The State of Middle East Reporting by US Media

Week:  September 16 – 22, 2008 


PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:


INTRODUCTION
This week the highlighted articles are (1) some important articles about the Palestinian situation which need support (covering Israeli policies concerning water and settlements in the occupied territories, and other restrictions which severely damage the Palestinian economy), and (2) two articles about the fourth Jerusalem attack by an E. Jerusalem Palestinian resident that give inadequate background information on the Palestinian point-of-view and thus making Israel look like the victim.

 

Directly below please find summaries of what we found in the six newspapers we monitored this week, and below that are the descriptions of the highlighted articles.  Both provide a multitude of online activist opportunities on behalf of the liberation of the Palestinian people through the education of the US media and by extension the US populace.

 

It is important to remember that many of these articles, and especially the wire service articles (Associated Press and Reuters) are distributed to hundreds and even thousands of newspapers beyond the ones we monitor.  So your comments extend far beyond these newspapers as well.


THIS WEEK'S  Activist Opportunities:
Our sample of six major mainstream US newspapers turned up the following articles relevant to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  The articles are listed with titles, authors, links at the end of the online version of this Action Alert at: http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20080922.doc
 

(1) Internal Palestinian politics - 0 articles
(2) Internal Israeli politics - 33 articles
(3) Internal US politics - 4 articles
(4) Abbas-Israel talks - 8 articles
(5) Relevant Hamas News - 0 articles
(6) Relevant Lebanon/Hezbollah News - 1 article
(7) Relevant Syria News - 4 articles

(8) Gaza Blockade - 0 articles
(9) West Bank Occupation -  8 articles

(10) Israeli Settlements - 1 article
(11) US Aid and Support for Israel - 2 articles

(12) International Law & United Nations - 6 articles
(13) Cultural News Relevant to the Conflict - 7 articles
(14) Miscellaneous News Relevant to the Conflict - 10 articles

 

Brief Summaries:
(Topic 2) Most of the focus this week was on the changing government in Israel.  Most of the articles published at least a sentence on the impact of this for the Palestine-Israel peace talks, which was not good large due to two factors - (1) Livni's coalition is dependent on participation from Shas which is opposed to any negotiations on sharing Jerusalem, and the strongest opposition to Livni taking over is from Likud, which is opposed to practically any negotiations with the Palestinians at all. Not a single article mentioned the problem with settlement expansion.

 

Other relevant topics covered were:

 

((Topic 3) The opinion of the Obama campaign that they need the Jewish-American vote to win the election, and thus their struggle to show that he strongly supports Israel.  The ironies of this are multitude considering Israel's violations of the principles and laws of democracy, equality and human rights.  But Obama is decidedly better than McCain who has 0 history of understanding or empathy or sympathy for the Palestinian cause or human rights in general.

 

((Topic 4)  Also important were more articles discussing the emergency of growing support for the one-state solution, as the settlements continue to expand and Israel undermines its negotiation partner - Abbas.  Especially important to this latter point was an article listed in Section 9 about a World Bank report largely blaming Israel for West Bank economic stagnation.

 

In fact all the articles in Section 9 and 10 have relevance to the Israel-Abbas talks because they all describe situations that undermine those talks from IDF incursions in the West Bank to the behavior of violent settlers to the continuing attacks in Jerusalem by Palestinian residents of E. Jerusalem.  And the varying quality of the reporting in this section are highlighted in this Action Alert.

 

((Topic 11) In section 11 is an important article about US military aid to Israel, but most important is an interesting article about how the US should send aid to Palestinian civil organizations other than just Abbas's government as the best way to support the development of Palestinian society.  This latter article is also highlighted in this Action Alert.

 

((Topic 12) Most important is the article describing Tutu's statement concerning the plight of Israeli civilians in the conflict.  Even though the article describes how Tutu criticizes Israel the most, a reminder of the principle of proportionality might be useful.

 

((Topic 13) MOst disturbing here is the description of a range of American celebrities participating in a Israeli birthday celebration to honor a colleague.  This article does not refer at all to why this might be controversial - Israeli oppression and exploitation and worse against the native Palestinian people of that area of the world.

 

((Topic 14) The two main topics covered here are the anti-Israel feelings in the Iraq government that have led to a backlash against an Israeli-friendly Iraqi politician and more anti-Israel statements coming out of Iran.  Again here there is no discussion of why these two countries might be hostile to Israel.

Contact info for the reporters, editors and newspapers producing the above articles are given below in the Media Contact Info section of this email.  Full information about these articles including links to them are found at the end of the online version of this Action Alert found at: 

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20080922.doc.


SPECIFIC ACTIVIST OPPORTUNITIES from this week:
3 Powerful Articles on the Occupation
The Washington Post has published an illuminating article on the inequitable distribution of water resources by the Israelis in the occupied territories which has brought great harm to the Palestinian communities and economy.  We should write the the author, Mohammed Assadi, his editors at Reuters, and the Washington Post and thank them for the article and support their printing the truth.  We could also write to other newspapers and ask them to print articles like this one that tell the truth about what is going on in the Middle East so that the US public can make informed decisions about US policy.  All media contact info is given below.

Washington Post: Water shortage cripples Palestinian farming
By Mohammed Assadi, Reuters 
Wednesday, September 17, 2008; 8:19 PM 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091703051.html
Below is a reprint of an excellent article about a report from the World Bank blaming Israel for the sluggish economy in the West Bank.  The article describes how Palestinians have done their part with political reforms and international aid donors have done their part in sending aid to the PA, but Israel has not lifted the restrictions as they agreed to, and the report also says that the security concerns claimed by Israel is clearly not the reason but can instead be blamed clearly on the needs of settlement expansion.  This news wire article was published in a number of newspapers.  The author, Karin Laub, Associated Press and the newspaper editors could need support considering the tons of negative responses they are probably receiving from Zionist readers.

Chicago Tribune: World Bank: Palestinians more dependent on foreign aid, amid sluggish economy
By KARIN LAUB | Associated Press Writer 
11:59 PM CDT, September 16, 2008 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-world-bank,0,3875213.story
This article is also found in the Washington Post at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091700174.html
Here is the third article deserving of support.  It describes Olmert's failure in controlling settlements.  It also describes how the settlements filling up the West Bank are making the one-state solution the only viable solution.  Sadly only the LA Times carried this article.  Contact info for the author and LA Times is given below.

Los Angeles Times: Ehud Olmert’s failed promises 
Israel’s prime minister had vowed to curb settlements in order to achieve peace with the Palestinians, but he lacked the political savvy to accomplish either goal.
By Gershom Gorenberg
September 20, 2008 in print edition A-21 
http://articles.latimes.com/2008/09/20/editorial_pages/oe-gorenberg20
 

2 Articles Portraying Israel as Poor Victim
 

Meanwhile, we are learning from the US media about another attack in Jerusalem by an E. Jerusalem Palestinian resident, and how this has terrorized Israeli society.  We are then told by the US media how the Israeli government has labelled the attacks "terrorism", but almost none of these reports have described what in Jerusalem would motivate such "terrorism" - thus the reports once again paint a picture of poor Israel being the victim of irrational senseless terrorist attacks.
 

This is biased reporting because the possible reason for the attacks is an important part of the situation and should be reported.  Below are copied articles from both Reuters and the Associated Press that were reprinted in numbers of newspapers and neither article gave almost any explanation why such attacks are happening.

 

The best example of how background factors can explain why these attacks are happening is found in an article written by Mohammed Assadi, and published on July 25 in the Washington Post.  This article is the last one copied below for you to read and even send to editors so they can see a good example of what we are talking about.  Its URL is:

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/25/AR2008072500531.html
 

The two poorly written articles from this week which we are disputing and which are copied below for you to read directly, are:

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: 13 hurt by vehicle attack in Israel; driver killed 
By MARK LAVIE, Associated Press Writer
September 22, 2008 - 5:33 p.m. EDT
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Attack.html
This article is also found in these two newspapers:

Chicago Tribune: http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-attack,0,5665314.story
Washington Post: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/22/AR2008092201848.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Attack.html" 
(2nd article lacking adequate background info)

Washington Post: New Jerusalem vehicle attack as Israel seeks govt
By Adam Entous, Reuters 
Monday, September 22, 2008; 6:12 PM 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/22/AR2008092202265.html


ISSUES & PRINCIPLES TO REMIND THE MEDIA ABOUT

There are four major principles to convey to the media which puts the details of the conflict and the actions of Israel in an accurate and unbiased and legal context - (1) Proportionality, (2) Historic Context, (3) Legitimate Rebellion/ Majority Non-Violent Rebellion, and (4) International Law Legal Perspective.

PROPORTIONALITY  -- some of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance are illegal and abhorrent to most (such as the rocket attacks on civilians), but they do not compare in severity or scope to the actions of the Israelis against Palestinian society such as the expropriation of 60% of the West Bank mostly for settling their own citizens on, the separation barrier which instead of being built on the border is built through Palestinian communities destroying homes and commercial districts and separating workers from their employment farmers from their farms, students from their schools, etc., all of which are built to surround and isolate Palestinian communities strangling them socially and economically, the extensive system of discriminatory laws within both Israel and the occupied territories which fulfills the legal definition of apartheid, the forbidding of millions of refugees the right to return to their own ancestral homeland, the harassment of Palestinians at approximately 600 checkpoints positioned throughout the West Bank which has also severely hurt the Palestinian economy and society, etc.

The disproportionate severity and the strategic timing and planning of the Israeli actions described above suggest to many people that they are not purely defensive but are actually aggressive and provocative under the guise of defensive action, and thus designed to rationalize the taking of land under the guise of self-defense. The most obvious example of this are the placement of the Israeli settlements within the large stretches of confiscated lands which are situated in such a way as to surround and isolate and strangle Palestinian communities and make the start-up of a viable Palestinian State virtually impossible.

HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE  --  the history of the conflict in the region is very important for understanding current events because it adds both additional background information as well as insight into the principle of proportionality.  For example:

(1)  The current generation of Palestinian Arabs are the latest generation of the indigenous people who have inhabitated the area of Palestine uninterrupted since about the 23rd century BC.  In contrast, the Hebrews established themselves around the 12th century BC and remained until about 135 AD when the vast majority were kicked out by the Romans.  A tiny minority however remained and lived mainly around Jerusalem up to the present.  The Zionist movement did not start arriving in Palestine until the latter half of the 19th century AD and consisted of modern European Jews.  Thus technically the Palestinian Arabs are the indigenous people of Palestine, and the Zionist Jews are an immigrant population, initially from Europe.
(2)  This conflict was clearly started by the Zionist movement which came initially from Europe to Palestine with the plan to start a Jewish State, because prior to their arrival, the native Jews of Palestine were a tiny minority that got along fine with both the indigenous Arab Muslim population and Christians.

(3)  The Zionist plan to start a Jewish State clearly violated the rights of the indigenous Palestinian people as laid out in the Balfour Declaration which denied them their political rights in their own homeland, and then the UN Partition Plan which took away 55% of their lands against their will (and gave them to a group of people who had initially come from Europe) violating their rights to live in their own ancestral lands.

(4)  To realize their goal of a Jewish Democratic State, the Israeli government committed a number of illegal actions - (A) forbidding the return of a huge number of Palestinian Arab war refugees, and (B) instituting a wide-ranging system of discriminatory laws against the Palestinian Arabs that remained in Israel.  Without these two factors, their goal of a Jewish Democratic State would have been virtually impossible - thus it is based on illegal actions and is thus an illegal structure.

(5)  In 1967, the Israeli government took over adjacent Arab lands claiming it was for the purpose of self-defense, but their subsequent practices and policies (many of which are illegal as described above) of flooding those lands with their own people while attacking (again for self-defense they claim) and strangling the native Palestinian communities (as described above) has created doubt about the truth of their claims of self-defense, and what their true motives are (expansionism), because largely due to the principle of proportionality.

LEGITIMATE PROTEST/MAJORITY NON-VIOLENT  --  because of the principle of proportionality and what has happened historically, the international community has labeled the Palestinian rebellion a legitimate liberation movement being waged against an illegal program of oppression and exploitation.

In addition, it is important to note that just because some of the tactics used by some of the members of the Palestinian rebellion movement are illegal, that does not de-legitimize the overall movement - every group has some wrong-doers just as every individual makes mistakes once in a while - that should be used to reflect badly on the whole.

This is true especially in light of the fact that the majority of Palestinians participate in legal non-violent demonstrations against Israeli oppression and exploitation.

INTERNATIONAL LAW LEGAL PERSPECTIVE  --  the historic and current actions and policies of all the antagonists in the Middle East conflict should be understood and judged within the framework of international law as adopted and applied and enforced by the United Nations.  As hinted at above, this understanding and judgment would lead to the following points:

(1)  Violation of the rights of the Indigenous People of Palestine to exercise their political rights and habitation rights in their own ancestral lands by the Zionist project as laid down in its basic supportive documents (for example the "Balfour Declaration" (1917) and the "UN Partition Plan for Palestine" (1947)) which violate the --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 13, 21
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), article 5, 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32

However it is important to consider the fact that the supportive documents for the Zionist project were all developed years before the development of formal human rights law, and by extension thus before the development of the laws protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, and thus the legal question arises - how does this affect the enforcement of those laws - to what extent are they retroactive?

(2)  The Zionists claim a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  This might be a legitimate claim, but it does not give them the legal right to violate the rights in any way and form of the indigenous people who have lived in that same land since before the arrival of the Hebrew people whom the Zionists claim connection to.

(3)  Violation of the basic rights of civilians to return to their homes and to then fully exercise their civil rights in their homeland including their political rights, as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 21
Geneva Conventions (1949), article 45, 46, 49
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 85(4b)
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007), articles 8, 10, 25, 26, 29, 32
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court.articles 7(1d & 2d),  8(2avii), 8(2bviii & xiii)

(4)  Violation of civil rights and equal rights of a group of people based on their religion as per --

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 2.
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 7(1h & 2g).

(5)  Violation of the basic legal principle that the acquisition of territory by force is illegal -- thus Israel's annexation of E. Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan into itself is illegal, as per --

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55

Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)

Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)

(6)  Violation of the principle that an occupying power must not settle significant quantities of its own civilian population on occupied lands, as per --

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(b)(viii)

 

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - 

 

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm
(7)  Practice of collective punishment (which is itself illegal) violating a wide range of human rights of an occupied people by a wide range of practices and policies such as the separation barrier being built through native communities, expropriation of occupied lands for the exclusive use of civilians of the occupying power, checkpoints unnecessarily interfering with social and economic discourse, home demolitions, unfair awarding of building permits, blockade of borders and setting of curfews on entire communities and closures of entire areas which often include commercial property such as farms, etc., as per

Geneva Conventions (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977) article 75(2d).
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2).

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - 

 

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm
(8)  Attacks on civilians even in service of a legitimate cause of rebellion are still illegal, as per --

Geneva Conventions (1949), article 33.
Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols (1977), article 51(2 & 4)
Rome Statute (1998) of the International Criminal Court, article 8(2bi & ii).

Based on these judgments, important questions arise:

(1)  What would the Israeli State be like without the commission and perpetuation of these illegal actions and conditions.  If we thus find that the goal of a Jewish democratic state is thus dependent on these illegal actions for its existence - what does this say about legitimacy of that goal?

(2)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their history of victimization wherever they have been in the world has thus required them to start their own state where they could build their own legal entity of statehood, and thus defend themselves behind legally sovereign borders.  But does this understandable goal legitimize their decision to then pursue this goal in a land that was already inhabitated by another people, and to subsequently violate the basic rights of those people, and thus disenfranchise them from their own ancestral lands?

(3)  The founders of the State of Israel claim that their people have a spiritual and historic connection to the land of Palestine.  But does this connection in the realm of the spirit and in the realm of historic study and feeling give them the right to pursue illegal actions violating the rights of the people who already live in that land thus leading to the disenfranchisement of that people whom have the same connection to the same land plus the added connection of continuous inhabitation since before the original arrival of the Hebrew people?

(4)  What would the state of the world be like without Israel? Note - the Israeli government has worked strategically against the will of the United Nations for 60 years since its beginning in order to get away with these illegal actions and policies, and thus it has set an example to other rogue nations how to do this, and thus it has severely underminined the legitimacy of that United Nations effort at international law and order and cooperation.  How would that institution and by extension the state of world peace and cooperation be different if that negative influence had not been harassing that effort.

(5)  The State of Israel is known for its industriousness and creativity - do these positives make its oppression and exploitation of the Palestinian people legal and excusable.

INFO RESOURCES ON THESE TOPICS
It is important to note that extensive resources on these topics are available on our website, and more are being added all the time. 

(1)  PALESTINIAN ARABS AS THE INDIGENOUS MAJORITY POPULATION OF PALESTINE:

- Proof of uninterrupted habitation of Palestine since approximately 2300 BC - article titled "Palestine" in the New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 25, pp.407-25) (2007) relates in detail the history of Palestine from Paleolithic Period (the old Stone Age) to the present.  The article relates that since about 23rd Century, BC, there has been continuous habitation of the area with no record at any point of de-habitation of any kind by this original population, initially called the Canaanites down to the present time.  So it can be assumed that the present generation of Palestinian Arabs is the latest generation of this original permanent population of Palestine.

- Proof of majority population status for the Palestinian Arab population of Palestine - please see the website for a list of demographic studies for the area.

(2)  INTERNATIONAL LAWS
- Full Text of International Laws named above can be found at -

All the different Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols of 1977 can be downloaded from:

http://www.un.org/issues/docs/d-peace.html
 

They can also be viewed in the following study guide:


www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm
 

The Rome Statute can be accessed from this webpage - http://www.icc-cpi.int/legaltools/ .  On this page, accept the Terms of Use, and then press on the link to "Basic ICC documents", and then press on the link for the Rome Statute (1-7-2000).

 

For details on these laws, please see the International Law study guide found at:

 

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/studyguides/sgil3.htm
 

You can also view the laws at:

 

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy55YWxlLmVkdS9sYXd3ZWIvYXZhbG9uL2xhd29md2FyL2xhd3dhci5odG0%3D
 

*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy51bi5vcmcv
*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

 

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1216428597703&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pY2MtY3BpLmludC8%3D --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

NOTE: The 1977 Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols mentioned above clarify and reinforce the 1949 Geneva conventions.  The 1998 Rome Statute of the ICC brings together in a single document all the basic international laws covering crimes against humanity and war crimes to facilitate prosecution in the International Criminal Court.  Clearly, Israel is in violation of this statute on a number of points including the settlements.

- Legal Analysis of Israeli Actions as Violations of International Laws -
Check the websites of these non-profit legal organizations in Palestine/Israel:

· Adalah: The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel
http://www.adalah.org/ 

· Al-Haq - defending human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1979
http://www.alhaq.org/ 

· ARABHRA - The Arab Association for Human Rights
http://www.arabhra.org/ 

· Association for Civil-Rights in Israel (English)
http://www.acri.org.il/english-acri/engine/index.asp 

· B'Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories
http://www.btselem.org/ 

· Gisha: Legal Center for Freedom of Movement
http://www.gisha.org/ 

· International Court of Justice
http://www.icj-cij.org/ 

· International Criminal Court
http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 

· Israel Law Resource Center
http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/ 

· US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation Legal Project
http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=160 

· Yesh Din: Volunteers for Human Rights
http://www.yesh-din.org/ 

Also, check out this Study Guide on international law: www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm
Our website also has extensive references on this subject.


CONTACT INFO FOR RELEVANT MEDIA
REUTERS:  all Reuters staff can be reached through the Comment Input Form found on the company website at --

 

http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead

Mohammed Assadi, Reuters (author, good article about water rights)
Charles Dick, Reuters (editor, good article about water rights)

Adam Entous, Reuters  (author, bad article about Jerusalem attack)
Jon Boyle  (editor, bad article about Jerusalem attack)

 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS:  all AP writers and editors can be contacted through the email address:  info@ap.com --

 

Karin Laub, Associated Press Writer (author, good article about World Bank report)
Mark Lavie, Associated Press Writer (author, bad article about Jerusalem attack)

Gershom Gorenberg (author, good article about settlements) -- gershomg@gmail.com or gershomg@iol.co.il

You can contact the pertinent newspaper editors at the following email addresses and Comment Input Forms:

 

ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION:   (published bad article about Jerusalem attack)

Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
Nation/World editor - Bill Steiden, bsteiden@ajc.com

CHICAGO TRIBUNE:   (published good articles about World Bank report, and bad article about Jerusalem attack)
Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@tribune.com
Letters-to-the-Editor - ctc-tribletter@tribune.com
LOS ANGELES TIMES:   (published good article about settlements)

Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com 

World News Desk - goto the Comment Input Form on the LA Times website found at -

 

http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News
 


WASHINGTON POST: (published good articles about water rights and about the World Bank report, and both bad articles about Jerusalem attack)
Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@washpost.com 
Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@washpost.com
  
Below is the contact info for the other newspapers we monitor, and who published articles listed in the general list of articles referred to at the top of this Action Alert, and which are listed at the end of the online copy of this Action Alert at:  http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/actionalerts/aa20080922.doc
 

(1)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
        Assistant Foreign Editor - Kenneth Kaplan - k_kaplan@globe.com
(2)  Christian Science Monitor   Letters-to-the-Editor - http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
        Foreign Desk Editor - Goto this page: http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
        Scroll down and choose - International Dept. Editor: David Clark Scott.

        This will lead to a Comment Input Form.  Write your letter to Mr. Scott here.

 

(3)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
        Foreign Desk - newsroom@denverpost.com
(4)  Miami Herald Letters-to-the-Editor -- HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
        World News Editor - foreigndesk@MiamiHerald.com
(5)  New York Times  Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com
        Foreign Desk Editor - foreign@nytimes.com
(6)  Philadelphia Inquirer Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        National/Foreign Editor - tsteacy@phillynews.com
(7)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
        Foreign Service and World Wire Editor - Jack Epstein - jepstein@sfchronicle.com
And here is the contact info for the other authors who's articles we found this week.

ASSOCIATED PRESS: contact -- info@ap.com
Ali Daraghmeh, Vanessa Gera, Steven Gutkin, Aron Heller, Alexander G. Higgins, George Jahn, Nasser Karimi, Derrik J. Lang, Edith M. Lederer, Jan M. Olsen, Nedra Pickler, Amy Teibel, Sameer N. Yacoub

REUTERS:  CONTACT --

Michael Conlon, Allyn Fisher-Ilan, Jeffrey Heller, Avida Landau, Alastair Macdonald, Joseph Nasr, Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Ari Rabinovitch

MISCELLANEOUS AUTHORS --

Dan Balz, Washington Post Staff Writer  - http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/articles/dan+balz/

Ethan Bronner, NY Times -- http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ethan_bronner/index.html

Greg Bruno, Council on Foreign Relations -- http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/articles/jackson+diehl/gbruno@cfr.org

Jackson Diehl, Washington Post, Deputy Editorial Page Editor -- 

Nazila Fathi, NY Times -- http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/f/nazila_fathi/index.html
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Water shortage cripples Palestinian farming
 
By Mohammed Assadi, Reuters
Wednesday, September 17, 2008; 8:19 PM

 
BARDALA, West Bank (Reuters) - In the plains around the village of Bardala, the Israeli-Palestinian tug-of-war over land and water plays itself out in vivid colour -- largely brown Palestinian farms border green fields owned by Jewish settlers.

 
Israel and the occupied West Bank have both been hit hard by drought, but Palestinian farmers say Israeli restrictions on their water supplies have made conditions far worse for them than for farmers in nearby Jewish settlements.

 
In many homes in the West Bank city of Jenin, water has been all but cut off since April. To cope, residents of Jenin and hundreds of villages get their water delivered by truck at sky-high prices.

 
In U.S.-sponsored peace talks over Palestinian statehood, disputes over water may be overshadowed by more sensitive issues like the future of Jerusalem and refugees. But Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat said an accord would be "unthinkable" without agreement on dividing up the region's water resources.

 
"If you want to have a state, you must have water," said Palestinian Water Authority chief Shaddad Attili.

In Bardala in the northern Jordan Valley, Ziyad Sawafta says he gets only enough water to plant eggplant, cabbage and other crops on half his 125-acre (50 hectare) plot.

 
To illustrate the disparity, Sawafta, a 60-year-old father of four, points to the thriving citrus grove next door, owned by the Jewish settlement of Mehola and fed with water through a network of irrigation pipes.

"We get only the ear from the whole camel. The rest of the camel goes to the settlements," said Sawafta, using a common Arab saying to illustrate how little water he receives.

 
Uri Shor, spokesman for the Israeli Water Authority, said Palestinians get more water than called for under interim peace agreements. He attributed shortages to Palestinians who he said illegally tap into the water system.

 
SCARCE WATER

 
Water has long been a scarce resource in the Middle East but the problem is more acute this year. Scant rainfall has further strained supplies already restricted by Israel, which largely controls the West Bank's three main aquifers.

 
Water Authority Chief Attili estimated Palestinian farmers in West Bank and Gaza need 250 million cubic metres of water per year only for irrigation, but they get only about 20 percent of that, or about 50 million cubic metres a year.

 
The total amount of water that Palestinians get from their own resources and from Israel is estimated at 205 million cubic metres annually.

 
"People and land are thirsty and we can do little about it," Attili told Reuters.

Palestinian officials say Israel controls some 50 West Bank wells, with a total capacity of 50 million cubic metres per year, directing it mainly to Jewish settlements, which house some 250,000 people.

 
The Palestinians control about 200 shallow wells in the West Bank, many of them drilled before the 1967 Middle East war in which Israel captured the territory. Those wells produce about 105 million cubic metres per year, but they are meant to supply water to 2.5 million Palestinians.

 
Attili says West Bank Palestinians supplement their own well supplies by buying up to 45 million cubic metres of water from Israel. Another 5 million cubic metres bought from Israel goes to the Gaza Strip, supplementing 50 million from an aquifer.

 
A big part of the problem for Palestinians, officials and rights groups say, is that the amount of water supplied by Israel, set by quotas in interim peace agreements in the 1990s, has not increased in line with Palestinian population growth.

 
"That is not fair," Attili said, adding that the shortages could be alleviated if Israel allowed his authority to drill two or three new wells in the West Bank.

 
But Shor, of the Israeli Water Authority, said permitting Palestinians to drill more wells could "ruin" the existing West Bank aquifers.

 
Israeli officials say Palestinians aren't the only ones facing water shortages. Underscoring its concerns, Israel's government has launched a public campaign to discourage residents and businesses from wasting limited supplies.

 
Abdel-Rahman Tamimi, head of the Palestinian Hydrology Group, said there was no comparison between the shortages facing Israelis and those facing Palestinians in the West Bank because some areas do not even have piped water and other areas suffer from irregular access to drinkable water.

 
He described the West Bank water crisis as "suffocating" because it affects both families and businesses, "whereas Israel is talking about reducing water for recreational purposes, such as ... swimming pools and lawns."

 
A recent report by the Israeli human rights group B'tselem said Israeli households consumed on average 3.5 times as much water as Palestinian households.

 
The group attributed the water shortage in Palestinian areas to what it called Israel's "discriminatory" policy in distributing water resources and restrictions on drilling new wells.

 
WATER TRUCKS

 
The shortages have translated into brisk business for water delivery trucks in several West Bank areas.

Jenin is connected to the water system but dwindling supplies have forced many there to turn to water vendors, whose prices have soared due to heavy demand and limited supply.

 
A recent U.N. report found that Palestinians in some of the hardest-hit communities were spending as much as 30 percent to 40 percent of their income on water delivered by truck. The Israeli Water Authority did not return several calls from Reuters to request similar information about Israeli consumers.

 
"I have never witnessed such shortage before," said Hussein Rahhal, a 73-year-old Jenin water vendor, as he stood by his truck in a long queue of similar vehicles waiting to fill their tanks. He added that some Jenin wells have already dried up.

 
His colleague, Hashem Abdel-Hafith, who nodded in agreement with Rahhal, said he switched off his mobile phone because he couldn't keep up with callers demanding water. "I kept answering: 'No water,"' Abdel-Hafith said.


In Bardala, home to nearly 2,000 Palestinians, farmers remember better days. Bardala had a surplus of water until the late 1970s when Israel drilled three deep wells next to the village's four shallow wells, causing them to dry up, they said.

 
Since then, Israel has reduced the amount of water it pumps to Bardala's farms, from 240 cubic metres per hour to 140, forcing many to slash production by up to 50 percent and to choose crops such as eggplant and beans that can survive on one watering per week.

 
Yousef Sawafta, another farmer from Bardala, said prices were falling because everyone in the village was planting the same drought-resistant crops.

 
"In the past, one could find all kinds of vegetables throughout the year. It is not the same any more," he said.

 
(Editing by Charles Dick)

 
© 2008 Reuters
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World Bank: Palestinians more dependent on aid
By KARIN LAUB
The Associated Press 
Wednesday, September 17, 2008; 12:59 AM 

 
RAMALLAH, West Bank -- The Palestinians are becoming more dependent on foreign aid, mainly due to a sluggish economy stifled by continued Israeli restrictions on trade and movement, the World Bank said in a report Wednesday. 

 
The bank's report was prepared for a meeting of key donor country representatives during the U.N. General Assembly in New York this month. 

 
The report counters a key assumption of international policy _ that the current massive aid to the Palestinians would stimulate their economy and make them increasingly less dependent on foreign money in the future. 

 
A three-year plan for Palestinian economic recovery was launched in December in Paris, and was based on three elements _ Palestinian government reform, a pledge of $7.7 billion in foreign aid through 2010 and a significant easing of Israeli movement restrictions. 


However, the bank said that while the Palestinians have moved forward with reform and donors have delivered significant sums of aid, Israel has only removed a few obstacles and its economic restrictions on the Palestinians have increased. 

"Aid and reform without access are unlikely to revive the Palestinian economy," the bank wrote. "As such, international manifestations of support toward a viable Palestinian state and institutions are incomplete insofar as they do not tackle Israeli economic restrictions in parallel." 

 

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor, who had not yet seen the report, noted in an initial response that security is key to any economic development. Israel has said its restrictions are aimed at stopping Palestinian militants who not only threaten Israelis, but also the moderate Palestinian government in the West Bank. 

 

Israel imposed the restrictions after the outbreak of the Palestinian uprising in 2000, in what it said was an attempt to thwart Palestinian bombing and shooting attacks on Israelis.
Since then, Israel built a separation barrier that slices off about 10 percent of the West Bank, and erected more than 600 roadblocks, checkpoints and other obstacles that make it difficult to travel within in the territory. 

 

West Bank goods are trucked to Israel and other markets through a cumbersome back-to-back system. Israel has also halted movement between the West Bank and Gaza since 2000, and deepened Gaza's isolation after the violent takeover of the territory by the Islamic militant Hamas in 2007. 

 

The World Bank said that while Israel has important security concerns, considerations not related to security also come into play. "Overwhelming evidence suggests that the current restrictions correlate to settlement locations and expansion," the report said. 

 

Palmor dismissed the report's comments on security concerns as superficial, saying Hamas militants continue to pose a threat to Israel and Palestinian moderates. 

 

The Palestinian gross domestic product grew marginally this year, by 0.8 percent, the bank said. However, the economy remains sluggish, with the GDP increase outpaced by an annual 2.6 percent population growth. Since 1999, the real per capita GDP dropped by 30 percent, the bank said. 

 

Donors contributed $1.2 billion so far this year to support the Palestinian operating budget, such as the government payroll. However, a total of $1.85 billion is needed for the entire year. 

 

The Palestinians' 2009 spending envisions only $1.3 billion in budget support, but "with the (Israeli) restrictions restraining growth, it is questionable whether the current level of budget support can be reduced," the bank wrote. 

 

From 2007 to 2008, the share of foreign aid spent on budget support grew from 25 percent to 28 percent of the estimated GDP of $6.6 billion. 

 

The bank also took the donors to task for not paying regularly and making it difficult for the Palestinian government to plan ahead. 

 

The bank noted that the economies of Gaza and the West Bank are drifting further apart. After the Hamas takeover, Israel and Egypt virtually sealed the territory of 1.4 million people. The bank, citing the Palestinian Federation of Industries, said the closure forced 98 percent of Gaza's factories to close. 

 

An informal cease-fire between Israel and Hamas in June has largely held, but has not led to a significant easing of the border closure, the bank said. 
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Ehud Olmert’s failed promises

Israel’s prime minister had vowed to curb settlements in order to achieve peace with the Palestinians, but he lacked the political savvy to accomplish either goal.

By Gershom Gorenberg
September 20, 2008 in print edition A-21 


With its broken promises and wasted potential for peacemaking, the era of Ehud Olmert is ending. On Wednesday, Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni was chosen to replace Olmert as head of the ruling Kadima party. Brought down by corruption allegations and stripped of his party leadership, Olmert is expected to resign as prime minister. After that, he’ll stay on as caretaker premier only until Livni can form a government.

At last Sunday’s Cabinet meeting, Olmert chose to end his term with the same message with which he began it two years ago. “The Whole Land of Israel is done with,” he said, referring to the dream of permanent Israeli rule over the West Bank. “There’s no such thing.” 

For most of Olmert’s life, the Whole Land was his dream. His father served as a Knesset member for a hard-line nationalist party, and Olmert followed him into the business. But five years ago, he stunned the nation by switching sides. To remain a democracy and a Jewish state, he said, Israel had to stop ruling over the disenfranchised Palestinians of the occupied territories. Otherwise, he said, Palestinians would give up on a two-state solution and instead demand the right to vote in Israel – and Jews would become a minority of the electorate in their own country. To avoid that danger, Israel would have to give up most of the West Bank.

In 2006, as head of the new, centrist Kadima party, Olmert was elected on that promise. Addressing parliament as he took office as prime minister, he stressed that his program was “partitioning the land” with the Palestinians. And he pointed out the key obstacle to pulling back: 
“Continued scattered settlement throughout Judea and Samaria … endangers the existence of Israel as a Jewish state.” 

Twenty-eight months later, however, Olmert’s plan has gone almost nowhere. He is engaged in an anemic negotiating process with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. Meanwhile, settlements “scattered throughout … Judea and Samaria” keep growing. Official Israeli statistics show 290,000 Israelis living in the West Bank today, an increase of 30,000 in two years. (Those numbers don’t include Israeli-annexed East Jerusalem.) According to Peace Now’s Settlement Watch team, 2,600 housing units are under construction in settlements across the West Bank. 

Settlements have one purpose: to prevent an Israeli pullback. Every new family that moves in stands in the way of Olmert’s declared goal of a two-state solution. 

Why has he worked so hard against himself? To start, Olmert has never faced up to the full implications of his own change of heart. For Israel to withdraw from the West Bank safely, it needs a peace agreement with the Palestinians. Since the collapse of the Oslo process, it’s been clear that the only viable basis for an agreement is the pre-1967 Israeli border, with minor adjustments. 

Olmert has avoided that hard reality. His aim has been a border roughly following the security fence Israel is building through the West Bank – and that cuts into Palestinian territory as it goes. A border that follows the fence would mean that Israel would keep about a twelfth of the West Bank, including the heavily populated “settlement blocs” where most settlers live, not too far across the line from Israel proper. 

So, while negotiations with Abbas stalled, Olmert’s government continued to build in settlements on the side of the fence closer to Israel. But construction also continues on the other side of the fence, in the very areas that Olmert was committed to giving up – in Kiryat Arba, next to the Palestinian city of Hebron; in Shilo, north of Ramallah; in Yitzhar, near Nablus. This is testimony to the momentum of the settlement movement and its continued support within the government bureaucracy. 

Ideologically motivated, intent on digging in, the settlers have taken the initiative to build. That’s no surprise. But the Housing Ministry still provides subsidized mortgages. The army protects settlers, even in the small “outpost” settlements established without government approval. Law enforcement bodies ignore homes that appear on the hilltops without building permits. An entrenched bureaucratic culture trumps orders from the top. 

It would take a politically strong leader to crack down on this. Olmert is weak. His Kadima party is a breakaway from the right-wing Likud, and he can’t count on support from his backbenchers. His governing coalition is flimsy. His public credibility was shattered by his disastrous decision to go to war in Lebanon in 2006 and by multiple investigations against him for corruption. Beyond that, there’s the matter of character: Olmert does not radiate determination. He offers cigars; he does not knock heads.

It is confusing to foreign observers that the pace of settlement construction has actually increased since the Bush administration held the Annapolis conference last year and offered support for Israeli-Palestinian negotiations. But the paradox makes perfect sense. With talks underway, ministers in Olmert’s party – and the premier himself – are eager to show that Israel will keep the settlement blocs. 

Meanwhile, activists in the settlements deep in the West Bank know that a peace deal threatens them and are responding by building more, making a pullout even more difficult. 

To be fair, Olmert has partners in this failure. His negotiating partner, Abbas, has been weakened since Hamas seized control of Gaza last year. 

And President Bush waited until the last year of his term to promote peace talks, and even then has only done so lackadaisically. So far, the negotiations’ only impact has been to provide a shot of adrenaline to settlement construction. Poor diplomacy has proved even more damaging than Bush’s previous neglect. 

Olmert has squandered the chance to promote his agenda. Worse, the legacy he has left on the West Bank hills will make it harder for the next prime minister to give up that territory. We can only hope that his words – in contrast to his actions – have made compromise the obvious choice so that his successor can act more forthrightly.

Gershom Gorenberg is the author, most recently, of “The Accidental Empire: Israel and the Birth of the Settlements, 1967-1977.” He blogs at southjerusalem.com.
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13 hurt by vehicle attack in Israel; driver killed
By MARK LAVIE 
September 22, 2008 - 5:33 p.m. EDT
Associated Press Writer

JERUSALEM — A driver plowed a BMW into a group of soldiers at a busy intersection near Jerusalem's Old City late Monday, injuring 13 of them before he was shot to death, Israeli police and the rescue service said.

Jerusalem police commander Ilan Franco said a soldier in the group killed the driver.

(
Israeli police and rescue forces are seen at the scene of an attack outside Jerusalem's Old City, late Monday, Sept. 22, 2008. Thirteen soldiers were hurt late Monday when a Palestinian plowed his car into their group at an intersection near Jerusalem's Old City, police and rescue services said. Jerusalem police commander Ilan Franco said the driver was shot and killed by an army officer who was in the group. Franco said the driver was a Palestinian resident of east Jerusalem, apparently acting alone. (AP Photo/Sebastian Scheiner) 

The driver was not immediately identified, but Franco said he was a Palestinian resident of east Jerusalem who apparently acted alone. Israel TV said the car was registered to a resident of Jabel Mukaber, an Arab village inside the city limits.

It was the third incident in Jerusalem in which vehicles apparently have been used as weapons in recent months. In July, two Palestinians living in Jerusalem carried out separate attacks using heavy construction machinery that killed three people and injured several others. Both attackers were fatally shot by police and soldiers.

Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak released a statement demanding a speedup of procedures to allow the destruction of homes of Palestinian attackers "to contribute to deterring potential terrorists." Several years ago, an Israeli Supreme Court justice ruled that destroying houses does not deter attackers and the practice was halted.

Ambulances and police units raced to the scene Monday night after the crash about 11 p.m. and quickly carried away the injured.

Police said two of the 13 injured were in serious condition while the others suffered light wounds. Doctors at the hospitals said all were conscious and were being treated.

Israel Radio said the soldiers, from the Artillery Corps, were on a tour of Jerusalem ahead of the Jewish New Year holiday next week.

An Israel Radio reporter described a large group of Jews, most of them ultra-Orthodox, chasing an Arab into the nearby Old City after the incident.

Police said the car rammed into the soldiers waiting at the intersection. Witnesses said the car ended up on the sidewalk near the intersection, which lies along the line between the Jewish and Arab sections of Jerusalem.

Since Israel captured the Arab section of the city in 1967, there are no barriers between the two sides.

Palestinians demand the Arab portion as the capital of the independent state they want to create.

Israel united the city under its rule weeks after the 1967 war, but in recent years some officials have shown a willingness to cede Arab neighborhoods to the Palestinians. However, sharing the city and its holy sites remains one of the toughest issues in Israeli-Palestinian peace talks.


Copyright 2008, The Associated Press.
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New Jerusalem vehicle attack as Israel seeks govt
By Adam Entous, Reuters
Monday, September 22, 2008; 6:12 PM

 

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - A car slammed into a group of Israeli soldiers in central Jerusalem late on Monday in what police called a "terrorist" attack hours after Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni agreed to try form a new Israeli government.

The Arab driver of the vehicle was shot dead at the scene, just outside the walls of the Old City on a road that divides Arab East Jerusalem from the Jewish west. Of 19 people injured, 15 were from the party of soldiers, police said.

Two of those hurt were in a serious condition, medics said.

It was third such vehicle attack on Israelis in the city in as many months. A police spokesman said a soldier and then a policeman fired at the driver. He lay dead in the road.

It happened hours after Livni was handed the daunting task of forming a new Israeli government following the resignation of Prime Minister Ehud Olmert over a corruption scandal.

After being invited by the president to form a new government, Livni called on her right-wing opponents to join a unity coalition.

There was no indication, however, that Benjamin Netanyahu, the former premier who leads the opposition Likud party, would drop his demand for an early parliamentary election instead -- an election which opinion polls suggest he could win with ease.

Livni was elected last week to succeed Olmert as leader of the centrist Kadima party, after he agreed to quit over a corruption scandal.

She faces a struggle to build a workable parliamentary majority from among the 13 parties represented in the Knesset. Until she does, Olmert will remain in office as a caretaker, pursuing peace talks with the Palestinians.

"My priorities are to try and form a national unity government and maintain the present coalition," she said. "Otherwise I will lead the Knesset to new elections as soon as possible."

The political uncertainty has dimmed even further prospects of an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal, which the United States had hoped Olmert and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas could achieve this year before President George W. Bush leaves office.

Livni has been chief negotiator with the Palestinians for the past year. Her Palestinian counterpart Ahmed Qurie said after she agreed to form a government: "We hope it will pursue peace talks seriously."

The immediate prospects for a deal on creating a Palestinian state seem poor. A return to power of the hawkish Netanyahu would be unlikely to improve them.

THIRD OF A KIND

Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld cited witnesses as saying the black BMW car deliberately drove into a crowd of soldiers standing on the pavement by a Roman Catholic religious building close by Kikar Tzahal -- Israel Defence Forces Square.

"A man in a vehicle struck a number of people in Kikar Tzahal," Rosenfeld said. "We can confirm it was a terror attack. The man was shot and killed."

The soldiers were on an educational tour of the city ahead of next week's celebration of the Jewish New Year.

In early July, a Palestinian rammed a bulldozer into an Israeli commuter bus, cars and pedestrians on one of Jerusalem's busiest streets, killing three people and wounding dozens.

The driver in that incident was shot dead by police and a soldier who climbed onto the vehicle.

Three weeks later, a Palestinian rammed a bulldozer into vehicles on a Jerusalem street on Tuesday before a visit by U.S. Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama, who condemned the attack and pledged to push for a peace deal.

The attacker wounded at least 16, one seriously, before he was shot dead.

In both those attacks, as it appeared in the latest, the drivers were Palestinians holding Israeli documents entitling them to free movement in Israel and Jerusalem. Most such people live in East Jerusalem and neighboring areas of the West Bank occupied by Israel in 1967 and annexed to the Jewish state.

(Additional reporting by Jeffrey Heller, Ari Rabinovitch, Joseph Nasr and Alastair Macdonald in Jerusalem and Mohammad Hassan in Ramallah, writing by Douglas Hamilton; Editing by Jon Boyle)

© 2008 Reuters
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JERUSALEM BULLDOZER DRIVERS LIVE IN FEAR AFTER ATTACKS
 

By Mohammed Assadi, Reuters
Friday, July 25, 2008; 5:23 AM

 

 

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Palestinian and Jewish bulldozer drivers alike say they live in fear of being mistaken for attackers.

 

In less than a month, two Palestinian bulldozer drivers killed three Israelis and injured dozens after rampaging through Jerusalem's busy streets. Both drivers were shot dead.

 

"People have developed bulldozer-phobia," said Anas, a 23-year-old Palestinian driver who asked to be identified by his first name. "It is better to start looking for a new career."

 

Bulldozers are common sight across Jerusalem, where a light-rail system and other projects are being built.

 

Many of the drivers are Palestinians from Arab East Jerusalem, whose Israeli identification cards allow them to travel across the city and Israel, unlike Palestinians who live in the occupied West Bank.

 

For many Palestinians, bulldozers can be a symbol of Israeli occupation. The army uses them in the Gaza Strip and occupied West Bank. In Jerusalem, the municipality uses them to demolish homes constructed without hard-to-obtain building permits.

 

"Now the Palestinians are trying to fight the occupation by using its very tools," Palestinian analyst Hani al-Masri said.

 

Israel says only illegally built houses are demolished and maintains that difficulties getting building permits were no excuse for breaching the law.

 

The two strikingly similar bulldozer attacks in Jewish west Jerusalem have stirred Israeli fears that Palestinians in the city could easily strike again.

 

Israeli police have tightened security at road construction and building sites, checking the identification papers of bulldozer driver and other records.

 

"We have more patrols and have ... stepped up security since the last attack took place in Jerusalem in order to prevent this type of pattern," said police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld.

 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's spokesman, Mark Regev, said recent bulldozer and shooting attacks by Palestinians from Jerusalem appeared to be part of a "new phenomenon."

 

"We are looking at ways to better protect the Israeli civilian population of Jerusalem," he said.

 

Masri said Israel's barrier in and around the occupied West Bank may help explain why Palestinians from Jerusalem were involved in the attacks since it is harder for militants in the West Bank to reach their targets in the city.

 

Israel has deemed the two incidents "terrorist" attacks but have not established any links between the drivers and militant groups. Police say both drivers had criminal records.

 

An estimated 250,000 Palestinians live in East Jerusalem, captured by Israel in the 1967 Middle East war and annexed in a move not recognized internationally.

 

Although they pay Israeli taxes, Palestinians in the city complain of poor municipal and governmental services, harassment by police and a lack of employment opportunities.

 

But they do receive social benefits like all Israelis, including health insurance and unemployment coverage.

 

Both Palestinian bulldozer drivers lived in homes built without permits, and they and their families have been paying fines to the Jerusalem municipality, relatives said.

 

Palestinian analyst Zakaria al-Qaq said Palestinian frustrations in Jerusalem have risen to "unbearable levels." Ziad Hammoury, of the Jerusalem Centre for Social and Economic Rights, said this may be "fuelling such attacks."

 

Many bulldozer drivers say they are afraid to drive to work sites, fearing they will be shot if they get into an accident. "They will think that I am a terrorist and kill me," said Yoram Baliti, a Jewish tractor driver in Jerusalem.

 

Palestinian bulldozer driver Mahmoud Abu Anas said: "I feel like people are looking at me when I drive. I'm afraid. What if I have an accident. Now I drive much slower."

 

 

(Additional reporting by Adam Entous; Editing by Samia Nakhoul)
 

© 2008 Reuters
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Chicago Tribune: Resignation breeds uncertainty: Foreign minister has small window, many challenges

By Joel Greenberg | Chicago Tribune correspondent 

September 22, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-olmert-greenberg_22sep22,0,5727341.story

Chicago Tribune: Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni gets formal approval to form new Israeli government

By MARK LAVIE | Associated Press Writer 

12:15 PM CDT, September 22, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-politics,0,3191119.story

New York Times: September 22, 2008

Olmert Quits Post, and Political Maneuvering Begins 

By ETHAN BRONNER

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/22/world/middleeast/22olmert.html?scp=6&sq=Israel&st=cse

Washington Post: Olmert Steps Down As Premier Of Israel

By Samuel Sockol and Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Monday, September 22, 2008; Page A10 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/21/AR2008092100200.html

Washington Post: Livni charged with forming new Israeli government

By Ari Rabinovitch, Reuters 

Monday, September 22, 2008; 1:32 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/22/AR2008092200767.html

Washington Post: Livni gets approval to form Israeli government

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Monday, September 22, 2008; 1:15 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/22/AR2008092201146.html

Chicago Tribune: Meet Tzipi Livni: She would be a smart pick for prime minister

September 21, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chi-0921edit1sep21,0,7335399.story

Chicago Tribune: Influx over, now individuals choose new life in Israel

By Aron Heller | Associated Press

11:29 PM CDT, September 20, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-immigrants-bdsep21,0,5498572.story

Los Angeles Times: Israel’s Olmert hands in formal resignation

By Associated Press

September 21, 2008 

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/09/22/news/fg-olmert22

Los Angeles Times: With Olmert gone, clock starts on Israel coalition

From the Associated Press 

1:42 PM PDT, September 21, 2008 

http://www.latimes.com/news/la-fg-olmert22-2008sept22,0,3112266.story?track=rss

Washington Post: Israel's Peres meets parties after PM Olmert quits

By Jeffrey Heller, Reuters 

Sunday, September 21, 2008; 6:34 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/21/AR2008092100192.html

Washington Post: Israel's Olmert to start handover to Livni

By Avida Landau, Reuters 

Saturday, September 20, 2008; 2:51 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/20/AR2008092000896.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Tough talks begin to form Israel coalition

Small party could hold big cards

By Amy Teibel, Associated Press

Friday, September 19, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/19/mideast.html

Chicago Tribune: Victorious Livni begins coalition talks

September 19, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-livni-worsep19,0,1791808.story

Christian Science Monitor: Israel's next big hope

Livni's victory as head of the ruling party help cut the despair among Israelis.

By the Monitor's Editorial Board

from the September 19, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/0919/p08s01-comv.html

New York Times: September 19, 2008

Israel’s Livni to Begin Coalition Talks 

By ETHAN BRONNER

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/19/world/middleeast/19israel.html?_r=1&scp=2&sq=Israel&st=cse&oref=slogin

Washington Post: Livni seeks unity after contentious Israeli vote

By Joseph Nasr, Reuters 

Friday, September 19, 2008; 6:31 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/19/AR2008091900689.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Vote bolsters peace hopes

Exit polls indicate Livni win in Israel

By Steven Gutkin, Associated Press

Thursday, September 18, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/18/mideast.html

Chicago Tribune: Israel's Livni victorious in race for top party job

By Joel Greenberg | Chicago Tribune correspondent 

1:49 AM CDT, September 18, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-tzipi-livnisep18,0,7866647.story

New York Times: September 18, 2008

Israel’s Foreign Minister Wins in Party Election 

By ETHAN BRONNER

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/18/world/middleeast/18israel.html?scp=3&sq=Israel&st=cse

Washington Post: Tzipi Livni Wins Party Vote in Israel

Foreign Minister Has Chance to Be Country's First Female Premier in 34 Years

By Samuel Sockol and Griff Witte, Washington Post Foreign Service 

Thursday, September 18, 2008; Page A13

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091702365.html

Washington Post: Israel FM declares victory in Kadima party race

By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Thursday, September 18, 2008; 2:51 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091700355.html

Washington Post: Ultra-Orthodox party emerging as Israel kingmaker

By AMY TEIBEL, The Associated Press 

Thursday, September 18, 2008; 3:12 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/18/AR2008091800185.html

Washington Post: New Israeli leader Livni starts coalition talks

By Alastair Macdonald and Adam Entous, Reuters 

Thursday, September 18, 2008; 3:24 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/18/AR2008091800277.html

Christian Science Monitor: To succeed Olmert, Israel's Mofaz opts for macho politics

But the ruling Kadima Party, which votes on a new leader Wednesday, may not buy into the former army chief's security policy. 

By Joshua Mitnick | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the September 17, 2008 edition

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/0918/p04s01-wome.html

Los Angeles Times: Israel’s Kadima voting for a new leader 

Two members of the Cabinet of Prime Minister Ehud Olmert – Tzipi Livni and Shaul Mofaz – are the chief candidates to succeed him at the centrist party’s helm. 

By Ashraf Khalil

September 17, 2008 in print edition A-4 

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/09/17/news/fg-kadima17

Washington Post: Livni narrowly wins party vote, eyes Israel PM job

By Allyn Fisher-Ilan and Ari Rabinovitch, Reuters 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008; 11:41 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091700891.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Next steps after Kadima primary election

September 17, 2008 - 2:09 p.m. EDT, By The Associated Press

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Politics_Glance.html

Chicago Tribune: How the Israeli process unfolds: Next steps after Kadima Party primary election

By The Associated Press 

1:09 PM CDT, September 17, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-politics-glance,0,5691804.story

Washington Post: Next steps after Kadima primary election

By The Associated Press

Wednesday, September 17, 2008; 2:09 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091701961.html

Chicago Tribune: Israeli polls close with Livni ahead

With the margin slim, rival calls for recount

By Ethan Bronner | New York Times News Service 

10:36 PM CDT, September 17, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israelsep18,0,2650431.story

Chicago Tribune: Tzipi Livni: A fresh face for Israel?

Foreign minister is said to be determined to solve the Palestinian conflict, but with less macho bluster

By Joel Greenberg | Chicago Tribune correspondent 

September 17, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel-livni_greenbergsep17,0,2304629.story

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Jerusalem religious conflict pits Jew against Jew

By ROBERT W. GEE

Tuesday, September 16, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared/news/stories/2008/09/ISRAEL_RELIGIOUS14_PBP.html

=============================

(3) Internal US politics (4)

=============================

Washington Post: Obama Hopes to Reverse Party Fortunes in Vote-Rich Fla.

By Dan Balz, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Sunday, September 21, 2008; Page A08 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/20/AR2008092001916.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: GOP Jewish group compares Obama to Buchanan

By NEDRA PICKLER, Associated Press

Thursday, September 18, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/18/obama_israel.html

Chicago Tribune: Republican group tries to turn Jewish voters against Obama; comparing him to Buchanan

By NEDRA PICKLER | Associated Press Writer 

6:11 PM CDT, September 17, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-obama-jewish-voters,0,5299722.story

Washington Post: GOP group compares Obama to Buchanan

By NEDRA PICKLER, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008; 7:11 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091702446.html

===========================

(4) Abbas-Israel talks (8)

===========================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Palestinians despairing of independence effort 

By STEVEN GUTKIN, Associated Press Writer

September 20, 2008 - 2:27 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Mideast_One_State.html

Chicago Tribune: Some despairing Palestinians call for merger with Israel and struggle for equal rights

By STEVEN GUTKIN | Associated Press Writer 

1:27 PM CDT, September 20, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-mideast-one-state,0,2995559.story

Washington Post: Palestinians despairing of independence effort

By STEVEN GUTKIN, The Associated Press 

Saturday, September 20, 2008; 2:27 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/20/AR2008092000536.html

about growing interest in the one-state solution.

Los Angeles Times: Ehud Olmert’s failed promises 

Israel’s prime minister had vowed to curb settlements in order to achieve peace with the Palestinians, but he lacked the political savvy to accomplish either goal.

By Gershom Gorenberg

September 20, 2008 in print edition A-21 

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/09/20/editorial_pages/oe-gorenberg20

Chicago Tribune: President Bush brings Palestinian leader Abbas to White House amid fading hopes for peace deal

By Associated Press 

2:14 PM CDT, September 19, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-ap-bush-abbas,0,3953051.story

Washington Post: Bush to talk Mideast peace with Palestinian leader

The Associated Press 

Friday, September 19, 2008; 3:14 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/19/AR2008091902365.html

Washington Post: Bush, Abbas to meet at White House next week

Reuters 

Friday, September 19, 2008; 6:44 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/19/AR2008091903180.html

Washington Post: Olmert, Abbas sit down to discuss peace efforts

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Tuesday, September 16, 2008; 5:57 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/16/AR2008091601330.html

===========================

(5) Hamas-Israel talks (0)

===========================

=======================================

(6) Lebanon/Hezbollah-Israel talks (1)

=======================================

Washington Post: Christian factions clash in north Lebanon, 2 dead

Reuters 

Tuesday, September 16, 2008; 10:17 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/16/AR2008091603597.html

===========================

(7) Syria-Israel talks (4)

===========================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Diplomats: Syria passes 1st test of nuclear probe 

By GEORGE JAHN, Associated Press Writer

September 20, 2008 - 4:38 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/EU_Nuclear_Syria.html

Washington Post: Diplomats: Syria passes 1st test of nuclear probe

By GEORGE JAHN, The Associated Press 

Saturday, September 20, 2008; 4:38 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/20/AR2008092001601.html

Washington Post: Turkey's Near Abroad, and Russia

Greg Bruno, Council on Foreign Relations 

Friday, September 19, 2008; 9:22 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/19/AR2008091901080.html

Turkey is an important peace-maker in the region (Syria-Israel talks) but its main economic connection is to Russia.

Washington Post: Israel postpones new round of Syria peace talks

By Khaled Yacoub Oweis, Reuters 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008; 9:57 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091700572.html
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(8) Gaza Blockade (0)

======================

=============================

(9) West Bank Occupation (8)

=============================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: 13 hurt by vehicle attack in Israel; driver killed 

By MARK LAVIE, Associated Press Writer

September 22, 2008 - 5:33 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Israel_Attack.html

Chicago Tribune: Car injures 13 pedestrians in Israel's latest vehicle attack; driver reported shot to death

By MARK LAVIE | Associated Press Writer 

4:33 PM CDT, September 22, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-israel-attack,0,5665314.story

Washington Post: 13 hurt by vehicle attack in Israel; driver killed

By MARK LAVIE, The Associated Press 

Monday, September 22, 2008; 5:33 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/22/AR2008092201848.html

Washington Post: New Jerusalem vehicle attack as Israel seeks govt

By Adam Entous, Reuters 

Monday, September 22, 2008; 6:12 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/22/AR2008092202265.html

Washington Post: Palestinian woman dies during Israeli raid on West Bank

Reuters 

Saturday, September 20, 2008; 7:47 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/20/AR2008092000417.html

Result of a IDF raid which Abbas is protesting as undermining him.

Washington Post: Water shortage cripples Palestinian farming

By Mohammed Assadi, Reuters 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008; 8:19 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091703051.html

Chicago Tribune: World Bank: Palestinians more dependent on foreign aid, amid sluggish economy

By KARIN LAUB | Associated Press Writer 

11:59 PM CDT, September 16, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-palestinians-world-bank,0,3875213.story

Washington Post: World Bank: Palestinians more dependent on aid

By KARIN LAUB, The Associated Press 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008; 12:59 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091700174.html

Reason for dependence is Israeli restrictions on movement and trade.

=============================

(10) Israeli Settlements (1)

=============================

Washington Post: Army says troops kill Palestinian with firebomb

By ALI DARAGHMEH, The Associated Press 

Saturday, September 20, 2008; 6:55 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/20/AR2008092000712.html

Part of conflict between extremist Israeli settlers and nearby Palestinian villages.  Also mentions growing interest in one-state solution.

=======================================

(11) US Aid and Support for Israel (2)

=======================================

Washington Post: A Peace From the Bottom Up

By Jackson Diehl

Monday, September 22, 2008; Page A15 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/21/AR2008092101126.html

Proposes the solution is to boost a healthy and robust Palestinian civil society.

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Pentagon set to sell Israel smart bombs

Bunker-busters can destroy hidden arsenals

By Amy Teibel, Associated Press

Tuesday, September 16, 2008

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/16/israel.html

============================================

(12) International Law & United Nations (6)

============================================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: UN envoy says Mideast peace efforts at crossroads 

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Associated Press Writer

September 18, 2008 - 6:06 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_Palestinians_Israel.html

Chicago Tribune: UN envoy says Mideast peace efforts at crossroads, urges decisive advances by end of year

By EDITH M. LEDERER | Associated Press Writer 

5:06 PM CDT, September 18, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-palestinians-israel,0,6534609.story

Washington Post: UN envoy says Mideast peace efforts at crossroads

By EDITH M. LEDERER, The Associated Press 

Thursday, September 18, 2008; 6:06 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/18/AR2008091802879.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Tutu urges UN body to show concern for Israelis 

By ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS, Associated Press Writer

September 18, 2008 - 11:04 a.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/UN_UN_Rights_Israel.html

Chicago Tribune: Tutu urges UN rights council to show same concern for Israelis as Palestinians

By ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS | Associated Press Writer 

10:04 AM CDT, September 18, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-un-un-rights-israel,0,4625916.story

Washington Post: Tutu urges UN body to show concern for Israelis

By ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS, The Associated Press 

Thursday, September 18, 2008; 11:04 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/18/AR2008091800766.html

Tutu critism for Israel was stronger because of the principle of proportionality.

================================================

(13) Cultural News Relevant to the Conflict (7)

================================================

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Seal, Serena Williams attend Israel event 

By DERRIK J. LANG | AP Entertainment Writer 

September 19, 2008 - 6:05 a.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Other_Entertainment/Celeb_Israel_Anniversary.html

Chicago Tribune: Seal, Warren Beatty and other celebrities attend Israel anniversary event in Hollywood

By DERRIK J. LANG | AP Entertainment Writer 

5:06 AM CDT, September 19, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/sns-ap-celeb-israel-anniversary,0,3158915.story

Washington Post: Seal, Serena Williams attend Israel event

By DERRIK J. LANG, The Associated Press 

Friday, September 19, 2008; 6:05 AM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/19/AR2008091900478.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: From News Services

Friday, September 19, 2008

WORLD IN BRIEF: T-shirts run afoul of anti-terror law

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/19/world.html

Chicago Tribune: 6 who sold T-shirts to raise funds for Colombian guerrillas, Palestinian militants, convicted

By JAN M. OLSEN | Associated Press Writer 

2:07 PM CDT, September 18, 2008

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-denmark-colombia-farc,0,1526201.story

Washington Post: Danes who sold T-shirts for militants convicted

By JAN M. OLSEN, The Associated Press 

Thursday, September 18, 2008; 3:06 PM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/18/AR2008091802029.html

Christian Science Monitor: Ethiopian Jews act out their journey to Israel

'Roots Theater’ gives voice to the women of the epic flight.

By Danna Harman | Correspondet / September 18, 2008 edition

http://features.csmonitor.com/backstory/2008/09/18/ethiopian-jews-act-out-their-journey-to-israel/

==================================================

(14) Miscellaneous News Relevant to the Conflict (10)

==================================================

Washington Post: US aims to boost aid to Jordan

The Associated Press 

Monday, September 22, 2008; 6:14 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/22/AR2008092202183.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Iraqi's warmth to Israel exacts a heavy price 

By SAMEER N. YACOUB and VANESSA GERA, Associated Press Writers 

September 21, 2008 - 10:39 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Iraq_Friend_of_Israel.html

Chicago Tribune: AP Interview: Maverick Iraqi lawmaker pays a high price for advocating peace with Israel

By SAMEER N. YACOUB and VANESSA GERA | Associated Press Writers 

9:39 PM CDT, September 21, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-iraq-friend-of-israel,0,172920.story

Washington Post: Iraqi's warmth to Israel exacts a heavy price

By SAMEER N. YACOUB and VANESSA GERA, The Associated Press 

Sunday, September 21, 2008; 10:39 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/21/AR2008092100681.html

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: From News Services

Saturday, September 20, 2008

WORLD IN BRIEF: Ayatollah harshly criticizes Israel

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/09/20/world.html

New York Times: September 19, 2008

Iran’s President Denies Hostility to Israelis 

By NAZILA FATHI

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/19/world/middleeast/19iran.html?scp=5&sq=Israel&st=cse

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Ahmadinejad says Israel won't survive 

By NASSER KARIMI, Associated Press Writer 

September 18, 2008 - 12:17 p.m. EDT

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/ML_Iran_Ahmadinejad_Israel.html

Chicago Tribune: Ahmadinejad: The idea of Israel _ whether 'Greater' or 'Lesser' _ will not survive

By NASSER KARIMI | Associated Press Writer 

11:17 AM CDT, September 18, 2008 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-iran-ahmadinejad-israel,0,784634.story

Washington Post: Ahmadinejad says Israel won't survive

By NASSER KARIMI, The Associated Press 

Thursday, September 18, 2008; 12:17 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/18/AR2008091801632.html

Washington Post: Anti-Jew, Muslim attitudes rise in Europe: survey

By Michael Conlon, Religion Writer, Reuters 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008; 2:06 PM 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/17/AR2008091701915.html

===========================================

(Topic 2) Most of the focus this week was on the changing government in Israel.  Most of the articles published at least a sentence on the impact of this for the Palestine-Israel peace talks, which was not good large due to two factors - (1) Livni's coalition is dependent on participation from Shas which is opposed to any negotiations on sharing Jerusalem, and the strongest opposition to Livni taking over is from Likud, which is opposed to practically any negotiations with the Palestinians at all. Not a single article mentioned the problem with settlement expansion.

Other relevant topics covered were:

((Topic 3) The opinion of the Obama campaign that they need the Jewish-American vote to win the election, and thus their struggle to show that he strongly supports Israel.  The ironies of this are multitude considering Israel's violations of the principles and laws of democracy, equality and human rights.  But Obama is decidedly better than McCain who has 0 history of understanding or empathy or sympathy for the Palestinian cause or human rights in general.

((Topic 4)  Also important were more articles discussing the emergency of growing support for the one-state solution, as the settlements continue to expand and Israel undermines its negotiation partner - Abbas.  Especially important to this latter point was an article listed in Section 9 about a World Bank report largely blaming Israel for West Bank economic stagnation.

In fact all the articles in Section 9 and 10 have relevance to the Israel-Abbas talks because they all describe situations that undermine those talks from IDF incursions in the West Bank to the behavior of violent settlers to the continuing attacks in Jerusalem by Palestinian residents of E. Jerusalem.  And the varying quality of the reporting in this section are highlighted in this Action Alert.

((Topic 11) In section 11 is an important article about US military aid to Israel, but most important is an interesting article about how the US should send aid to Palestinian civil organizations other than just Abbas's government as the best way to support the development of Palestinian society.  This latter article is also highlighted in this Action Alert.

((Topic 12) Most important is the article describing Tutu's statement concerning the plight of Israeli civilians in the conflict.  Even though the article describes how Tutu criticizes Israel the most, a reminder of the principle of proportionality might be useful.

((Topic 13) MOst disturbing here is the description of a range of American celebrities participating in a Israeli birthday celebration to honor a colleague.  This article does not refer at all to why this might be controversial - Israeli oppression and exploitation and worse against the native Palestinian people of that area of the world.

((Topic 14) The two main topics covered here are the anti-Israel feelings in the Iraq government that have led to a backlash against an Israeli-friendly Iraqi politician and more anti-Israel statements coming out of Iran.  Again here there is no discussion of why these two countries might be hostile to Israel.

