The State of Middle East Reporting by Mainstream US Media

Week:  December 22 – 28, 2008 


PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
During this time of crisis, please participate in the full range of tactics – demonstrations & teach-ins, writing to media and politicians, etc.

And while responding to Action Alerts, please don’t forget to be polite and even-handed.  This increases your credibility as a source of information about the conflict that can be trusted. And we need the media to report about what is happening accurately.
Remember – the facts, the law and morality are on our side.  The opposition out of desperation threatens, manipulates, and cons the media and public because they cannot really defend Israel’s policies and actions – but we don’t have to resort to that.  But we have to convey to the media and public that fact by acting professional and informed.  Please check out our online Information Center on our homepage at www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/.

Further discussion on this topic can be found on our website at:  http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalertsinfo.htm
Please let us know what you think.

1.  Total Articles for this Week:  126
 

Full details of all these articles (authors, titles, links, etc.) can be found at the end of the online version of this Action Alert found at:
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20081228.doc
 

2.  Special Focus Articles for this Week:
 
Our Special Focus this week is on the reporting quality of 30 major reporters for 8 major US newspapers across the USA, and the two major wire services, who are covering Israel’s bombardment of Gaza.
They need our feedback!

Israeli actions in Gaza have shocked the world.  It is pertinent that people get accurate information so that they can make informed decisions and judgments.

Sadly, the US media has failed once again to provide an accurate picture of what is going on, with the majority of articles providing a biased picture favoring Israel and neglecting Israel’s role in the collapse of the truce with Hamas.


II.  THIS WEEK'S TOTAL ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Total  Articles & Activist Opportunities:
(TOPIC I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (15 articles) - these articles describe protests against Israeli strikes in Gaza across the Arab world and the earth beyond, with special focus on the Vatican and Venezuela.  Some of the articles relate how the protests threaten moderate and pro-Western Arab leaders but the authors anticipate that no actual changes are likely.

(TOPIC I.7) Iran (7 articles) - 3 issues are covered - (1) President Ahmadinejad relates a Christmas message on British TV that guesses that Jesus Christ would not approve of nations on earth that are "warmongers, occupiers, terrorists and bullies", (2) relates the confusion over whether Russia has provided defensive missiles to Iran or more powerful ones that might threaten Israel, and (3) an editorial that discusses how Israel bombing Gaza won't lead to any real solution in that conflict, but instead will benefit Iran.

(TOPIC I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks with Israel (8 articles) - these articles contrast the economic success and growth in Bethlehem to the violence and poverty in Gaza, as Abbas's efforts lead to economic progress there most evident in a peaceful Christmas tourist season, but there are still struggles especially in the face of continued restrictions on movement by Israel.

(TOPIC I.4) Hamas talks & truce (2 articles) - these two articles describe the loss of hope in a peaceful resolution by Egypt and Livni who visited Egypt concerning further truce negotiations with Hamas.

(TOPIC I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (7 articles) – covering 2 issues - (1) residents and visitors are enjoying the peace and prosperity that is found in Lebanon following the agreement between Hezbollah's coalition and the Western-backed government, but fear it might be temporary as both elections loom in the near future, and investigations begin into the murder of the former Iranian PM which many believe is tied to neighboring Syria.

(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (2 articles) - Olmert travels to Turkey in hopes of reviving peace talks with Syria, but Israel's conflict with Hamas may interfere.

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (6 articles) – covering 2 issues - UN Security Council calls on Israel and Hamas to stop the cycle of violence, and (2) the World Bank condemns Israeli restrictions on movement in the West Bank saying they are hurting economic growth and recovery, including the planned travel gaps in the separation barrier and the management regime at the Allenby Bridge over the Jordan River into Jordan.

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (58 articles) - the week began with hopeful efforts by Hamas and Israel to resume negotiations, but the rockets continued, and then Israel attacked ferociously leading to huge casualties shocking the Arab world and international community. Different articles speculate about the effectiveness of such tactics noting they have not worked in the past, and only serve to energize extremists and undermine moderates, as protests began around the world.  The quality of reporting has varied being mostly biased toward Israel and forgetting Israel's contribution to the collapse of the truce.  The Bush administration condemned only Hamas, and only asked Israel to minimize civilian casualties, which Israel promised to do but which has not happened.

(TOPIC II.2) Separation barrier in WB (2 articles) - these articles describe how Israel's separation barrier interferes with Palestinian economic recovery and growth in Bethlehem, but the Palestinians adapt and improvise.

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (1 article) - Palestinians feel frustrated with Abbas's constant travelling out of Palestine, and lack of travel within Palestine.  But this reflects his personality because he shies away from crowds and prefers backroom dealings.

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (3 articles) - these articles cover two issues - (1) the successful struggle of Iranian born Israeli singer, Hanna Jahanforooz, to integrate both worlds (of Iran and Israel) into her art and career, and (2) review of the animated documentary "Waltz With Bashir" which covers Israeli soldiers coming to terms with their participation in the massacres in the Palestinian refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila in 1982 in Lebanon.

(TOPIC V.1) USA Foreign Policy (17 articles) –  4 issues are addressed - (1) Bush administration one-sided condemnation of Hamas only without any acknowledgment of Israel's contribution to the collapse of the truce, (2) speculation about the impact of the Gaza conflict on Obama's peace efforts to begin on Jan. 20, (3) Bush pardons a man who violated US law in order to help Israel, and once consequently convicted and jailed in the US, and (4) the conviction of a businessman in NYC for aiding terrorists for enabling customers and associates to view Hezbollah TV through his sattelite TV system.


2.  Special Focus Articles
The US mainstream media had been doing so well lately accurately portraying both sides of the Middle East conflict.  

Thus it is especially frustrating when they lapse into old bad habits during times of crisis as is currently happening to Gaza under severe bombardment by Israeli armed forces.

Examples of accurate and unbiased reporting include most of the following points about Israel's contribution to the collapse of the Gaza truce, and the Israeli bombardment that has followed, and how effective such tactics generally are:

1.  ISRAEL'S BLOCKADE - Facts about how Israel had not lifted the blockade significantly to relieve the humanitarian crisis in Gaza as they had promised in negotiating the truce with Hamas

2.  PALESTINIAN ROCKETS - Facts about how Hamas had significantly reduced the numbers of rockets fired at Israel as they had promised in negotiating the truce, although they were not able to stop them completely.

3.  COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT - During the truce the international community had condemned Israel's ongoing blockade as collective punishment and condemned Israel especially for not averting a humanitarian crisis as Israel had been promising.
4.  ISRAELI INCURSIONS - The truce was finally shattered by Israeli incursion into Gaza against an alleged Hamas tunnel being dug to kidnap Israeli soldiers, during which 6 Hamas soldiers were killed.

5.  ATTACKS ON WEST BANK HAMAS - The truce was also shattered by Israeli forces continuing to hunt and kill Hamas soldiers in the West Bank.

6.  EMBOLDENING EXTREMISTS - Experts have continued to theorize that tactics like the blockade and the current massive military attacks have never worked against terrorism - they only embolden the extremists and undermine the moderates, as happened from Israel's attack against Hezbollah in 2006, and Bush’s war against the Taliban in Afghanistan, which is now bloodier than ever.

7.  INTERNATIONAL CONDEMNATION - The attacks have enraged the Arab world in general, and led to worldwide demonstrations against Israel, and condemnation from the United Nations and the Vatican and large numbers of world leaders.

Thus, in this week's Action Alert we focus on the reporting of 30 major reporters on the Middle East from the two major wire services (AP and Reuters) and 8 major newspapers from across the United States.

Below you will find the reporters listed alphabetically, with their home news outlet, and then the pertinent info for the articles they wrote this week on the Gaza crisis.  And then we put in a quick note on the quality of their reporting.  The 3 sample articles which illustrate high quality reporting are listed first, and reprinted in full at the end of this Action Alert.
3 SAMPLES OF HIGH QUALITY REPORTING:

1. EDITORIAL: More Rockets From Gaza - Israel must protect its citizens -- but can it do so by military action?

Tuesday, December 23, 2008; Page A16

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/22/AR2008122201844.html
This editorial includes a strong statement that the blockade has not worked to reduce Hamas power (has only radicalized the populace) and the way to successfully undermine extremists is actually through humanitarian support for the Gaza populace.

2.  Hamas formally ends truce with Israel

By Richard Boudreaux 

December 19, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-fg-gaza19-2008dec19,0,2438698.story
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/36429504.html
This article sets the standard for reporting on this issue by including statistics showing how Israel had not significantly relieved the humanitarian crisis during the truce period, a point the international community generally agreed with, and describing how the final blow came with the tunnel raid which killed six militants, while also showing with statistics how Hamas had also not completely stopped the rockets during the truce period also.

3.  News Analysis: Gaza Truce May Be Revived by Necessity 

By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: December 19, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/20/world/middleeast/20mideast.html
This article provided very good reporting on this issue by including statistics showing how Israel had not significantly relieved the humanitarian crisis during the truce period, a point the international community generally agreed with, and describing how the final blow came with the tunnel raid which killed six militants, while also showing with statistics how Hamas had significantly reduced the number of rockets during the truce period (although had not been able to completely stop them).  The article also describes the ongoing attacks on Hamas members in the West Bank which also upset Hamas trying to maintain the truce in Gaza.  The only important point missing would be that the international community was in general agreement that the humanitarian aid during the period of the truce was inadequate in contradiction with Israeli claims.

-------------------------------

Now here are listed 30 reporters who reported this week on the conflict, the articles they wrote, and how their articles were inadequate.  Feel free to quote from the above articles, or even send them and their editors and newspapers copies.  The above articles are reprinted in full below.

Please feel free to write to a number of these authors of your choosing about how they could improve their reporting on the Middle East conflict.
Their contact info is provided below, along with the contact info for the newspapers, in the Media Contact Info section of this Action Alert.
MICHAEL ABRAMOWITZ, WASHINGTON POST

Israeli Airstrikes on Gaza Strip Imperil Obama's Peace Chances

By Michael Abramowitz, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; Page A20

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700962.html
presents mostly israel and bush viewpoint, but then does quote expert on how this type of attack doesn't work, but does not mention continued blockade as motivating end of truce.

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI, REUTERS

Israel kills scores in Gaza air strikes

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Additional reporting by Dan Williams, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Douglas Hamilton and Jeffrey Heller, Ari Rabinovitch in Tel Aviv and Wafa Amr in Ramallah, Peter Millership, Tabassum Zakaria; Writing by Adam Entous; Editing by Matthew Tostevin, Reuters

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 6:36 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700306.html
Gaza rocket kills 2 girls, Israel lifts blockade

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Writing by Ari Rabinovitch and Allyn Fisher-Ilan; Editing by Mark Trevelyan, Reuters 

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 1:18 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700148.html
Flare-up dims truce hopes along Israel-Gaza border

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Writing by Joseph Nasr; Editing by Jon Boyle, Reuters

Wednesday, December 24, 2008; 2:27 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/24/AR2008122401245.html
This article gives good descriptions of civilian casualties and international protests but otherwise from Israeli viewpoint and no mention of blockade and its impact or how these tactics don't work; only mentions blockade in Dec.27 article in terms of how Israel let through stuff just before attack. Dec.24 mentions killing of militants but no background such as tunnel attack.

Hamas offers to study fresh Gaza truce with Israel

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Writing by Adam Entous; Editing by Giles Elgood, Reuters 

Tuesday, December 23, 2008; 3:47 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/23/AR2008122300844.html
This last article emphasizes how the blockade motivates rocket attacks and contributed to the failure of the truce.

IBRAHIM BARZAK, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Chaos in Gaza as Israel's strikes continue

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 8:04 PM

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11325285?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6184614.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/828960.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/36805824.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008567382_apmlgazascene.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122801014.html
Assault on Gaza to continue, Israel says

Israeli troops mobilize as Gaza assault widens

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 10:07 PM

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/36804479.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/393964_mid29.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800541.html
Israeli warplanes pursue Gaza weapons warehouses

Israeli assault on Hamas kills more than 200

Israeli airstrikes in Gaza kill more than 200

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 2:58 AM

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/827838.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/36792019.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700558.html
Gaza residents cower at home, plumes of smoke rise above skylines and morgues are packed

By IBRAHIM BARZAK | Associated Press Writer 

7:04 PM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-scene,0,4036015.story
Israel launches air strikes on Gaza, 145 dead

Falling short of target, Palestinian rocket kills 2 girls in Gaza

2 Palestinian girls killed in attack

Israel launches air strike on Gaza, 145 dead

Gaza militants' rocket misfires, kills 2 girls

Palestinian rocket misfires, kills 2 girls in Gaza

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, Associated Press Writer

December 27, 2008 - 5:29 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Canada/ML_Israel_Palestinians.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/27/falling_short_of_target_palestinian_rocket_kills_2_girls_in_gaza/
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/36774719.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/12/27/MNDF14VFJO.DTL&hw=Hamas&sn=094&sc=091
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1101ap_ml_israel_palestinians.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008538408_apmlisraelpalestinians.html
very bad - description of civilian casualties and international protests but otherwise from Israel viewpoint - and nothing on blockade or criticism of it or how attacks don't work and empower extremists and weaken moderates.  

article with Teibel mentioned how such attacks never worked in the past.
RICHARD BOUDREAUX, LOS ANGELES TIMES

Israeli airstrikes kill hundreds in Gaza

Israel strikes Hamas targets in Gaza, 271 dead

By Richard Boudreaux and Rushdi abu Alouf

December 28, 2008

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/28/israeli_airstrikes_kill_hundreds_in_gaza/
http://www.latimes.com/news/la-fg-gaza28-2008dec28,0,7327072.story
only desc hawkish Israel's view - worst so far
ARTHUR BRIGHT, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

Report: Israel set to launch ‘limited operation’ in Gaza - But Israel also reopens border to allow humanitarian supplies into Palestinian territory.

By | Arthur Bright 

from the December 26, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1226/p99s01-duts.html
This article is totally hawkish from israel point of view mostly only quoting from Jerusalem Post

BORZOU DARAGHI, TRIBUNE NEWSPAPERS

Airstrikes elicit anger, but change is unlikely - Iran, Syria, Hamas look to capitalize on attacks, analysts say

Arab world condemns Israel's Gaza attack

By Borzou Daragahi | Tribune Newspapers 

December 28, 2008

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/28/israeli_raids_are_denounced_defended/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-arab-reactdec28,0,531481.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-gaza-arab-react28-2008dec28,0,5777613.story
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/12/28/MNN11500FB.DTL&hw=Hamas&sn=093&sc=130
describe rage across Arab world, and defense of Israeli actions, and in a few articles describes how such attacks do not work - only radicalizes.  but no description of origin of truce collapse - of why Hamas is defended.
TAGHREED EL-KHODARY, NEW YORK TIMES

Israel blasts Hamas depots

Israelis Say Strikes Against Hamas Will Continue

230 perish in missile attack on Gaza

Israel's response to Hamas rockets kills 225

By TAGHREED EL-KHODARY and ETHAN BRONNER

December 28, 2008

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11321349?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/28/world/middleeast/28mideast.html?scp=11&sq=Israel&st=cse
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/12/28/MNHS15003J.DTL&hw=Hamas&sn=092&sc=342
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008565701_mideast28.html
only at end of article does it acknowledge that Israel did not open borders enough to make significant difference, and that this was condemned as collective punishment by international community, but does not say it strong enough to give sense of how this was a violation
ADAM ENTOUS, REUTERS

Olmert issues last-minute warning to Hamas

By Adam Entous and Ari Rabinovitch, Additional reporting by Alaa Shahine in Cairo, Nidal al-Mughrabi, Haitham Tamimi in Hebron; Adam Entous; editing by Andrew Roche, Reuters

Thursday, December 25, 2008; 9:50 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/25/AR2008122500272.html
report describes both rocket attacks but also how blockade has hurt Gaza and excursion that killed militants but does not give incriminating details.

MATTI FRIEDMAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Hamas issues an order to halt fire

Hamas orders cease-fire; Israel sets up Gaza offensive

Hamas calls cease-fire, but rockets still coming

Hamas Tells Fighters to Hold Fire for 24 Hours

By Matti Friedman, Associated Press 

Tuesday, December 23, 2008; Page A14

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/23/hamas_issues_an_order_to_halt_fire/
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/headline/world/6177998.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/393293_mideast23.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/22/AR2008122202388.html
emphasize Israeli viewpoint, but describes how blockade was a goal of truce not met by Israel, and mentions how incursions don't work, but not why they don't work.
JOEL GREENBERG, CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Israel widens Hamas offensive

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

8:18 PM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-israel-gaza_webdec29,0,7271109.story
did not describe origins of the truce collapse, only the civilian destruction from the attack and how it was only making Hamas more defiant, and also described protests across Arab world and calls by world leaders for attacks to stop.

ARON HELLER, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Fear of rockets sends Israeli hospital underground 

By ARON HELLER, Associated Press Writer

December 28, 2008 - 12:06 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Underground_Hospital.html
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11325045?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
neutral description of emotional toll on both civilian groups but nothing on background or origin of conflict.
ASEEL KAMI, REUTERS

Arab protesters demand response to Gaza

By Aseel Kami and Sabah al-Bazee, Additional reporting by Nadim Ladki in Beirut, Aziz El-Kaissouni in Cairo, Juan Medina in Madrid, Jodie Ginsberg in London and Mohamed Ghobari in Sanaa; Writing by Missy Ryan and Philippa Fletcher; Editing by Angus MacSwan, Reuters

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 12:23 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800410.html
protests across Arab world are surveyed but no insight into why support Hamas and oppose Israel.

ISABEL KERSHNER, NEW YORK TIMES

Gaza Rocket Fire Intensifies 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: December 24, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/25/world/middleeast/25mideast.html?scp=17&sq=Israel&st=cse
mentions how such attacks don't generally work, but otherwise only mentions Israeli view.  Does not describe how Israel not opening the border has led to a deepening humanitarian crisis which was then condemned by the international communtiy as Collective Punishment, and also does not mentions how Hamas was able to reduce rockets as promised (but not completely).

ASHRAF KHALIL, LOS ANGELES TIMES

Gaza's desperate hospitals overwhelmed by casualties

By Ashraf Khalil and Rushdi abu Alouf 

December 28, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-gaza-react28-2008dec28,0,7401089.story
Israel warns Hamas that it is ready to act to end rocket attacks

Hamas attacks trigger stern warning from Israel

Israel warns Hamas to halt air attacks from Gaza

Israel warns Hamas to end renewed attacks

By Ashraf Khalil

December 26, 2008

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/12/26/news/fg-gaza26
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/5min/story/826602.html
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/36739854.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008560542_gaza26.html
These 2 articles give intense descriptions of civilian carnage and Arab outrage but does not give a description of the origin of the truce collapse - and why so many protest against Israel and not Hamas. Earlier article gives only the Israeli viewpoint (for example that Israel warned Hamas that it is ready to attack to end the rocket attacks.
KARIN LAUB, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Analysis: Hamas unlikely to be toppled

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 3:11 PM

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/28/hamas_rulers_wont_be_easily_ousted_israel_hoping_strikes_will_halt_attacks/
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6183471.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/828004.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_gaza_options_analysis.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700744.html
This article mentions how such attacks don't work and how they undermine moderates and have led to international condemnation, and then the article also mentions the Israeli incursion against the tunnel, which undermined the truce, but it does not mention how blockade has done the same.

MARK LAVIE, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Israel warns it will invade Gaza over attacks

After rocket fire, Israel moves closer to invasion of Gaza

Israel set for Gaza invasion after rocket barrage

Israel says it's prepared to invade Gaza

Israelis appeal directly to Gaza for end to rocket attacks

By Mark Lavie, Associated Press

Friday, December 26, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/26/gaza.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/26/after_rocket_fire_israel_moves_closer_to_invasion_of_gaza/
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/826145.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/12/26/MNH914V8JH.DTL&hw=Hamas&sn=095&sc=069
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/393734_mideast26.html
article mostly about Israeli warnings and intentions.  But the article does mention the blockade, but not what is wrong about it.
EDITH M. LEDERER, ASSOCIATED PRESS

UN calls on Israel, Palestinians to halt violence

UN tells Israel and Palestinians to end violence

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 3:13 AM

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11323585?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6184008.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/AP/story/828627.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/36797014.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_israel_palestinians.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800113.html
mentions UN protest but not reasons why they are equally supportive of Hamas as Israel.
JOSHUA MITNICK, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

Israeli Strikes on Gaza Kill Scores

DECEMBER 28, 2008, 3:57 A.M. ET 

By JOSHUA MITNICK and CHARLES LEVINSON

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123037708343337245.html
describe Israel as being in a conflicted situation - for example how the blockade is getting international criticism but then does not explain why, and how it is not working for example.

BASSEM MROUE, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Across Mideast, thousands protest Israeli assault

By BASSEM MROUE, The Associated Press

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 9:50 AM

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11324634?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6184101.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/828129.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/36799329.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800292.html
This article surveys protests across the world, but gives no reasons why people might support Hamas and oppose Israel.
DION NISSENBAUM, MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

Israel prepares for possible Gaza invasion

By DION NISSENBAUM

Posted on Sun, Dec. 28, 2008 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/v-print/story/829076.html
Israeli expert: ‘I don't see how this ends well' in Gaza

By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Sunday, 12.28.08

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/829013.html
THE MIDDLE EAST: Israel unleashes assault

BY DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy News Service

Posted on Sunday, 12.28.08

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/story/828412.html
Scores die in Israeli attacks

By Dion Nissenbaum, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Sun, Dec. 28, 2008 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/36793234.html
Israel launches air assault on Gaza Strip, killing more than 200

By DION NISSENBAUM

Posted on Sat, Dec. 27, 2008 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/828046.html
2 out of 5 articles mention how such tactics tend not to work, empowering extremists and undermining moderates and peace efforts, but no mention of blockade except for shortage of medical supplies due to Israeli policies.  Finally in one article out of 5 mentions the blockade as a violation of the truce and the Israeli tunnel attack as the final stroke that killed the truce.  But does not explain why the blockade was a violation – because it was seen as not providing humanitarian needs as Israel claimed it would, and was seen by the international community as a form of collective punishment.
ROBERT PEAR, NEW YORK TIMES

White House Puts Onus on Hamas to End Violence 

By ROBERT PEAR

Published: December 27, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/28/world/middleeast/28diplo.html?scp=13&sq=Israel&st=cse
only relates Bush and Israel viewpoint - does not mention a word about the blockade and how such tactics do not work, or how the world condemned the blockade as collective punishment.

DEB RIECHMANN, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gaza complicates Obama's policy in Mideast

By DEB RIECHMANN, The Associated Press

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 9:50 PM

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11325462?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/headline/nation/6184558.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation/washington/36808334.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122801195.html
US urges Hamas to cease rocket attacks on Israel

By DEB RIECHMANN, The Associated Press 

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 10:32 PM

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/side2/6183924.html

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics/AP/story/827990.html

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700713.html
Dec. 28 article -  surveys protests across world, and mentions how such attacks don't work, because they only embolden extremists.

Dec. 27 article - only mentions Bush & Israeli viewpoint.

PAUL SCHEMM, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Arab world erupts in protest, calls for retaliation

Arab world condemns Israeli attack on Gaza

By PAUL SCHEMM, The Associated Press

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 7:06 PM

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/side2/6183624.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700997.html
described international condemnation of the attacks, but does not mention reasons why people might support Hamas and not Israel.

ALAA SHAHINE, REUTERS

Egypt says Israel-Gaza truce unlikely with escalation

By Alaa Shahine, Editing by Sami Aboudi, Reuters 

Thursday, December 25, 2008; 7:39 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/25/AR2008122500147.html
relates Israeli view, and then relates failure to lift blockade as main reason for truce failure, but does not mention any other reason (such as the Israeli incursion to destroy the tunnel or the ongoing attacks on Hamas personnel in the West Bank).

LIZ SLY, CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Arabs not ready to embrace Obama or his team

By Liz Sly, Chicago Tribune

Friday, December 26, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/26/mideast.html
only mentions U.S. focus on stopping rockets - does not mention the humanitarian crisis caused by the blockade as a possible reason for the rockets.  And does not mention how the attacks do not work - but only radicalizes the populace.
SAMUEL SOCKOL, WASHINGTON POST

Israeli Warplanes Pound Gaza - Hundreds Killed in Reprisal Airstrikes Targeting Hamas Security Facilities

By Samuel Sockol, Special to The Washington Post

Sunday, December 28, 2008; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700324.html
mentions how Israel did not lift blockade significantly enough to avert humanitarian crisis according to international community and Hamas, but does not mention that Hamas did reduce rockets significantly as the truce called for (but not completely).

JAY SOLOMON, WALL STREET JOURNAL

Obama's Mideast Plans Face New Complications

DECEMBER 28, 2008, 10:49 P.M. ET

By JAY SOLOMON

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123042530665337441.html
only mentions U.S. focus only on stopping rockets - does not mention the humanitarian crisis caused by the blockade as a possible reason for the rockets.  Also does mention how military attacks don't work - but only radicalizes the populace.

AMY TEIBEL, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gaza militants pelt southern Israel

Dozens of militant rockets, mortars barrage Israel

By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press

Wednesday, December 24, 2008; 1:17 PM

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/25/gaza_militants_pelt_southern_israel/
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6180670.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/824508.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/24/AR2008122400457.html
emphasizes Israeli view, but later mentions blockade but not as a clear reason for collapse of truce, also mentions how tactics like this (the blockade and military attacks) do not work.

TABASSUM ZAKARIA, REUTERS

U.S. blames Hamas for ceasefire break with Israel

By Tabassum Zakaria, Additional reporting by Arshad Mohammed in Washington; editing by Chris Wilson, Reuters

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 4:40 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700819.html
only mentions Bush & Israel's viewpoint, and does not even mention the blockade at all.

NANCY ZUCKERBROD, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Anti-Israeli protests across Europe

By NANCY ZUCKERBROD, The Associated Press 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 2:17 PM

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11324863?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/828755.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/36803854.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008567015_apeueuropegazareaction.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800489.html
protest across Europe are surveyed including statements condemning the attacks, but no insight why people might support Hamas and oppose Israel.

WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL: Israel Strikes - Hamas suffers a serious blow -- but the real winner may be Iran.

Sunday, December 28, 2008; Page B06

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700976.html
strange editorial blandly describing the goal of the truce as the previous non-working state which included both the rockets being fired at civilians and the inhumane blockade - not understanding that that state of affairs was not working for anyone, and eventually led to the breakdown of the truce.
 
III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
1.  Special Focus Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS - all AP staff can be contact through - info@ap.com

Ibrahim Barzak, Matti Friedman, Aron Heller, Karin Laub, Mark Lavie, Edith M. Lederer, Bassem Mroue, Deb Riechmann, Paul Schemm, Alaa Shahine, Amy Teibel, Nancy Zuckerbrod

REUTERS - all Reuters staff can be contacted through the Comment Info Form found at --
http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

Reporters and Writers - Sabah al-Bazee, Nidal al-Mughrabi, Wafa Amr, Aziz El-Kaissouni, Adam Entous, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Philippa Fletcher, Jodie Ginsberg, Mohamed Ghobari, Douglas Hamilton, Jeffrey Heller, Aseel Kami, Nadim Ladki, Juan Medina, Peter Millership, Arshad Mohammed, Joseph Nasr, Ari Rabinovitch, Missy Ryan, Alaa Shahine, Haitham Tamimi, Matthew Tostevin, Dan Williams, Tabassum Zakaria

Editors - Sami Aboudi, Jon Boyle, Giles Elgood, Angus MacSwan, Andrew Roche, Mark Trevelyan, Chris Wilson

Miscellaneous Reporters   (contact info given below) -
 

Michael Abramowitz, Washington Post

Richard Boudreaux, Los Angeles Times 

Arthur Bright, Christian Science Monitor

Ethan Bronner, New York Times

Borzou Daraghi, Tribune Newspapers

Taghreed el-Khodary, New York Times

Joel Greenberg, Chicago Tribune

Isabel Kershner, New York Times

Ashraf Khalil, Los Angeles Times

Joshua Mitnick, Christian Science Monitor
Dion Nissenbaum, McClatchy Newspapers
Robert Pear, New York Times

LIZ SLY, CHICAGO TRIBUNE

SAMUEL SOCKOL, WASHINGTON POST

JAY SOLOMON, WALL STREET JOURNAL

Washington Editorial Board
Newspapers – all 14 newspapers listed below have articles included in the Special Focus section of this Action Alert.


2.  All of this Week's Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -
ASSOCIATED PRESS - all staff can be contacted through the email address - info@ap.com
Lolita C. Baldor, Ibrahim Barzak, Mohammed Daraghmeh, Mike Eckel, Matti Friedman, Anne Gearan, Aron Heller, Ben Hubbard, Katarina Kratovac, Karin Laub, Mark Lavie, Edith M. Lederer, Christie Lemire, Bassem Mroue, Dalia Nammari, Larry Neumeister, Deb Riechmann, Paul Schemm, David Stringer, Amy Teibel, Chris Wilson, Nancy Zuckerbrod

REUTERS - all staff can be reached through the Comment Input Form found on their website at this location - http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 
Reporters & Writers - Sabah al-Bazee, Nidal al-Mughrabi, Aziz El-Kaissouni, Adam Entous; Allyn Fisher-Ilan; Philippa Fletcher, Jodie Ginsberg, Mohamed Ghobari, Aseel Kami, Nadim Ladki, Juan Medina, Arshad Mohammed; Joseph Nasr; Ari Rabinovitch, Missy Ryan, Alaa Shahine, Haitham Tamimi, Dan Williams, Patrick Worsnip
Editors - Sami Aboudi, Jon Boyle, Todd Eastham, Giles Elgood, Angus MacSwan, Andrew Roche, Mark Trevelyan, Richard Williams

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTERS
Michael Abramowitz, Washington Post Staff Writer - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/michael+abramowitz/

Rushdi abu Alouf (LA Times) - rushdi.abualouf@latimes.com

Richard Boudreaux (LA Times) - boudreaux@latimes.com
Arthur Bright  (CSMonitor) - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=B2B0B0B5B0B3B2B2B1B7B2B1B2B2&url=/2008/0822/p99s01-wome.html

Ethan Bronner (NY Times) - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ethan_bronner/index.html

Borzou Daragahi | Los Angeles Times - daragahi@latimes.com

Taghreed el-Khodary  (NY Times) - foreign@nytimes.com
Marcus K. Garner, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution - email care of bsteiden@ajc.com
Joel Greenberg | chicago Tribune Newspapers - jogreenberg@tribune.com
Isabel Kershner (NY Times) - http://www.nytimes.com/gst/emailus.html
Ashraf Khalil (LA Times) - ashraf.khalil@latimes.com
Charles Levinson (CSMonitor) - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=F7EFF2ECE4C0E3F3EDEFEEE9F4EFF2AEE3EFED

Eric Lichtblau (NY Times) - 
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/l/eric_lichtblau/index.html

Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor -http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=F7EFF2ECE4C0E3F3EDEFEEE9F4EFF2AEE3EFED

Ramin Mostaghim (LA Times) - email care of daragahi@latimes.com
Dion Nissenbaum (McClatchy Newspapers) - dnissenbaum@mcclatchydc.com
Robert Pear (NY Times) - 
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/p/robert_pear/index.html

Paul Richter (LA Times) - paul.richter@latimes.com

Liz Sly, Chicago Tribune - ctd032@newscom.com
Samuel Sockol, Special to The Washington Post - foreign@washpost.com
JAY SOLOMON (WSJ) - jay.solomon@wsj.com
Robert F. Worth | New York Times News Service - 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/w/robert_f_worth/index.html

Newspapers -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org
Information about the Israeli blockade of Gaza being declared collective punishment can be found on our website at –

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBcollectivepunishment.htm

1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).

(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 
 
VI.  FULL TEXT OF SPECIAL FOCUS ARTICLES
========Article 1 – Editorial About Blockade Not Working===============

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/22/AR2008122201844.html
EDITORIAL: More Rockets From Gaza - Israel must protect its citizens -- but can it do so by military action?

Tuesday, December 23, 2008; Page A16
AFTER SIX months of relative calm, hostilities once again are escalating between Israel and the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip. Between Friday and yesterday some 60 rockets were fired from Gaza at Israel, whose air force responded with strikes against the launchers. So far there have been no serious injuries on the Israeli side, and one Palestinian has been reported killed. But the ugly slide from here is easy to foresee: more rockets fall, and Israel steps up its airstrikes; Hamas turns from homemade rockets fired by proxies to Iranian-made missiles that can reach large Israeli cities. In the last instance, Israel could finally launch the ground invasion of Gaza it has frequently threatened, triggering a bloody conflict that could spread to the West Bank and Lebanon. 

Neither side seems to want such an all-out fight -- particularly not Israel, whose defense minister has pointed out that an invasion could cost hundreds of lives and leave thousands of Israeli troops stranded in Gaza without an exit strategy. But neither Israel nor Hamas has been satisfied with the informal cease-fire they reached in June with the help of Egypt. During the summer and fall, the rocket fire from Gaza diminished but never entirely stopped. Israel, in turn, allowed only a modest increase in the flow of goods into Gaza, which has been under virtual siege since last year, and frequently sealed off the strip entirely in response to fresh attacks. 

Hamas's Damascus-based leadership appears to have imposed a decision to end the cease-fire upon its administration in Gaza, which will have to live with the resultant suffering. The aim appears to be to force Israel to lift the blockade on the territory, something it is already under growing international pressure to do. If so, Hamas may have calculated poorly. Israel is in the midst of a heated election campaign, and its two leading candidates are taking a predictably hawkish tack: Both promised over the weekend to "topple" the Hamas government. With the United States in the middle of a presidential transition, Israeli military action against Hamas is unlikely to prompt a significant response from Washington. 

But an increasing number of Israeli thinkers are pointing out that the prevailing strategy of trying to isolate and destroy Hamas while building up the rival Palestinian leadership in the West Bank hasn't worked. Some 200,000 Gazans recently turned out for a rally in support of Hamas; a war would only strengthen the movement's most radical factions. Israeli officials rightly point out that no country should have to tolerate missile attacks on its cities; such attacks justify a military response. But Israel would be better positioned to defeat Hamas politically and diplomatically if it allowed the full resumption of food, medicine and fuel deliveries to Gaza and made clear its willingness to end other restrictions on civilian trade in exchange for a full cessation of rocket attacks and other hostilities. If Hamas is to be toppled, it will have to be through a political process led by Palestinians.

*********Article 2 - good reporting on Truce ending*************************
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-fg-gaza19-2008dec19,0,2438698.story
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/36429504.html
Hamas Formally Ends Truce With Israel
By Richard Boudreaux 
December 19, 2008

The militant group refuses to extend the cease-fire. It blames Israel for not lifting a crippling blockade of the Gaza Strip.

Reporting from Jerusalem - Hamas declared a formal end to its cease-fire with Israel on Thursday, ruling out an extension of a 6-month-old pact that had begun to fray weeks ago with tit-for-tat attacks across Israel's border with the Gaza Strip.
Fawzi Barhoum, a spokesman for the militant group that controls Gaza, said the truce would expire early today. He said it was not being renewed because "the enemy refused to comply" with promises to lift a crippling blockade of the Palestinian enclave.
The decision's immediate effect was unclear. Hamas stopped short of threatening an escalation of rocket and mortar attacks, and Israeli officials said they were reluctant to launch a major military offensive in the densely populated territory. The border remained quiet in the first hour after the truce lapsed.
But the collapse of the Egyptian-brokered accord dimmed hope of a long-term calm that could help Israel avoid friction with moderate Arab nations.
Hamas bars hajj pilgrims from leaving Gaza 
Israel rebuffs U.N. plea to ease Gaza blockade It raised the threat of fresh strikes on southern Israeli towns within rocket range of Gaza and a tighter squeeze on the coastal strip's 1.5 million Palestinians, already short of food, fuel, electricity and other essentials.
"The truce was always fragile, with numerous violations by each side from the beginning," said Robert A. Pastor, an American University professor who joined former President Carter in meeting with Hamas leaders in Syria last weekend and then traveled here without Carter to discuss the truce with Israeli officials.
Pastor said both sides still had an opportunity to revive the accord and expand it, "but this will become less likely if the pattern of rockets and retaliation continues."
Israel has sharply restricted movement across its border with Gaza since Hamas, whose charter calls for destroying the Jewish state, won the Palestinian Authority's parliamentary elections in early 2006 and launched near-daily rocket attacks from Gaza. The boycott was tightened after the Islamic group seized full control of the territory in June 2007, ousting the rival secular-led Fatah movement.
Hamas' truce with Israel was the first such accord to call for easing the blockade. It was conditioned on observance of a "mutual and simultaneous calm" by the Israeli army and Gaza's well-armed paramilitary units.
Although violence and casualties dropped sharply, neither side was satisfied. Hamas complained that Israel allowed far less than the promised restoration of cross-border deliveries to mid-2007 levels.
The United Nations and other observers supported this assertion and accused Israel of inflicting collective punishment on Gaza's civilian population.
According to U.N. data, the number of truckloads of food and humanitarian supplies reaching Gaza rose during the truce to a peak of 2,593 per month but remained far below the 9,400 monthly average before mid-2007.
Supplies of industrial diesel fuel also rose, to 676,000 gallons per week, but remained short of the 924,000 gallons needed each week to operate Gaza's only power plant at full capacity, according to Gisha, an Israeli group that advocates freer movement over the Gaza border.
Israeli officials countered that any shortages should be blamed on Hamas' unceasing belligerence. Although rocket and mortar attacks dropped to one a week during early autumn, they never stopped, and Israel said Hamas used the calm to replenish its arsenal by smuggling in weapons from Egypt.
The truce began to unravel Nov. 4 when Israeli forces entered Gaza for the first time since June to blow up a tunnel that, according to Israel, Hamas was digging as part of a plan to capture Israeli soldiers along the border. Six Hamas members were killed during the operation.
Since then, Hamas and smaller groups in Gaza have fired nearly 300 rockets and mortar shells into Israel, the Israeli military said. At least 10 more Palestinian militants have been killed in Israeli assaults.
For the first time since the truce took effect, Israeli fighter jets roared over Gaza on Thursday, targeting rocket launchers and arms depots.
Although the violence is less intense than it was before the truce, Israel has imposed a near-total closure of the border since early November, causing frequent electricity blackouts, food shortages and a depletion of cash reserves in Gaza banks. On Thursday, the U.N. Relief and Works Agency, which feeds half of Gaza's population, ran out of donated food and closed its warehouses.
Israeli officials said the unwritten truce agreement had no expiration date. Wary of a confrontation that could cause heavy casualties on both sides, they had hoped Hamas would agree to extend it.
But indirect talks brokered by Egypt failed last weekend to achieve a new understanding. Hamas said its demands for unrestricted movement of goods through the border were rejected.
Defense Minister Ehud Barak said Wednesday that Israel would react cautiously to the end of the truce.
"We are not afraid of launching a large-scale military operation in Gaza, but there is no need to rush into it," he said. "When the situation requires us to, we will act."
 

Special correspondent Rushdi abu Alouf in Gaza City contributed to this report.

======Article 3 - good reporting on Truce ending=================
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/20/world/middleeast/20mideast.html
 

News Analysis: Gaza Truce May Be Revived by Necessity

By ETHAN BRONNER
Published: December 19, 2008

 


JERUSALEM — Rockets are flying from Gaza into southern Israeli communities again. Israeli warplanes are firing missiles back, and Israel is closing the crossings through which food and fuel are supplied. The United Nations agency that feeds Palestinian refugees in Gaza says its stocks of flour are exhausted.

 

In other words, the six-month truce that Israel and Hamas, the militant Palestinian leaders of Gaza, agreed to on June 19 is over. On Friday, Hamas officially declared in a statement that the ceasefire had expired, saying the truce would not be renewed because Israel was failing to fulfill its “fundamental conditions and obligations.” The end of the truce was greeted by relative calm, with only a scattering of rocket attacks and no major Israeli military activity. Officials and analysts on both sides say that things are likely to deteriorate further in the short term, but that both sides need the truce, so they will probably grope their way back to it. The question is how soon and after how much suffering.

 

Israel and Hamas accuse each other of bad faith and of violations of the Egyptian-mediated accord, and each side has a point. Rockets from Gaza never stopped entirely during the truce, and Israel never allowed a major renewed flow of goods into Gaza, crippling its economy. This is at least partly because the agreement had no mutually agreed text or enforcement mechanism; neither side wanted to grant the legitimacy to the other that such a document would imply. 

 

“I think it is going to get a lot worse before it gets better,” remarked Robert A. Pastor, who has been traveling in the region with former President Jimmy Carter, meeting with Hamas and other officials. “It did lead to a significant reduction in the number of rockets fired at Israel until November, but the truce had less impact on the goods going in. One hopes both sides learn lessons and agree on a text and publicize it.”

 

There seems little likelihood of that happening soon. Hamas considers Israel an illegitimate state and is doctrinally committed to its destruction, while Israel views Hamas as a terrorist group that must be dismantled. Yet each needs the other to hold its fire. That is why negotiations over another truce have started, again through Egypt. Separately, the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, was due to hold what is likely to be a final meeting with President Bush in Washington on Friday to discuss peace negotiations. He had called for Hamas to renew the truce.

 

Hamas officials say it was their understanding at the time that two weeks after the June 19 accord took effect Israel would open the crossings and allow the transfer of goods that had been banned or restricted after June 2007, when Hamas waged a violent takeover of Gaza. 

 

Their job, the Hamas officials said, was to stop the rocket attacks on Israel not only from its own armed groups, but also from others based in Gaza, including Islamic Jihad and Al Aksa Martyrs Brigades. 

 

It took some days, but they were largely successful. Hamas imposed its will and even imprisoned some of those who were firing rockets. Israeli and United Nations figures show that while more than 300 rockets were fired into Israel in May, 10 to 20 were fired in July, depending on who was counting and whether mortar rounds were included. In August, 10 to 30 were fired, and in September, 5 to 10.

 

But the goods shipments, while up some 25 to 30 percent and including a mix of more items, never began to approach what Hamas thought it was going to get: a return to the 500 to 600 truckloads delivered daily before the closing, including appliances, construction materials and other goods essential for life beyond mere survival. Instead, the number of trucks increased to around 90 from around 70. 

 

Israeli officials acknowledged that transferring previously banned goods had been the plan, but said that there was no specific date for the increase and that it was to happen in steps. But the rockets never fully stopped.

 

“The Palestinians wanted to have one or two rockets a week to keep our people in tension and still tell people inside Gaza, ‘See, we continue to fight and we continue to bring in goods,’” said Shlomo Dror, chief spokesman for Israel’s Defense Ministry. “The moment we fail to react to one rocket we encourage them. Our only choice was to close the crossings when rockets came in.”

 

In addition, Israeli forces continued to attack Hamas and other militants in the West Bank, prompting Palestinian militants in Gaza to fire rockets. The Israeli military also found several dozen improvised explosive devices used against its vehicles on the Gaza border and about a dozen cases of sniper fire from Gaza directed at its forces.

 

While this back-and-forth did not topple the agreement, Israel’s decision in early November to destroy a tunnel Hamas had been digging near the border drove the cycle of violence to a much higher level. Israel says the tunnel could have been dug only for the purpose of trying to seize a soldier, like Cpl. Gilad Shalit, the Israeli held by Hamas for the past two and a half years. Israel’s attack on the tunnel killed six Hamas militants, and each side has stepped up attacks since.

 

Israel was actually hoping that the agreement would lead to progress on Corporal Shalit’s release, or at least to increased information on his condition or negotiations over an exchange for him. But Hamas said the Shalit case was entirely separate from the accord, just as Israel had rejected the request by Hamas to have the truce suspend attacks on its men in the West Bank. There, too, Hamas had hopes that the accord would create some changes that did not take place.

 

Israel’s focus on Corporal Shalit and Hamas’s focus on the West Bank are examples of why the agreement, without a text or enforcement mechanism, has been so problematic, with each side relying on its own desires rather than on mutually agreed steps. But given each side’s refusal to acknowledge the other’s legitimacy, another such accord of winks and nods seems the likely outcome of any coming negotiations. 

 

 

Taghreed El-Khodary contributed reporting from Gaza.
 

 
**************************************************************************
 
Thank you,

The Staff of the Palestine Media Project

====================================
PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:  PROMOTING
ACCURACY AND NON-BIAS IN MIDDLE-EAST
REPORTING, AND THUS FACILITATING THE
EVOLUTION OF JUST SOLUTIONS, AND HUMAN
RIGHTS AND EQUALITY THROUGH INTERNATIONAL
LAW.

Visit us at www.palmediaproject.org

 VII.  ORGANIZATIONAL NEWS
 

VIII.  DETAILS FOR ALL OF THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
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(I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (15)

============================

Anti-Israeli protests across Europe 

By NANCY ZUCKERBROD, Associated Press Writer

December 28, 2008 - 11:17 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Europe_Gaza_Reaction.html

Pope calls for truce in Gaza Strip 

Associated Press story

December 28, 2008 - 4:01 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Vatican_Israel_Palestinians.html

Airstrikes elicit anger, but change is unlikely - Iran, Syria, Hamas look to capitalize on attacks, analysts say

By Borzou Daragahi | chicago Tribune Newspapers

December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-arab-reactdec28,0,531481.story

Anti-Israel protests in Europe, leaders call for restraint on both sides of conflict

By NANCY ZUCKERBROD | Associated Press Writer 

1:18 PM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-europe-gaza-reaction,0,5796418.story

Pope calls for truce in Gaza; condemns attacks and retaliation in Holy Land

By Associated Press

6:01 AM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-vatican-israel-palestinians,0,4242025.story

Arabs throughout Middle East protest Israel airstrikes on Gaza

By Borzou Daragahi | chicago Tribune Newspapers

December 28, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-gaza-arab-react28-2008dec28,0,5777613.story

Across Mideast, thousands protest Israeli assault

By BASSEM MROUE, The Associated Press

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 9:50 AM

Anti-Israeli protests across Europe

By NANCY ZUCKERBROD, The Associated Press 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 2:17 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800489.html

Pope calls for truce in Gaza Strip

The Associated Press 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 7:01 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800283.html

Arab protesters demand response to Gaza

By Aseel Kami and Sabah al-Bazee, Additional reporting by Nadim Ladki in Beirut, Aziz El-Kaissouni in Cairo, Juan Medina in Madrid, Jodie Ginsberg in London and Mohamed Ghobari in Sanaa; Writing by Missy Ryan and Philippa Fletcher; Editing by Angus MacSwan, Reuters

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 12:23 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800410.html

Venezuela rejects Israel's attacks on Gaza 

Associated Press story

December 27, 2008 - 7:45 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Latin_America_And_Caribbean/LT_Venezuela_Gaza.html

Israeli strikes in Gaza echo across Arab world

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent

December 27, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-081227-mideast-sidebar-story,0,349898.story

Venezuela condemns Israeli attacks on Gaza that have killed hundreds

By Associated Press 

9:45 PM CST, December 27, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-lt-venezuela-gaza,0,4873175.story

Arab world condemns Israeli attack on Gaza

By PAUL SCHEMM, The Associated Press

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 7:06 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700997.html

Venezuela rejects Israel's attacks on Gaza

The Associated Press 

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 10:45 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122701602.html

================

(I.7) Iran (7)

================

EDITORIAL: Israel Strikes - Hamas suffers a serious blow -- but the real winner may be Iran.

Sunday, December 28, 2008; Page B06

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700976.html

Holiday cheer, jeers from Iran

By David Stringer | Associated Press 

December 25, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-ahmadinejad-xmas_25dec25,0,232575.story

Iran leader's Christmas message decries bullies 

By DAVID STRINGER, Associated Press Writer

December 24, 2008 - 11:01 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/EU_Britain_Iran.html

Conflicting reports on Iran-Russia missile deal

By Borzou Daragahi and Ramin Mostaghim 

December 23, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-fg-iran-missiles23-2008dec23,0,3349376.story

US warns Russia against selling missiles to Iran 

By LOLITA C. BALDOR, Associated Press Writer

December 22, 2008 - 9:24 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/US_Presidential_Cabinet/US_Russia_Iran.html

Russia giving Iran only defensive weapons 

By MIKE ECKEL, Associated Press Writer

December 22, 2008 - 7:40 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Finance_General/EU_Russia_Iran_Missiles.html

US warns Russia against Iran missile sales, says it threatens troops in Iraq, Afghanistan

By LOLITA C. BALDOR | Associated Press Writer 

11:24 PM CST, December 22, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-us-russia-iran,0,6014718.story

=========================================

(I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks with Israel (6)

=========================================

Calm brings record tourism to Bethlehem

By Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the December 26, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1226/p07s05-wome.html

Tourists, locals pray in Bethlehem on Christmas 

By MARK LAVIE, Associated Press Writer

December 25, 2008 - 4:34 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Holyland_Christmas.html

Christmas Day in Bethlehem attracts tourists, local Palestinian Christians to churches

By MARK LAVIE | Associated Press Writer 

6:34 AM CST, December 25, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-holyland-christmas,0,4413289.story

Christmas in Bethlehem: Town celebrates in a big way

By Dalia Nammari | Associated Press 

December 25, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-bethlehem_25dec25,0,6543557.story

ML--Holyland-Christma

December 25, 2008 

By DALIA NAMMARI, Associated Press

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-bethlehem_for_webdec25,0,3456600.story

Palestinians Work to Jolt West Bank Back to Life

By ISABEL KERSHNER and ETHAN BRONNER

December 24, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/24/world/middleeast/24bethlehem.html

===============================

(I.4) Hamas talks & truce (2)

===============================

Livni travels to Cairo for talks on Gaza violence

Writing by Ari Rabinovitch; Editing by Sami Aboudi, Reuters 

Thursday, December 25, 2008; 2:44 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/25/AR2008122500033.html

Egypt says Israel-Gaza truce unlikely with escalation

By Alaa Shahine, Editing by Sami Aboudi, Reuters 

Thursday, December 25, 2008; 7:39 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/25/AR2008122500147.html

===================================

(I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (7)

===================================

Lebanon festive for now, but tough issues ahead 

By KATARINA KRATOVAC, Associated Press Writer

December 26, 2008 - 1:28 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Lebanon_Dicey_Times.html

8 rockets aimed at Israel destroyed in Lebanon

By Robert F. Worth | New York Times News Service 

December 26, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-rockets_26dec26,0,1173020.story

Lebanese bask in long respite from violence, but party mood tinged with concern for 2009

By KATARINA KRATOVAC | Associated Press Writer 

7:55 AM CST, December 26, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-lebanon-dicey-times,0,6209151.story

Lebanese Army finds rockets near Israel border 

By BASSEM MROUE, Associated Press Writer

December 25, 2008 - 9:49 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Lebanon_Israel.html

Army officers: Lebanese troops discover 7 rockets near border with Israel, set to fire

By BASSEM MROUE | Associated Press Writer 

11:49 AM CST, December 25, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-lebanon-israel,0,7452058.story

Lebanon Army Dismantles Eight Rockets Aimed at Israel 

By ROBERT F. WORTH

Published: December 25, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/26/world/middleeast/26lebanon.html?scp=8&sq=Israel&st=cse

Lebanese Army finds rockets near Israel border

By BASSEM MROUE, The Associated Press 

Thursday, December 25, 2008; 12:49 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/25/AR2008122500485.html

=======================

(I.2) Syria talks (2)

=======================

Israeli PM visits Turkey for Mideast peace talks

Associated Press story

December 22, 2008 - 10:08 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Turkey_Israel.html

Israeli PM visits Turkey for Mideast peace talks

The Associated Press 

Monday, December 22, 2008; 1:08 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/22/AR2008122200410.html

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (6)

===============================

UN tells Israel and Palestinians to end violence 

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Associated Press Writer

December 28, 2008 - 12:13 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/National/UN_UN_Israel_Palestinians.html

Security Council calls on Israel and Palestinians to immediately halt violence

By EDITH M. LEDERER | Associated Press Writer 

1:46 AM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-israel-palestinians,0,2819726.story

UN tells Israel and Palestinians to end violence

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 3:13 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800113.html

U.N. Security Council calls for end to Gaza violence

Reporting by Patrick Worsnip; editing by Todd Eastham, Reuters 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 2:53 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800095.html

World Bank calls for steps to ease West Bank trade 

By BEN HUBBARD, Associated Press Writer

December 22, 2008 - 2:08 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Trade.html

New Israeli crossings hurt Palestinian trade: World Bank

Writing by Adam Entous; Editing by Sami Aboudi, Reuters 

Monday, December 22, 2008; 7:35 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/22/AR2008122200635.html

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (53)
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Chaos in Gaza as Israel's strikes continue 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, Associated Press Writer

December 28, 2008 - 5:04 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Scene.html

Fear of rockets sends Israeli hospital underground 

By ARON HELLER, Associated Press Writer

December 28, 2008 - 12:06 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Underground_Hospital.html

A chronology of Israel's relationship with Gaza 

By The Associated Press

December 28, 2008 - 3:48 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Gaza_Timeline.html

Israeli and Hamas truce demands 

By The Associated Press

December 28, 2008 - 3:07 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Gaza_Summary_Box.html

Israeli attacks on Gaza kill over 200, inflame Mideast tensions

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-gaza.1dec28,0,1397247.story

Israel widens Hamas offensive

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

8:18 PM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-israel-gaza_webdec29,0,7271109.story

Gaza residents cower at home, plumes of smoke rise above skylines and morgues are packed

By IBRAHIM BARZAK | Associated Press Writer 

7:04 PM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-scene,0,4036015.story

Southern Israeli hospital moves patients underground for fear of Palestinian rocket strike

By ARON HELLER | Associated Press Writer 

2:06 PM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-underground-hospital,0,7168171.story

Israeli demands end to rocket fire, Hamas seeks easing of border controls

By The Associated Press 

5:07 PM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-gaza-summary-box,0,181030.story

Principal events in Israel's troubled relationship with the Gaza Strip

By The Associated Press 

5:48 PM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-gaza-timeline,0,820268.story

Israel strikes Hamas targets in Gaza, 271 dead

By Richard Boudreaux and Rushdi abu Alouf

December 28, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/la-fg-gaza28-2008dec28,0,7327072.story

Gaza's desperate hospitals overwhelmed by casualties

By Ashraf Khalil and Rushdi abu Alouf 

December 28, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-gaza-react28-2008dec28,0,7401089.story

Israel prepares for possible Gaza invasion

By DION NISSENBAUM

Posted on Sun, Dec. 28, 2008 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/v-print/story/829076.html

Israeli expert: ‘I don't see how this ends well' in Gaza

By DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Sunday, 12.28.08

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/829013.html

THE MIDDLE EAST: Israel unleashes assault

BY DION NISSENBAUM, McClatchy News Service

Posted on Sunday, 12.28.08

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/story/828412.html
Israelis Say Strikes Against Hamas Will Continue 

By TAGHREED EL-KHODARY and ETHAN BRONNER

December 28, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/28/world/middleeast/28mideast.html?scp=11&sq=Israel&st=cse

Scores die in Israeli attacks

By Dion Nissenbaum, McClatchy Newspapers

Posted on Sun, Dec. 28, 2008 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/36793234.html

Israeli Strikes on Gaza Kill Scores

DECEMBER 28, 2008, 3:57 A.M. ET 

By JOSHUA MITNICK and CHARLES LEVINSON

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123037708343337245.html

Israeli Warplanes Pound Gaza - Hundreds Killed in Reprisal Airstrikes Targeting Hamas Security Facilities

By Samuel Sockol, Special to The Washington Post

Sunday, December 28, 2008; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700324.html

Chaos in Gaza as Israel's strikes continue

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 8:04 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122801014.html

Israeli troops mobilize as Gaza assault widens

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 10:07 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122800541.html

Israeli airstrikes in Gaza kill more than 200

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 2:58 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700558.html

A chronology of Israel's relationship with Gaza

The Associated Press 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 6:48 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122801272.html

Israel launches air strikes on Gaza, 145 dead 

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, Associated Press Writer

December 27, 2008 - 5:29 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Canada/ML_Israel_Palestinians.html

Gaza strip: Militant rocket fired at Israel kills 2 Palestinian schoolgirls

From Chicago Tribune

December 27, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-1227world-lead-briefdec27,0,3800211.story

Analysis: Short of reoccupation of Gaza, Hamas unlikely to be toppled by Israeli strikes

By KARIN LAUB | Associated Press Writer 

2:12 PM CST, December 27, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-gaza-options-analysis,0,790360.story

Israel strikes demolish Hamas compounds, kill 192

Associated Press

10:13 AM CST, December 27, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/la-fgw-israel28-2008dec28,0,6768663,print.story

Israel launches air assault on Gaza Strip, killing more than 200

By DION NISSENBAUM

Posted on Sat, Dec. 27, 2008 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/828046.html

White House Puts Onus on Hamas to End Violence 

By ROBERT PEAR

Published: December 27, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/28/world/middleeast/28diplo.html?scp=13&sq=Israel&st=cse

Analysis: Hamas unlikely to be toppled

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 3:11 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700744.html

Israel kills scores in Gaza air strikes

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Additional reporting by Dan Williams, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Douglas Hamilton and Jeffrey Heller, Ari Rabinovitch in Tel Aviv and Wafa Amr in Ramallah, Peter Millership, Tabassum Zakaria; Writing by Adam Entous; Editing by Matthew Tostevin, Reuters

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 6:36 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700306.html

Gaza rocket kills 2 girls, Israel lifts blockade

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Ari Rabinovitch, Allyn Fisher-Ilan; Editing by Mark Trevelyan, Reuters 

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 1:18 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700148.html

Israel warns it will invade Gaza over attacks

By Mark Lavie, Associated Press

Friday, December 26, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/26/gaza.html

Report: Israel set to launch ‘limited operation’ in Gaza - But Israel also reopens border to allow humanitarian supplies into Palestinian territory.

By | Arthur Bright 

from the December 26, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1226/p99s01-duts.html

Israel warns Hamas that it is ready to act to end rocket attacks 

By Ashraf Khalil

December 26, 2008

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/12/26/news/fg-gaza26

World Briefing | Middle East - Israel Reopens Gaza Crossings 

By REUTERS

Published: December 26, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/27/world/middleeast/27briefs-ISRAELREOPEN_BRF.html?scp=9&sq=Israel&st=cse

Israel Threatens Offensive in Gaza - Government Tells Hamas to Stop Rocket Attacks, Warning 'We Are Stronger'

By JOSHUA MITNICK

DECEMBER 26, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123020289689233781.html

Palestinian rocket misfires, kills 2 girls in Gaza

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Friday, December 26, 2008; 1:52 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/26/AR2008122600306.html

Israel Completes Preparations for Gaza Offensive Amid Continuing Rocket Fire

By Mark Lavie, Associated Press 

Friday, December 26, 2008; Page A17

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/25/AR2008122500831.html

Israel reopens Gaza crossings

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Ari Rabinovitch, Allyn Fisher-Ilan; Editing by Mark Trevelyan, Reuters 

Friday, December 26, 2008; 1:33 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/26/AR2008122600197.html

Gaza militants bombarding southern Israel

By Amy Teibel, Associated Press

Thursday, December 25, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/25/mideast.html

Israel: Militants launch rockets from Gaza

December 25, 2008

from Chicago Tribune

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-world-lede-brief1225dec25,0,4406082.story

Israel Issues an Appeal to Palestinians in Gaza 

By REUTERS

Published: December 25, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/26/world/middleeast/26israel.html?scp=15&sq=Israel&st=cse

Olmert issues last-minute warning to Hamas

By Adam Entous and Ari Rabinovitch, Alaa Shahine, Nidal al-Mughrabi,  Haitham Tamimi,  Adam Entous; editing by Andrew Roche, Reuters

Thursday, December 25, 2008; 9:50 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/25/AR2008122500272.html

WORLD IN BRIEF: New clash dims chance for truce

From News Services

Wednesday, December 24, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/24/world.html

Gaza Rocket Fire Intensifies

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: December 24, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/25/world/middleeast/25mideast.html?scp=17&sq=Israel&st=cse

World Briefing | Middle East - Israel: 3 Militants Killed in Gaza 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Published: December 24, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/24/world/middleeast/24briefs-3MILITANTSKI_BRF.html?scp=10&sq=Israel&st=cse

Dozens of militant rockets, mortars barrage Israel

By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press

Wednesday, December 24, 2008; 1:17 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/24/AR2008122400457.html

Flare-up dims truce hopes along Israel-Gaza border

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Writing by Joseph Nasr; Editing by Jon Boyle, Reuters

Wednesday, December 24, 2008; 2:27 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/24/AR2008122401245.html

2 Hamas militants killed in Gaza blast

Associated Press story

December 23, 2008 - 9:31 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Militants_Killed.html

WORLD IN BRIEF: Hamas calls cease-fire as rockets fall

From News Services

Tuesday, December 23, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/23/world.html

2 Hamas militants killed in blast in southern Gaza

By Associated Press 

11:31 PM CST, December 23, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-militants-killed,0,6516155.story

EDITORIAL: More Rockets From Gaza - Israel must protect its citizens -- but can it do so by military action?

Tuesday, December 23, 2008; Page A16

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/22/AR2008122201844.html

Hamas Tells Fighters to Hold Fire for 24 Hours

By Matti Friedman, Associated Press 

Tuesday, December 23, 2008; Page A14

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/22/AR2008122202388.html

Hamas offers to study fresh Gaza truce with Israel

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Writing by Adam Entous; Editing by Giles Elgood, Reuters 

Tuesday, December 23, 2008; 3:47 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/23/AR2008122300844.html

Israel fears rockets’ range

By Mark Lavie, Associated Press

Monday, December 22, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/22/mideast.html

Hamas says open to new truce in Gaza

By Nidal Mughrabi, reporting by Aziz el-Kaissouni, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Dan Williams and Adam Entous, Reuters 

Monday, December 22, 2008; 5:17 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/22/AR2008122200369.html

Hamas says holding fire in Gaza at Egypt's request

Reporting by Nidal al-Mughrabi in Gaza, Writing by Dan Williams, Editing by Richard Williams, Reuters 

Monday, December 22, 2008; 6:21 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/22/AR2008122200506.html
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Bethlehem adapts to life in shadow of Israeli wall

By DALIA NAMMARI, The Associated Press

Wednesday, December 24, 2008; 2:58 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/24/AR2008122400214.html

Bethlehem adapts to life in shadow of Israeli wall 

By DALIA NAMMARI, Associated Press Writer

December 23, 2008 - 11:58 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Christmas_Walled_Bethlehem.html

======================================

(IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (1)

======================================

Palestinians unhappy with Abbas' frequent absences 

By MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH, Associated Press Writer

December 22, 2008 - 7:26 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Globetrotting_Abbas.html

==============================

(IV.2) Culture in Israel (3)

==============================

Movie Review: Animated documentary 'Waltz With Bashir' an innovative dance of genres

By CHRISTY LEMIRE | AP Movie Critic 

6:30 AM CST, December 24, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/sns-ap-film-review-waltz-with-bashir,0,7601570.story

Review: `Bashir' a riveting dance of genres 

By CHRISTY LEMIRE, AP Movie Critic

December 23, 2008 - 5:14 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Movies/Film_Review_Waltz_With_Bashir.html

Israeli singer born in Iran, has fans everywhere

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

12:19 AM CST, December 23, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-singer_letter_greenbedec23,0,7271497.story
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(V.1) USA Foreign Policy (17)

==============================

Bush steps out of world picture in which U.S. is no longer the star - Decline in U.S. influence partly a result of aversion to his policies

By Paul Richter, Washington Bureau

2:03 AM CST, December 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-bush-legacy-worlddec28,0,2514900.story

Obama's Mideast Plans Face New Complications

DECEMBER 28, 2008, 10:49 P.M. ET

By JAY SOLOMON

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123042530665337441.html

Israeli Airstrikes on Gaza Strip Imperil Obama's Peace Chances

By Michael Abramowitz, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Sunday, December 28, 2008; Page A20

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700962.html

Gaza complicates Obama's policy in Mideast

By DEB RIECHMANN, The Associated Press

Sunday, December 28, 2008; 9:50 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/28/AR2008122801195.html

Questions and answers on Obama's overseas playbook 

By ANNE GEARAN, AP Military Writer

December 27, 2008 - 8:48 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/US_President_And_White_House_Advisers/Obama_Whats_Left_QA.html

Some questions and answers about the overseas agenda Bush hands off, where it goes from here

By ANNE GEARAN | AP Military Writer 

10:48 AM CST, December 27, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-obama-whats-left-qa,0,2097568.story

Bush administration spokesman says Hamas' continued rocket attacks into Israel must stop

By Associated Press 

1:53 PM CST, December 27, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-apnewsalert,0,1745821.story

US urges Hamas to cease rocket attacks on Israel

By DEB RIECHMANN, The Associated Press 

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 10:32 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700713.html

U.S. blames Hamas for ceasefire break with Israel

By Tabassum Zakaria, Additional reporting by Arshad Mohammed; editing by Chris Wilson, Reuters

Saturday, December 27, 2008; 4:40 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/27/AR2008122700819.html

Arabs not ready to embrace Obama or his team

By Liz Sly, Chicago Tribune

Friday, December 26, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/26/mideast.html

Bush pardons Georgian for ‘85 mail fraud charge

By Marcus K. Garner, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Wednesday, December 24, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/metro/stories/2008/12/24/pardon.html

Bush pardons man who helped Israel during wartime 

By DEB RIECHMANN, Associated Press Writer

December 24, 2008 - 3:52 a.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/US_President_And_White_House_Advisers/Bush_Pardons.html

Decades after his death, man receives rare presidential pardon for breaking law to aid Israel

By DEB RIECHMANN | Associated Press Writer 

5:52 AM CST, December 24, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-bush-pardons,0,4300398.story

Bush pardons man who helped Israel during wartime

By DEB RIECHMANN, The Associated Press

Wednesday, December 24, 2008; 6:52 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/24/AR2008122400229.html

NYC man admits he helped air Hezbollah TV 

By LARRY NEUMEISTER, Associated Press Writer

December 23, 2008 - 5:37 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/National/Terrorism_TV.html

NYC man pleads guilty, admits he helped air broadcasts from Hezbollah television station

By LARRY NEUMEISTER | Associated Press Writer 

7:37 PM CST, December 23, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-terrorism-tv,0,1735436.story

Jailed for Aiding Israel, but Pardoned by Bush 

By ERIC LICHTBLAU

Published: December 23, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/24/washington/24pardons.html?_r=1&scp=7&sq=Israel&st=cse
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