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PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
A few days ago a reporter called me whom we had reviewed in our weekly reports.  

He related to me that he and his editors were shocked by the vehemence of the response they had received in reaction to their articles on the Middle East, and felt very discouraged about doing anymore specials on the Middle East because of the incivility of the public response.  He said both he and his editors had been threatened, and treated in a very rude manner even about matters that had nothing to do with their articles.  

It is important to remember that the facts, the law and morality support the Palestinian struggle for liberation from Israeli oppression.  Thus, we can let the facts speak for themselves.

If we write in a manner which is over-dramatic, then the emotion actually distracts from the facts and makes us look like extremists or emotionally obsessed.  The result is the editors and reporters then will not trust us that we are being objective and accurate in our letters - they will not trust that we are good source of information about the conflict.

We should write in a calm, professional manner.  This then makes us look more thoughtful and objective, and then the reporters will trust us more that we are being accurate and impartial.

The other side has a much harder time defending the actions and policies of Israel - thus their writing is much more desperate and filled with things such as threats and exagerations and dubious logic such as criticizing Israel is anti-Semitic and misinformation such as that Palestinians left in 1948 voluntarily.

But receiving such tirades from both sides is very discouraging for writers and editors because they feel like no one is really listening - everyone is only spouting their own viewpoint like a weapon.

Remember - we need the reporters to report about what is happening to the Palestinian people, whereas the opposition wants to discourage it.

Further discussion of this is on our website at:  http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalertsinfo.htm
Please let us know what you think.

1.  Total Articles for this Week:  86

 

Full details of all these articles (authors, titles, links, etc.) can be found at the end of the online version of this Action Alert found at:  http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20081221.doc
 

2.  Special Focus Articles for this Week:
 
3 important sets of articles are the focus of this week's report on US mainstream coverage of the Middle East conflict and international law.

(1)  End of the Truce:  One set of articles covered the end of the truce between Hamas and Israel.  Coverage of this event was of mixed quality with most articles not adequately describing Israel's role in bringing an end to the truce.  The high quality articles are reprinted below – please notice how they provide a statistical analysis of both Israel and Hamas’s performance during the truce – very revealing, and information that should be included in every news article that claims it is covering the collapse of the truce.
(2)  Prisoner Release:  4 articles covered the release of 224 prisoners by Olmert's government to show support for Abbas's efforts with the PA.  All the authors of these articles could use some deeper level information about the fact that a significant percentage of Palestinian prisoners by Israel are actually detained for prolonged periods without charges or trial - this is technically called 'administrative detention', and is legalized by a myriad of Israeli laws and military orders.  This information is especially pertinent to the author, Louis René Beres, who wrote an op-ed declaring the prisoner release illegal as per international law because he thinks that the prisoners were all convicted terrorists.

(3)  Another Conservative goes Liberal:  Eric Bronner of the NY Times writes an op-ed critical of the new leftist ideas of retired Israeli politican, Avraham Burg, who moved from right to left much as Ehud Olmert has.  In fact Burg now opposes the idea of a Jewish State, one of the main goals of Zionism, and believes that Israel has become too obsessed with the holocaust and needs to move beyond it toward the future. In interviews he insists he is writing out of love for Israel because of what he is afraid it is becoming - "...a kind of self-justifying Sparta, a warlike state on the verge of tragedy".  His solution - "He wants a new Jewish identity focused not on the particular but on the universal, asserting that “if we do not establish modern Israeli identity on foundations of optimism, faith in humans and full trust in the family of nations, we have no chance of existing.” He wants Israel to dismantle the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem and replace it with the headquarters for the International Criminal Court, making it the epicenter of international prevention of genocide."  The author of this article, Eric Bronner cannot seem to imagine understanding this viewpoint.  Let's write in support of Avraham Burg by reminding Bronner about such principles as that democratic governments are supposed to be completely neutral serving all of their citizens equally, and that 2 wrongs do not make a right - no matter how terrible the holocaust was, it does not make current Israeli policy acceptable in any way.  Also, Israel undermining international law and the UN ultimately hurts us all as it encourages other rogue nations and leaders, and motivates world terrorism, and fosters anti-Semitism as Israel associates itself and its wrong-doings unfairly with Judaism.  Also, Israel's violations of international law do not represent abstract ideals but real injustices that are really hurting many, many people, and this spreads resentment and anger world-wide toward Israel, and by extension Israel's supporters such as the USA, and makes a mockery of our support for democratic ideals and respect for human rights.


II.  THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Articles & Activist Opportunities
(TOPIC I.7) Iran (2 articles) - this editorial and news wire article describe two separate possible reactions to Iran's alleged race for a nuclear weapon - a new arms race amongst the Arab States and toughening of opposition toward Iran in the West.

 

(TOPIC I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks with Israel (3 articles) - these 3 articles describe (1) a peaceful Christmas in Bethlehem under PA rule, (2) the prospect of the Pope coming to Bethlehem in the near future, and (3) the PA reaching out to the Israeli public with Hebrew speaking ads touting the Arab peace plan.

 

(TOPIC I.5) Palestinian Nakba v. Israel B'day (3 articles) - these articles describe Bush's White House Hanukkah celebration as a renewal of his commitment to Israel and celebration of Israel's 60th birthday.  Of course there is no mention of the Nakba.

 

(TOPIC I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (2 articles) - describes demonstrations in Lebanon by Hezbollah supporters to end the Israeli blockade, and in support of Hamas.

 

(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (1 article) - this article describes a relatively new diplomatic approach to strengthen focus on Syria as a way to further isolate Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas, and to nurture new peaceful relations between Israel, Lebanon and Syria.

 

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (5 articles) - these articles cover 3 important issues - (1) the West pushes through a new UN Security Council resolution perpetuating the Annapolis peace process as the basis for future peace negotiations rather than starting over, (2) Israel expells the Special Rapporteur of the UN Human Rights Council accusing him of anti-Israel bias, and (3) the life of the president of the UN General Assembly is threatened - theoretically for his anti-Israel statements.

 

(TOPIC II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (2 articles) - Israeli troops kill a militant in the West Bank.  Only pro-Israel background is given.

 

(TOPIC II.7) New violent settler movement (2 articles) - the successful eviction of radical settlers in Hebron leading to violence against Palestinians portends the future - conflict between the settler movement and the government if it does not give in to its demands, and growing violence across the West Bank as these people also turn on innocent Palestinian civilians.

 

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (29 articles) - most of the articles describe Hamas declaring the truce dead.  There is some description of how both sides violated the truce, including both Israel's initial incursion a week ago where 6 militants were killed and inadequate opening of the borders during the truce period.  Threats to topple Hamas from ISraeli candidates now have resulted, and efforts by the international community to ease the blockade continue, including now allowing in more cash and support for the Palestinian banking system in both Gaza and the West Bank.

 

(TOPIC II.3) Settlement building & protests (2 articles) - 2 issues - (1) Britain issues warning for citizens not to buy land in Israeli settlements because of possible peace dealing making such a purchase moot, and (2) an alleged land purchase in Palestine leading to a settlement is trace to fraudulent papers drawn up in Southern California.

 

(TOPIC II.2) Separation barrier in WB (4 articles) - 2 issues - (1) victory in Bilin as Israeli Supreme Court sets precedent-setting ruling that the security barrier cannot be routed to buffer future settlement housing but only to buffer houses already built in settlement.  This is significant because it inhibits the extensive Israeli government plans for expanding the settlements.  (2)  The Israeli plan for limited openings through barrier for passage of commerce is criticized by the World Bank as amounting only to a series of chokeholds on the Palestinian economy.

 

(TOPIC II.1) Palestinian POWs (6 articles) - Olmert's release of 224 Palestinians from Israeli prisons is described.  One article declares it illegal because they are alleged terrorists but doesn't realize that they may be amongst the very high percentage of Palestinians who are in Israeli prisons under 'administrative detention' - imprisoned without charges or trial, which is illegal.

 

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (5 articles) - as Kadima elects its slate of candidates for the February elections, the gap between Livni and Netanyahu  narrows.  Another article describes how numbers of candidates are copying Obama's internet style and usage, including Netanyahu.

 

(TOPIC IV.4) Israeli Democracy Struggles (1 article) - this article reports in a critical manner about the far-left political views of Avraham Burg, who is another Israeli politicians who has swung from the right to the left (like Olmert).

 

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (4 articles) - 3 articles demonstrate how Israel and its history is whitewashed for tourists, and the last article describes a film movement that has grown out of the settler movement which both humanizes and yet challenges that movement.

 

(TOPIC V.1) USA Foreign Policy (15 articles) - these articles cover 4 issues - (1) Bush and Rice praising their efforts including pushing through a UN resolution perpetuating them, (2) future diplomatic prospects for Obama including in dealing with Netanyahu and with Brown of Britain, (3) the explosion of praise and support for the journalist who threw his shoes at Bush, and is now jailed, and (4) the development in US courts of viewing religious Judaism as implying a flight risk because of the official declaration of automatic citizenship in Israel for Jews.


2.  Special Focus Articles
Below is the pertinent information and notes about the quality of reporting for the 3 sets of Special Focus articles for this week's report:
 

(1)  Articles on the ending of the Hamas-Israel truce.
(2)  Articles on release of Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails.
(3)  Critical article about right-wing Israeli politician, Avraham Burg, turned liberal.
 

End of the Truce:  First, here is the pertinent information about the articles about the failed truce between Hamas and Israel including brief comments about the equality of their reporting.  The two articles which serve of models of good reporting are reprinted in full below in this Action Alert.  Please notice how they give a statistical breakdown of how both Israel and Hamas performed during the truce – a very important piece of information that should be in every report that covers the breakdown of the truce:
Here are the two well-written articles:
Hamas formally ends truce with Israel
By Richard Boudreaux 
December 19, 2008
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-fg-gaza19-2008dec19,0,2438698.story
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/36429504.html
This article sets the standard for reporting on this issue by including statistics showing how Israel had not significantly relieved the humanitarian crisis during the truce period, a point the international community generally agreed with, and describing how the final blow came with the tunnel raid which killed six militants, while also showing with statistics how Hamas had also not completely stopped the rockets during the truce period also.

News Analysis: Gaza Truce May Be Revived by Necessity 
By ETHAN BRONNER
Published: December 19, 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/20/world/middleeast/20mideast.html
This article provided very good reporting on this issue by including statistics showing how Israel had not significantly relieved the humanitarian crisis during the truce period, a point the international community generally agreed with, and describing how the final blow came with the tunnel raid which killed six militants, while also showing with statistics how Hamas had also not completely stopped the rockets during the truce period also.  The article also describes the ongoing attacks on Hamas members in the West Bank which also upset Hamas trying to maintain the truce in Gaza.  The only important point missing would be that the international community was in general agreement that the humanitarian allowance during the period of the truce was inadequate.
Here are 9 articles written by 9 other major reporters that definitely need improvement:
Gaza militants launch more rockets into Israel
By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 
Sunday, December 21, 2008; 2:27 AM
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/worl,d/6165817.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/820906.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/36521649.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/20/AR2008122000217.html
much more focus on rocket attacks than Israeli incursions and air attacks.  No background except one line mentioning ongoing border closure keeping Gaza in shortage.

Israeli official warns of longer Gaza rocket range
By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 
Sunday, December 21, 2008; 5:50 PM
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/36533424.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/12/22/MN6S14SD9P.DTL&hw=Hamas&sn=015&sc=224
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/21/AR2008122100316.html
gave two lines on background - "Israel has largely kept the crossings into Gaza closed in response to the rocket fire, a move that has caused shortages of fuel and basic goods in the territory of 1.4 million Palestinians...", and a quote from Gaza leader that Israeli citizens would "not sleep peacefully as long as Gaza children are not enjoying water, electricity, medicine and peace."", and gave many more details of Hamas rockets than Israeli incursiions and air strikes including initial one that began the collapse.

Gaza militants hit Israeli house with rocket
Writing by Ari Rabinovitch; Editing by Jon Boyle, Reuters 
Sunday, December 21, 2008; 3:07 AM
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/21/AR2008122100227.html
no description of background info... on violations for example... one line on rocket attack, one line on air strike, and nothing about keeping borders closed.

Hamas Formally Suspends Truce - Gazans Accuse Israel of Breaches; 2 Sides Trade Fire
By Steve Weizman, Associated Press 
Saturday, December 20, 2008; Page A11
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/12/20/MNOO14RD7C.DTL&hw=Hamas&sn=018&sc=373
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/19/AR2008121903265.html
this article contained single line references to virtually every factor in the ending of the truce - that the border closing was never really relieved, that there was an exchange of violence which started with the Israeli attack on the Hamas tunnel, and polls showing that the majority of people on both sides wanted the truce extended.  The only point where the article could be said to be inadequate is that the international community has been generally in agreement that Israel has not adequately fulfilled its commitment and claim that it allows through the border the minimum of humanitarian aid, and this contradicts what the article says which takes Israel at its word.

Israeli air strike kills Gaza militant
By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Writing by Joseph Nasr; Editing by Katie Nguyen, Reuters 
Saturday, December 20, 2008; 7:05 AM
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/20/AR2008122000252.html
This article does not mention the largely uninterrupted border closings and inadequate humanitarian aid as a factor leading to the failure of the truce.  However it does mention the tunnel raid by the Israelis as the action which led to the resumption of violence and brought the truce down.

Hamas says won't extend truce with Israel
By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 
Thursday, December 18, 2008; 2:50 PM
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/19/2_hamas_officials_say_truce_with_israel_wont_be_extended/
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/819679.html
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/36518514.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/12/21/MNVT14S1VP.DTL&hw=Hamas&sn=016&sc=357
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008495917_apmlisraelpalestinians.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/18/AR2008121800785.html
Mr. Barzak's article mentions almost every factor contributing to the failure of the truce, including the initial strike against the tunnel by Israel and the failure to never really relieve the humanitarian crisis throughout the truce leading to the exchange now of rockets and air strikes that Gaza is now experiencing.

Gaza militants practice tactics; Hamas rulers say truce with Israel ends Friday
By DIAA HADID and IBRAHIM BARZAK | Associated Press Writers 
2:43 PM CST, December 17, 2008
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-fading-truce,0,7960302.story
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/816837.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_palestinians_fading_truce.html
This article mentions almost every factor contributing to the failure of the truce, including the initial strike against the tunnel by Israel and the failure to never really relieve the humanitarian crisis throughout the truce leading to the exchange now of rockets and air strikes that Gaza is now experiencing.  It also mentions the poll showing the majority of citizens on both sides support the truce continuing.

Israel: Palestinian Militants Fire Rockets From Gaza
By ISABEL KERSHNER
Published: December 17, 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/18/world/middleeast/18briefs-PALESTINIANM_BRF.html?scp=5&sq=Israel&st=cse
This very brief article mentions almost no factors leading to the collapse of the truce other than the killing of a militant in the West Bank earlier in the week.  No mention of the lack of significant humanitarian relief during the truce period, or of the deadly Israeli tunnel raid that largely restarted the violence.
 

Army says Gaza militants fire 9 rockets at Israel
By KARIN LAUB, Associated Press
Posted on Tuesday, 12.16.08
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/815281.html
This small article does not get into the reasons for the breakdown of the truce, but instead lists the terms the two sides are demanding for resuming the truce – Hamas wants the borders opened, and Israel wants the right to conduct military excursions into Gaza against the rocketeers.


-------------------------------------
Palestinian Prisoner Release:  Below is the pertinent information about the articles about the prisoner release.  It is important that these authors know about the issue of administrative detention.  Even if we don't know if any of these prisoners were held without charges and trial, it is still a serious issue, and most likely some of them were since at times 1 out of every 10 prisoners were held that way.  None of these articles and their authors mention it.
Many useful reference materials on Palestinian prisoner civil rights violations by Israel including administrative detention can be found on our website at http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBprisoners.htm
Palestinians rejoice as Israel frees 224 prisoners
By Richard Boudreaux and Maher Abukhater 
December 16, 2008
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-prisoners16-2008dec16,0,6172065.story
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/12/16/MNFF14OISU.DTL&hw=Hamas&sn=019&sc=091
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008524515_mideast16.html
Israel frees 224 prisoners in bid to aid Abbas
By BEN HUBBARD, Associated Press
December 16, 2008
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/headline/world/6166757.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/812581.html
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/36217364.html

Israel frees 224 Palestinians, including groom
By MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH, The Associated Press
Monday, December 15, 2008; 2:35 PM
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11236192?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/worl,d/6165817.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/15/AR2008121500548.html

Palestinians celebrate release from Israeli jails
By Ali Sawafta, Editing by Douglas Hamilton and Andrew Dobbie, Reuters 
Monday, December 15, 2008; 2:04 PM
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/15/AR2008121500163.html

It is most important for Mr. Beres to understand the issue of adminstrative detention because he is of the opinion that such prisoner releases are illegal because all of the released prisoners were convicted terrorists.  His op-ed is reprinted in its entirety below.
Israel's plan to free Palestinian prisoners is foolish – and illegal
By Louis René Beres
from the December 15, 2008 edition
http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1215/p09s01-coop.html

Critical Op-Ed on New Left Israeli Politician:  Finally, Mr. Bronner's op-ed critical of Avraham Burg is also reprinted below in its entirety.
The Saturday Profile: Once a Political Riser, an Israeli Challenges His Country’s Identity 
By ETHAN BRONNER
December 20, 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/20/world/middleeast/20burg.html?pagewanted=print
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/393147_israel22.html

 
III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
1.  Special Focus Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS - all AP staff can be contact through - info@ap.com

Ibrahim Barzak, Mohammed Daraghmeh, Matti Friedman, Diaa Hadid, Ben Hubbard, Karin Laub, Mark Lavie, Ali Sawafta, Steve Weizman


REUTERS - all Reuters staff can be contacted through the Comment Info Form found at --
http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

Reporters & Writers - Nidal al-Mughrabi, Joseph Nasr, Ari Rabinovitch

 

Editors - Jon Boyle, Katie Nguyen

Miscellaneous Reporters   (contact info given below) -
 

Maher Abukhater (LA Times), Louis René Beres (Purdue University), Richard Boudreaux (LA Times) - boudreaux@latimes.com, Ethan Bronner (NY Times), Isabel Kershner (NY Times) - 

Newspapers -

Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News
New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com
Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com

2.  All of this Week's Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -
ASSOCIATED PRESS - all staff can be contacted through the email - info@ap.com
Ibrahim Barzak, Hussein Dakroub, Mohammed Daraghmeh, Matti Friedman, Diaa Hadid, Aron Heller, Frank Jordans, Jamey Keaten, Lee Keath, Karin Laub, Mark Lavie, Edith M. Lederer, Matthew Lee, Robert H. Reid, David Stringer, Amy Teibel, Steve Weizman


REUTERS - all staff can be reached through the Comment Input Form found on their website at this location - http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 
Reporters & Writers - Wael al-Ahmad, Nidal al-Mughrabi, Adam Entous, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Douglas Hamilton, Ori Lewis, Alastair Macdonald, Joseph Nasr, Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Ari Rabinovitch, Ali Sawafta, 
Editors - Sami Aboudi, Jon Boyle, Andrew Dobbie, Katie Nguyen, Tim Pearce, Michael Roddy, 

MISCELLANEOUS
Maher Abukhater  (LA Times) - maher.abukhater@latimes.com
 

Louis René Beres (Purdue University) - lberes@purdue.edu
 

Nicholas Blanford | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor - 
http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4&url=/2008/1210/p06s02-wome.html
 

Richard Boudreaux (LA Times) - boudreaux@latimes.com
 

Jess Bravin  (WSJ) - jess.bravin@wsj.com
 

Ethan Bronner  (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ethan_bronner/index.html
 

Nicholas Confessore  (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/c/nicholas_confessore/index.html
 

David D'Arcy  (WSJ) - david.darcy@wsj.com
 

Bob Davis  (WSJ) - bob.davis@wsj.com
 

Penny Kaganoff (LA Times) - peggy.kaganoff@latimes.com
 

Isabel Kershner (NY Times) - http://www.nytimes.com/gst/emailus.html
 

Ashraf Khalil (LA Times) - ashraf.khalil@latimes.com
 

Howard LaFranchi | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor - 
http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C8EFF7E1F2E4A0CCE1C6F2E1EEE3E8E9
 

Kimberley A. Strassel (WSJ) - kim@wsj.com 

Newspapers -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org
Valuable resources on Palestinian prisoners’ rights violations including administrative detention are found on the page –

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBprisoners.htm

1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).

(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 
 
VI.  FULL TEXT OF SPECIAL FOCUS ARTICLES
*********Article 1 - good reporting on Truce ending*************************
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-fg-gaza19-2008dec19,0,2438698.story
Hamas Formally Ends Truce With Israel
By Richard Boudreaux 
December 19, 2008

The militant group refuses to extend the cease-fire. It blames Israel for not lifting a crippling blockade of the Gaza Strip.

Reporting from Jerusalem - Hamas declared a formal end to its cease-fire with Israel on Thursday, ruling out an extension of a 6-month-old pact that had begun to fray weeks ago with tit-for-tat attacks across Israel's border with the Gaza Strip.
Fawzi Barhoum, a spokesman for the militant group that controls Gaza, said the truce would expire early today. He said it was not being renewed because "the enemy refused to comply" with promises to lift a crippling blockade of the Palestinian enclave.
The decision's immediate effect was unclear. Hamas stopped short of threatening an escalation of rocket and mortar attacks, and Israeli officials said they were reluctant to launch a major military offensive in the densely populated territory. The border remained quiet in the first hour after the truce lapsed.
But the collapse of the Egyptian-brokered accord dimmed hope of a long-term calm that could help Israel avoid friction with moderate Arab nations.
Hamas bars hajj pilgrims from leaving Gaza 
Israel rebuffs U.N. plea to ease Gaza blockade It raised the threat of fresh strikes on southern Israeli towns within rocket range of Gaza and a tighter squeeze on the coastal strip's 1.5 million Palestinians, already short of food, fuel, electricity and other essentials.
"The truce was always fragile, with numerous violations by each side from the beginning," said Robert A. Pastor, an American University professor who joined former President Carter in meeting with Hamas leaders in Syria last weekend and then traveled here without Carter to discuss the truce with Israeli officials.
Pastor said both sides still had an opportunity to revive the accord and expand it, "but this will become less likely if the pattern of rockets and retaliation continues."
Israel has sharply restricted movement across its border with Gaza since Hamas, whose charter calls for destroying the Jewish state, won the Palestinian Authority's parliamentary elections in early 2006 and launched near-daily rocket attacks from Gaza. The boycott was tightened after the Islamic group seized full control of the territory in June 2007, ousting the rival secular-led Fatah movement.
Hamas' truce with Israel was the first such accord to call for easing the blockade. It was conditioned on observance of a "mutual and simultaneous calm" by the Israeli army and Gaza's well-armed paramilitary units.
Although violence and casualties dropped sharply, neither side was satisfied. Hamas complained that Israel allowed far less than the promised restoration of cross-border deliveries to mid-2007 levels.
The United Nations and other observers supported this assertion and accused Israel of inflicting collective punishment on Gaza's civilian population.
According to U.N. data, the number of truckloads of food and humanitarian supplies reaching Gaza rose during the truce to a peak of 2,593 per month but remained far below the 9,400 monthly average before mid-2007.
Supplies of industrial diesel fuel also rose, to 676,000 gallons per week, but remained short of the 924,000 gallons needed each week to operate Gaza's only power plant at full capacity, according to Gisha, an Israeli group that advocates freer movement over the Gaza border.
Israeli officials countered that any shortages should be blamed on Hamas' unceasing belligerence. Although rocket and mortar attacks dropped to one a week during early autumn, they never stopped, and Israel said Hamas used the calm to replenish its arsenal by smuggling in weapons from Egypt.
The truce began to unravel Nov. 4 when Israeli forces entered Gaza for the first time since June to blow up a tunnel that, according to Israel, Hamas was digging as part of a plan to capture Israeli soldiers along the border. Six Hamas members were killed during the operation.
Since then, Hamas and smaller groups in Gaza have fired nearly 300 rockets and mortar shells into Israel, the Israeli military said. At least 10 more Palestinian militants have been killed in Israeli assaults.
For the first time since the truce took effect, Israeli fighter jets roared over Gaza on Thursday, targeting rocket launchers and arms depots.
Although the violence is less intense than it was before the truce, Israel has imposed a near-total closure of the border since early November, causing frequent electricity blackouts, food shortages and a depletion of cash reserves in Gaza banks. On Thursday, the U.N. Relief and Works Agency, which feeds half of Gaza's population, ran out of donated food and closed its warehouses.
Israeli officials said the unwritten truce agreement had no expiration date. Wary of a confrontation that could cause heavy casualties on both sides, they had hoped Hamas would agree to extend it.
But indirect talks brokered by Egypt failed last weekend to achieve a new understanding. Hamas said its demands for unrestricted movement of goods through the border were rejected.
Defense Minister Ehud Barak said Wednesday that Israel would react cautiously to the end of the truce.
"We are not afraid of launching a large-scale military operation in Gaza, but there is no need to rush into it," he said. "When the situation requires us to, we will act."
 

Special correspondent Rushdi abu Alouf in Gaza City contributed to this report.
======Article 2 - good reporting on Truce ending=================
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/20/world/middleeast/20mideast.html
 

News Analysis: Gaza Truce May Be Revived by Necessity

By ETHAN BRONNER
Published: December 19, 2008

 


JERUSALEM — Rockets are flying from Gaza into southern Israeli communities again. Israeli warplanes are firing missiles back, and Israel is closing the crossings through which food and fuel are supplied. The United Nations agency that feeds Palestinian refugees in Gaza says its stocks of flour are exhausted.

 

In other words, the six-month truce that Israel and Hamas, the militant Palestinian leaders of Gaza, agreed to on June 19 is over. On Friday, Hamas officially declared in a statement that the ceasefire had expired, saying the truce would not be renewed because Israel was failing to fulfill its “fundamental conditions and obligations.” The end of the truce was greeted by relative calm, with only a scattering of rocket attacks and no major Israeli military activity. Officials and analysts on both sides say that things are likely to deteriorate further in the short term, but that both sides need the truce, so they will probably grope their way back to it. The question is how soon and after how much suffering.

 

Israel and Hamas accuse each other of bad faith and of violations of the Egyptian-mediated accord, and each side has a point. Rockets from Gaza never stopped entirely during the truce, and Israel never allowed a major renewed flow of goods into Gaza, crippling its economy. This is at least partly because the agreement had no mutually agreed text or enforcement mechanism; neither side wanted to grant the legitimacy to the other that such a document would imply. 

 

“I think it is going to get a lot worse before it gets better,” remarked Robert A. Pastor, who has been traveling in the region with former President Jimmy Carter, meeting with Hamas and other officials. “It did lead to a significant reduction in the number of rockets fired at Israel until November, but the truce had less impact on the goods going in. One hopes both sides learn lessons and agree on a text and publicize it.”

 

There seems little likelihood of that happening soon. Hamas considers Israel an illegitimate state and is doctrinally committed to its destruction, while Israel views Hamas as a terrorist group that must be dismantled. Yet each needs the other to hold its fire. That is why negotiations over another truce have started, again through Egypt. Separately, the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, was due to hold what is likely to be a final meeting with President Bush in Washington on Friday to discuss peace negotiations. He had called for Hamas to renew the truce.

 

Hamas officials say it was their understanding at the time that two weeks after the June 19 accord took effect Israel would open the crossings and allow the transfer of goods that had been banned or restricted after June 2007, when Hamas waged a violent takeover of Gaza. 

 

Their job, the Hamas officials said, was to stop the rocket attacks on Israel not only from its own armed groups, but also from others based in Gaza, including Islamic Jihad and Al Aksa Martyrs Brigades. 

 

It took some days, but they were largely successful. Hamas imposed its will and even imprisoned some of those who were firing rockets. Israeli and United Nations figures show that while more than 300 rockets were fired into Israel in May, 10 to 20 were fired in July, depending on who was counting and whether mortar rounds were included. In August, 10 to 30 were fired, and in September, 5 to 10.

 

But the goods shipments, while up some 25 to 30 percent and including a mix of more items, never began to approach what Hamas thought it was going to get: a return to the 500 to 600 truckloads delivered daily before the closing, including appliances, construction materials and other goods essential for life beyond mere survival. Instead, the number of trucks increased to around 90 from around 70. 

 

Israeli officials acknowledged that transferring previously banned goods had been the plan, but said that there was no specific date for the increase and that it was to happen in steps. But the rockets never fully stopped.

 

“The Palestinians wanted to have one or two rockets a week to keep our people in tension and still tell people inside Gaza, ‘See, we continue to fight and we continue to bring in goods,’” said Shlomo Dror, chief spokesman for Israel’s Defense Ministry. “The moment we fail to react to one rocket we encourage them. Our only choice was to close the crossings when rockets came in.”

 

In addition, Israeli forces continued to attack Hamas and other militants in the West Bank, prompting Palestinian militants in Gaza to fire rockets. The Israeli military also found several dozen improvised explosive devices used against its vehicles on the Gaza border and about a dozen cases of sniper fire from Gaza directed at its forces.

 

While this back-and-forth did not topple the agreement, Israel’s decision in early November to destroy a tunnel Hamas had been digging near the border drove the cycle of violence to a much higher level. Israel says the tunnel could have been dug only for the purpose of trying to seize a soldier, like Cpl. Gilad Shalit, the Israeli held by Hamas for the past two and a half years. Israel’s attack on the tunnel killed six Hamas militants, and each side has stepped up attacks since.

 

Israel was actually hoping that the agreement would lead to progress on Corporal Shalit’s release, or at least to increased information on his condition or negotiations over an exchange for him. But Hamas said the Shalit case was entirely separate from the accord, just as Israel had rejected the request by Hamas to have the truce suspend attacks on its men in the West Bank. There, too, Hamas had hopes that the accord would create some changes that did not take place.

 

Israel’s focus on Corporal Shalit and Hamas’s focus on the West Bank are examples of why the agreement, without a text or enforcement mechanism, has been so problematic, with each side relying on its own desires rather than on mutually agreed steps. But given each side’s refusal to acknowledge the other’s legitimacy, another such accord of winks and nods seems the likely outcome of any coming negotiations. 

 

 

Taghreed El-Khodary contributed reporting from Gaza.
 

 

======Op-Ed declaring Prisoner Release Illegal==================
 

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1215/p09s01-coop.html
 

Israel's Plan To Free Palestinian Prisoners Is Foolish – And Illegal

By Louis René Beres
from the December 15, 2008 edition

 


No nation has the authority to pardon violations of international law.
 


West Lafayette, Ind. - Outgoing Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert intends to free 230 Palestinian prisoners Monday – a "gesture of goodwill" toward the Mahmoud Abbas-led Palestinians. We shouldn't worry, we're told, because the men belong to the "moderate" Fatah, not Hamas or Islamic Jihad, are "without blood on their hands," and must sign a commitment not to return to violence. 

 

Make no mistake: These outlaws are, to all intents and purposes, terrorists bent on Israel's destruction. And, if past is prologue, Israel can expect more terror as a result of this appeasement. 

 

A formal agreement from terrorists not to terrorize is a silly document. Likewise, the presumption that a Fatah-led "Palestine" would be better for Israel is plainly wrong. Fatah's present statements may be moderate, but its past and its hoped-for future tell a different story. In its bloody history of violence against Israelis, Fatah is essentially indistinguishable from Hamas. And a glance at official Palestinian maps of "Palestine," which encompass all of Israel, shows what it really thinks of the "two-state solution." 

 

Mr. Olmert's gesture is based on the vain hope that Palestinian Authority President Abbas now seeks real peace with Israel. Such hope is unfounded, but keeping it alive could be helpful to Olmert's Kadima Party and prime ministerial hopeful Tzipi Livni in the Feb. 10 elections. Yet his gambit is not only bad politics; it arguably violates international law in several respects. 

 

First, every nation has a primary legal obligation to protect its citizens. The prisoner release flouts that solemn duty.

 

Second, every state has an obligation to prosecute and punish terrorists. This is codified in many authoritative sources, and is also deducible from the binding Nuremberg Principles (1950). According to Principle 1: "Any person who commits an act which constitutes a crime under international law is responsible therefore and liable to punishment." 

 

Terrorism is a serious crime under international law. The precise offenses that make up this crime can be found at The European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism. International law presumes solidarity between states in the fight against crime, including the crime of terrorism. This presumption is mentioned in Hugo Grotius's "The Law of War and Peace" (1625). 

 

Although Israel has clear jurisdiction to punish crimes committed on its territory, it also has the right to act under broader principles of "universal jurisdiction." Its case for such jurisdiction, which derives from an expectation of interstate solidarity, is found in the four Geneva Conventions of Aug. 12, 1949. These conventions impose upon the high contracting parties the obligation to punish "grave breaches." 

 

No government has the legal right to free terrorists as a goodwill gesture. In America, it is clear from the Constitution that the president's power to pardon does not encompass violations of international law. It's limited to "offenses against the United States." To the extent that President Bush should concur in Olmert's asymmetrical deal with Fatah – effectively an American act of complicity with terrorists – the US would be in violation of international law. 

 

In capturing and punishing Arab terrorists, Israel acted on behalf of all states. Because some of the terrorists had committed crimes against other states, Israel cannot pardon these offenses against other sovereigns. Although Olmert's latest terrorist release does not, strictly speaking, represent a "pardon," it will have the same effect. 

 

No state possesses the authority to pardon violations of international law, regardless of what might be permissible under domestic laws. The principle is also established in law that, by virtue of such releases, the releasing state itself must assume responsibility for past criminal acts and for future ones. 

 

That's why Monday's release could implicate Israel for a "denial of justice." This could have profound security consequences for both the US and Israel. Although punishment does not always deter crimes, this freeing of terrorists will undermine the Jewish state's legal obligation to incapacitate violent criminals from committing new acts of mass murder. It needs to be stopped. 

 


• Louis René Beres is a professor of international law at Purdue University and the author of many books and articles about international criminal law.  

 

 

======Op-Ed criticizing Conservative Israeli turned Liberal===========
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/20/world/middleeast/20burg.html?pagewanted=print
The Saturday Profile: Once A Political Riser, An Israeli Challenges His Country’s Identity 
By ETHAN BRONNER
December 20, 2008
JERUSALEM — THERE was a time not so long ago when Avraham Burg was viewed by many Israelis as proof that the inherent tensions of Zionism — religious versus secular, insular versus worldly, Jewish state versus state of all its citizens — could be reconciled with grace. Here was a religiously observant Jew with a cosmopolitan outlook, a decorated paratrooper who believed deeply in peace with the Arabs, an eloquent, fast-rising public figure accessible to a broad range of citizens. 
Widely known by his nickname, Avrum, Mr. Burg, a happily married father of six and the son of one of Israel’s most admired and longest-serving government ministers, was talked about as a candidate for prime minister. Long before his 50th birthday, he led the World Zionist Organization and served as speaker in Parliament. 
But four years ago Mr. Burg not only walked away from politics, but also basically walked away from Zionism. In a book that came out last year and has just been translated and released in the United States, he said that Israel should not be a Jewish state, that its law of return granting citizenship to any Jew should be radically altered, that Israeli Arabs were like German Jews during the Second Reich and that the entire society felt eerily like Germany just before the rise of Hitler.
In other words, rather than reconciling the country’s complex tensions, Mr. Burg ended up imploding from them. 
“I realized something about myself and Israel that frightened me,” he said recently, looking back over the past few years. “I realized that Israel had become an efficient kingdom with no prophecy. Where was it going? What is a Jewish democratic state? What does it mean that Jews define themselves by genetics 60 years after genetics were used against them?”
Israel is no stranger to self-examination. Its leaders and thinkers, indeed many of its average citizens, are aware that nearly everything about the place defies normal categorization and is subject to debate. This is a source of both pride and irritation. But many said Mr. Burg, 53, was not just asking delicate questions. He was poisoning the well from which the nation — and he — had long drawn their water. 
As Ari Shavit, a writer for the newspaper Haaretz, said to him in an interview when the book was published here: “Your book is anti-Israel in the deepest sense. It is a book from which loathing of Israeliness emanates.”
Mr. Burg rejected that accusation and still does. He wrote from love, he said, and if the issues he raised were troubling, if they caused a stir, that was very much his aim. 
There is no doubt that he raises some serious questions: Is Israel too focused on the Holocaust as a touchstone of history? Can it stay both Jewish and democratic over the long term, or is it time to look for another model? What kind of future is there for Israeli Arabs?
Less clear, however, is whether Mr. Burg has provided any serious answers. This is partly because his book and discourse vacillate between two poles: congratulating Jews and the Zionist movement for their success so far, but warning them that they are turning into a kind of self-justifying Sparta, a warlike state on the verge of tragedy. 
His central point is summed up in the English title of his book: “The Holocaust Is Over; We Must Rise From Its Ashes” (Palgrave Macmillan). The Nazi slaughter of six million Jews, he says, has become the central theme of Israeli life, dominating it in a way that distorts the country’s outlook. Teenagers are sent on trips to Auschwitz; every enemy of Israel (Yasir Arafat, the Palestinian leader; Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the president of Iran) is viewed as the reincarnation of Hitler.
MR. BURG has shifted the title of his book over the years. When he was writing it, he called it “Hitler Won.” When he published it in Hebrew he called it “Defeating Hitler.” 
Partly, he said in the interview, his thinking is evolving, and partly his American editors made some smart cuts and suggestions. But it also seems clear that he has modified and adjusted his arguments, especially for a foreign audience. The English version does not have some of his more alarming assertions in the Hebrew one — for example, that the Israeli government would probably soon pass the equivalent of the Nuremberg laws, with provisions like a prohibition on marriage between Jews and Arabs.
Asked what precipitated his initial shift from mainstream public figure to more marginal public scourge, Mr. Burg pointed to a process that began in 2001 when he ran for leadership of the Labor Party and lost in a tight race that he says was stolen from him through back-room deals. 
It was not so much the loss, he asserted, as the realization that he had poured his heart and soul into trying to win something that he had thought so little about. 
“I knew how to get elected, but what was I going to do once I got there?” he recalled thinking. Maybe, he felt, it was lucky that he lost.
He took five weeks off and walked part of the Appalachian Trail in Connecticut, New York and New Jersey by himself. “In five weeks I met 11 people, none of them Jewish,” he said. He realized that life here was too insular for him, that it was time to step outside the provincial concerns of the extended Jewish family.
Mr. Burg, born and raised in one of West Jerusalem’s most admired neighborhoods and a graduate of the Hebrew University, comes from one of the country’s iconic families. His father, Yosef Burg, barely escaped the Nazis when he left Germany in September 1939 and was a government minister for nearly four decades. His mother was a survivor of the Arab massacre of Jews in Hebron in 1929. 
But Mr. Burg wanted a clean slate. He decided to leave politics and build an international business, stop writing bills and news releases and write books, stop taking short runs and train for marathons. And so he has. He is co-owner of a company that takes over failing businesses and rebuilds them for sale, has published two best-selling books and is a long-distance runner. He travels frequently and added a French passport to his Israeli one, a benefit of his wife’s origin. 
The many friends and acquaintances of Mr. Burg — a man of great charm and wit, with a large social appetite — have been left bewildered by it all, saying the soft, flowery answers he has offered to his big, tough questions have left them cold.
Tom Segev, for example, a left-wing historian and Haaretz columnist, said in a review that the book was “one of the most spaced-out and in-your-face books this country has seen in many years.”
WHAT are Mr. Burg’s prescriptions? He wants a new Jewish identity focused not on the particular but on the universal, asserting that “if we do not establish modern Israeli identity on foundations of optimism, faith in humans and full trust in the family of nations, we have no chance of existing.” He wants Israel to dismantle the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem and replace it with the headquarters for the International Criminal Court, making it the epicenter of international prevention of genocide. 
In truth, he has gained almost no traction here with such recommendations. Yet what is perhaps most interesting of all is that Mr. Burg continues to play a public role in Israel. He is invited to speak to young people, he writes occasional opinion columns, and he is greeted warmly, even embraced, in this city’s cafes. This may be because, despite it all, Avrum Burg is family. And whether he likes it or not, Israelis look out for family.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT: This School Makes Film A Kosher Career Choice

By DAVID D'ARCY

DECEMBER 16, 2008, 11:09 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122946902888612081.html
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Arabs' hope for Obama dented by doubts - Staff picks, stance on Israel criticized as the status quo

By Liz Sly | Tribune correspondent 

1:15 AM CST, December 21, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-obama-mideast_slydec21,0,4214262.story

Bush says peace talks have yielded progress

By MATTHEW LEE, Associated Press Writer

December 20, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-bush-abbas_for_webdec20,0,5004139.story

Kennedy Offers Hints of a Platform, and a Few Surprises 

By NICHOLAS CONFESSORE

Published: December 20, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/21/nyregion/21kennedy.html?scp=3&sq=Israel&st=cse

Bush on His Record The president defends his democracy agenda and his economic interventionism.

By KIMBERLEY A. STRASSEL

DECEMBER 20, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122973196721822961.html

Despite no Middle East peace deal, Bush says talks have yielded a 'good deal of progress'

By MATTHEW LEE | Associated Press Writer 

4:47 PM CST, December 19, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-us-mideast,0,409542.story

Citizenship in Israel At Center of Bail Fight

By JESS BRAVIN

DECEMBER 19, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122965454701120777.html

Does “Jewish Heritage” Make Someone a Flight Risk? The Feds Say Yes

Posted by Dan Slater

December 19, 2008, 10:02 am

http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2008/12/19/does-jewish-heritage-make-someone-a-flight-risk-the-feds-say-yes/

Bush says peace talks have yielded progress

By MATTHEW LEE, The Associated Press

Friday, December 19, 2008; 5:46 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/19/AR2008121900233.html

Mideast awaits new leaders, direction in 2009

By Nicholas Blanford | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor

from the December 17, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1217/p07s02-wome.htm

Israel's coming test for Obama

By Walter Rodgers

from the December 16, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1216/p09s01-coop.html

Rice cites Israeli-Palestinian peace moves 

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Associated Press Writer

December 15, 2008 - 5:32 p.m. PST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Rice_UN.html

Pair of hurled shoes uncorks Mideast's deep, personal bitterness at Bush over years of turmoil

By ROBERT H. REID and LEE KEATH | Associated Press Writers 

2:34 PM CST, December 15, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-bush-arab-anger-analysis,0,2623094.story

Rice says Israel and Palestinians have moved further toward peace under Bush

By EDITH M. LEDERER | Associated Press Writer 

7:32 PM CST, December 15, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-rice-un,0,7390706.story

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown says he and Obama pledged to focus on Mideast peace

By DAVID STRINGER | Associated Press Writer 

9:43 AM CST, December 15, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/sns-ap-eu-britain-palestinians,0,3499208.story

Rice cites Israeli-Palestinian peace moves

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press

Monday, December 15, 2008; 8:32 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/15/AR2008121501296.html
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