The State of Middle East Reporting by Mainstream US Media

Week:  December 29 – January 4, 2009 


PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  270
 

Full details of all these articles (authors, titles, links, etc.) can be found at the end of the online version of this Action Alert found at:

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20090104.doc
 

2.  Special Focus Articles for this Week:
 

This week we review 39 opinion pieces about the Gaza crisis.  Last week we reviewed the Gaza news reporting of 30 major Middle East reporters.  (Also, one special article - see below)

 

Regular news reporting is supposed to convey just the facts.  In the opinion pieces is where reporters and writers and editorial boards give their opinion and analysis of the facts.

 

But both provide a significant disservice to the American public when they base their reporting and opinions on distortions and deletions of the facts, and sadly we found both in the reporting and opinion pieces on the Gaza crisis.

 

It is imperative that we write to the authors of both categories of writing to inform them of the facts and demand that they report accurately about the Gaza crisis, and the Middle East conflict in general so that justice and a true and lasting peace can be realized.

 

BUT, this week we must also give special attention and support to an extraordinary article written by Arthur Max of the Associated Press, which describes the many problems faced by Israeli Arabs such as land and building discrimination, home demolitions and even the unrecognized villages.  This article describes these problems in the midst of describing how Israeli Arabs are especially vulnerable to Hamas rockets because building discrimination does not allow them to build bomb shelters either in their homes or in their communities.  This article is copied below in its entirety for you to read for yourself.  Important to note - this article is a wire service article which means that it goes out to thousands of newspapers across the country, and is read by thousands of editors, and then hopefully thousands of readers as well.

 

Of course you realize that the newspapers that print this article, and most likely Mr. Max himself, are probably receiving volumes of negative and threatening letters for printing a piece that tells the truth about Israeli treatment of its own civilians.  So lets send letters of support.  Contact info is given below in the Media Contact Info section of this Action Alert.

 

Israeli Arabs on Gaza firing line lack shelter
Israeli Arabs learn they are vulnerable to Gaza rockets, but have nowhere to hide
 

By ARTHUR MAX, Associated Press Writer
January 4, 2009

 

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Frontline_Arabs.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-frontline-arabs,0,1951660.story
http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_11365632
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6193436.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/836986.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_frontline_arabs.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/04/AR2009010400253.html
 


 
II.  THIS WEEK'S TOTAL ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Total  Articles & Activist Opportunities:
(TOPIC I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (13 articles) - 3 main topics are covered - (1) international pressure on Israel to negotiate a cease-fire, and (2) some world criticism of Hamas, (3) Czech Republic takes over the EU presidency, and (4) the impact of the crisis on Arab society.
 

(TOPIC I.9) Protests against Israel (23 articles) - these articles describe the breakout of worldwide protests against the Israeli attacks on Gaza.

 

(TOPIC I.8) Egypt (5 articles) - these articles describe both Egyptian criticism of Hamas and worldwide Arab criticism of Egypt for not being more critical of Israel.

 

(TOPIC I.7) Iran (9 articles) - covers both Iran's arrest of a Nobel laureate for pro-Israel blogging and signing up volunteers to fight Israel in Gaza.

 

(TOPIC I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks with Israel (5 articles) - these articles cover two issues - Fatah cracking down on pro-Hamas demonstrations in the West Bank, and the increasing sophistication of Hamas and Hezbollah rockets undermining left-wing efforts to give up land for peace.

 

(TOPIC I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (2 articles) - these articles describe Hezbollah refusal to join Hamas in the fight against Israel because Hezbollah fears a devastating Israeli response worse than the 2006 pounding.  So now Hezbollah just encourages street protests and Arab leader criticism of Israel.

 

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (11 articles) - these articles cover 4 issues - (1) divisions amongst Arab leaders over supporting Hamas, (2) UN sounding alarm about the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and (3) UN criticism of Israel's tactics, and (4) the US vetoing any resolution critical of Israel that also does not criticize Hamas.

 

(TOPIC II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (1 article) - Benny Morris writes an op-ed giving reason why Israel feels threatened - he claims it is surrounded by violent enemies, but does not cover reasoning why Israel might be so heavily opposed by its neighbors.

 

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (147 articles) - these articles cover 15issues - (1) the humanitarian crisis and civilian casualties in Gaza, (2) Hamas and Israeli military tactics and actions in Gaza, (3) reasoning for the Israeli attack (political and military), (4) the plight of Israeli Arabs caught in the middle, (5) uncertainty about captured Israeli soldier, (6) legal issues of proportionality and protection of civilians, (7) impact of rockets and the Gaza attack itself on Israeli civilians, (8) impact of Israeli attack on Hamas itself, (9) impact on Gaza's infrastructure of the blockade and then Israel's attack, (10) Israeli and Hamas mixed responses to peace efforts, (11) doubts about effectiveness of military strikes like this one against Gaza, (12) Israel's PR campaign to build support for its attack on Gaza, (13) protests against and support for Hamas and Israel, (14) impact on Gaza economically especially concerning the commerce 

through the tunnel, and (15) a thwarted effort to break the blockade from the sea (which included ex-US Senator Cynthia McKinney).

 

(TOPIC III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (2 articles) - these two articles describe the growing rift between Hamas and Fatah. Fatah struggles to condemn Hamas without appearing to be too close to Israel, while Hamas calls Fatah and Abbas collaborators with Israel and even accuse them of spying for Israel within Gaza.

 

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (6 articles) - 3 main issues - (1) the Israeli leadership contains 3 people often in coflict - Olmert, Livni and Barak, (2) how the attack has political motivations that will impact the political future of Barak and Livni, and (3) they claim the decision-making about the attack is made day-by-day.  In other articles the Israeli military claims there has been months of planning for this operation against Hamas.

 

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (3 articles) - these articles include a book review, a film review, and a description of how it feels to be a parent of an Israeli soldier.  The film involves a soldiers concern about participation in the massacres in the Sabra and Shatila Refugee Camps in 1982.

 

(TOPIC V.2) USA Culture (1 article) - Orchestra composer Barenboim expresses concern for Palestine in the Gaza crisis.

 

(TOPIC V.1) USA Foreign Policy (35 articles) - these articles cover 5 issues - (1) US government and NY mayor expressions of overwhelming support for Israel (mayor actually goes to Israel), (2) Bush administration blames only Hamas for the truce failure, supports attack in beginning, but now begins calling for a cease-fire, (3) the tough position Obama is in because of his current silence and his previous claims, and finally (4) prosecution of an Israeli spy in USA.

 

(TOPIC VI.) MEDIA ISSUES (7 articles) - two issues covered - (1) Israel continuing to ban reporters from entering Gaza during the attacks, and (2) the usage of modern internet and wireless technologies (for example blogging and Twitter) to spread its PR campaign for support of its attacks on Gaza.


2.  Special Focus Articles:
This week we provide reviews of, and contact info for the authors of 7 Newspaper Editorials, 22 Op-Eds by guest experts, and 10 In-Depth Analysis by Middle East Beat Reporters.

 

Last week we provided reviews of the reporting on Gaza of 30 major Middle East reporters.

 

The difference is that in the news reporting reviewed last week, the reporters are simply supposed to report the facts in order to help educate the reader so that the reader can make informed decisions and judgments.

 

This week we review pieces where the authors are expected to give their educated opinions, which are supposed to help the reader understand the situation at a deeper level than what the facts might initially imply in order to enhance their ability to make in-depth, informed decisions and judgments.

 

What we found with both groups was almost the exact same distortion of the facts, with some notable exceptions.

 

The most important exceptions are the two early on reports (Dec. 19) by Richard Bourdeaux and Ethan Bronner that described statistically how Israel had not significantly reduced the blockade while Hamas had significantly reduced the rocket fire, and then how Israel's Gaza attack against the alleged tunnel was the main event that led to the collapse of the truce.  This level of decisive statistical reporting was completely missing in all other mainstream reporting on Gaza which we reviewed (126 articles last week and 270 this week).  Both articles are reprinted below for you to read yourself and quote from if you wish.

 

Many reports however accurately attribute the collapse of the truce to Israel's excursion into Gaza against the alleged tunnel being built by Hamas. We highlight those articles that do not.

 

The two most important fact distortions that we did find which led to misinformation and supported easily disputed opinion pieces were:

 

(1) That Hamas was solely responsible for the collapse of the truce.  

 

(2) Complete absence of acknowledgment of Israel's ongoing crimes against the Palestinian people which are motivating and legitimizing the rebellion of which Hamas's actions are only a small part.  You might easily support your disagreement with Hamas's choice of tactics (firing rockets at civilians, which is clearly illegal as per international law), but you would be hard pressed to deny that Israel's crimes are not an understandable motivation for rebellion (all of which are illegal as per international law).  These crimes are described below in the "Talking Points" section of this Action Alert, but can be summarized in 4 categories of crimes: 

 

(a) denying Palestinian right-of-return in both 1948 and 1967, and the subsequent practice of collective punishment against Palestinians who rebelled,

 

(b) practice of both apartheid-style law-based government sanctioned discrimination within Israel and collective punishment against Palestinians that rebelled, 

 

(c) the illegal features of the occupation such as the settlements and wall and massive violation of human rights; in addition the occupation itself could be judged as illegal because it is pretty clear it is not defensive as Israel claims, and

(d) the collective punishment of the Gaza blockade, the disproportionate use of force in the attacks, and the claim of genocide of the Palestinian people of Gaza if it can be proven that the actual aim of the attacks is the total destruction of the Palestinian people in Gaza and not just to stop the rocket attacks.

 

Some of the articles reviewed in the last two weeks don't even discuss the origins of the collapse of the truce or the conflict in general, but only focus on Israel's rationale for the timing or tactics employed in the attack, or they focus on Hamas's rationale for its tactics, but many articles do speculate about the end of the truce or the reasons for Hamas's rebellion, and they completely miss the boat as described above, and thus the authors and editors responsible could use correction.

 

One important thing to note to people is that the laws violated are not only abstract legal principles but represent the perpetration of real suffering and injustices.  They are codified into laws in order to facilitate enforcement so as to stop the suffering and injustices and bring about compensation for the victims and punishment to the perpretators.  Let us work together to fulfill in Palestine this promise of the law.

 

Below is the pertinent information about each opinion piece (author, title, date, link, etc.), the contact info for the author, and a short review and commentary:

 

=========================================================
EDITORIALS BY NEWSPAPER EDITORIAL BOARDS (7 EDITORIALS)
=========================================================
 

Chicago Tribune (2 Editorials) - ctc-tribletter@tribune.com
 

Editorial: War and peace
December 29, 2008
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chi-1229edit1dec29,0,1109461.story
 

This editorial speculates that much of the conflict is motivated by the coming elections, but that these elections also bring new opportunities.  But the editorial also blames Hamas for the collapse of the truce, and does not mention Israel's crimes that motivate legitimate rebellion in the first place.

 

Editorial: Hamas gets its wish
December 30, 2008
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chi-1230edit1dec30,0,2949054.story
 

This editorial speculates about the ineffectiveness of military action, but says that the conflict will not really be resolved until Hamas is no longer in charge.  Thus the editorial completely ignores Israel crimes which are the main motivation for rebellion in the first place.  If Hamas is gone, then those crimes will just motivate a replacement, and rightly so.  The Chicago Tribune doesn't understand that just because you might agree with one tactic, that does not de-legitimate the entire rebel movement.


Christian Science Monitor - input your comments online into the Comment Input Form for Clayton Jones, Chief editorial writer - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C3ECE1F9F4EFEEA0CAEFEEE5F3
Beyond bombs and rockets in Gaza - Israel and Hamas need help looking beyond their immediate concerns.
from the December 29, 2008 edition
http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1229/p08s01-comv.html
 

This editorial does not discuss the background behind the fighting but instead claims that Israeli and Palestinian politics involving imminent possible change of leadership are possibly the main motivation for the current upsurge in fighting on both sides which has unfortunately led to a tremendous increase in civilian suffering.

 


Los Angeles Times - letters@latimes.com
 

Editorial:  Aim for a better cease-fire 
December 30, 2008 in print edition A-18
http://articles.latimes.com/2008/12/30/editorial_pages/ed-israel30
 

This editorial suggests that Israel's attacks may not destroy Hamas, but that if it forces Hamas back to the negotiation table then that should be considered a victory.  Interestingly, the editorial compares the current conflict not to Israel's fight with Hezbollah in 2006 but to Israel fight with the PLO in 1982, where even though Israel did not succeed at destroying the PLO completely, it eventually led to the negotiations where Arafat recognized Israel's right to exist.  The problem is - will this lead to a real peace as long as the crimes Israel is committing against the Palestinian people are left untouched?  Those crimes must be addressed if there is to be a true peace.

 


Wall Street Journal - wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
 

REVIEW & OUTLOOK: Israel's Gaza Defense  - The more damage to Hamas, the better the chances for peace
DECEMBER 29, 2008
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123051140769338457.html
 

This editorial rationalizes extreme measures because it blames Hamas alone for the conflict, completely ignoring Israel's role in undermining the truce and its ongoing crimes against the Palestinian people which motivate the rebellion in the first place making it legitimate even if one disagrees with some of the tactics.  In fact the editorial claims that the reason for the Gaza blockade is to stop suicide bombers from Gaza - a radical misunderstanding of the situation.


 

Washington Post (2 Editorials) - letters@washpost.com
 

EDITORIAL:  Escalation in Gaza
Sunday, January 4, 2009; Page B06
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010301744.html
 

Editorial acknowledges that a possible solution might be for international monitors for both Hamas rockets and Israeli end to the blockade, and then the article also acknowledges that even this may not bring a long term solution, but does not realize that the reason for this last point is that the real problem is Israel's ongoing violation of international laws and especially the exclusion of the native people of Palestine from full political participation in their own ancestral homeland.  Until that happens a sense of deep injustice will remain and a true peace may be impossible.  How can there ever be a true peace as long as people are kept from returning to their ancestral homelands?

 

EDITORIAL:  Divided on Gaza
Tuesday, December 30, 2008; Page A14
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122901895.html
 

This editorial stresses the need for a political solution so that the end result of its military effort is not another victory for extremists as its Lebanon military effort was in 2006.  This editorial superbly describes how Israel's military effort has split the Arab world - the extremists backing Hamas (like Iran and Syria) and the moderates backing Israel and Fatah (like Egypt and Jordan).  Sadly, the Post editorial board has been successfully distracted from the underlying cause of the whole conflict - Israeli crimes against the Palestinian people, and how halting those could bring an end to the entire conflict.

 


==============================
OP-EDS BY GUEST EXPERTS (22)
==============================
 

Rosa Brooks (LA Times Columnist) - contact - http://rosabrooks.squarespace.com/
 

Israel can't bomb its way to peace
January 1, 2009
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/commentary/la-oe-brooks1-2009jan01,0,1413272.column
 

Ms. Brooks describes how Israel's offensive will probably not yield the desired result, but that the real reason by it is political points for the Kadima Party by looking strong and decisive in preparation for February's elections.  She then calls on the Obama administration to use this as an opportunity to bring about real change in the Middle East.  This sounds good but she doesn't go into what this really means or requires.


 

Kevin Clarke (Senior Editor of US Catholic) - editors@uscatholic.org
 

Escaping the Gaza ghetto
January 1, 2009 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-oped0101conflictjan01,0,4841974.story
 

Clarke says that Israel must be held accountable for its actions against Hamas, and then that this 

accountability then must extend to the USA because we economically enable Israel to do what it does, and then the op-ed describes how military attack does not really bring solutions, but he doesn't offer any alternatives.


Alan M. Dershowitz (Professor at Harvard University, & Author (2 op-eds)) - dersh@law.harvard.edu
 

Israel, Hamas, and moral idiocy - Much of the world's response is a false moral equivalence that simply 
encourages the terrorists.
from the December 31, 2008 edition
http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1231/p09s02-coop.html
 

Israel's Policy Is Perfectly 'Proportionate'- Opinion: Hamas are the real war criminals in this conflict
JANUARY 2, 2009, 1:35 P.M. ET
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123085925621747981.html
 

One of Dershowitz's op-eds claims that Hamas is not really concerned with fighting Israel's crimes but simply with the overall destruction of Israel period, both its good points and bad.  What this means is that he does not see the Palestinian struggle as a whole wherein some tactics he might disagree with, but overall the struggle is legitimate. Finally, both of his op-eds condemn Israeli critics who condemn Israel because he sees them as not acknowledging Israel's right to protect its own civilians - but then he ignores Israel's crimes that Hamas is fighting against in the first place, first the blockade of Gaza which the international community has agreed is inhumane and is a form of collective punishment, that is not at all allowing humanitarian needs to be fulfilled as Israel claims.  Dershowitz condemns criticism of Israel for denying the inhumane realities of the rockets, whereas he does the same by denying the crimes of Israel that motivate rebellion in the first place, which might include some misguided tactics, but which overall is legitimate and needs to be addressed.


 

Jackson Diehl (deputy editorial page editor of Washington Post) - submit comment in form on this website - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/articles/jackson+diehl/
 

Olmert blocked from peace goal
Tuesday, December 30, 2008
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2008/12/30/diehled.html
 

This op-ed relates the sad tenure of Israeli PM Olmert who had changed from right to left in his political stance but still leaves office having sponsored two wars that will probably have only empowered the extremists while ending peace efforts in the West Bank with only an increase of Israeli settlements there. Sadly, Mr. Diehl provides no background context to this describing the range of Israeli crimes which has led to the conflict in the first place - and the major question about whether any Israeli PM can be expected to reverse those crimes and the Israeli culture that rationalizes them when they are fully funded and supported by the most powerful nation on earth.

 


Eyad El-Sarraj (Psychiatrist, and founder/President of the Gaza Community 
Mental Health Program, and Commissioner of the Palestinian Independent Commission for Human Rights) - 

eyadsarraj@gcmhp.net
 

As the Troops Enter, We Fear the Worst
Sunday, January 4, 2009; B01
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010202195.html
 

Dr. El-Sarraj's op-ed describes the horrible human costs of Israel's attacks, and then describes the attacks in terms of violations of international law - a very clear and informative report on the Gaza crisis.

 


Gershom Gorenberg (Author) - gershomg@iol.co.il
 

Opinion: Israel, Hamas and the seduction of blind force
December 30, 2008http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/commentary/la-oe-gorenberg30-2008dec30,0,1223.story

 

Mr. Gorenberg's op-ed describes fairly how both continued rocket firing and not significantly reducing the blockade both led to the collapse of the truce, and then he describes the futility of the choice of force also adopted by both sides, but he misses the point that the rebellion is motivated in the first place by specific crimes committed by Israel against the Palestinian people, and how can anyone expect a real peace unless those crimes are stopped and justice is realized?


David Grossman (Author) - info@killology.com
 

Op-Ed Contributor: Fight Fire With a Cease-Fire
Published: December 30, 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/31/opinion/31grossman.html?scp=35&sq=Israel&st=cse
 

This op-ed proposes Israel take a position of restraint in order to put Hamas on the spot testing whether Hamas truly wishes for peace or not.  Again, this op-ed views the current fighting between Israel and Hamas in isolation from its origins, which leads to a misunderstanding about why the fighting is happening in the first place.  Thus it is able to put all the blame on Hamas for the fighting, instead of seeing it from Hamas viewpoint that there is no talk in Israel or the international community of stopping Israel's crimes against Gaza (collective punishment for example) or against the Palestinian people in general (internal 'religious' apartheid, lack of respect for Palestinian ROR, law violations of the occupation of the West Bank such as the settlements, etc.).  Thus for Hamas, Mr. Grossman's proposal offers them nothing and only returns them to the situation they were originally in - that is no solution.


 

 

Yossi Klein Halevi (Fellow at the Shalem Center's Adelson Institute of Strategic Studies) - 

inquiries@shalem.org.il
 

DISPATCH: ISRAEL: As My Son Goes to War, I Am Fully Israeli At Last
Sunday, January 4, 2009; Page B01
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010202196.html
 

In his piece, Mr. Halevi says, "especially now, I feel that our family is privileged to belong to the Israeli story. Gavriel, grandson of a Holocaust survivor, is part of an army defending the Jewish people in its land".  It is sad though that he does not recognize the entire "Israeli story" which unfortunately includes doing terrible things to another people who also live in that land, which violate international law and Jewish morality, and which were completely unneccessary if they only had wished to just live in that land.


 

Jim Hoagland (Washington Post Columnist) - send your message in the form found on this page -
 
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/jim+hoagland/
 

OP-ED:  Countering Iran in Gaza and Beyond
Sunday, January 4, 2009; Page B07
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010202103.html
 

Mr. Hoagland thinks of the conflict as an ancient feud.  Help him understand the conflict started with the World Zionist Organization and its subsidiaries (before their arrival Palestinian Jews, Muslims and Christians all lived together peacefully), and is then perpetuated specifically because the Zionists continue to violate laws which lead to serious suffering and injustice.  And then he covers the nuclear proliferation threat facing the Middle East without ever mentioning Israel's stockpile as an instigator of distrust and fear which equally motivates proliferation. But once again, Mr. Hoagland misses the underlying reason why such violence never works - it is not just that it emboldens the extremists - it is that it is not treating the real problem - Israel's 

continuous violation of basic and multiple international laws which lead to real suffering and injustices.  How can there be a real peace until that it solved?


 

Nidal Ibrahim (former executive director of AAI) - no email found.

 

ISRAEL’S ATTACK ON GAZA STRIP: CON: Israeli actions prolong the violence
Thursday, January 01, 2009
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2009/01/01/ibrahimed.html
 

Basically Mr. Ibrahim's op-ed says that Israel's blockade strengthens Hamas as much as the attacks will, and both must stop because of the harm they bring to civilians.  He also criticizes Hamas leadership as well.  But he speculates that negotiations will lead to a real peace, but does not speculate further about what those negotiations will need to cover in order for there to be a real peace.


 

David Ignatius (Internet-Based Discussion Program Host) - input your comments into the form found on this page -  http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/david+ignatius/
 

OP-ED: For Obama, a Tough Page to Turn
Sunday, January 4, 2009; Page B07
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010202097.html
 

First Mr. Ignatius mistakenly blames Hamas for ending the truce when Israel violated the truce by never significantly lessening the blockade as agreed, and then with its first real military excursion in 6 months when it invaded Gaza to destroy a tunnel and killed 6 Hamas soldiers in the process.  But he does describe how Israel's attacks are counter-productive as they empower extremists and embarrass moderates, and how this will complicate Obama's peace efforts.

 


Charles Krauthammer (Washington Post Columnist) - write him c/o The Washington Post Writers Group, 1150 15th Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20071

 

Israel careful, fair with foe sacrificing its own civilians
Friday, January 02, 2009
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2009/01/02/krauthammered.html
 

Moral Clarity in Gaza
Friday, January 2, 2009; A15
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2009/01/02/krauthammered.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/editorial/outlook/6191902.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010101780.html
 

Charles Krauthammer is famous for completely buying Israeli propaganda without any doubt or compromise. Thus he relates only how Israel relentlessly works to defend civilian life and how only Hamas violated the truce when the facts are clearly the opposite. Concerning evidence and studies of Israeli violations of human rights, killing of civilians, etc., please see our Information Resource Center (3rd column on our homepage at www.palmediaproject.org). And then remind Mr. Krauthammer about how in violation of the truce, Israel had never significantly eased the blockade, which the international community has labelled inhumane and a form of collective punishment, in contradiction of Israel's own claims, and had restarted the fighting with the tunnel 

attack incursion into Gaza wherein it killed 6 Hamas soldiers.


 

Daoud Kuttab (a Palestinian journalist and a former Ferris professor of journalism at Princeton University) - 

info@daoudkuttab.com
 

Has Israel Revived Hamas?
Tuesday, December 30, 2008; Page A15
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122901901.html
 

While Mr. Kuttab's article unwisely and insensitively trivializes the terror caused by Hamas rockets landing on Israeli civilians, his description of how Israel has revived Hamas failing popularity with its military attacks is excellent.  Sadly he misses the point though how Israel has successfully used in America the horror of Hamas missiles against civilians to distract from their own crimes against Palestinian civilians and human rights and civil rights in Israel itself.

 


Reda Mansour (an Israeli Druze & Consul General of Israel to the Southeastern United States) - 

consul.sec@atlanta.mfa.gov.il
 

Truth must beat global enemy of terrorism
Monday, December 29, 2008
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2008/12/29/mansoured.html
 

Mr. Mansour's op-ed criticizes terrorism in general, and actually does not mention the conflict in Gaza.  He differentiates terrorists from freedom fighters, and describes the success of non-violent rebellion such as those rebellions led by Mahatma Gandhi, Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King.

 


Benny Morris (professor at Ben-Gurion University and author) - bennymo@bgu.ac.il
 

Op-Ed Contributor: Why Israel Feels Threatened
Published: December 29, 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/30/opinion/30morris.html?scp=29&sq=Israel&st=cse
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/opinion/394168_threatonline31.html
 

This op-ed clearly describes the overwhelming challenges facing Israel (from radical groups surrounding it to Iran and Syria to internal rebellion) but fails to describe the basis of the hostility - the crimes of Israel against the Palestinian people which the State is dependent on for its very existence.

 


Yousef Munayyer (Policy Analyst for the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee) - yousef@adc.org . 

 

Struggle for peace - Obama has to take control of mediating Mideast conflict
December 30, 2008
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-oped1230gazadec30,0,2474499.story
 

Mr. Munayyer describes Israel's tunnel attack as the main factor that brought the truce down, but he thinks that just ending both the blockade and the rockets will bring about peace.  This is not likely as long as Israel is allowed to continue to disavow the Palestinian right-of-return and continues its apartheid discrimination internally, and continues the occupation in the West Bank which is full of illegal features such as the settlements.  These motivate rebellion as well as the Gaza blockade, and this is legitimate even if some of its specific tactics are not.


 

MIchael Oren (Professor at Georgetown University, and Fellow at the Shalem Center) - mo279@georgetown.edu
 

OPINION: Palestinians Need Israel to Win
DECEMBER 29, 2008
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123051182944538487.html
 

Mr. Oren's op-ed with Mr. Halevi focuses on Israel's right to defend its civilians and sees world condemnation of Israel as denial of that right.  This is twisting the facts in that the world's claims of disproportionate response is anchored in the long-term awareness that it is Israel's crimes against the Palestinian people that motivate Hamas actions and that those crimes must be acknowledged and resolved if there is to be any real hope for a true peace.  The authors completely ignore Israel's crimes in their scenario for the situation in Gaza.


 

Sara Roy (Senior Researcher at Harvard university, and Author) - sroy@fas.harvard.edu
 

Israel's 'victories' in Gaza come at a steep price - The Jewish ethical tradition means embracing Palestinians, too.
from the January 2, 2009 edition
http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0102/p09s01-coop.html
 

This op-ed expresses the horror a certain Jew feels at the oppression and carnage conducted by the State of Israel on the Palestinian people in the name of Judaism, and her subsequent doubts about the applicability of Jewish ethics and holiness in her life.  But the article neglects to answer the question of whether Israel has a right to defend Israeli civilians against Hamas rockets - a question that must be answered while also condemning Israel for its ongoing oppression and slaughter of Palestinian civilians.


 

Cal Thomas (Chicago Tribune Columnist) - http://www.calthomas.com/forum/
 

ISRAEL’S ATTACK ON GAZA STRIP: PRO: No peace until Hamas is destroyed
Thursday, January 01, 2009
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2009/01/01/thomased.html
 

Cal Thomas's op-ed blames everything on Hamas and by extension Iran, and believes the only solution is the complete defeat of Israel's enemies.  He completely ignores Israel's role in ending the truce, and beyond this the many things Israel does to motivate legitimate rebellion amongst the Palestinian people.

 


Sandy Tolan (Author) - sandy@sandytolan.com
 

Gaza crisis: a crossroads for Obama - It could bring renewal – if Obama is bold enough to stand up to Israel.
from the December 31, 2008 edition
http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1231/p09s01-coop.htm
 

Mr. Tolan suggests that we will see that Israel has repeated the same blunder in Gaza it committed in 2006 when it attacked Hezbollah in that the end result of its attacks will be the empowerment of Hamas instead of its destruction, but that this will provide an opportunity for Mr. Obama to truly support significant change in the Middle East by using the opportunity to force Israel to change its policies toward the Palestinian people, which are the underlying cause of the Hamas rebellion.


 

============================
ANALYSIS BY REPORTERS (10)
============================
 

Richard Boudreaux (LA Times) (2 op-eds) - boudreaux@latimes.com
 

Op-Ed: Israel indicates interest in Gaza truce proposal
December 31, 2008
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-fg-gaza31-2008dec31,0,5252266,full.story
 

This article is actually just a straight-forward reports on the situation.

 

Op-Ed: Gaza conflict can make or break Ehud Barak's fortunes
January 2, 2009
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-fg-barak2-2009jan02,0,6783681.story
 

This op-ed speculates that the strategy in Gaza is motivated as much by election concerns and the infighting between Barak, Olmert and Livni than by military and political issues with the Palestinians.  But there is not a word about what might be motivating the Palestinians to rebel in the first place, except for the usual fixation on Hamas's vow to destroy Israel.  It is as if Israel is successfully able to distract the USA from its own crimes by crying foul about Hamas rockets being shot at civilians and Hamas vowing to destroy Israel.  We need to remind Mr. Boudreaux and the media in general that reason this all started and continues is because of Israel's ongoing crimes against the Palestinian people - not respecting ROR, apartheid within Israel, the occupation of the West Bank, and the blockade and genocide of Gaza.

 


Ethan Bronner (NY Times) - contact him through this page on the NY Times website - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ethan_bronner/index.html
 

News Analysis: Is the Real Target Hamas Rule? 
Published: January 3, 2009
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/04/world/middleeast/04assess.html?scp=19&sq=Israel&st=cse
 

This excellent op-ed describes the apparently unsolveable dilemma facing Israel - if it does not overthrow Hamas, then undoubtedly a peace deal with Hamas will include opening the borders and then this will be seen as a real victory for Hamas and will probably not halt the rockets, but probably the only way to decisively defeat Hamas is to reoccupy Gaza, which Israel does not want to do - which amounts to a loss for Israel as well.  And in the meantime, the continuation of the Israeli bombardment itself is undermining moderates (including Abbas) while empowering the extremists.  Sadly, Mr. Bronner doesn't seem to get that this supposedly unsolveable situation only appears unsolveable because he does not see the real solution - ending Israel's crimes which its whole program is dependent on for its very existence (keeping Palestinians out of Israel to maintain a Jewish majority and maintaining internal discriminatory laws as part of the "Jewishness" of the State).  Removing those two problems would solve the problem but would also probably mean the end of the "Jewish State" - which is only a problem for Zionists who prefer militaristic solutions over the spread of genuine democracy.

 


Stephen Farrell (NY Times) - contact him on this page of the NY Times website - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/f/stephen_farrell/index.html
 

News Analysis: Hamas Credo Led It to End Cease-Fire 
Published: December 29, 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/30/world/middleeast/30hamas.html
 

Mr. Farrell's article describes how Hamas philosophy led it to violent resistance rather than truce maintenance, but other than this point, this article is a primarily a straight forward report on Palestinian admiration for Hamas resistance in the beginning days of Israel's attack.


 

Josef Federman (Associated Press) - info@ap.com
 

Analysis: In Gaza, Israel tries to excise Lebanon 
January 4, 2009 - 1:55 p.m. EST
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Lessons_of_Lebanon_Analysis.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/world/6193705.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/837274.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_lessons_of_lebanon_analysis.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008590322_gazaview05.html
 

Mr. Federman speculates that the unspoken goal of the Gaza attack is to wipe out the stain and correct the errors of Israel's Hezbollah war in 2006 which was distinguished by poor planning and ended up empowering Hezbollah and devastating Lebanon which was a significant PR blow for Israel.  He says nothing about the origins of the truce failure or of the conflict in general.


 

Joel Greenberg (Chicago Tribune) - jogreenberg@tribune.com
 

Analysis: Ground operation is a race against time
January 3, 2009
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-090103-israel-operation-link,0,2901191.story
 

Mr. Greenberg sees the Israeli attack as also a race against time - against the international protests against the attack, and a race against the approach of elections in both Israel and the USA.  He does not speculate on solutions to the crisis.


 

Karin Laub (Associated Press) - info@ap.com
 

Analysis: Israel keeps objectives vague
Monday, December 29, 2008; 5:09 PM
http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_11330720
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6185787.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/830258.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_end_game_analysis.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122901487.html
 

Ms. Laub describes how Israel has kept its goals for the attack vague in order to keep its choices open and flexible, but also reflecting Israeli uncertainty about victory.  But she also describes how the attack weakens Abbas and strengthens Hamas if Hamas survives.  She does not discuss origins of the conflict or of the truce failure.


 

Matthew Lee (Associated Press) - info@ap.com
 

Analysis: Gaza crisis may hurt Obama peace efforts
Tuesday, December 30, 2008; 3:06 AM
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics/AP/story/830856.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1151ap_us_mideast_analysis.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123000195.html
 

Lee's contention is that the elections were a major factor in the timing of the attack so as to avoid doing it right at the beginning of the Obama administration, and the fact that they were sure of Bush's unconditional support.  But a minus was they anticipated it would weaken Abbas in the eyes of Palestinians.  One thing - in this article, Mr. Lee strongly insists that Hamas alone is responsible for the failure of the truce.  We need to correct him on this.


 

Bret Stephens (Wall Street Journal) - Write to bstephens@wsj.com
 

OPINION: GLOBAL VIEW - Hamas Knows One Big Thing
DECEMBER 30, 2008
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123059693797741083.html
 

Mr. Stephens describes Zionism goals and efforts at Statehood as completely legitimate while ignoring how this has been achieved at the expense of the native peoples of that land.  He then proceeds to speculate that in the end Israel's actions probably will only empower Hamas as it did Hezbollah in 2006.


 

Steve Weizman (Associated Press) - info@ap.com
 

Analysis: Gaza assault seemed inevitable
December 30, 2008 - 3:01 p.m. EST
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Gaza_Timing_Analysis.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/31/israeli_response_seen_as_inevitable/
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6187247.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/831493.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_gaza_timing_analysis.html
 

Weizman contends that there were both political considerations and military considerations behind the timing of the strike against Gaza.  The political ones were elections in both the USA and Israel, the military considerations were to halt the build-up of rockets and restore Israel's deterence ability.  And then there was the decision by Hamas to halt the truce.  Thus the attack was inevitable.  The article does describe the truce having been broken by both rocket fire and Israeli's excursion against the tunnel and refusal to significantly reduce the blockade.  The article also describes Hamas miscalculation that Israel actually would want to wait for Obama to start his term before attacking.


III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
1.  Special Focus Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS - all AP staff can be contact through - info@ap.com

Josef Federman, Karin Laub, Matthew Lee, Arthur Max, and Steve Weizman.

 

Miscellaneous Reporters   (contact info given below) -
 

Richard Boudreaux (LA Times) (2 op-eds) - boudreaux@latimes.com
 

Ethan Bronner (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ethan_bronner/index.html
Rosa Brooks (LA Times Columnist (2 op-eds)) - contact - http://rosabrooks.squarespace.com/
 

Kevin Clarke (Senior Editor of US Catholic) - editors@uscatholic.org
Alan M. Dershowitz (Professor at Harvard University, & Author (2 op-eds)) - dersh@law.harvard.edu
Jackson Diehl (deputy editorial page editor of Washington Post) - submit comment in form on this website - 

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/articles/jackson+diehl/
 

Eyad El-Sarraj (Psychiatrist, and founder/President of the Gaza Community 
Mental Health Program, and Commissioner of the Palestinian Independent Commission for Human Rights) -   eyadsarraj@gcmhp.net
 
Stephen Farrell (NY Times) - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/f/stephen_farrell/index.html
Gershom Gorenberg (Author) - gershomg@iol.co.il
 
Joel Greenberg (Chicago Tribune) - jogreenberg@tribune.com
David Grossman (Author) - info@killology.com
Yossi Klein Halevi (Fellow at the Shalem Center's Adelson Institute of Strategic Studies) - inquiries@shalem.org.il
 
Jim Hoagland (Washington Post Columnist) - send your message in the form found on this page -
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/jim+hoagland/
 
Nidal Ibrahim (former executive director of AAI) - no email found.

 
David Ignatius (Internet-Based Discussion Program Host) - input your comments into the form found on this page -  http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/david+ignatius/
 
Charles Krauthammer (Washington Post Columnist) - write him snail mails c/o The Washington Post Writers Group, 1150 15th Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20071

 
Daoud Kuttab (a Palestinian journalist and a former Ferris professor of journalism at Princeton University) -  info@daoudkuttab.com
Reda Mansour (an Israeli Druze & Consul General of Israel to the Southeastern United States) - consul.sec@atlanta.mfa.gov.il
 

Benny Morris (professor at Ben-Gurion University and author) - bennymo@bgu.ac.il
 

Yousef Munayyer (Policy Analyst for the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee) - yousef@adc.org
MIchael Oren (Professor at Georgetown University, and Fellow at the Shalem Center) - mo279@georgetown.edu
 

Sara Roy (Senior Researcher at Harvard university, and Author) - sroy@fas.harvard.edu
 

Bret Stephens (Wall Street Journal) - Write to bstephens@wsj.com
 

Cal Thomas (Chicago Tribune Columnist) - http://www.calthomas.com/forum/
 

Sandy Tolan (Author) - sandy@sandytolan.com
Newspapers (contact info given below) -




2.  All of this Week's Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -
ASSOCIATED PRESS - all staff can be contacted through the email address - info@ap.com
 

Ibrahim Barzak, Robert Burns, Dina Cappiello, Ali Akbar Dareini, Joelle Diderich, Sarah El Deeb, Giles Elgood, Saeed El-Nahdy, Tarek El-Tablawy, Steven Erlanger, Josef Federman, Ben Feller, Matti Friedman, Sam F. Ghattas, Selcan Hacaoglu, Diaa Hadid, Aron Heller, Hamza Hendawi, Pamela Hess, Ben Hubbard, Karel Janicek, Zeina Karam, Lee Keath, Jason Keyser, Karin Laub, Jill Lawless, Edith M. Lederer, Matthew Lee, Ben Leubsdorf, Arthur Max, Bassem Mroue, Dalia Nammari, Salah Nasrawi, Larry Neumeister, Jennifer Peltz, Sue Pleming, Deb Riechmann, Rebecca Santana, Paul Schemm, Adam Schreck, Amy Teibel, Steve Weizman


REUTERS - all staff can be reached through the Comment Input Form found on their website at this location - http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

Reporters & Writers - Silvia Aloisi, Nidal al-Mughrabi, Wafa Amr, Noah Barkin, Laure Bretton, Louis Charbonneau, Adrian Croft, Fredrik Dahl, Adam Entous, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Andras Gergely, Jonathan Gleave, Aaron Gray-Block, Douglas Hamilton, George Hatzidakis, Jeffrey Heller, Hossein Jaseb, Raissa Kasolowsky, Ulf Laessing, Ori Lewis, James Mackenzie, Angus MacSwan, Joseph Nasr, Jeremy Pelofsky, Ari Rabinovitch, Ali Sawafta, Alaa Shahine, Dan Williams, Patrick Worsnip, Tabassum Zakaria, 

Editors - Vicki Allen, Charles Dick, Ralph Gowling, Matthew Jones, Janet Lawrence, Angus MacSwan, Sandra Maler, Katie Nguyen, Chris Wilson, Patricia Zengerle, 


MISCELLANEOUS REPORTERS

Rushdi Abu Alouf,Los Angeles Times
Richard Boudreaux | Los Angeles Times
ETHAN BRONNER (NY Times)
Rosa Brooks (LA Times)
Ahmed Burai
Kevin Clarke
NOAM COHEN (NY Times)
MARGARET COKER (WSJ)
ALISON LEIGH COWAN
Borzou Daragahi (Chicago Tribune)
BOB DEANS (AJC)
ALAN M. DERSHOWITZ
Jackson Diehl, Washington Post
Dan Eggen, Washington Post Foreign Service
TAGHREED EL-KHODARY (NY Times)
Eyad El-Sarraj
STEPHEN FARRELL (NY Times)
FARNAZ FASSIHI
Gershom Gorenberg 
Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent
DAVID GROSSMAN (NY Times)
Larry Habegger (Chicago Tribune)
Carrie Johnson, Washington Post Staff Writer
YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI
Jim Hoagland (WPost)
Nidal Ibrahim, For the Journal-Constitution
David Ignatius (WPost)
Reyham Abdel Kareem, Washington Post Foreign Service
ISABEL KERSHNER (NY Times)
EZMI KESHAWI (WSJ)
Ashraf Khalil | Los Angeles Times
Charles Krauthammer, Washington Post Writers Group
Daoud Kuttab (WPost)
MARK LANDLER (NY Times)
CHARLES LEVINSON (WSJ)
JULIA MALONE (AJC)
Reda Mansour
MARK MAZZETTI (NY Times)
JOSHUA MITNICK (CSMonitor)
BENNY MORRIS
Ramin Mostaghim (Chicago Tribune)
Yousef Munayyer (Chicago Tribune)
STEVEN LEE MYERS
MICHAEL B. OREN
Sudarsan Raghavan, Washington Post Foreign Service
Paul Richter | Washington Bureau
Sara Roy
Stacy St. Clair | Tribune reporter
Craig Schneider, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Anthony Shadid, Washington Post Foreign Service
Liz Sly | Tribune correspondent
JAY SOLOMON (WSJ)
BRET STEPHENS (WSJ)
KRISTI E. SWARTZ, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Cal Thomas, Tribune Media Services
Sandy Tolan (CSMonitor)
Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service
Robin Wright (CSMonitor)
Newspapers -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org
 

The following pages on our website have lots of links to reports and studies of collective punishment in Gaza:

 

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBcollectivepunishment.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBenergyrestrictions.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBfooddistribution.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBeducation.htm
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBhealthcare.htm
 

 

1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).


(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 
 
VI.  FULL TEXT OF SPECIAL FOCUS ARTICLES
======Accurate Article #1 about the Failure of the Truce ================

 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-fg-gaza19-2008dec19,0,2438698.story
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/36429504.html
Hamas Formally Ends Truce With Israel
 
By Richard Boudreaux 
December 19, 2008

The militant group refuses to extend the cease-fire. It blames Israel for not lifting a crippling blockade of the Gaza Strip.

Reporting from Jerusalem - Hamas declared a formal end to its cease-fire with Israel on Thursday, ruling out an extension of a 6-month-old pact that had begun to fray weeks ago with tit-for-tat attacks across Israel's border with the Gaza Strip.

 

Fawzi Barhoum, a spokesman for the militant group that controls Gaza, said the truce would expire early today. He said it was not being renewed because "the enemy refused to comply" with promises to lift a crippling blockade of the Palestinian enclave.

 

The decision's immediate effect was unclear. Hamas stopped short of threatening an escalation of rocket and mortar attacks, and Israeli officials said they were reluctant to launch a major military offensive in the densely populated territory. The border remained quiet in the first hour after the truce lapsed.

 

But the collapse of the Egyptian-brokered accord dimmed hope of a long-term calm that could help Israel avoid friction with moderate Arab nations.

 

Hamas bars hajj pilgrims from leaving Gaza 


Israel rebuffs U.N. plea to ease Gaza blockade It raised the threat of fresh strikes on southern Israeli towns within rocket range of Gaza and a tighter squeeze on the coastal strip's 1.5 million Palestinians, already short of food, fuel, electricity and other essentials.

 

"The truce was always fragile, with numerous violations by each side from the beginning," said Robert A. Pastor, an American University professor who joined former President Carter in meeting with Hamas leaders in Syria last weekend and then traveled here without Carter to discuss the truce with Israeli officials.

 

Pastor said both sides still had an opportunity to revive the accord and expand it, "but this will become less likely if the pattern of rockets and retaliation continues."

 

Israel has sharply restricted movement across its border with Gaza since Hamas, whose charter calls for destroying the Jewish state, won the Palestinian Authority's parliamentary elections in early 2006 and launched near-daily rocket attacks from Gaza. The boycott was tightened after the Islamic group seized full control of the territory in June 2007, ousting the rival secular-led Fatah movement.

 

Hamas' truce with Israel was the first such accord to call for easing the blockade. It was conditioned on observance of a "mutual and simultaneous calm" by the Israeli army and Gaza's well-armed paramilitary units.

 

Although violence and casualties dropped sharply, neither side was satisfied. Hamas complained that Israel allowed far less than the promised restoration of cross-border deliveries to mid-2007 levels.

 

The United Nations and other observers supported this assertion and accused Israel of inflicting collective punishment on Gaza's civilian population.

 

According to U.N. data, the number of truckloads of food and humanitarian supplies reaching Gaza rose during the truce to a peak of 2,593 per month but remained far below the 9,400 monthly average before mid-2007.

 

Supplies of industrial diesel fuel also rose, to 676,000 gallons per week, but remained short of the 924,000 gallons needed each week to operate Gaza's only power plant at full capacity, according to Gisha, an Israeli group that advocates freer movement over the Gaza border.

 

Israeli officials countered that any shortages should be blamed on Hamas' unceasing belligerence. Although rocket and mortar attacks dropped to one a week during early autumn, they never stopped, and Israel said Hamas used the calm to replenish its arsenal by smuggling in weapons from Egypt.

 

The truce began to unravel Nov. 4 when Israeli forces entered Gaza for the first time since June to blow up a tunnel that, according to Israel, Hamas was digging as part of a plan to capture Israeli soldiers along the border. Six Hamas members were killed during the operation.

 

Since then, Hamas and smaller groups in Gaza have fired nearly 300 rockets and mortar shells into Israel, the Israeli military said. At least 10 more Palestinian militants have been killed in Israeli assaults.

 

For the first time since the truce took effect, Israeli fighter jets roared over Gaza on Thursday, targeting rocket launchers and arms depots.

 

Although the violence is less intense than it was before the truce, Israel has imposed a near-total closure of the border since early November, causing frequent electricity blackouts, food shortages and a depletion of cash reserves in Gaza banks. On Thursday, the U.N. Relief and Works Agency, which feeds half of Gaza's population, ran out of donated food and closed its warehouses.

 

Israeli officials said the unwritten truce agreement had no expiration date. Wary of a confrontation that could cause heavy casualties on both sides, they had hoped Hamas would agree to extend it.

 

But indirect talks brokered by Egypt failed last weekend to achieve a new understanding. Hamas said its demands for unrestricted movement of goods through the border were rejected.

 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak said Wednesday that Israel would react cautiously to the end of the truce.

"We are not afraid of launching a large-scale military operation in Gaza, but there is no need to rush into it," he said. "When the situation requires us to, we will act."

 

Special correspondent Rushdi abu Alouf in Gaza City contributed to this report.
 
 

======Accurate Article #2 about the Failure of the Truce================
 
News Analysis: Gaza Truce May Be Revived by Necessity

By ETHAN BRONNER
Published: December 19, 2008

 


JERUSALEM — Rockets are flying from Gaza into southern Israeli communities again. Israeli warplanes are firing missiles back, and Israel is closing the crossings through which food and fuel are supplied. The United Nations agency that feeds Palestinian refugees in Gaza says its stocks of flour are exhausted.

 

In other words, the six-month truce that Israel and Hamas, the militant Palestinian leaders of Gaza, agreed to on June 19 is over. On Friday, Hamas officially declared in a statement that the ceasefire had expired, saying the truce would not be renewed because Israel was failing to fulfill its “fundamental conditions and obligations.” The end of the truce was greeted by relative calm, with only a scattering of rocket attacks and no major Israeli military activity. Officials and analysts on both sides say that things are likely to deteriorate further in the short term, but that both sides need the truce, so they will probably grope their way back to it. The question is how soon and after how much suffering.

 

Israel and Hamas accuse each other of bad faith and of violations of the Egyptian-mediated accord, and each side has a point. Rockets from Gaza never stopped entirely during the truce, and Israel never allowed a major renewed flow of goods into Gaza, crippling its economy. This is at least partly because the agreement had no mutually agreed text or enforcement mechanism; neither side wanted to grant the legitimacy to the other that such a document would imply. 

 

“I think it is going to get a lot worse before it gets better,” remarked Robert A. Pastor, who has been traveling in the region with former President Jimmy Carter, meeting with Hamas and other officials. “It did lead to a significant reduction in the number of rockets fired at Israel until November, but the truce had less impact on the goods going in. One hopes both sides learn lessons and agree on a text and publicize it.”

 

There seems little likelihood of that happening soon. Hamas considers Israel an illegitimate state and is doctrinally committed to its destruction, while Israel views Hamas as a terrorist group that must be dismantled. Yet each needs the other to hold its fire. That is why negotiations over another truce have started, again through Egypt. Separately, the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, was due to hold what is likely to be a final meeting with President Bush in Washington on Friday to discuss peace negotiations. He had called for Hamas to renew the truce.

 

Hamas officials say it was their understanding at the time that two weeks after the June 19 accord took effect Israel would open the crossings and allow the transfer of goods that had been banned or restricted after June 2007, when Hamas waged a violent takeover of Gaza. 

 

Their job, the Hamas officials said, was to stop the rocket attacks on Israel not only from its own armed groups, but also from others based in Gaza, including Islamic Jihad and Al Aksa Martyrs Brigades. 

 

It took some days, but they were largely successful. Hamas imposed its will and even imprisoned some of those who were firing rockets. Israeli and United Nations figures show that while more than 300 rockets were fired into Israel in May, 10 to 20 were fired in July, depending on who was counting and whether mortar rounds were included. In August, 10 to 30 were fired, and in September, 5 to 10.

 

But the goods shipments, while up some 25 to 30 percent and including a mix of more items, never began to approach what Hamas thought it was going to get: a return to the 500 to 600 truckloads delivered daily before the closing, including appliances, construction materials and other goods essential for life beyond mere survival. Instead, the number of trucks increased to around 90 from around 70. 

 

Israeli officials acknowledged that transferring previously banned goods had been the plan, but said that there was no specific date for the increase and that it was to happen in steps. But the rockets never fully stopped.

 

“The Palestinians wanted to have one or two rockets a week to keep our people in tension and still tell people inside Gaza, ‘See, we continue to fight and we continue to bring in goods,’” said Shlomo Dror, chief spokesman for Israel’s Defense Ministry. “The moment we fail to react to one rocket we encourage them. Our only choice was to close the crossings when rockets came in.”

 

In addition, Israeli forces continued to attack Hamas and other militants in the West Bank, prompting Palestinian militants in Gaza to fire rockets. The Israeli military also found several dozen improvised explosive devices used against its vehicles on the Gaza border and about a dozen cases of sniper fire from Gaza directed at its forces.

 

While this back-and-forth did not topple the agreement, Israel’s decision in early November to destroy a tunnel Hamas had been digging near the border drove the cycle of violence to a much higher level. Israel says the tunnel could have been dug only for the purpose of trying to seize a soldier, like Cpl. Gilad Shalit, the Israeli held by Hamas for the past two and a half years. Israel’s attack on the tunnel killed six Hamas militants, and each side has stepped up attacks since.

 

Israel was actually hoping that the agreement would lead to progress on Corporal Shalit’s release, or at least to increased information on his condition or negotiations over an exchange for him. But Hamas said the Shalit case was entirely separate from the accord, just as Israel had rejected the request by Hamas to have the truce suspend attacks on its men in the West Bank. There, too, Hamas had hopes that the accord would create some changes that did not take place.

 

Israel’s focus on Corporal Shalit and Hamas’s focus on the West Bank are examples of why the agreement, without a text or enforcement mechanism, has been so problematic, with each side relying on its own desires rather than on mutually agreed steps. But given each side’s refusal to acknowledge the other’s legitimacy, another such accord of winks and nods seems the likely outcome of any coming negotiations. 

 

 

Taghreed El-Khodary contributed reporting from Gaza.
======Excellent Article about Internal Israeli Discrimination=================
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Israeli Arabs on Gaza firing line lack shelter

 
By ARTHUR MAX, Associated Press Writer
January 4, 2009
 

RAHAT, Israel -- A rocket exploded a few hundred yards from Mateb Abu Nasr's house, driving home the message that tens of thousands of Israeli Arabs living within range of militant attacks from Gaza are just as vulnerable as their Jewish neighbors. 
 

But there's a difference: When the wailing sirens warned of an incoming missile, Abu Nasr's family had nowhere to hide. 
 

Homes in Jewish towns and settlements are required to have one room with reinforced walls and a steel door. Public bomb shelters are accessible, and protective barriers even have been erected in rural areas. 
 

The Arab town of Rahat, population 45,000, is about 24 miles from Gaza and is situated on the outer perimeter reachable by the long-range rockets that Hamas has unleashed for the first time. Few homes here have a safety room, and there are no public shelters 
 

"This is clear discrimination," said Hassan el-Rafia, an Arab regional official, who says the lack of 
defenses is typical of the way Israel treats its Arab citizens. Arabs comprise about 20 percent of 
Israel's population of 7 million people. 
 

The Israeli army said it has launched a public information campaign in Arabic-speaking towns like 
Rahat with the help of Bedouin army veterans and through Arabic language broadcast and print media.  They are encouraging people to keep their radios to a special silent frequency that turns on only to broadcast air-raid alerts. 

Militants from the Hamas movement that rules Gaza have fired dozens of rockets daily at Israeli towns and settlements since a six-month cease-fire expired last month. Israel launched a massive air campaign Dec. 27 and a ground invasion Saturday night meant to silence the rockets. 
 

More than 480 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza, according to Gaza health officials. 
 

In Israel, Hamas rockets have killed four people _ two of them Arabs. One was a soldier from the 
Druse sect from northern Israel. The second was a construction worker in Ashkelon, the closest 
Israeli city to Gaza. 
 

The missile fired Tuesday overshot Rahat by about half a mile, landing on the hilly outskirts between clusters of squat, tin-roofed buildings and a few black Bedouin tents. 
 

"We saw it go right over that olive tree," said Abu Nasr, pointing to a tiny grove 100 feet from his 
home of cinder block and cement. "When it started to descend we could see a tail of white smoke." 
 

The missile blasted a 5-foot-wide hole in the hard, barren land, harmlessly scattering shrapnel and pellets. Children gathered up metal shards as souvenirs, while adults filmed the semi-buried warhead on their cellphone cameras. 
 

"Another 100 yards and a lot of people would have been killed," said Abu Nasr, 36, a high school 
teacher. 
 

Like many of the Palestinians of Gaza, the Abu Nasr clan and thousands of other people were displaced after the 1948 war that led to Israel's statehood. Unlike the Gaza Palestinians, they stayed in Israel and became citizens. But land disputes were never settled, and many live in simple homes built illegally and under constant threat of having their homes bulldozed. 
 

Since the 1960s, Israel has encouraged the once-nomadic Bedouin Arabs to move into towns built for them, like Rahat. 
 

But many rejected the urban lifestyle. About 76,000 Bedouins now live in villages that have not been recognized by the government and receive no services such as city water, roads or health facilities, says Physicians for Human Rights, a group that has been operating clinics and lobbying on land issues for 20 years. 
 

"They are stuck in the middle between demolition by Israel and the missiles from Gaza," said Wassim Abbas, a spokesman for the organization. 
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Attacks Further Split Arab Rulers, People - Leaders Assailed Over Censure of Hamas

By Anthony Shadid, Washington Post Foreign Service

Sunday, January 4, 2009; A15

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010302017.html

Turkey seeks end to Gaza violence 

By SELCAN HACAOGLU, Associated Press Writer

January 3, 2009 - 9:33 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Turkey_Gaza_Violence.html

Turkey engages in shuttle-diplomacy over Gaza, Turks denounce Israel

By SELCAN HACAOGLU | Associated Press Writer 

8:33 AM CST, January 3, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-turkey-gaza-violence,0,4401778.story

Czech Republic takes over EU presidency 

By KAREL JANICEK, Associated Press Writer

January 1, 2009 - 1:49 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_EU_Czech_Presidency.html

Czech Republic takes over six-month rotating EU presidency amid economic crisis, treaty woes

By KAREL JANICEK | Associated Press Writer 

12:49 PM CST, January 1, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-eu-czech-presidency,0,4579968.story

Czech Republic takes over EU presidency

By KAREL JANICEK, The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 1, 2009; 1:49 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010101295.html

Arabs tone down New Year fests amid Gaza violence 

By ADAM SCHRECK, AP Business Writer

December 31, 2008 - 12:38 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Mideast_Gaza_New_Year.html

Foreign Leaders Push Israel to Cease Fire on Gaza

By JOSHUA MITNICK and MARGARET COKER

DECEMBER 31, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123063274368542151.html

Saudi FM criticizes Palestinians

By SALAH NASRAWI, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; 3:37 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/31/AR2008123101383.html

Arabs scramble to cancel or tone down New Year's Eve celebrations because of Gaza violence

By ADAM SCHRECK | AP Business Writer 

11:39 AM CST, December 31, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/sns-ap-ml-mideast-gaza-new-year,0,5912459.story

EDITORIAL:  Divided on Gaza - Israel's offensive gives Iran and its allies a way to pressure Egypt, Jordan and 

other Arab "moderates."

Tuesday, December 30, 2008; Page A14

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122901895.html

US, UN, EU and Russia urge immediate Gaza truce

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press

Tuesday, December 30, 2008; 5:49 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123000443.html

Truth must beat global enemy of terrorism

By Reda Mansour

Monday, December 29, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2008/12/29/mansoured.html
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Gaza strike protesters gather near Obama's South Side home

By Stacy St. Clair | Tribune reporter 

January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-palestine-protests-04jan04,0,5147796.story

Thousands across the Middle East protest Israeli ground invasion in Gaza Strip

By BASSEM MROUE | Associated Press Writer 

9:51 PM CST, January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-mideast-israel-palestinians,0,7261282.story

Rally in Bloomington targets Gaza incursion

Associated Press 

4:48 PM CST, January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-in-bloomington-gazap,0,1431692.story

Thousands across Middle East protest Gaza attack

By BASSEM MROUE, The Associated Press

Sunday, January 4, 2009; 10:50 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/04/AR2009010400529.html

Pro-Palestinian protesters march on CNN headquarters

By KRISTI E. SWARTZ, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Saturday, January 03, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/metro/atlanta/stories/2009/01/03/protest_palestine_israel_atlanta.html

European protesters urge end to offensive on Gaza 

By JILL LAWLESS, Associated Press Writer

January 3, 2009 - 3:46 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/EU_Europe_Gaza_Protests.html

Muslims step up Israel protests - Gaza attacks widen Palestinians' rift

Richard Boudreaux and Ashraf Khalil | Los Angeles Times 

January 3, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/custom/religion/bal-te.gaza03jan03,0,4261258.story

Hurling shoes, tens of thousands of protesters in Europe urge end to Israeli offensive on Gaza

By JILL LAWLESS | Associated Press Writer 

2:47 PM CST, January 3, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-europe-gaza-protests,0,4804223.story

European protesters urge end to offensive on Gaza

By JILL LAWLESS, The Associated Press

Saturday, January 3, 2009; 3:46 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010300960.html

Thousands protest in Europe at Gaza offensive

By Adrian Croft, Laure Bretton, Noah Barkin, Raissa Kasolowsky, George Hatzidakis, Andras Gergely, Jonathan 

Gleave, Ulf Laessing, Silvia Aloisi, James Mackenzie, Aaron Gray-Block; Editing by Janet Lawrence, Reuters

Saturday, January 3, 2009; 4:07 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010301004.html

Muslims around the world protest Gaza assault 

By REBECCA SANTANA, Associated Press Writer

January 2, 2009 - 9:10 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Palestinians_Protests.html

Protests against Israeli assault on Gaza Strip sweep Mideast, Muslim world

By REBECCA SANTANA | Associated Press Writer 

8:10 PM CST, January 2, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-palestinians-protests,0,2321894.story

Chicagoans protest Gaza assault

Associated Press 

5:17 PM CST, January 2, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-il-israel-palestinia,0,5447773.story

Muslims around the world protest Gaza assault

By REBECCA SANTANA, The Associated Press

Friday, January 2, 2009; 9:10 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010200932.html

Hundreds in Mich., NYC, LOS protest Gaza attack 

By BEN LEUBSDORF, Associated Press Writer

December 31, 2008 - 8:21 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/National/US_Israel_Palestinians_Protest.html

Pro-Palestinian protesters take to the streets in Michigan, New York City and Los Angeles

By BEN LEUBSDORF | Associated Press Writer

7:21 AM CST, December 31, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-us-israel-palestinians-protest,0,4270810.story

Hundreds in Mich., NYC, LOS protest Gaza attack

By BEN LEUBSDORF, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; 8:21 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/31/AR2008123100521.html

Arab outrage over Gaza carnage targets Egypt 

By SARAH EL DEEB, Associated Press Writer

December 30, 2008 - 2:55 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Egypt_Gaza.html

Arabs outraged by bloodshed in Gaza venting their anger at Egypt, as much as at Israel

By SARAH EL DEEB | Associated Press Writer 

1:55 PM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-egypt-gaza,0,3174872.story

Gaza Protests Now Target Arab Leaders

By FARNAZ FASSIHI

DECEMBER 30, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123059741141541147.html

Arab outrage over Gaza carnage targets Egypt

By SARAH EL DEEB, The Associated Press

Tuesday, December 30, 2008; 2:55 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123001762.html

Attacks on Gaza Spur Anti-Israel Protests Across Region

By FARNAZ FASSIHI

DECEMBER 29, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123051201513538497.html

Thousands protest Gaza assault in Lebanon

By ZEINA KARAM, The Associated Press

Monday, December 29, 2008; 1:28 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122900792.html

=================

(I.8) Egypt (5)

=================

World Watch - Egypt

—Larry Habegger 

January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/travel/chi-world-watch-0104_rjan04,0,4493290.story

Egypt Pressed on Gaza From Without and Within 

By STEVEN ERLANGER

Published: January 2, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/03/world/middleeast/03egypt.html

Egypt FM: Hamas must stop rockets in any truce 

By LEE KEATH, Associated Press Writer

January 1, 2009 - 3:23 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Arabs_Israel_Palestinians.html

Egypt's FM says Hamas must stop rockets in any truce deal

By LEE KEATH | Associated Press Writer 

2:24 PM CST, January 1, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-arabs-israel-palestinians,0,5839020.story

Egypt FM: Hamas must stop rockets in any truce

By LEE KEATH, The Associated Press

Thursday, January 1, 2009; 3:23 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010101221.html

================

(I.7) Iran (9)

================

Nobel Peace Prize laureate Shirin Ebadi of Iran is threatened at her home

By Ramin Mostaghim and Borzou Daragahi 

January 3, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-fg-iran-ebadi3-2009jan03,0,1031418.story

Iran Nobel laureate accused of Israeli bias: activist

Reporting by Hossein Jaseb; Writing by Fredrik Dahl; Editing by Katie Nguyen, Reuters 

Thursday, January 1, 2009; 2:26 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010101372.html

Volunteer suicide bombers seek to attack Israel

By ALI AKBAR DAREINI, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; 12:08 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/31/AR2008123100293.html

Iranian students break into UK Embassy residence

December 30, 2008 - 4:06 p.m. EST

The Associated Press

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Iran_Britain_Gaza.html

Iran confirms jailing Iranian-Canadian blogger

The Associated Press

December 30, 2008 - 6:28 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Iran_Blogger_Detained.html

Iranian authorities confirm detention of Iranian-Canadian blogger who traveled to Israel

By Associated Press 

5:28 PM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-iran-blogger-detained,0,1998761.story

Iran confirms jailing Iranian-Canadian blogger

The Associated Press 

Tuesday, December 30, 2008; 6:28 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123002394.html

Iranian group recruits volunteers to fight Israel 

By ALI AKBAR DAREINI, Associated Press Writer

December 29, 2008 - 4:23 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Iran_Israel.html

Iranian group recruits volunteers to fight Israel

By ALI AKBAR DAREINI, The Associated Press 

Monday, December 29, 2008; 4:23 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122900478.html

=========================================

(I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks with Israel (5)

=========================================

Palestinian police ban pro-Hamas protests 

By DALIA NAMMARI, Associated Press Writer

January 2, 2009 - 7:50 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Crushing_Dissent.html

Palestinian police crack down on pro-Hamas demos across the West Bank

By DALIA NAMMARI | Associated Press Writer 

6:50 PM CST, January 2, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-crushing-dissent,0,4025806.story

THE GAZA CONFLICT: Rockets force Israel to rethink pullback

By Aron Heller, Matti Friedman, Associated Press

Thursday, January 01, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2009/01/01/rockets.html

Rockets make Israel rethink West Bank pullback

By ARON HELLER and MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; 11:25 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/31/AR2008123100312.html

Olmert blocked from peace goal

By Jackson Diehl, Washington Post

Tuesday, December 30, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2008/12/30/diehled.html

===================================

(I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (2)

===================================

Hezbollah protests but doesn’t fight

By Sam F. Ghattas, Associated Press

Wednesday, December 31, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/31/hezbollah.html

Lebanon's Hezbollah watches and protests as Israeli hits ally Hamas

By SAM F. GHATTAS | Associated Press Writer 

11:43 AM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-lebanon-hezbollah,0,5743503.story

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (11)

===============================

UN chief to meet Arab ministers on Gaza

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Sunday, January 4, 2009; 8:33 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/04/AR2009010400326.html

U.S. thwarts Libyan push for Gaza truce demand at U.N.

By Louis Charbonneau, Editing by Patricia Zengerle and Chris Wilson, Reuters 

Saturday, January 3, 2009; 11:50 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010302452.html

UN: Gaza faces 'alarming' humanitarian situation 

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Associated Press Writer

January 1, 2009 - 2:32 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_Israel_Palestinians_Humanitarian.html

UN: Gaza faces 'alarming' humanitarian situation

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 1, 2009; 2:32 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010100171.html

Divisions Deep at Arab League Meeting 

By STEVEN ERLANGER

Published: December 31, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/01/world/middleeast/01arab.html

Gaza dominates Gulf leaders summit 

By SAEED EL-NAHDY and TAREK EL-TABLAWY, Associated Press Writers

December 30, 2008 - 11:46 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Finance_General/ML_Oman_Gulf_Summit.html

Gaza attacks consume GCC leaders at summit; monetary union agreement reached

By SAEED EL-NAHDY and TAREK EL-TABLAWY | Associated Press Writers 

10:46 AM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/sns-ap-ml-oman-gulf-summit,0,69328.story

Gaza dominates Gulf leaders summit

By SAEED EL-NAHDY and TAREK EL-TABLAWY, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, December 30, 2008; 11:46 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123000505.html

UN official says Israel attacked during lull 

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Associated Press Writer

December 29, 2008 - 9:35 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_Israel_Gaza_Attack.html

UN ambassador says Israel seeks to 'destroy' Hamas

By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press 

Monday, December 29, 2008; 6:22 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122901161.html

UN official says Israel attacked during lull

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Monday, December 29, 2008; 9:35 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122902216.html

===========================================

(II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (1)

===========================================

Op-Ed Contributor: Why Israel Feels Threatened 

By BENNY MORRIS

Published: December 29, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/30/opinion/30morris.html?scp=29&sq=Israel&st=cse

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (147)

==========================

Fear, shortages for civilians caught in Gaza fight 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and BEN HUBBARD, Associated Press Writers

January 4, 2009 - 5:22 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Civilians_Exposed.html

Israeli troops enter Gaza - Ground thrust follows days of air raids on Hamas stronghold.

By Ibrahim Barzak, Jason Keyser, Associated Press

Sunday, January 04, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2009/01/04/gaza.html

Analysis: In Gaza, Israel tries to excise Lebanon 

By JOSEF FEDERMAN, Associated Press Writer

January 4, 2009 - 1:55 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Lessons_of_Lebanon_Analysis.html

Israeli Arabs on Gaza firing line lack shelter 

By ARTHUR MAX, Associated Press Writer

January 4, 2009 - 3:38 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Frontline_Arabs.html

ICRC: Israel, Hamas must stop targeting civilians

The Associated Press

January 4, 2009 - 3:43 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Red_Cross_Gaza.html

Israel raises stakes with invasion - Hamas warns that 'graveyard' awaits Israeli troops rolling into the Gaza 

Strip

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

12:22 AM CST, January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-gaza-israeljan04,0,7697578.story

As Israeli ground offensive grows, so do hardships for Gaza residents

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

10:41 PM CST, January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-israel-gaza_greenberg.1jan05,0,2438891.story

Civilians in Gaza live with fear, shortages as Israeli troops enter

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and BEN HUBBARD | Associated Press Writers 

4:22 PM CST, January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-civilians-exposed,0,3716510.story

Analysis: Israel tries to excise bitter memories of Lebanon with Gaza offensive

By JOSEF FEDERMAN | Associated Press Writer 

12:55 PM CST, January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-lessons-of-lebanon-analysis,0,6321759.story

Israeli Arabs learn they are vulnerable to Gaza rockets, but have nowhere to hide

By ARTHUR MAX | Associated Press Writer 

2:38 AM CST, January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-frontline-arabs,0,1951660.story

Israel, Hamas must stop targeting civilians in Gaza fighting, international Red Cross says

By Associated Press 

2:43 PM CST, January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-red-cross-gaza,0,907619.story

Israeli troops clash with Gaza fighters as ground invasion begins

By Richard Boudreaux 

January 4, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/washingtondc/la-fg-gaza4-2009jan04,0,3957650.story

Israeli Troops Cross Gaza Border

By CHARLES LEVINSON

JANUARY 4, 2009, 1:14 A.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123099142102451303.html

Doctors Struggle With Shortages

WSJ Staff

JANUARY 4, 2009, 5:52 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123110401302752049.html

EDITORIAL:  Escalation in Gaza

With no diplomatic solution on the horizon, Israel launches a risky ground attack.

Sunday, January 4, 2009; Page B06

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010301744.html

As the Troops Enter, We Fear the Worst

By Eyad El-Sarraj

Sunday, January 4, 2009; B01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010202195.html

Invasion Offers Benefits but Also Risks to Both Sides

By Sudarsan Raghavan and Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Sunday, January 4, 2009; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010302154.html

Israeli Forces Enter Gaza Strip

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Sunday, January 4, 2009; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010300320.html

Fear, shortages for civilians caught in Gaza fight

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Sunday, January 4, 2009; 5:22 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/04/AR2009010400547.html

Israeli troops and tanks slice deep into Gaza

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and JASON KEYSER, The Associated Press

Sunday, January 4, 2009; 11:20 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/04/AR2009010400263.html

Israeli Arabs on Gaza firing line lack shelter

By ARTHUR MAX, The Associated Press 

Sunday, January 4, 2009; 3:38 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/04/AR2009010400253.html

Israeli tanks, soldiers invade Gaza Strip

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Jeffrey Heller, Adam Entous, Dan Williams; Editing by Matthew Jones, Reuters

Sunday, January 4, 2009; 1:44 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010300622.html

Invasion of Gaza appears imminent

By Ashraf Khalil, Rushdi Abu Alouf,Los Angeles Times

Saturday, January 03, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2009/01/03/mideast.html

Thunder of artillery signals ground push on Gaza 

By ARTHUR MAX, Associated Press Writer

January 3, 2009 - 7:34 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Gaza_Assault.html

Analysis: Ground operation is a race against time

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune staff reporter

January 3, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-090103-israel-operation-link,0,2901191.story

8 more Palestinians die as Israel, Hamas trade aerial blows

By Ashraf Khalil and Rushdi Abu Alouf | Tribune Newspapers 

January 3, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-gaza_03jan03,0,1547717.story

Thunder of artillery and whine of tank engines signal start of Israel's ground assault on Gaza

By ARTHUR MAX | Associated Press Writer 

6:34 PM CST, January 3, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-gaza-assault,0,2534551.story

News Analysis: Is the Real Target Hamas Rule? 

By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: January 3, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/04/world/middleeast/04assess.html?scp=19&sq=Israel&st=cse

Escalation Feared as Israel, Continuing Bombing, Lets Foreigners Leave Gaza 

By ISABEL KERSHNER and TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

January 3, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/03/world/middleeast/03mideast.html?scp=13&sq=Israel&st=cse

Israeli Troops Launch Attack on Gaza 

By ISABEL KERSHNER and TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

Published: January 3, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/04/world/middleeast/04mideast.html?scp=20&sq=Israel&st=cse

The New Meaning of an Old Battle 

By STEVEN LEE MYERS

Published: January 3, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/04/weekinreview/04myers.html?scp=39&sq=Israel&st=cse

Israeli Ground-Invasion Threat Looms in Gaza 

By MARGARET COKER

JANUARY 3, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123088767368548829.html

Israeli air strike kills top Hamas military leader

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Adam Entous, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Ori Lewis, Jeremy Pelofsky, Jeffrey Heller, Douglas 

Hamilton, Editing by Matthew Jones, Reuters

Saturday, January 3, 2009; 1:18 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010200185.html

Israel careful, fair with foe sacrificing its own civilians

By Charles Krauthammer, Washington Post Writers Group

Friday, January 02, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2009/01/02/krauthammered.html

Hamas resilient despite Israeli onslaught 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and KARIN LAUB, Associated Press Writers

January 2, 2009 - 5:20 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Resilient_Hamas.html

Gazans with foreign passports flee bloodshed 

By ARON HELLER, Associated Press Writer

January 2, 2009 - 1:37 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Fleeing_Gaza.html

Captured Israeli soldier's fate becomes murky 

By ARTHUR MAX, Associated Press Writer

January 2, 2009 - 5:09 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Gaza_Hostage.html

Key Hamas leader killed in Gaza strikes

By Ashraf Khalil and Ahmed Burai

January 2, 2009

www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-fg-gaza2-2009jan02,0,6920458.story

Israel goes after Hamas, but Islamic militants prove resilient

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and KARIN LAUB | Associated Press Writers 

4:20 AM CST, January 2, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-resilient-hamas,0,3310638.story

Palestinians with foreign passports cross into Israel, fleeing Gaza bloodshed

By ARON HELLER | Associated Press Writer 

12:37 PM CST, January 2, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-fleeing-gaza,0,2254054.story

Israeli attacks complicate attempts to free soldier held in Gaza for last 2½ years

By ARTHUR MAX | Associated Press Writer 

4:09 AM CST, January 2, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-gaza-hostage,0,3583109.story

Israel's 'victories' in Gaza come at a steep price - The Jewish ethical tradition means embracing Palestinians, 

too.

By Sara Roy

from the January 2, 2009 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0102/p09s01-coop.html

Israel Discusses Cease-Fire Amid New Attacks on Hamas

By MARGARET COKER in Jerusalem and JAY SOLOMON in Washington

JANUARY 2, 2009

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123080936158146821.html

Israel's Policy Is Perfectly 'Proportionate'- Opinion: Hamas are the real war criminals in this conflict

By ALAN M. DERSHOWITZ

JANUARY 2, 2009, 1:35 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123085925621747981.html

Moral Clarity in Gaza

By Charles Krauthammer

Friday, January 2, 2009; A15

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010101780.html

On Both Sides of the Border, Wounded Bodies and Minds

By Sudarsan Raghavan and Reyham Abdel Kareem, Washington Post Foreign Service

Friday, January 2, 2009; A10

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010102061.html

Senior Hamas Leader Killed

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Friday, January 2, 2009; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010101141.html

Israeli airstrike kills a top Hamas leader

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and JASON KEYSER, The Associated Press

Friday, January 2, 2009; 12:23 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010100312.html

Gazans with foreign passports flee bloodshed

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press

Friday, January 2, 2009; 1:37 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010201336.html

US-NEWS: Israeli strike kills senior Hamas leader 

Reuters 

Friday, January 2, 2009; 2:45 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010100241.html

ISRAEL’S ATTACK ON GAZA STRIP: CON: Israeli actions prolong the violence

By Nidal Ibrahim, For the Journal-Constitution

Thursday, January 01, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2009/01/01/ibrahimed.html

ISRAEL’S ATTACK ON GAZA STRIP: PRO: No peace until Hamas is destroyed

By Cal Thomas, Tribune Media Services

Thursday, January 01, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2009/01/01/thomased.html

Fighting in dense Gaza brings child casualties 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, Associated Press Writer

January 1, 2009 - 5:58 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Children_Casualties.html

THE GAZA CONFLICT: Israel moves troops to border - Assault rages on with no truce in sight

By Ibrahim Barzak, Jason Keyser, Associated Press

Thursday, January 01, 2009

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2009/01/01/gaza.html

Israelis feel empowered by attacks against Hamas 

By MATTI FRIEDMAN and ARON HELLER, Associated Press Writer

January 1, 2009 - 3:22 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Mood.html

Rockets are again at the heart of a Mideast war 

By HAMZA HENDAWI, Associated Press Writer

January 1, 2009 - 3:09 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Mideast_The_Rocket_Factor.html

Israel targets Gaza mosques used by Hamas 

By ARTHUR MAX, Associated Press Writer

January 1, 2009 - 2:34 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Gaza_Mosques.html

Israel rebuffs calls for halt in airstrikes

By Richard Boudreaux | Tribune Newspapers 

January 1, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-gaza_01jan01,0,4560245.story

Escaping the Gaza ghetto

By Kevin Clarke, senior editor at U.S. Catholic

January 1, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-oped0101conflictjan01,0,4841974.story

Stikes on Hamas sites in densely populated Gaza brings civilian casualties, including children

By IBRAHIM BARZAK | Associated Press Writer 

4:58 PM CST, January 1, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-children-casualties,0,7711949.story

Many Israelis feel empowered by attacks against Hamas: 'Finally there is some hope'

By MATTI FRIEDMAN and ARON HELLER | Associated Press Writer 

2:22 PM CST, January 1, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-mood,0,6478142.story

2 years after Hezbollah-Israel war, rockets are again at heart of a Mideast war

By HAMZA HENDAWI | Associated Press Writer 

2:09 PM CST, January 1, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-mideast-the-rocket-factor,0,1583725.story

Gaza faces 'alarming' humanitarian situation with power plant shut and limited food, UN says

By EDITH M. LEDERER | Associated Press Writer 

1:32 AM CST, January 1, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-israel-palestinians-humanitarian,0,7136979.story

Israel bombs Gaza mosques, claiming misuse by Hamas as militant centers

By ARTHUR MAX | Associated Press Writer 

1:34 AM CST, January 1, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-gaza-mosques,0,1677998.story

Israel rebuffs calls for 48-hour truce in Gaza

 By Richard Boudreaux

January 01, 2009

http://articles.latimes.com/2009/01/01/news/fg-gaza1

Israel can't bomb its way to peace

Rosa Brooks 

January 1, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/commentary/la-oe-brooks1-2009jan01,0,1413272.column

Israel Rejects Cease-Fire, but Offers Gaza Aid 

By ETHAN BRONNER

January 1, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/01/world/middleeast/01mideast.html?scp=12&sq=Israel&st=cse

In a Broadening Offensive, Israel Steps Up Diplomacy 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: January 1, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/02/world/middleeast/02mideast.html?scp=14&sq=Israel&st=cse

Israel Rejects Proposal for 48-Hour Truce - Ground Incursion Looms as Hamas's Rockets Hit Farther

By Sudarsan Raghavan, Washington Post Foreign Service

Thursday, January 1, 2009; A10

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/31/AR2008123100467.html

Fighting in dense Gaza brings child casualties

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 1, 2009; 5:58 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010101716.html

Airstrikes rock Gaza as truce remains elusive

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Thursday, January 1, 2009; 2:40 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/31/AR2008123100175.html

Israeli planes strike government buildings in Gaza

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Adam Entous, Ari Rabinovitch, Jeffrey Heller, Ori Lewis, Wafa Amr, Ali Sawafta, Patrick 

Worsnip, James Mackenzie, Alaa Shahine, Angus MacSwan, Allyn Fisher-Ilan; Editing by Charles Dick, Reuters

Thursday, January 1, 2009; 2:42 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/31/AR2008123100292.html

Israeli strike kills senior Hamas leader

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Adam Entous, Jeffrey Heller, Patrick Worsnip, James Mackenzie, Jeffrey Heller; Editing by 

Angus MacSwan, Reuters

Thursday, January 1, 2009; 5:32 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010100246.html

Gaza's tunnel economy collapses in bombing raids 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and DIAA HADID, Associated Press Writers

December 31, 2008 - 5:11 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Bombed_Out_Economy.html

Israel weighs a truce for Gaza

By Ibrahim Barzak, Jason Keyser, Associated Press

Wednesday, December 31, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/31/gaza.html

Israelis get creative in coping with rocket threat 

By ARON HELLER, Associated Press Writer

December 31, 2008 - 4:04 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Rocket_Routines.html

Hezbollah-like tactic used by Hamas against Israel 

By PAMELA HESS, Associated Press Writer

December 31, 2008 - 5:43 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Other_US_Govermnent/US_Hamas_Rockets.html

Israelis detail combat sorties over Gaza 

By ARTHUR MAX, Associated Press Writer

December 31, 2008 - 8:54 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Air_Strikes.html

Israel postpones soccer because of missile strike

The Associated Press

December 31, 2008 - 2:27 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/General_Soccer_News/SOC_Israel_Postponements_Missile.html

GAZA PRIMER

From News Services

Wednesday, December 31, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/31/gazaprimer.html

'Now we are in the line of fire' - Hamas strikes deep as Israel presses its campaign in Gaza

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

1:28 AM CST, December 31, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-gaza_31dec31,0,3249518.story

Israeli raids on Gaza's tunnels crush the territory's fragile economy, deepen hardship

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and DIAA HADID | Associated Press Writers 

4:16 PM CST, December 31, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-bombed-out-economy,0,540889.story

Coping with rocket threat, Israelis move weddings, put day care in shelters, stay off road

By ARON HELLER | Associated Press Writer 

3:04 PM CST, December 31, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-rocket-routines,0,7264716.story

Longer-range rockets from Gaza weaken Israeli support for West Bank pullback

By ARON HELLER and MATTI FRIEDMAN | Associated Press Writers 

10:25 AM CST, December 31, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-rockets-reach,0,7233598.story

Israel says jet fighters have carried out 500 combat sorties against Hamas targets

By ARTHUR MAX | Associated Press Writer 

7:54 PM CST, December 31, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-air-strikes,0,1356043.story

Israel postpones all soccer games because Hamas missile hits field in Ashkelon

By Associated Press 

1:27 PM CST, December 31, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/sns-ap-soc-israel-postponements-missile,0,5105491.story

Israel, Hamas, and moral idiocy - Much of the world's response is a false moral equivalence that simply 

encourages the terrorists.

By Alan M. Dershowitz

from the December 31, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1231/p09s02-coop.html

Op-Ed: Israel indicates interest in Gaza truce proposal

By Richard Boudreaux 

December 31, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-fg-gaza31-2008dec31,0,5252266,full.story

In Dense Gaza, Civilians Suffer 

By TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

Published: December 31, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/01/world/middleeast/01gaza.html

An Egyptian Border Town’s Commerce, Conducted via Tunnels, Comes to a Halt 

By STEVEN ERLANGER

Published: December 31, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/01/world/middleeast/01rafah.html

Striking Deep Into Israel, Hamas Employs an Upgraded Arsenal 

By MARK MAZZETTI

Published: December 31, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/01/world/middleeast/01rockets.html?scp=24&sq=Israel&st=cse

Israel Rejects Cease-Fire Calls, Continues Airstrikes

By MARGARET COKER IN JERUSALEM and JOSHUA MITNICK IN TEL AVIV

DECEMBER 31, 2008, 4:34 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123071891778545331.html

Israel Presses on With Gaza Strikes - European Commission Calls for Immediate Cease-Fire

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123000509.html

Gaza quieter after days of heavy assaults

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Writing by Joseph Nasr; Editing by Matthew Jones, Reuters 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; 12:23 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123000221.html

Israeli leaders reject immediate Gaza truce

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; 2:26 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123000453.html

Hezbollah-like tactic used by Hamas against Israel

By PAMELA HESS, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; 5:43 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/31/AR2008123102411.html

McKinney on boat with medicine for Gaza

By Craig Schneider, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Tuesday, December 30, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/30/mckinney.html

Gazans unsure where to flee violence 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and DIAA HADID, Associated Press Writers

December 30, 2008 - 5:42 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Nowhere_To_Run.html

Anxiety, satisfaction in Israel over Gaza assault 

By ARON HELLER, Associated Press Writer

December 30, 2008 - 4:21 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Facing_Rockets.html

Gaza protest boat sails into Lebanon 

By ZEINA KARAM, Associated Press Writer

December 30, 2008 - 1:43 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Lebanon_Gaza_Boat.html

Analysis: Gaza assault seemed inevitable 

By STEVE WEIZMAN, Associated Press Writer

December 30, 2008 - 3:01 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Gaza_Timing_Analysis.html

Editorial: Hamas gets its wish

December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chi-1230edit1dec30,0,2949054.story

Israel: 'War to the bitter end' - Gaza's Hamas militants strike back as death toll passes 300

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

2:13 AM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-gaza_30dec30,0,2790764.story

Israeli assault on Gaza risks emboldening radicals

By Liz Sly | Tribune correspondent 

December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mideast-gaza_30dec30,0,4310763.story

Israeli airstrikes kill dozens of Gaza civilians

By Ibrahim Barzak and Diaa Hadid | Associated Press 

December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-gaza-civilians-ap-web-only-30-dec30,0,7238995.story

Trapped in Gaza, residents unsure where to flee Israeli air strikes

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and DIAA HADID | Associated Press Writers 

4:42 PM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-nowhere-to-run,0,3784304.story

Israel residents struggle with rocket casualties while cheering military assault on Gaza

By ARON HELLER | Associated Press Writer 

3:21 PM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-facing-rockets,0,7564745.story

Gaza protest boat sails into Lebanon to cheering crowd after being turned back by Israeli navy

By ZEINA KARAM | Associated Press Writer 

12:43 PM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-lebanon-gaza-boat,0,3791159.story

Analysis: Gaza assault seemed inevitable, but perhaps with eye to change of power in US

By STEVE WEIZMAN | Associated Press Writer 

2:01 PM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-gaza-timing-analysis,0,6109186.story

Editorial:  Aim for a better cease-fire 

December 30, 2008 in print edition A-18

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/12/30/editorial_pages/ed-israel30

Opinion: Israel, Hamas and the seduction of blind force

By Gershom Gorenberg 

December 30, 2008 http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/commentary/la-oe-gorenberg30-2008dec30,0,1223.story

Gaza residents fear Israeli tank assault is near

By Ashraf Khalil and Rushdi Abu Alouf

December 30, 2008

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/12/30/news/fg-gaza30

Amid a Buildup of Its Forces, Israel Ponders a Cease-Fire 

By ETHAN BRONNER and TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

Published: December 30, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/31/world/middleeast/31mideast.html?scp=16&sq=Israel&st=cse

Op-Ed Contributor: Fight Fire With a Cease-Fire 

By DAVID GROSSMAN

Published: December 30, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/31/opinion/31grossman.html?scp=35&sq=Israel&st=cse

Despite Strikes, Israelis Vow to Soldier On 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: December 30, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/31/world/middleeast/31israel.html?scp=41&sq=Israel&st=cse

Israel Presses Gaza Attacks As Hamas Steps Up Response

By MARGARET COKER in Tel Aviv and JAY SOLOMON in Washington

DECEMBER 30, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123053882519939127.html

Gaza Residents Struggle Amid Strikes

By EZMI KESHAWI

DECEMBER 30, 2008, 5:42 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123067285642043619.html

Ashkelon Isn't Accustomed to Attacks

By JOSHUA MITNICK

DECEMBER 30, 2008, 6:47 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123067324578643633.html

OPINION: GLOBAL VIEW - Hamas Knows One Big Thing

DECEMBER 30, 2008 

By BRET STEPHENS

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123059693797741083.html

Has Israel Revived Hamas?

By Daoud Kuttab

Tuesday, December 30, 2008; Page A15

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122901901.html

'All-Out War' Declared on Hamas - Israel Expands List of Targets to Include Group's Vast Support Network in Gaza

By Griff Witte and Sudarsan Raghavan, Washington Post Foreign Service

Tuesday, December 30, 2008; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122900373.html

Israel takes aim at Hamas’ foundation

By Ibrahim Barzak, Jason Keyser, Associated Press

Tuesday, December 30, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/30/gaza.html

Analysis: Gaza crisis may hurt Obama peace efforts

By MATTHEW LEE, The Associated Press

Tuesday, December 30, 2008; 3:06 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123000195.html

Analysis: Gaza assault seemed inevitable

By STEVE WEIZMAN, The Associated Press

Tuesday, December 30, 2008; 3:01 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123001857.html

Israel presses on with Gaza attacks, rejects truce

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Douglas Hamilton, Joseph Nasr, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Giles Elgood, Reuters

Tuesday, December 30, 2008; 2:24 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122900258.html

McKinney relief boat hit by Israeli ship: Israelis, activists offer conflicting versions of collision

By JULIA MALONE, BOB DEANS

Monday, December 29, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/metro/dekalb/stories/2008/12/29/cynthia_mckinney_gaza.html

Gaza invasion may be next

By Griff Witte, Washington Post

Monday, December 29, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/29/mideast.html

Israeli airstrikes kill dozens of Gaza civilians 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and DIAA HADID, Associated Press Writers

December 29, 2008 - 6:51 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Life_Under_Fire.html

Analysis: Israel keeps objectives vague 

By KARIN LAUB, Associated Press Writer

December 29, 2008 - 5:09 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_End_Game_Analysis.html

Israeli foreign minister defends military strikes

The Associated Press

December 29, 2008 - 7:23 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Other_US_Govermnent/Israel_Palestinians_Livni.html

Editorial: War and peace

December 29, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chi-1229edit1dec29,0,1109461.story

Israel intensifies airstrikes on Gaza Strip - 300 bombings since Saturday as protests rage

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

December 29, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-gaza_greenbergdec29,0,4636280.story

Beyond bombs and rockets in Gaza - Israel and Hamas need help looking beyond their immediate concerns.

By The Monitor's Editorial Board

from the December 29, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1229/p08s01-comv.html

Gaza: Why Israel and Hamas are trading rocket fire

By Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the December 29, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1229/p01s03-wome.html

No Early End Seen to ‘All-Out War’ on Hamas in Gaza 

By ETHAN BRONNER and TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

Published: December 29, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/30/world/middleeast/30mideast.html

News Analysis: Hamas Credo Led It to End Cease-Fire 

By STEPHEN FARRELL

Published: December 29, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/30/world/middleeast/30hamas.html

A Captured Israeli Soldier Figures in Military Assessments and Political Calculus 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: December 29, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/30/world/middleeast/30shalit.html

REVIEW & OUTLOOK: Israel's Gaza Defense  - The more damage to Hamas, the better the chances for peace

DECEMBER 29, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123051140769338457.html

Israel Pounds Gaza Again, Signals More on the Way

By MARGARET COKER and CHARLES LEVINSON

DECEMBER 29, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123044107055137541.html

OPINION: Palestinians Need Israel to Win

By MICHAEL B. OREN and YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI

DECEMBER 29, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123051182944538487.html

Food and Medical Supplies Grow Scarce in the Gaza Strip

By Sudarsan Raghavan and Islam Abdel Kareem,Washington Post Foreign Service

Monday, December 29, 2008; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122802111.html

Israel Poised for Long Fight- Palestinian Deaths Near 300; Hamas Calls for Suicide Strikes

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Monday, December 29, 2008; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800115.html

Israeli airstrikes kill dozens of Gaza civilians

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and DIAA HADID, The Associated Press

Monday, December 29, 2008; 6:51 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122901726.html

Defiant Hamas hits Israel with dozens of rockets

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and JASON KEYSER, The Associated Press

Monday, December 29, 2008; 10:24 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122900281.html

Analysis: Israel keeps objectives vague

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Monday, December 29, 2008; 5:09 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122901487.html

Israeli foreign minister defends military strikes

The Associated Press 

Monday, December 29, 2008; 7:23 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122900449.html

Israel mounts third day of Gaza raids, 307 killed

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Ari Rabinovitch, Dan Williams, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Douglas Hamilton, Adam Entous, Ori 

Lewis, Wafa Amr, Ali Sawafta, Jeffrey Heller; Editing by Ralph Gowling, Reuters

Monday, December 29, 2008; 1:40 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800146.html

===========================================

(III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (2)

===========================================

Tensions rise between Palestinian factions

By Richard Boudreaux and Ashraf Khalil | Tribune Newspapers 

January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mideast-palestiniansjan04,0,6730007.story

Israel's Attacks On Gaza Deepen Palestinian Rift

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Thursday, January 1, 2009; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/31/AR2008123103112.html

======================================

(IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (6)

======================================

Israel's politics in play as it hits Hamas

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

8:29 PM CST, January 2, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-israel-offensive_greenbergjan02,0,3825693.story

Op-Ed: Gaza conflict can make or break Ehud Barak's fortunes

By Richard Boudreaux 

January 2, 2009

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-fg-barak2-2009jan02,0,6783681.story

Israeli minister: Gaza decisions made day-by-day 

By JOELLE DIDERICH, Associated Press Writer

January 1, 2009 - 1:38 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_France_Gaza.html

Israeli foreign minister: decision to end attacks on Gaza Strip will depend on daily appraisal

By JOELLE DIDERICH | Associated Press Writer 

12:38 PM CST, January 1, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-france-gaza,0,2026267.story

Israeli minister: Gaza decisions made day-by-day

By JOELLE DIDERICH, The Associated Press 

Thursday, January 1, 2009; 1:38 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010101195.html

Behind Gaza Operation, An Uneasy Triumvirate

By Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123003252.html

==============================

(IV.2) Culture in Israel (3)

==============================

DISPATCH: ISRAEL: As My Son Goes to War, I Am Fully Israeli At Last

By Yossi Klein Halevi

Sunday, January 4, 2009; Page B01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010202196.html

Book ReviewsClassic review: Arab and Jew, Wounded Spirits in a Promised Land - A humane, caring portrait of 

people in a troubled homeland.

By Robin Wright

January 4, 2009

http://features.csmonitor.com/books/2009/01/04/classic-review-arab-and-jew-wounded-spirits-in-a-promised-land/

Critics pick 'Waltz With Bashir' as best '08 film 

By JENNIFER PELTZ, Associated Press Writer

January 3, 2009 - 7:49 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Movies/Film_Critics_Picks.html

=======================

(V.2) USA Culture (1)

=======================

Barenboim: Violence won't resolve Mideast conflict

The Associated Press

December 29, 2008 - 7:09 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Other_Entertainment/EU_People_Barenboim_Israel.html

==============================

(V.1) USA Foreign Policy (35)

==============================

New York mayor, in Israel, backs strikes on Hamas 

By PAUL SCHEMM, Associated Press Writer

January 4, 2009 - 12:45 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Bloomberg.html

US Senate leaders stand solidly behind Israel

The Associated Press

January 4, 2009 - 10:45 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/US_Congress/US_Mideast.html

Barack Obama's silence on Gaza bombings is galling to Arabs

By Liz Sly Tribune correspondent 

1:44 AM CST, January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-gaza-obama_slyjan04,0,3493387.story

Bloomberg backs Israel's attacks on Hamas, evokes parallels with New York

By PAUL SCHEMM | Associated Press Writer 

11:45 AM CST, January 4, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-bloomberg,0,1606673.story

U.S. Officials Stand Behind Israel

Associated Press

JANUARY 4, 2009, 2:10 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123109544847651907.html

OP-ED:  Countering Iran in Gaza and Beyond

By Jim Hoagland

Sunday, January 4, 2009; Page B07

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010202103.html

OP-ED: For Obama, a Tough Page to Turn

By David Ignatius

Sunday, January 4, 2009; Page B07

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010202097.html

US blames Hamas for growing Mideast violence

By DINA CAPPIELLO, The Associated Press 

Sunday, January 4, 2009; 12:01 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010301629.html

Cheney: Israel not seek US OK before invasion

By BEN FELLER, The Associated Press 

Sunday, January 4, 2009; 1:55 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/04/AR2009010400475.html

Rice cancels China trip to deal with Gaza

By Sue Pleming, Editing by Vicki Allen, Reuters 

Sunday, January 4, 2009; 2:04 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/04/AR2009010400868.html

Bush says he wants lasting Mideast cease-fire 

By BEN FELLER, Associated Press Writer

January 3, 2009 - 7:35 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/US_President_And_White_House_Advisers/Bush_Mideast.html

NYC mayor heads to Israel to 'show his support'

The Associated Press

January 3, 2009 - 9:01 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/National/Mayor_in_Israel.html

Bush says he wants lasting Mideast cease-fire, not a short agreement ended by Hamas attacks

By BEN FELLER | Associated Press Writer 

6:35 AM CST, January 3, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-bush-mideast,0,7712855.story

NY mayor goes to Israel to show his support amid growing conflict, joined by NYPD commissioner

By Associated Press 

8:02 PM CST, January 3, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-mayor-in-israel,0,2029780.story

Hamas Provoked Attacks, Bush Says

By Sudarsan Raghavan and Dan Eggen, Washington Post Foreign Service

Saturday, January 3, 2009; A08

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010200706.html

Bush says he wants lasting Mideast cease-fire

By BEN FELLER, The Associated Press 

Saturday, January 3, 2009; 7:35 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/03/AR2009010300282.html

Bush: Hamas attacks on Israel an 'act of terror'

By BEN FELLER, The Associated Press 

Saturday, January 3, 2009; 12:47 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010201895.html

Bush Condemns Hamas in Radio Address

By Dan Eggen, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Friday, January 2, 2009; 7:15 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010202047.html

Bush pursues Mideast peace with clock running down

By MATTHEW LEE, The Associated Press

Friday, January 2, 2009; 3:04 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010200773.html

Israel’s deadly politics 

By Rosa Brooks

January 01, 2009 in print edition A-21

http://articles.latimes.com/2009/01/01/editorial_pages/oe-brooks1

Clinton, Familiar With Pitfalls of Mideast Politics, May Face Early Test in Gaza 

By MARK LANDLER

Published: January 1, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/02/washington/02clinton.html

Bush stance on cease-fire shows support for Israel

By ROBERT BURNS, The Associated Press

Thursday, January 1, 2009; 4:23 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/01/AR2009010100209.html

U.S. said to press Israel for exit strategy in Gaza

By Paul Richter | Washington Bureau 

12:15 AM CST, December 31, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-us-gaza_31dec31,0,3367840.story

Gaza crisis: a crossroads for Obama - It could bring renewal – if Obama is bold enough to stand up to Israel.

By Sandy Tolan, author of "The Lemon Tree: An Arab, A Jew, and the Heart of the Middle East" and a professor at 

the Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Southern California

from the December 31, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1231/p09s01-coop.htm

Retiree Pleads Guilty To Giving U.S. Secrets To Israel in the 1980s

By Carrie Johnson, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; Page A02

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/30/AR2008123003099.html

Hamas must stop firing rockets as first step: White House

Reporting by Tabassum Zakaria, writing by Jeremy Pelofsky; Editing by Sandra Maler, Reuters 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008; 11:30 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/31/AR2008123101371.html

Analysis: Gaza crisis may hurt Obama peace efforts 

By MATTHEW LEE, Associated Press Writer

December 30, 2008 - 3:06 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/US_President_And_White_House_Advisers/US_Mideast_Analysis.html

Ex-Army engineer pleads guilty in NY to spy charge 

By LARRY NEUMEISTER, Associated Press Writer

December 30, 2008 - 7:58 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/National/Spy_Arrest.html

Struggle for peace - Obama has to take control of mediating Mideast conflict

By Yousef Munayyer 

December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-oped1230gazadec30,0,2474499.story

Analysis: Gaza crisis likely to complicate Obama peace efforts in Mideast

By MATTHEW LEE | Associated Press Writer 

2:06 AM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-us-mideast-analysis,0,642071.story

Ex-Army engineer pleads guilty in NY to passing classified documents to Israel decades ago

By LARRY NEUMEISTER | Associated Press Writer 

6:58 PM CST, December 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-spy-arrest,0,2407963.story

New Jersey Man, 85, Pleads Guilty to Spying for Israel in the 1980s 

By ALISON LEIGH COWAN

Published: December 30, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/31/nyregion/31spy.html?scp=28&sq=Israel&st=cse

U.S. Presses Israel on Cease-Fire 

By MARK LANDLER

Published: December 30, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/31/world/middleeast/31diplo.html?scp=9&sq=Israel&st=cse

What now for Obama's Mideast plan?

By Paul Richter | Washington Bureau 

8:15 AM CST, December 29, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-chi-122908-us-mideast-dec30,0,2396231.story

White House backs Israel's attacks on Gaza Strip

By DEB RIECHMANN, The Associated Press

Monday, December 29, 2008; 5:07 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122900187.html
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The Toughest Q’s Answered in the Briefest Tweets 

By NOAM COHEN

Published: January 3, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/04/weekinreview/04cohen.html?scp=23&sq=Israel&st=cse

Israel keeps ban on foreign journalists in Gaza 

By DIAA HADID, Associated Press Writer

January 2, 2009 - 3:54 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Palestinians_Journalists_Banned.html

Israel bans foreign journalists from entering Gaza despite court order to let them in

By DIAA HADID | Associated Press Writer 

2:54 PM CST, January 2, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-palestinians-journalists-banned,0,1674354.story

Israel keeps ban on foreign journalists in Gaza

By DIAA HADID, The Associated Press 

Friday, January 2, 2009; 3:54 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/02/AR2009010200816.html

Israeli videos of attacks on YouTube

Associated Press 

January 1, 2009 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-you-tube_01jan01,0,492360.story

Israel takes battle with Hamas to YouTube 

By AMY TEIBEL, Associated Press Writer

December 31, 2008 - 1:17 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/High_Tech/ML_Israel_Palestinians_YouTube.html

Israel and Hamas take their battle to the Internet with videos on YouTube and blogs

By AMY TEIBEL | Associated Press Writer 

2:41 PM CST, December 31, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-palestinians-youtube,0,4087986.story
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