressure on Olmert to work out a last-minute deal. Netanyahu takes a tough line against Hamas and the family fears that efforts to free Schalit will have to start all over."

SOME COMMENTS:  tells only Israeli side of the issue - does not mention the large numbers of Palestinians in prison with charges or trial (administrative detention) that could be released in exchange for this soldier.

Israel’s likely top envoy a nationalist

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/printedition/2009/03/13/mideast0313.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By Steven Gutkin, Associated Press

Friday, March 13, 2009

QUOTE: "Lieberman, 50, an immigrant from the former Soviet Union, has said Palestinian prisoners should be drowned in the Dead Sea and that Israeli-Arab lawmakers who meet with Palestinian militants should be executed.  He supports Palestinian independence, but with a catch. He wants to transfer heavily populated Arab areas within Israel to Palestinian sovereignty, a move that could strip hundreds of thousands of Arabs of their Israeli citizenship, regardless of their own feelings on the matter.... But two U.S. officials said potential problems relating to Lieberman’s appointment have been discussed at high levels in the Obama administration. “There is concern Arab nations won’t want to deal with him,” one of the officials said.  An EU official said European leaders have taken note “of the terrible statements he has made about Arab Israelis.”  Syrian analyst Imad Fawzi Showaibi, whose statements often reflect his country’s official thinking, said he believes Lieberman would not be able to torpedo any serious international push for Arab-Israeli peace.  “I think that there are only two choices for Lieberman,” Showaibi said. “Either he would be tamed and enter the peace process as an active element or he will be kicked out of the [Israeli] political equation.”  Arab-Israeli lawmaker Ahmed Tibi, who has frequently clashed with Lieberman in parliament, is among those who have compared Lieberman to France’s Jean-Marie Le Pen and the late Austrian ultranationalist Jorg Haider because of his alleged scapegoating of a powerless minority.  “It’s a challenge in front of the Arab world and the entire world,” Tibi said. “Who will be the Arab official to shake hands with Lieberman?”"

SOME COMMENTS:  no description of the legalized discrimination that now exists in Israel, or the atmosphere of racism which already exists there - that Lieberman's attitudes are not just a reaction to Hamas rockets but reflect the ongoing reality of life in Israel that comes with a "Jewish State".

Nationalist rising fast in Israeli politics

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Liebermans_Rise.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Nationalist rising fast in Israeli politics

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_liebermans_rise.html
Nationalist rising fast in Israeli politics

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031201772.html
By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press

Thursday, March 12, 2009

QUOTE:  [previous quote for Gutkin's other article is also found in this article].... Lieberman's two most visible campaign slogans during the latest election were "Without loyalty there is no citizenship" and "Only Lieberman understands Arabic." Both were widely seen as not-so-veiled attacks on Israel's Arab citizens, who make up some 20 percent of Israel's population of 7 million. In a recent article in the New York-based Jewish Week newspaper, Lieberman denied allegations of racism. "I stand at the head of the most diverse political party in the Knesset," he wrote, pointing out that Yisrael Beitenu's parliamentary list includes women, people with disabilities, a Druse Arab, a convert to Judaism and a religious Zionist. "I find it a bit rich to be called a bigot."  Ayalon, the former ambassador, predicted his man will have no problem as foreign minister. "Once he meets with world leaders, once he meets with media from all over the world, people will see him and engage with him and they will understand what quality he has," Ayalon said.   That is not a view shared by many American Jews, some of whose leaders have come out strongly against Lieberman's ideas. Writing in the Jewish daily Forward, Rabbi Eric Yoffie, leader of Reform Jews in the U.S., called Lieberman's latest campaign "outrageous, abominable, hate-filled" and "brimming with incitement."

SOME COMMENTS:  no description of the legalized discrimination that now exists in Israel, or the atmosphere of racism which already exists there - that Lieberman's attitudes are not just a reaction to Hamas rockets but reflect the ongoing reality of life in Israel that comes with a "Jewish State" despite the commitment to equality found in the Israeli declaration of independence just as inequality came with the slogan "separate but equal" despite it's claim of equality.

Pope to visit Muslim, Jewish sites in Mideast trip

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Pope_Mideast.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Pope Benedict XVI to visit Dome of Rock, Western Wall during his 1st papal trip to Mideast

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-pope-mideast,0,863924.story
Pope to visit Muslim, Jewish sites in Mideast trip

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_pope_mideast.html
Pope to visit Muslim, Jewish sites in Mideast trip

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031000920.html
By DIAA HADID, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; 12:55 PM

QUOTE:  "Franco said the Vatican has asked Israeli authorities to ease movement restrictions on Palestinian Christians from the blockaded Gaza Strip to allow them to attend parts of the pope's visit....The papal envoy said Benedict's tour will be a religious pilgrimage, not a political mission. Still, the visit could help mend strained relations between Israel and the Roman Catholic Church. Ties were rattled recently when Benedict tried to reinstate an excommunicated bishop who denied the Holocaust. Benedict condemned the bishop's remarks, spoke out against anti-Semitism and called off the reinstatement until the bishop satisfies his demands. The controversy came shortly after a senior Vatican Cardinal, Renato Martino, described the Gaza Strip as a "big concentration camp" during Israel's fierce military assault on the blockaded territory in January. The offensive was meant to halt rocket fire into Israel. ... Vatican-Muslim ties were strained by a 2006 speech in which Benedict linked Islam to violence. Amid angry reactions from the Muslim world, he expressed regret for any offense caused by his remarks. Franco said they asked Israeli authorities allow two busloads of Palestinian Christians from Gaza to attend the pope's Mass in Bethlehem."

SOME COMMENTS:  in reference to the Gaza offensive only mentions the rockets and not the Palestinian concerns, such as the inhumane blockade instituted on purpose to drive out Hamas. Mentions referring to Gaza as a "big concentration camp" but then only having to retract it - not whether it was accurate or not.  Mentions how the Vatican has asked Israel to ease movement restrictions to allow Palestinian Christians to attend events with the Pope but does not mention how these are considered inhumane as well.  No mention of any crimes by Israel at all - how has the Vatican reacted to these crimes?
Israeli kids get rocket-proofed indoor playground

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Rocketproof_Playground.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Battered Israeli town opens hardened indoor recreation center to give kids safe place to play

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-rocketproof-playground,0,2073540.story
Israeli kids get rocket-proofed indoor playground

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_rocketproof_playground.html
Israeli kids get rocket-proofed indoor playground

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031002575.html
By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press

Tuesday, March 10, 2009

QUOTE: "The fortified indoor playground got a warm welcome Tuesday when it opened in this southern Israeli town that has been battered by missiles fired from the adjacent Gaza Strip by Palestinian militants.... Eight Sderot residents have been killed, hundreds wounded and nearly everyone in the working-class town of 24,000 has been traumatized by the frequent wail of sirens and explosions of the thousands of rockets that have hit over the past eight years.... Dozens of rockets have come down just since Israel's January offensive in Gaza ended. On Tuesday, Israeli aircraft hit a militant rocket squad in northern Gaza, wounding three, just after they fired rockets at Israel.... Now parents in this battered town have a secure place to take their children. The $5 million center, funded by the Jewish National Fund-U.S., is surrounded by anti-shockwave walls, painted in blue, yellow, green and red. Nearly 2,000 square meters (21,000 square feet) in size, it has room for 500 people. It is divided into two areas _ one for infants and toddlers and the other for children in elementary and high school. It will also be used by seniors during morning hours and can be converted into a disco at night."

SOME COMMENTS:  no comments either way on how the rockets are a violation of international law, or why they are being shot at Israel in the first place (current or past issues are omitted).

American and Palestinian colleges form partnership

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_University_Cooperation.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
US, college to offer degrees to West Bank Palestinians enrolled in joint program

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-university-cooperation,0,6782921.story
American and Palestinian colleges form partnership

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_university_cooperation.html
American and Palestinian colleges form partnership

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031201555.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 12, 2009

QUOTE: "The project, kicking off this year between Bard College in Annandale-on-Hudson, New York, and the West Bank's al-Quds University, seeks to improve relations between Americans and Palestinians while boosting education in the Palestinian territories, said Bard College president Leon Botstein.... "If there is going to be peace in this region of the world, it requires instruments of peace that are not guns and are not the destruction of people and not war," he said. "If education and culture are not those instruments, what are they?" The liberal arts college is set to open on the al-Quds campus east of Jerusalem in the town of Abu Dis in September 2009 with a first class of 100 students and a faculty of Palestinian and international lecturers.... The degree from Bard will be a huge benefit for Palestinian students because Israel does not currently recognize degrees from al-Quds, said al-Quds executive vice president Hasan Dweik.... All programs will focus on critical thinking, not on memorizing and reproducing information, the emphasis of current Palestinian education, Dweik said. "By applying this type of education, we can change the education system in Palestine," he said. Botstein, who also serves as music director of the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra and the American Symphony Orchestra, said more American colleges should form similar partnerships. "If we don't reach out and help other nations build universities of equal quality, how can we expect the base of mutual understanding that will allow for the freedom and democracy we always talk about?" he said."

SOME COMMENTS:  no description of the inhumane occupation which the prospective students or the area of the proposed college exist in, only that Israel does not recognize Palestinian college degrees, but no background why.

Banned from traveling, Palestinian activist to receive rights prize by teleconference

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-activist-banned,0,2176966.story
Palestinian activist to get prize by video

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_activist_banned.html
Palestinian activist to get prize by video

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031101500.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; 2:29 PM

QUOTE: "Shawan Jabarin, director of the al-Haq organization, had hoped to travel to the Netherlands to accept the "Geuzenpenning Prize" on behalf of his organization, but the Israeli Supreme Court this week upheld a travel ban on him, citing security concerns. Jabarin said the charges were politically motivated, targeting him for his work documenting Israeli human rights violations in the West Bank. He said the ruling was based on secret evidence presented to the judge while everyone else _ including Jabarin and his lawyer _ had to wait outside."

SOME COMMENTS:  article gives both sides but no background info on what Jabarin or his organization has been protesting against.

Rights group demands freeze on West Bank quarries

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030900489.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press

Monday, March 9, 2009; 2:06 PM

QUOTE: "Three-quarters of the rock and gravel quarried in the West Bank are transferred out of Palestinian territory and used by Israelis, a human rights group said Monday, charging Israel's government with violating international law. The Yesh Din group said the mining exploits a vital nonrenewable resource that could serve a future Palestinian state, and asked Israel's Supreme Court to stop it. The mining activities are "illegal and executed though brutal economic exploitation of occupied territory for the economic needs of the State of Israel, the occupying power," according to the court appeal.... Citing a military document, the Israeli human rights group said 9 million of the 12 million tons of gravel removed from West Bank quarries every year are sold in Israel. The appeal demands that Israel stop granting West Bank concessions to Israeli companies and not renew existing licenses.... International law dictates that an occupying power must manage resources in occupied territory without damaging them, he said. But he said mining operations are "an irreparable situation since most of the fruits of the land are being taken and will never be able to be returned." Historically, Israel has claimed that international law over occupation does not apply in the West Bank, because its legal status has never been determined. In recent years, however, Israeli doves and even some hawkish leaders have come around to supporting an Israeli withdrawal from most of the West Bank, and many favor creation of a Palestinian state there. Military spokesman Miki Galin said the approval procedures for quarries are in line with "the relevant directives of international law" and Israel's interim accords with the Palestinians. "At this time, the Civil Administration is carrying out staff work to evaluate the up-to-date policy regarding the operation of the quarries," he said.... Israel allows daily convoys of aid into Gaza and denies that there are shortages of food, fuel or medicine there."

SOME COMMENTS:  this article covers more than the quarries where it also discusses polling results showing Hamas climbing in favor since the Israeli offensive and the struggle to get aid into Gaza through the blockade.  Includes a fairly good discussion of international law but does not mention that international expert opinion is against the Israeli position, and has also disagreed with Israeli claims that their blockade is humane - puts Israeli claims on equal basis with Palestinian claims but does not mention that the international community significantly sides with the Palestinian side on the humanity of the blockade and the stance of international law in reference to the use of natural resources in occupied territories.

American wounded by Israeli troops has surgery

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_American_Wounded.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
American undergoes extensive surgery after hit by tear gas canister fired by Israeli troops

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-american-wounded,0,4895036.story
American wounded by Israeli troops has surgery

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_american_wounded.html
American wounded by Israeli troops has surgery

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/14/AR2009031400302.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press 

Saturday, March 14, 2009

QUOTE: "Tristan Anderson, 38, of Oakland, Calif., was wounded Friday in the West Bank village of Naalin, during a protest against Israel's separation barrier. In the past year, four Palestinians have been killed and scores injured by Israeli troops putting down weekly stone-throwing protests against the barrier, which cuts off Naalin from 300 acres of olive groves. On Friday, several hundred protesters marched from the village toward the barrier. The Israeli military said there was heavy stone-throwing and troops fired tear gas. Demonstrators said the stone-throwing was sporadic. Anderson did not throw any stones, said Jonathan Pollack, an Israeli activist who was in Naalin. Most of the demonstrators, including Anderson, had returned to the village when the American was hit in the forehead and fell to the ground, said a friend, Gabrielle Silverman, who was several feet away from him. The fist-sized canister fractured his skull, she said.... Pollack said the ambulance carrying Anderson had to wait 15 minutes at an Israeli checkpoint, until an Israeli ambulance arrived to take him to Tel Hashomer Hospital near Tel Aviv because Palestinian vehicles are not permitted to enter Israel.... His injury revived complaints by human rights activists that Israeli troops often use excessive force in dispersing West Bank protests. The Israeli military says stone-throwing poses a threat to troops, and several officers have been injured by rocks. Troops used the permitted means of riot dispersal in Friday's incident, the military said. This includes tear gas, rubber-coated steel pellets and stun grenades. Ahed Khawaja, a Palestinian coordinator of the Naalin protests, said about 450 people have been injured, 12 of them seriously, since the demonstrations began in April. The barrier near Naalin is about 80 percent complete, he said. Israel says the barrier is a defense against Palestinian attackers infiltrating into Israel. But Palestinians view it as a thinly veiled land grab because it juts into the West Bank at multiple points."

SOME COMMENTS: opposition to the wall is based within the context of all the illegal features of the occupation which in total show that Israel is more interested in grabbing land than in just defending itself, but this article only presents the Palestinian reasons for their protests in a very superficial way so that it is hard to understand, vs. the Israeli POV.  Just a few statistics would go a long way to making the Palestinian POV more understandable such as the significant percentage of the WB that is grabbed by the wall (15%) and the overall percentage of the WB that is grabbed by all the different things that Israel is doing (more than 60%).

Stressed Gazans turn to meditation after war

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Postcard_Breathing_Deeply.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Postcard from Gaza: Stressed counselors turn to meditation, deep breathing after war

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-postcard-breathing-deeply,0,4314320.story
Stressed Gazans turn o meditation after war (3/11/09)

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_gaza_postcard_breathing_deeply.html
Stressed Gazans turn to meditation after war

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031200074.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Thursday, March 12, 2009

QUOTE: "The recent scene in a hotel ballroom broke several cultural taboos, such as not letting loose in public, particularly in mixed company. But the dozens of counselors and social workers, stressed and overworked since the recent Gaza war, eagerly cast convention aside to learn about relaxation techniques. "We are teaching very simple tools of self-care," said Dr. James S. Gordon, a psychiatrist who runs The Center for Mind-Body Medicine in Washington, D.C., and offers a parallel trauma program in Israel. Since 2005, he's taught 90 Gaza health professionals who have reached thousands of patients with meditation, guided imagery, biofeedback and support groups in which participants express their feelings in words, drawings and dance. "My house became like an asylum after the war," said Naima Rawagh, who works with abused women and said she was flooded with requests for help after the Israeli offensive. She and other counselors are finding ways to connect with the conservative Muslim society. Ibrahim Younis said he uses passages from the Quran, the Muslim holy book, to illustrate key points such as the need for exercise and proper eating. Rawagh said she switches to tapes of chirping birds if patients complain that moving to music is "haram," or forbidden by Islam. But mostly, Gazans appear open to what may seem like strange ideas. Many are eager to gain a sense of control after 21 months of border closures after the militant Hamas group seized Gaza and after Israel's three-week offensive that ended in January. "We are here now because the demand has increased exponentially ever since the blockade on Gaza," said Gordon, who has run similar workshops in postwar Kosovo and for homeless teens in the United States. Some 140 counselors and health workers participated in this week's sessions in Gaza City. In a second round, several months from now, they'll learn yoga and other techniques.... Fatima Suboh, a 48-year-old university teacher, beamed afterward. "I feel high energy, I feel that my blood is working," she said, acknowledging she felt a little self-conscious at first. Social worker Ghada Assad, 33, said she'll take home what she is learning and use it with her children and clients "so we can laugh and we can have some relaxation for our muscles and some energy for our bodies." Throughout the workshop, participants shared war stories. Participants in one group, led by a woman in her 20s with a beaming smile, sat in a circle on the carpet. They started by "checking in," or telling the group how they felt _ breaking another cultural taboo against being too forthcoming with strangers. Younis and Rawagh say it's an effective way of easing trauma in a short time. After the war, Younis paid visits to victims' homes and started arranging support groups by category, such as new widows. "The demand is huge," said Gordon...."

SOME COMMENTS: the article hints at how traumatizing the Israeli offensive and blockade was but does not get into any technical or statistical description to back it up or international condemnation that confirms it.  It makes one mistake referring to starting the program in Israel when it was really only in Gaza and thus inferring that Gaza is a part of Israel to the American audience.
`Color Purple' author tours Gaza

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Other_Entertainment/ML_Palestinians_Alice_Walker.html
Author Alice Walker hopes she and others can help Obama see Gaza's suffering

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-alice-walker,0,816870.story
'Color Purple' author tours Gaza

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_alice_walker.html
`Color Purple' author tours Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031100643.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009

QUOTE: "Several neighborhoods along Gaza's border with Israel were leveled by Israeli forces during the three-week offensive, which ended Jan. 18. Israel says Hamas is to blame for the destruction because its fighters used civilians as shields and operated from crowded areas. About 15,000 houses were destroyed or damaged, displacing thousands of Gazans. Walker, 65, said in an interview Tuesday that she saw widespread devastation.  "Lots and lots and lots of houses of just ordinary people have been completely and utterly destroyed, and people are living in the rubble," she said, speaking in the garden cafe of her Gaza City hotel. "Some of them are struggling in tents, and some are just sitting in what remains of their homes." .... Walker said her decision to visit Gaza, along with members of the U.S. anti-war group Code Pink, was spurred by the recent death of an older sister. She said she felt a connection to Gazans who lost loved ones in the war. "I wanted very much to be with them and to bear witness to what is happening to them, this horrible, catastrophic, terrible thing," she said. Israel says it launched the Gaza offensive to halt rocket fire from Gaza at Israeli border towns. Some 1,300 Gazans were killed in the war, according to Gaza human rights groups and medics. Thirteen Israelis also were killed. Walker said she believes Americans have mostly been exposed to the Israeli narrative since the establishment of the Jewish state in 1948 and know little about the plight of the Palestinians. Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians fled or were expelled their homes at the time. "We were indoctrinated to the song in that film Exodus, you know, `This land belongs to us, this land is our land,' meaning the Israelis, the Jews, and for so long, we were told that nobody lived here, that it was a land without people, for a people without land," she said.... Walker did not respond directly when asked whether Hamas _ classified as a terrorist group by the U.S. and Israel _ should be held responsible for Gaza's hardships. "I think all of us have an opportunity here to just say what we believe, which is we think killing is wrong, we think stealing land is wrong, we think abusing people is wrong," she said. Gaza's borders have largely been sealed by Israel and Egypt since June 2007, when Hamas seized control of the territory by force, ousting troops loyal to moderate Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas."

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes Walker's viewpoint which includes the expulsion of Palestinians in 1948 and that the US media gives a biased view of the conflict and how terrible the Israeli offensive was against the Palestinians but does not give the Hamas view besides just mentioning the blockade - gives Israel's POV about defense against the rockets but does not mention its inhumanity and other points which motivates Hamas actions. We should mention that you cannot examine and even support the positions of a rebellion without approving of every tactic, and while expressing disapproval of specific tactics.

Wedding in rubble: One Gaza couple looks forward

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_A_Gaza_Wedding.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
A wedding in the rubble: One young Gaza couple is looking to the future

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-a-gaza-wedding,0,5758471.story
Wedding in rubble: One Gaza couple looks forward

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_a_gaza_wedding.html
Wedding in rubble: One Gaza couple looks forward

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031001530.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Tuesday, March 10, 2009

QUOTE: "The newlyweds, still in their wedding finery, stepped over broken glass and rubble into their honeymoon suite _ a room in the groom's family home, badly damaged by tank shells during Israel's war on Gaza's Hamas rulers.... The wedding was to take place Jan. 15. But Israel's military offensive was going full force, and the town near Israel's border, a frequent launching ground for militants' rockets, was hit hard. Tank shells smashed through the front walls of the Attars' two-story home, devastating the room Attar had prepared for himself and his bride.... The war destroyed or damaged some 15,000 houses. Many displaced people moved in with relatives or rented apartments. Many homeowners have collected emergency aid from the Hamas government or the United Nations, but the Attars say they haven't received aid.... On Monday afternoon, Attar's family assembled in the tent camp. The men sat on rows of plastic chairs, and the women gathered in the largest tent, dancing, clapping and beating drums. Attar arrived, dressed in a dark suit. From there, the group of about 100 men and women walked through town to the bride's house, several hundred yards away. The men marched in front, chanting traditional wedding rhymes. They took turns carrying the groom on their shoulders. The women followed, led by the groom's mother. At the bride's house, blankets hanging from pillars blocked the courtyard from view. There, the bride danced in her white, sleeveless wedding dress, with only women allowed to see her. For decoration, bits of white tissue and balloons were tied to ropes crisscrossing the courtyard. The groom and the other men sat on the other side of the blankets, smoking and listening to the music booming from huge loudspeakers. A vendor sold treats to excited children. Near the end, the groom was allowed to enter the courtyard. He handed the bride her dowry of gold _ a ring, a necklace and several bracelets. A yellow taxi pulled up for the couple. After a short drive, they arrived. The bride clutched her bouquet of fake white flowers and walked across what was once the front yard. Attar slightly lifted the bride's hoop skirt so it wouldn't get dirty as the two stepped over rubble and glass. "Life must continue," Attar said. "I thought to get married and then to think about the future. The future and fate are known only to God, but hope is there.""

SOME COMMENTS: this article humanizes and normalizes Palestinian society and culture.  It would have helped to show how the blockade subjects them to inhumane deprivation against international objections however which is also a part of their lives.

Israel-Lebanon borders stable despite attacks

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_Lebanon_Israel.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israel-Lebanon border area has longest period of stability in decades despite recent attacks

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-lebanon-israel,0,5293922.story
Israel-Lebanon borders stable despite attacks

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_un_un_lebanon_israel.html
Israel-Lebanon borders stable despite attacks

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031003988.html
By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009

QUOTE: "Southern Lebanon and northern Israel have experienced their longest period of stability in many years despite the violations of a 2006 cease-fire during the recent war in Gaza, the U.N.'s special coordinator for Lebanon said Tuesday. The cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah militants "continues to hold" but much remains to be done to fully implement Security Council resolution 1701 that ended their 34-day conflict, including disarming Hezbollah and all other militias, Michael Williams told reporters after a closed-door briefing to the U.N. Security Council. In a report to the council, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon condemned the firing of rockets from southern Lebanon toward Israel during the Gaza conflict as "serious violations" of the cease-fire resolution. The fact that Israel returned fire without prior warning to U.N. peacekeepers in southern Lebanon is also "a cause of serious concern," he said. "On the positive side, the resolution has continued to ensure a cessation of hostilities between the parties and the longest period of stability that south Lebanon has known in decades," he said. "There is a stability on Israel's northern border which it has not known since the 1980s." .... Williams said the national dialogue in Lebanon under President Michel Suleiman "has had enormously beneficial effect on the country in enhancing national stability, but where the question of the disarmament of armed groups is making only slow process." .... "It's difficult to take the weapons out of politics. it needs to be done. it needs to be a Lebanese-led process," Williams said..."

SOME COMMENTS:  this article describes the progress made since the 2006 truce as well as the inclusion of Hezbollah in the national political process, but also part of the  picture is the plight of the Palestinian refugees in Lebanese camps - no mention of them or Israel's total refusal to let them return to their homes.

American protesting in West Bank critically hurt

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/403615_israel14.html
American badly hurt in clash with Israeli military

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031301823.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Friday, March 13, 2009

QUOTE: "The protest took place in the West Bank town of Naalin, where Palestinians and international backers frequently gather to demonstrate against the barrier. Israel says the barrier is necessary to keep Palestinian attackers from infiltrating into Israel. But Palestinians view it as a thinly veiled land grab because it juts into the West Bank at multiple points. The military says the area where the protests take place is a closed military zone off-limits to demonstrations. About 400 protesters turned out in Naalin on Friday, the military said. Some of them hurled rocks at troops, who used riot gear to quell the unrest, it added, without elaborating. Ulrika Jenson, an International Solidarity Movement activist, said troops fired tear gas canisters into the crowd from a hill above."

SOME COMMENTS: this article is clearly biased for many reasons - (1) does not explain why the wall is especially unjust in Naalin, (2) does not explain why firing from hilltop is significant - because it strongly suggests that the cannister was deliberately aimed into the crowd from a clear vantage point where it could have been aimed to the side of the crowd while still being effective as required by international law, and (3) only includes Israeli statements about the killing of Rachel Corrie and not eye witness accounts that contradict those statements.

Livni, Netanyahu said weighing alliance talks

Atlanta Journal-Constitution - BAD LINK

Livni, Netanyahu said weighing alliance talks

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031302670.html

By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Friday, March 13, 2009; 6:22 PM

QUOTE: "The alliance would give the incoming government stronger international support because of Livni's commitment to the establishment of a Palestinian state. The reports emerged as Netanyahu appeared on the verge of forming a narrow government with ultranationalist and religious parties that would take a harder line on concessions to the Palestinians than Livni's Kadima Party. Livni said after her last round of coalition talks with Netanyahu two weeks ago that Kadima would not sit in a coalition that was not committed to negotiations on Palestinian statehood.... Bringing Livni into the coalition would blunt the hawkish edge that a narrow coalition would have and give the incoming government a stable parliamentary majority. Without Kadima, Netanyahu appears able to muster the parliamentary backing of no more than 65 lawmakers in the 120-seat parliament. That means virtually any of his partners would be able to bring down his government in a dispute _ as happened during his first term as prime minister in the 1990s. A centrist government with Livni also would help Netanyahu avoid a clash with President Barack Obama, who has promised to become "aggressively" involved in pursuing Mideast peace."

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the fragility of Israel's political leadership - being evenly split between those for and those opposed to peace negotiations.  But there is no mention of the Palestinian POV or the implications of the different positions for the occupation or Gaza blockade.
Captured Israeli's parents set up protest camp

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030900685.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Monday, March 9, 2009; 7:40 AM

QUOTE: "The parents of an Israeli soldier held captive by Palestinian militants have set up camp outside Prime Ehud Olmert's residence, vowing to stay there until the end of his term to try to pressure his government to bring their son home.... "We demand that this government wrap this up once and for all and bring Gilad home," said Noam Schalit, the serviceman's father, who arrived at the protest tent on Sunday from the family's home in northern Israel. "We aren't telling the government how to do it. We are asking that Gilad be brought home." "We will be here until this government ends its tenure and a new government is formed," said Aviva Schalit, the soldier's mother. Afterward, "we'll go back home and start counting the days again," she said.... Fifty feet (15 meters) away, three fathers who lost children in a 2003 bus bombing urged the government not to give in to Hamas' demands that Israel free Palestinian prisoners involved in deadly attacks in return for Schalit. "I'm in favor of releasing Gilad Schalit. I oppose releasing terrorists," said Ron Kehrmann, whose 17-year-old daughter died in the bombing in the northern city of Haifa."

SOME COMMENTS:  article describes efforts to free captured Israeli soldier and the counter-protests against releasing convicted terrorists in exchange for him, but nothing on the Palestinian POV or that a large percentage of the Palestinian prisoners are imprisoned without charges or trial (administrative detention).

REUTERS

Hamas, Fatah still at odds over Israel attitude

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031301124
By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters

Friday, March 13, 2009; 12:55 PM

QUOTE: "President Mahmoud Abbas's Fatah movement has insisted during Egyptian-hosted talks taking place in Cairo that rival Islamist group Hamas must "abide" by existing peace agreements signed with Israel but Hamas has refused to make such a commitment. Hamas proposed using the word "respect" instead of "abide" but this falls short of satisfying the conditions set by the United States, Israel and Western countries.... Israel, the United States and Western countries have refused to recognize Hamas's control of Gaza. Israel has largely blockaded the territory and says it won't ease the restrictions until a soldier held since 2006 is freed and rocket fire ceases.... Abbas, talking to reporters in the West Bank town of Ramallah, said negotiations "had encountered difficulties." "It requires effort and genuine will in order to reach national reconciliation. We don't want to talk about obstacles. We hope the talks will succeed," Abbas said. Hamas delegate Fawzi Barhoum told Reuters from Cairo: "We have not yet agreed to the agenda of the new government and there are obstacles that need to be removed to reach a balanced formula." Fatah and Hamas formed a short-lived unity government in 2007, with a platform saying it would "respect" the PLO's previous commitments. But it was not enough to bring an end to the international embargo on the coastal territory. Hamas, whose founding charter calls for Israel's destruction, has said it could accept a Palestinian state in lands Israel captured in a 1967 Middle East war, but it has refused to give Israel formal recognition. "An internal agreement does not require the recognition of Israel or dealing with foreign conditions," said Taher el-Nono, a spokesman for Hamas in Gaza. Hamas has insisted on a right to all of Palestine, including what is now Israel, but has said it could commit to a long-term truce lasting 15 to 20 years. "

SOME COMMENTS: this article trivializes the impact of the blockade omitting mention of its severity and consequential condemnation by the international community as a form of collective punishment, plus the fact is was started intentionally by Israel to drive out Hamas.  It also does not mention that Hamas request for all of Palestine/Israel is backed by international law that says all the refugees must be allowed to return to their homes and exercise their full political rights.
Palestinian unity talks face low expectations

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030901730.html
By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters

Monday, March 9, 2009; 2:38 PM

QUOTE: "Five committees were set to tackle issues at the heart of Palestinian reconciliation: formation of a unity government and restructuring the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) to include Hamas, now a political and military powerhouse. Palestinian political analysts said Hamas agreed to the talks to try to overcome its isolation by the West over the group's refusal to recognize Israel, renounce violence and accept existing interim peace deals. Western-backed Abbas, the analysts said, was seeking to minimize inter-factional friction, aware Fatah could be weakened if peace talks with Israel went nowhere under what appears likely to be a new right-wing government led by Benjamin Netanyahu. "We must reach an agreement to form a government of reconciliation that will abide by the obligations of the PLO," Abbas told reporters on Sunday.... Hamas opposes the U.S.-backed peace process, offering instead a long-term truce with Israel that falls short of recognition of the Jewish state. Izaat al-Rishq, who heads the Hamas negotiating team, said agreement on the government had to be accompanied by progress on all other tracks. "We will start discussions tomorrow about if the government would be one of national unity composed of technocrats, and the names of possible prime ministers, but all the other committees have to finish their work as well," Rishq said.... Donors differ over how to deliver the aid while Hamas continues to govern in the Gaza Strip, territory it seized from Fatah in fighting in 2007. Both Abbas's Palestinian Authority and Hamas want to control the funds. "The sooner (a unity) government is formed, the faster the reconstruction will be realized," Abbas said, referring to an administration of non-political technocrats which Fatah hopes can bypass the West's boycott of Hamas. But Hamas official Ayman Taha said: "Gaza reconstruction is important but we are not required in return to cede our principles or recognize Israel, because that will never happen." .... Another sticking point is the inclusion of Hamas and the Islamic Jihad group in the PLO, a marriage of conflicting ideologies -- one that advocates Israel's destruction and the other, backed by Fatah, that calls for co-existence. "The gap is huge between the two sides. It would be extremely difficult to reach an agreement by the end of this month," said one PLO official who will be a negotiator at the Cairo talks."

SOME COMMENTS:  the positions of the two sides is described but only superficially - especially Hamas's refusal to recognize Israel can be supported with international law in that the government of that region should be the result of elections which include all the people who have a right to live there - including the indigenous people who happen to be the majority, and who are currently excluded from the area, and thus from voting, by the Israeli government.

U.S. queries Israel's toilet-paper rules for Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031102336.html
By Adam Entous, Reuters

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; 2:23 PM

QUOTE: "The United States is protesting to Israel over seemingly random restrictions on deliveries to the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip of harmless goods such as soap and toilet paper, diplomats said Wednesday. Diplomats fear day-to-day crisis management on Gaza was diverting the United States and other Western governments from bigger issues like the goal of restarting peace negotiations for a Palestinian state. In one case, Israel blocked for weeks a World Food Program (WFP) shipment of chickpeas, used to make the Palestinian food staple hummus, the U.N. food agency said. "We're certainly asking the Israelis questions about this," a U.S. official said of the restrictions on what is allowed into Gaza. A Western official said: "The Americans and international NGOs (non-governmental organizations) are raising their concerns... We're protesting." Israel says it has opened Gaza's border crossings to larger amounts of food and medicine since a January military offensive that killed about 1,300 Palestinians, destroyed 5,000 homes and left large swathes of the coastal enclave in ruins. But U.S. and Western officials complain the limited list of humanitarian goods that Israel allows into Gaza changes almost daily, creating major logistical problems for aid groups and donor governments which are unable to plan ahead. Protests have been made to Israel via diplomatic channels, and have increased since last week's visit by U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, U.S. and Western officials said. "It is totally surreal," one European diplomat said of Israeli decision-making. "One day we had 600 kg (1,300 pounds) of pasta at the Kerem Shalom crossing but they said, 'Today, pasta can't go in'." Another Western diplomat said: "It's ever-changing. One week jam is okay and the next week it's not." In addition to soap and toilet paper, the officials cited restrictions that come and go on imports of certain types of cheeses, toothbrushes and toothpaste. Israeli defense official Peter Lerner said in response: "I'm not aware of any problems with toilet paper, toothpaste, dairy products ... and other food stuffs. Basic necessities are being met and are going in on a daily basis." Diplomats said the current political transition in Israel was part of the problem, with many decisions on access to Gaza and demolitions in Arab East Jerusalem of Palestinian homes being taken by relatively low level bureaucrats that are slow to change and hard to influence. "

SOME COMMENTS:  article describes international protests, including Obama and Clinton, against Israeli blockade, but fails to convey the fact that this has been from the beginning, and that it has been done intentionally by Israel to get rid of Hamas, which the international community has condemned as a form of collective punishment.

Israel's Netanyahu and Livni make new contact

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031302608.html
By Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Reuters 

Friday, March 13, 2009; 5:48 PM

QUOTE: "Yoel Hasson, a senior Kadima lawmaker, said the party "would be happy to renew unity talks" with Netanyahu, but on condition any joint government set Livni's goals as policy, which she has said included pursuing a two-state solution with Palestinians. Netanyahu, who served as prime minister from 1996 to 19991, was seen as interested in an alliance with Livni to avoid colliding with Washington's diplomatic goals. Netanyahu wants contacts with the Palestinians to focus on economic and security issues rather than territory, a concept Palestinian leaders reject. Hasson of Kadima told Reuters there were growing concerns in both parties the ultra-nationalist coalition Netanyahu is building "would be one that nobody wants, it won't be stable." "This would be a government that without a doubt could not follow the current global diplomatic agenda," of seeking a two-state peaceful solution between Israel and the Palestinians, Hasson said. "They (rightist lawmakers) wouldn't let Netanyahu advance with the American government or the Palestinians." "

SOME COMMENTS:  This article describes Netanyahu's struggle to put together a coalition that will survive.  It would be easier to assemble far-right coalition but there is a good chance it would not survive, and also that it would conflict with world priorities for peace. More difficult is to form a coalition with the moderate Kadima party but he is having a hard time compromising his ideas to make that succeed.  This paralysis has tremendous implications for the entire region.

STAFF REPORTERS

American Injured in Clash at Israeli Barrier

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/14/world/middleeast/14westbank.html
By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: March 13, 2009

QUOTE: none
SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the two opposing positions for and against the wall, and accusing the IDF of excessive force against the injured American vs. the defense of the Israeli army actions against the demonstrators. But the information provided is superficial, for example not giving background on why the protests against the wall are so vigorous in this area (because of how it unneccessarily grabs Palestinian lands separating villages from their farmlands which are their primary livelihood and has been theirs for generations), and the fact that the tear gas cannister that hit Mr. Anderson was shot from a nearby hill which implies that it was aimed at the demonstrators because from that vantage point the soldier had the freedom to aim it to the side and up-wind of the demonstrators but instead shot into the demonstrators hitting one which is a violation of international law.

Sderot Journal - An Israeli Playground, Fortified Against Rockets

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/12/world/middleeast/12israel.html
By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: March 11, 2009

QUOTE: "So while the country’s leaders consider their options and their warplanes continue to hit arms-smuggling tunnels and to kill militant leaders in Gaza, and while Hamas tries to persuade Israel and the world to end the economic siege on Gaza that it says is the main motive for the rockets, children in Sderot now have a safe place to play.... Ann M. Veneman, the executive director of Unicef, who had just spent a week touring Gaza, the West Bank and Israel, said she was deeply concerned about the recent war’s effect on children on both sides of the border.  “The children are the innocent victims with the nightmares,” she said in a telephone interview. “I visited Sderot, and I am happy to see how many psychologists they have there. In Gaza, that is not the case. With 56 percent of the population under the age of 18 and so many schools severely damaged, there is an incredible amount of work to be done there.”"

SOME COMMENTS:  Mainly this article focuses on Sderot and the armored playground built there to protect its children.  But the article also mentions the traumatizing conditions that are happening in Gaza, and then mentions the disparity in psychological help the kids get in the two different areas.  The article also briefly mentions the blockade as a major motivator for the rocket attacks - not quite true - there are other more long-range reasons motivating the rockets (for example not respecting Palestinian ROR).  The article also minimalizes the role of the Jewish National Fund and avoids the real role the Fund has played historically in helping steal land from the Palestinians.

Iran signs $3.2-billion natural gas deal with China

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-iran-china15-2009mar15,0,7270025.story
By Borzou Daragahi

March 15, 2009

QUOTE: "Washington has routinely renewed embargoes on doing industrial-scale business with Iran since the 1990s, even barring foreign companies that do more than $10 million a year of business with the Islamic Republic from operating in the U.S. .... On Thursday, the Obama administration extended U.S. sanctions for another year, a move Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad dismissed as "childish." President Obama has called for talks with Tehran as a way of resolving a years-long dispute over the nature of Iran's nuclear energy program and its support for Lebanese and Palestinian militant groups opposed to Israel.  Some European officials, frustrated after years of attempts at dialogue with Iran, say that Obama must work harder to coordinate his policies with Moscow and Beijing.  "The big challenge will be to get the Russians and Chinese on board for tougher actions and sanctions once [the Americans] try to engage and fail," said a Western diplomat in Tehran, speaking on condition of anonymity.  Advocates of sanctions say they keep Tehran's ambitions in check and its leadership isolated by denying Iran revenue and technical expertise.  But Iranian officials say sanctions hurt mostly ordinary people while convincing all Iranians of the need to forgo Western partners in favor of cultivating their own technological advances. That includes Iran's controversial drive to master the enrichment of uranium, a process that can be used to produce fuel for a nuclear reactor or fissile material for a bomb."

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes how US sanctions against Iran are offset by business deals with Russians and Chinese, and increasing Asia dealings.  Describes how Obama in response needs to establish great ties with China and Russia to increase their cooperation.

MIDDLE EAST NEWS: Palestinians Seek Unity Government Without Fayyad, a Western Favorite

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123690389952214023.html
By CHARLES LEVINSON

MARCH 13, 2009, 2:41 A.M. ET

QUOTE: "Mr. Fayyad, a former International Monetary Fund economist who has led the Palestinian Authority since Hamas's bloody 2007 coup in Gaza, said last weekend that he planned to resign by the end of the month, to help the Cairo talks succeed.  That has left a question mark over who will lead the next Palestinian government -- at the same time that Israeli politicians are embroiled in negotiations to determine the makeup of their next government.  Dislike for Mr. Fayyad -- a member of a small Palestinian party called the Third Way -- may be one of the few things both Fatah and Hamas can agree on. Though Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas is said to have a good relationship with him, many senior Fatah leaders resent the politically independent prime minister's expanding clout. Hamas views him as a Western-backed stooge doing Israel's bidding by jailing scores of Hamas members in the West Bank as part of his efforts to restore security.  Mr. Fayyad's relationship with Israel has been up and down. He angered many Israelis last year after publicly urging the European Union not to increase trade ties with Israel as long as building continued in West Bank settlements. Still, many Israeli officials praise Mr. Fayyad's moderation.... A government without him could complicate the Palestinians' fragile relationship with the international community and could jeopardize some Western aid. Earlier this month, donors pledged nearly $4.5 billion in aid, including almost $1 billion from the U.S.  Mr. Fayyad is the West's most trusted Palestinian partner. He has won praise from the U.S. and other Western countries that credit him with responsibly managing millions of dollars in international aid and restoring security in the West Bank.  Without Mr. Fayyad to reassure Western donors, a future Palestinian government may find itself in the same position as the Hamas-led government in 2006 and the Fatah-Hamas unity government in 2007, both of which were bankrupted by international boycott. The last unity government collapsed in mid-2007 after months of a violent struggle between Fatah and Hamas over control of the Palestinian security services culminated in Hamas ousting Fatah from the Gaza Strip.  "The feeling is that Fayyad is a guarantee for our support and our money," said a Western diplomat in Jerusalem. "Fayyad has overwhelming support from Moscow to Washington to Rome and without him it will be a lot harder to persuade our domestic parliaments to give money to the Palestinians.""

SOME COMMENTS: this WSJ article describes how the international community trusts Salam Fayyad and contends that international support may collapse without him.  This article seems somewhat racist because it seems to be unable to even consider the idea that new leadership could arise from the Palestinian people or that the Palestinian people could develop new leadership that is trustworthy which seems unreasonable considering all the successful small and large businesses run by Palestinians.  The problem is not Palestinian trustworthiness it is that the likes of Levinson cannot imagine intelligent leaders choosing not to support Israel's right to exist.

MIDDLE EAST NEWS: U.S. Complains of Blocked Gaza Aid

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123690562809414299.html
By CHARLES LEVINSON

MARCH 13, 2009

QUOTE: "The U.S. has complained to Israel over the holdup of aid shipments to Gaza of items as basic as jam, toothpaste and toilet paper, which U.S. officials say are being frequently trapped amid an erratic decision-making process.  Howard Sumka, mission director for the United States Agency for International Development in the Palestinian territories, said senior diplomats have had to intervene with Israeli authorities, and aid workers have had to repack shipments to meet changing criteria of what qualifies as vital humanitarian aid. He said the situation hasn't improved despite U.S. efforts.... On Thursday, Israel rejected a shipment of 960 boxes of tuna, canned meat, diapers, wet wipes, sterile gauze, blankets and candles, along with 184 boxes of flashlights, Mr. Sumka said. A week earlier Israel had approved the shipment, but reversed the decision Wednesday evening, he said. "When you're dealing with that kind of uncertainty it makes it hard for us to plan, it creates inefficiencies and it certainly makes it more costly to deliver the assistance," said Mr. Sumka.  U.S. and other Western officials say that in recent weeks Israel has rejected shipments including toothbrushes, tomato paste, toys, sesame-based sweet halvah, soap and sanitary napkins. Mr. Lerner said he wasn't aware of such items being rejected. In some instances, trucks filled with previously approved aid shipments have been rejected at the Gaza border crossing, causing added costs for transportation and warehouse storage, Mr. Sumka said.  In a meeting with reporters in New York on Wednesday, Israeli ambassador to the U.S. Sallai Meridor noted that Israel regarded Gaza as a "terror area" and yet was doing what it could to facilitate aid. "If Canada was controlled by the Taliban, even the U.S. would have difficulty keeping the border open," he said."

SOME COMMENTS:  this article describes US and international complaints over the wide variety of innocent items which Israel has banned one moment and released the next creating inconsistency, increased costs and logistic tangles. But it should have also described the complaints of the international community for almost a year declaring it a form of collective punishment.

Housing Spat Strains Israeli-U.S. Ties

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123656001618066655.html
By CHARLES LEVINSON

MARCH 9, 2009

QUOTE: "Mrs. Clinton spoke out against the demolition plans after a meeting with Palestinian leaders in Ramallah last Wednesday. Her criticism devolved into a public spat over the weekend after Jerusalem's newly elected mayor called her comments "a lot of air," prompting a protest from the U.S. State Department.  The mayor, Nir Barkat, says the houses are illegal, built without permits in a 3,000-year-old park where the biblical King David is said to have established his kingdom. But his rebuke of Mrs. Clinton appeared to catch senior Israeli officials off-guard.  The diplomatic spat has given Israel's ties with the new U.S. administration a rocky start and plunged President Barack Obama into the middle of a turf war over Jerusalem. The city lies at the heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and the battle over the 88 homes in the Silwan neighborhood in East Jerusalem highlights the challenges ahead for Mr. Obama, as well as the extent to which Israeli policy is influenced by civil servants.... State Department officials called Prime Minister Ehud Olmert to complain on Friday, according to an Israeli foreign-ministry official. The U.S. Embassy in Israel and the prime minister's office declined to comment. But Mr. Olmert put out an unusual Saturday evening statement apologizing on behalf of the mayor. In the statement, the mayor insisted he was misquoted and taken out of context, though the conversation had been recorded.  "It's obvious that it was Clinton's intention, Olmert's intention, and [Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi] Livni's intention to create a good working relationship," the foreign-ministry official said. "You can attribute everything that went wrong here -- the demolition permits, the criticism of Clinton -- to the mayor's lack of experience."

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the disagreement between Israel and the US over the planned demolition of 88 Palestinian homes in Jerusalem, which was aggravated by the Jerusalem mayor's somewhat rude dismissal of Ms. Clinton's criticism, which Olmert has subsequently apologized for. The article then describes the demolition plans as part of Israel's and Jerusalem's efforts to offset both a change in policy with the Obama administration and a pending demographic problem with Jerusalem Arabs.  The Israeli government has now reportedly decided to postpone the demolitions until the controversy subsides.  The article is pretty good because it accurately makes Israel look pretty abusive and fickle.

Why Hamas is even more popular after the Gaza war

http://features.csmonitor.com/globalnews/2009/03/11/why-hamas-is-even-more-popular-after-the-gaza-war/
By Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent

Date: 03.11.09

QUOTE: "Mr. Abbas’s sagging fortunes are considered among the main factors behind the decision to hold talks in Cario that started this week aimed at healing the 21-month rift with Hamas.  The Islamists also seek a compromise because they’re aware that the bump in sympathy could dissipate if the $4.48 billion in reconstruction funds for Gaza is held up due to internal wrangling, says Khalil Shikaki, who runs the Ramallah-based Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research.  “Hamas gains additional standing because it was seen as the victim,” he says. “On the other hand, Hamas is worried. The continued misery in Gaza will continue to hurt Hamas as well. Both Hamas and Abbas will feel a need to reach some sort of accommodation.... “Both camps are in crisis,” says Eyad Sarraj, who heads the Gaza Community Mental Health Program. “Hamas is unable to continue rule Gaza when it is destroyed and bankrupted.”  Hamas and Fatah will discuss sharing control of the PA’s security services and the Palestine Liberation Organization – two institutions dominated by the secularist Fatah. Even if the two parties can cobble together a cabinet and set a date for elections, a true reconciliation may prove elusive, says Mr. Shikaki.  “There is no way these talks can bring the sides together. The positions are too far apart,” he said. “They are not going to give up their ideology and their political views. They will agree to disagree.””"

SOME COMMENTS: this article documents all the factors eroding Abbas's support amongst Palestinians (the offensive against Gaza, no results from negotiations with Israel, the new right-wing government in Israel), but Hamas climbing support is still dependent on the people of Gaza soon getting some relief, and thus both sides need reconciliation, but the article is pessimistic that it can happen soon enough because the two sides are too far apart on a fundamental level.

Mideast Press Questions Obama - Top Intelligence Pick's Pullout Blamed on 'Pro-Israel Hawks'

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/14/AR2009031401605.html
By Walter Pincus, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Sunday, March 15, 2009; Page A08

QUOTE: "The Middle East press has questioned President Obama's authority over Arab-Israeli issues since Charles W. Freeman Jr.'s withdrawal from his appointment to a senior intelligence position. A commentary in Abu Dhabi's the National, a newspaper owned by an investment fund controlled by the government, said Freeman's decision Tuesday to withdraw as chairman of the National Intelligence Council "threw the Obama administration into the heart of a long-running controversy over the alleged supremacy of pro-Israel hawks in determining U.S. foreign policy after having taken a cautious approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict so far consistent with previous administrations." The Daily Star in Beirut went further, saying Freeman's action "is likely to be viewed as a significant victory for hardliners within the so-called 'Israeli lobby,' who led the movement to scuttle his appointment, and a blow to hopes for a new approach to Israel-Palestine issues under the Obama administration." An analyst in the National pointed out that the Israel lobby may have had a Pyrrhic victory. Noting that vocal Freeman opponent Sen. Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) had publicly said, "I repeatedly urged the White House to reject him, and I am glad they did the right thing," the analyst wrote, "A lobby that has thrived through its covert operations can claim another victory in reversing Freeman's appointment, but this time its workings may have been too transparent for its own good." Other Arab publications echoed that analysis, while at least one Israeli commentator questioned the views of Director of National Intelligence Dennis C. Blair, who made the appointment and supported it after questions were raised about Freeman's previous critical statements about Israel."

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the reaction to Mr. Freeman's withdrawal amongst the Middle East press which saw it as another victory for the Israel lobby but which was so transparent it might hurt the lobby in the long run, except for Israel of course which applauded the withdrawal. The article also covers the White House reaction to the controversy.  The article shows how many in the Middle East believe that simply criticizing Israel is a fatal flaw in Washington.

Intelligence Pick Blames 'Israel Lobby' For Withdrawal

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031104308.html
By Walter Pincus, Washington Post Staff Writer

Thursday, March 12, 2009; A01

QUOTE: "The earliest cry of alarm about Freeman's appointment -- a week before it was announced -- came from a former AIPAC lobbyist. Steve Rosen wrote Feb. 19 on his blog that Freeman was a "strident critic of Israel" and described the potential appointment as "a textbook case of the old-line Arabism" whose "views of the region are what you would expect in the Saudi foreign ministry.".... [because of his indictment for spying] Rosen is limited in what he can do. He said he cannot talk to AIPAC employees, nor can he lobby Congress. He has talked to "a number of journalists" who called him about Freeman, but not members of Congress. He did not answer when asked yesterday whether he has talked to Hill staff members.... Rosen's initial posting was the first of 17 he would write about Freeman over a 19-day period. Some of those added more original reporting, while some pointed to other blogs' finds about Freeman's record. In the process, Rosen traced increasing interest in the appointment elsewhere in the blogosphere, including coverage by Jeffrey Goldberg of the Atlantic, Michael Goldfarb of the Weekly Standard, and Chait and Martin Peretz of the New Republic. Also on March 2, the Zionist Organization of America called for support of a letter by Rep. Mark Steven Kirk (R-Ill.) that called on the DNI inspector general to investigate Freeman for possible conflicts of interest because of his financial relations with Saudi Arabia. That letter, signed by Kirk and seven other congressmen, including House Minority Leader John A. Boehner (R-Ohio), was sent to Inspector General Edward Maguire on March 3. Close observers of the events consider that request a turning point in the effort to stop Freeman's candidacy, and Rosen's blog began focusing almost exclusively on the appointment. "

SOME COMMENTS: this article traces the discussion that eventually led to Charles Freeman withdrawing his nomination to be head of the NIC, which seems to have started in the blogosphere with an ex-employee of AIPAC, and was mostly focused on his criticism of Israel, from which it then spread to members of Congress, which backs up his claim that he was forced out by the Israel Lobby.  The fact that the controversy also centered on his problematic relations with China does not prove it was not the lobby, it is simply that the lobby also used that to derail his nomination.  It is also important to remember that reference to the 'Israel lobby' does not refer to a single organization (AIPAC) but to many organizations which theoretically coordinate their lobbying activities in support of Israel.

Impartiality Questioned, Intelligence Pick Pulls Out

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031003223.html
By Walter Pincus, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; Page A04

QUOTE: "In an e-mail sent to friends yesterday evening, Freeman said he had concluded the attacks on him would not end once he was in office and that he did not believe the NIC "could function effectively while its chair was under constant attack." He wrote that those who questioned his background employed "selective misquotation, the willful distortion of the record . . . and an utter disregard for the truth.... Freeman had been ambassador to Saudi Arabia and deputy chief of mission in China, and since 1997, he has presided over the Middle East Policy Council, a Washington-based nonprofit that is funded in part by Saudi money. In that role, Freeman has occasionally criticized the Israeli government's positions and U.S. support for those policies. In 2007, for example, he said, "The brutal oppression of the Palestinians by the Israeli occupation shows no sign of ending," adding: "American identification with Israel has become total." " Such attacks, he said, "will be seen by many to raise serious questions about whether the Obama administration will be able to make its own decisions about the Middle East and related issues." And he said he regretted that his withdrawal may cause others to doubt the administration's latitude in such matters.... Blair forcefully defended Freeman, saying the intelligence community needs people with strong views because out of that come the best ideas. He added, however, that the job of the intelligence community is not to make policy but to inform it with ideas and that Freeman, "with his long experience, his inventive mind will add to those strongly." Blair said Freeman's statements had been taken out of context, and he urged members "to look at the full context of what he was saying." Lieberman countered that he feared that Freeman might not be able "to separate his policy views from the analysis," adding: "Whether I disagree or agree with them, he's very opinionated." Blair responded that he could do a betterob as director of national intelligence "if I'm getting strong analytical viewpoints to sort out and pass on to you and to the president than if I am getting pre-cooked, pablum judgments that don't really challenge." Sen. James Webb (D-Va.) later praised the way Blair defended Freeman, saying the danger of centralized intelligence was the lack of divergent opinion, as was seen in the run-up to the Iraq war."

SOME COMMENTS: even though this article details Freeman's withdrawal, it also describes Blair's defense of him which was a defense of spirited, creative discussion and decision making in the realm of intelligence analysis and decision-making, but Freeman was still given the boot giving the sense that creative thinking about Israel is not acceptable.

GOP Senators Question Intelligence Pick's Ties

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030902724.html
By Walter Pincus, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; Page A05

QUOTE: "All seven Republican members of the Senate intelligence committee yesterday joined a small chorus of voices on Capitol Hill criticizing the choice of a former ambassador to Saudi Arabia for a senior intelligence position, concerned about his views on Israel and his past relationships with Saudi and Chinese interests.... Since 1997, he has presided over the Middle East Policy Council, a Washington-based nonprofit organization that is funded in part by Saudi money. In that role, Freeman has occasionally criticized the Israeli government's positions and U.S. support for those policies. In 2007, for example, he said, "The brutal oppression of the Palestinians by the Israeli occupation shows no sign of ending," adding, "American identification with Israel has become total.".... Sen. Christopher S. Bond (Mo.), vice chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, and the six other Republicans on the panel wrote Blair to raise "concerns about Mr. Freeman's lack of experience and uncertainty about his objectivity." .... Opposition to Freeman's appointment has been led by several pro-Israel groups and advocates in the United States, joined by some members of Congress."

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes controversy about the Freeman appointment amongst conservatives and supporters of Israel.  It reflects the intolerance in the US government concerning criticism of Israel.  His objectivity about China could be doubtful because of his business relations with China but there is nothing in his criticism of Israel that suggests partiality - maybe his opinions of Israel are just plain accurate.  Just because someone is critical of Israel it does not mean they are prejudice against Israel or anti-Semitic.

In southern Israel, ordinary life takes the most abnormal turns 

http://features.csmonitor.com/globalnews/2009/03/15/in-southern-israel-ordinary-life-takes-the-most-abnormal-turns/
By Ilene R. Prusher

Date: 03.15.09

QUOTE: "What struck me most while reporting the story on how residents of Sderot, Israel, are coping with the return of near daily rocket attacks from Gaza militants (read the story here) was just how these threats affect the seemingly normal things of life – and things that I myself like to do.... It seems everyone has some story of a close call with a rocket. According to the study I quoted in the story, more than 90 percent of people in Sderot have been close a Qassam strike.  Another issue that really hit me while doing this story: How much things had changed in terms of chances for interaction between Israelis and Palestinians.  Ms. Melul noted that when she was growing up in Sderot, her father would sometimes go shopping in Gaza for things like shoes. And he went to a dentist there – it was a short trip and prices were cheaper than those in say, Ashkelon.  Throughout the 1970s and most of the 80s, the distance from Sderot to Gaza was short, and the areas only separated by a few flimsy checkpoints. Nowadays, of course, it’s a matter of high-security fences and walls – and checkpoints structured like international crossings. Israelis have not been allowed into Gaza for several years, and Gazans generally don’t come into Israel."

SOME COMMENTS: this article is a personal testiment from Ms. Prusher about what it is like to report the news from Sderot, focused mainly on how ordinary life gets filled with anxiety by the daily rockets.  there is also an interesting part about how the relationship between Sderot and Gaza has completely reversed over the last decade or so.  However there is nothing on the Palestinian experience in Gaza or since 1948.

U.S. Seeks to Woo Syria, but Price Could Be Steep

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123655643125466125.html
By JAY SOLOMON and NADA RAAD

MARCH 9, 2009

QUOTE: "Mr. Assad has his own priorities. In particular, he wants Washington to push Israel for concessions over the disputed Golan Heights region.  "Engagement for the sake of engagement will not yield any results," said Sami Moubayed, a Damascus-based political analyst close to Mr. Assad's government. "Both sides need to meet halfway, and there has to be something in there for Syria, and it must be the Golan Heights." .... A major objective of the Obama administration's strategy is to pull Syria away from its military alliance with Iran, according to U.S. officials. But to do so likely means wading deeper into Syria-Israel peace talks. Turkey brokered those talks last year without direct U.S. involvement.  U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said in Turkey on Saturday that the Obama administration will step up its role in the Syria-Israel peace process. "A peace between Syria and Israel, the normalization of relations, is something that would be a part of an agenda of a comprehensive peace effort" that the U.S. will support, Mrs. Clinton said..... Damascus and Tehran have developed extensive economic and military ties, and the militant groups are often seen operating outside Damascus's control inside Lebanon and the Palestinian territories, raising questions about whether Syria could deliver on any deal cut with the U.S."

SOME COMMENTS: this article describes the tight spot US is in as it reaches out to Syria because of the UN investigations of Syria on the one hand and the opportunity to limit Syrian support for Hamas and Hezbollah and connection to Iran on the other.  The main exchange point wanted by Syria is the Golan captured by Israel in 1967.  Hopefully as Obama successfully gains positive relations with the different Middle East countries, he will gain a different perspective on Israel's crimes, and the political capital to begin to do something about them.

OP-ED COLUMNISTS

America must find courage to stand up to Israel, injustice

http://www.ajc.com/services/content/printedition/2009/03/13/barghouthied0313.html
By Mustafa Barghouthi

Friday, March 13, 2009

QUOTE: "One way for Washington’s leaders to sidestep the AIPAC obstacle is to travel to Gaza. Rep. Brian Baird (D-Wash.) went and was shocked. “The amount of physical destruction and the depth of human suffering here is staggering,” Baird wrote on his Congressional Web site. “Entire neighborhoods have been destroyed, schools completely leveled, fundamental water, sewer, and electricity facilities hit and relief agencies heavily damaged … What went on here, and what is continuing to go on, is shocking and troubling beyond words.” .... The Obama administration, alert to the closing window of opportunity for a two-state outcome, will have to counter Netanyahu’s prescriptions for Palestinian economic development —- a Potemkin village on the West Bank —- as a substitute for Palestinian freedom.  Netanyahu’s plan is a fig leaf. My recent conversations in Washington suggest it will be seen as such. Economic development cannot replace political freedom. The question is whether American officials will have the courage to stand up to Netanyahu and an Israel lobby that for the most part lacks the moral courage to criticize Lieberman’s racism, let alone Netanyahu’s intransigence on ending the occupation."

SOME COMMENTS:  Dr. Barghouti says the Obama administration should reverse course and talk to Hamas but does not explain clearly enough why beyond just mentioning the fact that it is the right thing to do since Hamas is the elected choice of the Palestinian people. For example, he could have pointed out that possibly the best way to change Hamas (to stop illegal rocket fire at civilians) might be to include them in the international discourse on peace much as Hezbollah has been included in the national dialog in Lebanon and subsequently seemed to cease its violence on Israel's northern border.  He also points out that another way to sidestep the influence of the Israel lobby and the emerging right-wing Israeli government might be for him or Clinton to also visit Gaza and then describe to the public what they see there.  This would be a tremendous step in the right direction as it would greatly increase the coverage of the devastation in Gaza, while also being easily defended as an objective fact-finding effort.  One thing that is notable about the op-ed is Dr. Barghouti's optimisim that the Obama administration can still be depended on to change the course of US policy in favor of a more balanced approach than Bush's policies, and increased support for liberation and justice for the Palestinian people.

Moralism on the Shelf

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030902231.html
By Richard Cohen

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; Page A13

QUOTE: "Obama will get no lip from the left about his new foreign policy. Liberalism has been blanched of a pronounced moral component. That -- in furious exaggeration -- is now the province of conservatism. The liberal New York Review of Books published an open letter from literary notables asking President-elect Obama to "negotiate with the Taliban [and] withdraw all troops from Afghanistan." No mention was made of Afghanistan's shaky neighbor, Pakistan, with its nuclear weapons, or for that matter of Afghan girls who have the effrontery to crack a book. Right there is the danger Obama runs. The Taliban are bad. They kill their opposition. They are hideous to women, and when they were in control of Afghanistan, they sheltered al-Qaeda. In Vietnam, it was always possible to insist that the communists were really agrarian reformers -- or some such mindless formulation -- and so when the United States capitulated, the resulting horror 

came as a surprise to some. No one, though, can be surprised by what the Taliban will do. In the very recent past, they have already done it.... Obama is right to be realistic and to abjure bombastic rhetoric.  Moralism is expensive -- costly in blood and treasure. This is the new reality. The danger is that we will turn inward -- not isolationist, because that is impossible -- but financially exhausted and callously indifferent to the rest of the world."

SOME COMMENTS: this op-ed decries Obama's openness to talking to previous enemies as a lack of moral spine because many of those enemies support terrorism and practice extensive abuse of human rights.  We could respond to Mr. Cohen that isolating an enemy does not change him but simply makes him angry and defensive which usually leads to reinforcement of their offending ways.  When you engage people in conversation then you have a better chance of connecting to them and thus opening them to your ideas.  There is always the chance that it may not work, but the alternative logically would exclude the chance of change while you are in contentious opposition.
GUEST COLUMN: United States can’t ignore Iran’s genocidal incitement

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2009/03/15/cotlered_0315.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By IRWIN COTLER

Sunday, March 15, 2009

QUOTE: none

SOME COMMENTS:  none

OPINION: Mideast Peace Can Start With Economic Growth

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123681701494502447.html
By DANIEL DORON

MARCH 12, 2009

QUOTE: "Following Israel's conquest of the West Bank and the Gaza strip in 1967, Gen. Moshe Dayan wisely let the Palestinians manage their economic affairs. His "open bridges" policy facilitated the free movement of goods and people, and brought prosperity to the private sector. Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were employed in Israel for much higher wages than under Jordanian and Egyptian rule. Living standards quintupled and agriculture, manufacturing, education, health and the status of women and children rapidly improved. Arabs enjoyed freedom of movement in Israel, yet there were practically no incidents of terrorism. Israelis shopped and ate in Arab towns. Their spending provided a lion's share of a skyrocketing Palestinian GDP.  This informal peace process was resisted, however, by traditional Palestinian elites. Modernization threatened their beliefs and their privileged status. Then, in 1987, an economic recession and harsher interference by Israeli bureaucracy in Arab life ignited an intifada that was taken over and politicized by the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO). Yasser Arafat's PLO killed whatever economic cooperation remained.  Today, many policy makers advocate a total separation between Israel and the Palestinians. But the latter cannot develop a prosperous economy and a viable state in economic isolation. Separation will result in economic ruin, as has already happened in Gaza. Israel and the West Bank are simply too small and too geographically integrated to support two economically divided entities. The fates of Israelis and the Palestinians are economically intertwined.  Jerusalem provides a good model of economic integration. The city has a large population of Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs living in close proximity. The latter are ardent Muslims, and most Jews in Jerusalem do not belong to the peace camp. Yet despite strenuous efforts by Palestinian terrorist organizations to inflame the city with repeated attacks, income from tourism has been so rewarding that Jerusalemites coexist without too many problems."

SOME COMMENTS: Mr. Doron supports Mr. Netanyahu's plan to focus on economic growth for Palestinian communities as the key to peace instead of negotiating creation of a separate state.  But he rationalizes his position with a simplistic portrayal of the occupation as originally supportive of Palestinian economic growth which was then undermined by a corrupt, violent and backward Palestinian society.  His view of the occupation needs updating with the facts to show how it has always been distinguised by economic oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people by Israel which rightfully has thus led to rebellion.

Opinion: Zionism is the problem

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-ehrenreich15-2009mar15,0,6684861.story
By Ben Ehrenreich 

March 15, 2009

QUOTE: "To be Jewish, I was raised to believe, meant understanding oneself as a member of a tribe that over and over had been cast out, mistreated, slaughtered. Millenniums of oppression that preceded it did not entitle us to a homeland or a right to self-defense that superseded anyone else's. If they offered us anything exceptional, it was a perspective on oppression and an obligation born of the prophetic tradition: to act on behalf of the oppressed and to cry out at the oppressor.  For the last several decades, though, it has been all but impossible to cry out against the Israeli state without being smeared as an anti-Semite, or worse. To question not just Israel's actions, but the Zionist tenets on which the state is founded, has for too long been regarded an almost unspeakable blasphemy.  Yet it is no longer possible to believe with an honest conscience that the deplorable conditions in which Palestinians live and die in Gaza and the West Bank come as the result of specific policies, leaders or parties on either side of the impasse. The problem is fundamental: Founding a modern state on a single ethnic or religious identity in a territory that is ethnically and religiously diverse leads inexorably either to politics of exclusion (think of the 139-square-mile prison camp that Gaza has become) or to wholesale ethnic cleansing. Put simply, the problem is Zionism.... The fate Buber foresaw is upon us: a nation that has lived in a state of war for decades, a quarter-million Arab citizens with second-class status and more than 5 million Palestinians deprived of the most basic political and human rights. If two decades ago comparisons to the South African apartheid system felt like hyperbole, they now feel charitable. The white South African regime, for all its crimes, never attacked the Bantustans with anything like the destructive power Israel visited on Gaza in December and January, when nearly 1,300 Palestinians were killed, one-third of them children.... All of this has led to a revival of the Brit Shalom idea of a single, secular binational state in which Jews and Arabs have equal political rights. The obstacles are, of course, enormous. They include not just a powerful Israeli attachment to the idea of an exclusively Jewish state, but its Palestinian analogue: Hamas' ideal of Islamic rule. Both sides would have to find assurance that their security was guaranteed. What precise shape such a state would take -- a strict, vote-by-vote democracy or a more complex federalist system -- would involve years of painful negotiation, wiser leaders than now exist and an uncompromising commitment from the rest of the world, particularly from the United States.  Meanwhile, the characterization of anti-Zionism as an "epidemic" more dangerous than anti-Semitism reveals only the unsustainability of the position into which Israel's apologists have been forced. Faced with international condemnation, they seek to limit the discourse, to erect walls that delineate what can and can't be said.  It's not working. Opposing Zionism is neither anti-Semitic nor particularly radical. It requires only that we take our own values seriously and no longer, as the book of Amos has it, "turn justice into wormwood and hurl righteousness to the ground."  Establishing a secular, pluralist, democratic government in Israel and Palestine would of course mean the abandonment of the Zionist dream. It might also mean the only salvation for the Jewish ideals of justice that date back to Jeremiah."

SOME COMMENTS:  This article chronicles how in the past it has not been considered blasphemous to criticize Zionism as it is today. It also details how Zionism is fundamentally flawed in agreement with those critics.  It then describes the upsurgence of the idea of the single state solution and then describes how that solution may be difficult but that it provides real solutions to the conflict.
U.S. NEWS: Charles Freeman's Statement in Wake of Withdrawal From Intelligence Post

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123672847973688515.html
Statement by Charles Freeman

MARCH 10, 2009

QUOTE:  none

SOME COMMENTS: none

Seems like old times in Middle East

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-oped0313geyermar13,0,2523666.story
Georgie Anne Geyer 

March 13, 2009

QUOTE:  none

SOME COMMENTS:  none

OPINION: Islam Should Prove It's a Religion of Peace  - Muslims can start with better Quranic scholarship.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123655519762565889.html
By TAWFIK HAMID

MARCH 9, 2009

QUOTE: "While many religious texts preach violence, the interpretation, modern usage and implementation of these teachings make all the difference. For example, the stoning of women exists in both the Old Testament and in the Islamic tradition, or "Sunna" -- the recorded deeds and manners of the prophet Muhammad. The difference, though, is that leading Jewish scholars agreed to discontinue these practices centuries ago, while Muslim scholars have yet to do so. Hence we do not see the stoning of women practiced or promoted in Israel, the "Jewish" state, but we see it practiced and promoted in Iran and Saudi Arabia, the "Islamic" states.  When the British government banned Geert Wilders from entering the country to present his film in the House of Lords, it made two egregious errors. The first was to suppress free speech, a canon of the civilized Western world. The second mistake was to blame the messenger -- punishing, so to speak, the witness who exposed the crime instead of punishing the criminal. Mr. Wilders did not produce the content of the violent Islamic message he showed in his film -- the Islamic world did that. Until the Islamic clerical establishment takes concrete steps to reject violence in the name of their religion, Mr. Wilders's criticism is not only permissible as "controversial" free speech but justified.  So, Islamic scholars and clerics, it is up to you to produce a Shariah book that will be accepted in the Islamic world and that teaches that Jews are not pigs and monkeys, that declaring war to spread Islam is unacceptable, and that killing apostates is a crime. Such a book would prove that Islam is a religion of peace."

SOME COMMENTS: this article condemns as a violation of free speech and a lack of openness to constructive criticism the recent condemnation by others of a recent Dutch film that associates Islam with violent acts conducted in its name.  The article does not go into enough detail to really distinguish what is going on, but 3 issues are related which must be taken into consideration - (1) it is not clear from the article that the film distinguishes between criticizing Islam per se vs. criticizing violent interpretations of it, (2) criticism of disrespectful insulting nature of the religion such as the cartoon that caused rioting a few years ago vs. respectful, sensitive, thoughtful constructive criticism, and (3) it mistakenly uses Israel as an example of a country that has modernized its religious interpretations and practices, but this example is seriously erroneous as it uses the Torah to rationalize stealing land from the native people of Palestine (Palestinian Arabs) and then unfairly labels critics as anti-Semitic.  Use of Israel as an example is a particularly offensive faux pas because Israel uses its sacred texts to abuse especially followers of Islam from Palestine.
The Juggler

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031200816.html
By Howard Kurtz, Washington Post Staff Writer

Thursday, March 12, 2009; 10:32 AM

QUOTE: "National Review's Mark Steyn wonders why the MSM were MIA: "I'm glad to see the back of the Saudi shill Chas Freeman, but I wonder what Mr and Mrs America will make of it . . . reading for the very first time how the 'Outspoken Former Ambassador' (as the AP's headline has it) was scuttled by a controversy their newspaper saw fit not to utter a word about. As far as I can tell, the only papers in America to so much as mention the Freeman story were The Wall Street Journal, Investors' Business Daily, The Washington Times, The New York Post, The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, The Augusta Chronicle, and The Press Enterprise of Riverside, California. But if you rely for your news on The New York Times, The Boston Globe, The Detroit News, The Philadelphia Inquirer, The San Francisco Chronicle, The Miami Herald, or The Minneapolis Star-Tribune - just to name a random selection of American dailies currently sliding off the cliff - the end of the story will be the first time you've heard of it." Time's Joe Klein thinks the man got hosed: "Freeman's most important point in his statement is this one: I believe that the inability of the American public to discuss, or the government to consider, any option for US policies in the Middle East opposed by the ruling faction in Israeli politics has allowed that faction to adopt and sustain policies that ultimately threaten the existence of the state of Israel. It is not permitted for anyone in the United States to say so. This is not just a tragedy for Israelis and their neighbors in the Middle East; it is doing widening damage to the national security of the United States. "Barack Obama should take note. The thugs have taken out Chas Freeman. They will not rest. Their real target is you, Mr. President." Andrew Sullivan says the story involved "very tricky areas where MSM journalists fear to tread -- questions such as the relative importance of Freeman's former financial ties, the Israel lobby (are we allowed to use those words without being anti-Semitic?), the Schumer-Emanuel connection, the China question, the realist-neocon debate, proper vetting, etc. A third is that the MSM often misses stories that are burning up the blogosphere. A fourth is that there was a conflict within the MSM between defending an Obama pick and offending AIPAC.""

SOME COMMENTS: this article examines many topics relating to the Obama administration.  One of those topics is that the author theorizes that one of the reasons that the effort to undermine Freeman's nomination succeeded was the lack of coverage of it in the mainstream media.

He Blames the Israel Lobby. But the Job Wasn't Worth It.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031302096.html
By Mark M. Lowenthal

Sunday, March 15, 2009; Page B02
QUOTES:  none

SOME COMMENTS:  none
Is anti-Zionism hate?

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/la-oe-pearl15-2009mar15,0,556480.story
By Judea Pearl 

March 15, 2009

QUOTE: "[Anti-Zionists] They criminalized Israel's existence, distorted its motives and maligned its character, its birth, even its conception. At one point, the excited audience reportedly chanted "Zionism is Nazism" and worse.  Jewish leaders condemned this hate-fest as a dangerous invitation to anti-Semitic hysteria, and pointed to the chilling effect it had on UCLA students and faculty on a campus known for its open and civil atmosphere. The organizers, some of them Jewish, took refuge in "academic freedom" and the argument that anti-Zionism is not anti-Semitism.  I fully support this mantra, not because it exonerates anti-Zionists from charges of anti-Semitism but because the distinction helps us focus attention on the discriminatory, immoral and more dangerous character of anti-Zionism.... Anti-Zionism rejects the very notion that Jews are a nation -- a collective bonded by a common history -- and, accordingly, denies Jews the right to self-determination in their historical birthplace. It seeks the dismantling of the Jewish nation-state: Israel.  Anti-Zionism earns its discriminatory character by denying the Jewish people what it grants to other historically bonded collectives (e.g. French, Spanish, Palestinians), namely, the right to nationhood, self-determination and legitimate coexistence with other indigenous claimants.  Anti-Semitism rejects Jews as equal members of the human race; anti-Zionism rejects Israel as an equal member in the family of nations.  Are Jews a nation? Some philosophers would argue Jews are a nation first and religion second. Indeed, the narrative of Exodus and the vision of the impending journey to the land of Canaan were etched in the minds of the Jewish people before they received the Torah at Mt. Sinai. But, philosophy aside, the unshaken conviction in their eventual repatriation to the birthplace of their history has been the engine behind Jewish endurance and hopes throughout their turbulent journey that started with the Roman expulsion in AD 70.  More important, shared history, not religion, is today the primary uniting force behind the secular, multiethnic society of Israel. The majority of its members do not practice religious laws and do not believe in divine supervision or the afterlife. The same applies to American Jewry, which is likewise largely secular. Identification with a common historical ethos, culminating in the reestablishment of the state of Israel, is the central bond of Jewish collectivity in America."

SOME COMMENTS: this article is an amazing collection of widespread Zionist misconceptions, distortions and irrationalities.  For example that (1) condemnation of the basic principles of Zionism and the founding of Israel is hate speech, (2) that the Jews is more than a religion but is a nation at an essential level, (3) condemning Israel condemns Jewish right to self-determination, (4) that Jews are an indigenous people of Palestine, (5) that Jewish right to statehood in Palestine is the same as the right of the French to statehood in France, (6) anti-Zionism is racism against Jews by rejecting them as equal members of the human species, (7) Roman expulsion and spiritual connection are valid reasons for statehood, (8) the non-religious lifestyle of most Jews proves that they are a nation rather than a religion, (9) that many anti-Zionist are in reaction to Israel's success as a nation, and (10) that since the idea of Jewish Statehood is a central religious concept that thus it should be not be as criticized as one would find in the usual political debate over secular issues.  Our response: (1) Zionism has political implications therefore it must be subject to political debate, but if that is done respectfully then there is no way that would qualify as hate speech simply because it is critical, (2) Judaism is a religion that can be converted to or discarded, and is independent of culture, race, birthplace, gender, intelligence, etc. Nationality has to do with location of habitat - an essentially different factor of identity. (3) Jewish right to self-determination must be respected, but also does not give them the right to interfere with the rights of others, and also does not absolutely mean statehood in Palestine, (4) Palestinian Jews are an indigenous people of Palestine. In contrast, Jews from Europe, South America, Africa, etc., and their descendants are immigrants. (5) being French is based on decision to live in that area of the world, being Jewish is a decision to follow the Jewish religion; religion is independent of location proven by the fact that devout Jews live all over the world and it would be insulting and erroneous on a spiritual level to say that their religious devotion and spirituality is reduced because they do not live in Palestine, (6) anti-Zionism is simply a political philosophy that rejects another political philosophy - it does not reject the people practice Judaism a religion, (7) expulsion from an area almost 2000 years ago and continued spiritual connection to that area would not legally substantiate creating a state and denying other people rights in any modern court in the world, (8) the way people practice a religion is a personal choice and does not provide a technical reason for then defining them as another category of personal identity especially legally which is what nationality often is, (9) it might be a central religious concept in some interpretations of Judaism, but that does not provide legal or moral basis for creating a state per se or denying other peoples' rights in the process, (10) statehood is a political act and thus must be subject to political critique because of the way it affects people's lives. But most important Mr. Pearl does not acknowledge the fact that Zionism allows for or supports excluding native peoples from their own ancestral homeland so that a democratic country can be created in that region that is ruled by a different people who happen to be a minority in that region - which violates basic principles of democratic theory and morality.

OPINION: GLOBAL VIEW: Obama's National Intelligence Crackpot - What does the Jewish lobby have to do with China's dissidents?

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123664226505177651.html
By BRET STEPHENS

MARCH 10, 2009

QUOTE: "In a recent article about Mr. Freeman's nomination in the Huffington Post, M.J. Rosenberg of the left-wing Israel Policy Forum writes that "Everyone involved in the anti-Freeman effort are staunch allies of the lobby." Of course: Only the most fervid Likudnik mandarins could object to Mr. Freeman's 2006 characterization of Mao Zedong as a man who, for all his flaws, had a "brilliance of . . . personality [that] illuminated the farthest corners of his country and inspired many would-be revolutionaries and romantics beyond it." It also takes a Shanghai Zionist to demur from Mr. Freeman's characterization of the Chinese leadership's response to the "mob scene" at Tiananmen as "a monument to overly cautious behavior on the part of the leadership.""

SOME COMMENTS: Mr. Stephens is correct in criticizing the exagerations by many that attributes all the criticisms of Freeman and his nomination to the Israel lobby - there are numbers of points concerning Freeman's career that should be looked into that are unrelated to Israel, but the author misses the point that the Israel lobby plainly did play a major role in derailing Freeman's nomination and used these other unrelated points to do so.  The debate over the influence of the Israel lobby is distinguished most by doubts about the appropriateness of the lobby's power over Washington irregardless of the particular tactic it uses or does not use, and this issue was exposed in how Freeman's nomination was undermined.

EDITORIALS

Editorial: An open debate on Israel

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/editorials/la-ed-freeman12-2009mar12,0,5343044.story
March 12, 2009

QUOTE: "Our opinion is this: Israel is America's friend and ally. It deserves to exist safely within secure borders. We hope it will continue to prosper as a refuge for Jews and a vibrant democracy in the region (alongside an equally democratic Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza). But we do not believe that Israel should be immune from criticism or that there is room for only one point of view in our government.  U.S. policy has been extremely supportive of Israel over the years, as have many of our policymakers. That's fine. But theirs should not be the only voices allowed in the room."

SOME COMMENTS:  bravo, but it would have been even more powerful if the LA Times had clearly confirmed that debate should also be tolerated that doubts even the basic validity of the very existence of the Jewish state.

OPINION EUROPE - The Swedish Emirate  - Malmö follows Dubai's example and treats Israeli athletes like pariahs.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123663456334076141.html
From today's Wall Street Journal Europe.

MARCH 10, 2009

QUOTE: "Israel's demonization as an apartheid state and worse has become common in the Nordic country. Like Dubai, Sweden may want to reconsider its general attitude toward Israel -- not just in sports. It's unbecoming for a society that claims to rank among the most tolerant."

SOME COMMENTS:  If Israel actually is an apartheid state, then doesn't it deserve to be shunned and ostracized?  Thus this editorial implicitly includes the denial that Israel is an apartheid state - maybe the authors should have first elucidated on that viewpoint.  Or maybe the authors should have also covered the point that apartheid states should not be shunned in sports events - that point is also implicit in their argument.  The authors of this editorial have lots to clarify.

REVIEW & OUTLOOK: Espionage Act Overreach  - We don't need a state secrets act.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123655882924866441.html
MARCH 9, 2009

QUOTE: "The prosecution should never have been brought in the first place, for reasons of law and damage to free speech. In 2005, American Israel Public Affairs Committee staffers Steve Rosen and Keith Weissman were accused of divulging information they learned from Administration officials to journalists as well as officials in the Israeli government.... The U.S. doesn't have a United Kingdom-style Official Secrets Act, and Justice shouldn't be allowed to impose one via the backdoor by reinterpreting an old and rarely invoked statute. The good news is that the ruling will make it difficult to marshal enough evidence to convict Messrs. Rosen and Weissman. The case is one of the Bush Justice Department's misfires, and Attorney General Eric Holder can do the country a favor by dropping it."

SOME COMMENTS: the question here that is unanswered is whether the information passed on by the defendants was classified information. If it was classified then it should be a crime to pass it on, but if it was not classified then it should not be a crime to pass it on.  The material's legal classification is the crucial legal factor and there is not enough info in this editorial to make a judgment.

EDITORIAL: Blame the 'Lobby' - The Obama administration's latest failed nominee peddles a conspiracy theory.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031103384.html
Thursday, March 12, 2009; Page A18

QUOTE: "FORMER ambassador Charles W. Freeman Jr. looked like a poor choice to chair the Obama administration's National Intelligence Council. A former envoy to Saudi Arabia and China, he suffered from an extreme case of clientitis on both accounts. In addition to chiding Beijing for not crushing the Tiananmen Square democracy protests sooner and offering sycophantic paeans to Saudi King "Abdullah the Great," Mr. Freeman headed a Saudi-funded Middle East advocacy group in Washington and served on the advisory board of a state-owned Chinese oil company. It was only reasonable to ask -- as numerous members of Congress had begun to do -- whether such an actor was the right person to oversee the preparation of National Intelligence Estimates. It wasn't until Mr. Freeman withdrew from consideration for the job, however, that it became clear just how bad a selection Director of National Intelligence Dennis C. Blair had made. Mr. Freeman issued a two-page screed on Tuesday in which he described himself as the victim of a shadowy and sinister "Lobby" whose "tactics plumb the depths of dishonor and indecency" and which is "intent on enforcing adherence to the policies of a foreign government." Yes, Mr. Freeman was referring to Americans who support Israel -- and his statement was a grotesque libel. For the record, the American Israel Public Affairs Committee says that it took no formal position on Mr. Freeman's appointment and undertook no lobbying against him. If there was a campaign, its leaders didn't bother to contact the Post editorial board. According to a report by Newsweek, Mr. Freeman's most formidable critic -- House Speaker Nancy Pelosi -- was incensed by his position on dissent in China."

SOME COMMENTS: this editorial claims that Mr. Freeman's claim that his nomination was undermined by the Israel lobby was evidence alone of his being unfit to head the NIC.  They then list examples of where America has gone against the will of Israel in the last few years to show how his claim of an all-powerful Israel lobby is untrue. But lets give the authors the benefit of the doubt that they just didn't know that an ex-AIPAC official actually was the person who spearheaded the campaign to cancel Freeman's appointment as per a recent article by Walter Pincus in the WPost.  And it is important to realistically acknowledge that a string of failures over the years does not contradict the possibility that the Israel lobby does still have inappropriate power in Washington, especially because the Israel lobby has been able to continue to enjoy the privileges of a domestic lobby when it clearly lobbies in support of a foreign government.

EDITORIAL - Time to Call It Quits - The Justice Department should drop its misguided prosecution of two former AIPAC officials.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031003026.html
Wednesday, March 11, 2009; Page A14

QUOTE: "The matter involves Steven J. Rosen and Keith Weissman, two former officials for the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, or AIPAC. The two were indicted in 2005 during the Bush administration and charged with conspiracy to disclose national security secrets to unauthorized individuals under the archaic Espionage Act. Those said to have received such information include Israeli officials, other AIPAC personnel and a reporter for The Post. The government has the right to demand strict confidentiality from government officials and others who swear to protect its secrets. The Justice Department errs egregiously and risks profound damage to the First Amendment, however, when it insists that private citizens -- academics, journalists, think tank analysts, lobbyists and the like -- also are legally bound to keep the nation's secrets. The prosecution in effect criminalizes the exchange of information."

SOME COMMENTS:  The question is a legal one - what is the documents classified as Top Secret.  If they were then it should be illegal for anyone to pass them on.  If the documents were not then it should be legal for anyone to pass them on.  Unfortunately we cannot tell from this editorial if they were classified as Top Secret or not.

Editorial: A Toe in the Water - 'Direct diplomacy' with Iran and Syria starts small
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/08/AR2009030801389.html
Monday, March 9, 2009; Page A14

QUOTE: "Yet the Obama administration, Syria and Israel may all benefit by engaging even in negotiations that go nowhere. The appearance of better relations with the United States may attract more European investment and diplomatic support for Syria; it may also inject an irritant into relations between Syria and Iran. Mr. Netanyahu's unwillingness to discuss Palestinian statehood may draw him toward talks with Syria despite his pledges. Such modest movement may be all Mr. Obama can hope for from "direct diplomacy," at least in the short term."

SOME COMMENTS:  this editorial commends Obama and Clinton's cautious approach to reaching out to problematic countries in the Middle East.  The other question is that maybe their claims against Israeli policies and practices should be taken seriously and examined seriously, and if they are found to be true, then acting accordingly may be do more than anything else to bridging the gaps between the USA and these other contries in the Middle East.
Charles Freeman Orchestrated His Own Fall

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031301856.html

By Frank R. Wolf

Saturday, March 14, 2009; Page A15
QUOTES:  none

SOME COMMENTS:  none
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(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org
1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).

(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
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VIII.  DETAILS FOR ALL OF THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
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(I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (7)

============================

Opinion: Zionism is the problem

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-ehrenreich15-2009mar15,0,6684861.story
By Ben Ehrenreich 

March 15, 2009

Is anti-Zionism hate?

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/la-oe-pearl15-2009mar15,0,556480.story
By Judea Pearl 

March 15, 2009

Israeli and Palestinian groups accept rights medal

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Netherlands_Rights_Award.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israeli and Palestinian groups receive prestigious Dutch human rights award

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-netherlands-rights-award,0,2741568.story
Israeli and Palestinian groups accept rights medal

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1103ap_eu_netherlands_rights_award.html
Israeli and Palestinian groups accept rights medal

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031302373.html
The Associated Press 

Friday, March 13, 2009

OPINION: Mideast Peace Can Start With Economic Growth

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123681701494502447.html
By DANIEL DORON

MARCH 12, 2009

Banned from traveling, Palestinian activist to receive rights prize by teleconference

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-activist-banned,0,2176966.story
Palestinian activist to get prize by video

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_activist_banned.html
Palestinian activist to get prize by video

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031101500.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; 2:29 PM

Israel bans Palestinian activist from travel

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Activist_Banned.html
Israel bans Palestinian human rights activist from travel to Netherlands to receive prize

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-activist-banned,0,4189075.story
Israel bans Palestinian activist from travel

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_activist_banned.html
Israel bans Palestinian activist from travel

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031002159.html
By IAN DEITCH, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009

OPINION: Islam Should Prove It's a Religion of Peace  - Muslims can start with better Quranic scholarship.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123655519762565889.html
By TAWFIK HAMID

MARCH 9, 2009

=====================================

(I.13)  The Vatican (7)

=====================================

Pope Concedes 'Mistakes' in Bishop Controversy

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031200732.html
By Mary Jordan, Washington Post Foreign Service

Friday, March 13, 2009; A08

Pope: Vatican made errors in Holocaust denial case

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1103ap_eu_vatican_holocaust_denial.html
Pope admits errors and takes frank look at controversy over Holocaust-denying bishop

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-vatican-holocaust-denial,0,4070673.story
By VICTOR L. SIMPSON | Associated Press Writer

1:49 PM CDT, March 12, 2009

Report: Pope says `mistakes' on Holocaust denier

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_REL_Vatican_Holocaust_Denial.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Papal letter concedes Vatican made 'mistakes' in case of Holocaust-denying bishop, paper says

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-rel-vatican-holocaust-denial,0,2568992.story
Report: Pope says 'mistakes' on Holocaust denier

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1103ap_eu_rel_vatican_holocaust_denial.html
Report: Pope says 'mistakes' on Holocaust denier

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031101313.html
By FRANCES D'EMILIO, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009

In Letter to Bishops, Pope Admits ‘Mistakes’

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/12/world/europe/12pope.html
By RACHEL DONADIO

Published: March 11, 2009

Pope admits Holocaust denier affair was mishandled

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031101719.html
By Philip Pullella, Reuters

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; 12:32 PM

Pope to visit Muslim, Jewish sites in Mideast trip

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Pope_Mideast.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Pope Benedict XVI to visit Dome of Rock, Western Wall during his 1st papal trip to Mideast

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-pope-mideast,0,863924.story
Pope to visit Muslim, Jewish sites in Mideast trip

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_pope_mideast.html
Pope to visit Muslim, Jewish sites in Mideast trip

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031000920.html
By DIAA HADID, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; 12:55 PM

Around the World - Pope to Visit Middle East

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/08/AR2009030802156.html
From News Services

Monday, March 9, 2009; Page A10

=====================================

(I.12)  Turkey (1)

=====================================

Turkey warms to Clinton's candor

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0309/p06s01-wogn.html
By Yigal Schleifer | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 9, 2009 edition

==================================

(I.10) Saudi Peace (3)

==================================

Why Syria and Saudi Arabia are talking again

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0312/p07s04-wome.html
By Nicholas Blanford | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 12, 2009 edition

Saudi Arabia's king hosts prominent Arab leaders in effort to draw Syria away from Iran

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-saudi-arab-summit,0,4381018.story
Saudi hosts Arab leaders to try to undermine Iran

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_saudi_arab_summit.html
Saudi hosts Arab leaders to try to undermine Iran

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031102823.html
The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; 4:33 PM

Saudi and Syrian leaders to meet as ties warm

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031000512.html
by Souhail Karam, Reuters 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; 6:33 AM 

===================================

(I.9) Protests against Israel (2)

===================================

Iraqi Shoe-Thrower Gets Three Years

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031200383.html
By Anthony Shadid, Washington Post Foreign Service

Friday, March 13, 2009; A08

OPINION EUROPE - The Swedish Emirate  - Malmö follows Dubai's example and treats Israeli athletes like pariahs.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123663456334076141.html
From today's Wall Street Journal Europe.

MARCH 10, 2009

=================

(I.8) Egypt (1)

=================

Questions for Jehan Sadat: The War Widow

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/15/magazine/15wwln-q4-t.html?_r=1
Interview by DEBORAH SOLOMON

Published: March 10, 2009

================

(I.7) Iran (11)

================

GUEST COLUMN: United States can’t ignore Iran’s genocidal incitement

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2009/03/15/cotlered_0315.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By IRWIN COTLER
Sunday, March 15, 2009

Iran signs $3.2-billion natural gas deal with China

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-iran-china15-2009mar15,0,7270025.story
By Borzou Daragahi

March 15, 2009

U.S., Israel Disagree on Iran Arms Threat

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031003626.html
By Peter Finn, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; Page A04 

Officials: Iran does not have key nuclear material

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031002371.html
By PAMELA HESS, The Associated Press

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; 12:13 AM

US begins to reach out to Iran, but slowly and cautiously

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0311/p02s01-usfp.html
By Howard LaFranchi | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 11, 2009 edition

Another reformer enters Iran's presidential race

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031001049.html
By ALI AKBAR DAREINI, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; 2:21 PM

Officials disagree with Israeli assessment, say Iran does not yet have nuclear warhead fuel

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-intelligence-threats,0,6455278.story
Officials: Iran does not have key nuclear material

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1152ap_intelligence_threats.html
By PAMELA HESS | Associated Press Writer

10:13 PM CDT, March 10, 2009

Iran still lacks arms-grade nuclear material: U.S

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031001145.html
By Randall Mikkelsen, Reuters 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; 12:23 PM

Defense Officials: Iran Lacks Arms-Grade Nuclear Material

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123669881018384215.html
Associated Press

MARCH 10, 2009, 2:31 P.M. ET

Around the World - 70-Mile Missile Tested

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/08/AR2009030802156.html
From News Services

Monday, March 9, 2009; Page A10

Around the World: IRAN - Atomic Bomb Possible, Israeli Official Asserts

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/08/AR2009030802156.html
From News Services

Monday, March 9, 2009; Page A10

=================

(I.4) Hamas (5)

=================

Israeli envoys make final push to free soldier

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/15/AR2009031500128.html
By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press

Sunday, March 15, 2009; 11:42 PM

MIDDLE EAST NEWS  Israel's Olmert Sets Deadline for Prisoner Release

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123711878021232161.html
Associated Press

MARCH 15, 2009, 8:23 A.M. ET

Olmert makes final effort to free soldier

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/14/AR2009031401391.html
by Ori Lewis, Reuters

Saturday, March 14, 2009; 4:55 PM

Olmert, in His Final Days in Office, Faces Key Choice on Captive Israeli

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031303148.html
By Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Saturday, March 14, 2009; Page A10 

British lawmaker secretly meets Hamas leader

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Hamas_British_Lawmaker.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Renegade British lawmaker holds secret meeting with Hamas leader, gets honorary passport

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-hamas-british-lawmaker,0,4202882.story
British lawmaker secretly meets Hamas leader

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_hamas_british_lawmaker.html
British lawmaker secretly meets Hamas leader

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031102262.html
The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009

===================================

(I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (2)

===================================

In ruins for 18 months, a Palestinian enclave languishes in disrepair

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0311/p04s01-wome.html
By Nicholas Blanford | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 11, 2009 edition

Israel-Lebanon borders stable despite attacks

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_Lebanon_Israel.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israel-Lebanon border area has longest period of stability in decades despite recent attacks

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-lebanon-israel,0,5293922.story
Israel-Lebanon borders stable despite attacks

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_un_un_lebanon_israel.html
Israel-Lebanon borders stable despite attacks

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031003988.html
By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009

=======================

(I.2) Syria talks (4)

=======================

Netanyahu ally says met Syrian officials in U.S.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031002938.html
By Dan Williams, Reuters

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; 8:42 PM

Peace with Israel possible, says Syria's Assad

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030900483.html
by Asma al-Sharif, Reuters 

Monday, March 9, 2009; 9:40 AM

U.S. Seeks to Woo Syria, but Price Could Be Steep

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123655643125466125.html
By JAY SOLOMON and NADA RAAD

MARCH 9, 2009

Syria leader: Site bombed by Israel built over

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_syria_nuclear.html
Syria leader: Site bombed by Israel built over

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030901350.html
The Associated Press 

Monday, March 9, 2009; 1:00 PM 

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (4)

===============================

U.N. Says Iran Broke Weapons Ban

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123673405099190313.html
By JOE LAURIA

MARCH 11, 2009

U.S. Rebukes U.N. Official for Sharp Words

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031003364.html
By Colum Lynch, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; Page A12 

Interpol reviews Iran request for Israeli arrests

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031001858.html
by Crispian Balmer, Reuters 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; 2:02 PM

Arab role needed to solve Iran nuclear issue: ElBaradei

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030902192.html
Reuters 

Monday, March 9, 2009; 6:20 PM 

===========================================

(II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (6)

===========================================

American wounded by Israeli troops has surgery

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_American_Wounded.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
American undergoes extensive surgery after hit by tear gas canister fired by Israeli troops

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-american-wounded,0,4895036.story
American wounded by Israeli troops has surgery

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_american_wounded.html
American wounded by Israeli troops has surgery

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/14/AR2009031400302.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press 

Saturday, March 14, 2009

WORLD: BRIEFLY - American protester critically hurt

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/printedition/2009/03/14/world0314.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Around the World: WEST BANK - American Hurt in Clash

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031303414.html
From News Services 

Saturday, March 14, 2009

American Injured in Clash at Israeli Barrier

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/14/world/middleeast/14westbank.html
By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: March 13, 2009

American protesting in West Bank critically hurt

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/403615_israel14.html
American badly hurt in clash with Israeli military

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031301823.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Friday, March 13, 2009

Sudan, North Korea among least free states: report

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030901622.html
By Robert Evans, Reuters 

Monday, March 9, 2009; 2:37 PM 

Rights group demands freeze on West Bank quarries

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030900489.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press

Monday, March 9, 2009; 2:06 PM

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (9)

==========================

British: Progress made on plan to stop Gaza arms

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/EU_Britain_Gaza_Weapons.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
British officials say progress made on plan to stop Gaza arms flow; more discussions planned

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-britain-gaza-weapons,0,6587452.story
British: Progress made on plan to stop Gaza arms

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_eu_britain_gaza_weapons.html
British: Progress made on plan to stop Gaza arms

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/14/AR2009031400876.html
By GREGORY KATZ, The Associated Press 

Saturday, March 14, 2009

Around the World - 9 Plan to Halt Arms Flow to Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031303414.html
From News Services

Saturday, March 14, 2009; Page A11

Nine nations agree plan to combat arms flow to Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031302611.html
By Adrian Croft, Reuters 

Friday, March 13, 2009; 5:51 PM

Final Gaza toll shows 960 civilians killed: group

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031202118.html
by Douglas Hamilton, Reuters 

Thursday, March 12, 2009; 8:38 PM

Stressed Gazans turn to meditation after war

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Postcard_Breathing_Deeply.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Postcard from Gaza: Stressed counselors turn to meditation, deep breathing after war

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-postcard-breathing-deeply,0,4314320.story
Stressed Gazans turn to meditation after war (3/11/09)

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_gaza_postcard_breathing_deeply.html
Stressed Gazans turn to meditation after war

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031200074.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Thursday, March 12, 2009

`Color Purple' author tours Gaza

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Other_Entertainment/ML_Palestinians_Alice_Walker.html
Author Alice Walker hopes she and others can help Obama see Gaza's suffering

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-alice-walker,0,816870.story
'Color Purple' author tours Gaza

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_alice_walker.html
`Color Purple' author tours Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031100643.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009

Why Hamas is even more popular after the Gaza war

http://features.csmonitor.com/globalnews/2009/03/11/why-hamas-is-even-more-popular-after-the-gaza-war/
By Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent

Date: 03.11.09

Wedding in rubble: One Gaza couple looks forward

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_A_Gaza_Wedding.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
A wedding in the rubble: One young Gaza couple is looking to the future

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-a-gaza-wedding,0,5758471.story
Wedding in rubble: One Gaza couple looks forward

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_a_gaza_wedding.html
Wedding in rubble: One Gaza couple looks forward

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031001530.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Tuesday, March 10, 2009

Hamas's popularity rises after Israel's Gaza war

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030901045.html
by Douglas Hamilton, Reuters 

Monday, March 9, 2009; 10:45 AM 

===========================================

(II.3) settlement building & protests (1)

===========================================

Housing Spat Strains Israeli-U.S. Ties

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123656001618066655.html
By CHARLES LEVINSON

MARCH 9, 2009

=====================================

(II.2) Separation barrier in WB (1)

=====================================

Israel's wall forces further detours

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031101734.html
By Ivan Karakashian, Reuters

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; 12:37 PM 

===========================================

(III.3) Palestinian Culture & Society (2)

===========================================

WORLD IN BRIEF: Deal aids students in occupied lands 

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/printedition/2009/03/13/world0313.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
From News Services

Friday, March 13, 2009

American and Palestinian colleges form partnership

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_University_Cooperation.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
US, college to offer degrees to West Bank Palestinians enrolled in joint program

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-university-cooperation,0,6782921.story
American and Palestinian colleges form partnership

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_university_cooperation.html
American and Palestinian colleges form partnership

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031201555.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 12, 2009

============================================

(III.2) International Aid to Palestine (2)

============================================

MIDDLE EAST NEWS: U.S. Complains of Blocked Gaza Aid

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123690562809414299.html
By CHARLES LEVINSON

MARCH 13, 2009

U.S. queries Israel's toilet-paper rules for Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031102336.html
By Adam Entous, Reuters

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; 2:23 PM

===========================================

(III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (7)

===========================================

Palestinian groups agree to hold elections by January

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/15/AR2009031500711.html
By Alaa Shahine, Reuters 

Sunday, March 15, 2009; 5:43 PM

Hamas, Fatah still at odds over Israel attitude

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031301124
By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters

Friday, March 13, 2009; 12:55 PM

WORLD IN BRIEF: Militants urge halt in rocket fire

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/printedition/2009/03/13/world0313.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
From News Services

Friday, March 13, 2009

Hamas, in rare move, condemns Gaza rocket fire

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031201230.html
By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 12, 2009; 9:51 AM

Palestinians struggle with differences over Israel

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Unity_Talks.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Official: Palestinians struggling with differences toward Israel in unity talks

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-unity-talks,0,2662271.story
Palestinians struggle with differences over Israel

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_unity_talks.html
Palestinians struggle with differences over Israel

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031201097.html
By SALAH NASRAWI, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 12, 2009

Rival Palestinians start reconciliation, unity government talks

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-reconciliation,0,5113582.story
Palestinian rivals begin reconciliation talks

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031003051.html
By HADEEL AL-SHALCHI, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 10, 2009; 7:12 PM

Palestinian unity talks face low expectations

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030901730.html
By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters

Monday, March 9, 2009; 2:38 PM

==================

(IV.) ISRAEL (2)

==================

WORLD IN BRIEF: Rescued hiker falls from copter

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/printedition/2009/03/13/world0313.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
From News Services

Friday, March 13, 2009

Israeli hurt by mine falls to death from chopper

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Chopper_Fall.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israeli wounded in minefield falls to his death from rescue chopper

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-chopper-fall,0,559253.story
Israeli hurt by mine falls to death from chopper

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_chopper_fall.html
Israeli hurt by mine falls to death from chopper

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031202096.html
The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 12, 2009

======================================

(IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (6)

======================================

Israel's Netanyahu and Livni make new contact

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031302608.html
By Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Reuters 

Friday, March 13, 2009; 5:48 PM

Israel’s likely top envoy a nationalist

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/printedition/2009/03/13/mideast0313.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By Steven Gutkin, Associated Press

Friday, March 13, 2009

Livni, Netanyahu said weighing alliance talks

Atlanta Journal-Constitution - BAD LINK

Livni, Netanyahu said weighing alliance talks

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031302670.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Friday, March 13, 2009; 6:22 PM

Nationalist rising fast in Israeli politics

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Liebermans_Rise.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Nationalist rising fast in Israeli politics

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_liebermans_rise.html
Nationalist rising fast in Israeli politics

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031201772.html
By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press

Thursday, March 12, 2009

Netanyahu aide says Obama agrees on Iran, at least

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031202799.html
By Claudia Parsons, Reuters 

Thursday, March 12, 2009; 5:41 PM

Former Israeli leader says innocent of sex crimes

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Katsav.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Former Israeli president says he's innocent of rape, other sex crimes against former employees

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-katsav,0,7369268.story
Former Israeli leader says innocent of sex crimes

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_katsav.html
Former Israeli leader says innocent of sex crimes

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031202110.html
The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 12, 2009

==============================

(IV.2) Culture in Israel (6)

==============================

In southern Israel, ordinary life takes the most abnormal turns 

http://features.csmonitor.com/globalnews/2009/03/15/in-southern-israel-ordinary-life-takes-the-most-abnormal-turns/
By Ilene R. Prusher

Date: 03.15.09

Israelis flock to support family of captured soldier in last-minute appeal to government

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-captured-soldier,0,2461022.story
Israelis support captured soldier's family (3/12/09)

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_captured_soldier.html
Israelis support captured soldier's family

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031300181.html
By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press 

Friday, March 13, 2009; 2:34 AM

Sderot Journal - An Israeli Playground, Fortified Against Rockets

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/12/world/middleeast/12israel.html
By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: March 11, 2009

For Israel, Sderot Symbolizes Conflict's Toll

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031003264.html
By Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009; Page A11

Israeli kids get rocket-proofed indoor playground

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Rocketproof_Playground.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Battered Israeli town opens hardened indoor recreation center to give kids safe place to play

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-rocketproof-playground,0,2073540.story
Israeli kids get rocket-proofed indoor playground

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_rocketproof_playground.html
Israeli kids get rocket-proofed indoor playground

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/10/AR2009031002575.html
By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press
Tuesday, March 10, 2009

Captured Israeli's parents set up protest camp

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/09/AR2009030900685.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Monday, March 9, 2009; 7:40 AM

======================================================

(V.4) USA Aid/Israel Lobby/USA business w/Israel (2)

======================================================

Sears Holdings Corp. acquires Delver.com, an Israel-based social search engine company

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-tue-t6-brief-sears-online-03mar10,0,6351472.story
Chicago Tribune

March 10, 2009

Sears acquires Delver.com in online expansion effort

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-biz-sears-delver-march09,0,3796793.story
By Sandra M. Jones | Tribune staff reporter

2:03 PM CDT, March 9, 2009

================================

(V.3) USA Academic Freedom (1)

================================

Saudi Academy outside DC updates Islamic studies textbooks; some provocative passages remain

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-saudi-academy,0,7561207.story
Saudi Academy in Va. revises Islamic history books

http://www.seattlepi.com/national/1110ap_saudi_academy.html
Saudi Academy in Va. revises Islamic history books

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/12/AR2009031200514.html
By MATTHEW BARAKAT, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated March 12, 2009

==============================

(V.1) USA Foreign Policy (32)

==============================

On Point  - A Parting Shot That Maligns Obama, Too

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031302800.html
By Charles Lane

Sunday, March 15, 2009; Page A15 

He Blames the Israel Lobby. But the Job Wasn't Worth It.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031302096.html
By Mark M. Lowenthal

Sunday, March 15, 2009; Page B02

Cheney says Obama’s policies are making the U.S. less safe

http://features.csmonitor.com/politics/2009/03/15/cheney-says-obamas-policies-are-making-the-us-less-safe/
By Jimmy Orr

Date: 03.15.09

Mideast Press Questions Obama - Top Intelligence Pick's Pullout Blamed on 'Pro-Israel Hawks'

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/14/AR2009031401605.html
By Walter Pincus, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Sunday, March 15, 2009; Page A08

Charles Freeman Orchestrated His Own Fall

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/13/AR2009031301856.html
By Frank R. Wolf

Saturday, March 14, 2009; Page A15

America must find courage to stand up to Israel, injustice

http://www.ajc.com/services/content/printedition/2009/03/13/barghouthied0313.html
By Mustafa Barghouthi

Friday, March 13, 2009

Seems like old times in Middle East

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-oped0313geyermar13,0,2523666.story
Georgie Anne Geyer 

March 13, 2009

The Country's Loss

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031103213.html
By David S. Broder

Thursday, March 12, 2009; Page A19

Intelligence Pick Blames 'Israel Lobby' For Withdrawal
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