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Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  115
Remember, full information and links for all 115 articles can be found at the end of the online version of this Action Alert found at:  http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20081130.doc
 
2.  Special Focus Articles for this Week:
2 sets of articles  - 1 set reporting on the extremist settlers in Hebron, and 1 set covering the IAEA struggles over the Syrian nuclear program, written by AP reporter George Jahn.

Both sets of articles neglect to mention key points that are critical of Israel and crucial to the pro-Israel propaganda platform.
 
II.  THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Articles & Activist Opportunities
(TOPIC I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (4 articles) - 3 issues are covered - (1) Muslims condemn Mumbai attacks, (2) Islamic convert to Catholicism is aggressively anti-extremism and pro-Israel, enters Italian politics, and authors Rosecrance and Eiran speculate that a major boost to peace efforts and motivator might be if Israel and Palestine were to be allowed to join the EU.

(TOPIC I.7) Iran Input (4 articles) - conflict continues over Iran's nuclear program, and Iran urges Lebanon to unite in opposition to the Zionism State.

(TOPIC I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks (8 articles) - Bush and Olmert say their last goodbyes as world leaders, and try to be optimistic, as Olmert moves forward to release 250 Palestinian prisoners to support Abbas in Palestinian politics, and Palestinian troops are requested by Abbas for Bethlehem holiday season (seen as another boost to Abbas), which is widely acknowledged as much improved from last year tourist dollars-wise.

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (17 articles) - despite inspectors finding traces of uranium in bombed reactor site in Syria, IAEA agrees to provide aid and guidance to Syria's nuclear energy program, which is seen as a defeat for the US on the committee. Possible reasons named in articles - US debacle in Iraq, and Israel avoiding international nuclear treaties. Meanwhile, UN resumes its annual effort to raise aid for Palestine.

(TOPIC II.7) New violent settler movement (11 articles) - in the home of Ibrahim's/Abraham's grave sacred to both Jews and Muslims, rock-throwing breaks out in Hebron between Israeli settler extremists and local Palestinian residents.  Meanwhile, tension is especially mounting around Palestinian home illegally occupied by settlers and thus ordered vacated, as per Israeli Supreme Court

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (25 articles) - truce virtually collapses as Israel and Hamas trade attacks, originally started by Israelis who entered Gaza to destroy a tunnel. Meantime, Israel performs surgery on imprisoned Hamas leader, and more activist relief boats either reach or are just setting out to reach Gaza, including the first one from a government - from Iran.

(TOPIC III.) PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (3 articles) - Palestinian millionaire builds opulent palace in West Bank to inspire Palestinians to keep striving for progress and opens aid confrerence to help out Palestinian economy and individuals.

(TOPIC III.1) PALESTINIAN Internal Politics (4 articles) - conflict between Hamas and Fatah continues with fights at University in Gaza and Hamas refusing exits to Mecca-bound pilgrims who carry Fatah visas. Abbas says if they can't develop an agreement by April, then they should hold early elections.

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (12 articles) - Kadima struggles as its lame-duck leader most likely will now face indictment - should they ask him to step down early?

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (17 articles) - in light of the tragic Mumbai crisis during which 6 Jews were sought out and killed, Israel seeks to renew its ties to India. In meantime, the Pope reportedly prepares for first trip to Israel.

(TOPIC V.2) USA Culture (4 articles) - Multi-talented musician Daniel Barenboim, reknown for his pro-Palestinian politics, gets ready to debut at the Met.

(TOPIC V.1) USA Foreign Policy (6 articles) - Muslim leaders of US charity to Gaza are convicted in a re-trial of aiding terrorists.  Meanwhile, advise for Obama on the Mid-East negotiations continues to flow.  All support two-state solution.

2.  Special Focus Articles
The following articles are especially important because they are wire service articles, which means they are distributed to thousands of newspapers across the USA and world.  The list of links below the article leads to the location of the article in the newspapers we survey in major US media markets.

We have reprinted the full text of most of these articles below for you to read for yourself.

The following article by Matti Friedman completely neglects the fact that all settlements in the occupied territories are illegal as per the Geneva Conventions and Rome Statute.  The article mentions how the Israeli government has been supporting even settlements they have not approved with their government bureaucracy, but this does not deny the fact of their illegality - so it is like criminals negotiating with criminals, and this irony is completely neglected in Ms. Friedman's article.

Israel, settlers reach outpost compromise 
By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer
November 24, 2008 - 2:36 p.m. EST
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Settlement.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/11/24/israel_settlers_reach_outpost_compromise/
http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_11063390
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6129887.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/785672.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_settlement.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112401560.html
 

 

These next 2 articles not only do not mention that the settlements are illegal as per international law, but they give passive legitimacy to the religious claim to occupied land by the extremist settlers by not mentioning that such a claim has no legal legitimacy what-so-ever in any modern law-based nation on earth.  It is also important to note how they give clear preference to the Jewish version of the story and the Jewish name Abraham over the Islamic version and name (Ibrahim) even as they attempt to refer to both religions with equality.  The article by Shawna Ohm is the most guilty of this bias.

 

Traditional tomb of Abraham stirs emotion 
By SHAWNA OHM, Associated Press Writer
November 29, 2008 - 8:22 p.m. EST
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Abrahams_City_Tomb.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/11/29/traditional_tomb_of_abraham_stirs_emotion/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-abrahams-city-tomb,0,4375277.story
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/792453.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_abrahams_city_tomb.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112901577.html
 


Unquiet grave: West Bank tomb a magnet for strife 
By STEVEN GUTKIN, Associated Press Writer
November 29, 2008 - 5:07 p.m. EST
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Abrahams_City.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/11/29/unquiet_grave_west_bank_tomb_a_magnet_for_strife/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-abrahams-city,0,2917403.story
http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_11102463
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6138548.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/792443.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/35259919.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_abrahams_city.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112901558.html
The next set of articles are all by one author - George Jahn, of the Associated Press.  Mr. Jahn reports on the IAEA meeting where they decided to lend aid Syria's nuclear energy project over the objections of the USA and others.  In a related article, by Mark Heinrich of Reuters, he mentions that Syria resisted submitting to IAEA supervision and restrictions because Israel also refused to cooperate and yet has a huge arsenal of nuclear weapons, and thus creating an imbalance in the region, especially if all the others are compromising their readiness by submitting to the IAEA.  We believe it is very important to write to Mr. Jahn, send him a copy of the Heinrich article, and ask him why he has not reported on this very important part of the puzzle in all his writings on the subject.
Mr. Jahn also mentions in only one article that when rejecting the American position, Mohamed ElBaradei, the head of the committee, referred to America's actions in Iraq where they attacked that country withoutfull proof that it was a true danger to the US with WMDs, and that such pre-mature, pre-emptive action would not be allowed in this committee.  We should ask Mr. Jahn why he also leaves this out in the majority of his writing.
Here is info on Mr. Jahn's articles and where we found them amongst the newspapers we regularly survey:
In US defeat, UN agency approves Syria nuclear aid
By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 
Wednesday, November 26, 2008; 2:22 PM 
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Finance_General/EU_Nuclear_Syria.html
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11079769?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/business/6133948.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/business/breaking-news/story/788801.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008429603_apeunuclearsyria.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112601837.html
U.N. inspector backs Syrian atomic plan over U.S.
By George Jahn, Associated Press
Posted on Tue, Nov. 25, 2008 
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/35050874.html
UN nuclear agency chief critical of US
By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 
Tuesday, November 25, 2008; 3:15 PM
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-syria-nuclearnov26,0,5218042.story
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_eu_nuclear_syria.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/25/AR2008112500641.html
Diplomats: US, IAEA chief clash over Syria
By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press
Monday, November 24, 2008; 4:05 PM
http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_11063041
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6130043.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112401256.html

III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
1.  Special Focus Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS - all AP staff can be contact through - info@ap.com
Matti Friedman - wrote uncritically about the agreement between the Israeli government and the settlers, not acknowledging that both are committing criminal actions not to be tolerated.
Steven Gutkin - wrote the article about Hebron extremists uncritically mentioning their belief in the absoluteness of their religious claim to the land.
George Jahn - writes about the IAEA decision to help out Syria's nuclear program against the wishes of the USA.
Shawna Ohm - writes about the Hebron extremists uncritically mentioning their belief in the absoluteness of their religious claim to the land of Palestine.


Newspapers - see below


2.  All of this Week's Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -
AP - all AP staff can be contact through - info@ap.com
 

Ibrahim Barzak, Ronald Blum, Matti Friedman, Steven Gutkin, Diaa Hadid, Aron Heller, Ben Hubbard, George Jahn, Karin Laub, Mark Lavie, Dalia Nammari, Joseph Nasr, Shawna Ohm, Deb Riechmann, David Rising, Steve Weizman

 

REUTERS - all Reuters staff can be contacted through the online Message Input Form located at -

 

http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

Reporters & Writers:  Nidal al-Mughrabi, Rami Amichai, Wafa Amr, Edmund Blair, Adam Entous, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Mustafa Abu Ganiyeh, Parisa Hafezi, Mark Heinrich, Jeffrey Heller, Zahra Hosseinian, Alistair Lyon, Alastair Macdonald, Ari Rabinovitch, Matt Spetalnick, Dan Williams

 

Editors: Dominic Evans, Philippa Fletcher, Jackie Frank, Douglas Hamilton, Louise Ireland, Janet Lawrence, Tim Pearce, Michael Roddy, Mark Trevelyan, Alison Williams, Richard Williams, 

 

MISCELLANEOUS
 

Shefali Anand (WSJ) - shefali.anand@wsj.com
Richard Boudreaux (LA Times) - boudreaux@latimes.com
Rachel Donadio (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/d/rachel_donadio/index.html
Ehud Eiran (Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard University) - ehud_eiran@ksg.harvard.edu
Samuel G. Freedman (NY Times) - sgfreedman@nytimes.com
Robert W. Gee (AJC) - bgee@coxnews.com
Carrie Johnson, Washington Post Staff Writer - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/carrie+johnson/
Isabel Kershner (NY Times) - http://www.nytimes.com/gst/emailus.html
Michael Kimmelman (NY Times) - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/k/michael_kimmelman/index.html
Colum Lynch, Washington Post Staff Writer - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/colum+lynch/
Aaron David Miller (Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars) - Aaron.Miller@wilsoncenter.org
Ralph Nader - info@nader.org, http://www.votenader.org/contact/
Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C9ECE5EEE5A0D2AEA0D0F2F5F3E8E5F2
Richard N. Rosecrance (Harvard Kennedy School's Belfer Center) - richard_rosecrance@ksg.harvard.edu
Jay Solomon (WSJ) - jay.solomon@wsj.com
Yaroslav Trofimov (WSJ) - yaroslav.trofimov@wsj.com
Paul J. Weber (LA Times) - paul.weber@latimes.com


Newspapers -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org

1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:  http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).


(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 
 
VI.  FULL TEXT OF SPECIAL FOCUS ARTICLES
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Israel, settlers reach outpost compromise 
By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer
November 24, 2008 - 2:36 p.m. EST
JERUSALEM -- Israel's government and West Bank settlers have reached a compromise that will avoid the immediate evacuation of an unauthorized West Bank outpost, both sides said Monday. 
 

The outpost of Migron, north of Jerusalem, will be moved near another West Bank settlement, according a document the government submitted to the Supreme Court. But the government says that won't happen "in the near future," because it will take time to plan a new site and build homes. That process is likely to take years, and in the meantime the some 45 families at Migron will stay where they are. 
 

The government was responding to a Supreme Court appeal submitted by the Palestinian owners of the land on which Migron sits. 
 


Migron was built without government authorization on privately owned Palestinian land, beginning in 1999. But the government has provided electricity and water grids, a road and security. It is one of about 100 unauthorized outposts in the West Bank. 

 

The dovish Israeli group Peace Now harshly criticized the compromise, saying the settlers and Defense Minister Ehud Barak, whose ministry arranged the deal, were merely "buying time." 

 

Yishay Hollender, a spokesman for the Yesha Council, the settler umbrella group that struck the deal with the government, said the compromise was in the settlers' best interests and would avoid a violent evacuation. The new site was to the east of the existing settlement of Adam, near Jerusalem, he said, and was in effect a new settlement.
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Traditional tomb of Abraham stirs emotion 
By SHAWNA OHM, Associated Press Writer
November 29, 2008 - 8:22 p.m. EST

 

 HEBRON, West Bank -- In the divided city of Hebron, Jews toss slips of paper with handwritten prayers into a room over the traditional burial place of Abraham. At the same site, Muslims raise their hands into the air invoking the name of Ibrahim. Both are revering the same forefather. 
 

In a city inflamed with animosity between Jew and Arab, a delicate balance of power keeps passions in check at the site known to Jews as the Tomb of the Patriarchs and to Muslims as the Ibrahimi Mosque. 
 

Most of the time, the grandiose stone structure is divided into Jewish and Muslim sections to prevent contact, except for 10 days a year when each religion gets the whole site to itself. 
 

Palestinians go through checkpoints guarded by Israeli soldiers before walking up a long staircase and entering the mosque's wide arched halls. Jews travel through Arab neighborhoods in bulletproof buses to reach the shrine. 
 

The Bible says Abraham purchased the cave in Hebron from the town's ruler for 400 silver shekels to bury his wife Sarah around four millennia ago. Tradition holds that he, son Isaac, grandson Jacob and the matriarchs Rebecca and Leah are also buried there. 

 

King Herod built walls around it 2,000 years ago. It was a church under the Byzantines, a mosque during the Arab conquest, a church during the Crusader period and a mosque again when the Muslims conquered the city in the 13th century. 

 

A synagogue inside the shrine bears Arabic inscriptions from the centuries of Muslim rule. 

 

A Jewish community lived and worshipped until it fled in 1929 after the city's Arabs, angered by the increased Zionist presence in British-controlled Palestine, killed 67 Jews. 

 

After Israel conquered Hebron and the rest of the West Bank in the 1967 Mideast war, Orthodox Jews began moving back and eventually established permanent settlements near the tomb. 
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Unquiet grave: West Bank tomb a magnet for strife 
By STEVEN GUTKIN, Associated Press Writer
November 29, 2008 - 5:07 p.m. EST

HEBRON, West Bank -- With its dueling street names, barbed wire barricades and the tomb of a shared patriarch split between two religions, the city of Abraham takes the feud between Israelis and Palestinians to its outer limits.
 

Even a humble olive harvest is a cue for violence in Hebron, where 600 of Israel's most radical citizens have carved out an enclave bristling with guns and watchtowers in the midst of 170,000 Palestinians.
 

Yet for all the city's complexities, the essence of Hebron's anguish is simple: one forefather, one city and two peoples _ one feeling invaded, the other convinced it has come back to its biblical birthright, right down to the deed of sale recounted in the Book of Genesis, when Abraham purchased a burial plot for 400 silver shekels.
 

Jews and Arabs both claim descent from the biblical patriarch, but their relationship in Hebron is anything but brotherly.
 

Fearful of a peace deal that would lead to their evacuation, the settlers are growing increasingly violent, throwing rocks, assaulting farmers and even taking on Israeli soldiers _ all to show their government how difficult any withdrawal from the West Bank will be.
 

"This is the heart of the people of Israel," said 39-year-old Hebron settler Amikam Lederer, standing in a courtyard outside the Abraham Our Father synagogue, a short walk from the tomb. "Normal people do not give their heart to someone else."
 

According to Islamic, Jewish and Christian belief, Hebron, in the southern West Bank hills, is where not only Abraham _ Ibrahim to Muslims _ is buried, but also the patriarchs Isaac and Jacob and the matriarchs Sarah, Rebecca and Leah.
 

But two massacres define the city as much as religion. In 1929 rampaging Arabs killed 67 Jews, and in 1994 a Jewish extremist named Baruch Goldstein shot dead 29 Palestinians praying at the mosque surrounding Abraham's grave.
 

All this history, dating as far back as 3,800 years, weighs heavily on the latest initiative by Mideast peacemakers _ the deployment in Hebron of some 600 Palestinian troops, mostly trained in Jordan under U.S. guidance. They are here to bolster Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and keep the Islamic militants of Hamas in check.
 

While the move has enjoyed some success, with dozens of wanted gunmen arrested, it is also fraught with peril. Though the new forces are supposed to avoid the fifth of the city that remains under Israeli military control, any clash with settlers or soldiers could undermine their mission of helping create the conditions needed for peace.
 

Hebron embodies the Israeli nationalist vision born after the 1967 Mideast War of reclaiming the Promised Land and filling it with Jewish settlers.
 

In that war, Israel captured Hebron along with the West Bank, and Jews immediately began pressing for the right to move back into the city from which their forerunners had been expelled in 1929.
 

Initially, they were housed in a new suburb, Kiryat Arba, outside the Arab-populated city, but after Palestinians gunned down six settlers on their way home from prayers at the tomb in 1980, the government retaliated by allowing settlers to move in near the tomb, living in buildings that had belonged to Jews until the 1929 bloodbath.
 

The frictions have been constant. To get to the tomb from Kiryat Arba, worshippers ride a bulletproof bus on what Jews call King David Street, and which Palestinians call Martyrs Street. Wire mesh and metal bars protect Palestinian homes from settlers hurling stones and bottles from above.
 

Black paint now covers the words "Death to Arabs" on the door of Nidal Jabari's grocery store in Hebron. The Palestinian says he hardly gets any business these days because of settler harassment.
 

In the plaza in front of the high-walled Ibrahimi mosque over Abraham's tomb, the silence is shattered by dueling loudspeakers _ Israeli nationalist songs vs. the muezzin calling the Muslim faithful to prayer five times a day.
 

A strictly enforced timetable sets separate hours for Jews and Muslims to pray at the tomb.
 

Whole streets along the way to the tomb have been cleared of Palestinian stores, leading to what the Israeli human rights group B'Tselem calls the "economic collapse of the center of Hebron."
 

The decline has been most marked in the eight years since the Palestinians unleashed their second uprising against Israel. Of the hundreds of Israelis killed in suicide bombings and other attacks, 31 were Hebron settlers. During that time, 195 Palestinians died in Hebron fighting while curfews confined the Arab population to their homes in the Israeli-controlled section of the city for months at a time. Thousands simply moved away.
 

Some shops and businesses were closed by army order, others because of extensive restrictions on Palestinian movement.
 

"If a customer is stopped by the Israeli army he will not shop there," said Hisham Sharabati, a human rights worker. "It's an indirect message that says 'don't come back to this area.'"
 

The Israeli government maintains it has had no choice but to adopt stern measures to protect the settlers from militant violence.
 

The settlers used to enjoy broad public sympathy. Viewed as pioneers, they were allowed to operate with impunity for decades. But now they sense that this sympathy is waning as Israelis increasingly are seeking ways to disentangle themselves from the West Bank and end the war. And this in turn is driving the hard-liners to greater extremes.
 

After the army demolished an illegal settlement outpost near the city, settlers attacked an Israeli policeman, vandalized a Muslim cemetery and slashed the tires of two dozen Arab-owned cars. What most irked Israelis was a settler declaring on the radio that the troops involved in dismantling the outpost deserved the same fate as Gilad Shalit, an Israeli soldier held captive for more than two years by Palestinian militants in the Gaza Strip.
 

Nowhere are tensions more acute than at a four-story, unfinished house where 14 Jewish families live under round-the-clock army protection. Twenty months later they are still there. The Defense Ministry has decided they must go, but evacuation deadlines haven't been met.
 

The settlers have named it House of Peace, but clash frequently with their neighbors. On a recent day, settlers carrying automatic rifles walked in and out past a photo of Rabbi Meir Kahane, the Jewish militant leader assassinated by a Muslim extremist in New York in 1990.
 

"When a Jew bows his head in the Land of Israel and doesn't believe that the country belongs to us, the Arabs feel wonderful and they hurt us," says Ruth Hizmi, a mother of seven and grandmother of six who lives in the House of Peace.
 

"When they feel that Jews are strong ... they go away."
 

But they have a worsening image problem in Israel. Their critics have been galvanized by B'Tselem, the rights group, and Breaking the Silence, an organization of Israeli army veterans who take Israelis on tours of Hebron's flash points.
 

B'Tselem hands out video cameras to Palestinians, then makes the footage public. In one video that caused a stir in Israel, a Jewish woman tells a Palestinian woman to stay behind a gate.
 

"Sit here, in the cage," the settler taunts.
 

When the Palestinian refuses, she hisses: "You're a whore, and your daughters, too."
 

Another video shows children as young as 4 throwing debris at Palestinians while a black-bearded man in a skullcap looks on.
 

Olives have become a factor in the conflict, as settlers try to chase Palestinian farmers away from land near settlements. In one recent incident, they punched a 53-year-old British woman who was trying to shield farmers from attack.
 

Increasingly, Israelis are asking why their government doesn't intervene. The reason, says Gershom Gorenberg, author of a history of the settlers, is that "Hebron has a place in ancient Jewish history and modern Zionist history that has an emotional resonance that works against making a practical decision about it."
 

Under accords signed in the 1990s, Abbas' government controls 80 percent of Hebron and Israel the other 20 percent. Some 30,000 Palestinians live in the Israeli-run area, and they complain that it has become a refuge for drug gangs and common criminals, immune from both their own law and from Israeli troops whose orders are to protect Jewish settlers, not stop Palestinian crime.
 

Sharabati, the rights worker, described a scene of young Palestinians smoking hashish directly below an Israeli army watchtower, the smoke wafting up through the windows to the booth where the soldiers sat.
 

Israeli surveillance is everywhere. Abdel Kareem Hadad, a Palestinian living in the Israeli-controlled area, has an army camera bolted to his house. It began moving as he sat on his porch one recent morning, at one point cueing directly at him as he spoke.
 

"This is for their security, not our security," Hadad said.
 

© 2008 The Associated Press

 

=======================================================

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Finance_General/EU_Nuclear_Syria.html
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11079769?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/business/6133948.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/business/breaking-news/story/788801.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008429603_apeunuclearsyria.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112601837.html
In US defeat, UN agency approves Syria nuclear aid
By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 
Wednesday, November 26, 2008; 2:22 PM 

 VIENNA, Austria -- The U.N. nuclear agency on Wednesday overrode U.S. concerns and approved sensitive technical aid for Syria, despite allegations the country has a secret atomic program that could be used to make weapons. 
In the end, Washington and its allies agreed to the deal, which provides IAEA expertise and equipment to help Syria build a power-producing reactor. 
But they did so only after three days of deadlock at a closed meeting of the International Atomic Energy Agency. The dispute pitted Western nations against backers of Syria, which included Iran, Russia and China. 
Agreeing to approval appeared to have been a painful concession for the U.S., Canada, Australia, France and Britain _ the nations that at the start of the meeting spearheaded the effort to deny Syria the aid. 

Beyond helping the Syrians develop expertise, the $350,000 aid project would send the wrong signal about a country under investigation by the IAEA, critics argued. 

A Western diplomat sought to depict approval of the project in a positive light. 

"We've made our point," she said, demanding anonymity because she was not authorized to discuss the closed meeting. "The one Syrian project is now under the spotlight and will remain under the spotlight." 

But Syria portrayed the decision as vindication. 

Approval by the 35-nation board of the International Atomic Energy Agency showed an "understanding of the position of Syria," Ibrahim Othman, head of Syria's nuclear agency, told The Associated Press. 

An IAEA report last week said satellite imagery and other information suggested a site bombed last year by Israel was a nuclear reactor, adding that agency inspectors had found traces of processed uranium on location. The U.S. says the target was a nearly completed reactor built with North Korean help that would have produced plutonium, a possible fissile warhead component. 

But Syria denies running a secret nuclear program. And on Wednesday, Othman dismissed Western assertions that a country being probed by the IAEA should not be privy to sensitive nuclear technological aid _ and even denied his country was being probed. 

"We are not under investigation," he said, calling the case against his country "accusations without any proof." 

Reluctant Western acceptance of the aid project came only after a spirited endorsement by IAEA chief Mohamed ElBaradei earlier in the week that appeared strengthen pro-Syria sentiment. 

The U.S. and its allies could have forced a vote. But the outcome would have been uncertain. And it would have further charged the tense atmosphere of a meeting that normally decides by consensus and without controversy on projects to IAEA members meant to help them master civilian nuclear projects. 

The last project denied was two years ago for Iran, which is under U.N. sanctions for defying Security Council demands to curb uranium enrichment and other activities that could be used in a weapons program. 

Nations opposed to the Syria package settled for language Wednesday allowing to voice their concerns in the restricted document approving the deal. 

That text, made available to The Associated Press, noted that "a number of states expressed strong reservations" and committed the IAEA to "monitor the project closely ... and ensure that any equipment provided is used only for the purposes intended." 
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UN nuclear agency chief critical of US
By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 
Tuesday, November 25, 2008; 3:15 PM

 VIENNA, Austria -- The chief U.N. nuclear inspector has urged caution against prematurely judging Syria's atomic program by reminding diplomats about false U.S. claims that Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass destruction, comments released Tuesday show. 
The bluntness of remarks by Mohamed ElBaradei, head of the International Atomic Energy Agency, reflected tensions over whether Syria should be given potentially sensitive nuclear guidance at a time it is being investigated for alleged secret atomic activities. 
The U.S. and its close allies are opposed. Supporting Syria is Iran_ itself denied technical aid two years ago because it was under U.N sanctions for defying Security Council demands to curtail nuclear activities _ and other nonaligned countries. Russia and China also support Damascus. 
Compromise appeared near as a meeting of the IAEA's 35 board members on the issue adjourned Tuesday. Participants were deliberating on a statement that approved IAEA help in planning Syria's first power-producing nuclear plant while pointing out "strong reservations" by some board members, according to a copy of the internal paper given to The Associated Press. 
The statement also committed the IAEA to "monitor the project closely, report as appropriate, and exercise vigilance to ensure that any equipment provided is used only for the purposes provided" _ and only in the late stages of the project. That provision reflected Western concerns that Damascus could misuse the equipment for secret atomic activities. 
But ElBaradei's implicit criticism of the U.S. was receiving as much attention at the meeting as the Syria aid proposal prompting it. 
Speaking at a closed meeting of the IAEA's board on Monday, ElBaradei did not mention the United States by name. But his reference to claims that Saddam had a secret chemical, nuclear and biological weapons program _ assertions that helped form the U.S. rationale for the invasion of Iraq _ made it clear that his criticism was directed mostly at Washington. 
"There are claims against Iraq, which proved to be bonkers, but only after a terrible war," ElBaradei said after the U.S. and its allies questioned Syria's right to his agency's help in planning a power-producing atomic reactor. 
"There is one thing called investigation, another called clear-cut proof of innocence or guilt ... and all of you, even if you are not lawyers, know that people and countries are innocent until proven guilty," he said. 
President George W. Bush's administration initially argued that Saddam had to be toppled to stop him from using what Bush claimed were the Iraqi leader's weapons of mass destruction or from selling them to al-Qaida or other terrorist groups. 
But no such weapons were ever found. ElBaradei was among the chief skeptics questioning the claims. 
A report circulated last week by ElBaradei confirmed that soil samples taken at the site of a building in Syria bombed last year by Israel revealed "a significant number" of uranium particles. 
The report also said that satellite imagery and other information appeared to bear out U.S. intelligence that the building was a nuclear reactor _ one Washington said was nearly completed and almost ready to produce plutonium, a fissile warhead component. 
Syria denies hiding nuclear activities. But the report strengthened both concerns that it might have something to conceal and arguments from the U.S. and its allies that Damascus should not be offered agency help in planning its civilian reactor. 
Beyond helping the Syrians develop expertise, the $350,000 aid project would send the wrong signal about a country under investigation by the IAEA, critics like the Americans argued. 
In Washington, U.S. State Department spokesman Sean McCormack said it was "totally inappropriate." 
But ElBaradei disagreed, saying there was no legal basis to cancel or postpone the program.
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Diplomats: US, IAEA chief clash over Syria
By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press
Monday, November 24, 2008; 4:05 PM
VIENNA, Austria -- The chief U.N. nuclear inspector said Monday that Syria had a right to his agency's help in planning a power-producing atomic reactor, in what diplomats described as a rejection of U.S.-led efforts to block the aid.
The clash reflected tensions between Mohamed ElBaradei, the head of the U.N. nuclear agency, and key Western nations over whether Syria should be given potentially sensitive nuclear guidance at a time when it is being investigated.
Russia, China and developing nations also back the aid project, said diplomats who spoke on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the International Atomic Energy Agency talks.
U.S. State Department spokesman Sean McCormack said it was "totally inappropriate, we believe, given the fact that Syria is under investigation by the IAEA for building a nuclear reactor outside the bounds of its international legal commitments.
"And then for the IAEA to be involved in providing technical information concerning nuclear activities would seem to be contradictory, if not ironic," McCormack said.
A report circulated last week by ElBaradei confirmed that soil samples taken at the site of a building in Syria bombed last year by Israel revealed "a significant number" of uranium particles.
The report also said that satellite imagery and other information appeared to bear out U.S. intelligence that the building was a nuclear reactor _ one Washington said was nearly completed and almost ready to produce plutonium, a fissile warhead component.
Syria denies hiding nuclear activities. But the report strengthened both concerns that it might have something to conceal and arguments from the U.S. and its allies that Damascus should not be offered agency help in planning its civilian reactor.
Beyond helping the Syrians develop expertise, the $350,000 aid project would send the wrong signal about a country under investigation by the IAEA, critics like the Americans argued.
Those concerns were voiced again Monday, according to diplomats inside the closed meeting of the IAEA's 35-nation board. U.S. delegate Geoff Pyatt was outspoken in opposition to the planned project and received backing from the European Union, France, Britain, Australia and Canada, the diplomats said.
Some of the strongest objections came from Australia, said one the diplomats, citing that nation's statement.
"We find it difficult to accept the agency embarking on such an all-encompassing and ill-defined nuclear power project at a time when Syria is evidently withholding cooperation from the agency ... a serious concern," said the statement.
But ElBaradei disagreed, saying there was no legal basis to cancel or postpone the program.
Two years ago, Iran was stripped of IAEA technical aid meant to help it build a heavy water reactor that also will produce plutonium when completed.
However, the country was already under U.N. Security Council sanctions for refusing to freeze both construction of that reactor and its program of uranium enrichment _ both pathways that could yield to nuclear arms.
ElBaradei cited Tehran's case to emphasize the difference between the two situations and to argue in favor of the Damascus project, diplomats said.
Iran and other nonaligned nations also warned against withdrawing the project.
"Syria or any member state of the IAEA should benefit (from) technical cooperation without any discrimination," Ali Ashgar Soltanieh, Iran's chief delegate to the IAEA, told The Associated Press.
Separately, he accused those nations opposed to the Syrian project of "poisoning" the meeting's atmosphere.
And speaking for the nonaligned countries, Norma M. Goichochea, the chief Cuban delegate said technical aid to members "should not be blocked, delayed or otherwise hindered for mere suspicion or unproven allegations."
(This version CORRECTS spelling of U.S. delegate's first name to Geoff.)
© 2008 The Associated Press
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VIII.  DETAILS FOR ALL OF THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
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(I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (4)

============================

Muslims condemn Mumbai attacks, but uneasy about bloodshed linked to their religion

By KARIN LAUB | Associated Press Writer 

4:14 PM CST, November 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-muslims-india-shootings,0,7886742.story

Muslims condemn Mumbai attacks, worry about image

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 30, 2008; 5:14 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/30/AR2008113001501.html

Muslim convert turns to politics in Italy

The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 30, 2008; 11:23 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/30/AR2008113000871.html

In the name of peace, Israelis and Palestinians should become European

By Richard N. Rosecrance and Ehud Eiran

from the November 26, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1126/p09s01-coop.html

======================

(I.7) Iran Input (4)

======================

Iran reports rocket launch amid nuclear tension

Writing by Parisa Hafezi, Reuters 

Wednesday, November 26, 2008; 6:46 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112600638.html

MIDEAST DEVELOPMENTS (repeat from other category)

Associated Press

Tuesday, November 25, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/11/25/mideastglance.html

Olmert says no U.S. pressure on Israel over Iran

By Jeffrey Heller, additional reporting by Dan Williams in Jerusalem, editing by Jackie Frank, Reuters 

Tuesday, November 25, 2008; 1:02 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/25/AR2008112500951.html

Iran urges Lebanese to unite against Israel

Reporting by Zahra Hosseinian; Writing by Edmund Blair; Editing by Dominic Evans, Reuters 

Tuesday, November 25, 2008; 10:18 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/25/AR2008112500695.html

=============================

(I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks (8)

=============================

Israel approves release of 250 Palestinian prisoners

Writing by Adam Entous; Editing by Dominic Evans, Reuters 

Sunday, November 30, 2008; 7:37 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/30/AR2008113000609.html

Tills ring out for Christmas in Bethlehem

By Alastair Macdonald, additional reporting by Mustafa Abu Ganiyeh; editing by Michael Roddy, Reuters

Sunday, November 30, 2008; 12:32 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/30/AR2008113000967.html

Palestinian troops urged for Bethlehem

By Dalia Nammari, Associated Press

Tuesday, November 25, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/11/25/bethlehem.html

Olmert Says Agreement on 'Core Issues' of Peace Deal Is Close 

Associated Press

NOVEMBER 25, 2008, 1:02 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122763564432356955.html

Bush, Olmert leaving with no Mideast peace deal

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, November 25, 2008; 3:39 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/25/AR2008112500349.html

U.S. NEWS: Olmert and Bush Are Set for Final Meeting as World Leaders 

Associated Press

NOVEMBER 24, 2008, 2:40 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122755433754853851.html

Bush, Olmert have last meeting before ending terms

By DEB RIECHMANN, The Associated Press

Monday, November 24, 2008; 7:40 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112400375.html

Bush insists vision of Palestinian state lives

By Jeffrey Heller and Matt Spetalnick, Reuters 

Monday, November 24, 2008; 8:00 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112401005.html

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (17)

===============================

IAEA Broadens Probe of Syria Plans To Build Up Its Nuclear Program 

By JAY SOLOMON

NOVEMBER 29, 2008 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122792135584465829.html

REVIEW & OUTLOOK: Syria and the Nuclear Cops - IAEA Chief Mohamed ElBaradei believes Syria deserves a new reactor

NOVEMBER 28, 2008 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122783079294562937.html

IAEA chief baffled over lack of Syria nuclear info

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press

Thursday, November 27, 2008; 2:32 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/27/AR2008112701809.html

U.S., EU fear Syria 'sanitized' alleged nuclear sites

By Mark Heinrich, Editing by Richard Williams, Reuters

Friday, November 28, 2008; 11:34 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/28/AR2008112800723.html

ATOMIC POWER AID OK’D FOR SYRIA

Associated Press

Thursday, November 27, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/11/27/syriabox.html

Israel's Lebanon war showcased cluster bomb horrors

By Alistair Lyon, Special Correspondent, editing by Dominic Evans, Reuters

Thursday, November 27, 2008; 8:21 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/27/AR2008112701098.html

Nuclear watchdog raps U.S. - Invokes Iraq claims in meeting on Syria

By George Jahn | Associated Press 

November 26, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-syria-nuclearnov26,0,5218042.story

In US defeat, UN agency approves Syria nuclear aid 

By GEORGE JAHN, Associated Press Writer

November 26, 2008 - 2:22 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Finance_General/EU_Nuclear_Syria.html

Agencies seek $462 million in aid for Palestinians 

By SHAWNA OHM, Associated Press Writer

November 26, 2008 - 9:43 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Aid.html

In US defeat, UN nuclear agency approves Syria atomic aid despite suspicion of covert program

By GEORGE JAHN | Associated Press Writer 

1:22 PM CST, November 26, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-nuclear-syria,0,2248267.story

Aid agencies seek $462 million for assistance to Palestinians in 2009

By SHAWNA OHM | Associated Press Writer 

8:43 AM CST, November 26, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-aid,0,5852710.story

In US defeat, UN agency approves Syria nuclear aid

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, November 26, 2008; 2:22 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112601837.html

Agencies seek $462 million in aid for Palestinians

By SHAWNA OHM, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, November 26, 2008; 9:43 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112601132.html

UN nuclear agency chief critical of US

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, November 25, 2008; 3:15 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/25/AR2008112500641.html

US official urges Iran to seize chance for amends 

By DAVID RISING, Associated Press Writer

November 24, 2008 - 12:53 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_US_Iran_Nuclear.html

U.S., Nuclear Chief Clash Over Syria 

Associated Press

NOVEMBER 24, 2008, 1:10 P.M. ET 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122754986601253667.html

Diplomats: US, IAEA chief clash over Syria

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press

Monday, November 24, 2008; 4:05 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112401256.html

=========================================

(II.7) New violent settler movement (11)

=========================================

Traditional tomb of Abraham stirs emotion 

By SHAWNA OHM, Associated Press Writer

November 29, 2008 - 8:22 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Abrahams_City_Tomb.html

Unquiet grave: West Bank tomb a magnet for strife 

By STEVEN GUTKIN, Associated Press Writer

November 29, 2008 - 5:07 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Abrahams_City.html

Key events in the history of Hebron 

By The Associated Press

November 29, 2008 - 5:22 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Abrahams_City_Timeline.html

Traditional burial site of patriarch Abraham a hotbed of intense emotions

By SHAWNA OHM | Associated Press Writer 

7:23 PM CST, November 29, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-abrahams-city-tomb,0,4375277.story

Unquiet grave: In city of their shared patriarch's grave, Jews and Muslims in constant strife

By STEVEN GUTKIN | Associated Press Writer 

4:07 PM CST, November 29, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-abrahams-city,0,2917403.story

A timeline of major events in the history of Hebron, city of Abraham's burial

By The Associated Press 

4:22 PM CST, November 29, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-abrahams-city-timeline,0,5972350.story

Unquiet grave: West Bank tomb a magnet for strife

By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press

Saturday, November 29, 2008; 5:07 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112901558.html

Traditional tomb of Abraham stirs emotion

By SHAWNA OHM, The Associated Press 

Saturday, November 29, 2008; 8:22 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112901577.html

Settlers clash with Palestinians in WBank city

Reporting by Mustafa Abu Ghaniya; writing by Joseph Nasr, editing by Tim Pearce, Reuters 

Saturday, November 29, 2008; 8:51 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112900774.html

Around the World: Deal Struck on Israeli Outpost

Tuesday, November 25, 2008; Page A10

From News Services

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112402790.html

Israel, settlers reach outpost compromise 

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer

November 24, 2008 - 2:36 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Settlement.html

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (25)

==========================

Hamas claims attack on Israeli army base near Gaza

Editing by Mark Trevelyan, Reuters 

Sunday, November 30, 2008; 4:34 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/30/AR2008113000372.html

Jailed Hamas official has kidney stone removed

Associated Press

November 29, 2008 - 7:01 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Hamas.html

Jailed Palestinian parliament speaker has kidney stone removed at Israeli hospital

By Associated Press 

6:02 AM CST, November 29, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-hamas,0,2698915.story

Hamas claims mortar attack on Israeli army base

The Associated Press 

Saturday, November 29, 2008; 4:08 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112900456.html

Jailed Hamas official has kidney stone removed

The Associated Press 

Saturday, November 29, 2008; 7:01 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112900744.html

Key events in the history of Hebron

By The Associated Press

Saturday, November 29, 2008; 5:22 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112901584.html

Around the World: Gaza Shells Injure Israeli Troops

From News Services

Saturday, November 29, 2008; Page A16

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/28/AR2008112802830.html

Motley crew comes to rescue of blockaded Gazans 

By DIAA HADID, Associated Press Writer

November 28, 2008 - 1:35 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Off_The_Boat.html

Motley crew of foreigners defies Israel's blockade of Gaza to help Palestinians fish and farm

By DIAA HADID | Associated Press Writer 

12:35 PM CST, November 28, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-gaza-off-the-boat,0,2896606.story

Short of fuel and electricity, Gazans discover one abundant resource: ingenuity

By BEN HUBBARD and DIAA HADID | Associated Press Writers 

6:02 AM CST, November 28, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-gaza-notebook,0,910027.story

World Briefing | Middle East - Israel: Militants Attack Military Base 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Published: November 28, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/29/world/middleeast/29briefs-MILITANTSATT_BRF.html?scp=7&sq=Israel&st=cse

Motley crew comes to rescue of blockaded Gazans

By DIAA HADID, The Associated Press

Friday, November 28, 2008; 1:35 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/28/AR2008112801733.html

For Gazans, one abundant resource: ingenuity

By BEN HUBBARD and DIAA HADID, The Associated Press

Friday, November 28, 2008; 7:02 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/28/AR2008112800778.html

Mortar bombs hurt 6 Israeli troops on Gaza border

Writing by Dan Williams; editing by Alison Williams, Reuters 

Friday, November 28, 2008; 4:39 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/28/AR2008112801928.html

WORLD IN BRIEF: Boat sails with aid despite blockade

From News Services

Thursday, November 27, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/11/27/world.html

Foreign press issues plea to reopen Gaza crossing

By SHAWNA OHM, The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 27, 2008; 8:56 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/27/AR2008112701130.html

Palestinian rocket hits Israeli house

The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 27, 2008; 12:18 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/27/AR2008112701588.html

Palestinians: Aid boat en route from Libya to Gaza

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, November 26, 2008; 1:50 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112601225.html

Israel bans press in the Gaza Strip

For nearly three weeks Israel has blocked access to the Gaza Strip. Foreign journalists are challenging the Gaza ban in 

court, calling it a 'blow' to freedom of the press. 

By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the November 26, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1126/p06s01-wogn.html

Israel Closes Gaza Crossings Again After Allowing Aid to Flow for a Day

By Mark Lavie, Associated Press 

Wednesday, November 26, 2008; Page A07 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/25/AR2008112502765.html

MIDEAST DEVELOPMENTS

Associated Press

Tuesday, November 25, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/11/25/mideastglance.html

Israel closes Gaza crossings after rocket fire

Writing by Joseph Nasr; Editing by Louise Ireland, Reuters 

Tuesday, November 25, 2008; 3:09 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/25/AR2008112500304.html

Gazans using tattered notes because of cash crunch

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Monday, November 24, 2008; 4:17 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112400628.html

Foreign press in Israel fight Gaza entry ban

By STEVE WEIZMAN, The Associated Press 

Monday, November 24, 2008; 4:14 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112401697.html

Israel lets limited aid into Hamas-run Gaza Strip

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, additional reporting by Adam Entous and Dan Williams in Jerusalem; writing by Adam Entous and 

Joseph Nasr; editing by Janet Lawrence, Reuters 

Monday, November 24, 2008; 5:13 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112400579.html

===============================

(III.) PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (3)

===============================

Amid poverty, a Renaissance villa in the West Bank 

By KARIN LAUB , Associated Press Writer

November 26, 2008 - 5:28 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_One_Mans_Paradise.html

Palestinian tycoon's opulent paradise in West Bank contrasts with grinding poverty

By KARIN LAUB | Associated Press Writer 

4:28 AM CST, November 26, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-one-mans-paradise,0,3556627.story

Amid poverty, a Renaissance villa in the West Bank

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Wednesday, November 26, 2008; 5:28 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112600164.html

===========================================

(III.1) PALESTINIAN Internal Politics (4)

===========================================

Hamas prevents Muslim pilgrims from leaving Gaza

By DIAA HADID, The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 30, 2008; 5:56 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/30/AR2008113001588.html

Mecca pilgrims blocked from leaving Gaza

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, additional reporting by Cairo newsroom; Writing by Joseph Nasr, Editing by Alastair Macdonald, 

Reuters 

Saturday, November 29, 2008; 1:31 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112901000.html

Hamas, Fatah women fist fight as disputes inflame

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, editing by Alastair Macdonald and Douglas Hamilton, Reuters 

Wednesday, November 26, 2008; 6:38 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112600686.html

Abbas wants Palestinian elections in April

By Wafa Amr, Reuters

Tuesday, November 25, 2008; 4:14 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/25/AR2008112500782.html

======================================

(IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (12)

======================================

Kadima to meet about Israeli prime minister

Associated Press

November 27, 2008 - 2:48 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Olmert.html

Israel's Foreign Minister Livni calls on prime minister to step down as indictment nears

By ARON HELLER | Associated Press Writer 

5:00 PM CST, November 27, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-politics,0,3191119.story

Israeli official weighs Olmert indictment

By Mark Lavie | Associated Press 

November 27, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-olmertnov27,0,3911925.story

Livni calls emergency meeting if Israel's ruling Kadima party to discuss Prime Minister Olmert

By Associated Press 

1:48 AM CST, November 27, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-olmert,0,2056260.story

Israel's Livni calls on Olmert to step down

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 27, 2008; 6:00 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/27/AR2008112700988.html

Kadima to meet about Israeli prime minister

The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 27, 2008; 2:48 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112603627.html

Israeli PM under pressure from party to step aside

By Rami Amichai, additional reporting by Allyn Fisher-Ilan and Ari Rabinovitch; writing by Adam Entous; editing by 

Philippa Fletcher, Reuters 

Thursday, November 27, 2008; 11:24 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/27/AR2008112700956.html

Around the World: Charges Mulled Against Olmert

From News Services

Thursday, November 27, 2008; Page A22 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112604258.html

Israel Prepares to Indict Its Premier in Double-Billing 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: November 26, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/27/world/middleeast/27mideast.html?_r=1&scp=2&sq=Israel&st=cse

Israeli attorney-general considers charging Olmert

By Ari Rabinovitch, additional reporting by Allyn Fisher-Ilan, editing by Tim Pearce, Reuters 

Wednesday, November 26, 2008; 3:27 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112601967.html

Israelis ponder new leader, and fate of their capital

By ROBERT W. GEE

Tuesday, November 25, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared/news/stories/2008/11/ISRAEL_JERUSALEM23_PBP.html

==============================

(IV.2) Culture in Israel (17)

==============================

Israel tones down criticism of India in standoff; rabbi describes talking with gunman

By MATTI FRIEDMAN | Associated Press Writer 

10:18 AM CST, November 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-india-shooting,0,1067492.story

Egyptian-born commentator baptized by pope in high-profile conversion enters Italian politics

By Associated Press 

10:23 AM CST, November 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-italy-muslim-convert,0,7027850.story

Israel tones down criticism of India in standoff

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 30, 2008; 11:18 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/30/AR2008113000662.html

US Jewish, meditation groups' members die in India 

By ADAM GOLDMAN, Associated Press Writer

November 29, 2008 - 12:11 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/National/India_Shooting_US_Victims.html

Victims of India attack include NY rabbi, wife; father, daughter in Va. meditation group

By ADAM GOLDMAN | Associated Press Writer 

11:11 AM CST, November 29, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-india-shooting-us-victims,0,2003429.story

Israel says Mumbai attackers targeted its citizens

By Richard Boudreaux 

November 29, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-fg-indiaisrael29-2008nov29,0,1054488.story

US Jewish, meditation groups' members die in India

By ADAM GOLDMAN, The Associated Press

Saturday, November 29, 2008; 12:11 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112900457.html

Israelis mourn rabbi and wife slain in Mumbai

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press

Saturday, November 29, 2008; 5:24 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/29/AR2008112901585.html

On Religion: Between Israel and India, a Link Based on Culture and, Now, Terrorism 

By SAMUEL G. FREEDMAN

Published: November 28, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/29/us/29religion.html?scp=5&sq=Israel&st=cse

A Tragic End at Chabad House  - Unlike Tightly Guarded Embassies, Mumbai Jewish Center Was a Soft Target

By YAROSLAV TROFIMOV and SHEFALI ANAND

NOVEMBER 28, 2008, 9:18 P.M. ET 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122791112830765379.html

Indian police surround Jewish center hit by gunmen 

By JENNY BARCHFIELD , Associated Press Writer

November 27, 2008 - 7:52 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Asia/AS_India_Shooting_Jewish_Center.html

Police surround Mumbai's Chabad Lubavitch Jewish center after storming by militants

By JENNY BARCHFIELD | Associated Press Writer 

6:52 AM CST, November 27, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-as-india-shooting-jewish-center,0,1777972.story

Vatican spokesman: contacts under way for possible pope trip to Holy Land next year

By ALESSANDRA RIZZO | Associated Press Writer 

5:41 AM CST, November 27, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-pope-holy-land,0,7194481.story

Pope May Make First Trip to Israel and Palestinian Lands in ’09 

By RACHEL DONADIO

Published: November 27, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/28/world/europe/28pope.html?scp=4&sq=Israel&st=cse

Indian police surround Jewish center hit by gunmen

By JENNY BARCHFIELD, The Associated Press

Thursday, November 27, 2008; 7:52 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/27/AR2008112700643.html

Pope may visit Holy Land next year 

By ALESSANDRA RIZZO , Associated Press Writer

November 27, 2008 - 6:41 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Pope_Holy_Land.html

Pope may visit Holy Land next year

By ALESSANDRA RIZZO, The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 27, 2008; 6:41 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/27/AR2008112700796.html
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Daniel Barenboim set for Metropolitan Opera debut

By RONALD BLUM | Associated Press Writer 

11:02 PM CST, November 27, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Recordings/Barenboims_Met_Debut.html

Known for political views as much as music, Daniel Barenboim set for Metropolitan Opera debut

By RONALD BLUM | Associated Press Writer 

11:02 PM CST, November 27, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-barenboims-met-debut,0,6638013.story

Abroad: A Whirlwind Named Barenboim 

By MICHAEL KIMMELMAN

November 23, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/23/arts/music/23kimm.html?_r=1&scp=2&sq=Daniel%20Barenboim&st=cse

Daniel Barenboim set for Metropolitan Opera debut

By RONALD BLUM | Associated Press Writer 

11:02 PM CST, November 27, 2008

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/27/AR2008112701770.html
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Muslim charity mistrial in 2007 helped US refine case in winning Holy Land convictions

By PAUL J. WEBER | Associated Press Writer 

3:49 AM CST, November 26, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-muslim-charity-trial,0,5833220.story

Start With Syria: A Middle East Deal Obama Could Build On

By Aaron David Miller

Wednesday, November 26, 2008; Page A13 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/25/AR2008112501885.html

Second chance helps US in terror-financing case

By PAUL J. WEBER, The Associated Press

Wednesday, November 26, 2008; 4:49 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/26/AR2008112600471.html

Don’t suppress Carter or opportunity for peace

By RALPH NADER

Tuesday, November 25, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2008/11/25/nadered_1125.html

108 guilty verdicts for Muslim charity

By Paul J. Weber

November 25, 2008 in print edition A-12 

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/25/news/na-muslim-charity25

Muslim Charity's Ex-Leaders Convicted - Justice Nets 2 Wins As Embassy Blast Verdicts Endure

By Carrie Johnson, Washington Post Staff Writer

Tuesday, November 25, 2008; A06

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112402589.html
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