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PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
As we grow, we are finding we can fit into these Weekly Media Reports/Action Alerts features that will eventually be produced more efficiently with the help of the database program we are in the process of installing.  Eventually that database will come online and you will have total access to its sorting and reporting capabilities giving long-term and short-term data on the reporting patterns of the major reporters and news outlets on the Middle East, and the issues, references and myths involved.

Contact with media professionals confirms the extreme importance of us being polite and respectful in our correspondence with them.  If you want them to take seriously your point of view, you must write in a respectful style, otherwise they just get defensive and shut down, and see you as only a fanatic or extremist or emotionally imbalanced.  And many of the Zionist come off this way because they are having an increasingly difficult time defending Israel – but we don’t have to – because the facts, law and morality are on our side.
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  223
 

Full details of all these articles (authors, titles, links, etc.) can be found at the end of the online version of this Action Alert found at:
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20090208.doc
 

2.  Special Focus for this Week:
 
II.   REPORTING ANALYSIS OF 22 TOP REPORTERS AND 2 NEWSPAPER EDITORIALS ON THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT (this list will be expanded next week):

WIRE SERVICE REPORTERS:

ASSOCIATED PRESS:  Ibrahim Barzak, Sarah el Deeb, Matti Friedman, Steven Gutkin, Diaa Hadid, Aron Heller, Ben Hubbard, Karin Laub, Mark Lavie, Matthew Lee and Amy Teibel

STAFF REPORTERS:

MCCLATCHY NEWS:  Dion Nissenbaum

NEW YORK TIMES:  Ethan Bronner, Isabel Kershner, Sabrina Tavernise, 

WALL STREET JOURNAL:  Margaret Coker, Charles Levinson, and Jay Solomon

WASHINGTON POST:  Griff Witte

OP-ED COLUMNISTS:  George E. Bisharat, Thomas L. Friedman, Judea Pearl

EDITORIALS:  2 from the Wall Street Journal

 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Total  Articles & Activist Opportunities:
(TOPIC I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (8 articles) - the main theme was how there were peace talks everywhere with European and Middle Eastern countries all talking to each other in various configurations.  This included the French foreign minister uring Israel to open the Gaza borders, and article lamenting the pending death of the two-state solution and another from the Wall Street Journal touting Iraq as the model for Middle Eastern democracy because of the wide participation and peacefulness of the last election.

(TOPIC I.12)  Turkey (3 articles) - these 3 articles describe Turkey slowly turning toward Islamic radicalism and away from the West as its PM blasted Israel's Peres for the Gaza attacks.

(TOPIC I.9) Protests against Israel (21 articles) - this article describe how the Gaza attack has stimulated worldwide anti-Semitism and protest against Israel, highlighted were increasing events in South America (especially Venezuela) and South Africa where Israeli ships are boycotted by dock workers, and Sweden where someone threw his shoe at the Israeli ambassador, and especially the events following Turkish PM blasting Israel's Peres at Davos international economic conference.  Western nations encouraged the governments in Turkey and Venezuela to pursue and prosecute anti-Semitic actions as criminal.

(TOPIC I.8) Egypt (3 articles) - these articles described how important to Egypt it's Hamas-Israel mediation efforts are to keep its standing in the Arab world and to help control Islamic radicalism as it faces criticism in the Western world for helping Israel too much.

(TOPIC I.7) Iran (20 articles) - Iran and the US face off and criticize each other in the news and at a Munich security conference over the nuclear issue, support of Hamas and Hezbollah and past cold shoulder policies as they also reach out to each other following Obama's new policies, which the world supports overall.  To prove the ineffectiveness of Bush's sanctions, Iran sends a satelite into space, and then Russia helps Iran with its nuclear power plant.  And the British Council (which promotes cultural exchange) leaves Iran protesting increasing harrassment.

(TOPIC I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks with Israel (1 article) - Abbas travels country to country seeking aid for Gaza and to increase support for PA increasing role in Gaza reconstruction and control over Gaza borders.

(TOPIC I.4) Hamas talks & truce (11 articles) - as fighting continues between Hamas and Israel, both also pursue negotiations through Egypt, with Hamas Gaza leaders coming out of hiding to participate and offer a truce if the borders are opened, but the two parties part ways over kidnapped Israeli soldier which Hamas wants to keep as a separate issue and wants to trade for around 1000 Palestinian prisoners.  In the meantime Egypt catches some Hamas negotiators trying to sneak cash into Gaza and banks the money for Hamas for them in a bank they don't have access to from Gaza.

(TOPIC I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (1 article) - Lebanese sneak into Iran copies of an Oscar-winning Israeli film about an Israeli military veteran attempting to come to terms with his role in the Sabra-Shatilla massacres.

(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (1 article) - Right-wing Israeli PM candidate Netanyahu declares he will not give up the Syrian Golan to Syria in contradiction to Livni's earlier negotiations with Syria.

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (31 articles) - War crime investigation is pursued against Israel from many different angles, while UN conflicts with Hamas over aid supplies which Hamas takes declaring the UN is using them to build support for Hamas opponents in Gaza in violation of UN neutrality.  Israeli bombing of UN school is clarified (bomb lands just outside killing 43 civilians), and Israel agrees to pay family of British cameraman $2 million for wrongful death.  In meantime Cyprus sends to the UN report on contents of confiscated aid ship which had tried to break sea blockade to get to Gaza.

(TOPIC II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (1 article) - Israeli troops kill Al-Aqsa Brigade member in West Bank.

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (54 articles) - Hamas and Israel continue to trade fire, as they also wrestle over reconstruction and aid.  Israel especially targets smuggling tunnels allegedly to halt weapons smuggling.  Meanwhile a Lebanese ship tries to bring in aid from the sea but is confiscated by Israel who sends on the aid by truck and deports the activists.  Articles also describe the creation of an art gallery in a bombed hospital and the traumatization of Palestinian children by the attacks.  Also described is the devastation of Gaza school system by Israeli attacks and blockade.  Also articles describe Israeli explanation for killing daughters of famous Palestinian doctor who has cooperated with Israel on medical issues in the past.

(TOPIC III.) PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (1 article) - LA Times publishes an article that interviews Palestinian and Israeli teenagers about the Hamas/Israel conflict showing both their wisdom and naivete.

(TOPIC III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (10 articles) - Hamas and Fatah continue to fight - this time over control of aid.  In the meantime Gaza residents ignore Israeli elections seeing all the candidates as fundamentally the same.

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (35 articles) - Israeli election extremely close with security issues the focus, and as racist candidate/party gains 3rd place over Labor, as entire Israeli electorate moves to the right.  But yet the style of the campaign mimicks Obama campaign in style and message of change.  This includes Livni's special efforts to reach out to Israeli women.  The move to the right is mirrored by Netanyahu declaring he will not give back the Syrian Golan and that Barak and Livni ended the Gaza strike too soon, and the Livni/Olmert government ostracizing Al Jazeera because of its negative reporting, and Livni's campaign posters being vandalized.

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (11 articles) - Israelis are obsessed with Roman Catholic priest who denies the holocaust who the church then censures.  And now PETA launches a peace campaign in Israel to give peas (the vegetable) a chance.

(TOPIC V.2) USA Culture (3 articles) - Washington Post gives positive review to Palestinian play, controversy rages over Hebrew Charter school in NYC after Islamic Charter school was blasted last year, and Judea Pearl, father of beheaded journalist Daniel Pearl laments excusing terrorists by the liberals in their efforts to respect their causes.

(TOPIC V.1) USA Foreign Policy (8 articles) - Obama administration commits to sustained Middle East peace effort, as its special envoy requests a full-time office in the region and completes a "listening" tour of the region.  In meantime, US-Iran relations grow frosty at Munich conference despite overall efforts to reach out.
2.  Special Focus Articles:
WIRE SERVICE REPORTERS -  these reporters are supposed to only be reporting facts unless clearly designated others, and thus we should hold them responsible for any inaccuracies or bias.   Their articles are important because they are distributed to thousands of newspapers across the USA (where thousands of editors then read them), and many are subsequently published for the public to read.
ASSOCIATED PRESS:  Ibrahim Barzak, Sarah el Deeb, Matti Friedman, Steven Gutkin, Diaa Hadid, Aron Heller, Ben Hubbard, Karin Laub, Mark Lavie, Matthew Lee and Amy Teibel

STAFF REPORTERS – again, these reporters are only supposed to be reporting facts unless clearly designated otherwise, and thus we should hold them responsible for any inaccuracies or bias.  Their articles are not just published in the major US newspapers, but many are also published in smaller newspapers as well.
MCCLATCHY NEWS:  Dion Nissenbaum

NEW YORK TIMES:  Ethan Bronner, Isabel Kershner, Sabrina Tavernise, 

WALL STREET JOURNAL:  Margaret Coker, Charles Levinson, and Jay Solomon

WASHINGTON POST:  Griff Witte

OP-ED COLUMNISTS & EDITORIALS – op-ed articles are clearly supposed to express the opinion of the author, but they should still be accurate.
George E. Bisharat, Thomas L. Friedman, Judea Pearl & the Wall Street Journal
And thus, here is analysis in detail:

First, an important quote about the inhumanity of the Israeli blockade of Gaza:

"Israel currently allows some 200 truckloads of goods into the Gaza Strip each day, far short of the 500 that the European Union says are needed."

Cairo seeks Gaza truce, prisoner deal: diplomats

By Adam Entous and Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 9:47 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020702284.html
… and 2 quotes about the inhumanity of the blockade during the truce:

“According to U.N. data, the number of truckloads of food and humanitarian supplies reaching Gaza rose during the truce to a peak of 2,593 per month but remained far below the 9,400 monthly average before mid-2007…. Supplies of industrial diesel fuel also rose, to 676,000 gallons per week, but remained short of the 924,000 gallons needed each week to operate Gaza's only power plant at full capacity, according to Gisha, an Israeli group that advocates freer movement over the Gaza border.”

Hamas Formally Ends Truce With Israel

By Richard Boudreaux 

December 19, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-fg-gaza19-2008dec19,0,2438698.story
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/36429504.html
“… the goods shipments, while up some 25 to 30 percent and including a mix of more items, never began to approach what Hamas thought it was going to get: a return to the 500 to 600 truckloads delivered daily before the closing, including appliances, construction materials and other goods essential for life beyond mere survival. Instead, the number of trucks increased to around 90 from around 70.”

News Analysis: Gaza Truce May Be Revived by Necessity

By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: December 19, 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/20/world/middleeast/20mideast.html
---------------
NOW HERE ARE THE ARTICLES:

-------------

1 article by Ibrahim Barzak, Associated Press:

Gaza's top strongman emerges from 6 weeks in hiding - Hamas' Mahmoud Zahar goes to Egypt, which is mediating indirect talks between Israel and militant group

By Ibrahim Barzak | Associated Press 

February 8, 2009

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/08/hamas_leader_emerges_from_hiding_to_lead_cease_fire_talks/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-hamasfeb08,0,58808.story
http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_11654147
Mr. Barzak mentions the Israeli blockade but not how it is judged by the international community to be inhumane in contradiction to Israel’s claims.  We should also protest his use of the word strongman in reference to Hamas leadership for its negative bias.
-------------

2 articles by Sarah el Deeb, Associated Press:

Hamas officials have no cease-fire, but have suitcases of cash, as they try to leave Egpyt

By SARAH EL DEEB | Associated Press Writer 

2:10 PM CST, February 5, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-mideast-diplomacy,0,3641767.story
Hamas prepared for 1-year truce with open borders

By SARAH EL DEEB, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 5:14 PM

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/04/hamas_open_to_yearlong_cease_fire/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020300822.html
"Hamas demands that any truce include the opening of borders into Gaza, which Israel and Egypt have largely kept sealed since the group seized control of the territory from the rival Fatah faction in 2007.  Hamas also wants a role in administering the border crossings in recognition of its power in Gaza… Israel says it won't ease the 20-month blockade of the densely populated and impoverished coastal strip without international guarantees that Hamas will be prevented from smuggling more weapons into Gaza. It does not want any deal to give Hamas a role in controlling Gaza border crossings."

Ms El Deeb mentions the blockade opening as a goal of Hamas, but does not mention how the blockade is inhumane as judged by the international community.
-------------

2 articles by Matti Friedman, Associated Press:
Israeli polls predict Netanyahu win in close race

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Friday, February 6, 2009; 3:07 PM

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/07/israeli_polls_project_a_victory_by_netanyahu_in_close_race/
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6250427.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020601666.html
Israel still dealing with international fallout

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 3:24 AM

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Battered_Image.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-battered-image,0,5851586.story
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_battered_image.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020500113.html
Friedman's article attempts to rationalize and minimize protests against Israel's Gaza campaign, and repeats the myth that there is a double standard against Israel.  There is no double standard, there is just confusion between on the one hand Israel's right to defend civilians as per international law, but on the other hand most in the world see the Palestinians as victims of Israeli aggression, and that their rebellion is a legitimate rebellion against oppression, and that they are only defending their rights and their ancestral homeland, which is also as per international law.
What it comes down to is that even though you might disapprove of a given tactic, that is no reason to condemn the entire movement.  In fact the vast majority of Palestinians and pro-Palestine groups world-wide practice non-violence.
-------------

1 article by Steven Gutkin, Associated Press:
Israelis turning 'right' going into Tuesday ballot

By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press

Sunday, February 8, 2009; 1:01 AM

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Decides.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-decides,0,4568460.story
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/39274152.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020700759.html
Mr. Gutkin’s report on the approaching Israeli elections is accurate and fairly unbiased except that there is no mention of the very different experience that Israel’s Arab population is having as the election approaches.
-------------

1 article by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press:
U.N. says Hamas police seized Gaza aid supplies

By Diaa Hadid, Associated Press

Thursday, February 05, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/05/mideast0205.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/05/officials_hamas_seized_un_gaza_aid/
http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_11629695
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/39129822.html
"Ahmad Kurd, the Hamas official in charge of the ministry, did not deny the aid was seized, charging the UN was giving the aid to local groups with ties to Hamas opponents… UNRWA did not do what it said it would do, and began distributing its aid to groups that tie their activities to political activism," Kurd said, an apparent reference to Fatah, the main opponents of Hamas. In 2007, Hamas overran Gaza, expelling Fatah forces… Ihab Ghussein, a spokesman for the Interior Ministry, said the incident occurred because the UN was storing the blankets in an unauthorized area. Hamas spokesman Taher Nunu demanded an apology from UNRWA, saying the group was "spreading false news."" (Boston version)
Atlanta (AJC) version - only  small part of her article discussed Hamas POV whereas rest of the article focused only on the UN version of events.

In contrast, her Boston version of the article was much better at giving both POV.
Why is there a difference – is that because the newspaper editors edit wire service articles further once they arrive in their offices, or does she report differently for different newspapers – some better than others?

-------------

2 articles by Aron Heller, Associated Press:
Israeli ultranationalist poised for election gains

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 5:28 AM

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Hard_line_Hero.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-hard-line-hero,0,627066.story
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6245752.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400391.html
"Ahmad Tibi, an Arab lawmaker and frequent Lieberman sparring partner, goes even further, calling on the international community to boycott Israel if Lieberman rises to power, as was done when far-right leader Jeorg Haider joined Austria's government ... Haider was a local racist who fought against immigrants and incited xenophobia," Tibi said. "Here we have a racist immigrant who is fighting against the residents of the land, the natives. This is an even worse form of racism.""

Lieberman quote from article - "A democracy doesn't need to commit suicide to prove its justness. Israel has to stop apologizing," he has said. "The Arabs have all the rights, but they don't have a right over the land of Israel."

Mr. Heller gives a fairly objective description of Lieberman’s position in the elections, and what his platform is.

Israel rules out Hamas contacts, threatens force

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 1:16 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/02/AR2009020200378.html
"Israel, too, has not been in a position to finalize a deal because of its own political turmoil. Prime Minister Ehud Olmert resigned in September because of corruption allegations, but Livni could not form a new coalition government, forcing the election."

Mr. Heller does not mention the interference of the settlements in the peace process, which Condoleeza Rice called an obstacle to peace, and does not mention the Israeli blockade which the international community has labeled collective punishment and inhumane, both of which are of major concern to the Arab population of Israel/Palestine.
-------------

3 articles by Ben Hubbard, Associated Press:

With war's remnants, Gaza hospital becomes gallery

By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 11:51 AM

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-living-with-rubble,0,4651259.story
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6251625.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020700788.html
Gazans say it doesn't matter who wins Israeli vote

By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press

Friday, February 6, 2009; 3:29 PM

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Election_Hamas.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-election-hamas,0,7293393.story
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6250459.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020602465.html
Rights groups says laws of war violated in Gaza

By BEN HUBBARD and ALFRED de MONTESQUIOU, The Associated Press

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 8:07 AM

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Laws_of_War.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-laws-of-war,0,6816122.story
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400443.html
Mr. Hubbard’s reporting in all 3 articles was accurate and fairly unbiased.  It would be good to express appreciation for his high quality reporting.
-------------

1 article by Karin Laub, Associated Press:

Israel-Hamas war deals blow to schools in Gaza

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 3:55 AM

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Shattered_Schools.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_gaza_shattered_schools.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020300185.html
Here is an example of how Ms. Laub mentions both points of view in her article:

“Israel targeted the school because of military activities there, Israeli government spokesman Mark Regev said. "Hamas was using it as a command and control center, and the labs were used to construct weapons," he said… University President Kamalain Shaath challenged Israel to prove that weapons were produced in the labs, which he said provided unique services to the community, such as genetics and environmental testing. He claimed Israel was trying to hold Gaza back by targeting some of its most advanced institutions… Many students at Islamic University are not Hamas followers, but go there because it offers courses not available elsewhere in Gaza, Shaath said… Mkhaimar Abusad, who teaches political science at the school's main rival, the Fatah-linked Al Azhar University, said the destruction of the labs amounts to collective punishment. "Basically, by destroying one building, it (Israel) is not punishing Hamas, but an entire community," he said.”

Thus Ms. Laub includes a quote that destruction of Gaza’s schools is collective punishment.  The article might have been even better if she had described what motivated Hamas and the Palestinian rebellion in the first place.
-------------

5 articles by Mark Lavie, Associated Press:
The main problem with Mr. Lavie’s reporting is his focus mostly only on Israel’s POV.

Netanyahu: No return of Golan Heights to Syria

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Sunday, February 8, 2009; 12:55 PM

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Politics.html?cxntlid=inform_sr
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-politics,0,3191119.story
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6252780.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/08/AR2009020801020.html
Mr. Lavie gives a fairly objective bare-bones description of Netanyahu’s platform and position on the Syrian Golan, but does not mention the impact this position might have on the disenfranchised and/or displaced Palestinian Arabs who call the Golan their home.
Israel tows ship bound for Gaza Strip - Hamas envoys leave talks on cease-fire

By Mark Lavie, Associated Press

Friday, February 06, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/06/mideast0206.html
“The long blockade of Gaza and the ensuing hardships for its people have spawned an effort by pro-Palestinian activists to sail ships into Gaza with supplies over the past few months.”

Mr. Lavie gives a fairly objective description of the situation with the ship, but does not mention the inhumanity of the Israeli blockade, which is the main motivation of the activists that took this action, which has been affirmed by the international community.

Israel seizes ship carrying Gaza aid

By MARK LAVIE, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

February 5, 2009 6:05 p.m. PT

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/06/israel_seizes_ship_carrying_gaza_aid/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-lebanonfeb06,0,6105620.story
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/399008_mideast06.html
"Shortly after Hamas fighters overran Gaza in June 2007—expelling forces loyal to President Mahmoud Abbas—Israel and Egypt imposed a tight blockade, allowing in only humanitarian supplies. Israel is concerned about weapons smuggling, and Egypt fears the influence of Islamic extremists." (Chicago version)

"Hamas demands that Gaza's border crossings be reopened. "The main point revolves around us getting a clear and honest commitment to lift the blockade completely. We still didn't get that," Hamas leader Mohammed Nasr said in Cairo before leaving for Syria ... Shortly after Hamas fighters overran Gaza in June 2007, expelling forces loyal to Western-backed President Mahmoud Abbas, Israel and Egypt imposed a tight blockade, allowing only humanitarian supplies in. Israel is concerned about weapons smuggling, and Egypt fears the influence of Islamic extremists." (Seattle version)

Here we find Mr. Lavie parrot Israel’s claims that the blockade is humane in contradiction to the claims of the international community.  We should ask Mr. Lavie to please don’t automatically only believe Israel’s POV – for example, mention how the international community considers the blockade inhumane and collective punishment.
Netanyahu: Gaza offensive stopped too soon

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 12:51 PM

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6246241.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020401828.html
Again no mention of what motivates Hamas (ex. inhumanity of the Israeli blockade, high percentage of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails are there under administrative detention without trial or charges, how Israel violated the truce first with the tunnel attack, etc.)

(different titles in different newspapers!)
Israelis respond to Gaza rockets
Israel strikes Gaza after militant rocket fire

Israel threatens to retaliate for Gaza rockets

Israel strikes tunnels, Gaza militants fire rocket

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 3:07 PM

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2009/02/02/israelis_respond_to_gaza_rockets/
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/side/6241847.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/02/02/MNSB15L97L.DTL&hw=MARK+LAVIE&sn=006&sc=541
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/398672_mideast04.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020300219.html
Again, does not mention blockade has been labeled inhumane by international community.
-------------

1 article by Amy Teibel, Associated Press:
Palestinian rockets hit Israel during cease-fire - Hamas looks to election to further talks

By AMY TEIBEL, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

February 8, 2009 8:06 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/399273_mideast09.html
“The Gaza Strip's strongman was in Syria, consulting with his Hamas bosses about the truce talks, while Israel's defense minister warned Israelis they would have to pay a painful price as part of any deal.”

Ms. Teibel does not mention Hamas demands for a truce, such as the inhumanity of the Israeli blockade.  We should also object to the term, “strongman” for Hamas leadership because of its negative de-legitimizing connotations, especially considering that Hamas is the elected leadership of Gaza.

-------------

4 articles by Dion Nissenbaum, of McClatchy News:
Israeli accused of anti-Arab racism could become kingmaker

By DION NISSENBAUM AND CLIFF CHURGIN, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Sunday, 02.08.09

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/894316.html
Gazans say Israel used them as human shields

By Dion Nissenbaum

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 at 12:00 AM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008704386_gaza04.html
Israel considers declaring Al Jazeera ‘hostile enemy'

By DION NISSENBAUM

McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Wednesday,  02.04.09

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/887855.html
Gazans say Israeli troops forced them into battle zones

By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Monday, 02.02.09

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/884726.html
We need to express support and appreciation for Mr. Nissenbaum’s objective and yet compassionate reporting about the Middle East conflict.  This includes his mentioning of international law when appropriate.

-------------

3 articles by Ethan Bronner (with help), staff reporter for the New York Times:

Israel Deports Activists From Intercepted Vessel 

By ETHAN BRONNER and ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 6, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/07/world/middleeast/07mideast.html
"Israel has maintained a strict blockade of Gaza since Hamas took power there in a brief civil war with its secular rival, Fatah, in June 2007. In late December, Israel mounted a three-week military assault in Gaza that left more than 1,300 Palestinians dead. Thirteen Israelis, including three civilians, also died."

Israeli Navy Diverts Ship Bound for Gaza 

By ETHAN BRONNER and ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 5, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/06/world/middleeast/06mideast.html
"In Gaza, John Ging, the director of operations for the United Nations refugee agency there, said Thursday that Israel’s blockade was creating growing misery by choking off basic humanitarian supplies like food, medicine, clothes and blankets, as well as school supplies…. He also criticized the leadership of Hamas for letting its police force run wild, attacking a distribution center for the needy and carting off supplies…. We are neither getting in the volume nor the range of supplies that we need here,” he told reporters at the United Nations, via video link-up. “This is creating a lot of misery among the people… In one example, Mr. Ging said that the teachers in the schools run by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency had worked throughout the Israeli bombardment to create a new human rights curriculum. But because Israel was blocking paper supplies, the textbooks and workbooks could not be printed, so some 60 percent of the children in United Nations schools lack books. The human rights curriculum was intended to combat extremism, he said, a growing problem in the wake of the Israeli bombardment."

We should remind Mr. Bronner that the blockade is not just strict but is actually inhumane and collective punishment as per international community, and ask why this point is dropped in the later article.
In Shattered Gaza Town, Roots of Seething Split 

By ETHAN BRONNER and SABRINA TAVERNISE

February 4, 2009
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/04/world/middleeast/04gaza.html
"The war in El Atatra tells the story of Israel’s three-week offensive in Gaza, with each side giving a very different version. Palestinians here describe Israeli military actions as a massacre, and Israelis attribute civilian casualties to a Hamas policy of hiding behind its people…. In El Atatra, neither version appears entirely true, based on 50 interviews with villagers and four Israeli commanders. The dozen or so civilian deaths seem like the painful but inevitable outcome of a modern army bringing war to an urban space. And while Hamas fighters had placed explosives in a kitchen, on doorways and in a mosque, they did not seem to be forcing civilians to act as shields…. The gaps reflect not only a desire to shape public opinion, but also something more significant: a growing distance between two peoples who used to have daily interactions, but who are being forced apart by violence, mutual demonization and a policy of separation…. Palestinians almost never question the legitimacy of firing rockets at Israeli civilians as a form of resistance, and seemed shocked that Israel would go to war over it.  Meanwhile, Israel sent a double message.  On one hand, it made clear that it was furious over the years of rocket fire and would not restrain its reaction. On the other, it argued that it took an exceptionally humane approach to the civilians of Gaza, in contrast to what it saw as its bloodthirsty enemy, Hamas."

This article is incredible for portraying the suffering of innocent Palestinians, but it could have included mention of the international condemnation of the blockade as inhumane and collective punishment.  Instead of seeming to portray the war as the start of the injustice.

Mention how Hamas rocket fire at civilians distracts the public from the ongoing long-term crimes of the Israeli government – (1) denying Palestinian right-of-return, (2) internal discrimination in Israel, (3) the various illegal features of the occupation (settlements, wall, expropriation of private land, etc.), and (4) the collective punishment of the Gaza blockade itself in contradiction to Israeli claims, which is what motivates the Palestinian rebellion in the first place.

-------------
4 articles by Isabel Kershner (with help), staff reporter for the New York Times:

Agency Says Hamas Took Aid Intended for Needy 

By ISABEL KERSHNER and TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

Published: February 4, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/05/world/middleeast/05mideast.html
"According to the statement, the incident took place “after Unrwa staff had earlier refused to hand over the aid supplies to the Hamas-run Ministry of Social Affairs. The police subsequently broke into the warehouse and seized the aid by force…. Christopher Gunness, a spokesman for the refugee agency, said it was the first time its supplies had been seized in such a way. He added, “They were armed, and we were not…. Ahmed al-Kurd, the minister of social affairs in the Hamas-run Gaza government, said he was “very surprised and shocked” at the agency’s statement. The Hamas authorities have “never harmed Unrwa’s security,” he said…. But Mr. Kurd hinted at some displeasure among Hamas officials with the agency’s distribution of aid. He said that his ministry had been asking the agency to provide information about the assistance it provides, and that it was “investigating” whether the agency was working with any organizations in Gaza that were not licensed by the local government and “that have a political agenda.” He was presumably referring to groups that oppose Hamas…. Peter Lerner, an Israeli Defense Ministry spokesman, said Israel was “aware of numerous incidents” where aid sent into Gaza, particularly from Jordan and Egypt, was seized, “sometimes at gunpoint.”… Israel has been allowing up to 200 truckloads of humanitarian aid a day into Gaza since the end of the campaign, but some aid groups have been protesting that restrictions persist. Reuters reported Wednesday that the European Union had sent a letter to Israel complaining about the obstacles it had faced in the delivery of aid."

It is not clear from her article that most of the restrictions are actually by Israel, as seen in the quote above and all along the international community has condemned the blockade as inhumane and collective punishment in contradiction to Israel’s claims.  Her article could be seen as inferring that most of the restrictions on aid are from Hamas which is not true.  Most of the restrictions are from Israel because Israel is trying to prohibit Hamas from playing a role in the reconstruction.

Rocket From Gaza Strikes Israeli City 

By ISABEL KERSHNER and TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

Published: February 3, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/04/world/middleeast/04mideast.html
"In return for a cease-fire lasting a year or more, Hamas is demanding the lifting of Israel’s 18-month economic embargo on Gaza and the opening of the border crossings for regular commerce. Israel is seeking assurances from Egypt about the prevention of weapons smuggling into Gaza, and says it is prepared to allow only humanitarian aid into Gaza at this stage. Israel has made the resolution of the case of a captured Israeli soldier, Gilad Shalit, a condition for the full operation of the border crossings…. Hamas has been holding Corporal Shalit since 2006 and has demanded the release of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners for his return. The group has rejected any linking of the issue of the border crossings to the soldier’s release."
We need to ask Ms. Kershner not to buy Israel’s word unconditionally - that the international community has repeatedly labeled the Israeli blockade inhumane in contradiction to what Israel claims.  In addition, a high percentage of Palestinians are in Israeli prisons under administrative detention which means without charges or trial – a clear injustice and violation of international law.
New Gaza Exchanges Strain Fragile Truce 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 2, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/03/world/middleeast/03mideast.html
Kershner's writing is subtle.  She reports the Hamas demand that the borders be opened but she still makes it clear she considers Hamas to be the instigator of violence whereas she infers that Israel only wants peace.  I guess the answer is that she needs to show how the blockade is inhumane according to the international community, but I think that the rest of the Hamas position and the Palestinian cause is probably beyond her emotional capacity to understand and accept.
For example, there is the tremendous injustice of 1948 – the Nakba – and the resulting issue of respecting Palestinian right-of-return - which is probably beyond her because it suggests the basic invalidity of Israel itself – that the existence of Israel is dependent on unjustly keeping the native people of Palestine out of their own ancestral homeland.

Indecision Reigns as Israelis Get Ready to Vote 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 6, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/07/world/middleeast/07israel.html
"Mr. Caspi, of Ben-Gurion University, blamed the growing influence of hired public relations professionals and marketing managers who have “taken over” the political campaigns for the lack of any serious public discourse…. The industry professionals may know how to market Mr. Netanyahu or Ms. Livni “like Coca-Cola or hamburgers,” Mr. Caspi said, but political ideology is not their strong card…. The real issues will therefore burst out after the elections, putting whatever governing coalition has been cobbled together under increasing strain. And if recent history is anything to go by, the Israelis could well find themselves back at the ballot box in two to three years’ time, again wondering whom to vote for, and why."

Ms. Kershner's article expertly describes the miasma of Israeli politics.  But she does not touch the real issues in the same way she decries the candidates as avoiding the real issues – such as the problems of the settlements and the crime of denying the Palestinian right-of-return for example.
-------------

2 articles by Sabrina Tavernise (with help), staff reporter for the New York Times:

Gaza War Created Rift Between Israel and Turkey 

By SABRINA TAVERNISE and ETHAN BRONNER

Published: February 4, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/05/world/europe/05turkey.html
"Mr. Erdogan encouraged the relationship [between Turkey and Israel], visiting Israel in 2005 with a group of Turkish businessmen and becoming the first Turkish prime minister to visit the office of Turkey’s chief rabbi after a synagogue was bombed in 2003.  But when it comes to Hamas, which controls Gaza, they disagree. Israel views it as a terrorist group and focuses on its doctrinal commitment to destroy the Zionist state. Mr. Erdogan sees other aspects: Hamas began as a grass-roots Islamic movement, and like his own Justice and Development party, also Islamic-inspired, was democratically elected against overwhelming odds…. They identified with some parts of the Hamas story,” said Femi Koru, a columnist for Today’s Zaman, a Turkish newspaper. “They were also outcasts who were not allowed to join national politics…. Turkish officials argue that Mr. Erdogan’s stance against the war was simply healthy criticism — words of warning from a close friend who sincerely believed that Israel had gone too far…. Turkey has lost its patience with the status quo in the Mideast,” said a senior Turkish official, who requested anonymity because he was not authorized to speak publicly on the matter. “Gaza is the bankruptcy of the military solution.”"

We should remind Ms. Tavernise and others that people need to differentiate the tactic from the movement – they may disapprove of a specific tactic, but that should not represent the entire movement or the righteousness of the movement, because all movements consist of many participants who approach the cause from different angles, and even disagree with each other.
Abbas Seeks Greater Gaza Role for His Palestinian Authority 

By SABRINA TAVERNISE and SEBNEM ARSU

Published: February 7, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/08/world/middleeast/08turkey.html
This is an interesting and thorough article describing the web of parties and issues involved in the negotiations on the reconstruction and future of Gaza - but 2 important facts are missing – that the Israeli  blockade has been judged by the international community as inhumane, and that a high percentage of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails are there under administrative detention, which means without trial or charges, which is a clear injustice and violation of international law.

An important debate is whether Israel actually does want regime change in Gaza, and there is a preponderance of evidence that it does, and that that is the purpose of its blockade.

To summarize – the players - Hamas - Fatah - Turkey - Egypt - Israel - international donors, and the issues - kidnapped Israeli soldier - Palestinian prisoners under administrative detention - inhumane blockade - smuggled weapons - rockets fired at Israel - humanitarian supplies & funds – Hamas refusal to accept Israel.
-------------

1 article by Margaret Coker, staff reporter for the Wall Street Journal:

Gaza's Isolation Slows Rebuilding Efforts

By MARGARET COKER

FEBRUARY 5, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123378816463649535.html
"Citing security concerns, Israel has largely kept its border with Gaza sealed, which is slowing imports of reconstruction material, though Israel says it is allowing in vital supplies ... In 2007, Hamas routed security forces loyal to the rival Fatah party in Gaza, and Israel enforced a virtual blockade. Egypt reinforced its border closure soon after. By last year, 95% of Gaza's local industry and small businesses had shut down as a result of the blockade, the World Bank estimates. Unemployment jumped to over 40% among the territory's 1.5 million people, according to Palestinian statistics. Hamas cited the blockade when it intensified rocket attacks after a six-month cease-fire ended in December."

Coker does a fairly good job of exposing the false claim of Israel, which is good - but also could have mentioned past international community confirmation that the blockade is inhumane and collective punishment. 

-------------

1 article by Charles Levinson, staff reporter for the Wall Street Journal:

Anti-Arab Israeli Party Surges

By CHARLES LEVINSON

FEBRUARY 6, 2009, 6:19 A.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123388845963255467.html
"Israel's Arab minority has full citizenship rights, and has traditionally been held up as evidence of Israel's strong democratic roots. Recently, however, some Arab politicians in Israel have made provocative statements in support of Hamas and attacks against Israel."

We need to politely educate Mr. Levinson about the state-sanctioned, law-based discrimination against Arabs in Israel.

-------------

1 article by Jay Solomon, staff reporter for the Wall Street Journal:

Obama Appoints Envoys to Address Foreign Conflicts

By JAY SOLOMON

FEBRUARY 5, 2009, 9:47 A.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123266177622107557.html
Mr. Solomon’s article gave an objective view of Obama’s appointments.
-------------
4 articles by Griff Witte, staff reporter for the Washington Post:
After Gaza War, Daunting Curbs On Rebuilding - Political Battles, Israeli Ban on Construction Goods Delay Recovery

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Sunday, February 8, 2009; A16

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020702034.html
U.N. Halts Aid to Gaza In Dispute With Hamas

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; Page A10 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020603518.html
In Israeli Contest, Reverberations of Obama Campaign

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Thursday, February 5, 2009; A12

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020403789.html

"Hamas has been pushing for the border crossings to be opened during negotiations in Egypt aimed at producing a cease-fire of a year or more… We will not accept a truce unless it is in return for lifting the siege, opening the border crossings and acceleration of the reconstruction of Gaza," Hamas leader Khaled Meshal said in a speech Friday in Damascus. "

Witte probably should have mentioned that the international community affirms Hamas’s position that the Israeli blockade is inhumane in contradiction to claims by Israel.
Israel's Key Election Issue: Did War End Too Soon?

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Monday, February 2, 2009; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/01/AR2009020100422.html
Mr Witte briefly mentions the impact of the war on the Palestinians, the Palestinian view of the elections, and how Hamas subsequently declared victory once the fighting stopped, but there is no mention of the Israeli blockade of Gaza, which was the ongoing tactic of the Olmert administration, taken over by Livni, for the purposes of destroying Hamas, which was condemned by the international community as inhumane and collective punishment, but  which seems to have achieved the opposite effect and only motivated the population to support Hamas even more.
-------------

HERE ARE THE MAIN OPINION PIECES PUBLISHED THIS WEEK:

-------------

Hold Israel accountable for Gaza

By George E. Bisharat

Originally published February 4, 2009 at 5:00 PM | Page modified February 5, 2009 at 4:41 PM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/opinion/2008708504_opinb05bisharat.html
Here are a number of quotes from Professor Bisharat’s powerful article:

“Evidence suggests that Israel may have committed at least seven serious offenses during its Gaza invasion: launching a war of aggression (because Israel itself triggered the breakdown of a six-month truce, and therefore did not have a valid claim of self-defense); deliberate targeting of civilian infrastructure; deliberate killings of civilians; collective punishment; illegal use of weapons, including white phosphorous; preventing care to the wounded; and disproportionate use of force.  These constitute grave breaches of customary and conventional international law, and some amount to war crimes.” 
“Hamas' indiscriminate rocket attacks on Israeli civilians were also war crimes, but did not justify Israel's violations.”

“Ending Israel's impunity should be a priority for us all. Palestinians clearly bear the brunt of Israel's violence. Israelis face a future of endemic conflict in a region that will never bow to pure might. We Americans suffer by acting as Israel's principal enabler and accomplice, isolating ourselves from much of the world and multiplying our enemies. International law — which protects the powerful and weak alike — is diminished when one nation tramples basic legal principles without consequence.”
In his op-ed, Professor Bisharat says many important things – for example that clearly it was Israel who broke the truce, he also clearly describes the range of Israeli war crimes, admits Hamas rockets are a war crime but that they do not excuse Israel’s crimes, and finally clearly describes the challenges and costs to everyone of not holding Israel accountable for its crimes.
We need to send letters of support and gratitude to Professor Bisharat for his ongoing efforts to educate the American public about what is really going on in Palestine. 

-------------

2 Op-Eds by Thomas L. Friedman
Op-Ed - Beyond the Banks 

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN

Published: February 7, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/08/opinion/08friedman.html
"Palestinians need the same chance [to develop stable government institutions]. You can’t have a two-state solution without two states, and today the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank, which still supports a two-state deal, doesn’t have the institutions of a state, particularly an effective police force. Therefore, my hope is that Obama will focus not only on peace plans from the top down, but also on institution-building from the bottom up. The best way to isolate Hamas in Gaza is to build the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank into a decent government with steadily expanding control over its territory ... So it is important to have George Mitchell, the U.S. special envoy to the Middle East, steadily pushing the diplomacy from above, but nothing will happen without vastly increasing U.S. efforts from below to help West Bankers build a credible governing capacity. Do that, and everything is possible. Don’t do it, and nothing is possible."
In past writings, Mr. Friedman has shown a feverous attachment to the idea of a Jewish State at any cost.  Thus he intensely supports the two-state solution as the only way the Jewish State will survive.  This drives all his current writing.  We might ask him why he supports a “Jewish State” when the concept violates the basic democratic principle of a neutral government that serves all its citizens equally, and especially in this situation requires excluding the native population of the area from its own ancestral homeland simply because including them would no doubt lead to the loss of the vote for a Jewish State… kind of hypocritical for a supporter of democracy in the Middle East.
Op-Ed - Don’t Try This at Home 

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN

Published: February 3, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/04/opinion/04friedman.html

His op-ed describes the multi-faceted nature of Palestinian and Israeli societies as if it were unusual for human societies.  I contend that such diversity is natural to human societies – the problem in Palestine is that the controlling powers are supporting an unworkable solution with the two-state solution that denies the native majority population from returning to their own ancestral homeland and exercising their political rights there in support of a state which violates basic democratic principles of a neutral government guided by equal rights for all citizens and by majority rule.  The result is great injustice – how can there ever really be peace under such conditions?  Mr. Friedman is in denial of all this, and thus lives in a fantasy land which will never work.

-------------

1 Op-Ed by Judea Pearl

Opinion: Daniel Pearl and the Normalization of Evil 

By JUDEA PEARL
Date: February 3, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123362422088941893.html
"But somehow, barbarism, often cloaked in the language of "resistance," has gained acceptance in the most elite circles of our society. The words "war on terror" cannot be uttered today without fear of offense. Civilized society, so it seems, is so numbed by violence that it has lost its gift to be disgusted by evil…. I believe it all started with well-meaning analysts, who in their zeal to find creative solutions to terror decided that terror is not a real enemy, but a tactic. Thus the basic engine that propels acts of terrorism -- the ideological license to elevate one's grievances above the norms of civilized society -- was wished away in favor of seemingly more manageable "tactical" considerations…. This mentality of surrender then worked its way through politicians like the former mayor of London, Ken Livingstone. In July 2005 he told Sky News that suicide bombing is almost man's second nature. "In an unfair balance, that's what people use," explained Mr. Livingstone."

We should remind Mr. Pearl that even though terrorism should not be supported, the causes of which it is a part often should be supported.  Legitimately, the sources he names could also be corrected for the same mistake of not distinguishing between tactics and the overall cause – the cause should not be condemned just because some of the tactics might be objectionable.

-------------

2 Editorials from the Wall Street Journal

Opinion Global View: Iraq Is Obama's Mideast Pillar As an Arab democracy, it's a model for what we would like the rest of the Arab world to become.

February 3, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123362313953841821.html
"What about Israel's neighbors? Palestine is riven between feckless moderates and pitiless fanatics ... So what are you going to do about the one bright spot on your map -- an Arab country that is genuinely democratic, increasingly secular and secure, anti-Iranian and, all-in-all, on your side? So far, your only idea seems to bid to it good luck and bring most of the troops home in time for Super Bowl Sunday, 2010."

The WSJ Editorial Board ignores the real social justice issues involved which also must be addressed if the problems are to be genuinely solved.  Examples are the many human rights violations that Israel commits against the Palestinian people which keeps its government and economy crippled (settlements & wall & checkpoints & other restrictions on movement, refusing to issue building permits to allow natural growth, abuse of natural resources in occupied territories, destruction of government facilities, urban infrastructure and commercial property during military incursions that have nothing to do with insurgent activities, deportation, administrative detention and assassination of Palestinian leadership, etc.)  In addition there is the basic issue which keeps the rebellion alive that the Palestinian population (which is the native majority population of the region) continues to be denied residency and political rights in its own ancestral homeland.  Under such conditions a fractured paralyzed government is understandable, and will not be resolved just by providing nearby examples – the injustices themselves must also be resolved as well in order for the society to move forward and progress naturally.
Opinion Europe: Erdogan's Chutzpah  - Turkey's Prime Minister forgets who his friends are

From today's Wall Street Journal Europe.

FEBRUARY 3, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123361705224841345.html
"Perhaps most telling, Mr. Erdogan blew his lid while the Israeli President challenged him, "What would you do if you were to have in Istanbul every night a hundred rockets?"   Since the 1970s, Turkey has also been at war against terrorists who fight from sanctuaries in and outside the country on behalf of a stateless Muslim people. Militants from the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK, attack the Turkish military mainly in the southeast but also in cities. Some 30,000 have been killed. So far, the PKK hasn't fired missiles into Turkish cities, though presumably Hamas or Hezbollah could pass on the know-how…. Like Israelis, Turkish leaders have vigorously defended their right to go after PKK hideouts in northern Iraq with tacit U.S. support -- including during Israel's Gaza offensive, though it didn't make news on al Jazeera. If anyone can sympathize with President Peres, it should be Mr. Erdogan."

WSJ editorial board could be reminded that Mr. Erdogan’s apparent hypocrisy does not take away from the validity of his complaints about Israel’s actions in Gaza.
In addition, we could remind the Wall Street Journal that even though we might find one tactic objectionable that is not a reason to condemn the whole movement – that the Palestinian cause has real merit – there is real oppression and injustice by Israel to overcome.
 
III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
1.  All of this Week's Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -
ASSOCIATED PRESS (including Special Focus reporters) - all staff can be contacted through the email address - info@ap.com
Ibrahim Barzak, Donna Bryson, Angela Charlton, Mike Corder, Ali Akbar Dareini, Alfred De Montesquiou, Sarah El Deeb, Matti Friedman, Sam F. Ghattas, Steven Gutkin, Diaa Hadid, Aron Heller, Ben Hubbard, Steven R. Hurst, George Jahn, Frank Jordans, Nasser Karimi, Foster Klug, Karin Laub, Mark Lavie, Jill Lawless, Matthew Lee, Karen Matthews, Matt Moore, Louise Nordstrom, David Rising, Fabiola Sanchez, Omar Sinan, Amy Teibel, Christopher Toothaker, Christopher Torchia, Karen Zolka


REUTERS - all staff can be reached through the Comment Input Form found on their website at this location - http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 
Nidal al-Mughrabi, Deisy Buitrago, Amir Cohen, Fredrik Dahl, Denis Dyomkin, Aziz El-Kaissouni, Adam Entous, Guy Faulconbridge, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Marilyn Gerlach, Parisa Hafezi, Joseph Nasr, Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Sue Pleming, Philip Pullella, Ali Sawafta, Alaa Shahine, Dan Williams

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTERS (including Special Focus Staff Reporters and Op-Ed Columnists):
STAFF REPORTERS

SEBNEM ARSU (NY Times) - foreign@nytimes.com

Richard Boudreaux (LA Times) - boudreaux@latimes.com

ETHAN BRONNER (NY Times) - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ethan_bronner/index.html

CLIFF CHURGIN, McClatchy Newspapers - NationalNews@MiamiHerald.com

MARGARET COKER (WSJ) - margaret.coker@wsj.com

Yochi J. Dreazen (WSJ) - yochi.dreazen@wsj.com

TAGHREED EL-KHODARY (NY Times) - foreign@nytimes.com

Thomas Erdbrink, Washington Post Foreign Service - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/thomas+erdbrink/

Jeffrey Fleishman (LA Times) - jeffrey.fleishman@latimes.com

Juan Forero, Washington Post Foreign Service - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/juan+forero/

Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent - jogreenberg@tribune.com

ISABEL KERSHNER (NY Times) - foreign@nytimes.com

Ashraf Khalil | Los Angeles Times - ashraf.khalil@latimes.com

CHARLES LEVINSON (WSJ) - charles.levinson@wsj.com

NEIL MACFARQUHAR (NY Times) - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/neil_macfarquhar/index.html

Peter Marks  (WPost) - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/peter+marks/

Marjorie Miller, Los Angeles Times editorial writer - marjorie.miller@latimes.com 

Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=F7EFF2ECE4C0E3F3EDEFEEE9F4EFF2AEE3EFE

Caryle Murphy | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=F7EFF2ECE4C0E3F3EDEFEEE9F4EFF2AEE3EFE

Dion Nissenbaum, McClatchy Newspapers - dnissenbaum@mcclatchydc.com

Joshua Partlow, Washington Post Foreign Service - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/joshua+partlow/

Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C9ECE5EEE5A0D2AEA0D0F2F5F3E8E5F2

Sebastian Rotella (LA Times) - rotella@latimes.com

Yigal Schleifer | Correspondent CSMonitor - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=F7EFF2ECE4C0E3F3EDEFEEE9F4EFF2AEE3EFE

JAY SOLOMON (WSJ) - jay.solomon@wsj.com

Peter Spiegel | Los Angeles Times Staff Reporter - peter.spiegel@latimes.com 

SABRINA TAVERNISE (NY Times) - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/t/sabrina_tavernise/index.htm

Craig Whitlock, Washington Post Foreign Service - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/craig+whitlock/

Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/griff+witte/

OP-ED COLUMNISTS

ALAA AL ASWANY (author) - contact info not found

George E. Bisharat (professor at University of California Hastings College of the Law) - 

bisharat@uchastings.edu

Soner Cagaptay (author and senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy) - http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC11.php?CID=24&emailFor=Soner%20Cagaptay

THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN (NY Times columnist) - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/opinion/editorialsandoped/oped/columnists/thomaslfriedman/index.html

ETGAR KERET (author & filmmaker) - http://etgarkeret.com/, http://www.myspace.com/etgarkeret

JUDEA PEARL (computer science professor at UCLA, president of the Daniel Pearl Foundation) - judea@cs.ucla.edu

Sandy Tolan (author and associate professor at the Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Southern California) - sandytolan@gmail.com

EDITORIAL BOARDS

Wall Street Journal Opinion Europe - edit.features@wsj.com

Wall Street Journal Opinion Global View - bstephens@wsj.com
Newspaper Contact Info -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org
Important reference pages on our website relevant to this week’s articles –
Collective Punishment of the Israeli blockade:  http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBcollectivepunishment.htm
Discrimination in Israel:  http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBinternaldiscrimination.htm
Palestinian prisoners administrative detention:  http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBprisoners.htm
1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).

(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 

 
**************************************************************************
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(I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (8)
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Op-Ed Contributor: Why the Muslim World Can’t Hear Obama 

By ALAA AL ASWANY

Published: February 7, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/08/opinion/08aswany.html

George Mitchell and the end of the two-state solution - Israel's settlement growth means we have to find a different plan.

By Sandy Tolan

from the February 04, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0204/p09s01-coop.htm

Opinion Global View: Iraq Is Obama's Mideast Pillar As an Arab democracy, it's a model for what we would like the rest of the Arab world to become.

February 3, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123362313953841821.html

French foreign minister urges Gaza border open 

By FOSTER KLUG, Associated Press Writer

February 5, 2009 - 4:16 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/US_Presidential_Cabinet/US_France.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

French foreign minister urges Gaza border open

By FOSTER KLUG, The Associated Press 

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 4:16 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020502308.html

6 nations hold talks in Germany on Iran's nuclear program

By MATT MOORE | Associated Press Writer 

2:05 PM CST, February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-germany-iran,0,2628798.story

Abbas, US envoy push Mideast peace in Paris talks 

By ANGELA CHARLTON, Associated Press Writer

February 2, 2009 - 3:45 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_France_Mideast.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Abbas, US envoy push Mideast peace in Paris talks

By ANGELA CHARLTON, The Associated Press

Monday, February 2, 2009; 3:45 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/02/AR2009020200547.html

====================

(I.12)  Turkey (3)

====================

A setback for Turkey as Mideast broker

By Yigal Schleifer | Correspondent  

from the February 6, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0206/p01s01-wome.html

Opinion Europe: Erdogan's Chutzpah  - Turkey's Prime Minister forgets who his friends are

From today's Wall Street Journal Europe.

FEBRUARY 3, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123361705224841345.html

Turkey's Turn From the West

By Soner Cagaptay

Monday, February 2, 2009; Page A13 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/01/AR2009020101672.html

===================================

(I.9) Protests against Israel (21)

===================================

Jews in S. America Increasingly Uneasy

By Juan Forero and Joshua Partlow, Washington Post Foreign Service

Sunday, February 8, 2009; A17

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020701972.html

Gaza War Created Rift Between Israel and Turkey 

By SABRINA TAVERNISE and ETHAN BRONNER

Published: February 4, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/05/world/europe/05turkey.html

Some link India-Israel ties to Mumbai attacks

By Peter Spiegel | Los Angeles Times 

February 2, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-india-israel_web_referfeb02,0,6596614.story

Venezuela detains 11 suspects in synagogue attacks

By CHRISTOPHER TOOTHAKER, The Associated Press 

Sunday, February 8, 2009; 9:09 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/08/AR2009020801520.html

Venezuela's Jews fear more attacks

By FABIOLA SANCHEZ, The Associated Press

Friday, February 6, 2009; 4:51 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020602172.html

Israel still dealing with international fallout 

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer

February 5, 2009 - 3:24 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Battered_Image.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Israeli ambassador targeted in shoe attack at Swedish university

By LOUISE NORDSTROM | Associated Press Writer 

11:09 AM CST, February 5, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-sweden-israel-shoe-attack,0,2421889.story

Israelis still dealing with international fallout over Gaza offensive

By MATTI FRIEDMAN | Associated Press Writer 

2:24 AM CST, February 5, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-battered-image,0,5851586.story

Israel still dealing with international fallout

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

February 5, 2009 12:24 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_battered_image.html

Israel still dealing with international fallout

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 3:24 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020500113.html

Israeli ambassador targeted in Swedish shoe attack

By LOUISE NORDSTROM, The Associated Press 

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 12:09 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020501520.html

S. African dock workers won't unload Israeli goods 

By DONNA BRYSON, Associated Press Writer

February 4, 2009 - 11:27 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Africa/AF_South_Africa_Israel.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Turkey urged to prosecute anti-Semitic acts 

By CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA, Associated Press Writer

February 4, 2009 - 11:30 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Turkey_Jews.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

South African dock workers say they won't unload Israeli goods in solidarity with Palestinians

By DONNA BRYSON | Associated Press Writer 

10:27 AM CST, February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-af-south-africa-israel,0,5488247.story

Turkey's Jewish community wants state to prosecute alleged anti-Semitism linked to Gaza war

By CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA | Associated Press Writer 

10:30 AM CST, February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-turkey-jews,0,1680258.story

S. African union boycotts Israel

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

February 4, 2009 6:41 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/398818_boycott05.html

S. African dock workers won't unload Israeli goods

By DONNA BRYSON, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 11:27 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020401646.html

Venezuela Catholic mission hit after Jewish attack

by Deisy Buitrago, Reuters 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 9:07 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020403079.html

Turkey urged to prosecute anti-Semitic acts

By CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 11:30 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020401468.html

Demonstrators fear anti-Semitism in Venezuela

By FABIOLA SANCHEZ, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 4:37 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020302515.html

Turkish PM vows to fight anti-Semitism

By CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 10:50 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020300679.html

=================

(I.8) Egypt (3)

=================

Much at stake for Egypt in Palestinian-Israel talks

By Jeffrey Fleishman

February 5, 2009

http://articles.latimes.com/2009/02/05/news/fg-egypt-gaza5

Hamas team in Egypt to move forward on truce effort

By Aziz El-Kaissouni, Reuters 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 7:45 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020701022.html

Cairo seeks Gaza truce, prisoner deal: diplomats

By Adam Entous and Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 9:47 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020702284.html

================

(I.7) Iran (20)

================

Iranian Official Scolds U.S., Urges New Strategy

By YOCHI J. DREAZEN

FEBRUARY 6, 2009, 8:36 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123397044603259311.html

Hamas Chief Thanks Iran for Support While on Regional Tour

By Thomas Erdbrink, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; Page A10 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/02/AR2009020202953.html

AP Analysis: US-Iran ties tense after Obama offer 

By GEORGE JAHN, Associated Press Writer

February 8, 2009 - 4:53 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/EU_US_Iran_Shaky_Start_Analysis.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

AP Analysis: US-Iran ties tense despite Obama

By GEORGE JAHN, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

February 8, 2009 6:30 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_eu_us_iran_shaky_start_analysis.html

AP Analysis: US-Iran ties tense after Obama offer 

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 

Sunday, February 8, 2009; 9:30 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/08/AR2009020800193.html

Iran's top leader says sanctions haven't hindered nuclear, space breakthroughs

By ALI AKBAR DAREINI | Associated Press Writer 

10:03 AM CST, February 7, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-iran-sanctions,0,7124407.stor

y

Iran: Nuclear, space progress despite sanctions

By ALI AKBAR DAREINI, The Associated Press 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 11:03 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020700681.html

Iran: US must rethink policies for reconciliation 

By GEORGE JAHN and DAVID RISING, Associated Press Writers

February 6, 2009 - 2:03 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Germany_Security_Conference_Iran.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Top Iranian official: US policies failed, Washington must rethink approach for reconciliation

By GEORGE JAHN and DAVID RISING | Associated Press Writers 

1:04 PM CST, February 6, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-germany-security-conference-iran,0,6973708.story

Iran: US must rethink policies for reconciliation

By GEORGE JAHN and DAVID RISING, The Associated Press 

Friday, February 6, 2009; 2:03 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020601764.html

CORRECTED: Iran official sees positive U.S. signal in Mideast

Reuters 

Friday, February 6, 2009; 10:38 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020601944.html

Russia to start Iran nuclear plant by year end

By Denis Dyomkin and Guy Faulconbridge, Reuters 

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 10:08 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020501254.html

British Council suspends work in Iran

By JILL LAWLESS, The Associated Press 

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 3:05 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020500474.html

World powers welcome Obama's talk offer to Iran

By Marilyn Gerlach, Reuters 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 12:16 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400437.html

Obama's presidency won't change ties: senior Iranian

By Parisa Hafezi, Reuters 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 9:47 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400639.html

6-nation talks on Iran in Germany

By MATT MOORE, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 3:04 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400493.html

Time running out for attack on Iran: Israeli expert

By Dan Williams, Reuters

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 7:41 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020401087.html

Iran launches satellite; U.S. expresses concern

By Fredrik Dahl and Parisa Hafezi, Reuters

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 5:30 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020302167.html

Hamas leader thanks Iran for help in Gaza fight 

By NASSER KARIMI, Associated Press Writer

February 2, 2009 - 3:02 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Iran_Hamas.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Hamas leader thanks Iran for help in Gaza fight

By NASSER KARIMI, The Associated Press

Monday, February 2, 2009; 3:02 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/02/AR2009020200224.html

=========================================

(I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks with Israel (1)

=========================================

Abbas Seeks Greater Gaza Role for His Palestinian Authority 

By SABRINA TAVERNISE and SEBNEM ARSU

Published: February 7, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/08/world/middleeast/08turkey.html

===============================

(I.4) Hamas talks & truce (11)

===============================

Gaza's top strongman emerges from 6 weeks in hiding

Hamas' Mahmoud Zahar goes to Egypt, which is mediating indirect talks between Israel and militant group

By Ibrahim Barzak | Associated Press 

February 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-hamasfeb08,0,58808.story

Hamas team crosses to Egypt for talks

Associated Press

February 8, 2009

http://theenvelope.latimes.com/la-fg-hamas8-2009feb08,0,7098097.story

Hamas says no Cairo truce talks on Saturday

By Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Reuters 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 6:09 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020700981.html

Hamas officials have no cease-fire, but have suitcases of cash, as they try to leave Egpyt

By SARAH EL DEEB | Associated Press Writer 

2:10 PM CST, February 5, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-mideast-diplomacy,0,3641767.story

Hamas negotiators stopped with suitcases of cash

By SARAH EL DEEB, The Associated Press

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 3:09 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020501504.html

Israel, Gaza trade strikes; truce talks pick up

Mark Lavie, Associated Press

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/02/04/MNIP15MFMJ.DTL&hw=MARK+LAVIE&sn=005&sc=543

WORLD IN BRIEF: New attacks dim truce negotiations

From News Services

Tuesday, February 03, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/03/world0203.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Israeli leader sees no Hamas talks - Amid new attacks, group arrives in Cairo to begin negotiating for long-term truce.

By Aron Heller, Associated Press

Posted on Tue, Feb. 3, 2009 

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/38847232.html

Hamas prepared for 1-year truce with open borders

By SARAH EL DEEB, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 5:14 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020300822.html

Israel rules out Hamas contacts, threatens force

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 1:16 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/02/AR2009020200378.html

Hamas to meet Egypt mediators on truce with Israel

By OMAR SINAN, The Associated Press 

Monday, February 2, 2009; 4:28 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/02/AR2009020201054.html

===================================

(I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (1)

===================================

Israeli anti-war Oscar bid draws Arabs despite ban

By Joseph Nasr, Reuters 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 11:39 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400720.html

=======================

(I.2) Syria talks (1)

=======================

Netanyahu: No return of Golan Heights to Syria

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Sunday, February 8, 2009; 12:55 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/08/AR2009020801020.html

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (31)

===============================

United Nations says school in Gaza refugee camp not struck by Israeli fire during operation

By Griff Witte | The Washington Post 

February 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mideast_slider_bdfeb08,0,2337886.story

U.N. Halts Aid to Gaza In Dispute With Hamas

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; Page A10 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020603518.html

After the war, Gazans seek answers on white phosphorus

By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the February 5, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0205/p04s01-wogn.html

International Criminal Court to consider Gaza investigation

By Sebastian Rotella

February 5, 2009

http://theenvelope.latimes.com/la-fg-court-palestinians5-2009feb05,0,300104.story

U.N.’s Gaza Refugee Director Criticizes Israel and Hamas 

By NEIL MACFARQUHAR

Published: February 5, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/06/world/middleeast/06nationsweb.html

War crimes accusations rattle Israel

By Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the February 4, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0204/p06s01-wome.html

UN accuses Hamas of stealing supplies for needy

By Ashraf Khalil | Los Angeles Times 

8:12 PM CST, February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-090204-gaza-looting,0,1860571.story

Agency Says Hamas Took Aid Intended for Needy 

By ISABEL KERSHNER and TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

Published: February 4, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/05/world/middleeast/05mideast.html

Gazans say Israel used them as human shields

By Dion Nissenbaum

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 at 12:00 AM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008704386_gaza04.html

WORLD IN BRIEF: U.N. halts aid to Gaza, cites thefts

From News Services

Saturday, February 07, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/07/world0207.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

UN says Hamas stealing goods, cancels Gaza aid

Associated Press 

February 7, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-un-gaza_satfeb07,0,4218800.story

Around the World: Turkey to Probe Gaza Offensive

From News Services

Saturday, February 7, 2009; Page A09

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020603714.html

U.N. suspends aid deliveries to Gaza

Associated Press

10:46 PM PST, February 6, 2009

http://theenvelope.latimes.com/la-fg-gaza7-2009feb07,0,1240039.story

U.N. says Hamas police seized Gaza aid supplies

By Diaa Hadid, Associated Press

Thursday, February 05, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/05/mideast0205.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Group claims most countries obstruct UN's human rights review meetings

By FRANK JORDANS | Associated Press Writer 

10:36 AM CST, February 5, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-human-rights,0,5302039.story

Group: Most countries obstruct UN rights review

By FRANK JORDANS, The Associated Press 

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 4:16 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020501446.html

Around the World: GAZA STRIP - U.N. Accuses Hamas Of Commandeering Aid

From News Services

Thursday, February 5, 2009; Page A11

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020403556.html

Rights groups says laws of war violated in Gaza 

By BEN HUBBARD and ALFRED de MONTESQUIOU, Associated Press Writers

February 4, 2009 - 8:07 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Laws_of_War.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Palestinian president says Gaza attacks war crimes

Associated Press

February 4, 2009 - 7:27 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_EU_Mideast.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

UN says Hamas seized Gaza food aid and blankets

Associated Press

February 4, 2009 - 5:47 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Hamas_UN.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

WORLD IN BRIEF: War crimes inquiry sought

From News Services

vWednesday, February 04, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/04/world0204.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Human rights groups charge Israel, Hamas violated laws of war during fighting around Gaza

By BEN HUBBARD and ALFRED de MONTESQUIOU, Associated Press Writers

7:07 AM CST, February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-laws-of-war,0,6816122.story

Palestinian president says Israeli attacks on Gaza were war crimes

By Associated Press 

6:27 AM CST, February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-eu-mideast,0,7972793.story

UN says Hamas police seize thousands of blankets and food parcels meant for Gaza residents

By Associated Press 

4:47 AM CST, February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-hamas-un,0,6863307.story

Rights groups says laws of war violated in Gaza

By BEN HUBBARD and ALFRED de MONTESQUIOU, The Associated Press

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 8:07 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400443.html

Palestinian president says Gaza attacks war crimes

The Associated Press 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 7:27 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020401057.html

UN says Hamas seized Gaza food aid and blankets

The Associated Press 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 5:47 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400844.html

Palestinians move for Gaza war-crimes probe 

By MIKE CORDER, Associated Press Writer

February 3, 2009 - 11:35 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_International_Court_Gaza.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Palestinians move for Gaza war-crimes probe

By MIKE CORDER, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 11:35 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020300665.html

Cyprus sends report to UN over suspect ship

The Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 3:48 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020302220.html

Israel to pay family of British cameraman $2 million settlement for killing by Israeli troops

By Karen Zolka | Associated Press 

February 2, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-filmmakerfeb02,0,2512686.story

===========================================

(II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (1)

===========================================

Israeli troops kill militant leader in West Bank

The Associated Press 

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 2:06 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020401080.html

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (55)

==========================

Israeli military says 2 Gaza rockets hit nation

By AMY TEIBEL ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Feb. 8, 2009, 1:54PM

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/headline/world/6252876.html

Palestinian rockets hit Israel during cease-fire - Hamas looks to election to further talks 

By AMY TEIBEL, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
February 8, 2009 8:06 p.m. PT 

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/399273_mideast09.html

After Gaza War, Daunting Curbs On Rebuilding - Political Battles, Israeli Ban on Construction Goods Delay Recovery

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Sunday, February 8, 2009; A16

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020702034.html

U.N. Says School in Gaza Where 43 Died Wasn't Hit by Israeli Fire

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; Page A10 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020603311.html

Israel intercepts Lebanese aid boat heading for Gaza

Los Angeles Times staff

February 06, 2009

http://articles.latimes.com/2009/02/06/news/fg-israel-palestinians6

Israel Deports Activists From Intercepted Vessel 

By ETHAN BRONNER and ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 6, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/07/world/middleeast/07mideast.html
Israel seizes Gaza aid ship from Lebanon 

By Mark Lavie, Associated Press 

Posted on Fri, Feb. 6, 2009 

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/39190312.html

Israel seizes aid ship bound for Gaza

Mark Lavie, Associated Press

Friday, February 6, 2009

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/02/06/MND915O8NO.DTL&hw=MARK+LAVIE&sn=004&sc=569

Israel navy stops cargo ship bound for Gaza

By ETHAN BRONNER and ISABEL KERSHNER

Originally published February 6, 2009 at 12:00 AM 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008713172_midship06.html

Gaza blockade: Israeli navy commandeers ship carrying aid 

By Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent

Date: 02.05.09

http://features.csmonitor.com/globalnews/2009/02/05/gaza-blockade-israeli-navy-commandeers-ship-carrying-aid/

Hamas stole aid meant for Gaza's needy, U.N. agency says

By Ashraf Khalil

February 5, 2009

http://theenvelope.latimes.com/la-fg-gaza-blankets5-2009feb05,0,2223415.story

Israeli Navy Diverts Ship Bound for Gaza 

By ETHAN BRONNER and ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 5, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/06/world/middleeast/06mideast.html

Rocket attack spurs Israeli strike on Gaza

By Mark Lavie, The Associated Press

Posted: 02/04/2009 12:30:00 AM MST

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11620898
Hold Israel accountable for Gaza

By George E. Bisharat

Originally published February 4, 2009 at 5:00 PM | Page modified February 5, 2009 at 4:41 PM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/opinion/2008708504_opinb05bisharat.html

Gaza's Isolation Slows Rebuilding Efforts

By MARGARET COKER

FEBRUARY 5, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123378816463649535.html

Israelis fire on Hamas tunnels

Chicago Tribune staff

February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0204-world-lead-brieffeb04,0,6405526.story

Rocket attack spurs Israeli strike on Gaza

By Mark Lavie, The Associated Press

Posted: 02/04/2009 12:30:00 AM MST

Denver Post

In Shattered Gaza Town, Roots of Seething Split 

By ETHAN BRONNER and SABRINA TAVERNISE

February 4, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/04/world/middleeast/04gaza.html

Rocket From Gaza Strikes Israeli City 

By ISABEL KERSHNER and TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

Published: February 3, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/04/world/middleeast/04mideast.html

Israeli airstrikes target Gaza

By Richard Boudreaux

February 2, 2009

http://theenvelope.latimes.com/la-fg-gaza2-2009feb02,0,5307862.story

New Gaza Exchanges Strain Fragile Truce 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 2, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/03/world/middleeast/03mideast.html

Palestinian rockets hit Israel during cease-fire - Hamas looks to election to further talks

By AMY TEIBEL, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

February 8, 2009 8:06 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/399273_mideast09.html

Gaza children traumatized after Israeli offensive

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters

Sunday, February 8, 2009; 5:22 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/08/AR2009020800373.html

Israel says Gaza rocket hits south, damages cars

The Associated Press 

Sunday, February 8, 2009; 1:13 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020700641.html

With war's remnants, Gaza hospital becomes gallery 

By BEN HUBBARD, Associated Press Writer

February 7, 2009 - 11:51 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Living_with_Rubble.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

With remnants of war, the wreck of a Gaza hospital turns into a gallery

By BEN HUBBARD | Associated Press Writer 

10:51 AM CST, February 7, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-living-with-rubble,0,4651259.story

With war's remnants, Gaza hospital becomes gallery

By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 11:51 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020700788.html

Military says 4 Gaza tunnels targeted by Israel

The Associated Press 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 2:35 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020600483.html

Israel tows ship bound for Gaza Strip - Hamas envoys leave talks on cease-fire

By Mark Lavie, Associated Press

Friday, February 06, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/06/mideast0206.html

Israeli navy halts aid ship bound for Gaza - Seized vessel from Lebanon carried aid, supplies

By Mark Lavie | Associated Press 

February 6, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-lebanonfeb06,0,6105620.story

Israel seizes Gaza aid ship from Lebanon

By Mark Lavie, Associated Press

Posted on Fri, Feb. 6, 2009

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/39190312.html

Israel: Militants launch rocket, violating truce

The Associated Press 

Friday, February 6, 2009; 1:38 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020500523.html

Gaza rocket lands in Israel, no casualties

Reuters 

Friday, February 6, 2009; 2:35 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020600263.html

Two Gaza rockets land in Israel, no casualties

Reuters 

Friday, February 6, 2009; 4:01 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020600480.html

Israel seizes ship carrying Gaza aid

By MARK LAVIE, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

February 5, 2009 6:05 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/399008_mideast06.html

Israel seizes Gaza freighter; no arms aboard

By Amir Cohen, Reuters 

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 5:15 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020500649.html

Israel reports on 3 girls' shelling deaths in Gaza

Associated Press

February 4, 2009 - 2:29 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Doctors_Grief.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

WORLD IN BRIEF: Truce deal floated as attacks flare

From News Services

Wednesday, February 04, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/04/world0204.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Israel says troops were fired on before shelling home where Gaza doctor's girls died

By Associated Press 

1:29 PM CST, February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-doctors-grief,0,7561291.story

Israel reports on 3 girls' shelling deaths in Gaza

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

February 4, 2009 11:29 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_doctors_grief.html

Israel admits its troops killed Gaza girls

By Joseph Nasr, Reuters

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 12:24 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020401759.html

Israel reports on 3 girls' shelling deaths in Gaza

The Associated Press 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 2:29 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020402193.html

Around the World: MIDDLE EAST - Israel Bombs Tunnels After Rocket Attack

From News Services

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; Page A11 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020303747.html

Israel-Hamas war deals blow to schools in Gaza 

By KARIN LAUB, Associated Press Writer

February 3, 2009 - 3:55 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Shattered_Schools.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Israeli airstrike kills militant in Gaza

Associated Press

February 3, 2009

http://theenvelope.latimes.com/la-fg-gaza3-2009feb03,0,6094296.story

Israeli official warns Hamas on rocket attacks

Aron Heller, Associated Press

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2009/02/03/MNFQ15LLQD.DTL
Israel-Hamas war deals blow to schools in Gaza

By KARIN LAUB, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

February 3, 2009 12:55 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_gaza_shattered_schools.html

Israel targets tunnels; Gaza militants fire rocket - Hamas offers one-year cease-fire

By MARK LAVIE, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

February 3, 2009 10:35 p.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/398672_mideast04.html

Israeli Planes Target Gaza Tunnels After Rocket Attack

Associated Press

FEBRUARY 3, 2009, 1:51 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123365184303542939.html

Israeli planes hit Gaza after rocket fire

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 3:37 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020302191.html

Israel-Hamas war deals blow to schools in Gaza

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 3:55 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020300185.html

Israel strikes tunnels, Gaza militants fire rocket

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 3:07 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020300219.html

Gaza rocket on Israeli city draws reprisal threats

By Dan Williams, Reuters

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 8:20 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400652.html

WORLD IN BRIEF: Harsh retaliation vowed for attacks

From News Services

Monday, February 02, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/02/world0202.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Israel warns of reignited war

By Mark Lavie, The Associated Press

Updated: 02/02/2009 12:47:45 AM MST

http://www.denverpost.com/nationworld/ci_11605702?source=bb
Israeli Airstrike Kills Palestinian Militant - Hamas Sends Delegation to Talks in Egypt

Associated Press

FEBRUARY 2, 2009, 7:00 A.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123357445236138991.html

Attacks batter Gaza ceasefire

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters

Monday, February 2, 2009; 3:44 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020303892.html

Israel strikes Gaza after militant rocket fire

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press

Monday, February 2, 2009; 1:40 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/01/AR2009020101643.html
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Mideast voices: Teens: war or peace? 

Marjorie Miller, Los Angeles Times editorial writer

February 08, 2009 in print edition A-30

http://articles.latimes.com/2009/02/08/editorial_pages/oe-miller8
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Op-Ed - Beyond the Banks 

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN

Published: February 7, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/08/opinion/08friedman.html

In Lebanese camp, fears over Palestinian divisions 

By SAM F. GHATTAS, Associated Press Writer

February 7, 2009 - 6:42 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Lebanon_Palestinians.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Watching Gaza divisions, Palestinian refugees in Lebanon try to prevent spill-over into camps

By SAM F. GHATTAS | Associated Press Writer 

6:03 AM CST, February 7, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-lebanon-palestinians,0,5525124.story

In Lebanese camp, fears over Palestinian divisions

By SAM F. GHATTAS, ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

February 7, 2009 3:42 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_lebanon_palestinians.html

In Lebanese camp, fears over Palestinian divisions

By SAM F. GHATTAS, The Associated Press

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 6:42 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020700564.html

Gazans say it doesn't matter who wins Israeli vote 

By BEN HUBBARD, Associated Press Writer

February 6, 2009 - 3:29 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Election_Hamas.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Palestinians say it doesn't matter to them who wins Israeli election, all are enemies

By BEN HUBBARD | Associated Press Writer 

2:29 PM CST, February 6, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-election-hamas,0,7293393.story

Gazans say it doesn't matter who wins Israeli vote

By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press

Friday, February 6, 2009; 3:29 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020602465.html

Hamas to respond to truce proposals Saturday: Egypt

Writing by Alaa Shahine, Reuters 

Thursday, February 5, 2009; 5:52 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020500512.html

Abbas government announces $600 million Gaza aid project

By Ali Sawafta, Reuters 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 11:48 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020401059.html
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Security, peace key issues on Israeli ballot

Chicago Tribune

Sunday, February 08, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/08/israel0208.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

It's security vs. diplomacy on Israeli ballot - Result of vote will affect U.S. peace plans

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

February 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-choice_greenbergfeb08,0,538569.story

Tzipi Livni aims to win over Israel's women

By Ashraf Khalil | Tribune Newspapers 

9:50 PM CST, February 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-livnifeb09,0,360262.story

Israeli accused of anti-Arab racism could become kingmaker

By DION NISSENBAUM AND CLIFF CHURGIN, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Sunday, 02.08.09

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/894316.html

In Israel, hawkish candidate takes off

By Richard Boudreaux

Originally published Sunday, February 8, 2009 at 12:00 AM

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008719876_worldweek08.html

Far-right Israeli party could play the spoiler 

By Richard Boudreaux

February 07, 2009 in print edition A-1

http://articles.latimes.com/2009/02/07/news/fg-israel-loyalty7

Indecision Reigns as Israelis Get Ready to Vote 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: February 6, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/07/world/middleeast/07israel.html

Anti-Arab Israeli Party Surges

By CHARLES LEVINSON

FEBRUARY 6, 2009, 6:19 A.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123388845963255467.html

Divisive figure now a potent force: Ultranationalist may have big role in next Israeli government

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

February 5, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-lieberman_greenbergfeb05,0,5677958.story

In Israeli Contest, Reverberations of Obama Campaign

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Thursday, February 5, 2009; A12

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020403789.html

Olmert’s peace bid puts Livni in a bind 

By Richard Boudreaux

February 04, 2009

http://articles.latimes.com/2009/02/04/news/fg-israel-elect4

Israel considers declaring Al Jazeera ‘hostile enemy'

By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Wednesday,  02.04.09

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/887855.html

Israel's Key Election Issue: Did War End Too Soon?

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Monday, February 2, 2009; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/01/AR2009020100422.html

Israelis turning 'right' going into Tuesday ballot 

By STEVEN GUTKIN, Associated Press Writer

February 8, 2009 - 1:01 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Decides.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Netanyahu: No return of Golan Heights to Syria 

By MARK LAVIE, Associated Press Writer

February 8, 2009 - 12:55 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Politics.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Israel front-runner Netanyahu pledges not to return Golan Heights to Syria

By MARK LAVIE | Associated Press Writer 

11:55 AM CST, February 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-politics,0,3191119.story

Israel's Livni woos female voters ahead of poll

By Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Reuters

Sunday, February 8, 2009; 6:32 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/08/AR2009020801600.html

Israelis turning 'right' going into Tuesday ballot

By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press

Sunday, February 8, 2009; 1:01 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020700759.html

A look at top PM candidates in Israel's election 

By The Associated Press

February 7, 2009 - 11:48 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Election_Thumbnails.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Israelis turning rightward heading into Tuesday's election, but moderates hold out hopes

By STEVEN GUTKIN, Associated Press Writer

10:43 AM CST, February 7, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-decides,0,4568460.story

A look at top candidates for prime minister in Israel's national election

By The Associated Press 

10:48 AM CST, February 7, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-election-thumbnails,0,7425692.story

A look at top PM candidates in Israel's election

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

February 7, 2009 8:48 a.m. PT

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_election_thumbnails.html

Netanyahu ballot favorite as Israelis drift right

By Dan Williams, Reuters 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 7:37 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020701020.html

A look at top PM candidates in Israel's election

By The Associated Press

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 11:48 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020700786.html

Israeli polls predict Netanyahu win in close race

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Friday, February 6, 2009; 3:07 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020601666.html

Far-right rise crimps Netanyahu before Israel vote

By Joseph Nasr, Reuters

Friday, February 6, 2009; 5:02 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020601099.html

Polls show gap narrowing between Netanyahu, Livni

The Associated Press 

Friday, February 6, 2009; 1:14 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020600136.html

Israeli ultranationalist poised for election gains 

By ARON HELLER, Associated Press Writer

February 4, 2009 - 5:28 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Hard_line_Hero.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Divisive ultranationalist Israeli politician rises in polls on tough talk against Arabs

By ARON HELLER | Associated Press Writer 

4:28 AM CST, February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-hard-line-hero,0,627066.story

Netanyahu Says Israel's Gaza Offensive Ended Too Soon

Associated Press

FEBRUARY 4, 2009, 3:45 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123376292084948147.html

Israeli ultranationalist poised for election gains

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 5:28 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400391.html

Netanyahu: Gaza offensive stopped too soon

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 12:51 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020401828.html

Around the World - Livni Posters Vandalized

From News Services

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; Page A11

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020303747.html

Opponents scratch Livni's face from billboards

Associated Press

February 3, 2009 - 2:11 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Livni.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Opponents scratch Livni's face from billboards

The Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 2:11 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020301808.html
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Mideast voices: Teens: war or peace? 

Marjorie Miller, Los Angeles Times editorial writer

February 08, 2009 in print edition A-30

http://articles.latimes.com/2009/02/08/editorial_pages/oe-miller8

Matchstick War 

By ETGAR KERET

Published: February 5, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/08/magazine/08Lives-t.html?_r=1

Holocaust Denier Is Ordered To Recant

By Craig Whitlock, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Thursday, February 5, 2009; Page A10 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020401221.html

Pope to address Jews after bishop denies Holocaust

By Philip Pullella, Reuters 

Saturday, February 7, 2009; 7:29 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/07/AR2009020701019.html

Around the World: St. Pius X Society Expels Priest

From News Services

Saturday, February 7, 2009; Page A09

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/06/AR2009020603714.html

PETA's Mideast peace plan: 'Give Peas a Chance'

Associated Press

February 4, 2009 - 4:07 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Feature_Stories/ODD_PETAs_Pita.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

WORLD IN BRIEF: Holocaust denial outrage mounts

From News Services

Wednesday, February 04, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/02/04/world0204.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

PETA's Mideast peace plan: 'Give Peas a Chance' and 'Go Vegetarian'

By Associated Press 

3:07 PM CST, February 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-odd-petas-pita,0,2808120.story

Vatican demands Holocaust denier publicly recant

By Philip Pullella, Reuters

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 2:52 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020402791.html

Top cardinal says Vatican botched Holocaust affair

By Philip Pullella, Reuters 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 6:51 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400516.html

PETA's Mideast peace plan: 'Give Peas a Chance'

The Associated Press 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009; 4:07 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020402499.html
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THEATER: "Alive From Palestine"

Peter Marks 

Sunday, February 8, 2009; Page M13

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/05/AR2009020502719.html

Opinion: Daniel Pearl and the Normalization of Evil 

By JUDEA PEARL

Date: February 3, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123362422088941893.html

Debate rages over Hebrew charter school in NYC

By KAREN MATTHEWS, The Associated Press

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 4:56 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020300208.html
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Obama Appoints Envoys to Address Foreign Conflicts

By JAY SOLOMON

FEBRUARY 5, 2009, 9:47 A.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123266177622107557.html

Op-Ed - Don’t Try This at Home 

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN

Published: February 3, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/04/opinion/04friedman.html

Mitchell gets earful from Mideast

By Caryle Murphy | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the February 2, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0202/p06s01-wogn.html

Analysis: Biden promises foreign policy shifts, some adversaries nibble the bait

By STEVEN R. HURST | Associated Press Writer 

4:00 PM CST, February 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-obama-foreign-policy,0,2564456.stor

y

AP Analysis: Iran, US ties still tense, but Obama offer of talks sparks interest

By GEORGE JAHN | Associated Press Writer 

8:30 AM CST, February 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-us-iran-shaky-start-analysis,

0,1407757.story

Analysis: Biden promises foreign policy shifts

By STEVEN R. HURST, The Associated Press

Sunday, February 8, 2009; 5:00 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/08/AR2009020801392.html

US Mideast envoy wants regional office

By MATTHEW LEE, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 11:40 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/03/AR2009020300910.html

U.S. promises sustained Middle East peace bid

By Sue Pleming, Reuters

Tuesday, February 3, 2009; 2:03 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/04/AR2009020400774.html

========================

TOTAL ARTICLES = 223

========================
