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Greetings Everyone:


 
I.  INTRODUCTION
Don't forget - you can view all the pertinent information on this week's article selection at the end of the online version of this Action Alert, found on our website at --

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20081102.doc

1.  Total Articles for this Week:  75
 
2.  Special Focus Articles for this Week: none
 
 
II.  THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES
Don't forget - you can view all the pertinent information on this week's article selection at the end of the online version of this Action Alert, found on our website at --
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20081102.doc

1.  Summaries of This Week's Articles & Activist Opportunities
 
2.  Special Focus Articles - none
 
 
III.  CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
 
Reporters & Editors -

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS - all AP staff can be contact through - info@ap.com
Albert Aji, Matthew Barakat, Ibrahim Barzak, Laurie Copans, Hussein Dakroub, Philip Elliott, Josef Federman, Beth Fouhy, Matti Friedman, Aron Heller, Ben Hubbard, Karin Laub, Barry Schweid, Steve Weizman

REUTERS - all Reuters staff can be contacted through the Comment Info Form found at --
  http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
Wael al-Ahmed, Nidal al-Mughrabi, Yara Bayoumy, Caren Bohan, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Arshad Mohammed, Dan Williams

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTERS & EDITORS -
Jonathan Adams (CSmonitor?) - 
Mary Ann Akers (WPost?) - 
Mike Boehm (LA Times?) - 
Ethan Bronner (NY Times) - 
Deepak Chopra - 
Borzou Daragahi, Los Angeles Times - 
Alan M. Dershowitz (Harvard Law) - 
Steven Erlanger (NY Times?) - 
Linda Feldmann | Staff writer Christian Science Monitor - 
Linda Gradstein, Special to The Washington Post - 
Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent - 
Paul Kane (WPost?) - 
Isabel Kershner (NY Times) - 
Glenn Kessler (WPost?) - 
Ellen Knickmeyer, Washington Post staff writers - 
Howard Kurtz, Washington Post Staff Writer - 
Chris Megerian, Cox News Service - 
Robin Pogrebin (NY Times?) - 
Richard Perez-Pena (NY Times?) - 
Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor - 
James Rainey (LA Times?) - 
Michael D. Shear, Washington Post Staff Writer - 
Mark Silva | Washington Bureau - 
Cam Simpson (WSJ?) - 
Samuel Sockol, Special to The Washington Post - 
Jay Solomon (WSJ?) - 
James Taranto (WSJ?) - 
Ann Scott Tyson, Washington Post staff writers - 
Joby Warrick, Washington Post Staff Writer - 
 


Newspapers -

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com         Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com
 
(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com

(12)  Wall Street Journal Letters-to-the-Editor -- wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
        News Desk Editors -- newseditors@wsj.com

(13)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
        Foreign Desk Editor -- foreign@washpost.com
 

IV.  SOURCES & REFERENCES FOR DISCUSSION POINTS
 
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time - www.palmediaproject.org

1.  Miscellaneous Principles
 
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of additional demographic studies for the area.

A major source of up-to-date demographic information for the region can be found on the website of the US Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook and the website of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  The CIA website gives you the demographic statistics for the occupied territories and Israel.  Total them up and you see that currently Jews in the region are slightly more numerous than the total of other groups.  But when you then figure in the birthrates you see that within about 20 years the Arab population will pass that of the Jewish population.  In addition, when you add in the demographics gathered from the UNRWA website for registered Palestinian refugees in refugee camps surrounding Mandate Palestine, then you see that the Arab population far surpasses the Jewish population in the present.  And it is important to remember that the UNRWA stats are only for registered refugees.  There are actually many more refugees beyond this as well that are not registered with UNRWA.   The rationale for including these refugees in the demographic calculations for the region is that these refugees have a total right to return to their ancestral homelands, and are being illegally denied that right against their will - and therefore we include them because we can rightfully assume that their right to live in their own ancestral homelands will soon be honored, and must be honored as per international law.
 
The website for the CIA World Factbook is: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

 The page listing Gaza demographic stats is: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html

 The page listing Israeli demographic stats is: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html

 The page listing West Bank demographic stats is: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html

 The website for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) can be found at: http://www.un.org/unrwa/

 The page listing demographic stats for the registered Palestinian refugees is: http://www.un.org/unrwa/publications/index.html


2.  International Law

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -

- Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations mostly in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel - http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights – http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel  - (English)http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project - http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

- Our website also has extensive references on this subject - www.palmediaproject.org
 
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at: http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm

You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

- NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

 
V.  DISCUSSION POINTS
 
1.  Basic Principles

There are five major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, (4) International Law Legal Perspective, and (5) Ethical/Philosophical Implications.

(1) PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
(2) HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


(3) LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


(4) INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - ttp://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htmh


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).

(5) ETHICAL / PHILOSOPHICAL IMPLICATIONS -  based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important questions arise:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?  If the success of a given project is dependent on commission of criminal actions - does that make the project a criminal enterprise even if some of its side-benefits are positive (such as helping development new medicines and advancements in electronics)?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands in order to bring about their own success?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.
 
 
VI.  FULL TEXT OF SPECIAL FOCUS ARTICLES
 
None

*********************************************************************
 
Thank you,

The Staff of the Palestine Media Project

====================================
PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:  PROMOTING
ACCURACY AND NON-BIAS IN MIDDLE-EAST
REPORTING, AND THUS FACILITATING THE
EVOLUTION OF JUST SOLUTIONS, AND HUMAN
RIGHTS AND EQUALITY THROUGH INTERNATIONAL
LAW.

Visit us at www.palmediaproject.org

 VII.  ORGANIZATIONAL NEWS
 

VIII.  DETAILS FOR ALL OF THIS WEEK'S ARTICLES

====================================================

(TOPIC I.8) Quartet Roadmap to Peace (1 articles)

====================================================

Quartet to discuss Israel-Palestinians peace talks

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press 

Thursday, October 30, 2008; 1:24 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102902699.html

======================================

(TOPIC I.7) Iran Input (2 articles)

======================================

The Trail: ISRAELI PAPER'S REPORT - French Deny Criticism Of Obama Over Iran

by Glenn Kessler

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; A03

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/28/AR2008102803530.html

Iranian leader’s illness stirs foes

By Borzou Daragahi, Los Angeles Times

Monday, October 27, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/10/27/iran.html

=============================================

(TOPIC I.6) Abbas/Fatah talks (3 articles) 

=============================================

Analysis: Bush foreign-policy goals largely unmet

By BARRY SCHWEID, The Associated Press 

Thursday, October 30, 2008; 3:09 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/30/AR2008103000430.html

Rice to visit Middle East next week

By Arshad Mohammed, Reuters 

Thursday, October 30, 2008; 2:36 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/30/AR2008103002340.html

Olmert to meet Bush by January

Reuters 

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; 12:50 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102902251.html

===================================================

(TOPIC I.3) Lebanon/Hezbollah talks (2 articles)

===================================================

Rival Lebanese factions meet to defuse tensions

By HUSSEIN DAKROUB, The Associated Press 

Monday, October 27, 2008; 11:16 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102703334.html

Lebanon's Hariri, Nasrallah hold rare meeting

By Yara Bayoumy, Reuters 

Monday, October 27, 2008; 8:18 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102700512.html

=======================================

(TOPIC I.2) Syria talks (8 articles)

=======================================

Israel's Olmert to push for more Syria talks

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Friday, October 31, 2008; 8:49 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/31/AR2008103100281.html

Israel wants to renew indirect talks with Syria

Reuters 

Friday, October 31, 2008; 3:58 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/31/AR2008103100379.html

Thousands of Syrians protest in Damascus at U.S. raid

Reuters 

Thursday, October 30, 2008; 2:12 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/30/AR2008103001003.html

Syria hardens stance after deadly US raid

By ALBERT AJI, The Associated Press

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; 6:07 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102900810.html

Syria Halts Diplomacy After U.S. Military Strike

OCTOBER 28, 2008, 1:29 P.M. ET

By JAY SOLOMON

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122521471700076667.html

Editorial: Mr. Assad's Medicine

After sponsoring terrorism against three of its neighbors, Syria plays the victim when its own border is breached.

Tuesday, October 28, 2008; Page A16

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102702437.html

U.S. Calls Raid a Warning to Syria

By Ann Scott Tyson and Ellen Knickmeyer, Washington Post staff writers

Tuesday, October 28, 2008; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102700511.html

Syrian ire follows apparent US raid across Iraq's border

By Jonathan Adams

posted October 27, 2008 at 10:40 am EST

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1027/p99s01-duts.html

==========================================================

(TOPIC II.) THE OCCUPATION & THE RESISTANCE (1 article)

==========================================================

Israeli troops kill armed Palestinian shepherd

By Wael al-Ahmed, Reuters 

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; 5:53 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102900839.html

===================================================

(TOPIC II.9) Home Demolitions in WB (3 articles)

===================================================

UN envoy to Israel: Halt house demolitions

The Associated Press 

Saturday, November 1, 2008; 9:06 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/01/AR2008110102185.html

U.N. envoy raps Israel for razing West Bank homes

Reuters 

Saturday, November 1, 2008; 4:18 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/01/AR2008110101446.html

Israel demolishes dozens of West Bank shacks

By BEN HUBBARD, The Associated Press 

Thursday, October 30, 2008; 1:33 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/30/AR2008103002625.html

=========================================================

(TOPIC II.7) New violent settler movement (4 articles)

=========================================================

Israel spy chief fears Jewish extremist plot

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Sunday, November 2, 2008; 9:10 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/02/AR2008110200560.html

Israeli security chief warns of armed Jewish right

Reuters 

Sunday, November 2, 2008; 1:08 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/02/AR2008110200736.html

Jewish settlers vow to hang tough in occupied land

By Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Reuters

Friday, October 31, 2008; 6:34 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/31/AR2008103100710.html

Masked settlers assault Palestinian photographers

Reuters 

Friday, October 31, 2008; 6:54 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/31/AR2008103100753.html

==========================================

(TOPIC II.4) Gaza blockade (6 articles)

==========================================

Gaza rocket strikes Israel; cargo crossings closed

The Associated Press 

Thursday, October 30, 2008; 6:05 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/30/AR2008103001088.html

Israel shuts Gaza crossing after rocket attack

Reuters 

Thursday, October 30, 2008; 4:02 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/30/AR2008103000701.html

Boat arrives in Gaza to protest blockade

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; 12:11 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102900682.html

Boat arrives in Gaza to protest Israeli blockade

The Associated Press 

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; 4:40 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102900613.html

International activists' boat arrives in Gaza

Reuters 

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; 4:22 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102900603.html

Gaza pupils dread cold winter in caravan school

By Nidal al-Mughrabi, Reuters 

Monday, October 27, 2008; 11:13 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102700563.html

==========================================================

(TOPIC II.3) settlement building & protests (1 article)

==========================================================

A Segregated Road in an Already Divided Land

Quote - "The point of the road, according to those who planned it under former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, is to permit Israel to build more settlements around East Jerusalem, cutting the city off from the West Bank, but allowing Palestinians to travel unimpeded north and south through Israeli-held land."

August 11, 2007

By STEVEN ERLANGER

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/11/world/middleeast/11road.html

=======================================================

(TOPIC IV.5) Israeli Internal Politics (17 articles)

=======================================================

In a Dove’s Flight and Descent, an Israeli Story

By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: November 1, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/02/weekinreview/02bronner.html?scp=4&sq=Israel&st=cse

From Prison, Rabin Assassin Cites Influences

By Samuel Sockol, Special to The Washington Post

Saturday, November 1, 2008; Page A16

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/31/AR2008103103617.html

Rabin's assassin says influenced by Sharon

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Friday, October 31, 2008; 11:52 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/31/AR2008103100510.html

Israel sets election date of Feb. 10

The Associated Press 

Thursday, October 30, 2008; 8:07 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/30/AR2008103001383.html

Israel apologizes for lawmaker's Mubarak comments

By ARON HELLER, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; 4:32 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102902826.html

Polls give Israel's Livni slight lead over Netanyahu

By Joel Greenberg | Tribune correspondent 

October 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israeloct28,0,1732926.story

U.S. Calls Raid a Warning to Syria

By Ann Scott Tyson and Ellen Knickmeyer, Washington Post staff writers

Tuesday, October 28, 2008; A01

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102700511.html

Polls Show Even Split Between Israeli Blocs

By Matti Friedman, Associated Press 

Tuesday, October 28, 2008; Page A12

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102703208.html

Israeli elections to be held in mid-February

The Associated Press 

Tuesday, October 28, 2008; 10:51 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/28/AR2008102801411.html

Dovish lawmaker Beilin to retire from politics

The Associated Press 

Tuesday, October 28, 2008; 5:50 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/28/AR2008102802834.html

Israeli leader ends party talks, calls for elections

By Joel Greenberg, Chicago Tribune

Monday, October 27, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/10/27/mideast.html

Israel's Livni takes a risk with early elections

By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the October 27, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1027/p07s01-wome.html

Israel's Livni Calls for New Elections, Increasing Diplomatic Uncertainty

OCTOBER 27, 2008

By CAM SIMPSON

http://online.wsj.com/public/search/page/3_0466.html?KEYWORDS=Israel&mod=DNH_S

Livni Abandons Effort to Form Israeli Coalition - Foreign Minister Urges 2009 Elections

By Linda Gradstein, Special to The Washington Post

Monday, October 27, 2008; Page A09

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/26/AR2008102600309.html

Polls show even split in Israeli elections

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Monday, October 27, 2008; 2:40 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102700186.html

Israeli poll bounce shows Livni leading Netanyahu

By Dan Williams, Reuters

Monday, October 27, 2008; 12:01 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102700191.html

As Israeli Elections Are Called, Livni Is Assessed 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: October 26, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/27/world/middleeast/27israel.html?_r=1&scp=3&sq=Israel&st=cse&oref=slogin

==============================================

(TOPIC IV.2) Culture in Israel (3 articles)

==============================================

Rabbis' ruling puts thousands of converts in limbo

By LAURIE COPANS, The Associated Press

Saturday, November 1, 2008; 12:18 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/01/AR2008110100975.html

Israeli court OKs Museum of Tolerance's controversial branch

12:42PM, October 29, 2008

by Mike Boehm

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/a-frank-gehry-d.html

Israeli court clears way for Jerusalem museum

By STEVE WEIZMAN, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; 3:37 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102902493.html

======================================

(TOPIC V.2) USA Culture (1 article)

======================================

Beyond Them and Us: Films About Israeli Arabs

By ROBIN POGREBIN

Published: October 28, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/29/movies/29fest.html?sq=Israel&st=cse&adxnnl=1&scp=6&adxnnlx=1225688064-D/HjvDqOkHAe37nUYJ64sQ

===========================================

(TOPIC V.1) Foreign Policy (23 articles)

===========================================

McCain anger over Khalidi video has triple dose of irony

Tribune staff report 

November 2, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-zorn-change-times-bdnov02,0,4179713.story

Editorial: A Middle East Vote

Shortly after the next American president takes office, Israeli elections will set the prospects for U.S. diplomacy.

Saturday, November 1, 2008; Page A14

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/31/AR2008103103601.html

Please Keep God Out of the Voting Booth

by Deepak Chopra

Saturday, November 1, 2008; Page B09

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/31/AR2008103103079.html

Islamist Sites Debate Traits of Candidates: Posts Denounce McCain and Obama

By Joby Warrick, Washington Post Staff Writer

Saturday, November 1, 2008; Page A12

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/31/AR2008103103411.html

Jewish vote strengthens for Obama

McCain newly losing amongst American Jews because of Palin VP choice

By CHRIS MEGERIAN, Cox News Service

Friday, October 31, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared/news/stories/2008/10/JEWISH_VOTE31_COX.html

For US voters abroad, the global is truly local

By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press

Friday, October 31, 2008; 11:56 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/31/AR2008103101552.html

McCain rips L.A. Times on Obama video

By Mark Silva | Washington Bureau 

October 30, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-obama-video_thuoct30,0,744362.story

McCain makes his closing arguments

Behind in the polls and in key swing states, he throws everything he can at Obama.

By Linda Feldmann | Staff writer Christian Science Monitor

October 30, 2008 edition

http://features.csmonitor.com/politics/2008/10/30/mccain-makes-his-closing-arguments/

McCain, Palin demand L.A. Times release Obama video

This article describes the controversy over the LA Times refusing to release a videotape showing Obama praising Rashid Khalidi, a pro-Palestine activist.

By James Rainey

October 30, 2008

http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-na-video30-2008oct30,0,1408449.story

Guess Who's Coming to Dinner? Obama, Khalidi and the technologically backward L.A. Times

OCTOBER 30, 2008

By JAMES TARANTO

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122538276647484515.html

My Son, the Senator

By Mary Ann Akers And Paul Kane

Thursday, October 30, 2008; A21

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102903840.html

McCain faults paper for not releasing Khalidi tape

By BETH FOUHY, The Associated Press

Thursday, October 30, 2008; 5:48 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/30/AR2008103001014.html

McCain Again Points to Obama's Associates

Republican Cites Tape of Rival Praising Palestinian, Alleges Ayers Was Present

By Michael D. Shear, Washington Post Staff Writer

Thursday, October 30, 2008; A05

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102904037.html

Carter must debate book on Israel

By ALAN M. DERSHOWITZ

Wednesday, October 29, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/opinion/stories/2008/10/29/dershowitzed_1029.html

McCain Attacks Los Angeles Times Over Its Refusal to Release ’03 Obama Video 

By RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA

Published: October 29, 2008

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/30/us/politics/30campaign.html?scp=5&sq=Israel&st=cse

The Trail: ISRAELI PAPER'S REPORT - French Deny Criticism Of Obama Over Iran

by Glenn Kessler

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; A03

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/28/AR2008102803530.html

Another View of Barack

By Howard Kurtz, Washington Post Staff Writer

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; 8:01 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102901159.html

Big foreign policy agenda awaits next president

By Caren Bohan, Reuters

Wednesday, October 29, 2008; 8:22 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/29/AR2008102901180.html

Hollywood conservatives: Abandoning McCain? 

02:02 PM PT, Oct 28 2008

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/the_big_picture/2008/10/hollywood-conse.html

Journalists Name 44th President

By Howard Kurtz, Washington Post Staff Writer

Tuesday, October 28, 2008; 10:17 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/28/AR2008102801025.html

McCain gains backing of Joe the Plumber

By PHILIP ELLIOTT, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, October 28, 2008; 4:58 PM

Quote - "When a McCain supporter asked him if he believed "a vote for Obama is a vote for the death of Israel," Wurzelbacher replied, "I'll go ahead and agree with you on that." He didn't elaborate on how Obama, who has said his commitment to Israeli security is "nonnegotiable," would be caustic for the Jewish state."

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/28/AR2008102801897.html

Palin promises to work with Israel's ambassador

By MATTHEW BARAKAT, The Associated Press 

Monday, October 27, 2008; 6:14 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102700686.html

Ex-Pa. judge: Sorry for anti-Obama Jewish e-mail

The Associated Press 

Monday, October 27, 2008; 5:39 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/27/AR2008102701231.html
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