The State of Middle East Reporting by Mainstream US Media

Week:  December 8 – 14, 2008 


PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION - it is important to remember that these Action Alerts in their present stage of development represent only a prototype - give only a hint of what their full potential actually is to become an instrument for feedback to the media - to hold them accountable for the quality of their reporting, and to educate them on what is really happening to the Palestinian people.  Please consider helping us achieve the full potential of this important work by going to our Contact page on our website, and donating to our mission.
 
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  62
 
2.  Special Focus Article for this Week:
"The Line In The Sand" - a multi-segment special program being currently broadcasted by WTOP News Radio (the main 24 hour news station) throughout the Washington DC region that reinforces the misconception that the Palestinian liberation movement only consists of violent terrorists, and that the Middle East conflict is between equal opponents in terms of strength and righteousness.

 
II.  THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Articles & Activist Opportunities
 

(TOPIC I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (1 article) - this article describes the efforts of the new Iraqi government to create a Middle East economic, but excluding Israel.  Unfortunately the Iraqi official explaining the effort did not give a clear explanation for the exclusion of Israel, which would have helped especially the West understand why so much of the world finds Israel so objectionable.  They could have said something like, "Israel will be excluded until they recognize and respect fully the human rights of the Palestinian people.

 

(TOPIC I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks with Israel (4 articles) - these articles cover 2 issues - (1) how Bethlehem has become tourist friendly once again as the PA slowly takes over from the Israeli occupation forces, (2) the position of the Israeli negotiators is made clear - they want to keep 6.8 of West Bank (major settlements) in exchange for some inferior quality lands from Israel, and will allow in a few thousand refugees, with no mention of the status of Jerusalem.  The proposal is rejected.

 

(TOPIC I.4) Hamas talks & truce (5 articles) - 2 issues are covered - Hamas leader announces they will not agree to renew the truce, while other officials are more ambiguous, because of Israel's actions.  The articles describe violations by both groups as equal, instead of that the violations started with an Israeli incursion into Gaza after a tunneling operation they said was for the purpose of kidnapping more Israeli soldiers.  Other articles covered admission by Livni that probably the kidnapped soldier will not be retreivable from Hamas in the forseeable future.

 

(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (1 article) - Israeli rep to the IAEA contends that the IAEA is not following up on nuclear agreement violations by the Arab nations, and that Israel is in full compliance with non-proliferation regulations.

 

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (4 articles) - UN Chief urges the US to join the new UN Human Rights Council which they helped create.  The US refuses because of the Council's focus on Israel, while Ban (the UN Chief) argues for the US to help improve the Council if they think it is off-base.  The Wall Street Journal reprinted its criticism of the UN Anti-Racism Conference because of its focus on Israel.  None of these articles acknowledge the fact that Israel is such a strong focus of the UN because of its myriad intentional, systematic and law-based violations of human rights and practice of discrimination over a 60 year period.

 

(TOPIC II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (2 articles) - these two articles in the AJC focus on why many governments tolerate the terrorism within their borders, and an anti-US/Israel rally at the Haj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia.  These articles lump together Palestinian terrorism with all other terrorist movements across the globe.  They do not discuss how even if they do not support terrorism, the Palestinian cause itself is legitimate, and the vast majority of actions in support of the Palestinians are non-violent (like the rally at the Haj pilgrimage).

 

(TOPIC II.7) New violent settler movement (2 article) - these articles describe how the settler movement has become a major challenge to the Israeli government with its violence toward both law-abiding Palestinians and toward the Israeli army.

 

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (12 articles) - Israel relaxes its blockade as it allows in supplies, cash and journalists, while Hamas holds a huge rally celebrating itself and demonstrating its popular support.  One article claims this support is an illusion.

 

(TOPIC II.2) Separation barrier in WB (1 article) - this article describes how wealthy Palestinians scramble to stay on the Israeli side of the wall.

 

(TOPIC II.1) Palestinian POWs (4 articles) - these articles describe Israel delaying their promised prisoner release in support of Abbas.  Some of the articles repeat the Israeli claim that the PA requested the delay which the PA denies.  None of the articles describe how most of imprisoned Palestinians are imprisoned without charges or trials.

 

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (7 articles) - these articles cover a number of important issues - (1) Netanyahu writes an op-ed describing his plan to focus on Palestinian economic prosperity as the secret to peace, (2) but then Likud primaries nominated far-right partners for him that would make his plans difficult, and finally (3) Benny Morris publishes an op-ed describing the overall leadership crisis in Israel and how this leads to uncertainty for the future.

 

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (3 articles) - 2 issues - (1) heroism for a pilot that broke American law to fly supplies to Zionist forces fighting in 1948 war, and (2) how letters to God in Israel are put in Western wall cracks as per Jewish tradition.  The articles do not mention how the letters are differentiated - what about letters from Christians and Muslims and all the other religions of the world - are they also put in the wall, discarded, or what?

 

(TOPIC IV.1) Nuclear Arsenal (8 articles) - an international group of leaders and the leader of France both come up with ambitious plans to limit nuclear weapon proliferation, including Israel's arsenal which it doesn't admit to.

 

(TOPIC V.3) USA Academic Freedom (3 articles) - Obama's associations that were labeled questionable by the Republicans during the elections are repeated here with the contextual facts so that the reader can decide for themselves if they really are questionable and if they are, are they dangerous.  This includes Rashid Khalidi because he supports the Palestinian cause.

 

(TOPIC V.1) USA Foreign Policy (4 articles) - 2 issues are covered - (1) Martti Ahtisaari, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, urges Obama to begin working for Middle East peace immediately, and (2) Condi defends Bush administration efforts to bring peace to the Middle East.

 

(TOPIC VI.) MEDIA NEWS COVERAGE (1 article) - the ombudsman for the NY Times describes the struggle amongst reporters about when to label and action or its perpretators as terrorists or fighters or militants.  His judgments are based only on the level of brutality of the incident.  In his opinion, the cause which the incident points to is irrelevant.  Do you agree? Write Mr. Hoyt about what you think.

 


2.  Special Focus Articles
 
Chapter 1 --  http://www.wtop.com/?sid=1548292&nid=778&pid=4
Chapter 2 --  http://www.wtopnews.com/?sid=1548292&nid=778&pid=3
Chapter 3 --  http://www.wtop.com/index.php?sid=1548292&nid=778&pid=2
Chapter 4 --  http://www.wtopnews.com/?sid=1548292&nid=778&pid=1
Chapter 5 --  http://www.wtopnews.com/?sid=1548292&nid=778&pid=0
 

NOTE:  New chapters are added almost every day - for about a week.  Also, please note that these links might change, so probably the best way to read the chapters is to goto the WTOP News Radio homepage, scroll down to the World News section and press on the link for "The Line In The Sand".

 

WTOP News Radio homepage - www.wtopnews.com/
 

Also, on each of the above pages on their website they have links to "related audios" and a map of the region.  These audios give a little bit more in-depth information to what is found in the actual broadcasts, but which don't really make the overall tone of the piece any different.

 

---------------------
WTOP NEWS RADIO is the most listened to radio station in a very politically important market - the Washington DC region, where national politicians and lobbyists and leaders and thinkers with national impact and their staffs listen to it as the major station supplying news, traffic and the weather in the region 24 hours a day.  

 

FOCUS ON THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT: And in this critically important market, WTOP has been doing a multi-segment special program which reinforces the misconception that the Palestinian cause as only made up of terrorists (until recently, which Dennis Ross takes partial credit for) and Israel is an unfortunate (but ambitious) victim.  

 

INACCURATE REPORTING:  This is inaccurate, and by reinforcing inaccurate understanding of the conflict, WTOP is interfering with the ability of the American people to make informed, intelligent decisions and judgments, and is reinforcing alienation between the people of the US and the others around the world who condemn Israeli oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people, and this is clearly not in the best interest of the American people.

 

ACCURACY IS NEEDED:  There needs to be an even-handed presentation of the different components of this very important conflict which even though it is centered in the Middle East, it seriously affects the entire world because it has involved the ongoing, systematic and intentional violation of international law for 60 years.

 

IMPORTANCE OF THE LAW:  Thus to make this more balanced, WTOP reporters and writers must first understand that the Israelis are not just defending themselves - but that they actually aggressively systematically and intentionally violate numerous international laws on an ongoing basis - and these laws are not abstract principles but represent real injustices - real criminal actions against innocent people.  

 

MOST IMPORTANT EXAMPLE:  The most important example of this is that the Israelis are actually the minority in the region and thus their goal of creating a Jewish democracy has required them to exclude from their country the native majority population of that area, and that is what has created the Palestinian refugee problem.  Excluding those refugees from returning to their homes and exercising their political rights in their own ancestral homeland is not just a violation of international law, but it is a real injustice to millions of people that angers people around the world especially when they see the US support it unconditionally.  

 

And there are many more examples of how the goals of Zionism have perpetrated horrible injustices, and the world sees us supporting that unconditionally.

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT:  To enable the listeners to WTOP programming to make sound informed decisions, WTOP should be telling the whole truth.  In the case of this program, your writers should (1) describe the much greater range of daily protests against Israel that are happening around the world that are non-violent, (2) as well as how the majority of Palestinians are law-abiding and largely not involved in politics at all as they focus almost exclusively on their families and small businesses and jobs, and (3) examine the hardships that the Israeli occupation and the internal discrimination that has been set up inside Israel oppresses the lives of Palestinians living in Israel and in the occupied territories.  

 

DEEPER UNDERSTANDING - BETTER DECISIONS:  This information will lead to a deeper understanding of the Palestinian revolt, and even why some turn to violence (which we can gain a deeper understanding of, but that doesn't mean we have to agree with it, while still supporting the cause overall).  It is perfectly reasonable to support a particular political cause without agreeing with every single tactic used by its adherents.

 

SPIRITUAL CLAIM:  It is also important to remind WTOP that the Zionist claim to Palestine is based on a spiritual connection.  Such a claim has no legal standing in any modern legal system in the world, and it is certainly not an excuse for violating the basic rights of an entire people, who have lived on that land continuously for thousands of years - which is a universally recognized and respected legal basis to claiming habitation and political rights to a land.

 


III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
1.  Special Focus Articles
 
Reporter - J.J. Green - http://www.wtopnews.com/index.php?nid=74&sid=1013185
Send comment in this form - http://www.wtopnews.com/?nid=56&sid=597520
 

WTOP News Radio - insert your comment in the Comment Input Form at the bottom of this page - http://www.wtopnews.com/?nid=56&sid=597520


2.  All of this Week's Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -
 

ASSOCIATED PRESS - all staff can be contacted through info@ap.com
 

IBRAHIM BARZAK, Angela Charlton, Ali Akbar Dareini, JOSEF FEDERMAN, MATTI FRIEDMAN, ARON HELLER, ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS, MARK LAVIE, Doug Mellgren, DALIA NAMMARI, Karl Ritter, BARRY SCHWEID, STEVE WEIZMAN

 

REUTERS - all staff can be contacted through the Comment Input Form found on their website at -

 

Reporters & Writers - Nidal al-Mughrabi, Adam Entous, Alastair Macdonald, Joseph Nasr, Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Dan Williams

 

Editors - Samia Nakhoul, Michael Roddy, Keith Weir

 

MISCELLANEOUS -

 

Ethan Bronner (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ethan_bronner/index.html
Bob Davis (WSJ) - bob.davis@wsj.com
Linda Gradstein, Special to The Washington Post - foreign@washpost.com, http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=2101836  

http://www.npr.org/contact/
Clark Hoyt, Public Editor, NY Times - public@nytimes.com
John H. Kelly, for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution - jkelly@ajc.com
Nili Lifshitz, Israel Atomic Energy Commission - nlifshitz@iaec.gov.il
Ari Morgenstern, for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution - letters@ajc.com
Benny Morris (Ben Gurion University) - morrisim@bgu.ac.il, bennymo@bgu.ac.il 

Benjamin Netanyahu (Likud Party, Israel) - http://my.netanyahu.org.il/
Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C9ECE5EEE5A0D2AEA0D0F2F5F3E8E5F2

Kimberley A. Strassel (WSJ) - kim@wsj.com


Newspapers -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org

1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).

(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS --  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 
 
VI.  FULL TEXT OF SPECIAL FOCUS ARTICLES
======Line in the Sand, chapter 1=============================
 

http://www.wtop.com/?sid=1548292&nid=778&pid=4
Chapter 1: 15 Seconds at a Time 
TEL AVIV, Israel - The balmy night air on Nov. 9 at Ben Gurion International Airport was calm, but the clock was ticking. 

Passengers on a bus pulled out of the short-term parking area onto what's known as Road Number One -- unaware that 17 days later a Jewish baby would be orphaned by a massive terror attack in India that would change the way the world looks at terrorism. 

The driver, Yaakov, punched the accelerator as the bus streaked eastward, trying to hasten our arrival in Jerusalem. We bedded down at a hotel and the ticking faded. 

As the sun rose the next day, the ticking, which only Israelis and people who've been to the country before can hear, continued. 

A sleepy Jerusalem began to buzz with activity. Cars honked and people rushed off to work. The silent ticking -- growing louder -- continued until Nov. 14. 

That's when a Kassam rocket launched from an area in the northern part of Gaza Strip hit an electric pole near a house in Sderot, in southern Israel. An 80-year-old woman suffered minor injuries from shrapnel and seven people suffered from shock as a result of the attack. 

A total of 14 rockets were fired on the western Negev (the desert region of southern Israel) the same day. One rocket landed between houses in a kibbutz in Sha'ar Hanegev Regional Council damaging a number of homes. 

After the attack, first-time tourist as well as locals, could hear the ticking. The ticking is an internal clock that pounds away when you hear the Code Red alert. When you hear it, it means a rocket is coming from somewhere. 

"You have 15 seconds and you don't know who to pick up first: your elderly, your children, your pet -- you just run," says Leah Malul, spokesperson for the Barzilai Medical Center in Ashkelon. 

The ticking is really a distance meter. 

"Can I get from a given place to a bomb shelter in 15 seconds?" -- is a question people who live in Israel ask. 

It's nerve-wracking and that's how it is everyday. 

"You get up in the morning, you hear an explosion, your child has already left the house -- it can make you anxious," says Dr. Ian Stern, an archaeologist conducting a tour for visiting journalists on behalf of the American Israeli Education Foundation. 

And on the streets of Sderot, just a few miles from Gaza, anxious is putting it mildly. A police official emphatically says the situation can't continue. 

"It is impossible to leave a city like Sderot for eight years under this type of terror." 

The official, who didn't want to be identified, says if he had his way he would go to the prime minister and ask him two things: 

"Either go into the Gaza Strip, give {Hamas Prime Minister} Hania a big hug and kiss, pay whatever you have to make peace and get it over with -- or go into the Gaza Strip, kick ass, do whatever you have to do to make sure that you get it over with." 

The line in the sand between the Arabs and Israelis is long and deep. It's a territorial conflict that has claimed many innocent lives on both sides of the line. There are various suggestions for resolving it -- none of which are imminent. 

After a brief silence in Sderot, punctuated by a cold whistling wind, the clock started to tick again -- counting off the time until another attack. 

Everyone could hear it, but no one was aware that another clock was ticking in Mumbai, India. 

 

======Line in the Sand, chapter 2=============================
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Chapter 2: Re-Evolving 

JERUSALEM - She looked fragile, vulnerable, and maybe 16 years old. Her name was Hila. She was very pretty, polite and strapped with a 9 mm. 

She was not fragile, and by no means vulnerable and was actually 21 years old. She had served several years in the Israeli military and she knew how to take care of herself and others. She was standing - or better said - sitting guard outside the Dan Panorama Hotel in Jerusalem. 

As the hotel's revolving door - symbolic of many things in the Middle East - whirled around and around, shuttling people in and out, Hila glanced down at her nails to inspect them. But at the same, she was compiling details on each person who entered and exited the revolving door. 

It was just before dawn. The air was chilly and an orange glow was rising in the east. Somewhere in the distance terrorists had worked through the night on a plan to launch an attack. Maybe not today, next week, or even a year from now, but they were out there planning, and evolving, and re-evolving. 

They re-evolve frequently, learning how to rise from the dust of their desert training camps around the world and to strike in waves and at different types of places. 

People are often left not knowing what to do. 

After terrorists strike, hospitals are often inundated with victims, but not because they were injured in the attacks. 

All over the Israel, when the Code Red warning sounds, people run. Running can save their lives, but it can also cause other problems. 

"Lots and lots of injuries come out because of this running," says Leah Malul, a spokesperson for the Barzilani Medical Center in Ashkelon. 

Survival has its costs. 

"We've got lots of heart attacks. We've got lots of pregnant women losing their babies," Malul says. 

As people go about their daily business, stress manifests from never knowing when the next terror attack will strike, Malul says. 

"The biggest problem is the post traumatic stress disorder that we're facing lately," Malul says. 

Homeland security, military, medical officials and journalists from around the world come here to learn as much as they can about everything from Hila's role as a hotel military guard to the gruesome work of ZAKA. 

ZAKA is a humanitarian voluntary organization that responds to tragic incidents in Israel. 

There are many ways to describe why ZAKA is necessary, but David Rose, head of British Friends of ZAKA, says it best. 

"Sometimes the bodies are not in one piece. There can be pieces of tissue and bodies all around the place [after a terror attack]," Rose says. 

ZAKA started in the 1990s as a local group assisting the police after terror attacks. Members of the organization - most of whom are Orthodox Jews - assist ambulance crews, aid in the identification of the victims of terrorism, road accidents and other disasters, and where necessary, gather body parts and spilled blood for proper burial. 

Rose says the now-global organization tries to guarantee one thing for the victims of these attacks: "That their family knows and the police know that they brought everything there was of that person's body for burial." 

As The Line in the Sand is continually drawn and re-drawn in the Middle East with overtures of peace and hostile words and acts, life here - just like the door at the Dan Panorama Hotel - continues to revolve. 

For some, it's about surviving. For others, it's about living. 

 

======Line in the Sand, chapter 3=============================
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Chapter 3: Going to Ground Zero 
WEST BANK, Israel - Standing on the side of the road in the West Bank at dawn, an Israeli Defense Forces vehicle approaches and asks what we're doing. A tall, slim officer of African descent tells us to move along. 

We debate sticking around for a bit to finish up, but decided against it, because they were, after all, the IDF and we were, after all, breaking the law. 

The pre-dawn light showed the outline of large, long, dark structure with curly material running along the top. 

I take pictures and video, waiting for the right shot. 

A few moments later, the big, red morning sun rises, and with it, I can plainly see the massive wall and razor wire fencing that separates the Palestinian territories from Israeli land. 

This was The Line in the Sand. 

In the distance, I see a village called Shoa al Fath. For the Israelis, the wall is a security measure. But for the Palestinians trying to negotiate a peace deal, it's a thorn in their side. 

"We understand that Israel needs security and they want to live in peace. Israel has to understand that we also need security and we also want to live in peace," says Maen Areikat, deputy head of negotiations for the Palestinian Authority. 

Meeting at the famous American Colony Hotel in East Jerusalem, he spoke candidly and was frustrated that I had not spent more time visiting with Palestinian officials. 

He went on to say, "Israel has embarked on a systematic policy to change the facts on the ground." 

Areikat says the Israelis have built the wall and settlements in the West Bank for one purpose: "In order to pre-empt and prejudice the outcome of the future political negotiations between the two sides." 

Why can't the Israelis and Palestinians find peace? 

The wall is just one of the points of contention. Internal Israeli political conflicts are a big problem. 

"In Israel, we have too many parties and almost every little niche in society is represented in our parliament," says Reuven Hazan, a political science professor at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 

He's got an idea. 

"We need to raise what is known as the electoral threshold, to make smaller parties either merge with others or disappear," Hazan says. "By doing so, we're not going to be any less representative. Not any Tom, Dick and Moshe will have their own political party, we'll be a little less representative but maybe that will make us a little more stable" 

Providing stability is one of the reasons why the United States is involved in the peace process here. 

But not everyone agrees. 

"I don't think Israel has any strategic value to the United States," says Mike Scheuer, a former top CIA counter terrorism official, thinks the U.S. should stop supporting Israel. 

He is in the minority on that issue. 

Both Israelis and Palestinians want the U.S. to be involved in the peace process. Nevertheless, Scheuer says, "pro-Israeli Americans are going to destroy Israel." 

Scheuer says influential Americans like former World Bank President Paul Wolfowitz and former Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Doug Feith are the culprits, because of their "sentimental" interest in Israel. 

But for Israelis leaving near the Lebanese border, it's not Americans that are launching Kassam rockets. It's Hezbollah --Iran's proxy. 

 

 

======Line in the Sand, chapter 4=============================
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Chapter 4: Iran - 'All Options Are On The Table' 

TEL AVIV - Tel Aviv is 36 miles from Jerusalem, but the two Israeli cities are worlds apart. 

Here in Tel Aviv, there is a more relaxed vibe in the air and it's clearly a playground. Its population is 390,000, but there are more than 3 million people in the region. This is Israel's economic hub, with beaches, cafés, upscale shopping and a lot of corporate entities. 

But don't be fooled by the laid back look of the place. While it's a key destination for tourists, it's also a target. 

In addition to Hamas, Hezbollah, Lebanon and Syria breathing down their necks, Israelis have another huge problem -- Iran. 

Iran's President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, in a speech two years ago, called for the destruction of Israel. Experts believe Iran's pursuit of nuclear weapons might help the country achieve that. 

There are those who say Israel could not survive a successful nuclear strike on Tel Aviv, because it is such a small country. 

But an intelligence source with knowledge of Iran's nuclear activities said Iran "can't be allowed to successfully develop nuclear weapons, and all options are on the table." 

Former U.S. Middle East envoy Dennis Ross says if Iran develops nuclear weapons, the entire security complexion in the Middle East will change. 

"Iran getting nuclear weapons poses a threat to the broader Middle East," Ross says. 

If Iran obtains nuclear weapons, "that means a lot more countries would have nukes. That would pose a threat to us," Ross says. 

So how do you neutralize radicals regimes bent on destruction? 

"Palestinian non-governmental organizations -- because they see their future being at stake." 

As Israel and its adversaries try to work through their problems, there are some remarkable transformations taking place behind the scenes. 

One of them is the "sons of Iraq" syndrome. In Iraq, a group of Iraqis rose up - with U.S. military support - and kicked al Qaida out of their neighborhoods. 

Likewise, people and organizations are rising up in the Palestinian territories to challenge the powers that be. 

Ross says that's the only way to neutralize the extremists in the region. 

"You're not going to discredit radical Islamists of whichever stripe from the outside, you're going to have to discredit them from the inside," Ross says. 

That work is already underway, Ross says. 

"I can tell you in the West Bank, I work very actively with a large number of Palestinian NGOs who are competing at the local level with Hamas in the West Bank." 

Why are they taking on Hamas? 

"They're not doing it because I want them to or because someone else wants them to; they're doing it because they see their own future at stake," Ross says.

======Line in the Sand, chapter 5========================= 
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Chapter 5: Peace in the Middle East 
ASHKELON, Israel - Attacks and counter-attacks are a constant reality of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the Middle East. 
Israel has a major weapon that would give them a huge advantage, but they're reluctant to use it. 
The Rotenberg Power Station in Ashkelon is just a few miles from the Gaza Strip. Hamas routinely fires rockets at this facility, but the Israelis are firing something back at them. 
Electricity. 
"We're supplying power to all the territories, to all the Palestinian people in the territories and of course, to the Gaza Strip," says Franz, the security director at the plant. 
No, that's not a misprint. 
"Two-thirds of the electricity in the Gaza Strip is supplied by this plant," Franz reiterates. 
He does his job, but he doesn't like that part of it. 
"I can't understand it. I can't understand why they're doing it. We're supplying electricity and they're shooting at us," Franz says. 
A little more than a year ago, Israel did shut off electricity and fuel to the Gaza Strip to force Hamas to crack down on militants firing rockets into southern Israel. 
It worked, but human rights groups complained, saying that would only deepen the crisis in Gaza. So the Israeli government restored the power. 
It's clear that compassion plays a huge role in this conflict, but so does passion. 
"We are at war," Franz says. "We are training. We are suffering. We want peace and the other side does not. They don't want us here. They want us in the sea and we will not give them these satisfactions." 
Back in Jerusalem, walking along Ben Yehuda Street - which was the scene of several horrific suicide bombings last decade - calm prevails. 
As Israelis and Palestinians work toward a peace deal, the question is: What needs to take place for that to happen? 
"We all know what it takes to solve this conflict - everybody knows," says Maen Areikat, deputy head of negotiations for the Palestinian Authority. 
"It will take determination. It will take resolve. It will take political courage on the part of the leadership, the Palestinian and the Israeli people. It will take an understanding of each other's concerns," Areikat says. 
Both Israeli and Palestinian leaders are facing leadership challenges and looking for an answer. 
Hebrew University Political Science Professor Reuven Hazan believes he has one. 
"Leaders who will galvanize the young people back into politics and re-invigorate a belief in democratic institutions that they can indeed provide the goods," Hazan says. 
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VIII.  DETAILS FOR ALL OF THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
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(I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (1)

============================

Official calls for economic cooperation 

By BARRY SCHWEID, AP Diplomatic Writer

December 9, 2008 - 5:04 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/National/Iraq_Neighbors.html

=========================================

(I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks with Israel (4)

=========================================

In Jesus' town, Christmas looking cheerful again 

By DALIA NAMMARI, Associated Press Writer

December 14, 2008 - 2:22 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Christmas_Cheer.html

After bleak years, Bethlehem prepares for a cheery Christmas season

By DALIA NAMMARI | Associated Press Writer 

1:22 PM CST, December 14, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-christmas-cheer,0,75219.story

In Jesus' town, Christmas looking cheerful again

By DALIA NAMMARI, The Associated Press

Sunday, December 14, 2008; 2:22 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/14/AR2008121401081.html

Negotiator: Israel wants 6.8 percent of West Bank

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press 

Friday, December 12, 2008; 5:27 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/12/AR2008121202674.html

===============================

(I.4) Hamas talks & truce (5)

===============================

Hamas warns Israel truce coming to end

Reporting by Khaled Yacoub Oweis & Nidal al-Mughrabi, writing by Alastair Macdonald, Reuters 

Sunday, December 14, 2008; 9:42 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/14/AR2008121400516.html

Hamas leaders say will not extend Gaza truce

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, additional reporting by Khaled Yacoub Oweis & Joseph Nasr, Writing by Adam Entous and Alastair Macdonald; Editing 

by Michael Roddy, Reuters

Sunday, December 14, 2008; 4:22 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/14/AR2008121400722.html

Israeli official: Seized soldier may not be freed

The Associated Press

December 11, 2008 - 11:09 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Captive_Soldier.html

Israeli foreign minister admits efforts to free soldier held for 2 years by Hamas might fail

By Associated Press 

10:09 AM CST, December 11, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-captive-soldier,0,1371042.story

Israeli official: Seized soldier may not be freed

The Associated Press 

Thursday, December 11, 2008; 11:09 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/11/AR2008121101589.html
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(I.2) Syria talks (1)

=======================

Israel Responds to IAEA's Letter on Syria's Site

Nili Lifshitz, Israel Atomic Energy Commission 

December 12, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122913737429703805.html

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (4)

===============================

UN chief urges US to join UN rights body 

By ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS, Associated Press Writer

December 12, 2008 - 1:57 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/UN_UN_Ban_Ki_moon.html

UN chief Ban Ki-moon urges US to join rights body, play more active role guarding human rights

By ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS | Associated Press Writer 

6:35 PM CST, December 12, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-ban-ki-moon,0,6627606.story

UN chief urges US to join UN rights body

By ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS, The Associated Press 

Friday, December 12, 2008; 7:33 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/12/AR2008121201103.html

Review & Outlook: Fighting Racism, U.N.-Style

December 9, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122878151578089711.html
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(II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (2)

===========================================

Pakistan’s mixed feelings on terror groups perilous

By John H. Kelly, for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Wednesday, December 10, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2008/12/10/kellyed.html

Rallies put politics into Muslim hajj pilgrimage

Spiritual ritual: Anti-U.S. protests are held annually, inserting politics into an entirely religious event.

By Ali Akbar Dareini, Associated Press

Monday, December 08, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/08/hajj.html

=========================================

(II.7) New violent settler movement (2)

=========================================

Does Hebron clash signal new round of settler revolts?

By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the December 9, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1209/p06s02-wome.html

Spying on Jews challenges Israel's secret service

By Dan Williams, editing by Samia Nakhoul, Reuters

Tuesday, December 9, 2008; 7:44 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/09/AR2008120900775.html

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (12)

==========================

Hundreds of thousands crowd into Gaza City arena to celebrate Hamas' 21st anniversary

By IBRAHIM BARZAK | Associated Press Writer 

3:10 PM CST, December 14, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-palestinians,0,1004280.story

WORLD IN BRIEF: Money headed to banks

From News Services

Thursday, December 11, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/11/world.html

Cash Shipment to Gaza Helps Banks Avert Crisis

By BOB DAVIS

December 11, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122891876508094663.html

Israel OKs money transfer to ease Gaza cash crunch 

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer

December 10, 2008 - 1:32 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Palestinians_Money.html

Israel approves Palestinian money transfer to ease currency shortage hobbling Gaza Strip

By MATTI FRIEDMAN | Associated Press Writer 

12:32 PM CST, December 10, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-palestinians-money,0,1149187.story

Israel OKs money transfer to ease Gaza cash crunch

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, December 10, 2008; 1:32 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/10/AR2008121001909.html

Israel reopens Gaza crossings to humanitarian aid, fuel and journalists

By Associated Press 

2:45 AM CST, December 9, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-gaza,0,3397938.story

Cash Cutoff Threatens Banks in Gaza

By BOB DAVIS

December 9, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122878054524589609.html

Israel reopens crossings with Gaza to aid, fuel

The Associated Press 

Tuesday, December 9, 2008; 3:45 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/09/AR2008120900320.html

WORLD IN BRIEF: Israel blocks supplies from Gaza

From News Services

Monday, December 08, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/08/world.html

Israel reimposes ban on international journalists in Gaza, despite protests

By STEVE WEIZMAN | Associated Press Writer 

2:04 PM CST, December 8, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-journalists-banned,0,5404413.story

Israel again bans international media from Gaza

By STEVE WEIZMAN, The Associated Press 

Monday, December 8, 2008; 3:04 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/08/AR2008120801282.html
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(II.2) Separation barrier in WB (1)

=====================================

Israeli Wall Fuels Migration

By Linda Gradstein, Special to The Washington Post 

Wednesday, December 10, 2008; Page A18

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/09/AR2008120902780.html

=============================

(II.1) Palestinian POWs (4)

=============================

Israel to delay Palestinian prisoner release 

By JOSEF FEDERMAN, Associated Press Writer

December 8, 2008 - 7:05 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Prisoner_Release.html

Israel to delay release of 250 Palestinian prisoners until next week

By JOSEF FEDERMAN | Associated Press Writer 

6:07 AM CST, December 8, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-prisoner-release,0,5466485.story

Israel to delay Palestinian prisoner release

By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press 

Monday, December 8, 2008; 7:05 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/08/AR2008120800890.html

Israel postpones release of Palestinian prisoners

Writing by Adam Entous; Editing by Keith Weir, Reuters 

Monday, December 8, 2008; 9:53 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/08/AR2008120801271.html
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(IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (7)

======================================

Don't give up on peace

By Benjamin Netanyahu 

December 14, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chi-perspec1214netanyahudec14,0,5904366.story

Opinion: Israel's crisis of leadership - Neither Labor, Likud, Kadima nor Meretz offers clear political certainties.

By Benny Morris 

December 14, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/commentary/la-oe-morris14-2008dec14,0,4932631.story

Israel's Netanyahu tells EU he will pursue peace

By STEVE WEIZMAN, The Associated Press 

Thursday, December 11, 2008; 1:46 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/11/AR2008121102110.html

An Israeli Party Tips Further Right as Its Leader Woos Centrists 

By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: December 10, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/11/world/middleeast/11israel.html?scp=5&sq=Israel&st=cse

Ultra-hawkish list of candidates for Likud 

By MARK LAVIE, Associated Press Writer

December 9, 2008 - 3:00 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Elections.html

Ultra-hawkish list of Likud candidates could hamper Netanyahu's march to Israeli premiership

By MARK LAVIE | Associated Press Writer 

2:00 PM CST, December 9, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-elections,0,427038.story

Ultra-hawkish list of candidates for Likud

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, December 9, 2008; 3:00 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/09/AR2008120900319.html
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A heroic ‘criminal’ deserves a pardon

By Ari Morgenstern, for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Sunday, December 14, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2008/12/14/morgensterned.html

'Letters to God' delivered to Western Wall 

Associated Press

December 9, 2008 - 1:00 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Letters_to_God.html

'Letters to God' delivered to Western Wall

The Associated Press 

Tuesday, December 9, 2008; 1:00 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/09/AR2008120901460.html
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Group to work on disarmament

By Angela Charlton, Associated Press

Wednesday, December 10, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/10/nonukes.html

U.S. spies on Israel nukes, govt: official history

By Dan Williams, editing by Alastair Macdonald, Reuters 

Wednesday, December 10, 2008; 11:45 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/10/AR2008121001570.html

WORLD IN BRIEF: Sarkozy presents plan

From News Services

Tuesday, December 09, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/09/world.html

No more nuclear weapons in 25 years: Dignitaries launch ambitious disarmament project

By ANGELA CHARLTON | Associated Press Writer 

10:59 AM CST, December 9, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-france-no-nukes,0,6359781.story

World dignitaries launch anti-nuclear plan

By ANGELA CHARLTON, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, December 9, 2008; 11:59 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/09/AR2008120900750.html

France floats EU plan on nuclear weapons cuts

The Associated Press

December 8, 2008 - 11:43 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_France_Nuclear_Disarmament.html

French president floats ambitious European plan on reducing nuclear weapons

By Associated Press 

10:44 AM CST, December 8, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-france-nuclear-disarmament,0,6198885.story

France floats EU plan on nuclear weapons cuts

The Associated Press 

Monday, December 8, 2008; 11:43 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/08/AR2008120801215.html
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Questionable associations of Obama 

By The Associated Press

December 10, 2008 - 12:24 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/US_President_And_White_House_Advisers/Obamas_Associations.html

Questionable associations of Obama

By The Associated Press

1:25 AM CST, December 10, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-obamasassociations,0,2475675.story

Questionable associations of Obama

By The Associated Press

Wednesday, December 10, 2008; 12:24 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/10/AR2008121000115.html
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Condi On the Record Barack Obama is lucky he isn't inheriting Saddam Hussein.

By KIMBERLEY A. STRASSEL

December 12, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122904339882300339.html

Nobel winner urges U.S. to pursue peace

By Doug Mellgren, Karl Ritter, Associated Press

Thursday, December 11, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/12/11/nobel.html

Nobel Peace laureate urges Obama to tackle Mideast conflict from start of presidency

By DOUG MELLGREN and KARL RITTER | Associated Press Writers 

4:26 PM CST, December 10, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-nobel-prizes,0,5582535.story

Nobel Peace winner urges Obama to focus on Mideast

By DOUG MELLGREN and KARL RITTER, The Associated Press

Wednesday, December 10, 2008; 5:26 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/10/AR2008121000820.html
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The Public Editor - Separating the Terror and the Terrorists 

By CLARK HOYT, Public Editor, NY Times

December 14, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/14/opinion/14pubed.html?_r=1&scp=4&sq=Israel&st=cse

======================

TOTAL ARTICLES = (62)

======================
