The State of Middle East Reporting by Mainstream US Media

Week:  January 5 – 11, 2008 


PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  293
 

Full details of all these articles (authors, titles, links, etc.) can be found at the end of the online version of this Action Alert found at:
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20081228.doc
 

2.  Special Focus Articles for this Week:  all articles in the Gaza blockade (II.4) and the Peace Process (I.) sections (a total of 144 articles) because they all make the same crucial error when discussing the current conflict between Hamas and Israel – they either don’t mention at all Hamas’s negotiating demand that the blockade must be lifted, or if they do mention it, they don’t describe its significance and total unacceptability to Israel because if the blockade were lifted this alone would mean a decisive victory for Hamas over Israel as it would secure its establishment as the ruling party of Gaza, as it enables Hamas to facilitate economic recovery in Gaza, leading to establishment of a steady, stable economy, which would thus seriously interfere with Israel’s efforts to realize their expansionist Zionist goals over all of Palestine.
Raining down rockets upon civilians is a real issue, but Israel is successfully using it to distract from the real issues that perpetuate the conflict, and motivate Hamas’s rocket attacks, in the short and long term – Israel’s crimes against the people of Gaza in the short term (the collective punishment of Israel’s economic blockade in Gaza) and the Palestinian people in the long term of the last 60 years and more (not respecting the Palestinian right of return to their own ancestral homelands, the apartheid laws of discrimination within Israel itself, and the many crimes of the occupation of the West Bank (such as the settlements, the wall, the massive violation of human rights, etc)).

It is important to remind people that even though they might disagree strongly with one tactic, they should not use this one alleged bad tactical choice to condemn the entire movement.  Thus they should be looking at the merits of the entirety of the Palestinian cause for rebellion, because they will truly see it is worthy of support.


 
II.  THIS WEEK'S TOTAL ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Total  Articles & Activist Opportunities:
(TOPIC I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (33 articles)

(TOPIC I.9) Protests against Israel (29 articles)

(TOPIC I.8) Egyptian Actions (6 articles)

(TOPIC I.7) Iran (11 articles)

(TOPIC I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (18 articles)

(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (2 articles)

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (23 articles articles)

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (119 articles)

(TOPIC III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (2 articles)

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (3 articles)

(TOPIC V.2) USA Culture (1 article)

(TOPIC V.1) USA Foreign Policy (33 articles)

(TOPIC VI.) MEDIA ISSUES (13 articles)

2.  Special Focus Articles:
Even though rockets raining down upon civilians is a real issue, Israel is using it to distract from the truly crucial issue for Israel - the blockade - Israel believes it needs the blockade to snuff out Hamas so that it can continue working toward its Zionist goals by having only a compliant, weakened Palestinian entity to negotiate with (Abbas's PA).

But now it is finding that it can use the excuse of the rockets to try to also snuff out Hamas by military means.

Both methods - the blockade and the military attacks - are costly to Israel because they both are inhumane involving illegal abuses of the civilian population, and thus are violations of international law, which makes Israel look bad in the international community.  But Israel figures this is worth it if it is able to get rid of Hamas.

Sadly, the US media has only supported Israel in this, and has only reported on Israel's demands for an end to the Hamas rocket fire.  The media rarely mentions Hamas's demand for lifting the blockade, and never mentions the unacceptability of this demand to Israel - how much Israel wants and needs the blockade to continue as the only other way to possibly get rid of Hamas, other than the military means.

Israel further obscures this by overtly telling the one-sided gullible US media that it is not interested in getting rid of Hamas - the duly elected leadership of Gaza - it only wants to halt the rocket fire.

And yet getting rid of Hamas was the overt reason for the blockade!

We thus need to ask the US media - 

1.  Do they really believe that Israel is not trying to get rid of Hamas with the military attacks when it was trying to get rid of Hamas with the blockade?

2.  We need to remind the media that the blockade was considered by the international community to be a form of collective punishment, and inhumane, and thus illegal, and that Israel's claims that it was humane were duplicitous.

3.  We need to help the media see that Israel cannot willingly give into Hamas's demand for the lifting of the blockade because this would mean a clearly decisive victory for Hamas and its establishment as the governing party of Gaza, because lifting the blockade would then enable the Gaza economy to recover.  And thus Hamas will never be included in the cease-fire negotiations because that is the main demand of Hamas.  Thus Israel has been refusing to negotiate with Hamas.
Hamas can never really be defeated because it is a true grassroots preference of the Palestinian people.  It also cannot be truly defeated because its goals are righteous – the realization of the human rights and right of self-determination of the native people of Palestine – there is just the problem that some of its tactics for accomplishing those goals are illegal and counterproductive.  But we can hope that maybe eventually Hamas will learn from history and become non-violent – that it will realize it can accomplish its goals non-violently, and that this will actually make it happen quicker because the violence turns the world against Hamas – and is thus counter-productive.

When reading this week's articles - notice that 100% either do not mention the blockade at all as a negotiating demand of Hamas, or if they do, they do not mention the unacceptability of this demand to Israel because it would - could alone result in a clearly decisive victory for Hamas.  The reason is that lifting the blockade would enable the Gaza economy to once again receive the goods it would need to begin to economically thrive.  This would make Hamas look very good in the eyes of not only the Palestinian people, but in the eyes of the entire Arab world, because it had successfully stood up to Israel, and survived, and is now thriving.

Obviously Hamas would thus have had to give up its commitment to violence in exchange for lifting the blockade – but hopefully Hamas will realize that it can accomplish even more if it adopts a non-violent philosophy because then it will be easier to win international support.  

The only problem then for many people supportive of the Palestinian cause is that Hamas is an extremist Islamic group and seems to have only conditional interest in democratic systems.
Thus, in a way, Israel needs Hamas to be violent because this violence provides a rationale for Israel to attack it.  Thus we can expect to see more tactics by Israel designed to provoke Hamas into a violent reaction, while still appearing as a defensive move – for example the attack on the tunnel which fatally undercut the truce that just ended, but which still looked like a defensive move to the world.
In reference to the failure of the truce and who was at fault, we once again refer to the Dec. 19 articles by Eric Bronner and Richard Boudreaux that describe statistically how during the time that the truce was in place Hamas was willing to significantly reduce rocket fire while Israel was not willing to significantly lift the blockade.  
The stats are quoted here, while the entire articles are copied below for you to read for yourself.
The list of articles this applies to is too numerous to list in the email versions of this Action Alert (about 144 articles).  But you can find them at the end of the online version of this Action Alert, which is found on our homepage at:

http://www.palmediaproject.org/
Here is the quote from Bronner’s article about Israeli and Hamas levels of compliance with the truce:

	“Hamas officials say it was their understanding at the time that two weeks after the June 19 accord took effect Israel would open the crossings and allow the transfer of goods that had been banned or restricted after June 2007, when Hamas waged a violent takeover of Gaza. 

 

Their job, the Hamas officials said, was to stop the rocket attacks on Israel not only from its own armed groups, but also from others based in Gaza, including Islamic Jihad and Al Aksa Martyrs Brigades. 

 

It took some days, but they were largely successful. Hamas imposed its will and even imprisoned some of those who were firing rockets. Israeli and United Nations figures show that while more than 300 rockets were fired into Israel in May, 10 to 20 were fired in July, depending on who was counting and whether mortar rounds were included. In August, 10 to 30 were fired, and in September, 5 to 10.

 

But the goods shipments, while up some 25 to 30 percent and including a mix of more items, never began to approach what Hamas thought it was going to get: a return to the 500 to 600 truckloads delivered daily before the closing, including appliances, construction materials and other goods essential for life beyond mere survival. Instead, the number of trucks increased to around 90 from around 70. 

 

Israeli officials acknowledged that transferring previously banned goods had been the plan, but said that there was no specific date for the increase and that it was to happen in steps. But the rockets never fully stopped.

 

“The Palestinians wanted to have one or two rockets a week to keep our people in tension and still tell people inside Gaza, ‘See, we continue to fight and we continue to bring in goods,’” said Shlomo Dror, chief spokesman for Israel’s Defense Ministry. “The moment we fail to react to one rocket we encourage them. Our only choice was to close the crossings when rockets came in.””



And here is the quote from Boudreaux’s article of Dec. 19.  Also note how Mr. Boudreaux describes how it was actually Israel that dealt the fatal blow to the truce with a major military incursion into Gaza that killed 6 Hamas soldiers, and international condemnation of the blockade as a form of collective punishment:

	“…Hamas' truce with Israel was the first such accord to call for easing the blockade. It was conditioned on observance of a "mutual and simultaneous calm" by the Israeli army and Gaza's well-armed paramilitary units.

 

Although violence and casualties dropped sharply, neither side was satisfied. Hamas complained that Israel allowed far less than the promised restoration of cross-border deliveries to mid-2007 levels.

 

The United Nations and other observers supported this assertion and accused Israel of inflicting collective punishment on Gaza's civilian population.

 

According to U.N. data, the number of truckloads of food and humanitarian supplies reaching Gaza rose during the truce to a peak of 2,593 per month but remained far below the 9,400 monthly average before mid-2007.

 

Supplies of industrial diesel fuel also rose, to 676,000 gallons per week, but remained short of the 924,000 gallons needed each week to operate Gaza's only power plant at full capacity, according to Gisha, an Israeli group that advocates freer movement over the Gaza border.

 

Israeli officials countered that any shortages should be blamed on Hamas' unceasing belligerence. Although rocket and mortar attacks dropped to one a week during early autumn, they never stopped, and Israel said Hamas used the calm to replenish its arsenal by smuggling in weapons from Egypt.

 

The truce began to unravel Nov. 4 when Israeli forces entered Gaza for the first time since June to blow up a tunnel that, according to Israel, Hamas was digging as part of a plan to capture Israeli soldiers along the border. Six Hamas members were killed during the operation.

 

Since then, Hamas and smaller groups in Gaza have fired nearly 300 rockets and mortar shells into Israel, the Israeli military said. At least 10 more Palestinian militants have been killed in Israeli assaults.”



Below both articles are quoted in full.
 
III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 

For All of this Week's Articles:
 
Reporters & Editors -
ASSOCIATED PRESS - all staff can be contacted through the email address - info@ap.com
Albert Aji, Lolita C. Baldor, Ibrahim Barzak, David Bauder, Sally Buzbee, Ali Akbar Dareini, Matti Friedman, Anne Gearan, Sam F. Ghattas, Diaa Hadid, Hamza Hendawi, Ashraf Khan, Alfred De Montesquiou, Sarah El-Deeb, Andrew Gray, Steven Gutkin, John Heilprin, Aron Heller, Ben Hubbard, Anna Johnson, Rachel Jones, Frank Jordans, Jeff Karoub, Jason Keyser, Bradley S. Klapper, Karin Laub, Edith M. Lederer, Matthew Lee, John Leicester, Jessica Mann, Arthur Max, Walter Putnam, Deb Riechmann, Fabiola Sanchez, Rebecca Santana, Barry Schweid, Omar Sinan, Amy Teibel, Steve Weizman


REUTERS - all staff can be reached through the Comment Input Form found on their website at this location - http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 
Reporters & Writers - Mohammed Abbas, Nidal al-Mughrabi, Sattar al-Rubaie, Stefano Ambrogi, Luke Baker, Yara Bayoumy, Louis Charbonneau, Susan Cornwell, Aziz el-Kaissouni, Adam Entous, Khaled Farhan, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Andrew Heavens, Jeffrey Heller, Steve Holland, Sara Ledwith, Alastair Macdonald, Chris Michaud, Joseph Nasr, Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Claudia Parsons, Tom Perry, Sue Pleming, Ari Rabinovitch, PAUL SCHEMM, CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA, David Wiessler, Dan Williams, Tabassum Zakaria
Editors - David Alexander, Philip Barbara, Charles Dick, Alan Elsner, Louise Ireland, Myra MacDonald, Michael Roddy, Alison Williams

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTERS
Rushdi Abu Alouf (LA Times) - rushdi.abualouf@latimes.com
Lesley Cissell Abukhater (AJC) - maher.abukhater@latimes.com
Issa Ackall (U.S. government employee and president of the Atlanta chapter of The Ramallah Federation)

Yasser Ahmad (LA Times) - Yasser.Ahmad@latimes.com
Rayyan Al-Shawaf (writer and freelance reviewer based in Beirut, Lebanon)
Anne Applebaum (Wash Post) - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/anne+applebaum/
Michael Barbaro (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/michael_barbaro/index.html
Hector Becerra (LA Times) - hector.becerra@latimes.com
George E. Bisharat  (UC Hastings College of Law) - bisharat@uchastings.edu
Nicholas Blanford | The Christian Science Monitor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=F7EFF2ECE4C0E3F3EDEFEEE9F4EFF2AEE3EFED
Jay Bookman (AJC) - jbookman@ajc.com
Richard Boudreaux (LA Times) - boudreaux@latimes.com
Manya A. Brachear, Tribune Reporter

Ethan Bronner (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ethan_bronner/index.html
Rosa Brooks (LA Times) - http://rosabrooks.squarespace.com/
Thanassis Cambanis (Boston Globe) - 
Jimmy Carter

Henry Chu, Tribune Newspapers

Edward Cody, Washington Post Foreign Service - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/edward+cody/
Richard Cohen (Wash Post) - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/richard+cohen/
Margaret Coker (CSMonitor)

Pamela Constable, Washington Post Foreign Service - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/pamela+constable/
Alan Cowell (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/c/alan_cowell/index.html
Chip Cummins  (Wall Street Journal) - chip.cummins@wsj.com
Borzou Daragahi (LA Times) - daragahi@latimes.com
Alan M. Dershowitz (professor, Harvard University) - dersh@law.harvard.edu
Karen DeYoung, Washington Post Staff Writer - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/karen+deyoung/
Jackson Diehl (Washpost) - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/articles/jackson+diehl/
Rachel Donadio (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/d/rachel_donadio/index.html
Dan Eggen, Washington Post Staff Writer - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/dan+eggen/
Taghreed El-Khodary (NY Times) - foreign@nytimes.com
Steven Erlanger (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/e/steven_erlanger/index.html
Farnaz Fassihi  (Wall Street Journal) - farnaz.fassihi@wsj.com
Jeffrey Fleishman (LA Times) - jeffrey.fleishman@latimes.com
Reuel Marc Gerecht  (a senior fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies) -
Jonah Goldberg (LA Times) - jgoldberg@latimescolumnists.com
Joel Greenberg | Tribune Correspondent - jogreenberg@tribune.com
Marvin Hier  (founder and dean of the Simon Wiesenthal Center and its Museum of Tolerance) -
Jim Hoagland - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/jim+hoagland/
Susan Jacoby, Author

Robert D. Kaplan  (Atlantic Monthly) -
Reyham Abdel Kareem, Washington Post Foreign Service – write him c/o foreign@washpost.com
Etgar Keret  (author of, most recently, "The Girl on the Fridge and Other Stories.")  - 
Isabel Kershner (NY Times) - http://www.nytimes.com/gst/emailus.html
Ezmi Keshawi  (Wall Street Journal) -  ezmi.keshawi@wsj.com
Glenn Kessler, Washington Post Staff Writer - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/glenn+kessler/
Ashraf Khalil (LA Times) - ashraf.khalil@latimes.com
Charles Krauthammer (Washpost) - write him snail mails c/o The Washington Post Writers Group, 1150 15th Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20071
Howard Kurtz, Washington Post Staff Writer - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/howard+kurtz/
Howard Lafranchi | Staff Writer Of The Christian Science Monitor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C8EFF7E1F2E4A0CCE1C6F2E1EEE3E8E9
Charles Levinson  (Wall Street Journal) - charles.levinson@wsj.com
Donna Williams Lewis - 
Gideon Lichfield (Economist Magazine)
Edward N. Luttwak  (a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, is the author of "Strategy: The Logic of War and Peace" (Belknap, 2002)) -
Colum Lynch, Washington Post Foreign Service  -http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/colum+lynch/
Robert Marquand | Staff Writer Of The Christian Science Monitor

Mousa Abu Marzook (Hamas) - english@palestine-info.co.uk
John Mckinnon  (Wall Street Journal) - john.mckinnon@wsj.com
Joshua Mitnik (CSMonitor) - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=F7EFF2ECE4C0E3F3EDEFEEE9F4EFF2AEE3EFED
George Moffett(CSMonitor)

Simon Montlake (CSMonitor)

Michael Muskal (Chicago Tribune)

Benjamin Netanyahu - http://my.netanyahu.org.il/
Michael B. Oren - mo279@georgetown.edu
Deanna Othman (Chicago Tribune)

James Phillips (senior research fellow for Middle Eastern affairs at the Heritage Foundation.) - 
Nidra Poller  (an American writer living in Paris since 1972) - 
Ilene R. Prusher | The Christian Science Monitor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C9ECE5EEE5A0D2AEA0D0F2F5F3E8E5F2
Raed Rafei (LA Times) – write him c/o jeffrey.fleishman@latimes.com
Sudarsan Raghavan, Washington Post Foreign Service - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/sudarsan+raghavan/
Allan Richarz (CSMonitor)

Paul Richter, Washington Bureau - paul.richter@latimes.com
David E. Sanger (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/david_e_sanger/index.html
Tom Segev (Ha’aretz)

Gerald F. Seib  (Wall Street Journal) -  jerry.seib@wsj.com
Natan Sharansky  (former deputy prime minister of Israel, is chairman of the Adelson Institute for Strategic Studies at the Shalem Center and the author, most recently, of "Defending Identity" (PublicAffairs, 2008).) -
Liz Sly | Tribune Correspondent - ctd032@newscom.com
Batsheva Sobelman (LA Times) – email him c/o boudreaux@latimes.com
Jay Solomon  (Wall Street Journal) - jay.solomon@wsj.com
Liam Stack (CSMonitor)

Bret Stephens (Wall Street Journal) - bstephens@wsj.com
Roshanak Taghavi (Wall Street Journal) -
Sabrina Tavernise (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/t/sabrina_tavernise/index.html
Patrick Tyler  (reporter & author) – NY Times & WPost
Lally Weymouth, Newsweek – 
Craig Whitlock, Washington Post Foreign Service - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/craig+whitlock/
Tracy Wilkinson, Tribune Newspapers

Phil Willon  (LA Times) – phil.willon@latimes.com
Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/griff+witte/
Stephen M. Younger  (formerly led nuclear research and development at Los Alamos National Laboratory. His most recent book is "The Bomb: A New History.") -
Newspapers -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org
The following pages on our website have lots of links to reports and studies of collective punishment in Gaza:

 

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBcollectivepunishment.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBenergyrestrictions.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBfooddistribution.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBeducation.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBhealthcare.htm
1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).

(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 
 
VI.  FULL TEXT OF SPECIAL FOCUS ARTICLES
======Accurate Article #1 about the Failure of the Truce ================

 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-fg-gaza19-2008dec19,0,2438698.story
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/36429504.html
Hamas Formally Ends Truce With Israel
 
By Richard Boudreaux 
December 19, 2008

The militant group refuses to extend the cease-fire. It blames Israel for not lifting a crippling blockade of the Gaza Strip.

Reporting from Jerusalem - Hamas declared a formal end to its cease-fire with Israel on Thursday, ruling out an extension of a 6-month-old pact that had begun to fray weeks ago with tit-for-tat attacks across Israel's border with the Gaza Strip.

 

Fawzi Barhoum, a spokesman for the militant group that controls Gaza, said the truce would expire early today. He said it was not being renewed because "the enemy refused to comply" with promises to lift a crippling blockade of the Palestinian enclave.

 

The decision's immediate effect was unclear. Hamas stopped short of threatening an escalation of rocket and mortar attacks, and Israeli officials said they were reluctant to launch a major military offensive in the densely populated territory. The border remained quiet in the first hour after the truce lapsed.

 

But the collapse of the Egyptian-brokered accord dimmed hope of a long-term calm that could help Israel avoid friction with moderate Arab nations.

 

Hamas bars hajj pilgrims from leaving Gaza 


Israel rebuffs U.N. plea to ease Gaza blockade It raised the threat of fresh strikes on southern Israeli towns within rocket range of Gaza and a tighter squeeze on the coastal strip's 1.5 million Palestinians, already short of food, fuel, electricity and other essentials.

 

"The truce was always fragile, with numerous violations by each side from the beginning," said Robert A. Pastor, an American University professor who joined former President Carter in meeting with Hamas leaders in Syria last weekend and then traveled here without Carter to discuss the truce with Israeli officials.

 

Pastor said both sides still had an opportunity to revive the accord and expand it, "but this will become less likely if the pattern of rockets and retaliation continues."

 

Israel has sharply restricted movement across its border with Gaza since Hamas, whose charter calls for destroying the Jewish state, won the Palestinian Authority's parliamentary elections in early 2006 and launched near-daily rocket attacks from Gaza. The boycott was tightened after the Islamic group seized full control of the territory in June 2007, ousting the rival secular-led Fatah movement.

 

Hamas' truce with Israel was the first such accord to call for easing the blockade. It was conditioned on observance of a "mutual and simultaneous calm" by the Israeli army and Gaza's well-armed paramilitary units.

 

Although violence and casualties dropped sharply, neither side was satisfied. Hamas complained that Israel allowed far less than the promised restoration of cross-border deliveries to mid-2007 levels.

 

The United Nations and other observers supported this assertion and accused Israel of inflicting collective punishment on Gaza's civilian population.

 

According to U.N. data, the number of truckloads of food and humanitarian supplies reaching Gaza rose during the truce to a peak of 2,593 per month but remained far below the 9,400 monthly average before mid-2007.

 

Supplies of industrial diesel fuel also rose, to 676,000 gallons per week, but remained short of the 924,000 gallons needed each week to operate Gaza's only power plant at full capacity, according to Gisha, an Israeli group that advocates freer movement over the Gaza border.

 

Israeli officials countered that any shortages should be blamed on Hamas' unceasing belligerence. Although rocket and mortar attacks dropped to one a week during early autumn, they never stopped, and Israel said Hamas used the calm to replenish its arsenal by smuggling in weapons from Egypt.

 

The truce began to unravel Nov. 4 when Israeli forces entered Gaza for the first time since June to blow up a tunnel that, according to Israel, Hamas was digging as part of a plan to capture Israeli soldiers along the border. Six Hamas members were killed during the operation.

 

Since then, Hamas and smaller groups in Gaza have fired nearly 300 rockets and mortar shells into Israel, the Israeli military said. At least 10 more Palestinian militants have been killed in Israeli assaults.

 

For the first time since the truce took effect, Israeli fighter jets roared over Gaza on Thursday, targeting rocket launchers and arms depots.

 

Although the violence is less intense than it was before the truce, Israel has imposed a near-total closure of the border since early November, causing frequent electricity blackouts, food shortages and a depletion of cash reserves in Gaza banks. On Thursday, the U.N. Relief and Works Agency, which feeds half of Gaza's population, ran out of donated food and closed its warehouses.

 

Israeli officials said the unwritten truce agreement had no expiration date. Wary of a confrontation that could cause heavy casualties on both sides, they had hoped Hamas would agree to extend it.

 

But indirect talks brokered by Egypt failed last weekend to achieve a new understanding. Hamas said its demands for unrestricted movement of goods through the border were rejected.

 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak said Wednesday that Israel would react cautiously to the end of the truce.

"We are not afraid of launching a large-scale military operation in Gaza, but there is no need to rush into it," he said. "When the situation requires us to, we will act."

 

Special correspondent Rushdi abu Alouf in Gaza City contributed to this report.
 
 

======Accurate Article #2 about the Failure of the Truce================
 
News Analysis: Gaza Truce May Be Revived by Necessity

By ETHAN BRONNER
Published: December 19, 2008

 


JERUSALEM — Rockets are flying from Gaza into southern Israeli communities again. Israeli warplanes are firing missiles back, and Israel is closing the crossings through which food and fuel are supplied. The United Nations agency that feeds Palestinian refugees in Gaza says its stocks of flour are exhausted.

 

In other words, the six-month truce that Israel and Hamas, the militant Palestinian leaders of Gaza, agreed to on June 19 is over. On Friday, Hamas officially declared in a statement that the ceasefire had expired, saying the truce would not be renewed because Israel was failing to fulfill its “fundamental conditions and obligations.” The end of the truce was greeted by relative calm, with only a scattering of rocket attacks and no major Israeli military activity. Officials and analysts on both sides say that things are likely to deteriorate further in the short term, but that both sides need the truce, so they will probably grope their way back to it. The question is how soon and after how much suffering.

 

Israel and Hamas accuse each other of bad faith and of violations of the Egyptian-mediated accord, and each side has a point. Rockets from Gaza never stopped entirely during the truce, and Israel never allowed a major renewed flow of goods into Gaza, crippling its economy. This is at least partly because the agreement had no mutually agreed text or enforcement mechanism; neither side wanted to grant the legitimacy to the other that such a document would imply. 

 

“I think it is going to get a lot worse before it gets better,” remarked Robert A. Pastor, who has been traveling in the region with former President Jimmy Carter, meeting with Hamas and other officials. “It did lead to a significant reduction in the number of rockets fired at Israel until November, but the truce had less impact on the goods going in. One hopes both sides learn lessons and agree on a text and publicize it.”

 

There seems little likelihood of that happening soon. Hamas considers Israel an illegitimate state and is doctrinally committed to its destruction, while Israel views Hamas as a terrorist group that must be dismantled. Yet each needs the other to hold its fire. That is why negotiations over another truce have started, again through Egypt. Separately, the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, was due to hold what is likely to be a final meeting with President Bush in Washington on Friday to discuss peace negotiations. He had called for Hamas to renew the truce.

 

Hamas officials say it was their understanding at the time that two weeks after the June 19 accord took effect Israel would open the crossings and allow the transfer of goods that had been banned or restricted after June 2007, when Hamas waged a violent takeover of Gaza. 

 

Their job, the Hamas officials said, was to stop the rocket attacks on Israel not only from its own armed groups, but also from others based in Gaza, including Islamic Jihad and Al Aksa Martyrs Brigades. 

 

It took some days, but they were largely successful. Hamas imposed its will and even imprisoned some of those who were firing rockets. Israeli and United Nations figures show that while more than 300 rockets were fired into Israel in May, 10 to 20 were fired in July, depending on who was counting and whether mortar rounds were included. In August, 10 to 30 were fired, and in September, 5 to 10.

 

But the goods shipments, while up some 25 to 30 percent and including a mix of more items, never began to approach what Hamas thought it was going to get: a return to the 500 to 600 truckloads delivered daily before the closing, including appliances, construction materials and other goods essential for life beyond mere survival. Instead, the number of trucks increased to around 90 from around 70. 

 

Israeli officials acknowledged that transferring previously banned goods had been the plan, but said that there was no specific date for the increase and that it was to happen in steps. But the rockets never fully stopped.

 

“The Palestinians wanted to have one or two rockets a week to keep our people in tension and still tell people inside Gaza, ‘See, we continue to fight and we continue to bring in goods,’” said Shlomo Dror, chief spokesman for Israel’s Defense Ministry. “The moment we fail to react to one rocket we encourage them. Our only choice was to close the crossings when rockets came in.”

 

In addition, Israeli forces continued to attack Hamas and other militants in the West Bank, prompting Palestinian militants in Gaza to fire rockets. The Israeli military also found several dozen improvised explosive devices used against its vehicles on the Gaza border and about a dozen cases of sniper fire from Gaza directed at its forces.

 

While this back-and-forth did not topple the agreement, Israel’s decision in early November to destroy a tunnel Hamas had been digging near the border drove the cycle of violence to a much higher level. Israel says the tunnel could have been dug only for the purpose of trying to seize a soldier, like Cpl. Gilad Shalit, the Israeli held by Hamas for the past two and a half years. Israel’s attack on the tunnel killed six Hamas militants, and each side has stepped up attacks since.

 

Israel was actually hoping that the agreement would lead to progress on Corporal Shalit’s release, or at least to increased information on his condition or negotiations over an exchange for him. But Hamas said the Shalit case was entirely separate from the accord, just as Israel had rejected the request by Hamas to have the truce suspend attacks on its men in the West Bank. There, too, Hamas had hopes that the accord would create some changes that did not take place.

 

Israel’s focus on Corporal Shalit and Hamas’s focus on the West Bank are examples of why the agreement, without a text or enforcement mechanism, has been so problematic, with each side relying on its own desires rather than on mutually agreed steps. But given each side’s refusal to acknowledge the other’s legitimacy, another such accord of winks and nods seems the likely outcome of any coming negotiations. 

 

 

Taghreed El-Khodary contributed reporting from Gaza.
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(I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (33)

============================

In protests, Arab anger at Israel's campaign in Gaza simmers

By Omar Sinan | Associated Press 

January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-gaza-protestsjan11,0,5489377.story

Chinese FM tells UN chief that cease-fire in Gaza should be realized, Israel should pull out

By Associated Press 

3:14 AM CST, January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-as-china-israel-palestinians,0,4340883.story

Whirlwind Meets Mideast

By Jim Hoagland

Sunday, January 11, 2009; Page B07

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/09/AR2009010902429.html

Israel angry at Vatican cardinal's comparison of Gaza to a concentration camp

By JASON KEYSER | Associated Press Writer 

5:00 PM CST, January 10, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-vatican,0,7775144.story

AP Interview: Palestinian foreign minister warns of Arab reaction to 'disrespect' in Gaza

By EDITH M. LEDERER | Associated Press Writer 

1:14 AM CST, January 10, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-palestinians-israel,0,6534609.story

Turk Raises Eyebrows in Criticism of Israel 

By SABRINA TAVERNISE

Published: January 10, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/11/world/middleeast/11turkey.html?scp=16&sq=Israel&st=cse

Gaza medics face war's carnage daily

IBRAHIM BARZAK and BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press

Saturday, January 10, 2009; 5:49 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/10/AR2009011001618.html

Palestinian leader says 'aggression' must stop

By SARAH EL-DEEB, The Associated Press

Saturday, January 10, 2009; 4:40 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/10/AR2009011000412.html

Anger at cardinal's likening of Gaza to death camp

By JASON KEYSER, The Associated Press

Saturday, January 10, 2009; 6:00 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/10/AR2009011001688.html

Palestinian minister warns of 'disrespect' in Gaza

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Saturday, January 10, 2009; 2:14 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/10/AR2009011000263.html

Carter: Fighting in Gaza could lead to new efforts for broader peace talks

By WALTER PUTNAM | Associated Press Writer 

7:18 PM CST, January 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-carter-mideast,0,6923142.story

Israel finds more sympathy in Europe

By Robert Marquand | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the January 8, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0108/p01s02-woeu.html

Israel Condemns Vatican’s ‘Concentration Camp’ Remarks 

By RACHEL DONADIO

Published: January 8, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/09/world/middleeast/09vatican.html?scp=13&sq=Israel&st=cse

OPINION: EUROPE - A Prague Spring for Political Honesty

JANUARY 8, 2009, 4:21 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123144959873165539.html

Algerians donate blood for Gaza victims

By ALFRED de MONTESQUIOU, The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 2:41 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010802605.html

Carter: Fighting in Gaza could renew peace talks

By WALTER PUTNAM, The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 8:17 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010802944.html

Around the World: Vatican Speaks Out on Gaza

From News Services

Thursday, January 8, 2009; Page A09

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010703737.html

Egypt and France propose plan to end Gaza conflict 

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Associated Press Writer

January 7, 2009 - 12:24 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_Israel_Palestinians.html

European Union peace initiatives in Gaza Strip crisis fall flat

By Henry Chu, Tribune Newspapers

January 7, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-gaza-europejan07,0,4083145.story

Venezuelan leader hopes next US government does more to stop Gaza conflict

By RACHEL JONES | Associated Press Writer 

8:04 PM CST, January 7, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-lt-venezuela-us-mideast,0,525960.story

In the Gaza conflict, the European Union's diplomatic efforts are fractured

By Henry Chu 

January 7, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/features/food/la-fg-europeans7-2009jan07,0,552014.story

U.S. Backs Egypt's Plan for a Cease-Fire in Gaza 

By CHARLES LEVINSON ON THE GAZA BORDER and JAY SOLOMON in Washington

JANUARY 7, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123125224214857269.html

OPINION: EUROPE - Nicolas to the Rescue - Why would the French president want to save Hamas?

By NIDRA POLLER | From today's Wall Street Journal Europe

JANUARY 7, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123128437031458981.html

Chavez hopes Gaza situation improves under Obama

By RACHEL JONES, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 9:04 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010703486.html

US supports Egyptian-French initiative on Gaza

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 11:02 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010701002.html

Egypt floats truce plan after 42 killed in Gaza school

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Additional reporting by Dan Williams and Adam Entous in Jerusalem, Aziz el-Kaissouni in Sharm el-Sheikh and Claudia Parsons and Louis Charbonneau at the United Nations; Writing by Alastair Macdonald; Editing by Louise Ireland, Reuters

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 2:51 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/06/AR2009010600307.html

Egyptian and French presidents propose plan to end Israeli-Hamas conflict in Gaza

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Associated Press Writer

11:24 PM CST, January 6, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-israel-palestinians,0,1239996.story

A rush to broker peace in Gaza

By Howard LaFranchi | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the January 6, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0106/p01s02-usfp.html

OPINION: How the U.N. Perpetuates the 'Refugee' Problem

By NATAN SHARANSKY

JANUARY 6, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123120586642556073.html

Diplomats push Syria to pressure ally Hamas

By ALBERT AJI, The Associated Press

Tuesday, January 6, 2009; 3:07 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/06/AR2009010600775.html

Venezuela expels Israeli ambassador over Gaza

By FABIOLA SANCHEZ, The Associated Press

Tuesday, January 6, 2009; 7:46 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/06/AR2009010602175.html

Lutheran bishops to tour war-torn Holy Land

By Manya A. Brachear, Tribune reporter

January 5, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-lutheran-mideast-trip-05-jan05,0,1059155.story

U.S. Transition Slows Negotiations Over Gaza

By JAY SOLOMON

JANUARY 5, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123110953478552209.html

===================================

(I.9) Protests against Israel (29)

===================================

Palestinians criticize pro-Israel ‘peace’ rally downtown

By DONNA WILLIAMS LEWIS

Sunday, January 11, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/atlanta/stories/2009/01/11/rally_israel_palestinians.html

Lincolnwood synagogue vandalized

Tribune staff report 

January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-synagogue-blotter-11jan11,0,5401846.story

Crowd tries to attack US Consulate during anti-Israel protest in Pakistan

By ASHRAF KHAN | Associated Press Writer 

10:51 PM CST, January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-mideast-protests,0,6058570.story

Leading British Jews call for an end to Israel's military action in Gaza

By Associated Press 

8:46 AM CST, January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-britain-gaza,0,6237862.story

Police say crowd tries to attack US Consulate in southern Pakistan during anti-Israel protest

By Associated Press 

8:17 AM CST, January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-as-pakistan-us-consulate,0,7349774.story

Westwood marchers back Gaza's Palestinians

By Hector Becerra 

January 11, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-rally11-2009jan11,0,752969.story

Gaza protests target US consulate in Pakistan

By ASHRAF KHAN, The Associated Press 

Sunday, January 11, 2009; 10:55 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/11/AR2009011100239.html

Leading British Jews seek end to Gaza conflict

The Associated Press 

Sunday, January 11, 2009; 9:46 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/11/AR2009011100585.html

4 French teenagers investigated over attack on Jewish girl amid Gaza tensions

By Associated Press 

9:00 AM CST, January 9, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-france-anti-semitic-attack,0,5103113.story

Thousands of protesters rally against Israel

By OMAR SINAN, The Associated Press

Friday, January 9, 2009; 2:54 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/09/AR2009010902143.html

Iraqis march against Israel, cleric wants revenge

Reporting by Sattar al-Rubaie, Khaled Farhan in Najaf and Baghdad bureau, Writing by Mohammed Abbas: Editing by Alison Williams, Reuters 

Friday, January 9, 2009; 8:38 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/09/AR2009010901349.html

Algerians donate blood for Palestinians injured in Gaza amid fears of spillover violence

By ALFRED de MONTESQUIOU | Associated Press Writer 

1:42 PM CST, January 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-af-algeria-gaza,0,1074282.story

Pro-Israel, pro-Palestinian groups rally in Mich.

Associated Press 

10:43 PM CST, January 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-mi-israel-palestinia,0,6955102.story

Spraying graffiti and smashing windows, Venezuelan protesters back expulsion of Israeli envoy

By Associated Press 

10:58 PM CST, January 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-lt-venezuela-israel,0,600657.story

British intelligence chief: Terror threat in Britain lessened

By Liam Stack

posted January 08, 2009 at 10:00 am EST

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0108/p99s01-duts.html

Caracas protesters cheer Israeli envoy's expulsion

The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 11:58 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010802334.html

Shiite cleric in Iraq calls for 'revenge operations' against US over Israel's Gaza offensive

By Associated Press

11:08 AM CST, January 7, 2009

www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-iraq-mideast-sadr,0,313172.story

France Wary of Strife Spreading From Gaza: Sarkozy Calls for Unity After Bombing, Rioting

By Edward Cody, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; Page A10

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/06/AR2009010602049.html

Iraq: Cleric urges 'revenge operations' over Gaza

The Associated Press 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 12:08 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010701723.html

Sudan protesters call for attacks on Westerners: U.S.

By Andrew Heavens, Reuters 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 3:26 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010700319.html

Fears mount of Gaza conflict spill over in Europe 

By JOHN LEICESTER, Associated Press Writer

January 6, 2009 - 2:12 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/travel/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Europe_Gaza_Jews_Attacked.html?cxntlid=inform_sr

Fears mount in Europe of Gaza spill over as synagogues and Jews attacked in Europe

By JOHN LEICESTER, Associated Press Writer

1:12 PM CST, January 6, 2009

www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-europe-gaza-jews-attacked,0,263802.story

Israeli basketball team flees to locker room as Turkish fans protest strikes on Gaza

By Associated Press

1:46 PM CST, January 6, 2009

www.chicagotribune.com/sports/sns-ap-bko-israel-protests,0,1407640.story

Who're the real Nazis?

Jonah Goldberg 

January 6, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-goldberg6-2009jan06,0,2338668.column

European Officials Fear Fallout of Gaza Conflict

ASSOCIATED PRESS

JANUARY 6, 2009, 6:14 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123128337345358923.html

Afghans Rally in Support of Palestinians: Many Link United States To Israeli Assault in Gaza

By Pamela Constable, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Tuesday, January 6, 2009; Page A09

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/05/AR2009010503217.html

Fears mount of Gaza conflict spill over in Europe

By JOHN LEICESTER, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, January 6, 2009; 2:12 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/06/AR2009010600887.html

Israeli team faces protests in Turkey

The Associated Press 

Tuesday, January 6, 2009; 2:46 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/06/AR2009010601633.html

Masked Mexican rebel resurfaces

By Tracy Wilkinson, Tribune Newspapers

January 5, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mexico-marcosjan05,0,443079.story

==============================

(I.8) Egyptian Actions (6)

==============================

REVIEW & OUTLOOK: Muslims Against Hamas - Israel isn't the only side to blame

JANUARY 10, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123154855613269959.html

Gaza Strikes Reverberate in Egypt

By Sudarsan Raghavan, Washington Post Foreign Service

Saturday, January 10, 2009; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/09/AR2009010903830.html

Egypt says Israel, Hamas, Palestinians set talks 

By JOHN HEILPRIN, Associated Press Writer

January 7, 2009 - 6:31 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/print/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Mideast_Diplomacy_Egypt.html%3Fcxntlid%3Dinform_artr

Egypt says Israel, Hamas, Palestinian Authority to attend talks Thursday in Cairo

By JOHN HEILPRIN | Associated Press Writer 

5:31 PM CST, January 7, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-mideast-diplomacy-egypt,0,6611645.story

Egypt says Israel, Hamas, Palestinians set talks

By JOHN HEILPRIN, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 6:31 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010703004.html

Egypt Is Caught in Border Dilemma

By FARNAZ FASSIHI

JANUARY 5, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123110233497651959.html

================

(I.7) Iran (11)

================

Iran disputes report on suicide volunteers

Associated Press story

January 10, 2009 - 1:49 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/opinion/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Iran_Israel_Gaza.html%3Fcxntlid%3Dinform_sr

Outcome of Gaza conflict will echo in Iran

By Liz Sly | Tribune correspondent 

January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-gaza-iran_slyjan11,0,4651177.story

Iran disputes reports that leader banned volunteers from suicide missions against Israel

By Associated Press 

12:49 PM CST, January 10, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-iran-israel-gaza,0,5884854.story

Iran disputes report on suicide volunteers

The Associated Press 

Saturday, January 10, 2009; 1:49 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/10/AR2009011000995.html

Iran bans volunteers from fighting Israel

By ALI AKBAR DAREINI, The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 12:53 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010802222.html

OPINION: Iran's Hamas Strategy - Radical Shiites back radical Sunnis with the aim of destabilizing the Middle East

By REUEL MARC GERECHT

JANUARY 7, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123128812156759281.html

Analysis: In Gaza fight, Iran lurks in background

By SALLY BUZBEE, The Associated Press

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 12:17 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/06/AR2009010601816.html

Iran's Larijani meets Hamas in Damascus

Reporting by Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Reuters 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 8:17 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010703361.html

Analysis: Larger stakes seen in Israel-Gaza fight with Iran in the background

By SALLY BUZBEE, Associated Press Writer

11:18 PM CST, January 6, 2009

www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-mideast-gaza-stakes-analysis,0,5391657.story

Public Outrage Gives Iran's Hard-Liners a Political Boost

By CHIP CUMMINS and ROSHANAK TAGHAVI

JANUARY 5, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123108547098551851.html

Iran says 70,000 volunteer for Israel fight

The Associated Press

January 5, 2009 - 2:04 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Iran_Israel_Palestinians.html%3Fcxntlid%3Dinform_artr

===================================

(I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (18)

===================================

Lebanon U.N. force finds explosives outside base

Writing by Tom Perry, Reuters 

Sunday, January 11, 2009; 5:33 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/11/AR2009011101674.html

Israel faces Hamas while keeping wary eye on Hezbollah

By Liz Sly | Tribune correspondent 

January 9, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-gaza-lebanon_sly_09jan09,0,1069422.story

Rocket fire from Lebanon: a second front for Israel?

By Ilene R. Prusher and Nicholas Blanford | The Christian Science Monitor

from the January 09, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0109/p01s04-wome.html

Rockets from Lebanon reignite tension in Israel's north

By Borzou Daragahi and Raed Rafei 

January 9, 2009 

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/politics/cal/la-fg-lebanon-rockets9-2009jan09,0,2373277.story

Rockets from Lebanon hit Israel

By Richard Boudreaux

12:35 PM CST, January 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/la-fg-gaza8-2009jan08,0,5722066.story

AP Analysis: Rockets from Lebanon raise fears Israel will have to fight on 2nd front

By MATTI FRIEDMAN | Associated Press Writer 

9:25 AM CST, January 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-lebanon-analysis,0,4113218.story

Lebanese prime minister condemns rocket attacks on Israel and Israeli retaliation

By SAM F. GHATTAS | Associated Press Writer 

3:47 AM CST, January 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-lebanon-israel,0,7452058.story

Police say rockets fired into northern Israel from Lebanon

By Associated Press

12:11 AM CST, January 8, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-lebanon,0,762785.story

Rockets from Lebanon hit Israel

By Richard Boudreaux

10:35 AM PST, January 8, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/news/education/la-fg-gaza8-2009jan08,0,7870059.story

Gaza conflict has potential to draw in Hezbollah

By Borzou Daragahi

January 8, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/news/education/la-fg-lebanon-hezbollah8-2009jan08,0,7537970.story

Rocket Fire From Lebanon Unsettles Israel, but Fears of a Hezbollah Attack Subside 

By THANASSIS CAMBANIS

Published: January 8, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/09/world/middleeast/09lebanon.html?scp=14&sq=Israel&st=cse

Israel Fires Mortars Into Lebanon

Associated Press

JANUARY 8, 2009, 2:55 A.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123139967825563891.html

Attack on Israel from Lebanon threatens 2nd front

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and STEVE WEIZMAN, The Associated Press

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 2:14 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010700320.html

Analysis: Lebanese rockets raise fear of 2nd front

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 10:25 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010801743.html

Lebanese prime minister condemns rocket attacks

By SAM F. GHATTAS, The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 4:46 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010800404.html

Israeli police say rockets fired from Lebanon

The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 1:11 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010800205.html

Rockets from Lebanon hit Israel

By Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Additional reporting by Yara Bayoumy in Beirut and Nidal al-Mughrabi in Gaza; Writing by Alastair Macdonald and Jeffrey Heller; Editing by Louise Ireland, Reuters

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 2:57 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010700464.html

Rockets from Lebanon hit northern Israel: police

Reuters 

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 1:14 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010800167.html

=======================

(I.2) Syria talks (2)

=======================

Analysis: Syria has an eye on peace with Israel in restrained response to Gaza fighting

By HAMZA HENDAWI | Associated Press Writer

2:40 AM CST, January 9, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-mideast-syrias-quest-analysis,0,2555251.story

Analysis: Syria deals with Gaza, eyeing own peace

By HAMZA HENDAWI, The Associated Press 

Friday, January 9, 2009; 3:40 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/09/AR2009010900342.html

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (23)

===============================

Chinese FM, UN chief discuss Gaza conflict

The Associated Press 

Sunday, January 11, 2009; 4:14 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/11/AR2009011100191.html

OPINION: Israel Is Committing War Crimes - Hamas's violations are no justification for Israel's actions

By GEORGE E. BISHARAT

JANUARY 10, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123154826952369919.html

Taming the Nuclear Dragon: A global nonproliferation treaty is in serious danger of falling apart

By STEPHEN M. YOUNGER

JANUARY 10, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123154631955669739.html

US abstains from UN vote on Gaza cease-fire 

By EDITH M. LEDERER , Associated Press Writer

January 9, 2009 - 4:51 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Mideast_Diplomacy.html

UN: One-third of all the Gaza dead and injured are children

By JOHN HEILPRIN | Associated Press Writer 

2:03 AM CST, January 9, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-gaza-humanitarian-toll,0,6232209.story

US abstains from UN vote calling for Gaza cease-fire, awaits Egyptian-brokered talks' outcome

By EDITH M. LEDERER | Associated Press Writer 

3:51 AM CST, January 9, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-mideast-diplomacy,0,5786120.story

US blames Hamas for dire humanitarian situation in Gaza, defends UN absention

By MATTHEW LEE | Associated Press Writer 

2:29 PM CST, January 9, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-mideast-us-gaza,0,1724988.story

UN's rights chief calls for independent investigation into possible war crimes in Gaza, Israel

By Associated Press 

9:15 AM CST, January 9, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-gaza-rights,0,5364091.story

U.N., Red Cross curtail aid in Gaza

By Richard Boudreaux and Rushdi abu Alouf

January 9, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/politics/cal/la-fg-gaza9-2009jan09,0,5575232.story

U.N. and Red Cross Add to Outcry on Gaza War 

By ETHAN BRONNER

January 9, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/09/world/middleeast/09mideast.html?_r=1&scp=10&sq=Israel&st=cse

U.N. Council Calls for Cease-Fire in Gaza

By CHARLES LEVINSON in Jerusalem and JAY SOLOMON in Washington

JANUARY 9, 2009, 4:39 A.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123140362667063895.html

As U.S. Abstains, U.N. Security Council Calls for Cease-Fire

By Griff Witte and Colum Lynch, Washington Post Foreign Service

Friday, January 9, 2009; A14

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010800842.html

UN: One-third of Gaza dead, injured are children

By JOHN HEILPRIN, The Associated Press 

Friday, January 9, 2009; 3:03 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/09/AR2009010900369.html

US abstains as UN calls for Gaza cease-fire

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press

Friday, January 9, 2009; 1:47 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010800325.html

UN rights chief wants investigation of Gaza abuses

The Associated Press 

Friday, January 9, 2009; 10:15 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/09/AR2009010901132.html

U.N. calls for immediate Gaza truce

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Louis Charbonneau, Sue Pleming, Reuters

Friday, January 9, 2009; 12:50 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010800450.html

OPINION  The Jews Face a Double Standard: Why doesn't Israel have the same right to self-defense as other nations?

By MARVIN HIER

JANUARY 8, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123137495711862883.html

UN Security Council calls for immediate Gaza truce

By ARTHUR MAX and IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press

Thursday, January 8, 2009; 11:27 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/08/AR2009010800333.html

Rice extends UN visit amid debate over proposed Gaza cease-fire

By MATTHEW LEE, Associated Press Writer

12:45 PM CST, January 7, 2009

www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-mideast-us-rice,0,3428924.story

UN human rights council to hold emergency meeting on Gaza

By Associated Press

5:01 AM CST, January 7, 2009

www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-rights-gaza,0,6534537.story

Rice extends UN visit amid Gaza truce debate

By MATTHEW LEE, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 1:27 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010701449.html

UN rights body to hold emergency meeting on Gaza

The Associated Press 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 6:01 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/07/AR2009010700737.html

UN contradicts Israel over depth of crisis in Gaza 

By JOHN HEILPRIN, Associated Press Writer

January 5, 2009 - 7:44 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/services/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_Gaza_Humanitarian_Crisis.html%3Fcxntlid%3Dinform_artr

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (119)

==========================

School resumes in Israel despite rocket threat 

By ARON HELLER, Associated Press Writer

January 11, 2009 - 2:30 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Back_to_School.html%3Fcxntlid%3Dinform_artr

Rights group: Israel uses incendiary bombs in Gaza 

By JASON KEYSER, Associated Press Writer

January 11, 2009 - 9:10 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/opinion/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_White_Phosphorus.html%3Fcxntlid%3Dinform_sr

Israel may ramp up war - Amid Gaza carnage, Hamas says chance of peace dead

From News Services

Sunday, January 11, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/printedition/2009/01/11/gazastrip.html

Israel poised for deep Gaza push - But leaders allow time for diplomacy

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

10:58 PM CST, January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-gaza-mideast_greenbergjan12,0,955935.story

'Israel is not going to show restraint,' Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni says about Hamas in Gaza

By Lally Weymouth, Special to The Washington Post

January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-gaza-web-only-11-jan11,0,2806651.story

Students head back to school in southern Israel despite rocket threat

By ARON HELLER | Associated Press Writer 

1:30 PM CST, January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-back-to-school,0,6993267.story

Rights group accuses Israel of using incendiary agent white phosphorus in Gaza civilian areas

By JASON KEYSER | Associated Press Writer 

8:10 PM CST, January 11, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-white-phosphorus,0,3636119.story
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