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PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


INTRODUCTION


Total Articles For The Week = 102
 
Amongst these 102 articles we saw 7 opportunities for activist responses, and 2 issues for special focus, but you might see more.

Special Focus Articles = 5 articles on 2 different subjects
 
5 articles accurately describing the emergence of a new right-wing extremist movement in Israeli politics that tends toward violence.  We should point out how this is a direct result of Zionist goals.
1 Article identifying the Israeli Separation Barrier as a major factor motivating Jerusalem attacks but the article still lacks a complete picture of all the terrible things Israel is doing that would also motivate these attacks.


ACTIVIST OPPORTUNITIES FOR THIS WEEK

THIS WEEK'S  Total Activist Opportunities:

Our sample of six major mainstream US newspapers turned up the following articles relevant to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  The articles are listed with titles, authors, links at the end of the online version of this Action Alert at: http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20080929.doc

(Topic 1) Internal Palestinian politics - 0 articles
(Topic 2) Internal Israeli politics - 16 articles
(Topic 3) Internal US politics - 10 articles
(Topic 4) West Bank/Fatah News - 7 articles
(Topic 5) Gaza/Hamas News - 1 articles
(Topic 6) Relevant Lebanon/Hezbollah News - 0 article
(Topic 7) Relevant Syria News - 6 articles
(Topic 8) Relevant Iranian News - 15 articles
(Topic 9) Israeli Internal Apartheid -  0 articles
(Topic 10) West Bank Occupation -  10 articles
(Topic 11) Gaza Blockade - 4 articles
(Topic 12) US Aid and Support for Israel - 7 articles
(Topic 13) International Law & United Nations - 11 articles
(Topic 14) Cultural News Relevant to the Conflict - 15 articles
(Topic 15) Miscellaneous News Relevant to the Conflict - 0 articles

=============================================

TOTAL ARTICLES = 102

Brief Summaries of this Week's articles:

The main topics covered by these articles were:
Topic 2:  Right-wing Zionists develops new level of extremism - involving aggression & violence.
Topic 2:  Bombing of leftist Israeli professor by new right-wing extremists.
Topic 2:  Olmert warns this will compromise Israeli democracy.
Topic 3:  US Pres. candidates confirm support for Israel, two-state solution & isolating Hamas.
Topic 3:  Bush flips - now into multilateralism and cooperation.
Topic 4:  Peace talks on hold until after US and Israeli govt  changes are settled.
Topic 4:  Livni pledges to continue peace talks.
Topic 7:  Syria bombed as Syria liberalizes and reaches out to Israel.
Topic 8:  Iranian President Ahmadinejad meets in NYC and at UN.
Topic 8:  Ahmadinejad differentiates between Jews vs. Zionists and Israel.
Topic 10:  Olmert reccommends ending settlements to save Israel.
Topic 11:  Egypt bombs Palestinian Gaza tunnel killing 5.
Topic 12:  US gives radar system against Iranian missiles to Israel and operates it.
Topic 13:  UN meetings - IAEA & UNGA with Ahmadinejad, and Quartet about settlements.
Topic 14:  Controversial Paul McCartney concert in Israel.

Info on the actual articles can be found on the actual online version of this Action Alert at:
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20080929.doc
Some possible issues we could send email responses to are:
Topic 2:  It would probably be beneficial to write to these reporters and remind them that the Israelis had promised to cut back on the settlements, and yet here in numbers of these articles it describes how the Israeli government ok'ed the settlements and then sent the army to protect them.  Also point out the lack of law enforcement protecting the Palestinians even as the Israeli law enforcement are themselves attacked by these Zionist extremist groups.

 

Topic 2:  The inability of Israel to control its extremists might be a reflection of the irresolvable conflict between trying to be a democracy while also trying to be a Jewish State which gives special privilege to one group (Jews) over all others living in the State so that when you try to be equalitarian as is required in a democracy, naturally the privileged group is going to feel cheated. This is actually one of the SPECIAL FOCUS ISSUES FOR THIS WEEK.
 

Topic 3: In all the articles about the candidates supporting Israel, there is no mention of international law which is so important here because of Israel's repeated violations.  It could be beneficial to write to the newspapers and their reporters and editors to remind them to mention international law so that the public and the politicians will be more aware of it.

 

Topic 3:  Bush's complete change in directions hopefully means he has learned important lessons from the Neo-Con failures.  Hopefully he and the other neo-cons will be able to apply these lessons to the conflict in Palestine, such as obeying and enforcing the law and respecting human rights, and opening up communications with perceived enemies, and caring for refugees and others who are disenfranchised or disadvantaged, and that free markets will not solve the world's problems.

 

Topic 10: We should point out to the media behind these articles that much of Olmert's change of heart is due to his understanding of the demographic dilemma that Israel faces - that Arabs' higher birth rates will mean that in a few decades they will be the majority and will thus be able to demand equal rights in Israel, unless they have by then their own state, and the media should be reporting this.  More important, the media should see how Israel's efforts to manipulate the demographics of the region through bringing in immigrants but also driving the Palestinians out (in the 1948 war, but since then through making life unbearable) is a disguised attempt to take over the region and disenfranchise the Palestinian people from their own ancestral homelands.

 

Topic 13:  Over the years Israel has violated many UN resolutions by not allowing its nuclear program to be inspected and supervised by the IAEA, and like its other violations Israel has thus undermined the United Nations by modeled for other rogue countries how to get away with violating international law.  In addition, Israel getting away with this makes the West look like hypocrits, creates resentment, and finally stimulates terrorism.

 

Topic 14:  Paul like so many others doesn't understand that it is not just a matter of two peoples disliking each other, or of jealousy or cultural conflict between them - it is a matter of Israel continuing to violate international laws which are not abstract principles or ideals but whose violation represent real pain and suffering, and thus the conflict cannot stop until the laws are enforced.  It is as if a thief steals your home and possessions and then you are asked to become friends with him as he keeps and enjoys your possessions.

Contact info for the reporters, editors and newspapers producing the above articles are given below in the Media Contact Info section of this Action Alert.  Full information about these articles including links to them are found at the end of the online version of this Action Alert found at:
http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20080929.doc.


SPECIAL FOCUS ACTIVIST OPPORTUNITIES for this week:

From the 102 articles described above, the following 6 could use some special attention.  Full text copies of them are included at the end of this Action Alelrt.
 

5 Articles on the New Right-Wing Fundamentalist Extremist Movement Emerging in Israeli Politics which has Violent Tendencies

A major issue arising in the news this week was the new right-wing extremist movement developing in Israeli politics.  This movement is an extremist fundamentalist religious movement arising directly out of Israel's struggle to be both a democracy and to be a Jewish State.  Obviously this group is fighting hard to make Israel as Jewish as possible at the expense of democratic principles and values.  Because of Israel's struggle with this issue, the result is a lack of law enforcement against the illegal actions, which then aggravates extremism on the other side.

 

It is important for us to thank the authors, editors and their newspapers and the wire services for accurately identifying this movement as an extremist fundamentalist religious movement, and remind them that it is important to remind the public that this group is (1) opposed to the democratic nature of Israel, (2) they have no respect for international law or Israeli law for that matter, (3) they have no respect for the rights of any other people, especially Palestinians, other than their own, and all of this is because (4) they see themselves as being above the law because they believe that they are following the instructions of the only God they consider valid - their own God.

 

But most important we should remind the media that this movement receives a lot of support from powerful elements of the Israeli government who see this movement as the fulfillment of the Zionist goal of making Israel a Jewish State, and how this by definition involves disrespect for human rights and democratic values, and this is the kind of country we choose to support practically unconditionally.

 

This issue is represented by 5 articles: 1 article focuses specifically on the movement itself, 2 articles focus on their bomb attack on a leftist Israeli professor, and 2 articles focus on Israeli PM Olmert strongly criticizing this movement and calling them a threat to Israeli democracy.

 

Radical Settlers Take On Israel 
September 26, 2008
By ISABEL KERSHNER
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/26/world/middleeast/26settlers.html?scp=5&sq=Israel&st=cse
Israeli professor wounded in Jerusalem bomb attack
By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 
Thursday, September 25, 2008; 10:57 AM 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092500916.html
Blast Injures Israeli Academic Critical of Jewish Settlements
By Samuel Sockol, Washington Post Foreign Service 
Friday, September 26, 2008; Page A19 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092504583.html

Israel's Olmert warns of 'ill wind' of Israeli extremism
By Joel Greenberg Tribune correspondent 
12:14 AM CDT, September 29, 2008 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-dispatch_greenbergsep29,0,2433423.story
 

Radical Israeli settlers outline new tactic, Olmert decries 'evil wind of extremism'
By KARIN LAUB, Associated Press Writer
3:42 PM CDT, September 28, 2008
www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-palestinians,0,1004280.story
 

This last article by Karin Laub was also published by the Washington Post, and can be found at:
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR2008092800491_pf.html
 

 

1 Article Blaming the Wall for Motivating Jerusalem Attacks but still not giving Whole Story of What Palestinians Are Dealing With Which Might Also Stimulate Such Attacks.

This article is worth applauding because it describes an Israeli military intelligence report that blames the separation barrier snaking through the West Bank as a major factor motivating the Jerusalem attacks on Israelis by Palestinians living in E. Jerusalem.  The article then describes how this is a remarkable and uncharacteristic admission by the Israeli military.

 

But there are so many other factors motivating such attacks that the article is missing, and which are illustrative of what the Palestinians are going through - these need to be brought to the attention of the authors and editors and newspapers to push them to be more thorough and accurate.  

 

To illustrate this I have included at the end of this Action Alert a copy of a July article by Ali Daraghmeh which perfectly illustrates this kind of  thorough and accurate reporting.


Israelis see barrier link to Jerusalem violence
Dan Williams, Reuters 
Wednesday, September 24, 2008; 2:04 PM 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/24/AR2008092401990.html


INFO RESOURCES ON THESE TOPICS

Many resources on the Israeli settlements can be found here –

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBsettlements.htm
Many resources on the lack of law enforcement against settler violence can be found here –

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBlawenforcementOT.htm
More resources on various topics can be found listed on our homepage –

http://www.palmediaproject.org/
(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of demographic studies for the area.


(2)  INTERNATIONAL LAWS

- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from: http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html

They can also be viewed in the following study guide: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm


The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).


For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm


You can also view the laws at:

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv

*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.


(3) LEGAL ANALYSIS OF ISRAELI POLICIES & PRACTICES AS PER INTERNATIONAL LAW

Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations in Palestine/Israel:

Adalah - The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel http://www.adalah.org/ 
Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979 http://www.alhaq.org/ 
ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights http://www.arabhra.org/ 
Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English) http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 
B'Tselem - The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories http://www.btselem.org/ 
Gisha -  Legal Center for Freedom of Movement http://www.gisha.org/ 
International Court of Justice - http://www.icj-cij.org/ 
International Criminal Court - http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
Israel Law Resource Center - http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project -http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 
Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights - http://www.yesh-din.org/  

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law:
www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm

Our website also has extensive references on this subject.


ISSUES & PRINCIPLES TO REMIND THE MEDIA ABOUT


There are four major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, and (4) International Law Legal Perspective.


PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

 
HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(Historic Point 1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted solely of European Jews at that time.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.  Later the Zionists brought in Jews from all over the world, but this does not affect the indigenous population status of the Palestinian Arabs.

(Historic Point 2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.  The Zionists started the conflict with their land policies which made many Palestinian families homeless, and plus their writings were racist, offensive and they made the idea of a Jewish State very threatening.

(Historic Point 3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of immigrant people from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(Historic Point 4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(Historic Point 5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.


LEGITIMATE PROTEST / MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.


INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(Legal Point 1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?


(Legal Point 2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.


(Legal Point 3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998),articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998), article 7(1h & 2g)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55
Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)
Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)   (of the International Criminal Court)


(Legal Point 6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(b)(viii)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - 

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2).   (of the International Criminal Court)

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - 
http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm


(Legal Point 8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998), article 8(2bi & ii).


Based on these historic facts and legal ideas, important ethical questions arise.  In many respects these questions refer to basic ethical principles which we taught our children, such as “just because someone hurt you that does not give you the right to then hurt others” and “if a project of yours which is good for you requires hurting other people then that makes your project not good”:

(Question 1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?

(Question 2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands?

(Question 3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(Question 4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(Question 5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.


CONTACT INFO FOR THE MEDIA

The Special Focus articles were found in the following newspapers --
Atlanta Journal-Constitution (good article about settlements)
Boston Globe (good article about home demolitions)
Washington Post (bad article about the wall)
Their contact info is given below.


Below is the contact info for the other newspapers we monitor --

 (1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution  Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
        Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com

(3)  Chicago Tribune Letter-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com
        Hugh Dellios, Foreign Editor -- hdellios@tribune.com

(4)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.
        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com

(6)  Houston Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- viewpoints@chron.com

(7)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
        World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

         http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News

 (8)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com

(9)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com

(10)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com

        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com

(11)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com
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http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/26/world/middleeast/26settlers.html?scp=5&sq=Israel&st=cse
Radical Settlers Take On Israel 

September 26, 2008

By ISABEL KERSHNER

YITZHAR, West Bank — A pipe bomb that exploded late on Wednesday night outside the Jerusalem home of Zeev Sternhell, a Hebrew University professor, left him lightly wounded and created only a minor stir in a nation that routinely experiences violence on a much larger scale.

But Mr. Sternhell was noted for his impassioned critiques of Jewish settlements in the West Bank, once suggesting that Palestinians “would be wise to concentrate their struggle against the settlements.” And the authorities found fliers near his home offering nearly $300,000 to anyone who kills a member of Peace Now, a left-wing Israeli advocacy group, leading them to suspect that militant Israeli settlers or their supporters were behind the attack. 

If so, the bombing may be the latest sign that elements of Israel’s settler movement are resorting to extremist tactics to protect their homes in the occupied West Bank against not only Palestinians, but also Jews who some settlers argue are betraying them. Radical settlers say they are determined to show that their settlements and outposts cannot be dismantled, either by law or by force. 

There have been bouts of settler violence for years, notably during the transfer of Gaza to the Palestinians in 2005. Now, though, the militants seem to have spawned a broader, more defined strategy of resistance designed to intimidate the state.

This aggressive doctrine, according to Akiva HaCohen, 24, who is considered to be one of its architects, calls on settlers and their supporters to respond “whenever, wherever and however” they wish to any attempt by the Israeli Army or the police to lay a finger on property in illegally built outposts scheduled by the government for removal. In settler circles the policy is called “price tag” or “mutual concern.” 

Besides exacting a price for army and police actions, the policy also encourages settlers to avenge Palestinian acts of violence by taking the law into their own hands — an approach that has the potential to set the tinderbox of the West Bank ablaze. 

Hard-core right-wing settlers have responded to limited army operations in recent weeks by blocking roads, rioting spontaneously, throwing stones at Palestinian vehicles and burning Palestinian orchards and fields all over the West Bank, a territory that Israel has occupied since 1967. They have also vandalized Israeli Army positions, equipment and cars. 

In Jewish settlements like Yitzhar, an extremist bastion on the hilltops commanding the Palestinian city of Nablus in the northern West Bank, a local war is already being waged. One Saturday in mid-September a Palestinian from the neighboring village of Asira al Qibliya climbed the hill to Shalhevet, a neighborhood of Yitzhar, set fire to a house whose occupants were away for the weekend and stabbed a 9-year-old settler boy, the Israeli Army said. 

Hours later, scores of men from Yitzhar rampaged through the Palestinian village, hurling rocks and firing guns, in what the prime minister of Israel, Ehud Olmert, described as a “pogrom.” Several Palestinians were hospitalized with gunshot wounds. 

“The army was complaining that we were bothering them in their efforts to catch the terrorist,” said Ephraim Ben Shochat, 21, a resident of Shalhevet Ya, an illegal outpost consisting of three permanent houses and a trailer halfway down the slope between Yitzhar and Asira al Qibliya. 

“To us, deterrence is more important than catching the specific terrorist. We’re fighting against a nation,” Mr. Ben Shochat said.

As he spoke, soldiers were in the process of reinforcing a small army post at the end of the path with concrete slabs. “We would rather fight and kill the enemy,” Mr. Ben Shochat said, adding scornfully that the army, which guards Yitzhar and its satellites from the lookout post, “would rather hide.” 

Ten months ago in Annapolis, Md., Israeli and Palestinian leaders pledged to make every effort to reach a historic agreement for a Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza by the end of this year. The Palestinians further promised to dismantle all terrorist networks, and the Israelis agreed to freeze all settlement activity and immediately remove settlement outposts erected since March 2001.

In practice, only a handful of the 100 or so outposts, at least half of which were erected since 2001, have been removed, and construction in the official West Bank settlements goes on. 

At the same time, the religious, ideological wing of the settlement movement has grown more radical. Those on the extremist fringe — like Mr. Ben Shochat, who belong to the so-called hilltop youth — are increasingly rejecting any allegiance to the state, backed up by an older generation of rabbis and early settler pioneers.

In Samaria, the biblical name for the northern West Bank, and in Binyamin, the central district around the Palestinian city of Ramallah, settlers recently ousted their more mainstream representatives in local council elections, voting in what they called “activist” mayors instead. 

These new mayors, like the Samaria council’s Gershon Mesika, reject what they see as the more compromising policies of the Yesha council, the settler movement’s longstanding umbrella group. They are particularly incensed by the Yesha council’s willingness to negotiate with the government over the removal or relocation of some West Bank outposts in exchange for official authorization of others. 

“We are taking our fate into our own hands,” Mr. Mesika said of the price tag doctrine. “We won’t go like sheep to the slaughter.” He added that the recent settler violence was something he understood, though did not support. 

For many in the religious, ideological settler camp the rude awakening came with the unilateral withdrawal from Gaza in the summer of 2005. Then, under the premiership of Ariel Sharon, a driving force of the settlement-building enterprise who turned more pragmatic, Israel evacuated all 21 Jewish settlements there, and razed four official settlements in the northern West Bank. Another watershed came in early 2006 when thousands of settlers clashed with Israeli police officers who had come to destroy nine houses built without government permission in Amona. Traumatized by the resistance, the government put plans for further evacuations on hold.

“Amona pretty much divided this public into two parts, the more militant activist part and the more passive part,” said Mr. HaCohen, an Orthodox hilltop youth pioneer and a founder of Shalhevet Ya. The people, he said, “have to decide whether they are on the side of the Torah or the state.” 

Mr. HaCohen was speaking from a cousin’s house in Jerusalem. Identified by the Israeli security services as one of the authors of the price-tag doctrine, he has been banned by the army from entering the West Bank for four months. 

Born in Monsey, N.Y., Mr. HaCohen came to Israel with his parents as a child. He dropped out of yeshiva, or religious seminary, at 16 and went to settle the hilltops, he said. He got married at 18 and has since been living in and around Yitzhar.

Representing the messianic, almost apocalyptic wing of the settler movement, Mr. HaCohen peppers his speech with talk of redemption and makes it clear that in his land of Israel, there is no place for Arabs. 

Like Mr. Ben Shochat, Mr. HaCohen, who is disarmingly soft-spoken, said he was not drafted into the army because of his religious beliefs. As a member of Yitzhar’s first response security team, though, he receives regular combat training and has a personal weapon. 

More than 250,000 Jewish settlers live in the West Bank among roughly 2.4 million Palestinians, not including East Jerusalem. The Samaria council represents 30 official settlements and 12 unauthorized outposts that it says were all founded before 2001; others, like Shalhevet Ya, have sprung up since then, at least partially on private Palestinian lands. 

Local settler leaders argue that the only difference between an authorized settlement and an illegal outpost is the lack of the defense minister’s final signature on the planning papers, and that in any case, full authorization did not help the settlements razed in 2005. 

They complain of government hypocrisy. Rahelim, a Samarian community of 45 families founded in 1991, has been labeled an illegal outpost even though the state Housing Ministry built 14 permanent homes here in 1998. 

Avri Ran, a charismatic guru of the hilltop youth, formulated the concept of the outposts around the time that Israel started negotiating with the Palestinian leadership in the early 1990s. The idea was to populate empty spaces of the West Bank with Jews to preclude their being handed over to the Palestinians.

Mr. Ran and his wife, Sharona, started out in Itamar, a settlement just south of Nablus, and moved from hilltop to hilltop, finally establishing a private ranch more than a mile east of the mother settlement majestically named Givaot Olam, or hills of the universe. 

Like many of the settlers in this area who see themselves as guardians of Joseph’s Tomb, a site sacred to Jews that lies in the heart of Nablus, the Ran family exudes a deeply religious, almost mystical attachment to the land. 

The farm is said to be the largest Israeli producer of organic eggs. Mr. Ran’s son-in-law, Assaf Kidron, an artist who works in stone, says the inclement winds that used to whip around the mountain have dropped significantly since Jews came to live here, proof of a divine hand. 

Outside the settlement of Har Bracha on Mount Grizim, settlers have taken over a former army lookout post on the ridge overlooking Nablus and Joseph’s Tomb, and just started operating a yeshiva to ensure a permanent presence there. Nobody has tried to remove the settlers, although there is an army position a short distance along the ridge. 

In general, the relationship between the religious settlers of the area and the army is an ambiguous, if symbiotic one. Most young ideological settlers serve in the army and now make up an increasing portion of the elite combat units and the officers corps. 

At the same time, two soldiers have been lightly wounded in recent settler riots. 

“To go out and assault soldiers is wrong,” said David Ha’ivri, who handles foreign relations for the Samaria council. But, he said, “It is to be expected that when force is used, there will be counterforce.” 

The army is appreciated when it sticks to providing security, Mr. Ha’ivri added, but, “We don’t respect them in the role of enforcing building codes.”

The army refused to comment on the effects of the price-tag doctrine, saying it was too sensitive. 

A spokesman for the Israeli police, the party responsible for law enforcement among the settlers, said that in the last two months, at least half a dozen arrests had been made. 

Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092500916.html
Israeli professor wounded in Jerusalem bomb attack
By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 
Thursday, September 25, 2008; 10:57 AM 

JERUSALEM -- A pipe bomb exploded Thursday outside the home of a prominent Israeli scholar and outspoken critic of Jewish West Bank settlements, lightly wounding him in what police suspect was an attack by Jewish extremists. 

Investigators found posters in Professor Zeev Sternhell's neighborhood offering a $320,000 prize to anyone who kills a member of Peace Now, a dovish Israeli group whose views Sternhell shares. 

If extremists were behind the attack, it would be one of the worst instances of political violence inside Israel since an opponent of peace negotiations with the Palestinians murdered Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 1995. 

Human rights groups say settlers have been increasingly using violence against Palestinians and Israeli soldiers, in what appears to be an attempt to deter Israeli authorities from making any attempt to evacuate settlements. 


The settlement movement fervently opposes the peace talks and rejects the territorial withdrawal a deal would require. 

A person close to Sternhell's family said, without elaborating, that the professor had received threats in the past. She spoke on condition of anonymity because of the incident's political sensitivity. 

The bomb was planted on the doorstep of Sternhell's home in a quiet Jerusalem neighborhood, exploding when he opened the door, Jerusalem police spokesman Shmuel Ben-Ruby said. The assailants were not apprehended. 

Sternhell had minor shrapnel wounds in one leg and will remain hospitalized at least until Friday, authorities said. 

An internationally known scholar on fascism and a Holocaust survivor, he was awarded the country's highest honor, the Israel Prize, this year. The award drew criticism from settlers and their supporters. 

National police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said investigators believe the attack was ideological. 

Itamar Ben-Gvir, an activist with a fringe settler group calling itself the National Jewish Front, said "I don't denounce this incident, but say categorically that we are not involved." 

In a statement, Peace Now identified Sternhell as a "veteran supporter" and said Israeli authorities shared responsibility for the attack for not cracking down on settler violence in the West Bank. 

Peace Now's head said he was placed under police protection after the attack, but Rosenfeld could not confirm that. 

The attack drew condemnation from Israeli politicians, including some from hard-line parties. 

Prime Minister-designate Tzipi Livni said in a statement that Israel could not gloss over the attack, which she described as "intolerable." 

"It's the responsibility of the state and its people to denounce these events before they occur," Livni said. 

Settlers regularly clash with Palestinians and Israeli peace activists in the West Bank, but the use of weapons against political opponents in Israel is uncommon. 

There have, however, been precedents. A pro-settlement extremist shot and killed Rabin, who was spearheading efforts to strike a peace deal. Another extremist killed a member of Peace Now with a grenade at a 1983 peace protest. 

======================================================

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092504583.html



Blast Injures Israeli Academic Critical of Jewish Settlements
By Samuel Sockol, Washington Post Foreign Service 
Friday, September 26, 2008; Page A19 

 

 

JERUSALEM, Sept. 25 -- Zeev Sternhell, a leading Israeli political scientist and a frequent critic of Jewish settlement of the West Bank, was lightly wounded early Thursday when a pipe bomb exploded outside his home in Jerusalem. 

 

Police discovered fliers in Sternhell's neighborhood offering a $320,000 bounty for the killing of any member of Peace Now, an Israeli organization Sternhell has supported that opposes Jewish settlement of lands occupied by Israel in the 1967 Middle East war. 

 

Jerusalem police spokesman Shmuel Ben Ruby said investigators attributed the bombing to "elements on the extreme right" -- Israeli shorthand for radical members of the settler movement. Violent attacks against Israeli Jews by Jewish extremists are rare, but Israelis opposed to the settler movement say they are receiving an increasing number of threats. 

 

Itamar Ben-Gvir, an activist with a fringe settler group calling itself the National Jewish Front, said, "I don't denounce this incident, but say categorically that we are not involved," the Associated Press reported.


The attack provoked condemnations from Israeli leaders across the political spectrum. "We are returning to the dark spectacle of pipe bombs that are aimed at people, in this case against a very gifted person who never shies away from expressing his opinion," Defense Minister Ehud Barak said. 
 

Sternhell, a Hebrew University professor in his early 70s, was injured after he came to his front door at 1 a.m. A hospital spokeswoman said several fragments were removed from his leg and that he would remain hospitalized at least until Friday. 
 

Sternhell is a Holocaust survivor and an expert on fascism who won this year's Israel Prize, an honor bestowed by the government, for his work in political science. 
 

In comments to Israeli news media, Sternhell said he would not be intimidated by the bombing. "If this act was not perpetrated by a lone madman, but rather by an element representing a political or public movement, this is the start of the road to dismantling democracy," he warned. 
 

Sternhell has often criticized the settler movement and the government support it has received. "Since it was impossible to take control of the lands legally, a mafia-like culture of theft, lies and deception developed in the territories, in which the various government authorities are still wallowing," he wrote in the daily Haaretz last month. "Contrary to the rules of international and Israeli law, contrary to elementary rules of justice, contrary to all logic and every genuine Israeli interest, broad areas were confiscated for the sake of the settlers and huge sums were poured in." 
 

Following the attack, police offered to protect the home of Peace Now director Yariv Oppenheimer and the group's offices in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. "We have been getting threats over the phone and through letters, but this time, with a bomb going off, it is very unpleasant," Oppenheimer said. "We have been warning that the radical right is growing and becoming more extreme." 

======================================================

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-dispatch_greenbergsep29,0,2433423.story
Israel's Olmert warns of 'ill wind' of Israeli extremism

By Joel Greenberg Tribune correspondent 
12:14 AM CDT, September 29, 2008 

JERUSALEM — A pipe-bomb attack on an Israeli professor and critic of Jewish settlements has led Prime Minister Ehud Olmert to warn of a new militant Jewish underground like the one that carried out bombings and shootings against Palestinians in the West Bank in the 1980s.
Professor Zeev Sternhell, an authority on fascism, was lightly hurt in the explosion outside his Jerusalem home last week, but the blast reverberated across Israel, drawing condemnations from politicians on both the right and the left, and expressions of concern that a surge in radical settler violence in the West Bank was spilling into Israel.
Leaflets found near the bombing site offered a 1 million shekel ($292,000) reward to anyone killing a member of the Peace Now movement, which opposes the settlements.
Olmert said Sunday that the attackers appeared to be part of "another underground," a reference to the group of militant Jewish settlers who maimed Palestinian mayors in bomb attacks, killed three students in a shooting spree at an Islamic college and plotted to blow up the Dome of the Rock, a Muslim shrine in Jerusalem.
Members of the group were jailed but their sentences were later commuted.
"An ill wind of extremism, hate, evil, violence, lawlessness and contempt for state institutions is blowing through certain sectors of the Israeli public and threatening Israeli democracy," Olmert said at the weekly meeting of the Israeli Cabinet.
The attack on Sternhell follows a surge of violence by radical settlers in the West Bank, some of it in response to Palestinian attacks and attempts by army troops to remove illegal settlement outposts.
Police on Sunday were investigating the death of a 19-year-old Palestinian shepherd whose body was found late Saturday with gunshot wounds near a West Bank settlement. Palestinian officials accused Jewish settlers of responsibility, citing witness reports of a car belonging to settlers pursuing the shepherd.
======================================================

www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-palestinians,0,1004280.story
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR2008092800491_pf.html
Radical Israeli settlers outline new tactic, Olmert decries 'evil wind of extremism'
By KARIN LAUB, Associated Press Writer
3:42 PM CDT, September 28, 2008

 YITZHAR, West Bank (AP) _ A new dynamic has emerged in the West Bank: Jewish settlers block roads, burn tires or set fire to Palestinian fields when troops try to dismantle unauthorized settlements.
Activists call the tactic "price tag." They hope the havoc will deter Israeli security forces from removing any of the dozens of squatter camps, or outposts, dotting West Bank hills.
Coupled with recent settler reprisal raids on Palestinian villages and a pipe bomb attack that wounded a prominent settler critic, the outpost battle has revived debate about the dangers posed by ultra-nationalists.
Outgoing Prime Minister Ehud Olmert warned Sunday that an "evil wind of extremism" is threatening Israel's democracy. Without naming any specific group, he complained that extremists are undermining "the ability of those in charge in Israel to make decisions."
Despite Sunday's forceful words, Olmert and his predecessors failed to live up to a 2003 promise to the U.S. to take down dozens of outposts. Critics of the government also say Israeli police and military often ignore settler violence.
"The radical extremists in the right-wing camp understand that the government is just too afraid to confront them," said Yariv Oppenheimer, leader of the settlement watchdog group Peace Now.
The nearly 300,000 West Bank settlers are a heterogeneous group. They range from suburbanites in settlements near Israel, who moved to the West Bank for cheaper housing, to ideologues and radical "hilltop youth" who believe Israel must keep the territory for religious and security reasons.
The ideological settlers feel betrayed by Israel's 2005 pullout from Gaza, including the evacuation of some 8,500 settlers, and are determined to prevent a repeat in the West Bank.
Hard-liners have been gaining ground against more pragmatic leaders of the settlers' umbrella group, the Yesha Council, which has been negotiating with the government over the fate of the outposts. Two large regional councils, Samaria and Binyamin in the northern West Bank, last year elected leaders who oppose any compromise on the outposts.
Settler leaders say the "price tag" campaign started as a grass-roots effort several weeks ago, both to protect outposts and to send a message to Israel's leaders not to even consider a West Bank pullout.
Firebrand activist Daniella Weiss and regional settler leader Yitzhak Shadmi said it includes blocking roads and demonstratively entering Arab villages. "If this makes the security forces crazy, so be it," said Shadmi, a lieutenant colonel in the army reserves.
Both drew the line at attacking Palestinians or their property, but said they wouldn't dissuade others who advocate more extreme action.
Noam Federman, a well-known radical settler from the southern West Bank, said the tactic has been used at least four times so far, most recently on Sept. 18, after the removal of a small outpost, Yad Yair.
On Sept. 18, protesters punctured tires of army vehicles at the outpost. Later, Israelis set fire to fields near two Palestinian villages and torched a Palestinian home near Ramallah, the military and villagers said.
A June ad in a local newspaper of the Kedumim settlement also described the tactic. "During the removal (of a trailer from an outpost), roads were blocked in the area, and later many fires erupted," said the ad, signed by the Residents' Committee of the Samaria Regional Council.
"This is a true example of how the boundaries of the struggle are determined by the settlers," the ad said.
The Israeli human rights group Yesh Din has reported an increase in settler attacks on Israeli soldiers and Palestinians in recent months.
This comes in the context of years of Israeli-Palestinian fighting in the West Bank, including hundreds of attacks against settlers and periodic attempts by armed Palestinians to infiltrate Israeli settlements.
One of the hotspots is the Yitzhar settlement, overlooking the West Bank Palestinian villages of Assira al-Kubliyeh, Burin and Madameh.
Burin Mayor Ali Eid recited a list of settler attacks in recent months, including the burning of hundreds of trees and the firebombing of a house. A chunk of metal the size of a toaster sat on a table in his office, a fragment from one of nine projectiles he said have been fired at Burin.
Two weeks ago, Yitzhar settlers went on a rampage in Assira al-Kubliyeh, following an arson and stabbing attack that injured a 9-year-old boy from the settlement. Dozens of stone-throwing settlers, some firing in the air, smashed windows of several homes and overturned a car in the village. Six villagers were hurt, including a 17-year-old girl shot in the right arm. Yesh Din said Israeli soldiers did little to prevent the riot.
Police say they're still investigating and have not made arrests.
A week later, Israeli troops shot dead a 14-year-old Palestinian from Assira as he lit a firebomb near Yitzhar. Police say he was the assailant from the week before.
Yitzhar has long been considered a hotbed of militancy, an image the settlement's spokesman, Yigal Amitay, accepts with pride. "Yitzhar will always prefer to be in the position of the aggressor and not in the position of the victim," said the 42-year-old father of 10, sitting in his garden along a quiet street lined with small cottages.
The settlement has spawned six outposts where 45 of Yitzhar's 170 families live.
But Amitay said Yitzhar resident strike back only in self defense, accusing Palestinians of provoking conflict, such as by burning fields and agricultural equipment. He said some people in Yitzhar are involved in the "price tag" campaign, but didn't give details.
Officials would not comment on the new tactic, but government spokesman Mark Regev said vigilantes would not be tolerated and police say there have been some arrests.
The Settlers' Council is still trying to get a better grasp of the "price tag" tactic, said a member, Sara Eliash. In principle, she said, "it is very grave that people decide to exact a price from the state of Israel."
___
Associated Press writers Dalia Nammari and Assira al-Kubliyeh contributed to this report.
Copyright 2008 Associated Press.
==========================================================
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Israelis see barrier link to Jerusalem violence
by Dan Williams, Reuters 
Wednesday, September 24, 2008; 2:04 PM 

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Israel's West Bank barrier is fuelling attacks by East Jerusalem Arabs who feel isolated from fellow Palestinians and are increasingly likely to lash out independently, Israel's domestic spy service said on Wednesday. 
The findings by the Shin Bet, which has usually championed tough tactics against a Palestinian revolt that erupted in 2000, appeared to dovetail with Palestinian arguments that a peaceful resolution of Jerusalem's status is key to addressing the causes of political violence in the city. 
Citing a need to keep out suicide bombers, Israel has been erecting a network of fences and barricades in the West Bank which loop around Jerusalem. Palestinians see it as a de facto border designed to cut their political ties to East Jerusalem. 
"Awareness of the fence is creating a long-term estrangement between Jerusalem and the West Bank," the Shin Bet said in a statement, adding that some Palestinian attacks had been motivated by a grassroots desire "to ensure Jerusalem does not disappear from the political agenda." 
Israel captured East Jerusalem, along with the West Bank and coastal Gaza, in the 1967 Middle East war. It calls the entire city its capital, a claim not recognized internationally. Palestinians want a state with its capital in East Jerusalem. 
The Shin Bet does not usually issue such statements, but the city has seen a surge in violence against Israelis this year, including three ramming incidents by Palestinian motorists who were subsequently shot dead, most recently on Monday. 
The Shin Bet said it had found no ties between the drivers and Palestinian militant factions. 
"In the past, terrorists from East Jerusalem acted mainly as support units for attacks, usually under instruction by outside networks in the Gaza Strip (and) West Bank," the Shin Bet said. 
"In recent months we discern a change in that the terrorists from Jerusalem have been initiating terrorism without outside guidance." 
(Writing by Dan Williams, Editing by Giles Elgood) 
(C) Reuters
=======================================================================
=====Excellent article giving background info on Palestinian situation in E.Jerusalem=========
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/25/AR2008072500531.html
 

JERUSALEM BULLDOZER DRIVERS LIVE IN FEAR AFTER ATTACKS
 

By Mohammed Assadi, Reuters
Friday, July 25, 2008; 5:23 AM

 

 

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Palestinian and Jewish bulldozer drivers alike say they live in fear of being mistaken for attackers.

 

In less than a month, two Palestinian bulldozer drivers killed three Israelis and injured dozens after rampaging through Jerusalem's busy streets. Both drivers were shot dead.

 

"People have developed bulldozer-phobia," said Anas, a 23-year-old Palestinian driver who asked to be identified by his first name. "It is better to start looking for a new career."

 

Bulldozers are common sight across Jerusalem, where a light-rail system and other projects are being built.

 

Many of the drivers are Palestinians from Arab East Jerusalem, whose Israeli identification cards allow them to travel across the city and Israel, unlike Palestinians who live in the occupied West Bank.

 

For many Palestinians, bulldozers can be a symbol of Israeli occupation. The army uses them in the Gaza Strip and occupied West Bank. In Jerusalem, the municipality uses them to demolish homes constructed without hard-to-obtain building permits.

 

"Now the Palestinians are trying to fight the occupation by using its very tools," Palestinian analyst Hani al-Masri said.

 

Israel says only illegally built houses are demolished and maintains that difficulties getting building permits were no excuse for breaching the law.

 

The two strikingly similar bulldozer attacks in Jewish west Jerusalem have stirred Israeli fears that Palestinians in the city could easily strike again.

 

Israeli police have tightened security at road construction and building sites, checking the identification papers of bulldozer driver and other records.

 

"We have more patrols and have ... stepped up security since the last attack took place in Jerusalem in order to prevent this type of pattern," said police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld.

 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's spokesman, Mark Regev, said recent bulldozer and shooting attacks by Palestinians from Jerusalem appeared to be part of a "new phenomenon."

 

"We are looking at ways to better protect the Israeli civilian population of Jerusalem," he said.

 

Masri said Israel's barrier in and around the occupied West Bank may help explain why Palestinians from Jerusalem were involved in the attacks since it is harder for militants in the West Bank to reach their targets in the city.

 

Israel has deemed the two incidents "terrorist" attacks but have not established any links between the drivers and militant groups. Police say both drivers had criminal records.

 

An estimated 250,000 Palestinians live in East Jerusalem, captured by Israel in the 1967 Middle East war and annexed in a move not recognized internationally.

 

Although they pay Israeli taxes, Palestinians in the city complain of poor municipal and governmental services, harassment by police and a lack of employment opportunities.

 

But they do receive social benefits like all Israelis, including health insurance and unemployment coverage.

 

Both Palestinian bulldozer drivers lived in homes built without permits, and they and their families have been paying fines to the Jerusalem municipality, relatives said.

 

Palestinian analyst Zakaria al-Qaq said Palestinian frustrations in Jerusalem have risen to "unbearable levels." Ziad Hammoury, of the Jerusalem Centre for Social and Economic Rights, said this may be "fuelling such attacks."

 

Many bulldozer drivers say they are afraid to drive to work sites, fearing they will be shot if they get into an accident. "They will think that I am a terrorist and kill me," said Yoram Baliti, a Jewish tractor driver in Jerusalem.

 

Palestinian bulldozer driver Mahmoud Abu Anas said: "I feel like people are looking at me when I drive. I'm afraid. What if I have an accident. Now I drive much slower."

 

 

(Additional reporting by Adam Entous; Editing by Samia Nakhoul)
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LIST OF ARTICLES GATHERED THIS WEEK AND SORTED AMONGST TOPICS
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(1) Internal Palestinian politics (0)

======================================

===================================

(2) Internal Israeli politics (16)

===================================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  WORLD IN BRIEF: Olmert warns of extremism threat

From News Services

Monday, September 29, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/29/world.html

Chicago Tribune:  Israel's Olmert warns of 'ill wind' of Israeli extremism

By Joel Greenberg Tribune correspondent 

12:14 AM CDT, September 29, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-dispatch_greenbergsep29,0,2433423.story

Washington Post:  Around the World: ISRAEL - Olmert Warns of Extremist Threat to Democracy

From News Services

Monday, September 29, 2008; Page A14 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR2008092802622.html

Chicago Tribune:  Jewish site transcends borders

Arab e-mails about the Holocaust range from empathetic to critical, Tribune's Joel Greenberg writes

By Joel Greenberg Tribune correspondent 

September 28, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-holocaust-arabs_greenbergsep28,0,6024110.story

Chicago Tribune:  Radical Israeli settlers outline new tactic, Olmert decries 'evil wind of extremism'

By KARIN LAUB, Associated Press Writer

3:42 PM CDT, September 28, 2008

www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-palestinians,0,1004280.story

Chicago Tribune:  Israeli leader decries 'evil wind' of extremism following attack on settler critic

By KARIN LAUB | Associated Press Writer 

6:08 AM CDT, September 28, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ats-bc-ml--israel-palestinianssep28,0,1030654.story

Washington Post:  Olmert laments 'evil wind of extremism' in Israel

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press

Sunday, September 28, 2008; 4:41 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR2008092800491_pf.html

New York Times:  The World: Israel’s Demi-Greek Tragedy 

By ETHAN BRONNER

Published: September 27, 2008 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/28/weekinreview/28bronner.html?scp=3&sq=Israel&st=cse

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  Wounded Israeli warns of danger to democracy

Associated Press story 

September 26, 2008 - 5:55 a.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Professor_Wounded.html

Chicago Tribune:  Wounded Israeli professor says his assailants pose danger to democracy

By Associated Press 

4:55 AM CDT, September 26, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-professor-wounded,0,775520.story

Washington Post:  Wounded Israeli warns of danger to democracy

The Associated Press 

Friday, September 26, 2008; 5:55 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092600752.html

New York Times:  Radical Settlers Take On Israel 

September 26, 2008

By ISABEL KERSHNER

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/26/world/middleeast/26settlers.html?scp=5&sq=Israel&st=cse

Washington Post:  Blast Injures Israeli Academic Critical of Jewish Settlements

By Samuel Sockol, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Friday, September 26, 2008; Page A19 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092504583.html

Washington Post:  Israeli professor wounded in Jerusalem bomb attack

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Thursday, September 25, 2008; 10:57 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092500916.html

Christian Science Monitor:  Israel's slipping democracy

This beacon of freedom is becoming more like its authoritarian neighbors.

By Nir Eisikovits

from the September 24, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/0924/p09s03-coop.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  WORLD IN BRIEF: Likely new leader gets formal nod

From News Services

Tuesday, September 23, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/23/world.html

=============================

(3) Internal US politics (10)

=============================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  Where the candidates stand on the Israeli-Palestinian question

By BOB DEANS, Cox News Service

Monday, September 29, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared/news/stories/2008/09/ISSUES_ISRAEL26_COX.html

Washington Post:  The Debate We Want to Hear

DAVID MAKOVSKY, washington Institute for Near East Policy

Friday, September 26, 2008; Page 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092601064.html

Washington Post:  FOREIGN POLICY:The Elder Statesmen Speak - Who knew that Brzezinski and Scowcroft would get 

along so well?

Reviewed by Moisés Naím

Sunday, September 28, 2008; Page BW05 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092503441.html

Washington Post:  U.S. Has Achieved 'Victory' in Iraq, Palin Tells Couric

By Howard Kurtz, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Friday, September 26, 2008; Page A08 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092502171.html

Washington Post:  Bush meets with Middle Eastern leaders

By ROBERT BURNS, The Associated Press 

Thursday, September 25, 2008; 5:50 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092500258.html

Chicago Tribune:  Bush hails reconciliation efforts in Lebanon, expresses hope for deal on Palestinian state

By ROBERT BURNS | AP Military Writer 

4:50 PM CDT, September 25, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-bc-bush-mideast4thld-writethru,0,6495552.story

Chicago Tribune:  Bush embraces 'multilateral' vision in UN swan song

President casts aside go-it-alone approach he embraced early in his tenure

By Mark Silva | Washington Bureau 

2:53 AM CDT, September 24, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-un-bush-web-silva-sep24,0,1043166.story

Chicago Tribune:  U.S. talks with Muslims urged

New York Times News Service 

September 24, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-terror_wedsep24,0,3757801.story

Chicago Tribune:  Muslim group asks for probe of whether 'radical Islam' DVD is a front to help elect McCain

By ERIC GORSKI | AP Religion Writer 

7:18 PM CDT, September 23, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-rel-radical-islam-video,0,1475609.story

Washington Post:  Muslim group seeks probe of 'radical Islam' DVD

By ERIC GORSKI, The Associated Press

Tuesday, September 23, 2008; 8:18 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/23/AR2008092302865.html

=============================

(4) West Bank/Fatah News (7)

=============================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  No interim peace deal with Israel, Saudi says 

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Associated Press Writer

September 27, 2008 - 8:53 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_General_Assembly_Mideast.html

Chicago Tribune:  Saudi Arabia rejects any partial Arab peace deal with Israel, says could become permanent

By EDITH M. LEDERER | Associated Press Writer 

8:00 PM CDT, September 27, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ats-bc-un--un-generalassembly-mideast1stsep27,0,4878723.story

Washington Post:  No interim peace deal with Israel, Saudi says

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Saturday, September 27, 2008; 8:53 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/27/AR2008092702689.html

Washington Post:  Abbas vows to keep up peace bid but outlook bleak

By Matt Spetalnick and Haitham Haddadin, Reuters

Friday, September 26, 2008; 7:22 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092602303.html

Washington Post:  Israel's Livni meets Palestinian peace negotiator

By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008; 1:22 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/23/AR2008092301458.html

Washington Post:  Israeli president doubts peace deal by year-end

Sue Pleming, Reuters 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008; 12:53 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/23/AR2008092301325.html

Washington Post:  Palestinians win Livni pledge on talks

By Wafa Amr, Reuters 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008; 6:18 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/23/AR2008092301044.html

========================

(5) Gaza/Hamas News (1)

========================

Washington Post:  Activists postpone Gaza sail to defy Israel

Michele Kambas, Reuters

Friday, September 26, 2008; 8:41 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092601075.html

=======================================

(6) Lebanon/Hezbollah-Israel talks (0)

=======================================

============================

(7) Relevant Syria News (6)

============================

Washington Post:  Syria could be paying a price for moderating

By BASSEM MROUE, The Associated Press

Sunday, September 28, 2008; 5:50 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR2008092800789.html

Chicago Tribune:  Syria bomb may be sign it is paying a price for moderating as it tries to end isolation

By BASSEM MROUE | Associated Press Writers 

5:00 PM CDT, September 28, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ats-bc-ml--syria-explosion1stld-writethrusep28,0,7257614.story

Washington Post:  Car Bomb In Syrian Capital Kills 17 - Neighborhood Is Home To Many Iraqi Refugees

By Ellen Knickmeyer and Alia Ibrahim, Washington Post Foreign Service

Sunday, September 28, 2008; A20

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/27/AR2008092700644.html

Chicago Tribune:  Brazen car bombing kills 17 people in Damascus despite Syrian regime's tight security 

controls

By ALBERT AJI and BASSEM MROUE | Associated Press Writer 

1:36 PM CDT, September 27, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ats-bc-ml--syria-explosion9thld-writethrusep27,0,4767242.story

Washington Post:  Car bomb kills 17 in tightly controlled Syria

By ALBERT AJI and BASSEM MROUE, The Associated Press

Saturday, September 27, 2008; 3:43 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/27/AR2008092701509.html

Washington Post:  Car bomb near Syrian security base kills 17

By Marwan Makdessi, Reuters

Saturday, September 27, 2008; 2:52 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/27/AR2008092700646.html

======================================

(8) Relevant Iranian News (15)

======================================

Chicago Tribune:  Ex-leader: Support for Israel is perilous

September 28, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-iran_wor_bdsep28,0,909867.story

Washington Post:  Young Iranians Release Book Caricaturing The Holocaust

By Thomas Erdbrink, Washington Post Foreign Service

Sunday, September 28, 2008; Page A23 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/27/AR2008092702588.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  Iran denounces Western support for Israel 

By NASSER KARIMI, Associated Press Writer

September 26, 2008 - 8:39 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Iran_Jerusalem_Day.html

Chicago Tribune:  Iranian cleric blasts Western support of Israel during day of rallies commemorating 

Jerusalem

By NASSER KARIMI | Associated Press Writer 

7:39 PM CDT, September 26, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-iran-jerusalem-day,0,6140154.story

Washington Post:  Iran denounces Western support for Israel

By NASSER KARIMI, The Associated Press 

Friday, September 26, 2008; 8:39 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092601268.html

Chicago Tribune:  Ahmadinejad's puzzling 'friendly talk'

The Tribune's Hugh Dellios finds Iranian leader polite but prickly at breakfast gathering

By Hugh Dellios Tribune correspondent

September 26, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-iran-letter_dellios_26sep26,0,5478857.story

Washington Post:  Ahmadinejad speaks with church groups in New York

By Claudia Parsons, Reuters

Friday, September 26, 2008; 1:34 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092600200.html

Washington Post:  Rice urges U.N. to address Iran threat to Israel

Claudia Parsons, Reuters 

Friday, September 26, 2008; 1:02 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092601997.html

Christian Science Monitor:  Ahmadinejad to dinner? Furor ensues over religious groups' event.

The Iranian leader's appearance at an interfaith iftar meal, expected Thursday, divides the faith community.

By Jane Lampman | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor

from the September 25, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/0925/p02s03-usgn.html

Chicago Tribune:  EDITORIAL: Nuclear jabberfest

September 24, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chi-0924edit2sep24,0,2087925.story

Chicago Tribune:  EDITORIAL: U.S. talks with Muslims urged

New York Times News Service 

September 24, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-terror_wedsep24,0,3757801.story

Washington Post:  Accused of anti-Semitism, Ahmadinejad meets Jews

By Claudia Parsons, Reuters 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008; 8:02 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/24/AR2008092403103.html

Chicago Tribune:  Iranian leader blames U.S. wars for ills on Wall Street

By Richard Boudreaux | Tribune Newspapers

September 23, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-ahmadinejadsep23,0,5122538.story

Washington Post:  Iran's Ahmadinejad: US 'empire' nears collapse

By SLOBODAN LEKIC, The Associated Press

Tuesday, September 23, 2008; 8:26 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/23/AR2008092300088.html

Washington Post:  Ahmadinejad rails against Zionists, U.S. bullying

By Claudia Parsons, Reuters

Tuesday, September 23, 2008; 9:18 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/23/AR2008092303093.html

======================================

(9) Israeli Internal Apartheid - (0)

======================================

==================================

(10) West Bank Occupation - (10)

==================================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  Olmert says peace requires Israeli withdrawals 

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer

September 29, 2008 - 11:02 a.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Olmert.html

Chicago Tribune:  Israel's Olmert says peace means withdrawing in West Bank, Jerusalem, Golan Heights

By MATTI FRIEDMAN | Associated Press Writer 

10:10 AM CDT, September 29, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ats-bc-ml--israel-olmertsep29,0,4808671.story

Washington Post:  Olmert says peace requires Israeli withdrawals

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press

Monday, September 29, 2008; 11:02 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/29/AR2008092900882_pf.html

Washington Post:  Israel should quit most occupied land: Olmert

By Jeffrey Heller, Reuters

Monday, September 29, 2008; 1:44 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/29/AR2008092900530.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  Israel closes off Palestinian territories

Associated Press story 

September 28, 2008 - 7:03 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Closure.html

Chicago Tribune:  Israel closes off Palestinian territories for Jewish New Year; Palestinians denied entry

By Associated Press 

6:03 PM CDT, September 28, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-closure,0,1544646.story

Washington Post:  Israel closes off Palestinian territories

The Associated Press 

Sunday, September 28, 2008; 7:03 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR2008092802006.html

Washington Post:  Israelis see barrier link to Jerusalem violence

Dan Williams, Reuters

Wednesday, September 24, 2008; 2:04 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/24/AR2008092401990.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  WORLD IN BRIEF: Driver slain after ramming soldiers

From News Services

Tuesday, September 23, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/23/world.html

New York Times:  World Briefing | Middle East: Israel: Palestinian Driver Identified 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: September 23, 2008 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/24/world/middleeast/24briefs-PALESTINIAND_BRF.html?scp=6&sq=Israel&st=cse

================================

(11) Gaza Blockade - (4)

================================

Washington Post:  Activists postpone Gaza sail to defy Israel

Michele Kambas, Reuters 

Friday, September 26, 2008; 8:41 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092601075.html

Chicago Tribune:  5 Palestinians killed as Egyptians detonate smuggling tunnel on Gaza border

By IBRAHIM BARZAK | Associated Press Writer

6:50 AM CDT, September 24, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ats-bc-ml--palestinians-tunnelcollapsesep24,0,6115951.story

Washington Post:  5 Palestinians killed in Gaza-Egypt tunnel

By IBRAHIM BARZAK, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008; 7:41 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/24/AR2008092400751.html

Washington Post:  2 bodies recovered from Gaza-Egypt tunnel

The Associated Press 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008; 4:25 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/23/AR2008092301966.html

=======================================

(12) US Aid and Support for Israel (7)

=======================================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  Israel equips against Iran missiles: U.S. provides advanced radar system, help

By Matti Friedman, Associated Press

Monday, September 29, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/29/israel.html

Chicago Tribune:  U.S. delivered radar system, Israelis say

—Associated Press 

September 29, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-israel-us-radarsep29,0,4754457.story

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  Israeli officials say US provides advanced radar 

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, Associated Press Writer

September 28, 2008 - 12:05 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_US_Radar.html

Chicago Tribune:  Israeli officials say US provides advanced radar to improve defense against Iranian 

missiles

By MATTI FRIEDMAN | Associated Press Writer 

11:05 AM CDT, September 28, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-us-radar,0,3532530.story

Washington Post:  Israeli officials say US provides advanced radar

By MATTI FRIEDMAN, The Associated Press 

Sunday, September 28, 2008; 12:05 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR2008092800373.html

New York Times:  U.S. Army Deploys Radar System in Israel 

By ISABEL KERSHNER

Published: September 28, 2008 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/29/world/middleeast/29mideast.html?_r=1&scp=2&sq=Israel&st=cse&oref=slogin

Washington Post:  U.S. supplies long-range radar to Israel: officials

Ari Rabinovitch, Reuters

Sunday, September 28, 2008; 3:42 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR2008092800283.html

============================================

(13) International Law & United Nations (11)

============================================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  West, Islamic nations split at nuke meeting 

By GEORGE JAHN, Associated Press Writer

September 29, 2008 - 3:06 a.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/National/EU_Nuclear_Conference.html

Washington Post:  Israel slams fresh Arab move to isolate it at IAEA

By Mark Heinrich, Reuters

Monday, September 29, 2008; 2:07 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/29/AR2008092901430.html

Washington Post:  Iran lowers level of participation in IAEA meeting

The Associated Press 

Sunday, September 28, 2008; 8:42 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR2008092802332.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  U.N. urged to save Mideast peace talks

By PETER JAMES SPIELMANN, Associated Press

Saturday, September 27, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/27/mideast_peace_talks.html

Chicago Tribune:  Mideast peace takes center stage as Quartet meets at UN General Assembly on Friday

By MICHAEL ASTOR | Associated Press Writer

2:14 AM CDT, September 26, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ats-bc-un--generalassemblysep26,0,5350276.story

Washington Post:  New nuclear commission set to meet in Sydney

By ROD McGUIRK, The Associated Press 

Friday, September 26, 2008; 4:52 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092600501.html

Chicago Tribune:  Burundi ratifies global ban on nuclear test explosions; 145th nation to endorse

By Associated Press 

5:10 AM CDT, September 26, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-nuclear-test-ban-burundi,0,5657313.story

Washington Post:  Burundi ratifies global ban on nuclear test blasts

The Associated Press 

Friday, September 26, 2008; 6:10 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092600776.html

Washington Post:  IAEA Chief: Iran 'on path' to atomic weapon

The Associated Press 

Friday, September 26, 2008; 1:47 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/26/AR2008092602125.html

Washington Post:  U.N. Security Council to debate Israel settlements

By Louis Charbonneau, Reuters

Thursday, September 25, 2008; 7:09 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092502203.html

Washington Post:  U.S., Iran, others urged to join nuclear test ban pact

By Louis Charbonneau, Reuters

Wednesday, September 24, 2008; 6:21 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/24/AR2008092401980.html

================================================

(14) Cultural News Relevant to the Conflict (15)

================================================

Washington Post:  Israelis welcome Jewish New Year

By SHAWNA OHM, The Associated Press

Monday, September 29, 2008; 2:18 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/29/AR2008092901439.html

New York Times:  Courting Hitler 

September 28, 2008

By TOM SEGEV

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/28/books/review/Segev-t.html?scp=2&sq=Palestine&st=cse

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  Thousands cheer McCartney's Tel Aviv performance 

By JOSEF FEDERMAN, Associated Press Writer

September 26, 2008 - 9:30 a.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Recordings/ML_Israel_People_McCartney.html

Chicago Tribune:  Paul McCartney performs 'Friendship First' concert in Tel Aviv for thousands of cheering 

fans

By JOSEF FEDERMAN | Associated Press Writer 

8:30 AM CDT, September 26, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/sns-ap-ml-israel-people-mccartney,0,3545224.story

Washington Post:  Paul McCartney performs for thousands in Tel Aviv

By JOSEF FEDERMAN, The Associated Press 

Friday, September 26, 2008; 12:01 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092502544.html

New York Times:  Arts, Briefly: McCartney and Israel Make Peace 

Compiled by DAVE ITZKOFF

Published: September 26, 2008 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/27/arts/music/27arts-MCCARTNEYAND_BRF.html?scp=7&sq=Israel&st=cse

Christian Science Monitor:  Book Reviews: A Map of Home

A Palestinian-American teen is the narrator in this funny, moving, debut novel.

By Yvonne Zipp | September 25, 2008

http://features.csmonitor.com/books/2008/

Chicago Tribune:  Love, love him do? Some don't

By Ashraf Khalil | Tribune Newspapers

September 25, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mccartney-israel_25sep25,0,2629868.story

Los Angeles Times:  Paul McCartney concert in Israel touches a nerve

Pro-Palestinian groups urge him to boycott Israel, which banned the Beatles in 1965. He will perform there 

tonight for the first time.

By Ashraf Khalil, Los Angeles Times Staff Writer 

September 25, 2008 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-mccartney25-2008sep25,3,4477318.story

Washington Post:  McCartney wows fans with historic Israel concert

By Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Reuters

Thursday, September 25, 2008; 5:41 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/25/AR2008092503056.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  McCartney in Bethlehem: I'm carrying peace message 

By BERNAT ARMANGUE, Associated Press Writer

September 24, 2008 - 3:20 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Recordings/People_McCartney.html

Chicago Tribune:  Paul McCartney rejects criticism of Israel trip, visits Bethlehem, calls for peace

By BERNAT ARMANGUE | Associated Press Writer 

2:20 PM CDT, September 24, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/sns-ap-people-mccartney,0,53361.story

Washington Post:  McCartney in Bethlehem: I'm carrying peace message

By BERNAT ARMANGUE, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008; 3:20 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/24/AR2008092401721.html

Washington Post:  Paul McCartney visits West Bank with peace message

The Associated Press 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008; 1:04 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/24/AR2008092401533.html

Washington Post:  Rekindled Beatlemania greets McCartney in Israel

By Ari Rabinovitch, Reuters 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008; 1:26 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/24/AR2008092401113.html
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