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Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  99
 
2.  Special Focus Articles for this Week:
4 articles using common problems with presentation of international law, and one editorial that does it right.

The common problems are:

1.  Referring uncritically to the Zionist claim on Palestine based on religion.

2.  The Zionist claim that the UN is biased against Israel.

3.  The core of the Middle East conflict is that Israel is continuously, intentionally and systematically breaking the law as it violates the basic rights of the Palestinian people, and yet many people think of the conflict as merely a misunderstanding between different peoples with both groups equally at fault.
EDITORIAL: A too-harsh lesson
November 21, 2008 in print edition A-30
http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/21/editorial_pages/ed-gaza21
Israel says will boycott U.N. forum on racism
Reuters 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 1:22 PM 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111902238.html
High in the Holy Land, a Biblical view of peace
By Douglas Hamilton, Reuters
Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 5:22 AM
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111900663.html
Worried West Bank settlers try wine and a bus tour
By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press
Monday, November 17, 2008; 3:05 PM
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111701909.html
Israelis and Palestinians find peace on the playground
By Claire Sibonney, Reuters
Monday, November 17, 2008; 8:37 PM
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111702837.html


 
II.  THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Articles & Activist Opportunities:
(TOPIC I.7) Iran Input (1 article) - UK Foreign Minister labels Iran's alleged nuclear weapon ambitions to be the greatest threat to world peace because it could possibly instigate a nuclear arms race in the region.

 

(TOPIC I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks (19 articles) - as focus shifts from Bush to Obama, Olmert proposes releasing 250 Palestinian prisoners to bolster Abbas.  In the meantime, the PA takes out Hebrew ads in Israel aimed at the average citizen touting the Saudi peace plan that would return Israel to 1967 borders in exchange for full recognition from the entire Arab world, among other points.

 

(TOPIC I.4) Hamas talks & truce (2 articles) - recent violence between Israel and Hamas is possibly a reflection of the uncertainty created by pending elections and the pending end of the truce requiring re-negotiations.  But the Likud is using it as fuel to grow anti-negotiations

 

(TOPIC I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (4 articles) - Hezbollah is upset because Germany will not carry its TV station, but Germany claims it violates their constitution because the station stimulates violent reactions.

 

(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (6 articles) - Israeli NSC report says "'We favor speeding up the talks with Syria, in hope of a breakthrough,' and adding that the Golan 'is not too high a price to pay' if Syria cuts off Hamas and Lebanon's Hezbollah guerrillas and 'scales back' its ties with Iran."  The report also recommends stopping PA elections at all costs in case it brings Hamas to power in the WB.  Otherwise, IAEA inspectors say the bombed plant in Syria looks like it was a nuclear reactor.

 

(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (5 articles) - Israel says it is boycotting the UN Racism Conference because it is biased against Israel.  Israel has done same in past years as well.  Meantime Obama's election is giving new hopes to the international effort to ratify the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.

 

(TOPIC II.10) Egyptian Actions (1 article) - Egyptian court annuls gas pipeline deal with Israel because it has not been approved with proper procedures (the price is too low, and it requires Parliament approval, which it probably would not get).

 

(TOPIC II.7) New violent settler movement (7 articles) - 3 issues - (1) Israeli settlers are feeling threatened so try some modern media PR, (2) settlers continue to act out attacking a community and writing hate messages on a Mosque, and (3) the government has begun moving against the settlers evicting some from houses taken from Palestinans in Hebron.

 

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (24 articles) - Hamas and Israel duel across border with rockets and raids. Israel started it by entering into Gaza to destroy a tunnel militants were supposedly building.  Consequently, conditions worsen in Gaza as Israel keeps borders closed, including keeping reporters out.  The world protests all of this.

 

(TOPIC III.) PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (1 article) - Newly trained Fatah police force gets female officers to help soften its run-ins with its own people, especially with women, but complaints of abuse of detainees continues.

 

(TOPIC III.1) Palestinian Internal Politics (3 articles) - Abbas threatens early elections if Hamas does not return to the reconciliantion talks.

 

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (4 articles) - as Netayahu's conservative Likud party pulls ahead in polls, reknown Israeli liberals join together to fight back.

 

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (3 articles) - as Israeli police arrest scheming Jewish neo-Nazis, Israeli schools are described wherein Jewish and Muslim children study, play and perform together.

 

(TOPIC V.2) USA Culture (2 articles) - Ben Stiller and Chris Rock visit Israel and are very impressed.  The article does not mention if they had any exposure or opinions concerning the conflict with the Palestinian people.

 

(TOPIC V.1) Foreign Policy (15 articles) - transition continues from Bush to Obama with mixed anticipation across globe, Clinton selected for Secretary of State also brings mixed reviews.  In the meantime Olmert comes to DC to say goodbye, and Lieberman is forgiven for supporting McCain.


2.  Special Focus Articles:
This week's Action Alert puts special focus on 4 articles that include in their writing 3 major problems very often found in the US reporting on the Middle East conflict and international law, and to contrast these problems we include one editorial that does it right.

Full text of these articles is provided below within this Action Alert.

The three problems are:

1.  Describing uncritically the religious claim to the land by extremist Zionists when this claim is completely unacceptable legally, and counter to modern law as practiced across the globe.  Can you imagine someone trying to take land here in the US based on their interpretation of the Bible?  Why is it more acceptable in the Middle East?

2 articles:

Worried West Bank settlers try wine and a bus tour
By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press
Monday, November 17, 2008; 3:05 PM

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11006252?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6117186.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/775503.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/388261_mideast18.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111701909.html
High in the Holy Land, a Biblical view of peace
By Douglas Hamilton, Reuters
Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 5:22 AM
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111900663.html
2.  The claim of negative bias against Israel by the United Nations is not unwarranted but in fact is earned by Israel because Israel has violated the law and UN resolutions consistently, systematically and intentionally for 60 years more than any other member-nation since the inception of both the UN and Israel in 1948, and that it was set up to do this in relatively modern times and by people of a modern society in order to create an ethnically and religiously monolithic nation, in contrast to other countries which might be violating the law, but who's ancient cultures and societies are also struggling with the law because it is new to them as they emerge into modern times struggling with the forces of modernization and globalization - a completely different situation requiring a different response - patience, aid and education (as well as ongoing political pressure of course to move toward compliance).

2 articles:
Israel boycotts UN racism conference, claims bias
By IAN DEITCH, The Associated Press 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 2:38 PM 

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_UN_Conference.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/11/20/israel_boycotts_un_racism_conference/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-un-conference,0,1999917.story
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11023278?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6121231.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/778840.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_un_conference.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111902514.html
Israel says will boycott U.N. forum on racism
Writing by Jeffrey Heller; additional reporting by Patrick Worsnip at the United Nations; editing by David Wiessler; Reuters 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 1:22 PM 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111902238.html
3.  Efforts to overcome prejudice and cultural divide between the Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs are very commendable, but it is important to mention that this cultural divide and prejudice is not the main root of the conflict - the root, which is actually the main cause of the strong feeling of injustice, is that Israel is continuously and intentionally and systematically violating the law as it violates the rights of the Palestinian people, and that there will not be, and cannot be a real peace until Israel stops this.

Israelis and Palestinians find peace on the playground
By Claire Sibonney, Reuters
Monday, November 17, 2008; 8:37 PM
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111702837.html
4.  The one article that does it right is actually an editorial from the Los Angeles Times - it labels the crime Israel is committing (collective punishment) and then describes what Israel is doing to do this, and then why this is illegal.  The only possible short-coming could be that the article could have actually cited the law and article declaring this crime illegal, and quoted from it as well.  Also, the article might have given some historic background information to show that this is part of a wider pattern - such additions might have been more impactful, but - who's complaining...

EDITORIAL: A too-harsh lesson
November 21, 2008 in print edition A-30
http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/21/editorial_pages/ed-gaza21

 
III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
1.  Special Focus Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS - all AP staff can be contact through - info@ap.com
Ian Deitch, Steven Gutkin

REUTERS - all Reuters staff can be contacted through the Comment Info Form found at --
 http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 Douglas Hamilton, Jeffrey Heller, Claire Sibonney, David Weissler, Patrick Worsnip

Newspapers - (see above)
 

2.  All of this Week's Articles
 
Reporters & Editors -
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS - all AP staff can be contact through - info@ap.com
Ibrahim Barzak, Ali Daraghmeh, Ian Deitch, Josef Federman, Beth Fouhy, Matti Friedman, Steven Gutkin, Diaa Hadid, Aron Heller, Ben Hubbard, George Jahn, Karin Laub, Mark Lavie, David Rising, David Stringer, Amy Teibel

 

REUTERS - all Reuters staff can be contacted through the Comment Info Form found at --
 http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

Nidal al-Mughrabi, Adam Entous, Douglas Hamilton, Mark Heinrich, Jeffrey Heller, Joseph Nasr, Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Ari Rabinovitch, Abed Shana, Claire Sibonney, Wiessler, Dan Williams, Patrick Worsnip

MISCELLANEOUS -
Lurie ??? (Chicago Tribune & Jewish Journal???)
Michael Abramowitz, Washington Post Staff Writer - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/michael+abramowitz/
Ross Atkin (CSMonitor) - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=D2EFF3F3A0C1F4EBE9EE
Richard Boudreaux (LATimes) - richard.boudreaux@latimes.com 
Zbigniew Brzezinski - John Hopkins University Paul Nitze School of Advanced International Studies - http://apps.sais-jhu.edu/faculty/faculty_bio1.php?ID=27
& The Center for Strategic & International Studies - http://www.csis.org/component/option,com_csis_experts/task,view/type,34/id,108/
Mona El-Naggar (NY Times) - http://thelede.blogs.nytimes.com/author/mona-el-naggar/
Joel Greenberg | Chicago Tribune correspondent - jogreenberg@tribune.com
John Hughes (Brigham Young University) - http://home.byu.edu/
Isabel Kershner (NY Times) - http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/author/isabel-kershner/?scp=2&sq=isabel%20kershner&st=cse
Robert Kilborn (CSMonitor) - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4&url=/2008/1125/p07s01-nbgn.html
Alexandra Marks | Christian Science Monitor Staff writer - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C1ECE5F8E1EEE4F2E1A0CDE1F2EBF3&url=/2008/1125/p01s07-usec.html
Dana Milbank (WPost) - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/dana+milbank/
Yehudah Mirsky (Van Leer Jerusalem Institute) - http://www.vanleer.org.il/Eng/content.asp?Id=625
Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=C9ECE5EEE5A0D2AEA0D0F2F5F3E8E5F2
Tim Rutten (LA Times) - timothy.rutten@latimes.com
Brent Scowcroft (The Scowcroft Group) - http://www.scowcroft.com/html/staff/scowcroft.html
Jay Solomon (WSJ) - newseditors@wsj.com, or ... to correspond directly with a reporter you must subscribe to the online Wall Street Journal first.
Joby Warrick, Washington Post Staff Writer - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/joby+warrick/

Newspapers -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com
    Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org

1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:  http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:  http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:  http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:  www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at: http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).


(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 
 
VI.  FULL TEXT OF SPECIAL FOCUS ARTICLES
 
*********Editorial that does a good job reporting on internat'l law******************
http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/21/editorial_pages/ed-gaza21
EDITORIAL: A too-harsh lesson
November 21, 2008 in print Los Angeles Times edition A-30
In the 2 1/2 weeks since its cease-fire with Hamas broke down, Israel has all but sealed crossings along its border with the Gaza Strip and rejected U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s appeal to allow more humanitarian aid into the enclosed territory that houses more than 1.5 million Palestinians. This response to violence directed against it amounts to collective punishment of civilians, which is illegal under international law, unfair and counterproductive. Hunger and scarcity nurture extremism. 

Israelis and Palestinians must find their way back to the Egyptian-brokered cease-fire that largely held for five months, until an Israeli army incursion Nov. 4 to destroy a tunnel that officials feared would be used by Palestinian extremists to take an Israeli hostage. Now, civilians on both sides are suffering as more than 170 rockets and mortars have rained down on southern Israel from the Gaza Strip and, in response, the Israeli army has put Gaza in lockdown. 

The United Nations and the World Food Program distribute staples such as sugar, flour and rice to about two-thirds of the residents of Gaza, many of whom are refugees of the 1948 war over Israel’s creation and their descendants. John Ging, director of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency operations in Gaza, says the agency needs to keep a two-month supply of food on hand for times such as these, which are inevitable in a conflict zone, but that Israel has restricted humanitarian deliveries since the armed militant group Hamas seized control of the Gaza Strip in June 2007. The agency ran out of food a week ago Thursday, got about 30 truckloads through the border on Monday and will run out again at the end of this week. In addition, Ging says, banks have a shortage of Israeli shekels, the currency in Gaza, so the U.N. is unable to make its usual cash payments to the neediest families. 

Shlomo Dror, a spokesman for the Israeli Defense Ministry, disputes that account. He says plenty of food and fuel are making their way into Gaza’s markets from Egypt, and he suggests that U.N. relief officials are posturing to ensure their budgets for next year. Regrettably, the government also has denied international journalists access to Gaza, so reporters have no means to examine the situation on the ground and make independent judgments. Still, we see no benefit to blocking delivery of humanitarian aid. On the contrary, as the military power surrounding Gaza, Israel has a duty to ensure that civilians receive sufficient food, fuel and medicine.


======2 articles Israel complain about UN bias======================
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_UN_Conference.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/11/20/israel_boycotts_un_racism_conference/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-un-conference,0,1999917.story
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11023278?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6121231.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/778840.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1107ap_ml_israel_un_conference.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111902514.html
Israel boycotts UN racism conference, claims bias

By IAN DEITCH, The Associated Press 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 2:38 PM
JERUSALEM -- Israel will boycott a United Nations conference on racism next year, Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni said Wednesday, charging it would be biased against Israel and aim to delegitimize the Jewish state. 
The next World Conference Against Racism is scheduled to take place next April in Geneva, Switzerland. 
The U.S. and Israel walked out midway through the 2001 World Conference Against Racism in Durban, South Africa, because of a draft resolution that singled out Israel for criticism and compared Zionism _ the movement to establish and maintain a Jewish state _ to racism. The resolution was not approved. 
Critics said that conference mostly ignored other conflicts around the world and focused on Israel. 
Livni said the 2009 gathering would be a repeat performance. 
"The documents prepared for the (upcoming) conference indicate that it is turning once again into an anti-Israeli tribunal, singling out and delegitimizing the state of Israel, which has nothing to do with fighting racism," she said at a conference of North American Jewish leaders in Jerusalem. "In view of this situation, I decided that Israel will not participate." 
The U.S. has not yet decided whether to take part, but used a vote in the U.N. General Assembly last year to protest the conference. Canada has said it will not take participate, charging that the meeting would promote racism and not combat it. 
Jewish participants at the 2001 Durban conference said they had been silenced and threatened by pro-Arab activists. 
Livni called on the international community to stay away from the 2009 conference, which she said "seeks to legitimize hatred and extremism under the banner of the fight against racism." No comment from the organizers was immediately available. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111902238.html
Israel says will boycott U.N. forum on racism
Writing by Jeffrey Heller; additional reporting by Patrick Worsnip at the United Nations; editing by David Wiessler; Reuters 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 1:22 PM

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni said on Wednesday that Israel had made a final decision not to participate in a U.N. forum on racism and urged other countries to boycott what she termed an "anti-Israel tribunal." 

The United Nations said it regretted the decision. 

The World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, to be held in Geneva in April, is a follow-up to a 2001 summit in Durban, South Africa on the same issues. 

Israel and the United States walked out of the first conference in protest over draft texts branding Israel as a racist and apartheid state -- language that was later dropped. 

In a speech to visiting U.S. Jewish leaders, Livni said she announced last February that Israel would not participate in the 2009 meeting unless it was clear it would not be used "as a platform for further anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic" activity. 


She said documents prepared for next year's forum showed it was "turning once again into an anti-Israeli tribunal, singling out and delegitimizing the State of Israel." 

As a result, she said: "I decided that Israel will not participate and will not legitimize the Durban-2 conference." 

"We call upon the international community not to participate in this conference, which seeks to legitimize hatred and extremism under the banner of the fight against racism," Livni added. 

In August, officials from 21 African countries held talks ahead of the Geneva conference and adopted a text which recommended it discuss, among other issues, "the plight of the Palestinian people under foreign occupations." 

Canada has said it will not take part in the Geneva meeting. The United States, Britain, the Netherlands and France have said they may stay away if Israel's relations with Palestinians stands to eclipse all else. 

Some countries are also concerned that some Middle Eastern states will try to use the conference to push a declaration that could stifle free expression by labeling criticism of religions as defamatory. 

The office of U.N. human rights commissioner Navi Pillay said it regretted Israel's decision. 

"Given the critical importance of the issues under discussion at the conference, broad participation is essential," U.N. spokeswoman Marie Okabe said in New York, speaking for the Geneva-based office. 

"These ... are issues which affect all countries and millions of individuals around the world on a daily basis." 


======2 articles accepting religious claim uncritically==================
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_11006252?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6117186.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/775503.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/388261_mideast18.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111701909.html
Worried West Bank settlers try wine and a bus tour

By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press
Monday, November 17, 2008; 3:05 PM

SHILOH, West Bank -- Israel's West Bank settlers have been ratcheting up their violence, defying their own government and flouting international public opinion.

But on Monday a settler group tried another tack _ wooing foreign journalists with a bus tour featuring a glass of merlot and a visit to a home overlooking the site where the biblical Israelites housed Moses' stone tablets.

"Here you see the miracles and the prophecies actualized in front of you," said settler Tamar Yonah Feld, portraying Jewish settlement in the West Bank as a fulfillment of God's will.

The settlers said they wanted to show the world they are just trying to have peaceful lives. But the bulletproof windows on the bus, the ubiquitous barbed wire and the watch towers at settlements betrayed an existence that is anything but normal.

Despite the wine, a mouthwatering lunch and an earnest video on the land's Jewish roots, the interaction with the visitors was often heated.

Journalists peppered the settlers with questions like "Don't the Palestinians have a right to a state?" and "How can Israel hope to remain both Jewish and democratic if it continues to rule over another people who will soon outnumber Israelis?"

The answer to the first question was invariably, "No." Arabs already have enough states, settlers said.

Responding to the second question, some settlers said Israel doesn't need to be democratic. Others said they expected Jews from around the world to come to Israel to ensure a Jewish majority.

Eliana Passentin, a 35-year-old mother of six who was raised in San Francisco, invited reporters into her home in the settlement of Eli, offering cookies and blue pens marked "From Eli with friendship."

To get to the house, the journalists passed a swimming pool, basketball and tennis courts, a Jewish seminary, kindergartens and a poster of Meir Kahane, the slain extremist leader who advocated the forcible expulsion of Arabs.

Passentin's house, featuring modern furniture and fine tiles cemented into built-in benches, overlooks ancient Shiloh, for which a modern settlement nearby is named and where tradition holds the ancient Israelites kept the tabernacle with Moses' tablets. She said her dining room was situated to make maximum use of that view.

"We love living here. We love this land," Passentin said.

Later, the reporters were taken to the ancient site to watch a video and hear an archaeologist describe the Jewish connection to the land.

Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza Strip and other Arab territory in the 1967 Mideast war and, after initially holding off, eventually began moving its citizens into the territories. Today nearly 300,000 Jewish settlers live among 2.3 million Palestinians in the West Bank, in addition to about 180,000 Israelis living in east Jerusalem neighborhoods also captured in 1967.

Much of the world and a sizable portion of the Israeli public, including Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, now say many of the settlements will have to be dismantled to make room for a Palestinian state, just as 8,000 settlers were evicted from the Gaza Strip three years ago.

That is not going to happen, vowed Avi Roeh, head of the local settler government that conducted Monday's tour.

"Governments come and governments go. What we're doing here is something that's permanent. We intend to stay," he said.

The settlements, interspersed among Palestinian communities across the West Bank, are easily recognizable with their red-tile roofs, manicured gardens and neat rows of cookie-cutter houses.

Their existence and the hardships they cause Palestinians _ including extensive restrictions on Palestinians' freedom of movement to protect settlers from militants _ have drawn comparisons to the apartheid racial separation system when South Africa was ruled by whites.

But settler David Feld, who identified himself as a former colonel in the U.S. Air Force, said any Israeli withdrawal from the West Bank would lead to more violence by Palestinians. He pointed to the Gaza Strip, where a 2005 Israeli pullout was followed by a takeover by Hamas militants and an increase in the number of rockets fired into Israel.

"Now you don't see a single Jew in Gaza. And what did we get in return? Bombs, bombs and bombs," Feld said.

Hoping to swing more Israelis behind them, settlers have taken out radio ads and put up billboards highlighting the ancient Jewish connection to Judea and Samaria _ the biblical term for the West Bank.

At the same time, other settlers less concerned with their image are conducting a more ominous campaign, with young extremists stepping up attacks on Palestinians and even hurling abuse at Israeli soldiers, who would be in charge of removing settlers if it ever comes to that.

The settler group behind Monday's tour sought to put a happy face on the situation, however. At the settlement of Ofra, reporters were taken to a winery's dark, stonewalled cellar and offered samples of $40 bottles of merlot, cabernet sauvignon and chardonnay.

Yoram Cohen, the 47-year-old proprietor, said he wasn't concerned about someday being forced to leave _ or the fact that many foreigners are reluctant to buy Israeli wine made in disputed territory like the West Bank.

"I don't live with worrying. I live with living," he said.

© 2008 The Associated Press

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111900663.html
High in the Holy Land, a Biblical view of peace

By Douglas Hamilton, Reuters
Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 5:22 AM

ELI, West Bank (Reuters) - When God ordered Abraham to slaughter a son, the angel of the Lord stepped in at the last minute to stay his hand. Was it a test of faith, or had Abraham's imagination simply run away with him?

Scholars may differ, but to many Jewish settlers in the occupied West Bank, the story is as real as the airy heights and rocky slopes where Hebrew and Philistine armies clashed in biblical times, and where they live today.

This makes it hard to discuss rationally a resolution of the conflict between the Palestinians and Israel over its occupation of West Bank land since the 1967 Arab-Israeli war.

"That's Highway 60. It's been there since Abraham," says Eliana Passentin, pointing to the road in the valley beneath her home in Eli on an 850 meter (2,700 foot) mountaintop, where "on a clear day you can see all the way to Tel Aviv."

Passentin, a 34-year-old former Californian with 6 children, did not build her spacious villa here for the stunning geography or the government subsidies. Every view from every window, she says, looks onto a piece of recorded biblical history.

"There's room here in Israel for everyone," she insists. But "I don't believe we're on the way to peace. There's a lot of hatred toward us." She teaches her children to "respect but suspect," she says. "If my children hear Arabic here on the hill, maybe they should be scared."

The 250,000-strong settler community is not monolithic and not all take the bible literally. But those who do believe they are following God's word, and have His blessing for recovering the holy land of Israel for its chosen people.

Settlers deny their towns are an illegal obstacle to peace. On a tour they organized this week to redress a negative image in foreign media, they cited scripture going back 3,500 years to explain why a land-for-peace swap was out of the question.

Yehudit Tayar talked about what "we" did in ancient times, as if recalling recent family history. "When we were crossing the desert," she says. "When we first came back to Shilo" to worship the Holy Tabernacle "which our families did three times a year" back in the Iron Age.

It's as if the intervening 3,000 years never happened.

DREAM TOWNS

Visitors to divided Jerusalem, only a half hour drive away, see checkpoints, watchtowers, teenagers with combat rifles and other daily manifestations of the occupation that might be removed almost overnight, if there was a peace deal.

But looking at the reality of the settlements, their tended gardens and schools, and listening to the passions that gave rise to them, makes it plain that persuading -- or even forcing -- Jews to give these up will be a far bigger challenge.

The red-tiled, stone houses of Kokhav Yaakov and nearby Psagot, a 20-year-old settlement, look like the 1950s suburbs of the American Dream, as drawn by Madison Avenue advertisers.

You can almost see a new Buick in the driveway. Kids' bikes litter the watered lawns and wide sidewalks. Mom is baking apple pie in the kitchen. There's no need to lock your door...

This is the innocent, idyllic gloss some put on settler life. But just beneath lies a hard bedrock of scripture.

"It was a tremendous rout for the Philistines and a tremendous victory for the Hebrews," says Rabbi David Feld, a former American who sees the stark hillsides through a biblical prism and talks passionately, as if it all happened yesterday.

The ancients "had chariots, they were like our tanks," he says with animation. He looks no further than the Book of Samuel to justify his place on occupied land.

"Israel has made peace with all the Arabs that want to make peace," says Feld. "This is the biblical land of Israel."

CENTURIES-OLD TERRACING

Yovram Cohen of the nearby Ofra settlement is a self-taught winemaker and native-born Israeli whose parents came from Tunisia. He produces his Tanya Vineyard Merlot and Cabernet reds, keeps parakeets, and ignores religious politics.

"I'm not living here for political reasons. It's just where I live, and I bought this land," says the former paratrooper. Pressed about the threat of a land-for-peace swap, he says finally: "If ever it comes, I will face it, when I have to."

Cohen is not a typical settler. Most of the 38 settlements of Israel's Benjamin municipality are classified as "religious."

Seen from the heights, they look like real-estate brochure images of neatly landscaped new towns -- apart from adjacent trailer camps which the settlers call "young communities" but Israel classifies as illegal outposts.

They crown rocky slopes terraced for centuries by Arab cultivators whose history the settlers want everyone to ignore.

Illegal or not, they are all the homes of Jews whom Israel would have to remove, if ever it opts to trade land for peace.

And now the settlers feel under threat, anxious that an election in February could vote in an unsympathetic majority.

In an unprecedentedly frank stand by an Israeli leader, outgoing Prime Minister Ehud Olmert advocates withdrawal from almost all land taken in 1967 -- a hard idea to swallow for settlers cajoled and subsidized by successive governments.

Olmert also warns that Israel cannot tolerate vigilantes in the settler movement who undermine Israel's position by trying to drive out Palestinian neighbors and even fight its police.

Former San Francisco Bay resident Passentin, whose house "like Joshua's" has the flat roof that Arab construction favors rather than the gabled, red-tiled settler model, says she feels "a strong feeling of connection to this land."

"We are not bloodthirsty fanatics," she says. Unlike Feld and his wife Tamar, who described militant settler youth gangs as "patriotic kids," she condemns violence and says her neighbors feel the same.

If ever ordered to leave, she says, she will resist by legal means, not violent, and "would never hurt any of our soldiers."

Others say the day of abandoning the land will never come.

"We are here to stay," says Benjamin council head Avi Roeh. "We are people who believe we are here for a mission. It's an act of Zionism, an act of patriotism."

(Editing by Dominic Evans)

© 2008 Reuters

======1 article thinking only of cultural conflicts=====================
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111702837.html
Israelis and Palestinians find peace on the playground

By Claire Sibonney, Reuters
Monday, November 17, 2008; 8:37 PM

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Israeli and Palestinian youngsters are finding some common ground on a school playground.

Basketball games, hosted in Jerusalem by Hand in Hand, one of the few Israeli public schools where Jews and Arabs study together, are giving youths aged 10 to 16 a chance to try to bridge a wide political and religious divide.

"I'm not afraid but I'm tense," said Azeza Shiquart, 15, of the village of Jabal Mukaber, in the occupied West Bank on the edge of Arab East Jerusalem, preparing for her first basketball game against Jewish teenagers from west Jerusalem.

"I want to let the Jewish girls know we are peaceful."

Last March, a Palestinian gunman from Jabal Mukaber killed eight Israelis in an attack on a Jewish seminary in west Jerusalem before he was shot dead.

In July, another Palestinian from the same village rammed a bulldozer into an Israeli commuter bus, cars and pedestrians on one of Jerusalem's busiest streets, killing three people.

Many of Azeza's team were playing sports for the first time, and their headscarves and layers of long clothing set them apart from the Israeli players, who wore shorts and t-shirts.

Karen Doubilet, of PeacePlayers International (PPI), the group that organized the year-long basketball program, said strides toward peace could be made through such "baby steps."

"A kid who's been in our program, an Israeli kid who goes to the army, looks at the Palestinian coming through the checkpoint a little bit differently," she said, referring to the network of West Bank roadblocks that Israel calls a security necessity and Palestinians condemn as a daily humiliation.

Israel captured the West Bank and East Jerusalem in a 1967 war and annexed the city in a move that has not won world recognition. Palestinians want East Jerusalem to be capital of the state they hope to build in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

LONG-TERM

PPI, which leads similar peace-through-sports projects in Northern Ireland and South Africa says its longer programs, including those for theater and other arts, have a more lasting effect than one-off discussion forums that bring Israeli and Arab students together.

"The morning after you may find wonderful results. Two months later and they have vanished," said Gavriel Salomon, co-director of the Center for Research of Peace Education at the University of Haifa, referring to short-term programs.

Melisse Lewine-Boskovich of the Peace Child Israel organization, whose two-year-long program partners Arab and Jewish teenagers in writing bilingual plays based on their experiences, said a sharp decline in violence had taken some of the urgency away from the bridge-building exercises.

"It was much more trendy and sexy to be doing work with Palestinians and Israelis (in the past)," said Lewine-Boskovich. "It was also much easier to fundraise."

Programs like PPI and PCI aim eventually to be compulsory within Israel's public education system, building on models like the Hand in Hand schools, where classes are taught in Hebrew and Arabic.

Ala Khatib, the Arab co-principal of the Hand in Hand school in a well-off area of west Jerusalem, said co-existence was a lesson its 460 students could not ignore.

"Never mind what is going on outside, whether it's bombing in Gaza or if it's suicide bombing in Tel Aviv, you can't stop school. You have to go to school, you have to face the other side, you have to say good morning, and you have to talk," Khatib said.

At the end of the hour-long basketball session, the Arab and Jewish girls from East and west Jerusalem were not only talking, but laughing, hugging and exchanging high-fives.

"It's starting small," said 14-year-old basketball player Tamar Ranel, who comes from a school in west Jerusalem. "This can change the world -- maybe -- I don't know."

(Editing by Charles Dick)

© 2008 Reuters
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 VII.  ORGANIZATIONAL NEWS
 
Nothing new.


VIII.  DETAILS FOR ALL OF THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES

======================

(I.7) Iran Input (1)

======================

Britain's Miliband calls Iran world threat

By DAVID STRINGER, The Associated Press 

Friday, November 21, 2008; 2:43 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/21/AR2008112102137.html

=============================

(I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks (19)

=============================

Abbas calls on Obama to implement Arab peace plan 

By ALI DARAGHMEH, Associated Press Writer

November 22, 2008 - 1:42 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Obama.html

Israel to free 250 prisoners before Muslim holiday

Associated Press story

November 22, 2008 - 5:49 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Prisoners.html

Palestinian president calls on US President-elect Barack Obama to implement Arab peace plan

By ALI DARAGHMEH | Associated Press Writer 

12:43 PM CST, November 22, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-obama,0,6636882.story

Abbas calls on Obama to implement Arab peace plan

By ALI DARAGHMEH, The Associated Press 

Saturday, November 22, 2008; 1:42 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/22/AR2008112201118.html

Israel to free 250 prisoners before Muslim holiday

The Associated Press 

Saturday, November 22, 2008; 5:49 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/22/AR2008112200646.html

Ad touts Arab peace plan - Appeal in Hebrew; Jordan's king warns Israel on Gaza strike

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

November 21, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-israel-jordan_21nov21,0,392104.story

Palestinian chief appeals to Israelis in ad

By Karin Laub | The Associated Press 

November 21, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sfl-flamideast1121sbnov21,0,3925629.story

World briefs: Ad by Abbas appeals to ordinary Israelis

Compiled from news dispatches 

November 21, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/ny-world5935993nov21,0,218267.story

Obama tells Abbas he's intent on Mideast peace

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

November 20, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-obama-abbas_greenbergnov20,0,5061691.story

World - Hebrew-language ads placed by Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas are scheduled appear in 

Israeli newspapers

Compiled from wire service reports by Robert Kilborn

from the November 20, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1120/p07s01-nbgn.htm

Palestinian leader appeals to Israelis in peace ad

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 20, 2008; 3:43 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112001949.html

Palestinians advertise peace plan in Israeli press

By Ari Rabinovitch, Reuters 

Thursday, November 20, 2008; 10:19 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112000524.html

Obama calls Palestinian leader, says peace vital

The Associated Press 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 5:53 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111900710.html

World & Nation Report The world in 60 seconds - Olmert to free 250 prisoners

November 18, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/services/newspaper/printedition/tuesday/orl-a3report18_508nov18,0,6838915.story

Israel to Set Free 250 Palestinian Prisoners

By Mark Lavie, Associated Press 

Tuesday, November 18, 2008; Page A22

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111702974.html

World Briefing | Middle East - Israel: 250 Palestinians to Be Released 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: November 17, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/18/world/middleeast/18briefs-250PALESTINI_BRF.html?scp=5&sq=Israel&st=cse

Officials: Israel to free 250 Palestinian inmates

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Monday, November 17, 2008; 2:16 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111700633.html

Olmert promises to free 250 Palestinian prisoners

By Adam Entous, Reuters

Monday, November 17, 2008; 12:11 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111701368.html

Israel says will release 250 Palestinian prisoners

Reuters 

Monday, November 17, 2008; 9:54 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111700754.html

===============================

(I.4) Hamas talks & truce (2)

===============================

Analysis: Hamas, Israel trying to rewrite truce 

By KARIN LAUB, Associated Press Writer

November 17, 2008 - 3:04 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Gaza_Gamble_Analysis.html

Analysis: Hamas, Israel trying to rewrite truce

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Monday, November 17, 2008; 3:04 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111700234.html

===================================

(I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (4)

===================================

Hezbollah TV says German ban on station is unjust, 'Zionist lobbies' behind decision

By Associated Press 

11:05 AM CST, November 22, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-hezbollah-germany,0,5930929.story

Hezbollah TV rejects German ban as unjust

The Associated Press 

Saturday, November 22, 2008; 12:05 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/22/AR2008112201072.html

Germany bans Hezbollah TV station Al-Manar, saying that it violates the country's constitution

By DAVID RISING | Associated Press Writer 

1:45 PM CST, November 21, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/sns-ap-eu-germany-hezbollah,0,409712.story

Germany bans Hezbollah television station Al-Manar

By DAVID RISING, The Associated Press 

Friday, November 21, 2008; 2:42 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/21/AR2008112101123.html

=======================

(I.2) Syria talks (6)

=======================

Israeli report urges peace progress with Syria

By Dan Williams, Reuters

Sunday, November 23, 2008; 7:11 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/23/AR2008112300538.html

Syrian Facility Looked Like Reactor, U.N. Says

By Joby Warrick, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Thursday, November 20, 2008; Page A16 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111902312.html

IAEA: Syrian site could have been nuclear reactor

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 3:27 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111900796.html

Syria site hit by Israel resembled atom plant: IAEA

By Mark Heinrich, Reuters

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 5:27 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111902651.html

Britain urges Syria to move on Middle East peace

By Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Reuters 

Tuesday, November 18, 2008; 8:00 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/18/AR2008111800964.html

Around the World: IAEA Questions Syria Evidence

From News Services

Tuesday, November 18, 2008; Page A24

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111703305.html

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (5)

===============================

Israel boycotts UN racism conference, claims bias 

By IAN DEITCH, Associated Press Writer

November 19, 2008 - 2:38 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_UN_Conference.html

Israel to boycott UN racism conference, claims gathering is biased

By IAN DEITCH | Associated Press Writer 

1:38 PM CST, November 19, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-un-conference,0,1999917.story

Israel boycotts UN racism conference, claims bias

By IAN DEITCH, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 2:38 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111902514.html

Israel says will boycott U.N. forum on racism

Writing by Jeffrey Heller; additional reporting by Patrick Worsnip at the United Nations; editing by David 

Wiessler; Reuters 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 1:22 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111902238.html

Obama seen helping put atom test ban pact in force

By Mark Heinrich, Reuters 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 7:54 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111900773.html

==============================

(II.10) Egyptian Actions (1)

==============================

Court in Egypt Annuls Deal With Israel on Gas Supply 

By MONA EL-NAGGAR

Published: November 18, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/19/world/middleeast/19egypt.html?_r=1&scp=4&sq=Israel&st=cse

=========================================

(II.7) New violent settler movement (7)

=========================================

Israel: Settlers to be evicted from Hebron house 

By KARIN LAUB, Associated Press Writer

November 22, 2008 - 1:29 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Settlers.html

Israel's deputy defense minister says settlers will be removed from disputed house in Hebron

By KARIN LAUB | Associated Press Writer 

12:29 PM CST, November 22, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-settlers,0,6009182.story

Israel: Settlers to be evicted from Hebron house

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Saturday, November 22, 2008; 1:29 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/22/AR2008112201102.html

Jewish settlers slur Islam's holy prophet in graffiti painted on West Bank mosque

By Associated Press 

5:45 AM CST, November 20, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-settler-standoff,0,3303802.story

Settlers spray inflammatory graffiti on mosque

The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 20, 2008; 6:45 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112000756.html

High in the Holy Land, a Biblical view of peace

By Douglas Hamilton, Reuters

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 5:22 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111900663.html

Worried West Bank settlers try wine and a bus tour

By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press

Monday, November 17, 2008; 3:05 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111701909.html

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (25)

==========================

Israelis and Palestinians duel across Gaza border

The Associated Press 

Saturday, November 22, 2008; 3:49 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/22/AR2008112201385.html

World - The Palestine Liberation Organization took the unprecedented step of placing full-page ads in four 

major Israeli newspapers

Compiled from wire service reports by Ross Atkin

from the November 21, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1121/p07s01-nbgn.htm

EDITORIAL: A too-harsh lesson

November 21, 2008 in print edition A-30

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/21/editorial_pages/ed-gaza21

Today’s News - Israel rebuffs U.N. plea to ease Gaza blockade

By Richard Boudreaux

November 21, 2008

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/21/news/fg-gaza21

Rocket hits Israeli city, Gaza still sealed

The Associated Press 

Friday, November 21, 2008; 12:21 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/21/AR2008112100436.html

Gaza groups want calm with Israel: Hamas leader

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters 

Friday, November 21, 2008; 1:21 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/21/AR2008112100915.html

Jordan warns Israel against military action

By Josef Federman | The Associated Press 

9:24 AM EST, November 20, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/bal-israel1120,0,4077811.story

Israeli leaders make secret journey to Jordan

By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 20, 2008; 8:15 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112000811.html

Gaza residents make wood fires, cook with car oil to get through electricity blackouts

By BEN HUBBARD and DIAA HADID | Associated Press Writers 

2:04 AM CST, November 20, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-gaza-notebook,0,910027.story

Gazans cook on wood fires because of power cuts

By BEN HUBBARD and DIAA HADID, The Associated Press

Thursday, November 20, 2008; 3:04 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112000210.html

Explosion kills Hamas man in Gaza

Reuters 

Thursday, November 20, 2008; 2:28 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112000188.html

Global media executives protest Gaza press ban

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 4:13 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111902921.html

Israel spurns UN plea to ease Gaza blockade

By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 4:27 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111900815.html

Israel Rebuffs U.N. Calls to Open Gaza Crossings

By Joseph Nasr, Reuters 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; 3:50 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/19/AR2008111900668.html

Around the World: GAZA STRIP - Israeli Tanks Enter South, Drawing Fire

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; Page A14 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/18/AR2008111803753.html

Foreign Reporters’ Group Fights Israeli Prohibition on Entering Gaza 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: November 18, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/19/world/middleeast/19gaza.html

Israeli Tanks Roll Into Gaza Strip 

Associated Press Article

NOVEMBER 18, 2008, 2:37 P.M. ET 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122703679716138203.html

Israeli tanks rumble into Gaza, raze farmlands

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press

Tuesday, November 18, 2008; 4:10 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/18/AR2008111800436.html

Israel renews blockade of Gaza crossings

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters

Tuesday, November 18, 2008; 9:12 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/18/AR2008111800184.html

Israel-Hamas cease-fire in peril as violence rises

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

November 17, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-israel-gaza_greenbergnov17,0,7989972.story

Israel kills 4 Palestinians in Gaza airstrike

From Chicago Tribune

November 17, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/la-fg-mideast17-2008nov17,0,5944087.story

Israel kills 4 Palestinians as rocket attacks resume

By Ibrahim Barzak | The Associated Press 

November 17, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sfl-flaisrael1117sbnov17,0,5490433.story

Israel kills 4 Palestinians in Gaza airstrike

November 17, 2008

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/17/news/fg-mideast17

Israel lets limited aid into Hamas-run Gaza Strip

By Abed Shana, Reuters 

Monday, November 17, 2008; 6:40 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111700627.html

===============================

(III.) PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (1)

===============================

Palestinian security gets a feminine touch

By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the November 21, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1121/p01s02-wogn.html

===========================================

(III.1) PALESTINIAN Internal Politics (3)

===========================================

Abbas to Hamas: Unity talks or early elections 

By DIAA HADID, Associated Press Writer

November 23, 2008 - 3:10 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Politics.html

Palestinian president threatens to call elections unless Hamas begins reconciliation talks

By DIAA HADID | Associated Press Writer 

2:10 PM CST, November 23, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-politics,0,6531192.story

Abbas to Hamas: Unity talks or early elections

By DIAA HADID, The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 23, 2008; 3:10 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/23/AR2008112300547.html

======================================

(IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (4)

======================================

Polls show Netanyahu's Likud increasing lead over Livni's Kadima; Barak's Labor foundering

By ARON HELLER | Associated Press Writer 

4:10 AM CST, November 20, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-politics,0,3191119.story

Polls show Israel's Likud party leading

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 20, 2008; 5:09 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112000598.html

New dovish faction is shaping up in Israel

By Amy Teibel | Associated Press 

November 17, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-dovish-israel-17-nov17,0,5753634.story

Around the World: New Dovish Faction in Israel

Monday, November 17, 2008; Page A15

From News Services

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/16/AR2008111602408.html

==============================

(IV.2) Culture in Israel (3)

==============================

The Making of Modern Hebrew: Two books on the revival of an ancient tongue.

Reviewed by Yehudah Mirsky

Sunday, November 23, 2008; BW11

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112003543.html

Israel jails eight Jewish neo-Nazis

Reuters 

Sunday, November 23, 2008; 12:09 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/23/AR2008112300841.html

Israelis and Palestinians find peace on the playground

By Claire Sibonney, Reuters

Monday, November 17, 2008; 8:37 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/17/AR2008111702837.html

=======================

(V.2) USA Culture (2)

=======================

Stiller, Rock say Israel's better than Hollywood 

Associated Press

November 23, 2008 - 2:29 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Movies/ML_Israel_People_Stiller_Rock.html

Stiller, Rock say Israel's better than Hollywood

The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 23, 2008; 2:29 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/23/AR2008112300822.html

==========================

(V.1) Foreign Policy (16)

==========================

Hillary Clinton prepares to relinquish independence for high-profile diplomatic post

By BETH FOUHY | Associated Press Writer 

5:47 PM CST, November 23, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-secretary-clinton,0,4441999.story

Some in Arab World Wary of Clinton

By Michael Abramowitz, Washington Post Staff Writer

Sunday, November 23, 2008; A03

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/22/AR2008112201999.html

Lame-duck US, Israeli leaders to meet a final time

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 23, 2008; 3:29 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/23/AR2008112300762.html

Olmert in U.S. to bid farewell to Bush

By Jeffrey Heller, Reuters 

Sunday, November 23, 2008; 10:15 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/23/AR2008112300536.html

Bush, Israeli prime minister to meet in Washington as both prepare to leave office

By ARON HELLER | Associated Press Writer 

2:12 AM CST, November 22, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-us,0,784504.story

Next year, the Mideast

By Tim Rutten

November 22, 2008 in print edition A-23

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/22/editorial_pages/oe-rutten22

Clinton Faces a Familiar List of Overseas Problems 

By JAY SOLOMON

NOVEMBER 22, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122729889963548689.html

Middle East Priorities For Jan. 21

By Brent Scowcroft and Zbigniew Brzezinski

Friday, November 21, 2008; Page A23 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112003008.html

Bush, Olmert to hold final meeting in office

Associated Press story

November 20, 2008 - 11:14 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/US_President_And_White_House_Advisers/Bush_Olmert.html

Anti-Obama Jews are still uneasy

Lurie ???

November 20, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/sfl-fljjpslurie1118jjbnnov20,0,4166896.story

Bush and Olmert, close allies and friends, to hold talks at White House 1 more time

By Associated Press 

10:14 AM CST, November 20, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-bush-olmert,0,3206947.story

Secretary of State Clinton? In Hillary, Obama would be launching a superstar diplomat.

By John Hughes

from the November 20, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1120/p09s02-coop.htm

How would Hillary Clinton do as top US diplomat?

By Alexandra Marks | Christian Science Monitor Staff writer

November 20, 2008 edition

http://features.csmonitor.com/politics/2008/11/20/how-would-hillary-clinton-do-as-top-us-diplomat/

Bush, Olmert to hold final meeting in office

The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 20, 2008; 11:14 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112001575.html

Bush, Olmert to meet Monday, review peace efforts

Reuters 

Thursday, November 20, 2008; 12:37 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112001786.html

One of These Senators Is Not Like the Others

By Dana Milbank

Wednesday, November 19, 2008; A03

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/18/AR2008111803153.html
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