The State of Middle East Reporting by US Mainstream Media

Week:  December 1 – 7, 2008 


PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  90
 
2.  Special Focus Articles for this Week:
3 articles - 2 articles about racism and human rights abuses by Israel, and one article about Israelis wondering why they are victims of terrorism.
 
 
II.  THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Articles & Activist Opportunities
 

(Topic I.) THE Peace Process (1 article) - this article describes the unconventional ideas of a very unconventional Rabbi who happens to live in a settlement in the West Bank - that two separate nations should be established overlapping the same land and sharing the same capitol (Jerusalem).
 

(Topic I.2) Syria talks (1 article) - this article describes how the implication of Syria in the murder of Lebanese PM Hariri  could hold up the peace process.
 

(Topic I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (8 articles) - this article describes 2 issues - (1) the refusal of major users of cluster bombs to sign the anti-cluster bomb treaty, including USA, Russia and Israel, and yet many European countries such as England and France did sign.  Then (2) 2 articles describe Israel's conflicts with the UN over its racism and human rights record.  Once again we need to remind reporters that UN punitive attitude toward Israel is not prejudice but is based on a 60 year record of systematic violation of multiple UN resolutions and international law, and thus well-deserved.
 

(Topic II.) THE Occupation & The Resistance (4 articles) - these articles describe 3 issues - (1) easing of travel restrictions in Nablus to bolster Abbas, (2) Judaization steps in East Jerusalem during a time of political transition causing more tension, and (3) the killing of alleged Palestinian militants by Israeli military incursions.
 

(Topic II.7) New violent settler movement (22 articles) - these articles cover 2 issues - (1) the EU telling Livni that Israel must stop settlement growth in the West Bank because it is a major obstacle to peace, which Livni claims Israel has, and (2) the eviction of radical right settlers in Hebron from a Palestinian house and the resulting revenge riots by the settlers against Palestinians and their property.
 

(Topic II.4) Gaza blockade (14 articles) - these articles describe 4 issues - (1) more descriptions of severe deprevations to Palestinian society resulting from the Israeli blockade including an announcement by the World Bank of imminent financial collapse, (2) Israelis stop two boats from bringing supplies to Gaza - one from Libya and the other from Israeli Arabs, and (3) Israeli air strikes kills teens when going after alleged Palestinian militants, and (4) Israel allows journalists and aid workers into Gaza after 3 weeks of denied entry.
 

(Topic III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (2 articles) - Hamas denial of Jaz pilgrims because they carried Fatah visas causes international uproar.
 

(Topic IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (4 articles) - these articles describe the decline of the Israeli Labor Party to represent the interests of the Israeli left and peaceniks.  One article describes the legal struggles of Olmert.
 

(Topic IV.2) Culture in Israel (11 articles) - these articles describe the mourning and worrying amongst Israeli Jews that followed the Mumbai terrorist attacks during which 6 Jews were killed.  Amongst the worrying is wondering why the Jews are targeted - the answer to us is obvious although it does not justify attacks on civilians - the continuous attacks on Palestinian rights for almost 100 years as embodied in multiple violations of UN resolutions and international law, and the virtually blind suppport of this from the USA and Europe who then press on the 3rd world democracy and respect for human rights.
 

(Topic V.1) USA Foreign Policy (23 articles) - 5 issues - (1) mixed review of Obama's evolving cabinet whom are seen as being very strongly pro-Israel, (2) Jimmy Carter writes a new book but won't say what it says, but makes jokes about the choosing of the title (3) US courts uphold judgments against leaders of Palestinian charities for alledgedly supporting Hamas, and (4) EU seeking closer outside ties to Eastern European countries and Middle East countries, the latter are protested, and (5) Bush claiming that the Middle East is in better shape since he came to office.
2.  Special Focus Articles
 
Article #1 accurately describes UN human rights confenerence focused on Israeli human rights abuses.

Article #2 is an op-ed describing religious Jewish-Israelis mourning the Jewish victims of the Mumbia attacks and wondering why they deserve to be the focus of terrorism.

Article #3 is an editorial in the Wall Street Journal that criticizes a UN conference against racism that is focused on Israel without acknowledging that Israel actually does practice both racism and discrimination according to religion.

ARTICLE #1:ABOUT THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE:
Israel criticized at top U.N. human rights
By Stephanie Nebehay, editing by Laura MacInnis and Michael Roddy, Reuters 
Thursday, December 4, 2008; 3:17 PM

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/04/israel_criticized_at_top_un_human_rights_forum/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/04/AR2008120402263.html
... and not found in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Chicago Tribune, Denver Post, Houston Chronicle, Los Angeles Times, Miami Herald, New York Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, San Francisco Chronicle, and Seattle Post-Intelligencer.

We need to commend the reporters and editors who published this accurate and unbiased article concerning UN Human Rights council special session to review recent Israeli human rights record.  And we could make a few suggestions to them - 

(1) The article is written as if to call Israel's settlements illegal and that Israel's actions are "collective punishment" is purely a reference made by Arab States and the Palestinians themselves.  We should point out to the authors that the judgment that Israel's settlements are illegal has been made in repeated UN resolutions and by the International Court of Justice, and labeling Israel's actions collective punishment has not only been done by Un resolutions but also by , and we could even quote for them the exact articles in the Geneva Conventions and Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court that judge the settlements and collective punishment illegal (which are quoted below in this Action Alert, as Legal Points #6 & #7).

(2)  The article could have given background information and references that showed that this has been the historic pattern with Israel, especially the multiple UN resolutions which include lists of human rights violations, and the studies completed by major international human rights organizations such as the International Committee of the Red Cross going back 60 years - the entire history of the UN and the State of Israel.

Some important online articles on human rights can be found here:  http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBhumanrights.htm
Some sample UN resolutions are:  UN General Assembly resolutions 57/127 (11 December 2002), 58/99 (09 December 2003), 59/124 (10 December 2004), 60/107 (08 December 2005) and Resolution 61/119 (15 January 2007).  You can read them yourself by following these links -

www.un.org --> Welcome (center left) --> Documents,Maps (top) --> Resolutions (middle link in 'General Assembly' box)

(3)  There are recent studies showing that in contradiction to their claims, Israel still totures prisoners, that in general Israel's claims that its blockade still allows through adequate humanitarian needs is false because what it allows through has not been enough to keep Gaza from the edge of a continuous humanitarian crisis, and that Israel has not been criticized for building its wall in the West Bank but for the route of the wall which is not built on the border but through and thus virtually destroying multiple Palestinian communities.

(4)  When Zionist groups and readers see articles like this they always complain of the UN's bias against Israel, but we need to always remind reporters and editors who report on the United Nations that the UN is not biased against Israel but that its punitive attitude is based on a 60 year history of repeated violation of UN resolutions and international law and human rights, overall more than any other member-country.

We could also write to the newspapers that did not publish the article (newspapers we surveyed that did not are listed above), and ask them why and to not do so in the future. 

ARTICLE #2 ABOUT THE MOURNING, CONFUSED ISRAELIS
'Why did we deserve this?'
By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 
December 3, 2008
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-chabaddec03,0,7740510.story
Describing the memorial ceremonies for the Rabbi and his wife who were killed by terrorists last week in Mumbai, India, the article says the following:

"'The rebbe said several times that it is permitted to complain to the Almighty,' said Mordechai Ashkenazi, the rabbi of this Chabad village, citing the late spiritual leader of the movement, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. 'And this is the big complaint today by all of us: 'Why? Why did we deserve this?''... Speakers said that they had no explanation for the loss, that God's ways were beyond mortal comprehension, and that the deaths of the Holtzbergs could be only be understood as a divine reprimand to live better lives."

Killing civilians is illegal and never acceptable, but it is amazing that these people do not understand how Israeli policies and practices toward the Palestinian people enrage people around the world and motivate terrorism, especially when they are virtually supported unconditionally by the United States and Europe who then lecture the world about respecting human rights and adopting democratic-style governance.  And then the Zionist insistance to associate Israel with Judaism in general then stimulates anti-Semitism despite the fact that many Jews strongly condemn Israel and see Israel's actions and policies as contradicting basic Jewish values and ethics and morality.

Even though it is true that these extremely religious Jews are asking this questioning in a spiritual sense, it is important to understand that these people were killed in Mumbai in the physical world, and that this is a direct consequence of Israeli policies in the physical world that are seriously hurting Palestinian people in the physical world, and thus there is a real answer and solution to this question in the physical world that needs to be supported and pursued.

Israel's actions are represented in the physical world by multiple condemnations in UN resolutions and reports declaring Israel in violation of international law, and then we need to remind them that these laws are not abstract principles but represent real injustices which have really hurt human beings and entire families and communities.  See list of violations of international law below in this Action Alert.

We need to remind Joel Greenberg of this, as well as the editors and readers of the Wall Street Journal.

ARTICLE #3 IS TH EDITORIAL COMPLAINING ABOUT THE UN CONFERENCE AGAINST RACISM
REVIEW & OUTLOOK: Fighting Racism, U.N.-Style - Durban II mixes the same old Israel-bashing with new attacks on free speech
DECEMBER 3, 2008, 3:45 P.M. ET 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122833673466576709.html
We need to remind the Wall Street Journal that despite UN problems, Israel also actually does have institutional, law-based discrimination, which violates international law, and does need to be stopped.

The discrimination takes place mainly in four areas of law -

(1) Citizenship and immigration
(2) Land development policies
(3) By law, representatives of Zionist organizations are required to be seated on governing boards of many government agencies.
(4) Military veterans receive a huge range of benefits, to which Palestinians are forbidden access.  This is because they are forbidden from joining the Israeli military, and are not even offered any alternative such as some type of civil service program by which to earn the benefits.
(5) Arabs suffer regular racist harrassment throughout Israeli society, and find that Israeli government officials and law enforcement will not come to their aid.

Resources concerning law-based discrimination in Israel can be found later in this Action Alert.

Discrimination in Israel is also outlined in this study guide where you can read official translations of the discriminatory Israeli laws:

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/israellaws/studyguide/studyguidetelescopic.htm
It is important to note that the Israeli law itself is not technically racist because the criteria for the discrimination is religion and not race or ethnicity.  Thus in the International Criminal Court, this is not prosecutable as the crime against humanity of apartheid, but instead would be prosecutable as the crime against humanity of persecution.  But there is lots of racist discrimination practiced by Israelis against Arabs for being Arabs, but this is not law-based.


III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
1.  Special Focus Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -

REUTERS (for the accurate article about the UN human righs conference) - all Reuters staff can be contacted through the Comment Info Form found at --
http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
Reporter - Stephanie Nebehay

Editors - Laura MacInnis and Michael Roddy

MISCELLANEOUS -
For the Chicago Tribune op-ed about religious Jews wondering why they are victims of terrorism - Joel Greenberg - jogreenberg@tribune.com
Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com
For the Wall Street Journal editorial criticizing the UN conference against racism for its focus on Israel - the editorial board of the Wall Street Journal - 


2.  All of this Week's Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -
ASSOCIATED PRESS REPORTERS - can be contacted at info@ap.com
Devlin Barrett, Ibrahim Barzak, Constant Brand, Ali Daraghmeh, Paul Davenport, Josef Federman, Matti Friedman, Aron 

Heller, Ben Hubbard, Karin Laub, Doug Mellgren, Dalia Nammari, Walter Putnam, Deb Riechmann, Mike Robinson, Barry 

Schweid, Matt Siegel, Amy Teibel, Robert Wielaard, Rachel Zoll

REUTERS - can all be contacted through the Comment Input Form found on the Reuters website at - http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
Reporters & Writers - Nael al-Shyoukhi, Caren Bohan, Deborah Charles, Ross Colvin, Fredrik Dahl, Adam Entous, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Mustafa Abu Ghaniya, Nayef Hashlamoun, Hashem Kalantari, Ori Lewis, Alistair Lyon, Jeff Mason, Joseph Nasr, Stephanie Nebehay, Ali Sawafta, Andy Sullivan, Roleen Tafakji, Haitham Tamimi, Dan Williams

Editors - Eric Beech, Charles Dick, Dominic Evans, Matthew Jones, Myra MacDonald, Laura MacInnis, Sandra Maler, Tim Pearce, Michael Roddy

MISCELLANEOUS JOURNALISTS -
Nicholas Blanford | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4&url=/2008/1210/p06s02-wome.html
Richard Boudreaux (LA Times) - boudreaux@latimes.com
Ethan Bronner (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ethan_bronner/index.html
Roger Cohen (NY Times columnist)  (rocohen@nytimes.com) 

(http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/columns/rogercohen/index.html)

Joel Greenberg | Chicago Tribune correspondent - jogreenberg@tribune.com
Isabel Kershner (NY Times) - http://www.nytimes.com/gst/emailus.html
Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4&url=/2008/1210/p06s02-wome.html
Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor - 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C9ECE5EEE5A0D2AEA0D0F2F5F3E8E5F2
Liz Sly | Chicago Tribune correspondent - ctd032@newscom.com
Newspapers -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org

1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at: http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm
You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).


(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS --  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
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======Article #1 about UN human rights conference===========
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/12/04/israel_criticized_at_top_un_human_rights_forum/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/04/AR2008120402263.html
Israel criticized at top U.N. human rights
By Stephanie Nebehay, editing by Laura MacInnis and Michael Roddy, Reuters 
Thursday, December 4, 2008; 3:17 PM 


GENEVA (Reuters) - Israel drew fire regarding its human rights record on Thursday at a United Nations forum where its neighbors accused it of committing systematic violations against Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank. 

Delegations from Syria, Egypt and Iran raised concerns about Israel's security wall, its detentions of young Palestinians, and what they called "illegal" Jewish settlements during the regular review by the U.N. Human Rights Council. 

Western countries, including Australia, Britain, Canada, France and Germany, urged Israel to lift its blockade on the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip which they said had led to a worsening humanitarian situation. 

Palestinian ambassador to the U.N. in Geneva, Ibrahim Mohammad Khraisi, called for an end to the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory, removal of the blockade on Gaza, and a halt to what he called "collective punishment" of Palestinians. 


Iran's Ambassador Ali Reza Moaiyeri said the debate could not sufficiently address the "gross and systematic human rights violations committed against the Palestinians." 

These included targeted killings, torture, the demolition of houses, and "racist and discriminatory practices," he said. 

But Aharon Leshno Yaar, Israel's Ambassador to the U.N. in Geneva, told the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) session there was a "certain sense of pride at the culture of human rights that we have managed to develop in the six short decades since the founding of our state." 

"Our record is not perfect but the advantage of being a democracy is that multiple mechanisms exist for critical dialogue and oversight. The UPR is one such mechanism," he said. 

The 47-member U.N. Council has held three special sessions looking at Israel's treatment of the Palestinians since the body was created in 2006, and Israel has allowed eight U.N. human rights investigators to visit in the past three years. 

Malkiel Blass, deputy attorney general in Israel's justice ministry, told the Geneva session that Israel faced continuous security threats and had to build its security fence and wall after "waves of suicide bombings" began in 2002. 

Israeli interrogations of security suspects are subjected to "scrupulous oversight" and torture is prohibited, said Daniel Taub, senior deputy legal adviser in the foreign ministry. 

"The Gaza Strip has become a hotbed for terrorist preparations and a launching pad for repeated missile attacks," Taub said, adding that more than 200 rockets and mortar shells were fired on Israel from Gaza in the past four weeks. 

Israel said it opened its border crossings with the Gaza Strip on Thursday for the first time in a week to allow in limited amounts of food, medical supplies and fuel. 

It also is allowing foreign journalists to enter for the first time since November 4, when an armed raid into the coastal enclave triggered a surge in cross-border rocket attacks by Palestinian militants. 

Israel's main ally, the United States, did not speak during the three-and-a-half hour debate which continues on Tuesday. 

Palestinian envoy Khraisi said: "We are looking forward to the establishment of an independent sovereign state of Palestine...which will provide us with the opportunity and honor of participating in the UPR process as a fully-fledged member of the U.N." 

======Article #2 about religious Israelis' question=============
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-chabaddec03,0,7740510.story'

'Why did we deserve this?'
By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 
December 3, 2008

KFAR CHABAD, Israel — They gathered by the thousands, men in black hats and beards, women in ankle-length skirts and long-sleeved blouses, to grieve and to wrestle with a question tormenting this community of believers. 
Before them, wrapped in Jewish prayer-shawls, lay the bodies of Rabbi Gavriel Noach Holtzberg, 29, and his wife, Rivka, 28, emissaries of the Hasidic movement, Chabad-Lubavitch, killed last week when their outreach center was attacked by gunmen during a murderous rampage in Mumbai. 
The Holtzbergs were among six Jewish victims of the attack buried in Israel on Tuesday. 
"The rebbe said several times that it is permitted to complain to the Almighty," said Mordechai Ashkenazi, the rabbi of this Chabad village, citing the late spiritual leader of the movement, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. "And this is the big complaint today by all of us: 'Why? Why did we deserve this?' "
The Holtzbergs ran a Chabad House, part of a network of Lubavitch centers in 73 countries run by more than 4,000 husband-and-wife couples, bringing a touch of home to Jewish travelers. 
The Holtzbergs opened their center in Mumbai in 2003, shortly after they were married, offering Sabbath meals, prayer services and holiday celebrations to Israeli backpackers and other Jewish visitors. 
The aim of the Chabad emissaries is to bring secular Jews closer to their faith, a mission articulated by Schneerson, who built the group's global outreach effort from his headquarters in Brooklyn, New York. 
The Holtzbergs were remembered in eulogies as selfless hosts who welcomed one and all to their center. "Everyone was received with love," said a relative, Rabbi Yitzhak Grossman. "There was nothing private with Rivki and Gabi, they gave heart and soul, day and night for the community." 
No strangers to tragedy, the Holtzbergs lost their first-born to a genetic disease, and another son is hospitalized in Israel with the same illness.
A 2-year-old son, Moshe, survived last week's attack when the Holtzbergs' Indian nanny escaped with him from the Chabad building. Rivka Holtzberg's father revealed in his eulogy that his daughter was six months pregnant when she was slain.
Speakers said that they had no explanation for the loss, that God's ways were beyond mortal comprehension, and that the deaths of the Holtzbergs could be only be understood as a divine reprimand to live better lives. 
"Governments will answer the terrorists," said Rabbi Moshe Kotlarsky, a Chabad leader. "We will not fight them with AK-47s or with tanks. The rebbe taught us to light a candle in the room. Such brutality should be fought by torches of goodness and kindness and light." 
Kotlarsky promised to rebuild the Chabad House in Mumbai and name it after the Holtzbergs. 
"This is the time to take strength," he said. "This is not the time to ask questions. This is not the time to think. This is the time to do." 
jogreenberg@tribune.com
======Article #3 criticizing UN conference against racism========
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122833673466576709.html
REVIEW & OUTLOOK: Fighting Racism, U.N.-Style
Durban II mixes the same old Israel-bashing with new attacks on free speech
DECEMBER 3, 2008, 3:45 P.M. ET 

One of Colin Powell's best moves as Secretary of State was to pull out of the 2001 United Nations Durban confab against racism once it became an anti-Semitic rant. One of the best moves the new U.S. administration and Europe could make is to stay away from the follow-up meeting altogether.
"Durban II," planned for April in Geneva, promises to be an encore of the same old Israel-bashing. The draft declaration says Israel's policy toward the Palestinians amounts to no less than "a new kind of apartheid, a crime against humanity, a form of genocide and a serious threat to international peace and security." We'll spare you the rest of the diatribe.
Israel will be the conference's main object of obsession, but it's not the only target. The draft declaration also goes after the West's freedom of speech and antiterror laws under the guise of protecting religion -- read: Islam -- from "defamation."
The entire West will be in the dock for allegedly persecuting Muslims. "The most serious manifestations of defamation of religions are the increase in Islamophobia and the worsening of the situation of Muslim minorities around the world," the draft reads.
"Islamophobia" is a vague term used to brand any criticism of Islam as a hate crime. The real Islamophobes, though, Islamic terrorists who have killed hundreds of thousands of their co-religionists, get a free pass.
Instead, the draft calls for a media code of conduct and "internationally binding normative standards...that can provide adequate guarantees against defamation of religions." If this sounds like censorship, that's because it is.
The conference is being organized by the U.N. Human Rights Council, which, like its discredited predecessor, the Human Rights Commission, has been taken over by several of the world's main abusers of human rights. The Organization of Islamic Countries, the most powerful voting bloc at the U.N., managed to put Libya in charge of preparing Durban II. Tripoli is being assisted by such other pillars of the international community as Iran and Cuba. Last week a key U.N. General Assembly committee passed a draft resolution, sponsored by Islamic states, that calls for national laws against the "defamation of religions."
If the Durban II drafters have their way, any challenge of Islamic teachings, including teachings used to justify violence, would be taboo. Reprinting the Danish Muhammad cartoons, exploited by Muslim agitators in 2006 to incite riots around the world, would be a criminal offense. Even gross human-rights violations in Islamic countries -- such as the stoning of adulterers in Iran -- could be immune from criticism as these practices are rooted in religion.
Although couched in the language of religious rights, the draft isn't concerned with the right to practice one's religion. If so, it would have focused on the plight of religious minorities in many Muslim states. In Saudi Arabia, for instance, the public worship of any religion other than Islam is forbidden.
The drafters further demand that the fight against terrorism must not "discriminate" against any religion. They specifically complain about the "monitoring and surveillance of places of worship, culture and teaching of Islam." Since these are exactly the places where Islamic terrorists tend to recruit new followers, stopping such common-sense policing would render the West defenseless.
Israel said last month it will stay away from Geneva. Canada's Prime Minister Stephen Harper deserves kudos for having made that call already back in January. "We will not be party to an anti-Semitic and anti-Western hate fest dressed up as antiracism," he said.
The decision about whether to send a delegation to Durban II will be an early test of Secretary of State-designate Hillary Clinton and the new Obama Administration. Western states would best serve the antiracism cause by joining Ottawa and Jerusalem in a boycott of this hate fest.
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