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PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  149
 

Full details of all these articles (authors, titles, links, etc.) can be found at the end of the online version of this Media Report/Action Alert found at:
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20090308.doc
 

2. Special Focus Articles for this Week:

56 total articles, op-eds and editorials by major Middle East reporters were included in this week’s Media Report/Action Alert (of which 38 were reviewed).

The main problem with the quality of reporting in these articles was clear bias toward Israel characterized by the regular omission of important facts as well as the intensity of situations which made Israel look bad.

But we still see clear evidence that the taboo against criticizing Israel continues to crumble, which leads to an overall slow improvement in the accuracy of articles about the Middle East conflict.

II.  THIS WEEK'S TOTAL ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Total  Articles & Activist Opportunities:
(TOPIC I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (2 articles) - 2 issues - some US allies are a bit worried by the radical new direction of Obama politics afraid for example that efforts to woo Iran may empower it.  The article on British PM Brown's speech before Congress described it as focusing mainly on 3 topics needing a new direction (the economic crisis, global warming and the Middle East), and in honoring ailing Ted Kennedy who was just honored with Knighthood in Britain.

(TOPIC I.13)  The Vatican (2 articles) - the Pope has agreed to come to the Middle East in May, and will visit the Holocaust Museum and Bethlehem amongst other important sites

(TOPIC I.12)  Turkey (3 articles) - during Obama's first trip to the Middle East as President he will go to Turkey, and meantime there has been secret meetings between Turkey and Israel to renew and repair their relationship since the Turkish PM outburst over Gaza at Davos.

(TOPIC I.10) Saudi Peace (1 article article) - Saudi minister says the Arab nations should stand up to Iran bullying.

(TOPIC I.9) Protests against Israel (9 articles) - protests against Israel once again circle the globe - (1) affecting even Visa regulations for some countries, (2) violence racks protests at tennis match in Sweden, (3) Mauritania expels its Israeli ambassador, (4) UK cancels Embassy move because of new settlement expansions, and finally (5) in light of increasing anti-Semitism, many EU countries admit they don't even track such incidents.

(TOPIC I.8) Egypt (1 article) - 3rd attack on a foreigner occurs in Egypt in protest over Gaza.

(TOPIC I.7) Iran (23 articles) - 4 main issues - (1) Iran tests a new missile and announces it can reach Israeli nuclear facilities, (2) US Admiral and Israeli intelligence both announce they believe that Iran now has enough nuclear fuel for a bomb, (3) US outreach to Iran (including an invite to sit in on Afghan talks) draws a diversity of reactions, many negative or anxious, (4) Iran throws a conference in support of Hamas to contrast Egypt's conferences raising funds for PA, (5) Clinton accuses Iran of intimidation, and expresses pessimism.

(TOPIC I.4) Hamas (1 article) - review of new book on the history of Hamas.

(TOPIC I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (5 articles) - Britain reaches out to Hezbollah, while Israeli soldier shoots into Lebanon at anti-Israel graffiti, and US reassures Lebanon that its talks with Syria will never threaten Lebanon.

(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (15 articles) - US reaches out to Syria and Assad seems to respond while others express anxiety and urge caution, meanwhile Syria tussels with Cyprus over captured boat carrying weapon material for Hamas. 

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (12 articles) - 5 main issues are covered - (1) UN head and Vatican express support for anti-Racism conference, which Italy subsequently pulls out of, and (2) US declares it will return to observer status at HR Council, and meantime (3) International Criminal Court issues warrant for war crimes for arrest of Sudanese President, which raises questions about what is going to happen with Israel accused of war crimes in Gaza, and others, (4) Iran seeks Interpol warrants for Israelis accused of war crimes in Gaza, and (5) head of IAEA criticizes Iran and Syria.

(TOPIC II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (1 article) - criticism of Israeli exploitation of Palestinian natural resources focuses on rock quarries who's processing also brings up issues of environmental discrimination because Israel does not regulate their pollution like it does within itself.

(TOPIC II.9) Home Demolitions in WB (10 articles) - Jerusalem Mayor proceeds with processing home demolitions in Palestinian community adjacent to Jerusalem over international protests including Clinton, claiming the homes were built or expanded without permits, but instead everyone knows it is meant to expand a park built around Jewish archaelogical artifacts and themes being directed by a settler's group.

(TOPIC II.5) Jerusalem attacks (2 articles) - another E.Jerusalem Palestinian commandeers a bulldozer and attacks Israelis on a Jerusalem street.

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (8 articles) - 4 issues - (1) Israel and Hamas continue almost daily exchanges of rockets and air raids mostly on smuggling tunnels, while (2) rebuilding is held up almost indefinitely by the Israeli blockade, which is protested internationally, because of stalled negotiations between Israel, Hamas, the PA and Egypt over such topics as prisoner exchanges and unity talks, (3) meantime famous author Alice Walker tours Gaza, and (4) leading British medical journal, The Lancelet, publishes articles and editorial on how the blockade is escalating serious medical and mental problems in Gaza.  But the Lancelet has actually been doing this for years - check it out - search using keyword "Gaza" at http://www.thelancet.com/.

(TOPIC II.3) settlement building & protests (3 articles) - in light of recent announcement of additional settlement expansions outside Jerusalem rings, (1) Abbas asks Clinton for help stopping settlement expansion, (2) Clinton says she will approach Netanyahu about the issue, and (3) UK cancels Embassy move in protest. 

(TOPIC II.1) Palestinian POWs (1 article) - convicted Palestinian is released from US prison. 

(TOPIC III.2) International Aid to Palestine (10 articles) - (1) donor conference in Egypt raises more than PA asked for to help with Gaza rebuilding, (2) US pledges $900 million which includes $300 million for Gaza, but makes it clear it must not help Hamas,  (3) which becomes a huge issue that holds up actual delivery of the aid to Gaza, while (4) Gazans say they don't want aid as much as open borders.

(TOPIC III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (10 articles) - Palestinian PM Salam Fayyad resigns as gesture to help along unity talks.

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (4 articles) - 3 issues - (1) past president to be indicted for sex crimes, and (2) present PM to be indicted for corruption charges, and (3) Knesset study declares Israelis inadequately protected against future chemical weapons attack and the conventional rockets already being shot from Gaza and Lebanon.

(TOPIC IV.4) Israeli Democracy Struggles (1 article) - Israeli Supreme Court upholds travel ban on head of Al-Haq thus forbidding him from travelling to Europe to accept HR award because in the past he had a membership in a terrorist group, which he claims was not really a membership.

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (2 articles) - Oscar winning Israeli filmmaker makes short film about Gaza destruction.

(TOPIC IV.1) Nuclear Arsenal (1 article) - Russia and US are working on new nuclear arms control agreements which will affect others like Israel.

(TOPIC V.2) USA Culture (1 article) - a Chicago play uses Middle East foods as way to explore the Middle East conflict.

(TOPIC V.1) USA Foreign Policy (21 articles) - 4 main issues - (1) in light of conservative win in Israeli elections but with continued uncertainty as Netanyahu struggles to form a government, Clinton diplomatic approach to the Middle East is ruled more by caution in comparison to her more lively approach to Asia, and thus also drawing parallels to Bush/Rice slowness there, but she also (2) is expressing strong support for both Abbas and 2-state solution, and (3) reaching out more to former enemies (which is generating some anxiety and calls for more caution), and (4) Obama's pick for major intelligence post, Charles Freeman draws major criticism for past support of Chinese crackdown on protests and criticism of Israel and strong connection to Saudi Arabia.

2.  Special Focus Reporters:
The totals for this week’s special focus articles were –

TOTAL WIRE SERVICE ARTICLES = 22 reviewed

TOTAL STAFF ARTICLES = 29 total (11 reviewed and18 listed but not reviewed)

TOTAL OP-EDS = 3 reviewed

TOTAL EDITORIALS = 2 reviewed

TOTAL ARTICLES listed = 56 (38 reviewed)
Amongst these articles we saw clear examples of bias toward Israel with the main evidence being an unwillingness to publish background facts which make Israel look bad.  Sometimes the reporters seem to think that if they publish too many of these facts then that shows a bias against Israel because so many of them are bad.  Its as if they forget that if Israel does a lot of bad things, then it looks bad, because it is bad.  Some important examples of bias seen repeatedly in this week’s selection of articles are:

1. a tendency to omit the fact that the original purpose of the Israeli blockade of Israel was to make life so miserable for the Palestinians living in Gaza that they would as a consequence kick out Hamas.

2. Another important background fact omitted in most articles was how practically the entire international community has judged that the blockade is inhumane and an example of collective punishment in direct contradiction to claims by the Israeli government that they are letting through enough humanitarian supplies while forbidding supplies that might benefit Hamas somehow or contribute its re-arming.

3. All articles omitted mention of the main factor motivating the conflict in the first place being the multiple crimes of Israel reflected in the corresponding UN resolutions violated by Israel (28 in the Security Council and over 100 in General Assembly) and numerous reports and studies by international human rights groups as well as internal human rights and peace groups.  These crimes include  –

a. Refusing to respect Palestinian right to return to their ancient ancestral homeland inside what is now Israel, and their right to practice their political rights there;

b. Internal discriminatory laws within Israel against non-Jews;

c. The illegal features of the WB occupation (annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan, settlements, wall, harassment at checkpoints, discriminatory permitting of economic commerce, exploitation of Palestinian natural resources, etc.).  Also the occupation itself is most likely illegal because it is clearly not defensive;

d. Practice of collective punishment against Gaza (the blockade) and in the West Bank (neighborhood demolitions and closures and curfews, and harassment at checkpoints, the wall and settlements, etc.).

The actual reporters listed and reviewed were --

WIRE SERVICE REPORTERS

ASSOCIATED PRESS - Ibrahim Barzak (2 articles), Robert Burns (5 articles), Josef Federman (0), Matti Friedman (2 articles), Steven Gutkin (0), Aron Heller (1 article), Ben Hubbard (3 articles), George Jahn (2 articles), Karen Laub (2 articles), Mark Lavie (1 article), Matthew Lee (0), Amy Teibel (3 articles), Steve Weizman (1 article)

REUTERS - Adam Entous (0), Allyn Fisher-Ilan (0), Joseph Nasr (0)
STAFF REPORTERS - Richard Boudreaux (1 article), Ethan Bronner (1 article), Borzou Daraghi (0), Jeffrey Fleishman (0), Linda Gradstein (0), Isabel Kershner (1 article), Glenn Kessler (8 articles), Ashraf Khalil (0), Charles Levinson (1 article), Joshua Mitnick (0), Dion Nissenbaum (6 articles), Scott Peterson (1 article), Ilene R. Prusher (3 articles), Paul Richter (4 articles), Jay Solomon (3 articles), Griff Witte (0)
OP-ED COLUMNISTS - Tom Gross (1 op-ed), David Ignatius (1 op-ed), Steve Inskeep (1 op-ed)

EDITORIALS - New York Times (1 editorial), Wall Street Journal (1 editorial)

Below we will list the articles, their pertinent information including link, and finally some sample quotes and comments from our editorial staff.

Many articles were also published in more than one newspaper, and often under a slightly modified title.  Those are listed as well so that you can see which newspapers published which articles and if they changed the title too much.  Otherwise you can read a review of any number of reporters work for this week and write them and their newspapers a review. Choose one reporter or two, or however many you wish.
ASSOCIATED PRESS - all staff can be contacted through the email address - info@ap.com
-------------

IBRAHIM BARZAK

ARTICLE INFO -

Israeli aircraft strike Gaza as rockets fall

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/40916537.html
Israeli aircraft strike Gaza as rockets fall

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030702236.html
By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press

Sunday, March 8, 2009; 3:19 AM

QUOTE - "Rocket fire by Gaza militants and Israeli retaliatory airstrikes have become nearly daily occurrences. Israel halted a military offensive aimed at ending the rocket fire on Jan. 18, but sporadic violence persists as Egypt-mediated talks on a long-term truce have failed to yield results."

SOME COMMENTS - no mention of the inhumanity of the blockade, or of the other illegal actions by Israel thata fuel the conflict.    Israel's crimes being not respecting Palestinian ROR, internal discriminatory laws, the many illegal features of the WB occupation and the practice of collective punishment in the WB and Gaza.  Plus there is the fact that if Israel stopped these crimes then it would most likely cease to exist - what does that imply about the nature of Israel.  For example if Israel respected Palestinian ROR which is its legal and moral obligation, then most likely the returning refugees would vote out the Israeli government and by extension the "Jewish State".  In this way Israel's existence is dependent on perpetrating an international crime.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Islamic Jihad says 2 killed in Gaza airstrike

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030500137.html
By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 2:56 AM

QUOTE - ".... Islamic Jihad official Abu Ahmed vowed Thursday morning that his group would avenge the killings.... "Our rockets and our resistance will not stop," he said. "We know where and when we will take revenge for these crimes."   A short time later, a rocket fired from the northern Gaza strip landed in empty ground in southern Israel, the military said. There were no reports of casualties and it was not immediately clear if the incidents were related."

SOME COMMENTS - with no mention of either the inhumanity of the blockade or the other crimes by Israel which fuel the conflict, this report makes the tit-for-tat exchanges of Israel and Hamas appear to take place without any reason or in an overall atmosphere of peace.    Israel's crimes being not respecting Palestinian ROR, internal discriminatory laws, the many illegal features of the WB occupation and the practice of collective punishment in the WB and Gaza.  Plus there is the fact that if Israel stopped these crimes then it would most likely cease to exist - what does that imply about the nature of Israel.  For example if Israel respected Palestinian ROR which is its legal and moral obligation, then most likely the returning refugees would vote out the Israeli government and by extension the "Jewish State".  In this way Israel's existence is dependent on perpetrating an international crime.

-------------

ROBERT BURNS

ARTICLE INFO -
Clinton rips Iran’s acts to ‘intimidate’

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/printedition/2009/03/05/mideast0305.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Tehran accused of seeking to intimidate region

http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2009/03/05/tehran_accused_of_seeking_to_intimidate_region/
By Robert Burns, Associated Press

Thursday, March 05, 2009

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS – not reviewed
NEXT ARTICLE -

Clinton accuses Iran of seeking to intimidate

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/US_Presidential_Cabinet/EU_Clinton_Iran.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Clinton blasts Iran for posing missile threat, promoting terrorism and seeking to intimidate

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-eu-clinton-iran,0,4224567.story
Clinton accuses Iran of seeking to intimidate

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics/AP/story/932615.html
Clinton accuses Iran of seeking to intimidate

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/politics/2008812910_apeuclintoniran.html
Clinton accuses Iran of seeking to intimidate

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030402592.html
By ROBERT BURNS, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 9:19 PM

QUOTE - "The main source of friction is Iran's nuclear program, which the United States and many in the international community believe is intended to produce weapons. The Iranians insist their program is designed solely for civilian energy production. The U.S. also is critical of Iran's efforts to spread its influence across the greater Middle East by supporting the militant Hezbollah group in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza. The U.S. also has been critical of Iran's support of Shiite extremists in Iraq."

SOME COMMENTS - Clinton's focus on Iran and Hamas and Hezbollah, which is strongly encouraged by Israel, illustrates how they distract from the real problem of Israel's multiple crimes against the Palestinians which are the real fuel behind the conflict, and until they are solved, then there will not be a real peace in the region.    Israel's crimes being not respecting Palestinian ROR, internal discriminatory laws, the many illegal features of the WB occupation and the practice of collective punishment in the WB and Gaza.  Plus there is the fact that if Israel stopped these crimes then it would most likely cease to exist - what does that imply about the nature of Israel.  For example if Israel respected Palestinian ROR which is its legal and moral obligation, then most likely the returning refugees would vote out the Israeli government and by extension the "Jewish State".  In this way Israel's existence is dependent on perpetrating an international crime.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Obama sending diplomats to Syria in peace probe

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1152ap_ml_clinton_mideast.html
By ROBERT BURNS, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated March 3, 2009 2:01 p.m. PT

QUOTE - "The Syria move is one element in a complex set of diplomatic maneuvers the Obama administration is juggling as it attempts to steer a new course toward a broad Middle East peace that includes long-term stability in Iraq and a squelching of Iran's nuclear ambitions.... The outlook is clouded by Israel's struggle to create a unity government after inconclusive national elections last month, internal divisions in the Palestinian Authority that is Israel's peacemaking partner and the militant rule of Hamas in the Gaza Strip. The man President Barack Obama chose to attempt to navigate those hazards, George Mitchell, accompanied Clinton in her talks Tuesday with Israeli leaders.... Clinton said that while success for the Syrian outreach was not assured, it reflected Obama's determination to take a new approach to foreign policy.  "There is no way to predict what the future of our relations concerning Syria might be," Clinton told reporters. But she suggested that the administration had weighed the potential costs and benefits to stepping up its engagement".... Clinton was not specific about what the U.S. emissaries - Mideast experts Daniel Shapiro of the National Security Council and Jeffrey Feltman of the State Department - would seek to achieve in Damascus, beyond what she called exploring issues of concern to the United States. Last month Feltman met with Syria's ambassador to Washington, Imad Moustapha, to raise U.S. concerns, including human rights, nuclear weapons and terrorism, and several members of Congress have visited Damascus in recent weeks.... Clinton spoke of a "double reality" - the suffering of Palestinians in Gaza as a result of the recent Israeli air and ground assault, and unacceptable rocket attacks by Hamas on southern Israel, which Israel cites as a reason not to expand the border crossings."

SOME COMMENTS - the "double reality" is actually more than what she thinks.  It is true that the first part is the responsibility of all to protect civilians, including the Israeli civilians who are targets of rockets from Gaza, but the other side of the reality is not just the suffering of the Palestinians of Gaza, but that Israel is actively perpetrating multiple crimes against the palestinians both in Israel (apartheid-like discriminatory laws) and against the Palestinians in the West Bank (illegal occupation and its illegal attributes) and Gaza (collective punishment of the blockade) and in diaspora in general by denying them return to their own ancestral homeland to exercise their legally backed political rights.  And it is this "double reality" that makes the situation so confusing for people and which also distracts from Israeli crimes.    Israel's crimes being not respecting Palestinian ROR, internal discriminatory laws, the many illegal features of the WB occupation and the practice of collective punishment in the WB and Gaza.  Plus there is the fact that if Israel stopped these crimes then it would most likely cease to exist - what does that imply about the nature of Israel.  For example if Israel respected Palestinian ROR which is its legal and moral obligation, then most likely the returning refugees would vote out the Israeli government and by extension the "Jewish State".  In this way Israel's existence is dependent on perpetrating an international crime.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Clinton calls for action to forge Mideast peace

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6289777.html
Clinton calls for action to forge Mideast peace

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/927439.html
Clinton issues blunt call for Mideast peace - Says 2-state solution still U.S. goal

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/402035_mideast03.html
Clinton calls for action to forge Mideast peace

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030200208.html
By ROBERT BURNS, The Associated Press

Monday, March 2, 2009; 3:35 PM

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - this article discusses the efforts of Clinton and the Obama administration to reach out to all the countries of the Middle East as part of its effort to also develop a peaceful solution to the conflict between Israel and Palestine.  In describing Clinton's obsession with the rocket fire from Gaza, again we have an excellent illustration of how the rocket fire is distracting from the real issue of the conflict - Israel's many ongoing crimes against the Palestinians which are the real fuel behind the conflict.  All of her effort will be for nothing if she does not do something about Israel's crimes.

NEXT ARTICLE -

U.S. plans $300 million Gaza humanitarian aid

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/news/stories/2009/03/02/mideast0302.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Clinton to announce $300 million pledge to Gaza (3/1/09)

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/headline/world/6288442.html
U.S. pledging $300 million in humanitarian aid to Gaza

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/40524062.html
Clinton to announce $300 million pledge to Gaza (3/1/09)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/01/AR2009030100802.html
By Robert Burns, Associated Press

Monday, March 02, 2009

QUOTE - "Getting U.S. humanitarian aid to Gaza quickly is complicated by the U.S. refusal to funnel it through the Hamas militant movement that rules the coastal territory. Wood said the U.S. aid that does not go directly to the Palestinian Authority would be funneled to Gaza through international organizations and agencies.... The secretary of state also carried hopes of finding a path toward an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal."

SOME COMMENTS - this article describes the vast sums of money going to the PA to help with development and recovery in Gaza.  This is necessary to help with emergency needs, but it does not provide a long-term solution which I believe the Obama administration is well aware of.  But there is no word on what is neccessary to provide a long-term solution to the conflict.

-------------

JOSEF FEDERMAN - no articles this week

-------------

MATTI FRIEDMAN

ARTICLE INFO -

Clinton cautions Israel, opens door to Syria

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/printedition/2009/03/04/mideast0304.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By Matti Friedman, Associated Press

Wednesday, March 04, 2009

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - Clinton is in a tough spot.  Our Israeli ally, now headed by Netanyahu, is opposed to her ideas for peace - a Palestinian state.  And in the meantime she follows his lead and focuses on Iran and Hamas instead.  Thus it would seem that Hamas is right - so far there is no change from the Bush years and it appears that she does "approves of occupation and its crimes", meaning mostly the settlements, and completely does not acknowledge Israel's other crimes (internal discrimination laws and violation of Palestinian RoR, etc.).

NEXT ARTICLE -

US: 'Inescapable' movement to Palestinian state

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/ML_Mideast_Clinton.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
US: 'Inescapable' movement to Palestinian state 

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6291652.html
US: 'Inescapable' movement to Palestinian state

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/929739.html
US: 'Inescapable' movement to Palestinian state

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_ml_mideast_clinton.html
US: 'Inescapable' movement to Palestinian state

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/03/AR2009030301061.html
By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Tuesday, March 3, 2009; 2:59 PM

QUOTE - "Clinton signaled that an open quarrel with Israel was unlikely, stressing the close relationship between the two countries and saying Israel must ultimately decide what is in its best interests.... "We happen to believe that moving toward the two-state solution, step by step, is in Israel's best interests. But obviously it's up to the people and the government of Israel to decide how to define your interests," she said.... Several Netanyahu aides said his talks with Clinton focused on Iran and Gaza. The aides said Netanyahu asked that the U.S. set a deadline for Iran to respond to its diplomatic overtures, but he did not say what the U.S. should do if the deadline passes."

SOME COMMENTS - Clinton is in a tough spot.  Our Israeli ally, now headed by Netanyahu, is opposed to her ideas for peace - a Palestinian state.  And in the meantime she follows his lead and focuses on Iran and Hamas instead.  Thus it would seem that Hamas is right - so far there is no change from the Bush years and it appears that she does "approves of occupation and its crimes", meaning mostly the settlements, and completely does not acknowledge Israel's other crimes (internal discrimination laws and violation of Palestinian RoR, etc.).

-------------

STEVEN GUTKIN - no articles found this week

-------------

ARON HELLER

ARTICLE INFO -

Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Jerusalem.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton criticism, will keep demolishing illegally built homes

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-jerusalem,0,160295.story
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11843789?IAD
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6295492.html
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/934304.html
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_jerusalem.html
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030501717.html
By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 1:10 PM

QUOTE - "Israel has issued orders for the demolition of dozens of Palestinian homes in east Jerusalem. Palestinians say they cannot receive proper building permits from Israeli authorities, and the planned demolitions are means to assert Israel's control over the disputed city.... Israel captured east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war and annexed the area. But the annexation isnot internationally recognized, and the Palestinians seek east Jerusalem as capital of a future independent state.... On Thursday, the city's mayor, Nir Barkat, said Jerusalem was a victim of a double standard and a campaign of Palestinian disinformation.... "I totally reject the notion that we are kicking people out of their homes, that is not the case," he said. "If you build illegal houses, you pay the consequence ... I expect people to obey the law."... "In west and east Jerusalem, the planning process and the ability to give licenses needs improvement," he said. "However, it is not an excuse for people to build illegally." Barkat said he was acting to expedite the licensing procedure.... The vast majority of housing construction in east Jerusalem has been for Jews, not Palestinians, and the area lags other parts of the city in infrastructure investment."

SOME COMMENTS - this article explains both sides of the conflict pretty well, and gives brief background, and then mentions briefly the inequities that exist.  But once again by not also relaying the intensity of the different points, an inaccuracy in reporting does occur.  Two crucial examples of this undermine the accuracy of this article - (1) Mr. Heller's inadequate description of the many illegal aspects of the occupation he briefly refers to, and (2) Israel's home demolitions is not just a matter of law enforcement and inadequate permitting, but is a matter of real injustice because of the scope and history of the practice throughout the length of the occupation, which indicates that it is a tool of illegal land grabbing and political oppression.  For these same reasons it is also important to make it clear that Israel does not suffer unfair condemnation or a double standard - because of the degree of its criminal activity - international condemnation is well earned.    Israel's crimes being not respecting Palestinian ROR, internal discriminatory laws, the many illegal features of the WB occupation and the practice of collective punishment in the WB and Gaza.  Plus there is the fact that if Israel stopped these crimes then it would most likely cease to exist - what does that imply about the nature of Israel.  For example if Israel respected Palestinian ROR which is its legal and moral obligation, then most likely the returning refugees would vote out the Israeli government and by extension the "Jewish State".  In this way Israel's existence is dependent on perpetrating an international crime.

-------------

BEN HUBBARD

ARTICLE INFO -

Israeli court examines travel ban on rights leader

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Travel_Ban.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Palestinian rights advocate asks Israel for permission to attend prize ceremony in Europe

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-travel-ban,0,5185928.story
Israeli court examines travel ban on rights leader

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11841971?IAD
Israeli court examines travel ban on rights leader

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/933762.html
Israeli court examines travel ban on rights leader

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_travel_ban.html
Israeli court examines travel ban on rights leader

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030500488.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 8:54 AM

QUOTE - "Israel has barred Shawan Jabarin, the director of al-Haq, from traveling to the ceremony in the Netherlands next week. Foreign Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor said the ban is based on Jabarin's membership in the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, a tiny PLO faction considered a terror group by Israel.... Jabarin said he briefly joined the group as a university student years ago and has not been a member since then. Israeli human rights groups have challenged the ban. "

SOME COMMENTS - no background info given on for example Israel's record of isolating HR leaders or deporting or imprisoning elected officials, or any of Israel's other crimes which fuel the conflict.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Oscar-nominated animator makes film on sealed Gaza

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Gaza_Film.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Oscar-nominated animator makes short film about effects of Israel's blockade on Gaza

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-gaza-film,0,6792118.story
Oscar-nominated animator makes film on sealed Gaza

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_gaza_film.html
Oscar-nominated animator makes film on sealed Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030402101.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 1:42 PM

QUOTE - "An Israeli creator of the Oscar-nominated "Waltz with Bashir" released a short film Wednesday about the effects of his country's Gaza blockade on Palestinians. Yoni Goodman said he hoped the 90-second animated film, "Closed Zone," would draw attention to the plight of Gaza's civilians. "People talk about Hamas, but there are many civilians there who are not Hamas supporters but who are suffering from this blockade," the animator said. Israel has kept Gaza's borders largely sealed since the Islamic militant Hamas took over the seaside territory in June 2007. Since then, Israeli has heavily restricted Palestinians from leaving Gaza and limited the goods that can enter. The closed borders are a major issue in both peace talks and proposals to reconstruct Gaza after Israel's three-week offensive ended in January. Both Palestinians and international aid groups say the borders must be opened to allow in much-needed living supplies."

SOME COMMENTS - This article is excellent for its focus on the inhumanity of the blockade.  It might have been even better if they had mentioned outside sources verifying its inhumanity including its status as an international crime of collective punishment.  It might have also helped to mention that the original intention of the blockade was to motivate with suffering Gaza residents to throw out Hamas, which is also a crime, which it seems US journalists have forgotten about.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Jerusalem_Competing_Roots.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11824594?IAD
Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife 

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6290759.html
Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/929774.html
Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_jerusalem_competing_roots.html
Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/03/AR2009030300318.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press

Tuesday, March 3, 2009; 3:29 AM

QUOTE - "Silwan, a ramshackle neighborhood in east Jerusalem, sits atop a site Israelis call the City of David, named for the biblical monarch who ruled a Jewish kingdom from the spot 3,000 years ago. Jews consider the site an essential link to their ancient history, and the government has designated it an archaeological park.  But the park's expansion is prevented by the Arab homes. Arab residents acknowledge they lack building permits, but say they owned the land before Israel occupied east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast War. They consider the demolition orders an attempt to diminish their presence in the capital of a hoped-for Palestinian state.... Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat said in a written statement last week that the government had issued no new orders for the area, but added that "Illegal construction is illegal construction no matter where it is." Israel's Interior Ministry had rejected residents' permit requests on their private land because the area is intended for "public recreational use," not for residential construction, Barkat said.  Palestinian residents of Silwan worry that the current City of David Museum is just the beginning of a massive redesign of the area to complete the archaeological park. The park land is allocated by the government but developed by the Elad Foundation, an organization associated with Jewish settlers committed to preventing Israel from ceding the area in a peace deal.... Efrat Cohen-Bar, of the Israeli group Bimkom, which advocates equal planning rights for Palestinians, said Arabs often build illegally in areas like Silwan because city plans have given their communities little room to expand. Only 34 percent of the 70,500 dunams (17,400 acres) of east Jerusalem occupied by Israel in the 1967 Middle East war _ including both open space and population centers _ were designated for Arab residents, she said. Growing populations soon expanded outside their designated areas.  Rishe said he and his wife spent their whole lives in Silwan but built their home a year and a half ago on land owned by her family. Rishe lives in the four-room house with his wife, aunt, and six children."

SOME COMMENTS - this article adequately expresses both sides of the home-demolition conflict, and hints at the inequities involved, such as the fact that the Arabs owned that land before it was captured by Israel in 1967, and have suffered unequal access to building permits to match their natural population growth, and the connection of the project to the plans of a settler political group, but the inequities again are much more intense than this because of Israel's long record of home demolitions and confiscation of Palestinian land - which when exposed clearly shows israel's intentions to shrink Palestinian areas into smaller and smaller isolated enclaves.  Again this another example of how a reporters refusal to describe the intensity of a situation seems to be what he thinks demonstrates his unbias when it is actually an inaccurate portrayal of the situation.

-------------

GEORGE JAHN

ARTICLE INFO -

Diplomats: Syria pressures Cyprus over ship cargo

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/EU_EU_Syria_Ship_Seized.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Diplomats: Syria pressuring Cyprus over ship carrying explosives possibly for Gaza

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-eu-syria-ship-seized,0,6535685.story
Diplomats: Syria pressures Cyprus over ship cargo

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11833170?IAD
Diplomats: Syria pressures Cyprus over ship cargo

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6292952.html
Diplomats: Syria pressures Cyprus over ship cargo

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/931776.html
Diplomats: Syria pressures Cyprus over ship cargo

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_eu_eu_syria_ship_seized.html
Diplomats: Syria pressures Cyprus over ship cargo

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030400924.html
By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 7:19 AM

QUOTE - "The U.S. military said it could not legally detain the ship, which it said was headed for Syria. The vessel continued on to Port Said, Egypt, and then on Jan. 29 docked in Cyprus, where its cargo _ described by Cypriot officials as material that could be used to manufacture munitions _ was offloaded. The Cypriot government says the ship breached a U.N. ban on Iranian arms exports.... Israel and the United States accuse Iran and Syria of supplying Hamas with weapons, something both Mideast nations deny. Israel launched a 22-day offensive on Hamas-controlled Gaza in late December to halt militants' rocket fire on Israelis and the smuggling of arms that turned Hamas into a threat to much of southern Israel. A government official from a country in the region told the AP that Ghufari's delegation "was instructed to reach secret agreements with Cyprus" that would allow the Syrians to receive at least part of the cargo at the Syrian port of Latakia. Two Cypriot government employees familiar with Ghufari's visit could not confirm that, saying the subject was not broached at least in formal meetings the Syrian official had with his Cypriot hosts."

SOME COMMENTS - this straight-forward article describes this problem only in terms of the embargo against Iran, and mentions nothing about its alleged destination of Gaza and Hamas, and what that is all about.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Chief nuke inspector chides Iran, Syria

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11818394?IAD
Chief nuke inspector chides Iran, Syria

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6289389.html
Chief nuke inspector chides Iran, Syria

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/928561.html
Chief nuke inspector chides Iran, Syria

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_eu_nuclear_iran_syria.html
Chief nuke inspector chides Iran, Syria

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030200921.html
By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 

Monday, March 2, 2009; 10:46 AM

QUOTE - "ElBaradei urged both nations to show increased cooperation, in comments to the opening session of the IAEA's 35-nation board. Unless Iran opens up its nuclear activities to greater agency examination, the IAEA "will not be in a position to provide credible assurances about the absence of undeclared nuclear material and activities," he said. Additionally, the agency "was unable to make any progress on ... concerns about possible military dimensions of Iran's nuclear program because of lack of cooperation by Iran," he said. On Syria _ which has blocked repeated IAEA requests for new inspections _ ElBaradei said Damascus has either ignored questions asked by agency experts on the nature of its nuclear activities or provided only partial information that in some cases was already known. The U.S. also focused on Syria and Iran at the meeting Monday, in comments reflecting the new administration's willingness to negotiate with both nations after years of confrontation under the former presidency. "

SOME COMMENTS - no comment on Israel's nuclear program and complete lack of cooperation with the IAEA and subsequent violation of multiple UN resolutions on the matter, which is a major motivation for the other nuclear programs in the region

-------------

KARIN LAUB

ARTICLE INFO -

Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Waiting_for_Aid.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
With borders closed, Gazans wonder when they can start rebuilding homes and lives

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-waiting-for-aid,0,3783125.story
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11860751?IAD
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6298957.html
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/937737.html
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/40898357.html
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_gaza_waiting_for_aid.html
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030701044.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Saturday, March 7, 2009; 1:23 PM

QUOTE - "Not until Israel and Egypt allow in huge amounts of cement, steel and other building supplies _ lifting the border blockade they imposed in response to Hamas' violent takeover of Gaza in June 2007. This could take weeks or months and perhaps not happen at all. Israel's government is in transition, with Prime Minister-designate Benjamin Netanyahu still struggling to form a coalition government. He has called for toppling Hamas, and may be reluctant to allow unfettered access that could boost the Islamic militants. The outgoing government has only allowed humanitarian aid, much of it food, into Gaza since it ended its three-week offensive Jan. 18. It argues that building supplies and other goods could benefit Hamas. Meanwhile, Gaza militants keep firing rockets at Israeli towns, and Israeli aircraft target rocket squads and the smuggling tunnels under the Gaza-Egypt border that bring in not only consumer goods, but also weapons and cash for Hamas. Israel has linked an opening of borders to a cease-fire deal with Hamas and the release of a Hamas-held Israeli soldier in a prisoner swap. Egypt wants Hamas to reconcile with its rival, moderate Western-backed Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, before it opens its border crossing with Gaza.... "We have obviously expressed concerns about the border crossings," she said of her March 3 meeting with outgoing Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak. "We want humanitarian aid to get into Gaza in sufficient amounts to be able to alleviate the suffering of the people in Gaza."  But Clinton remained vague on the key point _ whether aid means more than food, kitchen utensils and clothes.... "We are in need of pressure from the world, the civilized world, on Israel to open these crossings," said Mahmoud Abu Shahla, a Gaza business leader.  However, while donors promised almost twice the $2.8 billion in aid requested by Abbas, they offered no practical plan for starting reconstruction if borders remain closed. Instead, they appear to be waiting for two long-shot developments to untangle the Gaza knot: a cease-fire and a power-sharing agreement between Hamas and Abbas.... It would mean jobs for tens of thousands of Gazans in the first phase of reconstruction alone... Dore Gold, a former Israeli ambassador to the U.N., who is close to Netanyahu, said the Israeli leader will order a review of policy, including the Gaza blockade, once he has formed his government. Gold said Israel would want to make sure that Hamas does not benefit from reconstruction.  He compared the Gaza offensive to Israel's 2006 war with Hezbollah in Lebanon.... "Hezbollah used the reconstruction of Lebanon to re-establish its influence in the Shiite community," he said. "

SOME COMMENTS - the article adequately describes both sides of the issue concerning opening the blockade but fails to describe how Israel does not allow in enough humanitarian supplies in contradition to its claims according to much of the international community which has declared the blockade collective punishment.  Again this is an example of a reporter thinking that by not describing the intensity of something then he is being objective and unbiased, when actually this is a form of inaccuracy.  The fact is... that the facts make one side look very bad - but that is the accurate picture of the situation.  The accurate picture is that one side looks very bad - Israel - even though Israel needs to protect its citizens against the rockets (which are illegal attacks on civilians), the rest of Israel's actions make it look really bad - much worse in comparison to the rocketeers, and in fact are the reasons why the rocketeers are doing what they are doing.  Just because a righteous cause has some supporters who are making bad decisions (by choosing illegal tactics) that is not a reason to condemn the entire cause.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Gazas_Hope.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11819156?IAD
Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6289678.html
Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/928868.html
Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_gazas_hope.html
Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030201328.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Monday, March 2, 2009; 2:18 PM

QUOTE - "Even some tunnel smugglers who profit from Gaza's blockaded borders say they'd rather import legally through open crossings than risk Israeli bombing raids and shaft collapses.  "I want a cease-fire and open borders. Crossings are better than tunnels," said 22-year-old smuggler Abu Mahmoud, leaning over a shaft as workers tried to clear a 300-foot stretch of tunnel that had collapsed under an Israeli airstrike.  The closure of Gaza, imposed by Israel and Egypt after a violent Hamas takeover in June 2007, has deepened poverty and fostered militancy. A three-week military offensive in Gaza by Israel caused considerable destruction but left the militants in power.  Now donor countries have to find a way to rebuild Gaza. On Monday in Egypt, donors pledged a total of $5.2 billion for Gaza and Hamas' main rival, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas.  Aid officials say reconstruction is only possible with open borders. But Israel and Egypt have set conditions that include a complicated prisoner swap between Israel and Hamas, and reconciliation between Hamas and Abbas."

SOME COMMENTS - protest this article -- this is a misleading article - dropping important facts such as that the blockade was started to motivate with suffering the people of Gaza to get rid of Hamas, and that the Israelis do not allow through adequate humanitarian supplies in contradiction to their claims, and thus because of these two point the international community has labeled the blockade collective punishment.  We guess here that the author thinks she is being unbiased by dropping the facts that are particularly condemning of one side - but that is a form of bias and inaccuracy.

-------------

MARK LAVIE

ARTICLE INFO -

Israel believes Iran can build nuclear weapons

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Iran.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israel says Iran has capability for bomb (3/9/09)

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/03/09/israel_says_iran_has_capability_for_bomb/
Israeli military intelligence chief: Iran now capable of building nuclear weapons

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-iran,0,4839737.story
Israel believes Iran can build nuclear weapons

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11866163?IAD
Israel believes Iran can build nuclear weapons 

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6299980.html
Israel believes Iran can build nuclear weapons

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/939013.html
Israel believes Iran can build nuclear weapons

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/40922362.html
Israel believes Iran can build nuclear weapons

http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/03/08/international/i101224D32.DTL
Israel believes Iran can build nuclear weapons 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008828545_apmlisraeliran.html
Israel believes Iran can build nuclear weapons

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/08/AR2009030800638.html?sub=AR
By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Sunday, March 8, 2009; 1:12 PM

QUOTE - "Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said he did not object in principle to the idea of U.S-Iran talks, but he warned that Iran could use the contacts to stall while it readies its nuclear arsenal. Olmert said that would be unacceptable.  Israeli strategic analyst Yossi Alpher said Yadlin's determination must be taken seriously. "It clearly renders the entire issue of how to deal with Iran both for the Obama administration and for Israel more urgent," he said. "It affects possible diplomatic initiatives, sanctions and the military option."  Last week an Iranian leader declared that Iran's missiles can strike all of Israel's nuclear facilities. The main Israeli reactor is in the southern Negev desert, and a smaller research reactor is closer to the center of the country.  Experts quoted in foreign publications believe Israel has several hundred nuclear weapons. Israel neither confirms nor denies reports about its nuclear capabilities."

SOME COMMENTS - the article fails to mention that Israel's nuclear arsenal is the largest in the region and Israel refuses to cooperate with the IAEA in violation of numerous UN resolutions, and that this is a major motivator for the other countries of the region to follow the same course - pursue nuclear weapons and refuse cooperation with the IAEA.

-------------

Matthew Lee - no articles found this week

-------------

AMY TEIBEL

ARTICLE INFO -

Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Former_President.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Former Israeli Prresident Moshe Katsav to be charged with rape

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-former-president,0,3902829.story
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11866203?IAD
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6300006.html
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/939038.html
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/40922787.html
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/03/08/international/i104038D34.DTL
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008828599_apmlisraelformerpresident.html
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/08/AR2009030800688.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Sunday, March 8, 2009; 1:40 PM

QUOTE - "Former Israeli President Moshe Katsav will be charged with raping a woman who once worked for him and other sex crimes against former female employees, the Justice Ministry said Sunday.  The charges stem from a series of complaints filed by four women who worked for Katsav when he was tourism minister in the 1990s and president earlier this decade. They have accused him of crimes including rape, sexual assault and sexual harassment.  Katsav contends he is innocent and a victim of a political witch hunt. Nearly a year ago, he called off a plea bargain that would have allowed him to escape jail time.  Defense lawyer Tzion Amir told Israel TV that state prosecutors "don't have evidence or a case" and that his client would be "dramatically acquitted." ... Although Israel's presidency is a largely ceremonial position, the allegations roiled the country by portraying the man who was supposed to be Israel's moral compass as a predatory boss who forced himself on female employees."

SOME COMMENTS - straight forward article about ex-President facing inditement for sex crimes.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Israeli, Turkish foreign ministers meet secretly

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Turkey.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Israeli, Turkish foreign ministers meet in first high-level talks since Gaza tensions

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-turkey,0,85596.story
Israeli, Turkish foreign ministers meet secretly

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11844814?IAD
Israeli, Turkish foreign ministers meet secretly

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6295874.html
Israeli, Turkish foreign ministers meet secretly

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/934677.html
Israeli, Turkish foreign ministers meet secretly

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_turkey.html
Israeli, Turkish foreign ministers meet secretly

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030502407.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 4:20 PM

QUOTE - "Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni and Turkish Foreign Minister Ali Babacan met in Brussels to discuss opportunities to advance regional peacemaking, a statement from the Israeli ministry said. The two emphasized "the strategic importance of the firm relations between the two states" in advancing Mideast stability, the statement said.  Turkey, a secular country ruled by an Islamic-oriented government, has long been Israel's closest ally in the Muslim world, with wide-ranging military, economic and strategic ties. Last year, Ankara hosted months of indirect talks between Israel and Syria after an eight-year breakdown. But many Turks were outraged that hundreds of Palestinian civilians were killed during Israel's offensive against Gaza militants. In late January, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan stormed off a stage he shared with Israeli President Shimon Peres at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, after telling Peres, "You kill people.""

SOME COMMENTS - this reporter has a history of bias and inaccuracy - this article describes how the present PM and Turkish citizens protest Israeli treatment of Palestinians but does not tell why.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Palestinian in construction vehicle goes on rampage

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/03/06/palestinian_in_construction_vehicle_goes_on_rampage/
Palestinian driver goes on rampage in Jerusalem

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11841024?IAD
Palestinian driver goes on rampage in Jerusalem

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6295688.html
Palestinian driver goes on rampage in Jerusalem

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/933656.html
Palestinian driver goes on rampage in Jerusalem

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030500166.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 2:50 PM

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - protest this article - this reporter is clearly biased.  In contrast to past articles by others, this article does not describe the deprivations and injustices that Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem suffer from from inadequate infrastructure to threats of home demolitions (currently 88 in Salwa that even Clinton are protesting) and growing Israeli settlements while their own communities are strangled by a discriminatory system of building permits that favor Israelis.

-------------

STEVEN WEIZMAN

ARTICLE INFO -

Watchdog says few Israelis safe from chemical hit

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Chemical_Warfare.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Watchdog says few Israelis safe from chemical hit

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11819916?IAD
Watchdog says few Israelis safe from chemical hit

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6289980.html
Watchdog says few Israelis safe from chemical hit

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_chemical_warfare.html
Watchdog says few Israelis safe from chemical hit

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030201890.html
By STEVE WEIZMAN, The Associated Press 

Monday, March 2, 2009; 4:48 PM

QUOTE - "A parliamentary panel said Monday that most Israelis have no protection against chemical weapons attack and harshly criticized defense officials for what it called a "continuing mess" in failing to replace stockpiles of worn and obsolete gas mask and antidote kits....  Turning to another area, Monday's report said flawed decision-making by officials had caused years of failure to come up with an effective safeguard against rocket fire into southern Israel from Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and from the Lebanese Hezbollah militia in the north. The Israeli military said in a statement that it had studied the report's conclusions and was committed to correcting faults it raised."

SOME COMMENTS - this article details a Knesset report that is critical of the present government for not adequately protecting Israeli citizens in a number of ways from an ongoing multi-faceted external threat.  It refers to the Palestinian threat from Hamas but says nothing about why Palestinians and other Arab countries might want to attack Israel.  The article does not have to agree with these tactics, but the reason behind them could still be legitimate.  One group making poor tactical decisions does not condemn an entire movement, and its legitimacy is important background information why a country is under constant threat from its neighbors.  Thus this omission makes Israel look like a victim when it is actually the aggressor.

REUTERS - all staff can be reached through the Comment Input Form found on their website at this location - http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 
Adam Entous, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, and Joseph Nasr were not published this week in the 14 newspapers we surveyed.

NEWSPAPER STAFF REPORTERS
-------------

RICHARD BOUDREAUX (LOS ANGELES TIMES)

ARTICLE INFO -

Jerusalem eviction notice - Palestinians dig in their heels; Israel not budging

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-t6-palestinian-homes_0307mar08,0,1723775.story
By Richard Boudreaux | Tribune Newspapers

March 8, 2009

QUOTE - "Today the 80-year-old patriarch, his family and nearly 1,500 neighbors face eviction from their homes in the bustling urban neighborhood so the municipal government can raze the buildings and expand an archeological site devoted to Jewish history. Residents of the area, part of the Silwan district, are fighting back peacefully in the streets and the Israeli courts.  The dispute is an early test for the Obama administration as it tries to foster Israeli-Palestinian peace. Visiting Israel and the West Bank this week, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said the demolition plan was "unhelpful."  Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat called Clinton's criticism "a lot of hot air."  "If you build illegal houses, you pay the consequences," he told a group of American reporters.  The experience of three generations of Jalajels, however, sheds light on the complex realities that make any Israeli-Palestinian turf battle much more than a legal issue.By then Israeli authorities had become concerned about the rise in Arab population, which they perceived as a threat to their rule, and had set a goal to limit the number of Arabs in Jerusalem to about one-fourth of the city's population. Jalajel's permits were denied. He built anyway."

SOME COMMENTS - this article accurately ties the home demolitions in E. Jerusalem to Israel's fears of the Palestinian population growth.  But when are people going to protest to the area's elected officials that if a population is growing fast you don't exclude them - that is the population that you should then be serving - basic democratic principles.

-------------

ETHAN BRONNER (NEW YORK TIMES)

ARTICLE INFO -

Desert’s Sand and Rocks Become Precious Resources in West Bank Dispute 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/07/world/middleeast/07westbank.html
By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: March 6, 2009

QUOTE - "The Fourth Hague Convention of 1907 states that occupying powers may not remove natural resources, and that any gain obtained from their exploitation must be kept in a designated fund for the local population. That is how the United States military handles oil in Iraq. Since the status of the West Bank before Israel won it in the 1967 war is unclear — it was occupied by Jordan after 1948 — many Israeli legal experts say it is wrong to consider the West Bank a classically occupied territory. The Israeli Supreme Court has declined to rule on the legality of Israeli settlements, deeming them a political question even though legal experts abroad consider them illegal. Still, Israel’s justices have generally issued rulings on the occupation that parallel international law. In the early 1980s, they said that a road could not be built here if it did not benefit the Palestinians.  “A region apprehended in fighting is not an open field for economic exploitation,” the court said.  The trade association that represents Israel’s quarrying companies says that everything they do here is in keeping both with international law and with the regulations set down by the Israeli military, which controls the West Bank.  “Royalties are paid, and they are reinvested in the territories and that benefits the Palestinians,” said Dan Catarivas, director of foreign trade for the Manufacturers Association of Israel. “Most of what is quarried is used in the territories themselves, and that, too, is for the benefit of the population.”  But the 2008 government study on building materials found the opposite — that three-quarters of what is quarried in the West Bank goes to Israel. The remainder is bought by Palestinians on the open market. If there were a Palestinian state, that might still be the case, but the owners of the quarries would presumably be Palestinian and planning would be done by Palestinians.... Palestinian officials say they are troubled by the quarries for the same reasons that Israelis do not like to have them nearby.  “This industry is polluting Palestinian lands and populations,” said Hassan Abu-Libdeh, a special adviser to the Palestinian prime minister, Salam Fayyad. “And it is competing with our own industry. So we view it as an aggression. This is just another example of Israeli businesses thriving at the cost of the Palestinian economy.”"

SOME COMMENTS - this excellent article clearly describes an example of how Israel is exploiting the occupation for its own economic benefit, but fails to describe how this is the ancestral homeland of the Palestinian people, not just land they want for their future state.  It also describes it as a case of environmental discrimination (although not clearly implicating Israel as it should be) where Israel is willing to pollute in the territories in a way it is not willing to pollute in Israel itself.

-------------

BORZOU DARAGHI (LA TIMES) - no articles found this week

-------------

JEFFREY FLEISHMAN (LA TIMES) - no articles found this week

-------------

LINDA GRADSTEIN (WASHINGTON POST) - no articles found this week

-------------

STEVEN GUTKIN - no articles found this week

-------------

ISABEL KERSHNER (NEW YORK TIMES)

ARTICLE INFO -

Palestinian Authority leader to resign

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/03/08/palestinian_authority_leader_to_resign/
Premier Quits to Help Unify Palestinians

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/08/world/middleeast/08mideast.html?_r=1
Seeking unity, Palestinian official to resign

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/03/08/MNJ916B9SH.DTL
By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: March 7, 2009

QUOTE - "Salam Fayyad, the prime minister of the Western-backed Palestinian Authority, on Saturday submitted his government’s resignation, saying he hoped that it would help efforts to form a Palestinian unity government with the Islamic group Hamas.... But a senior adviser to Mr. Fayyad said it was also intended as “a shock to the system” and a message to Israel and the United States.  The adviser.... said that Mr. Fayyad felt that he was being “taken for granted” by Israel and the United States, especially because Israel had continued construction in the West Bank, and the United States had not done enough to stop this.... The resignation announcement was widely seen as a conciliatory gesture to Hamas.... Mr. Fayyad, 56, is unpopular with Hamas and has made enemies within Fatah, some of whose members felt sidelined by his government in Ramallah.  He served as the finance minister in a previous unity government established in March 2007. That government was led by Hamas, which won parliamentary elections in 2006, and included some members of Fatah, but it never gained the international recognition it craved. In June 2007, after a brief but bloody factional war, Hamas seized control of Gaza, routing the pro-Fatah forces loyal to Mr. Abbas.  Mr. Abbas then fired the government and appointed Mr. Fayyad to lead a caretaker government made up mainly of technocrats. Hamas rejected the move and set up its own administration to rule Gaza. Mr. Fayyad’s government, therefore, governed only in the West Bank. The separation of the two territories has further complicated efforts to achieve a Palestinian state.... The Palestinians’ need for national reconciliation increased after Israel’s offensive in Gaza, with the international community refusing to channel any reconstruction funds through Hamas. The United States, the European Union and Israel classify Hamas as a terrorist organization and refuse to deal with it unless it renounces all violence, recognizes Israel’s right to exist and accepts previous Israeli-Palestinian agreements."

SOME COMMENTS - this article covers a number of issues relevant to the resignation of PM Fayyad including the ongoing Israeli settlement expansion and the need for a unity government with Hamas, but does not elaborate on why the settlements would be objectionable or why a unity government is essential in terms of getting the blockade lifted and why the blockade is so bad.  Both sets of facts make Israel look bad, and Kershner has always had a problem with that making her articles often biased.

-------------

GLENN KESSLER (NEW YORK TIMES)

ARTICLE INFO -

On Clinton's Travels, a Duality in Style

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030701765.html
By Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer

Sunday, March 8, 2009; A10

QUOTE - "But compared with her visit to Asia last month, this trip had a different diplomat on display.  In Asia, Clinton generated headlines with frank remarks, such as when she questioned the efficacy of sanctions against the repressive junta in Burma, spoke openly about a possible succession crisis in North Korea and said she expected to make little progress on human rights in China.  This week, she was more cautious, especially in the Middle East. She was often careful to hew to talking points, and her answers to reporters' questions were more opaque. She also was less available for sustained give-and-take with the reporters traveling with her. Not counting short news conferences, she conducted one briefing for reporters on her plane in seven days of travel. In Israel, she never publicly mentioned long-standing U.S. concerns about settlement expansion in Palestinian territories. When questioned about settlements in Ramallah, on the West Bank, she avoided uttering a word that might have upset Israeli leaders: Instead of "settlements," she referred to "that issue.""

SOME COMMENTS - this article draws attention to an interesting contrast without speculating about its political implications - that Clinton was less forthcoming in Israel than in Asia, and made greater effort to reach out to traditional Arab enemies (of both US and Israel).  Rather protests might be more constructively addressed directly to Clinton's office (http://contact-us.state.gov/cgi-bin/state.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php or http://blogs.state.gov/ or 202-647-6575) over her lack of directness about the settlements which makes her less potent than even Bush's impotence in the face of Israeli actions.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Clinton Offers Iran A Specific Overture - Suggests Inclusion in Afghanistan Parley

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030501501.html
By Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Friday, March 6, 2009; Page A10

QUOTE - "In the Obama administration's first specific overture to Iran, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said Thursday that the Islamic republic should be invited to a high-level conference on Afghanistan later this month being organized under U.S. auspices.  The meeting would offer Clinton her first face-to-face encounter with her Iranian counterpart, even as the administration confronts Iran over its links to terrorist groups and its nuclear program. Throughout her tour of the Middle East and Europe this week, Clinton has mixed tough talk about Iranian behavior with expressions of hope that areas of cooperation can be found, frequently citing Afghanistan.  Clinton's trip has been dominated by efforts to reach out to governments that had strained relations with the Bush administration. She dispatched envoys to Syria, pushed for a rapprochement between Russia and NATO and has now publicly offered Iran an opening."

SOME COMMENTS - this article details and complexities of the Obama/Clinton efforts to reach out to Iran.  This article briefly mentions how our support of Israel complicates that effort.  It would be great to suggest to the media an investigative article that more thoroughly covers the impact of our support of Israel has had on our international relations and why it does - what Israel does to offend the world so much.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Clinton assails Israeli plan to raze Arab homes

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/03/05/MNMH1696TH.DTL
Clinton Criticizes Israel's Eviction, Demolition Plans

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030400287.html
By Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Thursday, March 5, 2009; Page A11

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - this article addresses and even directly mentions how much Clinton is currently like Conleeza Rice, which is not adequate for the help that Palestinians need in the face of Israeli injustices.  But in addition to mentioning the E.Jerusalem home demolitions and the blockade, the article could have also mentioned the new settlements being planned for the West Bank outside of E. Jerusalem as well to illustrate what the Palestinians are dealing with.  Protests could also be addressed directly to Clinton's office (http://contact-us.state.gov/cgi-bin/state.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php or http://blogs.state.gov/ or 202-647-6575).

NEXT ARTICLE -

For Clinton, Fewer Crowds in Mideast than Far East

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/on-the-plane/clinton-in-mideast-march-2009/clinton_draws_fewer_crowds_hea.html
By Glenn Kessler

March 5, 2009

QUOTE - "Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton has tried to make public outreach an important part of her busy diplomatic schedule, hoping to get outside the grand halls and meeting rooms of foreign governments and actually talk to ordinary people.  But on this Mideast trip, her outreach campaign has not been nearly as successful as her boffo Asian tour last month.... In Israel, Clinton met with a handful of women entrepreneurs and representatives of a nongovernmental organization, but it was an awkward event and Clinton was clearly tired. And since the event was unconnected to the administration's peace efforts, which is what reporters in the Mideast focus on, it generated no news coverage.... Maybe scoring news coverage is not the point, but it's unclear what Clinton learns by meeting with student groups that mostly ask her questions related to her celebrity.... The secretary might have gained more useful information, for example, by meeting with representatives of Palestinian nongovernmental groups. They could have described their struggles under Israeli occupation and the efforts to build a less corrupt government structure in the Palestinian territories.  Such groups did meet with Clinton's predecessor, Condoleezza Rice, during her visits to the region. Rice apparently wanted to get beyond the predictable talking points of the Palestinian officials. Her meetings with NGOs were not publicized, however."

SOME COMMENTS - this article again brings up Clinton's caution in Israel over discussing controversial issues, and here even less than Condoleeza Rice.  Again protests should be aimed directly at the State Dept. (http://contact-us.state.gov/cgi-bin/state.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php
 or http://blogs.state.gov/ or 202-647-6575).

NEXT ARTICLE -

U.S. envoys to take the pulse of Damascus

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/03/04/MN9M168CUO.DTL
U.S. Sends Senior Officials to Syria To Revive Relations

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/03/AR2009030300242.html
By Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; A09

QUOTE - ""It is obvious that this administration realizes that the deterioration of the relations between Syria and the U.S. was caused by the lack of dialogue, and it also realizes what such a dialogue could mean in terms of the stability and peace of the region," said Elias Murad, editor in chief of al-Baath newspaper.   "The authorities here are relaxed. They think Obama has sent a number of positive and eager messages," said Thabet Salem, another Syrian journalist, citing the appointment as Mideast special envoy of former senator George J. Mitchell, whose previous work with Israelis and Palestinians has been seen by Arabs as even-handed. "The region is also changing -- if there is no American occupation in Iraq, much of the tension will also go away.""

SOME COMMENTS - this article describes how close the US and Syria and Israel are and have been to opening direct negotiations, and how far apart they have been.  But the author only describes the issue of the Syrian Golan as at stake for the Syrians when they and everyone else in the region has issues with all of Israel's crimes, and it is all of these crimes which stand in the way of a final solution - but US media have a problem discussing all of these crimes even though it is essential for having a true understanding of the conflict because they make Israel look so bad - which is Israel is actually - afterall - they are facts.    Israel's crimes being not respecting Palestinian ROR, internal discriminatory laws, the many illegal features of the WB occupation and the practice of collective punishment in the WB and Gaza.  Plus there is the fact that if Israel stopped these crimes then it would most likely cease to exist - what does that imply about the nature of Israel.  For example if Israel respected Palestinian ROR which is its legal and moral obligation, then most likely the returning refugees would vote out the Israeli government and by extension the "Jewish State".  In this way Israel's existence is dependent on perpetrating an international crime.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Clinton Pessimistic on Iran Outreach

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030200597.html
By Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer

Tuesday, March 3, 2009; A08

QUOTE - "Israel maintains tight control of most crossings into Gaza in order to thwart efforts by Hamas to rearm itself, banning or restricting the importation of cement, steel rods and other materials necessary for construction. The blockade is also intended to persuade Gazans to reject Hamas.... a parade of presidents, foreign ministers and other dignities called on Israel to open up the borders. "The situation at the border crossings is intolerable. Aid workers do not have access. Essential commodities cannot get in," U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon told donors. French President Nicolas Sarkozy also urged Israel to open the border crossings, declaring, "Gaza should not actually be a prison with open skies."  At the news conference, held before Clinton flew to Jerusalem for talks on Tuesday and Wednesday, she refused to elaborate, saying she would wait until a new Israeli government is formed before publicly discussing specific policies. "

SOME COMMENTS - in this article Mr. Kessler quotes head of UN talking about the inhumanity of the blockade and also refers to the original purpose of the blockade was to force the people of Gaza to throw out Hamas - a very useful article.  But the article could have been greatly enhanced if it had referred to other international entities that also judged the blockade as inhumane and even a form of collective punishment and even to international law.

NEXT ARTICLE -

U.S. Talks Tough on Gaza Aid

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/01/AR2009030101746.html
By Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Monday, March 2, 2009; Page A10

QUOTE - "The additional money not aimed at Gaza comprises $200 million in budget support to pay wages -- much of which was previously announced -- and $400 million to support reform and development in the West Bank. The full package awaits congressional approval. Taken together, the announcements underscore how little the Obama administration's policy toward the Palestinian issue has thus far differed from the Bush administration's approach. Although Obama has named a Middle East envoy, a step President George W. Bush resisted, the policy that will be outlined at the conference indicates that, much like the previous administration, the Obama administration will maintain a tough stance on Hamas, seek to bolster the Islamist movement's rivals and maintain a cool distance from nascent efforts to create a Palestinian unity government. "Hamas is not getting any of this money," Wood emphasized.... Former British prime minister Tony Blair, a special envoy of the Quartet, briefly visited a United Nations school in Gaza on Sunday and later told the television network al-Jazeera that the images of devastation were "very shocking. One of the things we have got to do is have a different and better strategy for Gaza that actually helps get material in that supports the people." "

SOME COMMENTS - Unfortunately in this article Mr. Kessler only gives the Israeli side of the blockade, writing "Israel insists that any humanitarian aid should benefit the Palestinian Authority, not Hamas, and should pass through established agencies such as the United Nations, said Jonathan Peled, spokesman for the Israeli Embassy in Washington. Israel also wants projects to be individually identified so that the use of materials can be tracked, he said."  He does not relate the reality of the implementation of this policy is that not even enough humanitarian aid gets in which international entities have thus labeled collective punishment because many believe the implementation of this policy relates actually to the original purpose of the blockade which was to force the people of Gaza to reject Hamas by making them suffer until they do.

NEXT ARTICLE -

Clinton will pledge $300m in aid to Gaza

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/03/02/clinton_will_pledge_300m_in_aid_to_gaza/
U.S. to pledge $300 million in Gaza aid

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008800946_mideast02.html
By Glenn Kessler, The Washington Post

Originally published Monday, March 2, 2009 at 12:00 AM

QUOTE - "Israel maintains tight control of crossings into Gaza and will not allow entry of any items that it says could be used by Hamas to rearm. Israel bans or restricts the importation of cement, steel rods and other material necessary for construction.  International aid groups and Hamas have called for the crossings to be opened, saying the closings unfairly punish Gazan civilians. But the U.S. position on humanitarian aid is similar to the Israeli stance.  Israel insists any humanitarian aid should benefit the Palestinian Authority, not go to Hamas, and should pass through established agencies such as the United Nations, said Jonathan Peled, spokesman for the Israeli Embassy in Washington."

SOME COMMENTS - Mr. Kessler's article is good for mentioning how international aid groups have declared the inhumanity of the blockade, but the article would have explained so much more if it had mentioned that the original purpose of the blockade was to make the people of Gaza suffer so much they would force Hamas out, as he had in a previous article (see above).

-------------
ASHRAF KHALIL (LA TIMES) – no articles found this week.
-------------

CHARLES LEVINSON (WALL STREET JOURNAL)

ARTICLE INFO -

Clinton Vows 'New Path' in Mideast As She Arrives With Seasoned Team

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123594610114604391.html
By CHARLES LEVINSON

MARCH 2, 2009

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

-------------

JOSHUA MITNICK (CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR) - no articles found this week

-------------

DION NISSENBAUM (MCCLATCHY NEWS SERVICE)

ARTICLE INFO -

The Middle East - Jerusalem still sensitive topic

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/story/935310.html
By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy News Service

Posted on Friday, 03.06.09

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

Jerusalem mayor says Clinton has been misled on home demolitions

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/934732.html
Posted on Thursday, 03.05.09

By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

 ‘Bashir' animator portrays Gaza conflict in short film

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/932527.html
By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Wednesday, 03.04.09

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

Clinton's caution in Israel has some Palestinians grumbling

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/932790.html
By DION NISSENBAUM

Posted on Wed, Mar. 04, 2009

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

The Middle East - Clinton sending envoys to open talks with Syria

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/story/931439.html
Clinton is sending 2 key envoys to Syria

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/40701337.html
Posted on Wed, Mar. 4, 2009

By Dion Nissenbaum, McClatchy Newspapers

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

Clinton to send envoys to Syria, hoping to broaden peace efforts

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/930916.html
Posted on Tuesday, 03.03.09

By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

QUOTE - 

SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

-------------

SCOTT PETERSON (CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR)

ARTICLE INFO -

Iran turns up pressure on rights activists

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0303/p01s02-wome.html  

By Scott Peterson | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 3, 2009 edition

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

-------------

ILENE R. PRUSHER (CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR)

ARTICLE INFO -

Clinton visit: In a West Bank café, Palestinians ask how much will change

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0305/p05s01-wome.html
By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 5, 2009 edition

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

Clinton travels to a hardened Israel

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0304/p01s02-wome.html
By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 4, 2009 edition

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

Israeli limits stymie Gaza rebuilding

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0302/p01s02-wome.html
By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 2, 2009 edition

QUOTE – none 
SOME COMMENTS – not reviewed
-------------

PAUL RICHTER (LOS ANGELES TIMES)

ARTICLE INFO -

US cautiously moves toward Iran meeting

http://www.boston.com/news/world/europe/articles/2009/03/06/us_cautiously_moves_toward_iran_meeting/
U.S., Iran soon could talk face to face

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11848268?IAD
U.S. talks with Iran gain speed

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008819859_iran06.html
By Paul Richter, Los Angeles Times

Originally published Friday, March 6, 2009 at 12:00 AM

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

Clinton wary of Israeli moves - Secretary of state critical of razings in East Jerusalem

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-clinton-05mar05,0,4730328.story
Clinton criticizes Israel plan to raze Palestinian homes

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/washingtondc/la-fg-clinton5-2009mar05,0,3389719.story
By Paul Richter

March 5, 2009

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

US sending pair of emissaries to talk with Syria

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/03/04/us_sending_pair_of_emissaries_to_talk_with_syria/
Warily, U.S. reaches out to Syria

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-clinton-syria_04mar04,0,5929695.story
By Paul Richter | Tribune correspondent

March 4, 2009

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

Administration, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, aim to keep U.S. aid money from reaching Hamas

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-clinton-mideastmar02,0,1512406.story
By Paul Richter | Tribune correspondent

3:58 PM CST, March 2, 2009

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

-------------

JAY SOLOMON (WALL STREET JOURNAL)

ARTICLE INFO -

Diplomacy 'Reset' Worries Some U.S. Allies

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123634233183252441.html
By JAY SOLOMON and MARC CHAMPION

MARCH 7, 2009

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

MIDDLE EAST NEWS: U.S. to Press Netanyahu to Curb Settler Activity

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123616439788928201.html
By JAY SOLOMON and JOSHUA MITNICK

MARCH 4, 2009, 11:57 P.M. ET

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

NEXT ARTICLE -

Adm. Mullen Says Iran Has Material for Bomb

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123593870238604043.html
By JAY SOLOMON

MARCH 2, 2009, 3:01 A.M. ET

QUOTE - none
SOME COMMENTS - not reviewed

-------------

GRIFF WITTE (WASHINGTON POST) - no articles found this week


OP-ED COLUMNISTS
-------------

TOM GROSS

ARTICLE INFO -

OPINION EUROPE: Israel Can't Afford Any More Dangerous Concessions

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123594125500204049.html
By TOM GROSS | From today's Wall Street Journal Europe.

MARCH 2, 2009

QUOTE - "Hillary Clinton arrives in Israel today on her first visit since becoming Secretary of State, at a time when many influential people in America and beyond are clamoring for the Obama administration to pressure Israel into making major concessions. Before she succumbs to those pressures, she might want to bear in mind the pain Israel suffered the last time it was forced to make such concessions -- when Mrs. Clinton's husband was president.  An example of what Israel gets when it gives territory to terrorists: a bombed-out bus, Tel Aviv, September 2002.... She [a burn victim of that attack] is just one of the thousands of Israelis -- both Jews and Arabs -- injured by Palestinian suicide bombers who were sent out on their deadly missions by either the Islamist Hamas movement or the Fatah faction headed by "moderate" Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and his predecessor Yasser Arafat. The number of Israelis killed in terror attacks has been greatly reduced in recent years after the government built a security fence to make it harder for bombers to get through.... This story is worth reflecting on as Hillary Clinton arrives here in Israel. Barely a day goes by without Jimmy Carter and assorted European politicians calling on Mr. Obama to coerce Israel into hastily withdrawing from more land no matter the security risks. The reigning Nobel Peace Prize laureate, for instance, former Finnish Prime Minister Martti Ahtisaari, went so far as to use the prize ceremony as a soapbox to urge Mr. Obama to make pressure on Israel the principal focus of his first year in office.... But Israelis are also very aware of the dangers of naively handing over territory to terrorists, as was done during the presidency of Secretary of State Clinton's husband, Bill Clinton, in the 1990s. The vote by Israelis in elections two weeks ago was not a vote against peace as many Western commentators claim. It was a vote for realism and security.  Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's likely next prime minister, has been wrongly vilified as being against a two-state solution. In fact he is open to the creation of a Palestinian state, but only if it is one that will live in peace with Israel. And for this, Mr. Netanyahu argues, you can't simply wave a magic wand at some fancy signing ceremony on the White House lawn and say "hey presto" -- which is exactly what politicians tried to do at the Oslo signing ceremony in 1993.  First the Palestinians need to do the hard work of building institutions that would allow such a state to succeed -- a functioning economy, the rule of law and so on. And Mr. Netanyahu is very willing to offer Israeli assistance in building such mechanisms. Avigdor Lieberman, one of Mr. Netanyahu's possible coalition partners, who has been misleadingly described as an extreme rightist by many journalists, has been even more explicit than Mr. Netanyahu in calling for a two-state solution, including the division of Jerusalem between Israel and a future Palestinian state.  Even Shimon Peres, Israel's dovish president, now has second thoughts about unilateral Israeli concessions. Having long championed territorial withdrawals to attain peace, Mr. Peres last month acknowledged that it was a mistake for Israel to withdraw from Gaza in 2005 without first having a peaceful and democratic Palestinian party to hand that territory to."

SOME COMMENTS - Mr. Gross's article is written solely from the view that Israel is a peaceful victim of inhumane terrorists with no acknowledgment of the crimes that Israel continues to perpetrate on the Palestinian people which is what motivates the Palestinian rebellion.  We should tell Mr. Gross that he might disagree with some of the tactics, but he cannot disagree with the justice of the Palestinian cause if he acknowledges the reality of Israel's crimes which must be stopped if there is to be a real peace as he claims Israelis want so much.    Israel's crimes being not respecting Palestinian ROR, internal discriminatory laws, the many illegal features of the WB occupation and the practice of collective punishment in the WB and Gaza.  Plus there is the fact that if Israel stopped these crimes then it would most likely cease to exist - what does that imply about the nature of Israel.  For example if Israel respected Palestinian ROR which is its legal and moral obligation, then most likely the returning refugees would vote out the Israeli government and by extension the "Jewish State".  In this way Israel's existence is dependent on perpetrating an international crime.

-------------

DAVID IGNATIUS (WASHINGTON POST)

ARTICLE INFO -

Plunging into the Middle East

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11854422?IAD
Rocky road to talks with Iran, Syria

http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/other-views/story/936586.html
Talk With Iran? Then Move Fast

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/06/AR2009030602071.html
By David Ignatius

Sunday, March 8, 2009; Page A19

QUOTE - "Let's start with Iran. The first challenge is what might be called the "two clocks" problem. Administration officials want a slow clock, in the sense that they favor a careful process of sustained, direct dialogue. But they also realize that a fast clock is ticking on the Iranian nuclear program and that by next year the Iranians could have enough fuel to make a bomb. ... The Obama team doesn't want a time limit on talks, but officials believe that Iran should move on its own to ease time pressure. "If they would like to have a more leisurely process, they need to take some steps that stop the clock," says a senior official. The administration hasn't decided yet what those steps should be, but they might begin with the International Atomic Energy Agency's demands that Iran provide more transparency and allow new inspections of its nuclear program. ... According to one Israeli official, this threshold option has support from one faction in Tehran that includes Ali Akbar Velayati, a former foreign minister and now a senior adviser to Khamenei. But the official said that the Israelis oppose this approach, arguing instead for a rollback of Iranian technology.... The Syrian track is less complicated, but it has the same phasing issue. Syrian President Bashar al-Assad wants a firm assurance that Israel will return the Golan Heights before he moves to direct negotiations. The United States and Israel want a firm assurance that Syria will moderate its support for Hamas and Hezbollah before the Golan card is played. Each side is waiting for a show of the other's good faith. "

SOME COMMENTS - this interesting article adequately describes the complexities of the negotiations with Syria and Iran, but fails to mention Israel's role in motivating their extremism because of its ongoing crimes in the region and its own nuclear program and refusal to cooperate with the IAEA, all in violation of many UN resolutions.  The crimes being not respecting Palestinian ROR, internal discriminatory laws, the many illegal features of the WB occupation and the practice of collective punishment in the WB and Gaza.  Plus there is the fact that if Israel stopped these crimes then it would most likely cease to exist - what does that imply about the nature of Israel.  For example if Israel respected Palestinian ROR which is its legal and moral obligation, then most likely the returning refugees would vote out the Israeli government and by extension the "Jewish State".  In this way Israel's existence is dependent on perpetrating an international crime.

-------------

STEVEN INSKEEP (WASHINGTON POST)

ARTICLE INFO -

In Iran, a Hall of Mirrors

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/06/AR2009030601943.html
By Steve Inskeep

Sunday, March 8, 2009; B03

QUOTE - "In the West, we fixate on Iran's enrichment of nuclear fuel, which symbolizes national prestige as well as real power. But the shrine of Imam Reza represents something more something perhaps deeper: Iran's dominant religious tradition, its glorious history, its widespread cultural influence and, not incidentally, cash. It's a major tourist destination. It's located in the hometown of Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. And like the rest of the country, it is preparing for a presidential election."

SOME COMMENTS - Mr. Inskeep op-ed was very interesting in that it simply asked us to be sensitive to Iran's position which is descendent from an ancient, complex and devout culture.  But this says nothing about Iranian reaction to Israel's crimes which is a human reaction common to anyone who knows about them.  This reaffirms the priority of educating the American media about those crimes so that they can finally understand where so much of the world is coming from.


NEWSPAPER EDITORIALS
-------------

NEW YORK TIMES

ARTICLE INFO -

Editorial - Fresh Start in the Middle East 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/06/opinion/06fri2.html
Published: March 5, 2009

QUOTE - "Israel’s likely next prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, is believed to be more open to peace talks with Syria than with the Palestinians, but peacemaking with Syria is a supplement, not a substitute, for peacemaking with the Palestinians. Mr. Abbas remains the key on that front, despite the weakness of his Fatah party. Fatah’s rival, Hamas, disqualifies itself so long as it permits rocket fire and terrorism against Israel and rejects past agreements between Israel and the Palestinians. Yet the widespread civilian suffering in January caused by Israel’s counteroffensive against Hamas in Gaza damaged Mr. Abbas’s credibility as an effective defender of Palestinian interests. Washington must convince Israeli leaders to help rebuild it.  In the West Bank, that means freezing further settlement construction and expansion. It means lifting roadblocks between Palestinian cities and towns that are not needed for security. In East Jerusalem, it means stopping the humiliating eviction of Palestinians. And in Gaza, it means expanding exceptions to the blockade to allow the import of cement and reconstruction materials. These moves will benefit Mr. Abbas more than Hamas, which feeds on Palestinian suffering."

SOME COMMENTS - This article praising Obama and Clinton's change in policy toward the Middle East lists some of Israel's crimes that have to be eliminated in order for there to be peace, but stops short of the 4 main issues of final status talks which embody still greater crimes committed by Israel which are even farther from being discussed, and which a real sustainable peace is not possible without them being resolved.  But that involves what is unthinkable for the NY Times.  We need to help the NY Times reconsider the unthinkable by educating them about what is really going on in the Middle East.

-------------

WALL STREET JOURNAL

ARTICLE INFO -

OPINION: FEDERATION FEATURE: The Syria Temptation, And why President Obama must resist it.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123629205533144983.html
MARCH 6, 2009

QUOTE - "In reviewing this sorry history, one must ask: Why, exactly, did it fail so badly? Was the Syria track cursed by bad luck? Did its failure owe to problems of process and tactics? Or were the very premises of the negotiation—that Assad had made or would make a strategic choice for peace, that there was a deal to be reached on terms acceptable to him and to Israel, and that he and successors would abide by the deal—fundamentally mistaken? Was the peace "missed," as the title of Dennis Ross's memoir implies, or was there never any hope of one to begin with? .... [for Syria] Comprehensive peace is not about normalization . . . but about holding the line against Israel . . . to shrink its influence to more modest and less aggressive proportions, which the Arab players in the Middle East could accept and live with.  Yet even this is too charitable to the Syrians. As Mr. Shara later indicated with his speech to the Arab Writers Union, Syria's long-term goals were not restricted simply to cutting the Jewish state down to size. Assad understood that Syria was unlikely to defeat Israel militarily. But that was no reason not to help set the stage for it, if not in his lifetime, then perhaps in his successor's.... [in addition] Syria is a dictatorship, and dictatorships typically need external enemies to furnish a gloss of domestic legitimacy to their rule. As a result, modern Syria has been a scourge of all of its neighbors, not just Israel but also Turkey, with which it nearly went to war in 1998; Jordan, which it invaded in 1970; Iraq, against which it supplied troops in the 1991 Gulf War; and Lebanon, which it has sought to dominate, either directly or indirectly, for many decades.  Assad's sense of himself as the anti-Sadat, the natural leader of the "rejectionist" front that would never come to terms with the legitimacy of Israel's existence, cannot be understood without reference to the peculiarities of Syria's domestic politics. His secular, Arabist Baath Party was naturally in competition with, and threatened by, Syria's powerful Muslim Brotherhood. Even if Assad had been so inclined, he could hardly allow himself to make concessions to Israel that the Brotherhood could credibly trumpet as a sellout of both Islamic and Syrian interests. That consideration was powerfully reinforced by Assad's religious identity as an Alawite, a group that makes up about 12% of Syria's population, is theologically closer to Shiism than to the country's predominant Sunnism, and is often considered heretical by orthodox Sunni clerics. Peace with Israel,   in this calculus, risked the security not only of Assad's regime, but also, conceivably, of his own sect.... No wonder, then, that when Bashar, Assad's son and successor, was asked in March 2003 by a Lebanese newspaper whether Israel would ever be granted any kind of genuine recognition by Syria, his answer was categorical. "It is inconceivable," he said, "that Israel will become a legitimate state even if the peace process is implemented."  And then he offered this:  "It should be known that Israel is based on treachery. This is a point to be considered thoroughly. We are dealing with treachery and threats, which accompanied the establishment of Israel. . . . It is the Israeli nature, and for that Israel was established."

SOME COMMENTS - this editorial contains an amazing history of Syria's foreign relations, but still misses the main point of dealing with Israel - how you are going to view its crimes against the Palestinian people.  The Arabs have no reservations with viewing those crimes as crimes, and therefore do not hesitate to condemn Israel.  But the Western media just don't get this because they refuse to acknowledge israel's crimes.  By refusing to do this they are caught in a delimma of their own creation because then they have a hard time understanding the actions and words of others - especially the countries of the Middle East and the Palestinians whom fully acknowledge the reality and the severity of those crimes.  Thus the author of this editorial go through incredible intellectual gymnastics and yet still miss the main point - how Israel's crimes perpetrate the conflict and motivate opposition and rebellion against them by their neighbors and the native people of the region they inhabit.    Israel's crimes being not respecting Palestinian ROR, internal discriminatory laws, the many illegal features of the WB occupation and the practice of collective punishment in the WB and Gaza.  Plus there is the fact that if Israel stopped these crimes then it would most likely cease to exist - what does that imply about the nature of Israel.  For example if Israel respected Palestinian ROR which is its legal and moral obligation, then most likely the returning refugees would vote out the Israeli government and by extension the "Jewish State".  In this way Israel's existence is dependent on perpetrating an international crime.

 
III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
1.  All Reporters for This Week
Maher Abukhater (Tribune Newspapers) - c/o boudreaux@latimes.com, Jerusalem Bureau Chief

Julian E. Barnes (LA Times) - julian.barnes@latimes.com
Mike Boehm (LA Times) - mike.boehm@latimes.com
Richard Boudreaux | Tribune Newspapers - boudreaux@latimes.com
ETHAN BRONNER (NY Times) - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ethan_bronner/index.html
JOHN F. BURNS (NY Times) - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/john_f_burns/index.html
MARC CHAMPION (wsj) - marc.champion@wsj.com
Thomas Erdbrink, Washington Post Foreign Service - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/thomas+erdbrink/
SIOBHAN GORMAN (WSJ) - siobhan.gorman@wsj.com
Larry Habegger (Chicago Tribune) - c/o hdellios@tribune.com, Foreign Editor

Michelle Higgins, New York Times - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/h/michelle_higgins/index.html
ISABEL KERSHNER (NY Times) - foreign@nytimes.com
Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/glenn+kessler/
MARK LANDLER (European Economic Correspondent of the NY Times) - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/l/mark_landler/index.html
CHARLES LEVINSON (WSJ) - charles.levinson@wsj.com
JOSHUA MITNICK (CSMonitor) - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=F7EFF2ECE4C0E3F3EDEFEEE9F4EFF2AEE3EFED
Dion Nissenbaum, McClatchy Newspapers - dnissenbaum@mcclatchydc.com
Ben Pershing, Washington Post Staff Writer - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/ben+pershing/
Scott Peterson | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=B2B0B0B4B0B3B0B1B1B6B2B3B4B6&url=/2009/0218/p04s01-wome.html
Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C9ECE5EEE5A0D2AEA0D0F2F5F3E8E5F2
Paul Richter, Los Angeles Times - prichter@tribune.com
Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/howard+schneider/
JAY SOLOMON (WSJ) - jay.solomon@wsj.com
Scott Wilson, Washington Post Staff Writer - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/scott+wilson/
Robert Zelnick (professor of journalism at Boston University and a research fellow at the Hoover 

Institution) - bzelnick@bu.edu
OP-ED COLUMNISTS

TOM GROSS (From today's Wall Street Journal Europe, former Jerusalem correspondent of the Sunday Telegraph) - http://www.tomgrossmedia.com/
David Ignatius (WPost) - davidignatius@washpost.com
Steve Inskeep (co-host of NPR's Morning Edition) - http://www.npr.org/contact/
2.  All Newspapers

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org
1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).

(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 
=====================================================
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U.S. Sends Senior Officials to Syria To Revive Relations

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/03/AR2009030300242.html
By Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; A09

The Middle East - Clinton sending envoys to open talks with Syria

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/story/931439.html
Clinton is sending 2 key envoys to Syria

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/40701337.html
Posted on Wed, Mar. 4, 2009

By Dion Nissenbaum, McClatchy Newspapers

US sending pair of emissaries to talk with Syria

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/03/04/us_sending_pair_of_emissaries_to_talk_with_syria/
Warily, U.S. reaches out to Syria

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-clinton-syria_04mar04,0,5929695.story
By Paul Richter | Tribune correspondent

March 4, 2009

Kerry says Syrian president leaning toward West

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/US_Congress/US_Mideast.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Senate foreign relations chairman says Syria's Assad is looking to West despite ties to Iran

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-us-mideast,0,5366255.story
Kerry says Syrian president leaning toward West

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1153ap_us_mideast.html
Kerry says Syrian president leaning toward West

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030402804.html
By BARRY SCHWEID, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 6:08 PM 

Kerry: Syrian leader wants peace talks with Israel

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/US_Presidential_Cabinet/US_Syria_Kerry.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Kerry says Syrian president told him he wants to resume talks with Israel

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-us-syria-kerry,0,1623826.story
Kerry: Syrian leader wants peace talks with Israel

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1152ap_us_syria_kerry.html
Kerry: Syrian leader wants peace talks with Israel

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030402633.html
The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 4:38 PM

2 envoys from U.S. will go to Syria

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/politics/2008809211_syria04.html
By Los Angeles Times and The New York Times

Originally published Wednesday, March 4, 2009 at 12:00 AM

Obama sending diplomats to Syria in peace probe

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1152ap_ml_clinton_mideast.html
By ROBERT BURNS, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated March 3, 2009 2:01 p.m. PT

Clinton to send envoys to Syria, hoping to broaden peace efforts

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/930916.html
Posted on Tuesday, 03.03.09

By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (12)

===============================

Israel accelerating Jerusalem seizures: EU report

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030701042.html
Reuters 

Saturday, March 7, 2009; 1:20 PM

Vatican says will attend U.N. racism conference

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/06/AR2009030602329.html
Reuters 

Friday, March 6, 2009; 4:05 PM

Italy pulls out of UN racism conference

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Italy_UN_Racism_Conference.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Italy pulls out of UN racism conference citing anti-Semitism in draft document

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-italy-un-racism-conference,0,436282.story
Italy pulls out of UN racism conference

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_eu_italy_un_racism_conference.html
Italy pulls out of UN racism conference

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030501879.html
By ARIEL DAVID, The Associated Press

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 3:51 PM

ICC warrant raises questions on leaders targeted

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Africa/AF_International_Court_Africa_Fallout.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Arrest warrant for Sudan's president raises questions about leaders targeted by court

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-af-international-court-africa-fallout,0,6406857.story
ICC warrant raises questions on leaders targeted

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1105ap_af_international_court_africa_fallout.html
ICC warrant raises questions on leaders targeted

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030500744.html
By MICHELLE FAUL, The Associated Press

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 11:42 AM 

Italy threatens to quit U.N. conference on racism

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030502452.html
Reuters 

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 4:35 PM

International court issues warrant for Sudan president on charges of war crimes in Darfur

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-international-court-darfur,0,2136834.story
Wanted for war crimes in Darfur: Sudan's president

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008806345_apeuinternationalcourtdarfur.html
Wanted for war crimes in Darfur: Sudan's president

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030401197.html
By MIKE CORDER, The Associated Press

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 10:08 PM

US back as observer to UN rights council

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/UN_UN_US_Rights.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
US tells UN body it is back as active observer in human rights arena

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-us-rights,0,1786021.story
US back as observer to UN rights council

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_un_un_us_rights.html
US back as observer to UN rights council

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030402165.html
By ELIANE ENGELER, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 1:37 PM

EU countries oppose Muslim views on racism meeting

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_un_un_racism_conference.html
EU countries oppose Muslim views on racism meeting

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/03/AR2009030301297.html
By ELIANE ENGELER, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 3, 2009; 10:38 AM

UN chief presses US for stronger UN leadership

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_mideast_un.html
UN chief presses US for stronger UN leadership

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/03/AR2009030301357.html
By JOHN HEILPRIN, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, March 3, 2009; 12:35 PM

UN rights chief backs anti-racism conference

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030200889.html
By ELIANE ENGELER, The Associated Press 

Monday, March 2, 2009; 11:44 AM

Chief nuke inspector chides Iran, Syria

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11818394?IAD
Chief nuke inspector chides Iran, Syria

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6289389.html
Chief nuke inspector chides Iran, Syria

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/928561.html
Chief nuke inspector chides Iran, Syria

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_eu_nuclear_iran_syria.html
Chief nuke inspector chides Iran, Syria

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030200921.html
By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 

Monday, March 2, 2009; 10:46 AM

Iran: Seeking Interpol warrants for Israelis

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030201025.html
The Associated Press 

Monday, March 2, 2009; 11:51 AM 

===========================================

(II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (1)

===========================================

Desert’s Sand and Rocks Become Precious Resources in West Bank Dispute 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/07/world/middleeast/07westbank.html
By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: March 6, 2009

=========================================

(II.9) Home Demolitions in WB (9)

=========================================

Jerusalem eviction notice - Palestinians dig in their heels; Israel not budging

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-t6-palestinian-homes_0307mar08,0,1723775.story
By Richard Boudreaux | Tribune Newspapers

March 8, 2009

Facing Israeli demolition, Palestinian razes his home

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/06/AR2009030601220.html
By Mohammed Assadi, Reuters

Friday, March 6, 2009; 9:56 AM

THE MIDDLE EAST - Jerusalem still sensitive topic

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/story/935310.html
By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy News Service

Posted on Friday, 03.06.09

Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Jerusalem.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton criticism, will keep demolishing illegally built homes

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-jerusalem,0,160295.story
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11843789?IAD
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6295492.html
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/934304.html
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_jerusalem.html
Jerusalem mayor rejects Clinton's criticism

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030501717.html
By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 1:10 PM

Clinton assails Israeli plan to raze Arab homes

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/03/05/MNMH1696TH.DTL
Clinton Criticizes Israel's Eviction, Demolition Plans

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030400287.html
By Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, March 5, 2009; Page A11

Jerusalem mayor says Clinton has been misled on home demolitions

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/934732.html
Posted on Thursday, 03.05.09

By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Clinton criticizes Israel plan to raze Palestinian homes

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/washingtondc/la-fg-clinton5-2009mar05,0,3389719.story
By Paul Richter

March 5, 2009

Clinton: Israeli home demolitions 'unhelpful' 

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Mideast_Clinton.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Clinton: Israeli home demolitions 'unhelpful'

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_mideast_clinton.html
Clinton: Israeli home demolitions 'unhelpful'

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008805353_apmlmideastclinton.html
Clinton: Israeli home demolitions 'unhelpful'

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030400957.html
The Associated Press

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 7:55 AM

Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Jerusalem_Competing_Roots.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11824594?IAD
Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife 

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6290759.html
Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/929774.html
Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_jerusalem_competing_roots.html
Arab homes on Jewish historical site stoke strife

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/03/AR2009030300318.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press

Tuesday, March 3, 2009; 3:29 AM

==============================

(II.5) Jerusalem attacks (2)

==============================

Driver Shot Dead After Rampage in Jerusalem 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/06/world/middleeast/06mideast.html
Sebastian Scheiner, Associated Press

Published: March 5, 2009

Palestinian in construction vehicle goes on rampage

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/03/06/palestinian_in_construction_vehicle_goes_on_rampage/
Palestinian driver goes on rampage in Jerusalem

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11841024?IAD
Palestinian driver goes on rampage in Jerusalem

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6295688.html
Palestinian driver goes on rampage in Jerusalem

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/933656.html
Palestinian driver goes on rampage in Jerusalem

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030500166.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 2:50 PM

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (7)

==========================

Israeli aircraft strike Gaza as rockets fall

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/40916537.html
Israeli aircraft strike Gaza as rockets fall

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030702236.html
By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press

Sunday, March 8, 2009; 3:19 AM

'The Color Purple' author traveling to Gaza

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Other_Entertainment/ML_Gaza_Alice_Walker.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Alice Walker, author of 'The Color Purple,' traveling to Gaza with female activists

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-alice-walker,0,5443361.story
'The Color Purple' author traveling to Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030700799.html
By REBECCA SANTANA, The Associated Press 

Saturday, March 7, 2009; 3:05 PM 

Medic says member of Gaza rocket squad killed

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030700072.html
The Associated Press

Saturday, March 7, 2009; 12:43 AM

Islamic Jihad says 2 killed in Gaza airstrike

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030500137.html
By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 2:56 AM

Gaza ill health blamed on conflict - Israel says report is 'propaganda'

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/402311_palestinians05.html
By MARIA CHENG, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Last updated March 4, 2009 11:18 p.m. PT

Israeli aircraft fire on Gaza smuggling tunnels

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030400189.html
The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 1:14 AM

Israeli limits stymie Gaza rebuilding

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0302/p01s02-wome.html
By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 2, 2009 edition

===========================================

(II.3) settlement building & protests (5)

===========================================

Israeli Spurns Criticism From Clinton

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030503294.html
By Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Friday, March 6, 2009; Page A08

Clinton wary of Israeli moves - Secretary of state critical of razings in East Jerusalem

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-clinton-05mar05,0,4730328.story
By Paul Richter | Tribune correspondent

March 5, 2009

UK Embassy cancels move in Israel, concerned about owner's ties to West Bank settlements

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-british-embassy,0,2812845.story
UK Embassy cancels Israel move, cites settlements

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_british_embassy.html
UK Embassy cancels Israel move, cites settlements

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030401422.html
By DIAA HADID, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 10:40 AM

MIDDLE EAST NEWS: U.S. to Press Netanyahu to Curb Settler Activity

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123616439788928201.html
By JAY SOLOMON and JOSHUA MITNICK

MARCH 4, 2009, 11:57 P.M. ET

Abbas to ask Clinton for help on settlement freeze

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/03/AR2009030300914.html
The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 1:52 AM

=============================

(II.1) Palestinian POWs (1)

=============================

Terrorist convicted in 1973 NYC bomb plot deported to Sudan after completing sentence

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-mystery-terrorist,0,567465.story
Mystery terrorist in NYC plot deported to Sudan

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1110ap_mystery_terrorist.html
Mystery terrorist in NYC plot deported to Sudan

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030401602.html
By ADAM GOLDMAN and RANDY HERSCHAFT, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 3:51 PM 

============================================

(III.2) International Aid to Palestine (10)

============================================

Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Waiting_for_Aid.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
With borders closed, Gazans wonder when they can start rebuilding homes and lives

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-waiting-for-aid,0,3783125.story
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11860751?IAD
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6298957.html
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/937737.html
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/40898357.html
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_gaza_waiting_for_aid.html
Gaza aid promised, but may be a long time coming

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030701044.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Saturday, March 7, 2009; 1:23 PM

Clinton speaks up for Palestinians leader Abbas, and for more aid to a recovering Gaza

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-ml-clinton-mideast,0,367235.story
By MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH | Associated Press Writer

12:36 AM CST, March 5, 2009

Clinton speaks up for Abbas, and aid for Gaza

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_clinton_mideast.html
Clinton speaks up for Abbas, and aid for Gaza

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/politics/2008799571_apmlclintonmideast.html
By MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated March 4, 2009 10:36 p.m. PT

$5.2 billion pledged to Palestinians

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/printedition/2009/03/03/mideast0303.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By Salah Nasrawi & John Heilprin, Associated Press

Tuesday, March 03, 2009

U.S. plans $300 million Gaza humanitarian aid

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/news/stories/2009/03/02/mideast0302.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Clinton to announce $300 million pledge to Gaza (3/1/09)

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/headline/world/6288442.html
U.S. pledging $300 million in humanitarian aid to Gaza

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/40524062.html
Clinton to announce $300 million pledge to Gaza (3/1/09)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/01/AR2009030100802.html
By Robert Burns, Associated Press

Monday, March 02, 2009

U.S. Talks Tough on Gaza Aid

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/01/AR2009030101746.html
By Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Monday, March 2, 2009; Page A10

Clinton will pledge $300m in aid to Gaza

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/03/02/clinton_will_pledge_300m_in_aid_to_gaza/
U.S. to pledge $300 million in Gaza aid

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008800946_mideast02.html
By Glenn Kessler, The Washington Post

Originally published Monday, March 2, 2009 at 12:00 AM

Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Gazas_Hope.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11819156?IAD
Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6289678.html
Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/928868.html
Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_gazas_hope.html
Gazans want open borders, not handouts

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030201328.html
By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Monday, March 2, 2009; 2:18 PM

Donor conference pledges $5B for Gaza, Abbas gov't

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Mideast_Gaza.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Donor conference pledges $5B for Gaza, Abbas gov't

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_mideast_gaza.html
Donor conference pledges $5B for Gaza, Abbas gov't

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030200446.html
By SALAH NASRAWI and JOHN HEILPRIN, Associated Press Writers

March 2, 2009 - 3:31 p.m. EST

Administration, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, aim to keep U.S. aid money from reaching Hamas

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-clinton-mideastmar02,0,1512406.story
By Paul Richter | Tribune correspondent

3:58 PM CST, March 2, 2009

===========================================

(III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (9)

===========================================

Palestinian prime minister to resign

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-palestinians_5smar08,0,5430776.story
By Maher Abukhater and Richard Boudreaux | Tribune Newspapers

March 8, 2009

Palestinian leader seeks reconciliation with Hamas

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Politics.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Palestinian President Abbas determined to reconcile with Hamas rivals

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-politics,0,6531192.story
Palestinian leader seeks reconciliation with Hamas

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_politics.html
Palestinian leader seeks reconciliation with Hamas

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/08/AR2009030800439.html
By DALIA NAMMARI, The Associated Press 

Sunday, March 8, 2009; 10:51 AM

Palestinian Authority's Premier to Step Down

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030700562.html
By Howard Schneider, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Sunday, March 8, 2009; Page A13 

Palestinian PM resigns in unity bid

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/printedition/2009/03/08/pal0308.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Associated Press

Sunday, March 08, 2009

Palestinian Authority prime minister resigns

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008827179_palestprime08.html
By The New York Times

Originally published Sunday, March 8, 2009 at 12:00 AM

Palestinian PM Salam Fayyad submits resignation

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Fayyad_Resigns.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH, Associated Press Writer

March 7, 2009 - 6:49 a.m. EST

Premier Quits to Help Unify Palestinians

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/08/world/middleeast/08mideast.html?_r=1
Seeking unity, Palestinian official to resign

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/03/08/MNJ916B9SH.DTL
By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: March 7, 2009

Palestinian PM Fayad submits resignation

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Fayad_Resigns.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Palestinian Prime Minister Fayyad Will Resign

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123641994996461521.html
Associated Press

MARCH 7, 2009, 7:49 A.M. ET

MIDDLE EAST NEWS: Palestinian Prime Minister to Resign

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123645264135262281.html
Wall Street Journal

MARCH 7, 2009, 5:42 P.M. ET

======================================

(IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (5)

======================================

Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Former_President.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Former Israeli Prresident Moshe Katsav to be charged with rape

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-former-president,0,3902829.story
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11866203?IAD
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6300006.html
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/939038.html
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/40922787.html
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/03/08/international/i104038D34.DTL
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008828599_apmlisraelformerpresident.html
Former Israeli president to be charged with rape

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/08/AR2009030800688.html
By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Sunday, March 8, 2009; 1:40 PM

Palestinian PM resigns but Abbas asks him to continue

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030700634.html
By Mohammed Assadi and Ali Sawafta, Reuters

Saturday, March 7, 2009; 8:36 PM

Israeli police recommend charging prime minister after ending corruption investigation

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-olmert,0,2056260.story
Police recommend charges against Israel's PM

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_olmert.html
Police recommend charges against Israel's PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030500601.html
The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 7:12 AM

Watchdog says few Israelis safe from chemical hit

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Chemical_Warfare.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Watchdog says few Israelis safe from chemical hit

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11819916?IAD
Watchdog says few Israelis safe from chemical hit

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6289980.html
Watchdog says few Israelis safe from chemical hit

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_chemical_warfare.html
Watchdog says few Israelis safe from chemical hit

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030201890.html
By STEVE WEIZMAN, The Associated Press 

Monday, March 2, 2009; 4:48 PM

Ehud Olmert, former Israeli prime minister, is told he will be indicted

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel_box_02mar02,0,1566319.story
—Associated Press

March 2, 2009

========================================

(IV.4) Israeli Democracy Struggles (1)

========================================

Israeli court examines travel ban on rights leader

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Travel_Ban.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Palestinian rights advocate asks Israel for permission to attend prize ceremony in Europe

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-travel-ban,0,5185928.story
Israeli court examines travel ban on rights leader

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11841971?IAD
Israeli court examines travel ban on rights leader

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/933762.html
Israeli court examines travel ban on rights leader

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_travel_ban.html
Israeli court examines travel ban on rights leader

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030500488.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 8:54 AM

==============================

(IV.2) Culture in Israel (2)

==============================

Oscar-nominated animator makes film on sealed Gaza

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Gaza_Film.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Oscar-nominated animator makes short film about effects of Israel's blockade on Gaza

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-gaza-film,0,6792118.story
Oscar-nominated animator makes film on sealed Gaza

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_gaza_film.html
Oscar-nominated animator makes film on sealed Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/AR2009030402101.html
By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009; 1:42 PM

‘Bashir' animator portrays Gaza conflict in short film

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/932527.html
By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Wednesday, 03.04.09

============================

(IV.1) Nuclear Arsenal (1)

============================

Russia pushes for new strategic arms pact with U.S.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030700409.html
By Stephanie Nebehay, Reuters 

Saturday, March 7, 2009; 7:16 AM 

=======================

(V.2) USA Culture (1)

=======================

Play incorporates foodways into its exploration of Arab-Israeli conflicts

http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/food/chi-0304-arab-playmar04,0,4116245.story
By Nancy Maes | Special to the Tribune

March 4, 2009

==============================

(V.1) USA Foreign Policy (21)

==============================

On Clinton's Travels, a Duality in Style

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030701765.html
By Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer

Sunday, March 8, 2009; A10

Clinton opts for more formal diplomacy

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/politics/2008827139_clinton08.html
By Mark Landler, The New York Times

Originally published March 8, 2009 at 12:00 AM | Page modified March 8, 2009 at 12:16 AM

Clinton rolls out foreign policy approach in trip

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/08/AR2009030800123.html
By Sue Pleming, Reuters

Sunday, March 8, 2009; 5:37 AM

White House wants progress despite Fayyad departure

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/07/AR2009030701796.html
by Deborah Charles, Reuters 

Saturday, March 7, 2009; 8:13 PM

Diplomatic Memo - In Mideast, Clinton Turns Up the Caution 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/08/world/europe/08diplo.html
By MARK LANDLER

Published: March 7, 2009

Iranian woman gets over 5 years in US prison for plot to smuggle night-vision goggles to Iran

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-sentence-switch,0,5222699.story
Iranian gets 5-plus years in night goggle case

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1110ap_sentence_switch.html
Iranian gets 5-plus years in night goggle case

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/06/AR2009030601534.html
By CURT ANDERSON, The Associated Press 

Friday, March 6, 2009; 12:28 PM 

Clarification: Intel Official-Saudi Ties story

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-intel-official-saudi-ties,0,1438812.story
Clarification: Intel Official-Saudi Ties story

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1153ap_intel_official_saudi_ties.html
Clarification: Intel Official-Saudi Ties story

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/06/AR2009030601252.html
The Associated Press 

Friday, March 6, 2009; 9:24 PM

Clinton speaks up for Abbas, and aid for Gaza

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030500083.html
By MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH, The Associated Press

Thursday, March 5, 2009; 1:36 AM

For Clinton, Fewer Crowds in Mideast than Far East

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/on-the-plane/clinton-in-mideast-march-2009/clinton_draws_fewer_crowds_hea.html
By Glenn Kessler

March 5, 2009

Clinton visit: In a West Bank café, Palestinians ask how much will change

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0305/p05s01-wome.html
By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 5, 2009 edition

Editorial - Fresh Start in the Middle East 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/06/opinion/06fri2.html
Published: March 5, 2009

Clinton cautions Israel, opens door to Syria

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/printedition/2009/03/04/mideast0304.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
By Matti Friedman, Associated Press

Wednesday, March 04, 2009

Lawmaker Criticizes Pick for a Key Intelligence Post

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123611860076723147.html
By SIOBHAN GORMAN

MARCH 4, 2009

Clinton's caution in Israel has some Palestinians grumbling

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/932790.html
By DION NISSENBAUM

Posted on Wed, Mar. 04, 2009

Clinton travels to a hardened Israel

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0304/p01s02-wome.html
By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 4, 2009 edition

Build on Bush's Middle East progress

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0304/p09s02-coop.html
By Robert Zelnick

from the March 4, 2009 edition

US: 'Inescapable' movement to Palestinian state

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/ML_Mideast_Clinton.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
US: 'Inescapable' movement to Palestinian state 

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6291652.html
US: 'Inescapable' movement to Palestinian state

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/929739.html
US: 'Inescapable' movement to Palestinian state

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_ml_mideast_clinton.html
US: 'Inescapable' movement to Palestinian state

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/03/AR2009030301061.html
By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Tuesday, March 3, 2009; 2:59 PM

Clinton: US to support Palestinian state

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Clinton_Clinton.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Associated Press

March 3, 2009 - 7:40 a.m. EST

Clinton calls for action to forge Mideast peace

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6289777.html
Clinton calls for action to forge Mideast peace

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/927439.html
Clinton issues blunt call for Mideast peace - Says 2-state solution still U.S. goal

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/402035_mideast03.html
Clinton calls for action to forge Mideast peace

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/02/AR2009030200208.html
By ROBERT BURNS, The Associated Press

Monday, March 2, 2009; 3:35 PM

OPINION EUROPE: Israel Can't Afford Any More Dangerous Concessions

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123594125500204049.html
By TOM GROSS | From today's Wall Street Journal Europe.

MARCH 2, 2009

Clinton Vows 'New Path' in Mideast As She Arrives With Seasoned Team

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123594610114604391.html
By CHARLES LEVINSON

MARCH 2, 2009
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