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Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
 
1.  Total Articles for this Week:  99
All of the pertinent info on this week's articles (title, author, date, newspaper, link) can be found on the online version of this Action Alert, which you can find at -- http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20081116.doc

2.  Special Focus Articles for this Week:
 
Switzerland says Israel breaking international law 
By BRADLEY S. KLAPPER, Associated Press Writer
November 13, 2008 - 1:05 p.m. EST
This article was found in:
Atlanta Journal-Constitution - http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Switzerland_Israel.html
Boston Globe - http://www.boston.com/news/world/articles/2008/11/14/swiss_warn_israel_on_demolition_of_homes/
Chicago Tribune - http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-switzerland-israel,0,191394.story
Denver Post - none
Houston Chronicle - http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/6110453.html
Miami Herald - http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/769594.html
Philadelphia Inquirer - http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/34448484.html
San Francisco Chronicle - none
Seattle Post-Intelligencer - http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1103ap_eu_switzerland_israel.html
Washington Post -
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111301967.html

II.  THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
 
1.  Summaries of This Week's Articles & Activist Opportunities - 
(TOPIC I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (1 article) - Chilean parliament agrees to build monument to holocaust victims, while Arab delegates criticize Israel for its treatment of the Palestinian people.
(TOPIC I.9)  Quartet Roadmap to Peace (2 articles) - a recent meeting of the Quartet included greetings to Obama, and urging him to work toward Middle East peace right away when he takes office.  In meantime, Iran says the meeting points to the failure of the Annapolis peace effort by Bush.
(TOPIC I.8) Saudi Peace Plan (4 articles) - debate continues over the Saudi peace plan - with Israel's Peres praising the Saudi King's efforts, and the Saudis rejecting Israel's counter-offer.
(TOPIC I.7) Iran Input (1 article) - Speaking to Jewish-American leaders, Olmert repeated his urgent plea for the world to stop Iran from continuing to build a nuclear bomb.
(TOPIC I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks (8 articles) - Commitments are heard from all parties including Netanyahu to continue Annapolis peace effort, but all consider an agreement impossible by end of year or Bush's term.  Also, Olmert again asserts that Israel must give up the West Bank and assure a successful Palestinian State or the demographic situation will destroy the two state solution.
(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (6 articles) - IAEA inspectors find uranium traces at Syrian bombing site.  Syria claims this came from the Israeli bombs that destroyed it.
(TOPIC I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (10 articles) - As the holder of the Geneva Conventions, Switzerland declares Israel in violation due to its home demolition practices.  Saudi Arabia also sponsors a religious tolerance conference at the UN, which many see as ironic because of their lack of tolerance at home.
(TOPIC II.10) Egyptian Actions (4 articles) - to shore up its relations with Israel, Egypt continues to shoot infiltrators. But then Bedouin's retaliate and kidnap Egyptian police.
(TOPIC II.9) Home Demolitions in WB (3  articles repeated from other category) - As the holder of the Geneva Conventions, Switzerland declares Israel in violation due to its home demolition practices.
(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (31 articles) - escalating violence between Israel and Hamas is described tracing back to Israel attacking a Hamas tunnel being dug in Gaza which Israel claimed was going to be used to kidnap an Israeli soldier.  Resulting border closure is resulting in a humanitarian crisis. Israel subsequently has let in some fuel for power plant. Both sides claim they want to truce still.
(TOPIC II.3) settlement building & protests (2 articles) - one article describes WB settlers who want to leave but cannot for economic reasons, and the other describes the new mayor of Jerusalem restating his commitment to building more Jewish homes in East Jerusalem.
(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (16 articles) - most articles describe the election of a secular Mayor for Jerusalem, who is into expanding settlements around Jerusalem, otherwise Olmert's change to dove is described and one article laments Israel & Jewish obsession with the holocaust. One article documented ironic parallels between Netanyahu's campaign and Obama's - besides the webpage, he also claims to have new ideas for the conflict with Palestine - focusing on economic prosperity for Palestinians instead of negotiations.
(TOPIC IV.1) Nuclear Arsenal (1 article) - US resists IAEA helping Syria with its plans to build nuclear power plant, but other countries not so resistant.
(TOPIC V.4) USA Aid to Israel/Israel Lobby in USA (1 article) - US Senators press Pentagon to ok F-22 to Israel for economic reasons for the program and their states.
(TOPIC V.2) USA Culture (1 article) - Israeli TV program that pokes fun at the conflict is premiering in USA.
(TOPIC V.1) Foreign Policy (11 articles) - mixed expectations about Obama/Biden/Clinton team. Emanuel aide apologizes for father's racist comment against Arabs, and British PM hopes for non-protectionist policies from US.

2.  Special Focus Articles -
Switzerland says Israel breaking international law 
By BRADLEY S. KLAPPER, Associated Press Writer
November 13, 2008 - 1:05 p.m. EST

This week's focus article fulfills an ideal - an article centered on the international legal ramifications of Israel's actions, on both home demolitions and on the status of Jerusalem.  Also, ICAHD is also paraphrased.

Improvements - (1) some historical background; (2) response to Israel's defense of its actions.

We should send support and suggestions to the author, the newspapers that published the article for the public, and the Associated Press that did the original publication and distribution.  Don't forget the Zionist groups are most likely  responding negatively in huge numbers.

The full article is reprinted below for your inspection, as well as some background articles from past weeks on the home demolitions themselves.  Contact info on the author, newspaper and AP can be found below in this Action Alert.
 


III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
1.  ALL O F THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES 
Reporters & Editors -

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS - all AP staff can be contact through - info@ap.com
Albert Aji, Ibrahim Barzak, Robert Burns, Matti Friedman, Anne Gearan, Steven Gutkin, Diaa Hadid, Aron Heller, Ben Hubbard,  George Jahn, Karel Janicek, Anna Johnson, Bradley S. Klapper,  Mark Lavie, Edith M. Lederer, Matthew Lee, Nedra Pickler, David Stringer, Ashraf Sweilam, Amy Teibel, Steve Weizman

REUTERS - all Reuters staff can be contacted through the Comment Info Form found at --
 http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
Louis Charbonneau, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Samia Nakhoul, Joseph Nasr, Claudia Parsons, Abed Shana, Jim Wolf, Patrick Worsnip

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTERS & EDITORS -

Rushdi Abu Alouf | Chicago Tribune
Donald H. Argue (CSM)
Richard Boudreaux | Chicago Tribune
ETHAN BRONNER (NY Times)
Avraham Burg  (LA Times)
NOAM COHEN (NY Times)
HELENE COOPER (NY Times)
TAGHREED EL-KHODARY (NY Times)
Jeffrey Fleishman (LA Times)
Linda Gradstein, Special to The Washington Post
Joel Greenberg | Chicago Tribune
Isabel Kershner (NY Times)
Ashraf Khalil (LA Times)
Jane Lampman | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor
Leonard A. Leo (CSM)
Colum Lynch, Washington Post Staff Writer
NEIL MacFARQUHAR (NY TIMES)
Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor
Emily Yahr (WPost)
 

Newspapers -
(Contact information given below)

Regional Newspapers:  5

Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Chicago Tribune
Los Angeles Times
New York Times
Washington Post

Additional Newspapers scanned for Special Focus Article:  7

Boston Globe
Denver Post
Houston Chronicle
Miami Herald
Philadelphia Inquirer
San Francisco Chronicle
Seattle Post-Intelligencer

National Newspapers:  2

Christian Science Monitor
Wall Street Journal


Newspaper Contact Information -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
Pertaining to the focus article -
This week's focus article is centered on the illegality of Israel's home demolitions according to international law, specifically the Geneva Conventions Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949).  Here is the specific article in those Conventions :
Article 53. Any destruction by the Occupying Power of real or personal property belonging individually or collectively to private persons, or to the State, or to other public authorities, or to social or cooperative organizations, is prohibited, except where such destruction is rendered absolutely necessary by military operations. 

It is important to note that extensive resources on the topics discussed here are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org

1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at:http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is:http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 - http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights - http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) - http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:  http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:  http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva Conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS

1.  Basic Principles

There are five major ideas or areas of discussion to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).


(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 
 
VI.  FULL TEXT OF SPECIAL FOCUS ARTICLES
Below is the full text of our Special Focus Article, and some back-up articles from past weeks. 


*********************************************************************
Switzerland says Israel breaking international law
By BRADLEY S. KLAPPER, The Associated Press 
Thursday, November 13, 2008; 1:05 PM
Atlanta Journal-Constitution - http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Switzerland_Israel.html
Chicago Tribune - http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-switzerland-israel,0,191394.story
Washington Post - http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111301967.html

GENEVA -- Switzerland accused Israel on Thursday of wantonly destroying Palestinian homes in east Jerusalem and near Ramallah in violation of the Geneva Conventions' rules on military occupation. 
The Swiss Foreign Ministry demanded that Israel immediately halt the demolitions, which Israel has said are aimed at removing illegally constructed shacks. 
An Israeli Embassy spokeswoman in the Swiss capital of Bern said the decision to remove the structures was "not an arbitrary decision," but was sanctioned by law. 
"This demolition of houses was done under a court order," embassy spokeswoman Shlomit Sufa said Thursday. 

Switzerland _ as the guardian of the Geneva Conventions _ can call meetings of the treaty's signatories if it finds problems with its implementation, but does not have any special powers to enforce the document. 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Lars Knuchel said the demolitions violated the 1949 Geneva Conventions, regarded as the cornerstone of international law on the obligations of warring and occupying powers. The Fourth Convention states that occupying powers must respect the property of civilian populations under their control.
Switzerland said it lodged a formal protest with the Israeli Foreign Ministry over recent demolitions, which now bring the tally to more than 600 destroyed homes in east Jerusalem and 1,600 altogether in the West Bank since 2000. 
The Swiss statement, using unusually harsh language, said the neutral country "regards the recent incidents as violations of international humanitarian law" and notes "no military need to justify the destruction of these houses." 
The Swiss statement called east Jerusalem an "integral part of the occupied Palestinian territory" _ a phrase that could anger hardline Jewish groups that believe Israel should maintain control over the entire city. Israel captured east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, but Palestinians claim the territory as the capital of their hoped-for state. 
Sufa said the Israeli government "regrets" that phrasing in the Swiss statement, noting the status of east Jerusalem and other territories is still subject to a final peace agreement between Israel and the Palestinian authorities.
The Jerusalem-based Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions said that so far this year dozens of Palestinian homes have been pulled down in east Jerusalem, and activists say the city has issued orders against 90 more homes.

====================================================
 

UN envoy to Israel: Halt house demolitions
The Associated Press 
Saturday, November 1, 2008; 9:06 PM


Atlanta Journal-Constitution - http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_House_Demolitions.html
Chicago Tribune - http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-house-demolitions,0,1060655.story
Washington Post - http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/01/AR2008110102185.html
 


JERUSALEM — The U.N.'s Mideast envoy said Saturday he was "alarmed" by Israel's decision to resume house demolitions in the West Bank.

 

Earlier this week, Israel knocked down dozens of shacks in two West Bank villages, leaving dozens of Palestinians homeless.

 

U.N. envoy Robert Serry said Israel agreed in April to halt the demolitions and he urged it to reinstate the moratorium.

 

Israel's actions "send a discouraging signal" about Israeli support for efforts to improve living conditions in the West Bank and to build Palestinian backing for peacemaking, Serry added in a statement.

 

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor said at least some of the houses were built illegally on public land.

 

"The fact that the U.N. continues to ignore the specific circumstances of each case and prefers to express generalized criticism makes these statements very unhelpful," Palmor said.

 

====================================================

 

Israel demolishes dozens of West Bank shacks

By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 
Thursday, October 30, 2008; 1:33 PM
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/30/AR2008103002625.html
 


SLIDESHOW  Previous        Next     
Palestinian Bedouins ride their donkeys by the rubble of their house after it was destroyed by the Israeli army in the area of Mughayir al-Deir near the West Bank Jewish settlement of Ma'ale Mikhmas, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2008. dozens of Palestinian Bedouin were left homeless this week after the Israeli army knocked down their shacks, the U.N. said. U.N. official James Weatherill said demolitions had eased up in recent months, but resumed on Wednesday and Thursday.(AP Photo/Muhammed Muheisen) (Muhammed Muheisen - AP) 
 
An Israeli police officer is seen by the belongings of a Bedouin family after their houses were destroyed by the Israeli army in the area of Mughayir al-Deir near the West Bank Jewish settlement of Ma'ale Mikhmas, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2008. dozens of Palestinian Bedouin were left homeless this week after the Israeli army knocked down their shacks, the U.N. said. U.N. official James Weatherill said demolitions had eased up in recent months, but resumed on Wednesday and Thursday.(AP Photo/Muhammed Muheisen) (Muhammed Muheisen - AP) 
 
Palestinian Bedouin children stand in the rubble of a house after it was destroyed by the Israeli army in the area of Mughayir al-Deir near the West Bank Jewish settlement of Ma'ale Mikhmas, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2008. dozens of Palestinian Bedouin were left homeless this week after the Israeli army knocked down their shacks, the U.N. said. U.N. official James Weatherill said demolitions had eased up in recent months, but resumed on Wednesday and Thursday.(AP Photo/Muhammed Muheisen) (Muhammed Muheisen - AP) 
 
A Palestinian beduin child is seen by the rubble of a house after it was destroyed by the Israeli army in the area of Mughayir al-Deir near the West Bank Jewish settlement of Ma'ale Mikhmas, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2008. Dozens of Palestinian Bedouin were left homeless this week after the Israeli army knocked down their shacks, a U.N. said. U.N. official James Weatherill said demolitions had eased up in recent months, but resumed on Wednesday and Thursday.(AP Photo/Muhammed Muheisen) (Muhammed Muheisen - AP) 
 
A Palestinian Bedouin shepherd herds goats after her family's house was destroyed by the Israeli army in the area of Mughayir al-Deir near the West Bank Jewish settlement of Ma'ale Mikhmas, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2008. dozens of Palestinian Bedouin were left homeless this week after the Israeli army knocked down their shacks, the U.N. said. U.N. official James Weatherill said demolitions had eased up in recent months, but resumed on Wednesday and Thursday.(AP Photo/Muhammed Muheisen) (Muhammed Muheisen - AP) 

 


MUGHAYIR EL DIR, West Bank -- The Israeli army knocked down shacks in a West Bank village for the second straight day Thursday, leaving dozens of Palestinian Bedouin homeless, a United Nations official said. 

 

Israeli military spokesman Zidki Maman said the structures razed were built in a closed military zone without permits and the villagers were warned in advance. 

 

Forty-five people lost their homes Wednesday in a village near the West Bank city of Hebron, said James Weatherill, Humanitarian Affairs Officer at the U.N.'s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. Thursday's operation in the village of Mughayir el Dir, 8 miles northeast of Jerusalem, destroyed 25 homes and left dozens more homeless. 

 

The two days of demolitions came after a lull in recent months, said Weatherill. 

 

The villages affected are in the nearly two-thirds of the West Bank that are under full Israeli control, pending a peace deal with the Palestinians. 

 

Alon Cohen-Lifshitz, an architect who is active in Israeli group Bimkom which advocates equal planning rights for Palestinians, said Israel's policies in the area limit Palestinian growth. Most villages lack Israeli approval for their development plans and even residents of the handful of villages with approved plans find it hard to get building permits, he said, adding that since 2000, only about 90 permits had been granted. 

 

A May U.N. report said that since 2000, Israel had issued demolition orders against around 5,000 Palestinian-owned structures in the Israeli-controlled zone, knocked down more than 1,600 of them and rejected 94 percent of Palestinian building requests. 

 


About 350 Bedouin live in Mughayir el Dir, a village of scattered tin-and-wood shacks on a rocky hillside. In September, the army told eight families living in the lower part of the village to leave their homes, Weatherill said. 

 

The villagers appealed the orders and a court decision was expected on November 1, Weatherill said. But a bulldozer, escorted by two army jeeps, knocked down about three dozen shacks and animal sheds Thursday. 

 

"Because they filed this appeal, they thought they were good for now," Weatherill said. "So the fact that (the military) showed up today to do the demolition is surprising and troubling," Weatherill said. 

 

After the bulldozer left, Sami Khamis Zaydat looked over the tangled tin and wood of the four buildings which had been home for him and 13 family members. 

 

He said villagers had lived on the spot for 50 years and he had no idea where they would go now, as winter sets in. 

 

"Israel doesn't want us to have a place to sleep," said Zaydat, 26. "It could rain later, and we'll end up sleeping here on the dirt." 
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VIII.  DETAILS FOR ALL OF THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES

============================

(I.) THE PEACE PROCESS (1)

============================

Chile to erect Holocaust monument despite criticism of Israel's treatment of Palestinians

By Associated Press 

12:38 PM CST, November 14, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-lt-chile-holocaust,0,2282808.story

=====================================

(I.9)  Quartet Roadmap to Peace (2)

=====================================

Obama urged to make Mideast peace top priority: Ban

Reuters 

Tuesday, November 11, 2008; 2:34 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111101655.html

Iran: Talks show US-backed peace process' failure

The Associated Press 

Monday, November 10, 2008; 4:40 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111000383.html

==================================

(I.8) Saudi Peace Plan (4)

==================================

World Briefing | Middle East: Saudis Cool to Israeli Overture 

By NEIL MacFARQUHAR

November 14,2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/14/world/middleeast/14briefs-SAUDISCOOLTO_BRF.html?scp=29&sq=Israel&s

t=nyt

Israel's president praises Saudi king 

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Associated Press Writer

November 12, 2008 - 7:44 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_Interfaith_Conference.html

Israel's president praises Saudi king

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, November 12, 2008; 7:44 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/12/AR2008111201817.html

Israel lauds Saudi peace plan before King Abdullah

By Louis Charbonneau, Reuters 

Wednesday, November 12, 2008; 5:10 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/12/AR2008111201734.html

======================

(I.7) Iran Input (1)

======================

Olmert calls for world to stop Iran nuclear bomb

The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 16, 2008; 9:28 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/16/AR2008111602022.html

=============================

(I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks (8)

=============================

Abbas to meet Olmert next week

Reuters 

Saturday, November 15, 2008; 4:19 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/15/AR2008111500497.html

Israel not counting on Obama in peace talks: Livni

By Claudia Parsons, Reuters

Thursday, November 13, 2008; 12:00 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111301695.html

WORLD IN BRIEF: Netanyahu: Talks would ‘go forward’

From News Services

Tuesday, November 11, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/11/11/world.html

Secretary Rice fights peace-process inertia

Sunday's meeting in Egypt was probably the Bush administration's last effort to get a 

Israeli-Palestinian  peace deal.

By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor

from the November 10, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1110/p06s02-wome.htm

Uncertainty over future of Israel-Palestinian talks

Rice makes another trip to the region and acknowledges that the Bush administration won’t be able to 

get the peace deal it had hoped for. 

By Ashraf Khalil

November 10, 2008 in print edition A-3 

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/10/news/fg-mideast10

Mideast Negotiators Vow Talks Will Go On - Transitions in Israel, U.S. Spur Concerns

By Matthew Lee and Amy Teibel, Associated Press 

Monday, November 10, 2008; Page A11 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/09/AR2008110902533.html

Israel's Netanyahu softens line on peace talks

By STEVE WEIZMAN, The Associated Press 

Monday, November 10, 2008; 11:22 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111000512.html

Olmert says time running out for two-state solution

Reuters 

Monday, November 10, 2008; 1:23 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111000869.html

=======================

(I.2) Syria talks (6)

=======================

Syria suggests Israeli bombs may be source of uranium traces at suspected nuclear site

By ALBERT AJI | Associated Press Writer 

9:00 AM CST, November 12, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-syria-nuclear,0,3755594.story

WORLD IN BRIEF: Uranium found at site Israel bombed

From News Services

Tuesday, November 11, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/11/11/world.html

IAEA taking Syria nuclear allegations seriously

By KAREL JANICEK, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, November 11, 2008; 10:54 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111100911.html

Around the World: Uranium Traces Alleged in Syria

From News Services  

Tuesday, November 11, 2008; Page A13 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111002811.html

Uranium Traces Found in Samples From Bombed Syrian Site 

Associated Press

NOVEMBER 10, 2008, 4:48 P.M. ET

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122634961105814869.html

Diplomats: Uranium found at suspect Syrian site

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 

Monday, November 10, 2008; 4:46 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111001923.html

===============================

(I.1) UN & Internat'l Law (10)

===============================

UN conference rejects use of religion to justify terrorism and killing innocent civilians

By EDITH M. LEDERER | Associated Press Writer 

8:06 PM CST, November 13, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-interfaith-conference,0,4463902.story

The Saudis' dubious interfaith agenda at the UN

The country's lack of religious freedom betrays its lofty rhetoric. The real aim of its 'dialogue' 

is to promote a global blasphemy law. 

By Donald H. Argue and Leonard A. Leo

from the November 13, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1113/p09s02-coop.html

Switzerland says Israel breaking international law 

By BRADLEY S. KLAPPER, Associated Press Writer

November 13, 2008 - 1:05 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Switzerland_Israel.html

Switzerland says Israel breaking international law in its destruction of Palestinian homes

By BRADLEY S. KLAPPER | Associated Press Writer 

12:05 PM CST, November 13, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-switzerland-israel,0,191394.story

Switzerland says Israel breaking international law

By BRADLEY S. KLAPPER, The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 13, 2008; 1:05 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111301967.html

U.N. Faith Forum Denounces Intolerance, Extremism

By Colum Lynch, Washington Post Staff Writer

Thursday, November 13, 2008; Page A18 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/12/AR2008111202670.html

Iran accuses Israel of abusing U.N. interfaith meeting

By Patrick Worsnip, Reuters 

Thursday, November 13, 2008; 7:40 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111303377.html

Bush, other leaders to promote interfaith dialogue at UN

The gathering follows a successful Muslim-Catholic forum at the Vatican.

By Jane Lampman | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the November 12, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1112/p02s02-usgn.html

Saudi king promotes tolerance at U.N. forum

By Samia Nakhoul, Reuters

Wednesday, November 12, 2008; 3:15 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/12/AR2008111201920.html

Arab, Israeli leaders to attend rare dinner

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, November 11, 2008; 10:52 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111102011.html

==============================

(II.10) Egyptian Actions (4)

==============================

Rights group calls on Egypt to stop shooting at migrants who try to sneak into Israel

By ANNA JOHNSON | Associated Press Writer 

2:02 PM CST, November 12, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-egypt-dangerous-border,0,1099713.story

Rights group: Egypt must stop shooting at migrants

By ANNA JOHNSON, The Associated Press

Wednesday, November 12, 2008; 3:02 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/12/AR2008111201883.html

Around the World: EGYPT - Border Police Seized

From News Services

Wednesday, November 12, 2008; A13

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111102864.html

3 Bedouin killed near Egypt-Israel border

By ASHRAF SWEILAM, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, November 11, 2008; 1:56 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111100613.html

=========================================

(TOPIC II.9) Home Demolitions in WB (3 repeated from other category)

=========================================

Switzerland says Israel breaking international law 

By BRADLEY S. KLAPPER, Associated Press Writer

November 13, 2008 - 1:05 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/EU_Switzerland_Israel.html

Switzerland says Israel breaking international law in its destruction of Palestinian homes

By BRADLEY S. KLAPPER | Associated Press Writer 

12:05 PM CST, November 13, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-switzerland-israel,0,191394.story

Switzerland says Israel breaking international law

By BRADLEY S. KLAPPER, The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 13, 2008; 1:05 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111301967.html

==========================

(II.4) Gaza blockade (31)

==========================

Israel kills 4 Palestinians in Gaza airstrike

Israel says it targeted militants preparing to fire a rocket amid fighting that threatens to unravel 

a 5-month-old cease-fire. Later, a rocket from Gaza lands near a home in southern Israel.

from Chicago Tribune

November 17, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-mideast17-2008nov17,0,2625054.story

Israel-Hamas cease-fire in peril as violence rises

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

10:19 PM CST, November 16, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-israel-gaza_greenbergnov17,0,7989972.story

GAZA - Closing of border halts UN food aid

Chicago Tribune

November 16, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-world_leadbrief16_finalnov16,0,6628802.story

Israel Launches Airstrikes in Gaza 

Associated Press

NOVEMBER 16, 2008

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122682199524831423.html

Israeli airstrike kills 4 Gaza militants

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press

Sunday, November 16, 2008; 5:23 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/16/AR2008111600133.html

Israeli air strike kills 4 militants in Gaza

By Abed Shana, Reuters

Sunday, November 16, 2008; 3:10 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/16/AR2008111600424.html

Israeli air strike kills 4 militants in Gaza

Reuters 

Sunday, November 16, 2008; 2:56 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/15/AR2008111500675.html

Israel refrains from responding to Gaza rocket fire

Leaders on both sides hope to keep a fragile cease-fire alive, but continuing attacks by militants 

could end it.

Associated Press

November 15, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-gaza15-2008nov15,0,6784805.story

Hamas Fires Rockets Into Israel 

By ETHAN BRONNER and TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

November 15, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/15/world/middleeast/15gaza.html

As Israel-Hamas Clashes Continue, Gazans Face Crisis

Closed Border Halts Food Aid From U.N.

By Linda Gradstein, Special to The Washington Post

Saturday, November 15, 2008; A13

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/14/AR2008111401112.html

Gaza fades to black in Israel's fuel blockade

By Richard Boudreaux and Rushdi Abu Alouf | Tribune Newspapers 

November 14, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-gaza_14nov14,0,5079966.story

Israel blockade leaves much of Gaza City without power

A fuel shortage shuts down the electricity plant. Relief supplies also are blocked from entering the 

Gaza Strip, leaving a U.N. agency without food for the Palestinian territory's many needy families.

By Richard Boudreaux and Rushdi abu Alouf

November 14, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-gaza14-2008nov14,0,5998371.story?track=ntothtml

Rockets from Gaza strike deep into Israel

By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press

Friday, November 14, 2008; 2:38 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/14/AR2008111400189.html

Israel military: Missiles target militant target

The Associated Press 

Friday, November 14, 2008; 1:45 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111301204.html

Hamas fires long-range rockets at Israel

By Abed Shana, Reuters

Friday, November 14, 2008; 1:00 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/14/AR2008111400418.html

Israel wounds two Gaza gunmen after rockets fired

Reuters 

Friday, November 14, 2008; 2:00 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/14/AR2008111400146.html

AROUND THE WORLD: GAZA STRIP - U.N. Supplies Dry Up

From News Services and Staff Reports

Friday, November 14, 2008; Page A15

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111304359.html

UN: Israel's border closures halting Gaza food aid 

By BEN HUBBARD , Associated Press Writer

November 13, 2008 - 10:53 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Palestinians_Gaza_Blockade.html

UN: Israel's border closures halting Gaza food aid, hamper other programs

By BEN HUBBARD | Associated Press Writer 

9:53 AM CST, November 13, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-gaza-blockade,0,4392593.story

Israel-Gaza border clash kills 4 Palestinians

The fighting, the second incident there in about a week, heightens concern that a truce between 

Israel and the Islamic militant group Hamas will collapse.

By Rushdi Abu Alouf and Richard Boudreaux

November 13, 2008 

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/13/news/fg-gaza13

UN: Israel's border closures halting Gaza food aid

By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press

Thursday, November 13, 2008; 10:53 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111300730.html

New barrage of rockets further tests shaky truce

The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 13, 2008; 1:20 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/12/AR2008111200600.html

U.N. agency says runs out of Gaza food supplies

Reuters 

Thursday, November 13, 2008; 3:13 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111300810.html

4 Gaza militants dead in clash with Israeli troops

The Associated Press

1:42 PM PST, November 12, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/la-fg-israel13-2008nov13,0,4019548,print.story

Deadly Gaza Border Clash Threatens Truce 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: November 12, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/13/world/middleeast/13gaza.html

Israel resumes Gaza fuel shipments 

By DIAA HADID, Associated Press Writer

November 11, 2008 - 12:51 p.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Gaza.html

Israel resumes Gaza fuel shipments

By DIAA HADID, The Associated Press

Tuesday, November 11, 2008; 12:51 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111100599.html

Israel renews fuel deliveries to Gaza

Reuters

Tuesday, November 11, 2008; 12:23 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111100398.html

Around the World: GAZA STRIP - Israel Ends Fuel Cutoff

From News Services

Tuesday, November 11, 2008; Page A13

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111002811.html

Israel resuming fuel shipments to Gaza

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press 

Monday, November 10, 2008; 3:49 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111001389.html

Fuel shortage forces Gaza blackout: power station

Reuters 

Monday, November 10, 2008; 12:42 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111001242.html

===========================================

(II.3) settlement building & protests (2)

===========================================

Settlers Who Long to Leave the West Bank 

By ETHAN BRONNER

November 14, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/14/world/middleeast/14settlers.html?scp=28&sq=Israel&st=nyt

Around the World:  Jerusalem Mayor Backs Home Building

From News Services

Thursday, November 13, 2008; Page A16

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/12/AR2008111203205.html

======================================

(IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (16)

======================================

Opinion: Holocaust's unholy hold

The deeper we are stuck in our Auschwitz past, the more difficult it becomes to be free of it.

By Avraham Burg 

November 16, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-burg16-2008nov16,0,4227786.story

New dovish faction shaping up in Israel 

By AMY TEIBEL, Associated Press Writer

November 16, 2008 - 11:58 a.m. EST

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Canada/ML_Israel_Politics.html

New dovish faction is shaping up in Israel

By Amy Teibel | Associated Press 

November 16, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-dovish-israel-17-nov17,0,5753634.story

New dovish faction shaping up in Israel

By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 16, 2008; 11:58 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/16/AR2008111600828.html

Israeli Candidate Borrows a (Web) Page From Obama 

By ETHAN BRONNER and NOAM COHEN

November 15, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/15/world/middleeast/15bibi.html?scp=27&sq=Israel&st=nyt

Voters in Jerusalem choose secular over ultra-Orthodox 

Five years of ultra-Orthodox leadership ends as Nir Barkat defeats Rabbi Meir Porush.

By Richard Boudreaux

November 12, 2008 in print edition A-4 

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/11/12/news/fg-jerusalem12

Secular candidate defeats ultra-Orthodox Jewish leader in Jerusalem mayor race

By MATTI FRIEDMAN | Associated Press Writer 

2:39 AM CST, November 12, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-elections,0,427038.story

Olmert's change from hawk to dove seems complete

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press

Wednesday, November 12, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-olmert-unplugged,0,682368.story

Secular candidate wins Jerusalem mayor race

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, November 12, 2008; 3:39 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/12/AR2008111200254.html

Olmert's change from hawk to dove seems complete

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press

Wednesday, November 12, 2008; 2:44 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/12/AR2008111200157.html

Secular candidate wins Jerusalem mayoral race

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, November 12, 2008; 2:33 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111100774.html

Secular Jew wins Israel's mayoral vote in Jerusalem

By Joseph Nasr, Reuters 

Wednesday, November 12, 2008; 8:35 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/12/AR2008111200185.html

Around the World: ISRAEL - Jerusalem Mayor's Race Goes to Secular Aspirant

From News Services

Wednesday, November 12, 2008; A13

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111102864.html

LETTER FROM JERUSALEM: Contest for mayor is a party all its own

By Joel Greenberg, Tribune correspondent

November 11, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-mayor_greenbergnov11,0,1513607.story

Secular Defeats Ultra-Orthodox in Jerusalem 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: November 11, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/12/world/middleeast/12jerusalem.html

Jerusalem mayoral race highlights religious rifts

By Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Reuters

Monday, November 10, 2008; 4:07 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111000360.html

============================

(IV.1) Nuclear Arsenal (1)

============================

Diplomats: West opposed to IAEA nuke aid to Syria

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 

Friday, November 14, 2008; 12:42 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/14/AR2008111401209.html

================================================

(V.4) USA Aid to Israel/Israel Lobby in USA (1)

================================================

Senators press Pentagon on Lockheed F-22 fighter

By Jim Wolf, Reuters 

Tuesday, November 11, 2008; 2:54 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111101713.html

=======================

(V.2) USA Culture (1)

=======================

Highlights

Promoted as the "All in the Family" of Israel, the comedy series "Arab Labor" (Link TV at 10) makes 

its U.S. debut by poking fun at taboo Israeli-Palestinian tensions.

by Emily Yahr

Saturday, November 15, 2008; C06

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/14/AR2008111403210.html

==========================

(V.1) Foreign Policy (11)

==========================

Analysis: Election of Barack Obama gives new meaning to question 'is he good for the Jews?'

By STEVEN GUTKIN, Associated Press Writer

12:06 PM CST, November 16, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-obama-and-israel-analysis,0,6999062.story

ISLAM IN A NEW WORLD: Obama could change dynamics in the Arab world

Conservative Muslims may find it harder to rally opposition to a U.S. led by a multicultural, 

charismatic president. He could also inspire an Internet-based revolt.

By Jeffrey Fleishman

November 16, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-essay16-2008nov16,0,3750642.story

Palestinian expectations for Obama are mixed

By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 16, 2008; 1:47 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/16/AR2008111600898.html

Welcome mat out for Biden - VP-elect tours new home, but isn't looking for advice

By Nedra Pickler | Associated Press 

November 14, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-vp-bidennov14,0,3273627.story

Clinton could be mixed blessing as No. 1 diplomat

By ANNE GEARAN and ROBERT BURNS, The Associated Press 

Friday, November 14, 2008; 5:14 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/14/AR2008111402632.html

Diplomatic Memo: A World of Advice for Obama on Foreign Policy 

By HELENE COOPER

Published: November 13, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/14/washington/14policy.html?scp=30&sq=Israel&st=nyt

Obama chief of staff apologizes for father's remarks after Arab group complains

By Associated Press 

5:12 PM CST, November 13, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-emanuel-apology,0,994957.story

Obama top aide apologizes to Arabs

The Associated Press 

Thursday, November 13, 2008; 6:12 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111303351.html

Top Obama aide apologizes for father's remarks

Reuters 

Thursday, November 13, 2008; 6:32 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/13/AR2008111303424.html

British PM calls on US to reject protectionism

By DAVID STRINGER, The Associated Press 

Monday, November 10, 2008; 5:21 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111002231.html

U.S. judge dismisses case over Egypt hotel bombing

Reuters 

Monday, November 10, 2008; 6:43 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/10/AR2008111002466.html

=====================================
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