The State of Middle East Reporting

by Mainstream US Media

Week:  February 16 – 22, 2009 


PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  181
 

Full details of all these articles (authors, titles, links, etc.) can be found at the end of the online version of this Action Alert found at:
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20090222.doc
 

2.  Special Focus Articles for this Week:

The 4 issues most widely reported on this week were (1) the troubled state of Israeli politics following the elections, (2) the Hamas-Israel negotiations for a new truce in Gaza,  (3) the new settlement expansions planned for the West Bank, and (4) Dubai bans an Israeli tennis player from playing which results in a world-wide reaction.

In reporting on these issues, two major issues were whitewashed – the settlements and the Israeli blockade of Gaza.  The articles never mentioned international law – how the settlements are a violation of Geneva Convention article 49.6, and the international community has labeled Israel’s blockade of Gaza inhumane and a form of collective punishment (violation of Geneva Convention article 33).

The severe inhumanity of the blockade is a major motivating factor behind Hamas rocket firings and thus also a major negotiating point for Hamas.  In addition we forget that Israel maintains the severity of the blockade in the hopes that it will drive the people of Gaza against Hamas – a clear example of collective punishment.  Thus it is indefensible that reporters would exclude this important motivating factor from their coverage of this aspect of the conflict.

In addition, the settlements are not just an abstract legal principle, but sources of tremendous suffering and injustice.  They gobble up Palestinian-owned lands and with the accompanying regimen of Israeli-only bypass highways and military checkpoints, they severely hamper the economy and life of the West Bank even leading to medical emergencies.  In addition, they are increasingly making the two-state solution impossible as they consume land meant for the Palestinian state.  Thus even ex-Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice has labeled them a serious obstacle to peace.  And yet Netanyahu, chosen to assemble the next government of Israel refuses to consider slowing down their expansion.  And the PA has just announced they will not even begin negotiations with a government that will not halt settlement expansion.
II.  THIS WEEK'S TOTAL ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Total  Articles & Activist Opportunities:
(TOPIC I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (3 articles) - two issues covered - (1) Libya's Gadhafi attempts to reach out to both the West and Islamic fundamentalists simultaneously with dramatic eccentric ideas such as a United States of Africa and a single state solution for Palestine called "Isratine", and (2) once again another reporter covers speculation that the two-state solution is no longer possible, but this time from two angles - to the Palestinians largely because of Israeli refusal to halt settlement expansion, and to many Israelis because they don't trust that the creation of an independent Palestinian state would halt the attacks against Israel.

(TOPIC I.13) The Vatican (8 articles) - 3 issues - (1) a TV show in Israel offends the Vatican in revenge for rehabilitating a priest who denies the holocaust, (2) that same priest is punished by both the Vatican and his country of Argentina (who exports him), and (3) Pope decides to visit a Jordanian mosque during his visit to the Middle East in May.

(TOPIC I.9) Protests against Israel (35 articles) - protests and violence continue to spread around the world in reaction to Israel's Gaza attack, such that Jews in Muslim countries now fear violence where they hadn't before, and with the most messy reaction being multiple repercussions against Dubai when that city attempts to ban an Israeli tennis player from a tournament there and Sweden deciding to not allow any fans to attend an Israeli match of the Davis Cup there.  Finally an editorial in the Wall Street Journal advocates for Europe to ban broadcasts of Hezbollah and Hamas TV channels because they incite violence and hatred against Jews and the West.

(TOPIC I.8) Egypt (6 articles) - these six articles describe Egypt briefly opening border to let through 1000 Palestinians but then increasing steps to stop tunneling into Gaza causing anger and sense of betrayal amongst Palestinians, and a warning to Obama to be cautious about expressing friendship toward Egypt because of their HR violations.

(TOPIC I.7) Iran (17 articles) - 6 issues - (1) IAEA now says that Iran has enough uranium for a nuclear bomb, (2) Iran is building a military relationship with Russia, (3) Iran seems to be slowing down its nuclear program, (4) Iran claims to have built a manless drone that can reach Israel, and (5) 2 experts advice to give up goal of regime change and accept Iran as a regional power when seeking diplomatic contact.

(TOPIC I.4) Hamas (8 articles) - Israel now insists that kidnapped soldier must be freed first before any other steps can be taken in negotiations, which angers Hamas and Egypt who believed the issue should be separate, but then Israel also has agreed to free huge numbers of Palestinian prisoners including Marwan Barghouti, as well as open up borders, if Hamas agrees to stop rocket attacks.

(TOPIC I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (9 articles) - 3 issues - (1) Lebanese government vows to stop rocket attacks from Lebanon at Israel, (2) Hezbollah defends building up air defenses, and (3) Hezbollah/Lebanese government arrests highly regarded Palestinian as spy for Israel.

(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (6 articles) - IAEA finds new samples of uranium at bombed nuclear site, but meeting between Syrian and Obama administration is going forward seeking direct talks with Syria over concerns (such as supporting terrorism and building nuclear weapons) instead of isolation approach of Bush.

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (15 articles) - 5 issues - (1) UN seeks increased involvement at UN including with preparations for anti-racism conference previously boycotted, but now (2) faces more traditional opponents in key UN positions.  (3) Report describes how Bush administration damaged efforts to push for greater respect for human rights, (4) candidates to head IAEA are described, and (5) head of Sudan seeks guidance and support from Pres. Mubarak of Egypt in dealing with possible inditement for war crimes against the Sudan. 

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (20 articles) - mainly 6 issues - (1) American visitors to Gaza including lawmakers are shocked by devastation, dedicated to rebuilding and helping suffering civilians, and not supporting Hamas, (2) Cyprus released detained Iranian aid ship but removed materials first that could have been used to make weapons, (3) Fatah amasses aid for Gaza and is arranging a way to get it directly to needy civilians bypassing Hamas, (4) Hamas suspected of stealing unexploded Israeli ordinance being stored by UN for disarming, (5) Palestinians report Israeli air strikes without provocation, and finally (6) a Palestinian worker is killed at a recycling operation when unexploded bombs are mistakenly recycled.

(TOPIC II.3) settlement building & protests (8 articles) - Palestinians and international community protest as Israel confiscates more land outside Jerusalem area southwest of Bethlehem for expanding settlements.  Many claim such moves destroys chances for a two-state solution. 

(TOPIC II.1) Palestinian POWs (5 articles) - terrorist convicted of 1973 WTC bombing is about to be released from US prison, and Israel contemplates prisoner exchange for kidnapped Israeli soldier held by Hamas.

(TOPIC III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (1 article) - Prisoner exchange could involve release of Marwan Barghouti who many consider to be the most capable Palestinian leader who would then most likely be elected to replace Abbas, and has the potential to unite Hamas with Fatah once again in a successful unity government.

(TOPIC IV.) ISRAEL (2 articles) - Israel used rockets fired by Hamas into Israel during the recent offensive as technical testing regimen for missile defense system currently under development in Israel, called the 'Iron Dome', being designed to protect Israel from Hamas and Hezbollah rockets, and to be ready for deployment by 2010.

(TOPIC IV.6) Holocaust Issues (1 article) - France officially and legally acknowledges its role in the Holocaust during which it collaborated with the Nazis in deporting Jews to concentration camps but rules against further compensation.  The article also mentions recent increase in hate acts against Jews largely in response to the Gaza attack.

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (27 articles) - these articles describe the chaos since the elections wherein Kadima/Livni won the most seats (by 1) but because the conservative parties won more overall, the President, Peres has chosen Netanyahu of Likud to form the next coalition government.  But this most ultra conservative coalition with the likes of Lieberman and Shas most likely will lead to stalling of the peace process which Israelis are afraid will alienate the Americans, the main funders of Israel, and possibly even lead to the subsequent collapse of the government under pressure from the USA to do something, which is what happened in Netanyahu's first term as Israeli PM.  Thus Netanyahu hopes to form his governing coalition with the more leftist groups like Kadima and Labor, but they refuse because they are afraid of being merely symbolic in an overall conservative government.

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (5 articles) - 2 items - (1) an Arab/Jewish musical duo chosen to represent Israel in an international musical tournament has been heavily criticized mostly by Arabs because they are afraid that the Arab participating contributes to the illusion that all is fine in Israel between the two peoples, and (2) Dion Nissenbaum reviews a photo exhibit portraying life in an Orthodox Jewish community.

(TOPIC IV.1) Nuclear Arsenal (1 article) - Israel again cautions world about a nuclear Iran, while ignoring the fact of its own arsenal.

(TOPIC V.) USA (4 articles) - American-Jewish Orthodox engineer working for the Defense Dept., is accused and then cleared of spying for Israel.  A subsequent IG report accuses the Defense Dept. of going after him simply because of his religion.  He has now sued the US Dept. of Defense.

(TOPIC V.4) USA Aid to Israel/Israel Lobby in USA (2 articles) - Israel considers buying a new computerized bomb delivery system, while Microsoft considers buying a new TV-computer technology from Israel.

(TOPIC V.2) USA Culture (3 articles) - In Washington DC there will be 22 days of Arab events at the Kennedy Center, while at a nearby theatre a pro-Palestine play will be presented where a previous one the previous year was banned.

(TOPIC V.1) USA Foreign Policy (12 articles) - Senator John Kerry visits Gaza but shuns Hamas, but Hamas still is able to sneak a letter to him

2.  Special Focus Reporters & Their Articles:
Below is listed the reporters and then the articles themselves, quotes from them, and short notes from our editorial staff.  This information provides lots of activist opportunities – for you to send constructive feedback back to these reporters about the quality of their reporting.

At the bottom of the list are Editorials from the Wall Street Journal and Washington Post for you to send feedback on.

WIRE SERVICE REPORTERS

ASSOCIATED PRESS - all staff can be contacted through the email address - info@ap.com
Ibrahim Barzak (2 articles),  Josef Federman (1 article),  Matti Friedman (4 articles),  Steven Gutkin (2 articles),  Ben Hubbard (0 articles),  Karin Laub (2 articles),  Mark Lavie (1 article),  and Amy Teibel (2 articles)


REUTERS - all staff can be reached through the Comment Input Form found on their website at this location - http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 
Adam Entous (2 articles), Allyn Fisher-Ilan (1 article)


NEWSPAPER STAFF REPORTERS
CHICAGO TRIBUNE - Borzou Daragahi (1 article)

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR - Joshua Mitnick (1 article), Scott Peterson (1 article), Ilene Prusher (1 article)

LOS ANGELES TIMES - Richard Boudreaux (2 articles), Ashraf Khalil (4 articles)

MCCATHEY NEWSPAPERS - Dion Nissenbaum (3 articles)

NEW YORK TIMES - Ethan Bronner (2 articles), Isabel Kershner (5 articles)

WALL STREET JOURNAL - Charles Levinson (2 articles), Jay Solomon (0)

WASHINGTON POST - Linda Gradstein (1 article), Griffe Witte (0)

OP-ED COLUMNISTS

Harvey Araton (1 article), Jay Bookman (1 article), Roger Cohen (1 article), Steven Cook (1 article), Trita Parsi (1 article), Kurt Streeter (1 article)

EDITORIALS

Wall Street Journal (2 editorials);

Washington Post (1 editorial)
 
THE SPECIAL FOCUS ARTICLES THEMSELVES
WIRE SERVICE NEWS ARTICLES

ASSOCIATED PRESS

----------------------

Ibrahim Barzak

Egypt briefly opens Gaza border for 1,000 to cross 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, Associated Press Writer

February 22, 2009 - 7:17 p.m. EST
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Egypt.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-egypt,0,5674442.story
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/915887.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_gaza_egypt.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/22/AR2009022200259.html
OUR COMMENT - mentions pursuit of prosecution for international crimes but only by Arab League, and does not mention inproper use of weapons such as white phosphorous.  No mention of inhumanity of blockade

US Sen. Kerry goes to Gaza Strip, avoids Hamas 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, Associated Press Writer

February 19, 2009 - 2:53 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_US_Gaza.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-us-gaza,0,1770915.story
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6271108.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_us_gaza.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/19/AR2009021900356.html
QUOTE - "Israel launched the offensive in response to years of Palestinian rocket attacks on its south. The sides declared separate cease-fires Jan. 18, but sporadic violence has persisted while Egypt works to broker a long-term truce."

OUR COMMENT - no mention of blockade at all, let alone the inhumanity of the blockade, or the HR violations of attacks.  No mention of Hamas position at all.

----------------------

Josef Federman

Jewish leaders: Punish UAE for banning tennis star

By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, February 18, 2009; 1:09 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/18/AR2009021801187.html
QUOTE - "The controversy has trapped the UAE between its desire to host big-time global sporting events and its stance on Mideast politics. The country sees itself as a guardian of the Palestinians. … The Peer incident already has hurt the country's reputation. The Tennis Channel canceled plans to televise the women's tournament, and the Wall Street Journal Europe withdrew as one of the sponsors of the Dubai Tennis Championships.... The Jewish umbrella group, which is holding meetings in Jerusalem this week, called the decision "offensive, discriminatory and unacceptable."    In an interview, the conference's executive vice chairman said his group had urged WTA tour chief Larry Scott to cancel the women's tournament next year if Dubai did not change its policy. ….  There has to be some price," Malcolm Hoenlein said. "History teaches us if you let a thing like this go, it grows, and if people perceive it as a license to discriminate, there will be no limit.""

OUR COMMENT - The complaint of discrimination is especially hypocritical because of Israel's history of discrimination and HR violations.

----------------------

Matti Friedman

Jewish-Arab duo faces criticism ahead of songfest 

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer

February 20, 2009 - 3:07 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Musical_Politics.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-musical-politics,0,6851945.story
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6272285.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/912753.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/pop/1403ap_ml_israel_musical_politics.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/20/AR2009022000181.html
QUOTE - "Around a fifth of Israel's 7 million citizens are Arabs. They have equal rights under the law but face discrimination in government budgets and employment, and have poverty rates higher than those of the country's Jews.... "The Israeli government is sending the two of you to Moscow as part of its propaganda machine, which is trying to create the appearance of Jewish-Arab 'coexistence' under which it carries out the daily massacre of Palestinian civilians," read the petition targeting Nini and Awad…..  One of the signatories was Mohammad Bakri, a well-known Israeli Arab actor and director who has been critical of the Israeli government.   "I don't want Mira to be used," he said. "It's not a big honor to represent Israel right now in the Eurovision. It's a shame, in my point of view.""

OUR COMMENT - We need to explain to Ms. Friedman how law-based discrimination is much worse in Israel, which has also fostered an atmosphere of racism where Arabs are regularly harrassed in Israel just for being Arabs. Also she mentions how Israeli Arabs are angry about the Gaza attacks but does not mention international corroboration as many seek prosecution of Israel for war crimes, and plus the inhumanity of the blockade which has been labeled collective punishment.  This is important background to Arab anger about the attacks.

Netanyahu gets nod to form new Israeli government

By Matti Friedman | Associated Press

Date: 02.20.09

http://features.csmonitor.com/globalnews/2009/02/20/netanyahu-gets-nod-to-form-new-israeli-government/
QUOTE - "“I call on the members of all the factions … to set politics aside and put the good of the nation at the center,” Netanyahu said during a brief ceremony at President Shimon Peres’s residence in Jerusalem, where he was officially assigned the coalition-building task.In his appeal, Netanyahu singled out “first and foremost” Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, head of the governing Kadima party, and Defense Minister Ehud Barak, chairman of the Labor Party.   Ms. Livni, the key to a broad-based government, indicated she might be willing to come on board. But because Kadima retained its position as Israel’s largest party in Feb. 10  elections, she would certainly exact a high price: sharing the premiership she so fervently sought with Netanyahu, who doesn’t want to serve for only half a term….. Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat said any future Israeli government that doesn’t accept the establishment of a Palestinian state and continues settlement building “will not be a partner……. We will not be in the negotiations for the sake of negotiations,” Mr. Erekat said.    Fawzi Barhoum, a spokesman for the Islamic militant Hamas group that rules the Gaza Strip, said Netanyahu’s appointment “indicates that there is no possibility for security and stability in the region in the coming period.” Hamas is not party to peace talks and is shunned by Israel and Western powers as a terrorist organization."

OUR COMMENT - This article well describes the chaos brought on by Israeli election results and includes the Palestinian viewpoint, but does not tell the implications of Israeli continued support for illegal settlements and the inhumane blockade of Gaza.

Netanyahu holds most cards in postelection Israel 

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer

February 17, 2009 - 12:45 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Politics_Analysis.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-politics-analysis,0,6757686.story
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6266940.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/907938.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_politics_analysis.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021701441.html
QUOTE - "Netanyahu has two options. He can put together a narrow coalition of hard-line and religious Jewish parties, which would allow him to govern with 65 seats. Or he could reach out to Livni, his rival, in an attempt to form a centrist coalition. Those options suggest very different paths.

OUR COMMENT - The first option would likely freeze peace talks with the Palestinians, and draw international pressure _ including from Obama, who has promised to "aggressively" pursue Mideast peace _ and face dissatisfaction from large parts of the Israeli public. Such pressures could make the government short-lived.  The second option would most likely continue some form of negotiations and would certainly enjoy broader internal and international support. But they could also be deadlocked between the hard-liners of Likud, who rule out territorial concessions to the Palestinians, and the more moderate lawmakers of Kadima, whose platform calls for pressing ahead with peace talks.  But very superficial mention of impact on peace process, settlements and blockade, the latter being illegal and inhumane.

Israel used fighting to perfect anti-rocket system

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 16, 2009 7:00 a.m. PT
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/906413.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_gaza_weapons_tested.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/16/AR2009021600882.html
QUOTE - "Rockets fired by militant groups like Hamas and Hezbollah are among the most potent threats facing Israel, with the majority of the country's population now in range from either Gaza or Lebanon. Southern Israel has faced rocket fire from Gaza since 2001, while to the north, thousands of rockets from Lebanon were fired during Israel's war against Hezbollah guerrillas in 2006."

OUR COMMENT - no mention of why militants are firing rockets at Israel, such as the inhumanity of the blockade or the refusal to respect the law-based Palestinian right-of-return.
----------------------

Steven Gutkin

Netanyahu gathers support to lead Israel

By Steven Gutkin, Associated Press

Friday, February 20, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/20/mideast0220.html
QUOTE - "“Today the foundations were laid for an extremist right-wing government under the leadership of Netanyahu,” Livni said in a message to her centrist Kadima Party. “That is not our way and there is nothing for us in such a government… We must be an alternative of hope and go into opposition.” …. If Livni stays out of Netanyahu’s government, it will almost certainly hurt Netanyahu’s credibility with the U.S. and Europe. And his hold on power will be more tenuous in a narrow coalition of rightists, with hard-line allies threatening to bring down his government in the face of any concession for peace….. Livni wants a negotiated settlement with the Palestinians, a position supported by the Obama administration, while Netanyahu’s partner on the right, Avigdor Lieberman of the Yisrael Beiteinu (Israel is Our Home) Party, has drawn opprobrium with his call for Israel’s 1 million Arabs to swear allegiance to the Jewish state or lose their citizenship."

OUR COMMENT - no mention of settlements or blockade or viewpoint of Arab citizens or opposition.

Netanyahu gains support of anti-Arab politician

By STEVEN GUTKIN, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Last updated February 19, 2009 9:32 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/400848_mid20.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/19/AR2009021900370.html
QUOTE - ""If Netanyahu wants cohesion and peace among the ranks of his coalition, that would mean isolation from the rest of the world," said political scientist Menachem Hofnung. "If he wants to avoid international condemnation and isolation, then he will face cracks and dissent from within his coalition.""

OUR COMMENT - He should mention why settlements are so bad, illegal and condemned by the international community.

---------------------

Ben Hubbard

(nothing this week)
----------------------

Karin Laub

Hamas rival: Gaza aid should go directly to needy

By KARIN LAUB, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 18, 2009 12:55 p.m. PT
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/909388.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_rebuilding_gaza.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/18/AR2009021801087.html
QUOTE - "Any reconstruction plans depend on whether Israel and Egypt lift their blockade of Gaza, imposed after the 2007 Hamas takeover.... Israel's Cabinet said Wednesday it would end the blockade only if the militants free an Israeli soldier they've been holding for nearly three years."

OUR COMMENT - No mention of inhumanity of blockade.

Israeli plan creates new Mideast friction - Palestinians warn that settlement expansion could make peace efforts ‘worthless.’

Israel seizes land for settlement expansion

Israel seizes land in West Bank to expand settlement (2/16/09)

Settlement plan clouds peace efforts

Israelis in West Bank plan to widen settlement

West Bank Land Seized As Israel Looks to Build
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/17/mideast0217.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/17/israel_seizes_land_for_settlement/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mideast17_webfeb17,0,273993.story
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6265875.html
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/39701797.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/02/17/MNKA15V10D.DTL&hw=Karin+Laub&sn=004&sc=617
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/400337_israel17.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/16/AR2009021601293.html
By Karin Laub, Associated Press

Tuesday, February 17, 2009

QUOTE - ""We oppose settlement activity in principle, and if the settlement activity doesn't stop, any meetings [with the Israelis] will be worthless," Abbas said Monday.... Yesh Din, an Israeli human rights group involved in the Efrat expansion case, said Monday that over the years Israel's government has assigned almost all areas designated as state land to settlements. The group said that is a violation of international law, which requires an occupying power to act for the benefit of the local population."

OUR COMMENT - The law violated is the Geneva Conventions (article 49.6), plus many UN resolutions.

----------------------

Mark Lavie

Israel says no cease-fire until soldier comes home

http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2009/02/18/israel_considers_trading_prisoners_for_soldier/
Israel: Borders stay shut until soldier is released

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_11733827
Israel says no cease-fire until soldier comes home

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6269637.html
Israel says no cease-fire until soldier comes home

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/909775.html
Israel: Soldier must be freed first (2/19/09)

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/39833707.html
Israel considers trading prisoners for soldier

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008740222_apmlisraelpalestinians.html
Israel considers trading prisoners for soldier

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/18/AR2009021800238.html
By MARK LAVIE, Associated Press Writer

Originally published Wednesday, February 18, 2009 at 2:55 PM

QUOTE - "Israel allows only vital humanitarian supplies to enter.... Speaking shortly before Israel announced its condition, the United Nation's top Mideast envoy, Robert Serry, warned there is a danger of new fighting in Gaza if a cease-fire deal isn't reached quickly.  He told the U.N. Security Council that a durable cease-fire can be achieved only if there is broad progress on exchanging prisoners, preventing weapons smuggling into Gaza, opening Gaza's borders and uniting Palestinian factions.   These steps "would also pave the way for the longer term recovery and reconstruction of Gaza," Serry said."

OUR COMMENT - We should remind Mr. Lavie that the international communinty has labeled the blockade inhumane and a form of collective punishment in direct contradiction with what Israel claims.  Also, remind him that a significant number of Palestinian prisoners are in Israeli jails under administrative detention which means no trial or charges which is also illegal.

----------------------

Amy Teibel

Netanyahu urges moderates to join broad government (2/20/09)
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/20/israels_peres_to_meet_prime_minister_candidates/
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/headline/world/6272607.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/912806.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/20/AR2009022001151.html
Netanyahu appeals to rivals to join him in coalition rule (2/21/09)

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/40018872.html
By AMY TEIBEL, Associated Press

QUOTE - "Yisrael Beiteinu wants to redraw Israel's borders to place heavy concentrations of Israeli Arabs under Palestinian jurisdiction and to require those Arabs who remained to sign a loyalty oath or lose their citizenship rights.Those positions have not drawn any criticism from the religious parties, but Lieberman angers them with his vehement opposition to the Orthodox Jewish establishment's control of key aspects of life in Israel, such as marriage. If either party bolted a right-wing coalition in a fight over social issues, the government would fall.  The nationalist and religious parties could both cause Netanyahu problems in the international arena if the U.S. were to pressure him to make territorial concessions to the Palestinians.  His first government fell apart in 1999 after Washington leaned on him to grant the Palestinians control of large parts of the biblically significant West Bank town of Hebron.    The nationalist camp's commitment to expanding West Bank settlements could put Israel at loggerheads with the U.S., the Jewish state's main ally. President Barack Obama has vowed to make ending 60 years of conflict between Israel and the Palestinians a priority, and his new Mideast envoy, George Mitchell, unequivocally favors a halt to all settlement building."

OUR COMMENT - This article very well describes why Netanyahu needs moderates in his government because otherwise he is stuck including only the conservative groups which are at serious odds with each other.  In addition, she also describes the conflict these groups also have with Obama over expanding settlements.  She should have mentioned why Obama opposes the settlements - how the entire international community opposes the settlements as illegal, and how even multiple UN resolutions have condemned them.

Jews in Muslim lands anxious over Gaza war 

By AMY TEIBEL, Associated Press Writer

February 16, 2009 - 11:32 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Jews_in_Muslim_Lands.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6265586.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_jews_in_muslim_lands.html
QUOTE - "Jews in Surabaya have experienced no hostility, Samba said. But increasingly — probably because of events like the Gaza war — a smattering of swastikas has appeared on the backs of buses, he said.... Jewish leaders in Egypt and Syria were curt when asked about the climate toward Jews in their countries.   "We have no troubles and we don't talk politics," said Carmen Weinstein, head of the Jewish Community in Cairo…. In Syria, Jewish community head Albert Komho said, "There is no fear and there are no threats. …We are not involved in any political activity and we are functioning normally."... The Iranian-Jewish community went out of its way to distance itself from Israel during the Gaza fighting, issuing a statement expressing solidarity with the Palestinians and condemning the Israeli offensive. "The inhuman behavior of the Zionist regime contradicts the religious teachings" of the Jewish faith, the statement said.  A group of Iranian Jews, including Jewish lawmaker Siamak Mara-Sedq, protested against the war in front of the U.N. office in Tehran in late December.... The fury over Gaza has centered around the hundreds of Palestinian civilians killed in the war, in which 13 Israelis also died. Israel says it could not avoid killing civilians because Gaza militants operate from residential areas, but critics accuse it of using disproportionate force in its war to halt rocket attacks on its territory.... In the past..."

OUR COMMENT - excellent description of how Israeli policy motivates anti-Semitism where previously there was no problem.  could have mentioned wide spread peaceful protests as well, and could have mentioned how all of this was motivated by actions which have generated multiple allegations and investigations of alleged war crimes in Gaza by Israel.

======================

REUTERS

----------------------

Adam Entous

Israel links Gaza deal to soldier's release

By Adam Entous, Reuters 

Wednesday, February 18, 2009; 8:34 AM
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/18/israel_weighs_release_of_hamas_prisoners_for_soldier/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/18/AR2009021800592.html
QUOTE - ""The crossings are open and will remain open to humanitarian aid," said Olmert's spokesman, Mark Regev.... But he said Israel has decided that "any further widening will be dependent first on the release of Gilad Shalit," captured by Gaza militants in a cross-border raid in 2006."

OUR COMMENT - Border crossings are not open and not adequate humanitarian supplies are getting through as per international community.  Also we should mention that a large percentage of Palestinian prisoners are in prison under adminstrative detention with no charges or trial - which is illegal as well.

Israeli govt to consider Hamas prisoner swap, truce

By Adam Entous, Reuters

Monday, February 16, 2009; 1:38 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/16/AR2009021600926.html
OUR COMMENT - describes the complexity of Hamas/Israel negotiations over Gaza peace and the status of POW Shalit. But once again no mention of inhumanity of lockade as per international community

----------------------

Allyn Fisher-Ilan

Israel's Peres to meet parties before naming premier

by Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Reuters 

Wednesday, February 18, 2009; 12:01 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021701493.html
OUR COMMENTS - describes the current state of turmoil of Israeli politics, but did not mention Pal citizen's view or implications for peace process.

======================

NEWSPAPER STAFF ARTICLES

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

----------------------

Borzou Daragahi

International Atomic Energy Agency says Iran has enough nuclear fuel to build a bomb

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-iran_20feb20,0,3841470.story
Iran has enough nuclear fuel for bomb, U.N. says

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_11744053
By Borzou Daragahi | Tribune Newspapers 

February 20, 2009 

(no review of this article)

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

----------------------

Joshua Mitnick

Lieberman nod to Netanyahu tips Israel right

By Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the February 20, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0220/p05s01-wome.html
QUOTE - "Long disparaged as the bad boy of Israeli politics, Avigdor Lieberman has leveraged a racially divisive campaign assailing the loyalty of Israel's Arab minority to become the kingmaker of the next government.   On Thursday, Mr. Lieberman, who is leader of the right-wing Yisrael Beytenu, or "Israel Is Our Home" party, formally threw his support behind Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu, nearly clinching his chances to lead a right-wing coalition. In return, Lieberman is seen as a candidate for one of three top cabinet posts: finance, defense, or foreign affairs.  Now, as the controversial politician prepares to shape Israeli policy, many are concerned that he could put Israel at odds with the United States and the international community.Lieberman is relying on a career diplomat to help avoid such tensions."

OUR COMMENT - This article largely describes the efforts of x-ambassador to the US, Danny Ayalon to rationalize and sanitize the positions of Lieberman as he gets closer to forming a government with Netanyahu.

----------------------

Scott Peterson

From Iran's hard-liners, tough talk – but pragmatism as well

By Scott Peterson | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the February 18, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0218/p04s01-wome.html
(no review of this article)

----------------------

Ilene Prusher

Key prisoners at center of Israeli-Hamas negotiations

By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the February 19, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0219/p01s05-wome.html
QUOTE - "Israel on Wednesday increased pressure on Hamas to free Gilad Shalit, the soldier held by the Gaza militants, by saying it would not agree to a long-term cease-fire deal, open borders into the coastal strip, or release the 1,000 prisoners that Hamas wants freed until they know he is coming home….. "Hamas wants to say, we are not against Fatah as Fatah. We are against the corrupt people and the collaborators, and we want what's best for all the Palestinian people. In this way, Barghouti's release will be very helpful for Hamas's image," says Qaddura Fares, a senior Fatah official, as he sits in a office like so many here, one with a huge picture of Barghouti. In it, Barghouti is wearing a brown Israeli prison uniform and raising victorious-but-shackled wrists – an image that can be seen in every town and village in the West Bank….. Despite the Israeli cabinet decision Wednesday, much progress has been made toward a prisoner exchange following the 22-day war between Israel and Hamas. That war came to an uneasy pause when both sides declared unilateral cease-fires on Jan. 18….. Since then, Israel and Hamas – with the help of Egypt – have been weighing a prisoner exchange, as well as an official truce that would have two important aspects: Israel would open border crossings into Gaza and Hamas would stop firing rockets at Israel….. But Israel now says nothing will happen without the release of Shalit."

OUR COMMENT - This article well describes the complexity of Egypt-Hamas-Israel negotiations, as well as the importance of the potential release of Marwan Barghouti.  Unfortunately it does not describe the international condemnation of the blockade as inhumane and a form of collective punishment.

LOS ANGELES TIMES

----------------------

Richard Boudreaux

Avigdor Lieberman has twisted control over Israel election

Richard Boudreaux, Los Angeles Times Staff Writer

February 17, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-electfeb17,0,3908386.story
(no review of this article)

Livni, Netanyahu and Lieberman: Israel's Tangled Trio

By Richard Boudreaux, Los Angeles Times

February 17, 2009
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/17/israels_tangled_political_trio_sorting_out_election_results/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israeli-electionsfeb17,0,7603753.story
OUR COMMENT - a solid description of the tangle of Israeli politics following the elections, but no description of the Palestinian view or of the illegal policies the Israelis support.

----------------------

Ashraf Khalil

Newly named Prime Minister Netanyahu to form Israeli government

By Ashraf Khalil | Tribune Newspapers 

February 21, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-bibi_21feb21,0,1943385.story
Israel's Netanyahu wins task of forming new government
http://www.latimes.com/business/energy/la-fg-israel-netanyahu21-2009feb21,0,1911039.story
QUOTE - "Commentator Shalom Yerushalmi, writing Friday in the newspaper Maariv, said Netanyahu's previous stint as prime minister in the late 1990s featured the same sort of thin majority, which proved unsustainable. …. "Netanyahu swore that he would not make a narrow government again, and would never again be the prime minister of half the people," Yerushalmi wrote. "But today he is returning to the exact same situation.""

OUR COMMENT - fairly brief description of the tough position of Netanyahu trying to find a workable coalition to lead Israel.  But the description lacks the Palestinian viewpoint and word about support for the illegal settlements and inhumane blockade of Gaza.

Netanyahu takes reins in Israel, seeks unity

By Ashraf Khalil, Los Angeles Times

Saturday, February 21, 2009 at 12:00 AM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008768920_mid21.html
(no review of this article)

Netanyahu gets key ally for Israeli post

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/20/netanyahu_gets_key_ally_for_israeli_post/
Netanyahu gets a boost in PM race

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-t6-israel_0220feb20,0,3650660.story
Israel ultranationalist Lieberman backs Netanyahu

http://www.latimes.com/business/energy/la-fg-israel-prime-minister20-2009feb20,0,6181237.story
Likud leader wins key support in Israel

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/02/20/MNGA1615M9.DTL&hw=ashraf+khalil&sn=001&sc=1000
By Ashraf Khalil | Tribune Newspapers 

February 20, 2009

QUOTE - "Thursday's developments increased the likelihood Netanyahu will run the government with a narrow right-wing coalition that observers predict would encourage the controversial growth of settlements in the occupied West Bank and clash with President Barack Obama over the pace and scope of peace negotiations with the Palestinians….. A Netanyahu/Lieberman-led government would be "a bad combination for America's interests," said Daniel Kurtzer, a former U.S. ambassador to Israel and Egypt, at a Georgetown University panel discussion this week. "It would be much more difficult for the right wing, even with determined American leadership, to advance the peace process.""

OUR COMMENT - no mention of view of Palestinians or of how the settlements are condemned by the international community including multiple UN resolutions

A new enemy for Gaza smugglers

By Ashraf Khalil

February 17, 2009 in print edition A-8

http://articles.latimes.com/2009/02/17/news/fg-gaza-tunnel17
QUOTE - "Abu Baraa and other owners say they hope the current crackdown is just a temporary show by the Egyptians to satisfy international demands. They angrily warn that a serious long-term anti-tunnel effort would be a betrayal by Mubarak’s government and risk a dangerous backlash. …. “The Egyptian people are our brothers,” Abu Baraa says. “The government is a collaborator.”"

OUR COMMENT - This article describes the sudden crackdown of the Gaza smuggling tunnels by Egypt and the resulting Palestinian anger.  The article would have made its point stronger if it had described the inhumanity of the blockade.

MCCATHEY NEWSPAPERS

----------------------

Dion Nissenbaum

Photographer opens window into Orthodox Judaism with sensitive exhibit

By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Wednesday, 02.18.09

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/909936.html
(no review of this article)

U.S. lawmakers tour Gaza Strip, view aftermath of Israel's offensive 

By Dion Nissenbaum, McClatchy Newspapers

February 20, 2009 at 8:53AM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008764836_gaza20.html
(no review of this article)

As U.S. lawmakers visit, Mideast ponders what comes next

By DION NISSENBAUM

Posted on Thu, Feb. 19, 2009 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/912034.html
(no review of this article)

NEW YORK TIMES

----------------------

Ethan Bronner

Netanyahu, Once Hawkish, Now Touts Pragmatism 

By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: February 20, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/21/world/middleeast/21netanyahu.html
QUOTE - "Mr. Netanyahu remains a deep skeptic about the Muslim world’s intentions toward Israel and tends to highlight fears more than hopes for the region. He opposed Israel’s withdrawal in 2005 from Gaza, saying it would lead to Hamas rockets on Israel, which it did. … Like other dark predictions of his, that has led Israelis to see him as a reliable guide to the region.   Today, he says stopping Iran from going nuclear is a much more important issue than whether a Palestinian state is established. He has made clear that the Iranian challenge is an existential one that could well lead to military action…. He believes that if Iran’s ambition for regional hegemony is checked and its nuclear program stopped, then its clients, Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon, will be of less concern.... For Mr. Netanyahu, that has meant accepting that much of the West Bank will be part of a future Palestinian state, but with Israel keeping control of the borders, airspace and electromagnetic frequencies. The state would also have no military, by his reckoning. …. Whether such a deal would ever be acceptable to the Palestinians is far from clear. Equally unclear is whether the government he forms will allow him the freedom of action to go even that far."

OUR COMMENT - This interesting article emphasizes Mr. Netanyahu's pragmatic side, but does not mention that this includes settlements which are illegal and blockade which is inhumane.

Right wing poised to lead Israel

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_11744742
Netanyahu Gains in Bid to Be Israeli Premier 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/20/world/middleeast/20israel.html
By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: February 19, 2009

QUOTE - "Kadima favors continuing the peace talks with the Palestinian Authority that Ms. Livni has been leading, while Mr. Netanyahu believes that the talks have been largely fruitless and that emphasis should be placed on building the Palestinians’ institutions and economy. …. Mr. Lieberman’s anti-Arab stands, including a demand that all Arab citizens sign a loyalty oath to the Jewish state, have alienated many in Ms. Livni’s party. It is widely felt that a government with Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Lieberman in charge would be narrowly based and unstable and would find little favor in Washington, leading to another election before long."

OUR COMMENT - good description of Israeli political chaos but no description of their problems with illegal wall and inhumane blockade.

----------------------

Isabel Kershner

New leader calls for unity in Israel

By Isabel Kershner, New York Times

Saturday, February 21, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/21/mideast0221.html
OUR COMMENT - Solid description of Israel's current political chaos, but no mention of Palestinian view, or of problem with settlements or inhumane blockade.

Rocket Fired From Lebanon Strikes Northern Israel 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 21, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/22/world/middleeast/22mideastweb.html?_r=1
OUR COMMENT - no explanation of why militants are motivated to fight Israel so that people could understand why there is a conflict.

Netanyahu to Form New Israel Government 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 20, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/21/world/middleeast/21israel.html
QUOTE - "in his plea for unity, Mr. Netanyahu pointed to the existential threat to Israel that would be posed by a nuclear Iran and the global economic crisis that he said could cost hundreds of thousands of Israelis their jobs. …. Such major challenges, Mr. Netanyahu said, required “a new approach” of unity and of “joining hands.” Striking a more positive and conciliatory tone, he said the goal was to seek “peace with our neighbors and unity among ourselves.” ….. A broad government joined by the center and left would likely promote a more pragmatic agenda and avoid friction with Israel’s most important ally, the United States.... Ms. Livni has staked her political career on promoting negotiations with the more pragmatic, Western-backed Palestinian leadership for a two-state solution. Mr. Netanyahu says he wants to promote “economic peace” in the West Bank but has remained deliberately vague about any long-term political solutions. …. Ms. Livni noted on Thursday that Mr. Netanyahu “meanwhile refuses to talk about a two-state solution.”"

OUR COMMENT - no mention of how settlements are illegal and condemned by international community or the blockade which is inhumane.

American Lawmakers Visit Gaza 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 18, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/19/world/middleeast/19mideast.html
QUOTE - "Hamas is demanding open border crossings and a lifting of the economic embargo that Israel has imposed on Gaza since the militant group took over the area in 2007. Israel demands an end to rocket and mortar fire by Gaza militants against population centers in southern Israel, and a halt to weapons smuggling by Hamas.    In the meantime, the Israeli security cabinet said it would allow only “partial activities at the crossings” to “supply the immediate and basic humanitarian needs of the Palestinian population.” Human rights organizations and some foreign officials have denounced the policy as collective punishment."

OUR COMMENT - Mentions the inhumanity of the blockade and Hamas demands, but does not mention the severity of the inhumanity and its international condemnation.

Israel links its blockade to captive soldier

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/19/israel_links_its_blockade_to_captive_soldier/
Gaza borders closed until soldier is freed

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/400657_mid19.html
By ISABEL KERSHNER, THE NEW YORK TIMES

Last updated February 18, 2009 9:24 p.m. PT

QUOTE - "Hamas has rejected any link between an opening of the crossings as part of a cease-fire and a deal to release Shalit. Fawzi Barhoum, a Hamas spokesman in Gaza, said the Israeli position "imposes new conditions at the last minute….. This completely contradicts the Egyptian and Palestinian positions," he continued in a statement, and he accused Israel of "blackmail."…. He added that Hamas "had no objection" to releasing the Israeli soldier if Israel met his group's demands for a prisoner exchange….. This week, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak also rejected any direct link between the truce and the release of Shalit….. But Meir Sheetrit, the Israeli interior minister, who attended Wednesday's Cabinet meeting, told reporters afterward that Israel "cannot come to any agreement with Hamas or Egypt without solving the issue of Gilad Shalit."….. Egypt has been brokering talks for a long-term truce since Israel ended its 22-day war against Hamas in Gaza a month ago. Hamas is demanding open border crossings and a lifting of the economic embargo that Israel has imposed on Gaza….. Israel demands an end to rocket and mortar fire by Gaza militants against population centers in southern Israel, and a halt to weapons smuggling by Hamas."

OUR COMMENT - We should encourage Ms. Kershner to also mention the inhumanity of the blockade which motivates Hamas so much to focus on it; also that it has been labeled collective punishment by the international community, and it was originally designed to torment the people of Gaza into getting rid of Hamas, but has failed in this respect.  Yet it still continues now as a bargaining tool against Hamas.

WALL STREET JOURNAL

----------------------

Charles Levinson

MIDDLE EAST NEWS: Netanyahu, Given Nod, Pitches Unity Government

By CHARLES LEVINSON

FEBRUARY 21, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123513097022532365.html
QUOTE - "Without Ms. Livni's support, he'll likely find himself at the helm of the country's most conservative government in over a decade, backed by a bloc of conservative, religious and nationalist parties who favor a hard line with the Palestinians, which could deal a further setback to already dim peace hopes in the region….. "The minute he moves even slightly toward some sort of compromise with the Palestinians, his government will be brought down," said Gadi Wolfsfeld, a political science professor at Hebrew University. "He can't afford to lose any of these parties and the minute he starts talking about a Palestinian state or giving back the Golan Heights to Syria, the parties leave and that's the end of any peace progress.".... Still, for the 59-year-old Mr. Netanyahu, the ten years that have passed since he was last voted out of office have vindicated his Likud Party's long-held view that the Palestinians don't want peace and giving them Israel-occupied land will only strengthen Israel's enemies. Instead, Mr. Netanyahu says he will pursue peace by bolstering the Palestinians' economic fortunes…… President Obama's Mideast peace envoy George Mitchell said Wednesday that Israel needs to pursue political negotiations with the Palestinians in addition to an economic track, comments widely interpreted as an early rebuke of Mr. Netanyahu's plan."

OUR COMMENT - It is very important that we correct Mr. Levinson's basic point - it seems that the evidence of Israel's record with settlement expansion is that it is actually Israel that doesn't want peace.  Palestinians want peace - they just also want their legal right of return realized as well which Israel has also adamantly refuses to respect.  They say that that would threaten the Jewish nature of their state - but maybe that is a goal which we should not support because it inherently violates basic principles of democracy (that the government should be neutral and of service equally to all) and has led to discrimination and a racist atmosphere within Israel, and it is doubtful considering human nature that it could ever be any different.

MIDDLE EAST NEWS: Netanyahu Secures Support He Needs to Form Majority

By CHARLES LEVINSON

FEBRUARY 20, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123504062713121463.html
QUOTE - "Ms. Livni so far has resisted calls to join Mr. Netanyahu unless she holds the upper hand. After Mr. Lieberman's announcement, she told party members she would not join "an extreme right-wing government" with Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Lieberman, according to Ms. Livni's spokeswoman, Maya Jacobs. "We were not elected in order to make an extreme right-wing government look kosher," her spokeswoman quoted her as saying….. The tough talk could simply be posturing to secure a powerful role in Mr. Netanyahu's government, as her spokeswoman conceded. "If you walk into a room and everyone knows that you have nothing to lose by not joining the government, it's a whole different ballgame," said Ms. Jacobs. "If Netanyahu wants her he's going to have to work very hard to get her and give a lot more than he was intending on giving."….. If Mr. Peres gives him the go-ahead, Mr. Netanyahu would have up to 42 days to form a ruling coalition. Mr. Lieberman's announcement suggested that he could withdraw his support of Mr. Netanyahu if Ms. Livni refused to join…… Danny Ayalon, an incoming lawmaker on Mr. Lieberman's slate, called that scenario unlikely. ….. "If Livni doesn't agree, this may pose a dilemma for us," said Mr. Ayalon. "It will be easier for us to take the next step which is to join a narrow government led by Netanyahu, but we don't want that.""

OUR COMMENT - This article describes the delimma facing Netanyahu but does not mention the viewpoint of the Palestinians and does not mention the illegal status of the settlements he supports and the inhumanity of the blockade.

----------------------

Jay Solomon

(nothing this week)

WASHINGTON POST

----------------------

Linda Gradstein

Peres asks Likud leader to form coalition

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/21/peres_asks_likud_leader_to_form_coalition/
Netanyahu tries to form Israeli government

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/02/21/MNB1161NT5.DTL&hw=Israel&sn=058&sc=196
Netanyahu to Form Israeli Government

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/20/AR2009022000219.html
By Linda Gradstein, Special to The Washington Post 

Saturday, February 21, 2009; Page A10 

QUOTE - "Two other small right-wing parties have said their price for joining the government is a promise from Netanyahu to expand Jewish settlements in the West Bank. That would contradict the U.S.-backed road map to peace, which calls on Israel to freeze all building in the West Bank. …………… Jewish settlement leaders said they hope a narrow Netanyahu government would allow them to build homes for hundreds of families who are on waiting lists to move into the settlements. ….They also hope that more than 100 existing but unauthorized outposts, often a handful of mobile homes set up on a hill to try to control as much of the West Bank as possible, will be given approval. ….. "I hope the new government has the courage to do this," said Dani Dayan, the head of the Yesha Council, the umbrella organization for Jewish settlers in the West Bank. "At the same time, look at former prime minister Ariel Sharon. We were his most ardent supporters, we helped him get in, and then he withdrew from Gaza. After that, I say you can never really know." "

OUR COMMENT - no description of how settlements are illegal, or how Palestinians feel about these election results and coalition problems.

----------------------

Griffe Witte

(nothing this week)

OP-ED COLUMNISTS

----------------------

Harvey Araton

Sports of The Times: Life Lessons From Sports in a World of Strife 

By HARVEY ARATON

Published: February 21, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/22/sports/basketball/22araton.html?scp=18&sq=israel%20palestine%20conflict&st=cse
QUOTE - "When [pro-basketball star Anthony] Parker was in Israel, his education in Middle East affairs included visits to hospitals, where he had a close look at people whose lives were roiled or ravaged by bombings, who had once only represented a statistic in a television report, a number in a real-life box score….. Parker loved his time in Israel, left behind many friends there. When he joined the Raptors, he chose No. 18, a lucky number in Judaism. That said, he plays it straight down the middle when asked about the continuing conflicts. The complexities run too deep to give the appearance of taking sides….. Of Israel’s bloody incursion into Gaza he said, “I’m just glad it’s over.”….. He prefers to dwell on the battles won and lost on the court because sport is about achieving, not killing. It is about making your opponent salute you, not hate you. In recapping his time with Maccabi Tel Aviv, he is compelled to point out that those three Euroleague titles happened, too."

OUR COMMENT - This op-ed is the epitome of Zionist arrogance and ignorance manifested in the world of sports condemning protests against Israel's actions and showing only one side of the story while completely ignoring Israel's crimes that started and perpetuate it all.

----------------------

Jay Bookman

OP-ED: Israeli settlement growth endangers Israel

By Jay Bookman

1:00 pm February 17, 2009, by Jay

http://blogs.ajc.com/jay-bookman-blog/2009/02/17/israeli-settlement-growth-endangers-israel/
QUOTE - "Condemning Palestinian terrorism is necessary and appropriate, but doing so while silently accepting Israeli expansion of West Bank settlements does neither party a favor and makes the already dim hopes of peace in that region even more far-fetched. Israel is creating “facts on the ground” that it cannot remove and that make its own long-term survival less likely. It is a slow-motion act of national suicide, and those who call themselves friends of Israel betray that friendship by pretending to be blind to that danger."

OUR COMMENT - Condemns settlements but does not tell why very clearly (except that it motivates terrorism) - does not mention international law (and international condemnation including UN resolutions) and does not mention moral reasoning - for example it is bad  to steal land for example.

----------------------

Roger Cohen

Op-Ed: Reading Khamenei in Tehran 

By ROGER COHEN

Published: February 18, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/19/opinion/19cohen.html?scp=10&sq=israel%20palestine&st=cse
OUR COMMENT - This op-ed gives an interesting view of Iran's Ayatollah Ali Khamenei including suggested compromises for both the Obama adminstration and Khamenei in order to create a true peaceful relationship.

----------------------

Steven Cook

Netanyahu Assembles New Israeli Government - Livni Will Not Join a Netanyahu-Led Government

Steven A. Cook

Friday, February 20, 2009; 1:00 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/discussion/2009/02/20/DI2009022001581.html
QUOTE - "there are two issues that I believe are the primary obstacles to peace. First, the general Arab refusal to recognize Israel's legitimate right to exist in the region. They may recognize the reality of Israel, but not it's legitimacy. Second, Israeli settlements. As long as the Israelis are expropriating Palestinian land to build settlements, Arabs can only draw the conclusion that Israel is not interested in a two-state solution."

OUR COMMENT - He forgot about the Palestinian right-of-return - and the intractable opposing positions of the two parties on that issue.

----------------------

Jack David

There's No Reason for a Nuclear Test Ban - The only country it would bind is ours

By JACK DAVID

February 21, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123517461151837309.html
QUOTE - "It's back. A decade after its rejection by the Senate, the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) is once again under consideration. President Barack Obama says he wants the Senate to ratify it "at the earliest, practical date." But to what end? As the ratification debate of the 1990s showed and the last 10 years confirm, the CTBT is irrelevant to the world's main nuclear dangers and may actually encourage the very proliferation it aims to stem.... U.S. ratification would have no legal consequences. The CTBT is not binding on any country until 180 days after all 44 countries named in Annex 2 have ratified it. Annex 2 countries include: India, North Korea and Pakistan, which have not even signed the treaty, and China, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran and Israel, which haven't ratified it. As recently as January, India's foreign minister, Pranab Mukherjee, said flatly: "India will not sign the CTBT."…. In the hard-to-imagine event that all 44 Annex 2 countries sign and ratify the CTBT, the scope of its ban is not clear. Enforcement will be impeded by disagreement among countries about what constitutes compliance. It also will be impeded by the fact that some tests can be designed to evade detection.... The safety and reliability of our nuclear arsenal is a major concern. In 1999, when the Senate rejected the CTBT, experts testified that parts of our nuclear weapons wear out, corrode or decay and are difficult to replace. A letter opposing ratification signed by six former secretaries of defense -- James Schlesinger, Frank Carlucci, Dick Cheney, Melvin Laird, Casper Weinberger and Donald Rumsfeld -- was submitted to the Senate. The letter stated that the computer simulations we now count on for assurance that our aging nuclear weapons and their parts are reliable and safe may one day be insufficient and actual testing may become necessary…… Moreover, dozens of our allies and partners depend upon U.S. nuclear weapons for their security. The letter from the six defense secretaries observed that if the U.S. were to ratify the CTBT, "confidence in the reliability of our nuclear weapons stockpile would inevitably decline, thereby reducing the credibility of America's nuclear deterrent." If this were to happen, they said, our allies and partners "could well feel compelled to seek nuclear capabilities of their own." The secretaries concluded that the CTBT is "incompatible with the nation's international commitments and vital security interests.""

OUR COMMENT - He has 3 rationales for not signing the treaty - (1) that many others have not signed it (such as Israel), (2) that not being able to test our aging arsenal would lead to a significant decline in its reliability resulting in a corresponding decline in its deterent power, and (3)  that many current treaties plus US unilateral decisions about its own arsenal have tremendously limited testing already.   The first rationale is unacceptable for mature thinkers - afterall isn't it the same rationale children use on the playground to avoid doing the right thing?  There is not many other issues that are as serious as controlling nuclear weapons.  But the 2nd two points simply point to a need for refinement.  The CTBT attempts to bring under one comprehensive treaty a single protocol for controlling testing of nuclear weapons - an extremely important goal.  Maybe his rationales simply call for a refinement of the treaty rather than nixing it altogether, and thus canceling an extremely important effort.

----------------------

Trita Parsi

On Iran, begin with the end in mind

By Trita Parsi and Stanley A. Weiss

February 22, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-oped0222iranfeb22,0,489672.story
(no review of this article)

----------------------

Kurt Streeter

Women’s tennis players should have made a stand

KURT STREETER

February 22, 2009

http://articles.latimes.com/2009/02/22/sports/sp-streeter22
(no review of this article)

======================

EDITORIALS

----------------------

Wall Street Journal

REVIEW & OUTLOOK: Obama's Durban Dalliance - Does an anti-Semitic conference deserve U.S. participation of any kind?

FEBRUARY 20, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123508939643928103.html
QUOTE - "As for what this Review Conference is supposed to achieve, some clues are provided in the latest draft of the so-called Outcome Document. Israel's "racial policies" are a major theme, as is "the plight of Palestinian refugees and other inhabitants of the Arab occupied territories," meaning Israel itself. Under debate, however, is whether to include a line that the Holocaust "resulted in the murder of one third of the Jewish people." Presumably Iran objects….. The draft also calls "on states to develop, and where appropriate to incorporate, permissible limitations on the exercise of the right to freedom of expression into national legislation." …. Yes, you read that right. The transparent purpose is to criminalize all criticism of Islam, a.k.a. "Islamophobia." There is also a not-so-sly effort to extract reparations for the long-banned trans-Atlantic slave trade: States that "have not yet condemned, apologized and paid reparations" for the trade are urged "to do so at the earliest.""

OUR COMMENT - In contrast to the point being made by this editorial, attending the conference preparations now seems extremely important considering the suggestions in the second paragraph quoted above involving threats to freedom of speech, but the first paragraph calls for us to correct the understanding of the Wall Street Journal itself - how the primary goal of Zionism to create a Jewish State has led to both law-based discrimination as well as an atmosphere within Israel of racism against Arabs.  The question is whether this is an unavoidable result of creating a Jewish State - which it probably is considering human nature - otherwise we would have shown more tolerance for such policies as "separate but equal" which inevitably led to separation but never equality.

REVIEW & OUTLOOK: Dubai Double Fault - A cosmopolitan city, unless you're Jewish.

FEBRUARY 18, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123491859021104743.html
QUOTE - "Praise Dubai. The Arab city-state, once fabled for its real-estate extravaganzas (and now for its extravagant debts), claims to be so concerned for the personal security of an Israeli tennis player that it is refusing her a visa to play in a championship tournament. …..Maybe next time the emirate will generously extend this security guarantee to all Israeli citizens…… Oh, wait: Dubai already forbids Israeli passport holders from setting foot on its soil. Which gives the lie to the emirate's excuse for excluding Israel's Shahar Pe'er, currently ranked 45 in the world, from competing in next week's Barclay's Dubai Tennis Championships. In another twist, the tournament's director added that Ms. Pe'er's presence on the court might have "antagonized our fans." We used to feel that way about John McEnroe, but that didn't stop us from watching…… Happily, the Lords of Tennis seem to be having none of it. Larry Scott, chief executive of the World Tennis Association, plans to weigh sanctions against Dubai, including excluding it altogether from its tournament calendar. And Ken Solomon of the American Tennis Channel has decided not to televise the games. "Sports are about merit, absent of background, class, race, creed, color or religion," he told the New York Times. "This is an easy decision to come by, based on what is right and wrong."….. Just so. Meantime, Dubai may wish to reconsider not only Ms. Pe'er's visa, but its attitude generally toward Israel. A city-state that fancies itself a global mecca for commerce, sport and recreation ought to be able to handle a few Jews in its cosmopolitan midst."

OUR COMMENT - This sarcastic article (entirely quoted above) only exposes the ignorance of the Wall Street Journal.  Letting Israel participate in international sports is like letting a team sponsored by the Sopranos participate - they both are criminal enterprises.  We need to remind the WSJ of Israel's criminal record going back 60 years - multiple violations of international law from not respecting the Palestinian right-of-return to internal law-based discrimination to the illegal settlements and massive human rights violations caused by the wall in the West Bank occupation to the inhumane blockade and collective punishment of Gaza, and more.   And John McEnroe's offensive behavior was tolerated because he was entertaining - there is nothing entertaining about Israel's behavior toward the Palestinian people - can the WSJ get much more ignorant and arrogant than that comparison???

OPINION EUROPE: Jihad TV in Europe - It's time to shut down Hezbollah and Hamas broadcasts to the Continent.

FEBRUARY 18, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123490878778903321.html
QUOTE - "Thanks to Arab satellite companies, Hezbollah's al-Manar and Hamas's al-Aqsa TV stations can still beam their incitement and hatred into European living rooms, radicalizing Muslim immigrants throughout the Continent.   Al-Manar, however, is not a mere propaganda tool. Founded in 1991 by Hezbollah guerillas, it is an operational weapon in the hands of a deadly terrorist organization. Following a 2006 letter to then-President George W. Bush signed by a majority of the U.S. Senate, including Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton, the U.S. Treasury Department designated al-Manar as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist entity. This designation placed, for the first time, a media outlet on the same terrorism list as al Qaeda, Hamas and Hezbollah itself…… The designation highlighted the role of al-Manar as more than just a station with objectionable content. The Hezbollah outlet was actively involved in recruiting and fund raising for Hezbollah, and providing preoperational surveillance for terror attacks….. Undersecretary of Treasury Stuart Levey has observed that al-Manar is an "entity maintained by a terrorist group" and is therefore "as culpable as the terrorist group itself.""

OUR COMMENT - If the description of Hezbollah and Hamas TV is accurate this brings up the serious question of whether protecting the freedom of speech should extend to speech which encourages hate and violence.   What is unfortunate is how pro-Israel groups are able to identify the entire Palestinian cause and movement with terrorism and issues like this, and thus distract the public from the ongoing crimes of Israel which started and continue to motivate this conflict.

----------------------

Washington Post

EDITORIAL: Watch That Welcome

Monday, February 16, 2009; Page A14 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/15/AR2009021501421.html
QUOTE - "There is a simple way for Mr. Obama to make it clear to Mr. Mubarak that he will not tolerate such persecution. He can follow Mr. Ibrahim's advice -- and quietly let Mr. Mubarak know that he will be welcome at the White House as soon as the charges against Mr. Ibrahim are dropped and former presidential candidate Ayman Nour is released from prison. Those are small and simple steps that are within Mr. Mubarak's personal discretion. If he refuses, why should Mr. Obama accommodate an old strongman's wish to be seen with -- and legitimized by -- a popular new president?"

OUR COMMENT - This editorial is about Egypt's Mubarak ongoing efforts seeking legitimacy despite his lousy HR record.

========================

MISCELLANEOUS QUOTES

========================

QUOTE - "One of Egypt's highest religious officials, Sheik of Al-Azhar Mohammed Sayyed Tantawi, called Sunday's attack "cowardly and criminal.... Those who carried out this criminal act are traitors to their religion and country and are distorting the image of Islam, which rejects terrorism and prohibits the killing of innocents," he said."

FOUND IN:

Homemade Bomb in Cairo bazaar kills 1, injures 21

By OMAR SINAN, The Associated Press 

Sunday, February 22, 2009; 10:20 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/22/AR2009022201600.html
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IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org
Check out especially our pages on the settlements and Gaza and collective punishment:

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBsettlements.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBgazablockade.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBcollectivepunishment.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBenergyrestrictions.htm
1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).

(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
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US to prod Syrian envoy on terrorism, nukes

By ROBERT BURNS, The Associated Press 

Friday, February 20, 2009; 5:43 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/20/AR2009022002840.html
UN nuclear agency report says samples from bombed Syrian desert site show new uranium traces

By GEORGE JAHN | Associated Press Writer 

2:26 PM CST, February 19, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-nuclear-agency-syria-iran,0,4519047.story
UN agency finds new uranium traces at Syria site 

By GEORGE JAHN, Associated Press Writer

Originally published Thursday, February 19, 2009 at 12:30 PM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008760860_apeunuclearagencysyriairan.html
===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (15)

===============================

Terror victims seeking Persian relics in court

By SHARON COHEN, AP National Writer

8:53 AM CST, February 22, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-tabletsvsterrorism,0,2780410.story
With Rivals in Key Posts, U.S. Faces Hurdles at U.N.

By Colum Lynch, Washington Post Staff Writer

Sunday, February 22, 2009; A16

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/21/AR2009022101750.html
Sudan's al-Bashir seeking Egypt support on pending international court warrant

By Associated Press
8:43 AM CST, February 22, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-egypt-sudan,0,3524442.story
Al-Bashir seeks Egypt's help on Darfur warrant

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Last updated February 22, 2009 6:43 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_egypt_sudan.html
U.S. Holds Firm on Reparations, Israel in U.N. Racism Talks

By Colum Lynch, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Friday, February 20, 2009; Page A10 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/19/AR2009021903027.html
UN official thinks Hamas authored letter to Obama

The Associated Press 

Friday, February 20, 2009; 12:53 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/20/AR2009022001641.html
REVIEW & OUTLOOK: Obama's Durban Dalliance - Does an anti-Semitic conference deserve U.S. participation of any kind?

FEBRUARY 20, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123508939643928103.html
UN agency finds new uranium traces at Syria site

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 

Thursday, February 19, 2009; 3:26 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/19/AR2009021901238.html
Rape, war and peacekeeping, climate to top UN chief's tour of Africa

By JOHN HEILPRIN | Associated Press Writer 

8:01 PM CST, February 18, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-african-trip,0,5568761.story
Rape, war, climate to top UN chief's African tour

By JOHN HEILPRIN, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 18, 2009 6:01 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1105ap_un_un_african_trip.html
Analysis: Two candidates to head UN nuclear agency have contrasting visions of leadership

By GEORGE JAHN | Associated Press Writer 

8:48 AM CST, February 18, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-nuclear-agency-new-chief-analysis,0,5885981.story
Analysis: IAEA candidates a study in contrasts

By GEORGE JAHN, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 18, 2009 6:48 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_eu_nuclear_agency_new_chief_analysis.html
Analysis: IAEA candidates a study in contrasts

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press

Wednesday, February 18, 2009; 9:48 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/18/AR2009021801032.html
U.S. shifts policy to deal with U.N. racism conference

By John Whitesides, Reuters 

Tuesday, February 17, 2009; 5:37 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021701911.html
"War on terror" damaged rights, top jurists say

By ELIANE ENGELER, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 16, 2009 8:49 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_eu_judges_war_on_terror.html
==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (20)

==========================

Naperville radiologist shocked by conditions in Gaza

By Noreen S. Ahmed-Ullah | Tribune staff reporter 

February 20, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-naperville-doctor-gaza-w-zonfeb20,0,1918175.story
WORLD IN BRIEF: Militant rulers face double squeeze

From News Services

Thursday, February 19, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/19/world0219.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
WORLD IN BRIEF: Suspect ship freed, but arms emptied

From News Services

Thursday, February 19, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/19/world0219.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
American Lawmakers Visit Gaza 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 18, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/19/world/middleeast/19mideast.html
Gaza borders closed until soldier is freed

By ISABEL KERSHNER, THE NEW YORK TIMES

Last updated February 18, 2009 9:24 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/400657_mid19.html
Hamas rival: Gaza aid should go directly to needy 

By KARIN LAUB, Associated Press Writer

February 18, 2009 - 3:55 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Rebuilding_Gaza.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Hamas rival says Gaza aid should go directly to the needy, not militants

By KARIN LAUB | Associated Press Writer 

2:55 PM CST, February 18, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-rebuilding-gaza,0,5715903.story
Hamas rival: Gaza aid should go directly to needy

By KARIN LAUB, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 18, 2009 12:55 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_rebuilding_gaza.html
Hamas rival: Gaza aid should go directly to needy

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Wednesday, February 18, 2009; 3:55 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/18/AR2009021801087.html
WORLD IN BRIEF: Unexploded bombs reported missing

From News Services

Wednesday, February 18, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/18/world0218.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
UN: 5 tons of Israeli bombs stored in Gaza stolen while under Hamas police guard

By IAN DEITCH | Associated Press Writer 

2:02 PM CST, February 17, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-explosives,0,4910083.story
UN: 5 tons of bombs stolen under Hamas guard

By IAN DEITCH, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 17, 2009 12:01 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_explosives.html
UN: 5 tons of bombs stolen under Hamas guard

By IAN DEITCH, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 17, 2009; 3:01 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021701922.html
Palestinians says Israelis launch Gaza air strikes 

Associated Press

February 17, 2009 - 6:52 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Palestinians_Attack.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Palestinians say Israeli planes strike targets in Gaza Strip. No immediate word of casualties.

By Associated Press 

5:52 PM CST, February 17, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-palestinians-attack,0,5249194.story
Palestinians says Israelis launch Gaza air strikes

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Last updated February 17, 2009 3:52 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_palestinians_attack.html
Palestinians says Israelis launch Gaza air strikes

The Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 17, 2009; 6:52 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021702811.html
Israeli aircraft bomb suspected Gaza tunnels

by Jeffrey Heller, Reuters 

Monday, February 16, 2009; 9:12 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/16/AR2009021600885.html
Gaza man killed in recycling accident

The Associated Press 

Monday, February 16, 2009; 1:32 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/15/AR2009021500825.html
No shipments to Gaza

Seattle Times news services

Originally published Monday, February 16, 2009 at 12:00 AM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008748456_newsline16.html
===========================================

(II.3) settlement building & protests (8)

===========================================

OP-ED: Israeli settlement growth endangers Israel

By Jay Bookman

1:00 pm February 17, 2009, by Jay

http://blogs.ajc.com/jay-bookman-blog/2009/02/17/israeli-settlement-growth-endangers-israel/
Israeli plan creates new Mideast friction - Palestinians warn that settlement expansion could make peace efforts ‘worthless.’

By Karin Laub, Associated Press

Tuesday, February 17, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/17/mideast0217.html
Israel seizes land for settlement expansion

By Karin Laub, Associated Press 

February 17, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mideast17_webfeb17,0,273993.story
West Bank Land Seized As Israel Looks to Build

By Karin Laub, Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 17, 2009; Page A09 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/16/AR2009021601293.html
ISRAEL: Settlement Plan Draws Ire

Associated Press

FEBRUARY 17, 2009, 12:48 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123489284035101381.html
Israel takes control of more West Bank land

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Monday, February 16, 2009; 7:38 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/16/AR2009021600624.html
Israel seizes land in West Bank to expand settlement

By KARIN LAUB, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Last updated February 16, 2009 8:33 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/400337_israel17.html
Israel Moves to Expand West Bank Settlement

Associated Press

FEBRUARY 16, 2009, 7:46 A.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123477819292592481.html
=============================

(II.1) Palestinian POWs (5)

=============================

1973 NYC bomb plot terrorist released from Colo. prison to immigration custody for deportation

By ADAM GOLDMAN and RANDY HERSCHAFT | Associated Press Writers 

6:45 PM CST, February 19, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-mystery-terrorist,0,567465.story
Terrorist in 1973 NYC bomb plot to be deported

By ADAM GOLDMAN AND RANDY HERSCHAFT, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITERS

Last updated February 19, 2009 4:45 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1110ap_mystery_terrorist.html
Terrorist in 1973 NYC bomb plot to be deported

 By ADAM GOLDMAN and RANDY HERSCHAFT, The Associated Press 

Thursday, February 19, 2009; 7:45 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/19/AR2009021902659.html
Around the World: Israel to Mull Prisoner Exchange

From News Services

Wednesday, February 18, 2009; Page A10

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021703445.html
Israeli govt to consider Hamas prisoner swap, truce

By Adam Entous, Reuters

Tuesday, February 17, 2009; 4:09 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021700375.html
===========================================

(III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (1)

===========================================

Truce deal could mean return of Palestinian leader 

By BEN HUBBARD and MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH, Associated Press Writers

February 24, 2009 - 5:30 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Imprisoned_Leader.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
==================

(IV.) ISRAEL (2)

==================

Israel used fighting to perfect anti-rocket system

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 16, 2009 7:00 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_gaza_weapons_tested.html
Israel used fighting to perfect anti-rocket system

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Monday, February 16, 2009; 9:11 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/16/AR2009021600882.html
============================

(IV.6) Holocaust Issues (1)

============================

France's role in Holocaust legally recognized

By VERENA VON DERSCHAU, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 16, 2009 11:47 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_eu_france_deporting_jews.html
======================================

(IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (27)

======================================

Netanyahu, Livni meeting ends without agreement

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press 

Sunday, February 22, 2009; 5:21 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/22/AR2009022200315.html
Netanyahu to Form Israeli Government

By Linda Gradstein, Special to The Washington Post 

Saturday, February 21, 2009; Page A10 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/20/AR2009022000219.html
New leader calls for unity in Israel

By Isabel Kershner, New York Times

Saturday, February 21, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/21/mideast0221.html
Newly named Prime Minister Netanyahu to form Israeli government

By Ashraf Khalil | Tribune Newspapers 

February 21, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-bibi_21feb21,0,1943385.story
Netanyahu takes reins in Israel, seeks unity

By Ashraf Khalil, Los Angeles Times

Originally published Saturday, February 21, 2009 at 12:00 AM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008768920_mid21.html
Israel's Netanyahu wins task of forming new government

By Ashraf Khalil 

February 21, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/business/energy/la-fg-israel-netanyahu21-2009feb21,0,1911039.story
Israel ultranationalist Lieberman backs Netanyahu

By Ashraf Khalil 

February 20, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/business/energy/la-fg-israel-prime-minister20-2009feb20,0,6181237.story
Netanyahu, Once Hawkish, Now Touts Pragmatism 

By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: February 20, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/21/world/middleeast/21netanyahu.html
Netanyahu Assembles New Israeli Government - Livni Will Not Join a Netanyahu-Led Government

Steven A. Cook

Friday, February 20, 2009; 1:00 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/discussion/2009/02/20/DI2009022001581.html
Netanyahu gets nod to form new Israeli government

By Matti Friedman | Associated Press

Date: 02.20.09

http://features.csmonitor.com/globalnews/2009/02/20/netanyahu-gets-nod-to-form-new-israeli-government/
Netanyahu gathers support to lead Israel

By Steven Gutkin, Associated Press

Friday, February 20, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/20/mideast0220.html
Netanyahu to Form New Israel Government 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 20, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/21/world/middleeast/21israel.html
Israel ultranationalist Lieberman backs Netanyahu

By Ashraf Khalil 

February 20, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/business/energy/la-fg-israel-prime-minister20-2009feb20,0,6181237.story
Netanyahu gets a boost in PM race

By Ashraf Khalil | Tribune Newspapers 

February 20, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-t6-israel_0220feb20,0,3650660.story
MIDDLE EAST NEWS: Netanyahu Secures Support He Needs to Form Majority

By CHARLES LEVINSON

FEBRUARY 20, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123504062713121463.html
Lieberman nod to Netanyahu tips Israel right

By Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the February 20, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0220/p05s01-wome.html
Netanyahu urges moderates to join broad government

By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press

Friday, February 20, 2009; 4:33 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/20/AR2009022001151.html
Peres chooses Netanyahu to form new government

February 20th, 2009 

LA Times - bad link

Netanyahu Gains in Bid to Be Israeli Premier 

By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: February 19, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/20/world/middleeast/20israel.html
Netanyahu gains support of anti-Arab politician

By STEVEN GUTKIN, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Last updated February 19, 2009 9:32 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/400848_mid20.html
Lieberman endorses Netanyahu for Israeli premier

By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press

Thursday, February 19, 2009; 5:28 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/19/AR2009021900370.html
Israel's Peres to meet parties before naming premier

by Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Reuters 

Wednesday, February 18, 2009; 12:01 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021701493.html
Avigdor Lieberman has twisted control over Israel election

Richard Boudreaux, Los Angeles Times Staff Writer

February 17, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-electfeb17,0,3908386.story
Livni, Netanyahu and Lieberman: Israel's Tangled Trio

By Richard Boudreaux, Los Angeles Times

February 17, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israeli-electionsfeb17,0,7603753.story
Netanyahu holds most cards in postelection Israel 

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer

February 17, 2009 - 12:45 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Politics_Analysis.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Hard-liner Netanyahu holds most of the cards a week after Israel's election

By MATTI FRIEDMAN | Associated Press Writer 

11:45 AM CST, February 17, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-politics-analysis,0,6757686.story
Netanyahu holds most cards in postelection Israel

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 17, 2009 9:45 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_politics_analysis.html
Netanyahu holds most cards in postelection Israel

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Tuesday, February 17, 2009; 12:45 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021701441.html
==============================

(IV.2) Culture in Israel (5)

==============================

Jewish-Arab duo faces criticism ahead of songfest 

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer

February 20, 2009 - 3:07 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Musical_Politics.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Jewish-Arab duo fends off criticism ahead of European song competition

By MATTI FRIEDMAN | Associated Press Writer 

5:53 AM CST, February 20, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-musical-politics,0,6851945.story
Jewish-Arab duo faces criticism ahead of songfest

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

February 20, 2009

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/pop/1403ap_ml_israel_musical_politics.html
Jewish-Arab duo faces criticism ahead of songfest

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Friday, February 20, 2009; 6:53 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/20/AR2009022000181.html
Photographer opens window into Orthodox Judaism with sensitive exhibit

By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Wednesday, 02.18.09

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/909936.html
============================

(IV.1) Nuclear Arsenal (1)

============================

Israel cautions anew against a nuclear-armed Iran

Reuters 

Monday, February 16, 2009; 4:19 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/16/AR2009021601019.html
==============

(V.) USA (4)

==============

Jewish engineer cleared of spying sues US gov't 

By DAVID N. GOODMAN, Associated Press Writer

February 19, 2009 - 9:21 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/National/Spy_Investigation.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Jewish engineer cleared of spying sues US government, says security claims denied him trial

By DAVID N. GOODMAN | Associated Press Writer 

8:33 PM CST, February 19, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-spy-investigation,0,7209563.story
Jewish engineer cleared of spying sues US gov't

By DAVID N. GOODMAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 19, 2009 6:21 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1110ap_spy_investigation.html
Jewish engineer cleared of spying sues US gov't

By DAVID N. GOODMAN, The Associated Press 

Thursday, February 19, 2009; 9:21 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/19/AR2009021903091.html
================================================

(V.4) USA Aid to Israel/Israel Lobby in USA (2)

================================================

Boeing says Israel eyes new U.S. bomb kit

By Jim Wolf, Reuters

Tuesday, February 17, 2009; 5:48 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021702623.html
Microsoft in talks to buy Israel's 3DV: report

by Steven Scheer, Reuters 

Tuesday, February 17, 2009; 10:05 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/17/AR2009021701035.html
=======================

(V.2) USA Culture (4)

=======================

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT: Where to Hear the 'Aretha of Sudan' 

D.C.'s Arab cultural festival draws on 22 countries; Saddam as Richard III

By AMY CHOZICK

FEBRUARY 20, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123508738164327855.html
Immersed In Arab Culture

By Ellen McCarthy, Washington Post Staff Writer

Friday, February 20, 2009; WE23

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/19/AR2009021900901.html
Workshop May Present Play Critical of Israel 

By PATRICK HEALY

Published: February 17, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/18/theater/18chur.html?scp=7&sq=Israel&st=cse
OC theater to stage controversial Gaza play 

12:00 PM, February 18, 2009

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2009/02/anti-israel-pla.html
==============================

(V.1) USA Foreign Policy (11)

==============================

Hamas asks Obama to treat Palestinians fairly

Associated Press

February 21, 2009 - 5:30 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Hamas_Letter_Obama.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
Hamas letter for Obama?

Associated Press

Saturday, February 21, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/21/hamas0221.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
U.S. lawmakers tour Gaza Strip, view aftermath of Israel's offensive 

By Dion Nissenbaum, McClatchy Newspapers

February 20, 2009 at 8:53AM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008764836_gaza20.html
Kerry visits Gaza but shuns Hamas

Associated Press 

February 20, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-t6-kerry-0220feb20,0,7251641.story
UN official in Gaza thinks Hamas authored letter to Obama, to be delivered by Kerry

By Associated Press
11:54 AM CST, February 20, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-hamas-letter-obama,0,6935766.story
US Sen. Kerry goes to Gaza Strip, avoids Hamas 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, Associated Press Writer

February 19, 2009 - 2:53 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_US_Gaza.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
US Sen. John Kerry visits Gaza Strip, but avoids any contact with Hamas members

By IBRAHIM BARZAK | Associated Press Writer
1:53 PM CST, February 19, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-us-gaza,0,1770915.story
US Sen. Kerry goes to Gaza Strip, avoids Hamas

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Last updated February 19, 2009 11:53 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_us_gaza.html
US Sen. Kerry goes to Gaza Strip, avoids Hamas

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press

Thursday, February 19, 2009; 2:53 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/19/AR2009021900356.html
Kerry steps cautiously into Hamas territory 

By Jenna Fisher and Christa Case Bryant | Staff writers

Date: 02.19.09

http://features.csmonitor.com/globalnews/2009/02/19/kerry-steps-cautionsly-into-hamas-territory/
As U.S. lawmakers visit, Mideast ponders what comes next

By DION NISSENBAUM

Posted on Thu, Feb. 19, 2009 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/912034.html
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