PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone:

 

It has been a bad 3 weeks in the news for Israel:
 

(Aug. 4)  Israel blackmails sick people into spying in exchange for medicine.

(Aug. 2)  Israel uses inhumane methods to win demographic race in Jerusalem

(Jul. 31)  Bad publicity about the separation wall in the West Bank

(Jul 30) 10-year old boy killed in protest against the wall

(Jul 27)  Palestinians deprived of adequate water supplies

(Jul 27)  Israeli policies undermining Abbas

(Jul 25)  Israeli settlers attack Palestinian civilians

(Jul 24)  New settlements far from Israel

(Jul 21)  Israeli soldiers shoot Palestinian captive in foot

 

And many of these articles describe other Israeli transgressions as well.

 

Our challenge is to --

 

(1)  Get a pro-Palestine letter published expressing a point-of-view in support of the struggle for Palestinian liberation.

 

(2)  express support to the reporters and news outlets that had the courage to publish these reports, 

 

(3)  to balance out the volumes of Zionist letters full of outrage they are probably receiving claiming bias and probably untruths about the conflict and the Palestinian people.  

 

(4)  Remind the media of the following principles relating to accurate reporting about the conflict between Israel and the Palestinian people --

 

* PROPORTIONALITY - It would probably be valuable to remind these reporters and editors and news outlets about the principle of "proportionality" -  that if more negative articles about Israel are being published because Israel is actually doing more negative things, then that is not biased reporting, but is actually an accurate portrayal of the situation - which the public needs in order to form an accurate perception of the situation, in order to make constructive and effective decisions.

 

* HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE - We could take this opportunity to remind the media that these are not isolated incidents, but part of a wider trend in Israeli policies and practices, which are in violation of international law.

 

* ACCURATE THOROUGHNESS - the truth about the pro-Palestine movement is that the majority of pro-Palestinian actions are non-violent... that you cannot judge a movement by just one poorly chosen tactic.  A truly accurate picture of the pro-Palestine movement would portray its majority non-violent nature, and the media picture currently being promoted that the movement is dominated by violence and anti-Semitism is inaccurate and actually serves the purposes of the other side.

 

* IMPORTANCE OF INTERNATIONAL LAW - international laws are not just abstract ideals, but represent real prerequisites for peace and cooperation, and their violation represents real suffering and deprivation that need resolution if there is to be genuine lasting peace.

 

Below you will find the many newspapers that published copies of these articles, and the contact information to write to the many authors and newspapers and editors involved in their publications.

 

 

LIST OF ARTICLES ON THESE SUBJECTS:
 

The various reporters and newspapers that published these articles, and their contact info are given below, and the full text of some of these articles have been copied below that:

 

 

---------------------------------

ISRAEL BLACKMAILS ILL PALESTINIANS TO SPY IN EXCHANGE FOR TREATMENT (Aug. 4) --

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: 

Activists: Israel bullying ill Palestinians to spy, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (4 August 2008). 

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Israel_Collaborators.html
 

Chicago Tribune:  Gaza Palestinians to spy in exchange for treatment, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (4 August 2008).  

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-israel-collaborators,0,3544096.story

 HYPERLINK "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jaGljYWdvdHJpYnVuZS5jb20vbmV3cy9uYXRpb253b3JsZC9zbnMtYXAtaXNyYWVsLWNvbGxhYm9yYXRvcnMsMCwzNTQ0MDk2LnN0b3J5" \o "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jaGljYWdvdHJpYnVuZS5jb20vbmV3cy9uYXRpb253b3JsZC9zbnMtYXAtaXNyYWVsLWNvbGxhYm9yYXRvcnMsMCwzNTQ0MDk2LnN0b3J5" \t "_blank" 
 

Denver Post:  Activists: Israel bullying ill Palestinians to spy, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (4 August 2008). 

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_10090254
 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Activists: Israel bullying ill Palestinians to spy, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (4 August 2008). 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/26232894.html
 

Washington Post: Gazans' Access To Care Faulted, by Linda Gradstein (5 August 2008).

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/08/04/AR2008080401933.html
 

Washington Post: Activists: Israel bullying ill Palestinians to spy, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (4 August 2008). 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/08/04/AR2008080400426.html

 HYPERLINK "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4LzA4LzA0L0FSMjAwODA4MDQwMDQyNi5odG1s" \o "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4LzA4LzA0L0FSMjAwODA4MDQwMDQyNi5odG1s" \t "_blank" 
 

 

----------------------------------------

ISRAEL EMPLOYS INHUMANE METHODS TO WIN THE DEMOGRAPHIC RACE FOR JERUSALEM  (Aug. 2)  --
 

This article describes how Israel is attempting to win the demographic race for Jerusalem but is losing. Mentions discriminatory land policy - home demolitions, wall, discrimination in construction permitting, etc.

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: For Jerusalem Palestinians, home not always home, by Karin Laub, Associated Press (2 August 2008).

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Mideast_Race_For_Jerusalem.html
 

Boston Globe:  For Jerusalem Palestinians, home not always home, by Karin Laub, Associated Press (2 August 2008).

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/08/02/for_jerusalem_palestinians_home_not_always_home/
 

Chicago Tribune: In demographic race for Jerusalem, Palestinian discovers home is no longer home, by Karin Laub, Associated Press (2 August 2008).

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-mideast-race-for-jerusalem,0,7315269.story
 

Denver Post: For Jerusalem Palestinians, home not always home, by Karin Laub, Associated Press (2 August 2008).
http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_10078901
 

Washington Post: For Jerusalem Palestinians, home not always home, by Karin Laub, Associated Press (2 August 2008).

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/08/02/AR2008080200736.html
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------

NEGATIVE PUBLICITY ABOUT THE WALL (Jul. 31)  --
 

This article describes the inhumane impact of the wall on Palestinian villages, and the mostly non-violent protest strategizing in response. 

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Palestinian protests against barrier turn savvy, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (31 July 2008).

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Palestinians_Protest_Primer.html
 

Denver Post: Palestinian protests against barrier turn savvy, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (31 July 2008).

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_10052500
 

Washington Post:  Palestinian protests against barrier turn savvy, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (31 July 2008).

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/31/AR2008073100166.html
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10 YEAR OLD BOY KILLED IN PROTEST AGAINST THE WALL  (Jul 30)  --
 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Boy killed by Israeli fire in West Bank, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (29 July 2008).

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Palestinians_Boy_Killed.html
 

Boston Globe:  Official: Palestinian boy killed by live round, by Mohammed Daraghmeh, Associated Press (30 July 2008).

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/30/official_palestinian_boy_killed_by_live_round/
 

Boston Globe:  Boy dies by Israeli gunfire in West Bank, witnesses say, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (30 July 2008).

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/30/boy_dies_by_israeli_gunfire_in_west_bank_witnesses_say/
 

Chicago Tribune: West bank: Israeli troops may have broken protocol in boy's death (31 July 2008).

 http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mideast_wor_31jul31,0,4326931.story
 

Denver Post: Official: Palestinian boy killed by live round, by Mohammed Daraghmeh, Associated Press (30 July 2008).

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_10043595
 
Denver Post: Boy killed by Israeli fire in West Bank, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (29 July 2008). 

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_10032769
 

Washington Post:  Official: Palestinian boy killed by live round, by Mohammed Daraghmeh, Associated Press (30 July 2008). 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/30/AR2008073001338.html
 

Washington Post:  Boy killed by Israeli fire in West Bank, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (29 July 2008). 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/29/AR2008072901406.html
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PALESTINIAN COMMUNITIES DEPRIVED OF ADEQUATE WATER SUPPLIES  (Jul 27)  --
 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Palestinians call on Israel to rethink water deal, by Mohammed Daraghmeh, Associated Press (27 July 2008).

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Israel_Palestinians_Water.html
 

Boston Globe:  Palestinians call on Israel to rethink water deal, by Mohammed Daraghmeh, Associated Press (27 July 2008).

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/27/palestinians_call_on_israel_to_rethink_water_deal/
 

Denver Post: Palestinians call on Israel to rethink water deal, by Mohammed Daraghmeh, Associated Press (27 July 2008). 

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_10014418
 

Washington Post: Palestinians call on Israel to rethink water deal, by Mohammed Daraghmeh, Associated Press (27 July 2008). 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/27/AR2008072700891.html
 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

ISRAELI POLICIES UNDERMINE ABBAS  (Jul 27)   --
 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Raids, budget shortfall _ a double blow for Abbas, by Karin Laub, Associated Press (27 July 2008).

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Palestinians_Abbas_Setbacks.html
 

Boston Globe:  Raids, budget shortfall _ a double blow for Abbas, by Karin Laub, Associated Press (27 July 2008).

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/27/raids_budget_shortfall____a_double_blow_for_abbas/
 

Denver Post: Raids, budget shortfall _ a double blow for Abbas, by Karin Laub, Associated Press (27 July 2008). 

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_10014324
 

Washington Post: Raids, budget shortfall _ a double blow for Abbas, by Karin Laub, Associated Press (27 July 2008). 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/27/AR2008072700833.html
 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ISRAELI SETTLERS ATTACK PALESTINIAN CIVILIANS  (Jul 25)   --
 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Cause of village clash disputed, Associated Press (25 July 2008). 

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/07/25/village.html
 

Boston Globe:  Palestinians allege settlers attacked village, Associated Press (24 July 2008).

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/24/palestinians_allege_settlers_attacked_village/
 

Boston Globe:  Settlers clash with Palestinians, Associated Press (25 July 2008). 

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/25/settlers_clash_with_palestinians/
 

Washington Post: Palestinians allege settlers attacked village, Associated Press (24 July 2008). 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/24/AR2008072400631.html

 HYPERLINK "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4LzA3LzI0L0FSMjAwODA3MjQwMDYzMS5odG1s" \o "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4LzA3LzI0L0FSMjAwODA3MjQwMDYzMS5odG1s" \t "_blank" 
 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------

NEW SETTLEMENT OK'ED IN WEST BANK FAR FROM ISRAEL  (Jul 24)   --
 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Israel reverses stance on West Bank projects, by Laurie Copans, Associated Press (25 July 2008).

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/07/25/mideast.html
 

Boston Globe:  Israel to build new settlement in West Bank, by Laurie Copans, Associated Press (24 July 2008).

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/24/israel_to_build_new_settlement_in_west_bank/
 

Boston Globe: Israeli committee OK's new settlement, by Laurie Copans, Associated Press (25 July 2008).

http://www.boston.com/news/world/articles/2008/07/25/israeli_committee_oks_new_settlement/

 HYPERLINK "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ib3N0b24uY29tL25ld3Mvd29ybGQvYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAwOC8wNy8yNS9pc3JhZWxpX2NvbW1pdHRlZV9va3NfbmV3X3NldHRsZW1lbnQv" \o "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ib3N0b24uY29tL25ld3Mvd29ybGQvYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAwOC8wNy8yNS9pc3JhZWxpX2NvbW1pdHRlZV9va3NfbmV3X3NldHRsZW1lbnQv" \t "_blank" 
 

Christian Science Monitor: Israeli settlers in West Bank defy promise, by Joshua Mitnick (31 July 2008)

http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/0801/p07s01-wome.html
 

Denver Post: Report: Israel to build settlement in West Bank, Associated Press (24 July 2008).

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_9978512
 
Denver Post: Israel to build new settlement in West Bank, by Laurie Copans, Associated Press (24 July 2008).

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_9981108
 

San Francisco Chronicle: Israel moves ahead on West Bank settlement, by Laurie Copans, Associated Press (25 July 2008).

http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/07/25/MNJ511UUTH.DTL
 

Washington Post: Report: Israel to build settlement in West Bank, Associated Press (24 July 2008). 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/24/AR2008072400127.html

Washington Post: Israel revives plan to build new West Bank settlement, Reuters (24 July 2008).

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/24/AR2008072400703.html

 HYPERLINK "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4LzA3LzI0L0FSMjAwODA3MjQwMDcwMy5odG1s" \o "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4LzA3LzI0L0FSMjAwODA3MjQwMDcwMy5odG1s" \t "_blank" 
 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

ISRAELI SOLDIERS SHOOT BOUND PALESTINIAN CAPTIVE IN FOOT (Jul 21)  --
 

Boston Globe:  Israeli soldier filmed shooting near Palestinian, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (21 July 2008).

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/21/israeli_soldier_filmed_shooting_near_palestinian/
 

Denver Post:  Israeli soldier filmed shooting near Palestinian, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (21 July 2008). 

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_9947318
 

Washington Post:  Israeli soldier filmed shooting near Palestinian, by Diaa Hadid, Associated Press (21 July 2008). 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/21/AR2008072100579.html

 HYPERLINK "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4LzA3LzIxL0FSMjAwODA3MjEwMDU3OS5odG1s" \o "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4LzA3LzIxL0FSMjAwODA3MjEwMDU3OS5odG1s" \t "_blank" 
 

Washington Post:  Israeli army probes shooting of bound Palestinian, Reuters (21 July 2008).

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/21/AR2008072100210.html

 HYPERLINK "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4LzA3LzIxL0FSMjAwODA3MjEwMDIxMC5odG1s" \o "http://stats.images11.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1218393525031&StID=22887&SID=0&EmID=72687301&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4LzA3LzIxL0FSMjAwODA3MjEwMDIxMC5odG1s" \t "_blank" 
 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR REPORTERS, EDITORS, NEWSPAPERS:
 

Laurie Copans, Mohammed Daraghmeh, Diaa Hadid, and Karin Laub are all reporters with the Associated Press.  They, and their editors can be reached at info@ap.com
 

Joshua Mitnick, of the Christian Science Monitor can be contacted through the Comment Input Form found on the Monitor website at:

 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=F7EFF2ECE4C0E3F3EDEFEEE9F4EFF2AEE3EFED
 

Reuters can be contacted about their articles by leaving a message on the Comment Input Form found on their website found at:

 

http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

 

(1)  AtlantaJournal-Constitution Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
(2)  BostonGlobe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
(3)  ChicagoTribune Letters-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com
(4)  Christian Science Monitor Letters-to-the-Editor -- compose your letter in advance, and then copy into the Comment Input Form found on the CS Monitor website at -- 

 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
 

(5)  DenverPost Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
(6)  San FranciscoChronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
(7)  WashingtonPost Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
 

 

 

FULL TEXT COPIES OF SOME OF THE ARTICLES LISTED ABOVE:
 

*************************************************************************
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-israel-collaborators,0,3544096.story
 

Gaza Palestinians to spy in exchange for treatment
 

By DIAA HADID | Associated Press Writer 

4:58 AM CDT, August 4, 2008 

 

JERUSALEM (AP) _ Gaza resident Bassam Waheidi is slowly going blind, but he won't pay what he says is the price of regaining his sight — spying for Israel in exchange for medical treatment.

Waheidi is one of 32 Palestinian patients who claims Israel's Shin Bet intelligence agency tried to bully them into giving information about militants, according to the Israel branch of Physicians for Human Rights. The group documented the Palestinians' claims in an 80-page report released Monday.

"I would say it's self-explanatory and clear that you shouldn't extort patients," said Miri Weingarten of the group.

The Shin Bet denied the charge but said it does conduct security checks on Palestinians leaving Gaza to ensure they do not pose a security threat.

The Palestinians quoted in the report said the pressure began after the Islamic militant group Hamas seized power of the Gaza Strip in June 2007. That prompted Israel and Egypt to seal its borders with Gaza. Only residents needing urgent treatment can now leave the territory with Israeli permission.

The Associated Press interviewed two of the 32 independently — Waheidi and Shaban Abu Obeid.

Waheidi, a 28-year-old radio reporter, said he developed a visual problem last August, and Palestinian doctors in Gaza referred him for urgent treatment in Israel.

Waheidi says at the Erez border crossing, where Gaza residents pass into Israel, he was led by armed men in civilian clothes to a man sitting behind a desk in an underground room.

Waheidi said in an hours-long interrogation session, he was asked about militants who fire rockets at Israel. He said he refused to provide information, but that did not know much, anyway.

"I work on women's issues, social affairs and workers' rights," the radio reporter said.

Since then, Waheidi said, Israel has not granted him a permit, and he has gone blind in his right eye and is losing sight in the other.

Abu Obeid, a 38-year-old public worker, said he frequently went to Israel for years for heart treatment. He had a pacemaker installed at an Israeli hospital. He is a Fatah loyalist — bitter rival of Hamas.

But when Abu Obeid applied last August for a permit to enter Israel to check on his pacemaker, he said an intelligence official offered him a tough choice.

"He said, let's make a deal. You give me information, and I'll make it easy for you to go Israel," Abu Obeid said.

He refused, and he said Israel has not given him a permit since. Instead, he hopes to have his heart and pacemaker checked by a team of Arab doctors from Israel who make rare visits to Gaza to screen patients.

This is not the first time such allegations have been raised, and Israel has always denied them.

A Shin Bet official directed reporters' queries to a letter by Shoshi Golan of the Israeli Prime Minister's Office, which speaks on the agency's behalf. Golan said the agency did not make entry into Israel for humanitarian reasons "contingent on an applicant's willingness to submit any information, except for reliable information on his medical condition."

Golan said the security checks were conducted partly to "evaluate the degree of danger posed by the applicant" and noted several cases where Gaza residents tried to obtain permits to carry out attacks in Israel.

 

 

==============================================

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-mideast-race-for-jerusalem,0,7315269.story
 

In demographic race for Jerusalem, Palestinian discovers home is no longer home
 

By KARIN LAUB

Associated Press Writer

12:09 PM CDT, August 2, 2008

RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) _ Like her father before her, Zeina Ashrawi was born in Jerusalem. Her mother represented the city in the Palestinian parliament for 10 years.

But now the 27-year-old has been told Jerusalem is not her home.

Israel revoked her Jerusalem residency because she obtained a U.S. green card — giving her residence in the United States. So, for a summer trip home from the U.S. to show off 10-month-old son Majd to his grandparents, Ashrawi was only granted a 30-day tourist visa.

"By revoking my (Jerusalem) ID, they have revoked all the rights I have in Palestine, as well as my son's," she said, cradling Majd as she sat in the toy-filled living room of her parents' home here.

Ashrawi, whose mother Hanan is a well-known advocate of peace with Israel, is among a growing number of Palestinians — some 4,000 since 2004 — who have been stripped of their right to live in Jerusalem, a city whose future is a core question in settling the decades-old conflict over the Holy Land.

Israel's critics say expelling Arab residents is just one way in which Israel has been trying to win a demographic race against Jerusalem's Palestinians and fend off their demand to regain the Arab eastern sector that Israel captured in the 1967 Mideast War.

The critics point to the construction of 50,000 homes for Jews in east Jerusalem in the past four decades, tight restrictions on building permits for Palestinians in the eastern sector, and a zigzag barrier that Israel is building to block off the West Bank, which has sliced off several of the city's Arab districts with 60,000 people.

"There is an ongoing and widely documented policy of discrimination in planning and building, land expropriation, home demolition, the whole issue of revoking residency," said Sarit Michaeli of the Israeli human rights group B'tselem.

Israeli Cabinet minister Isaac Herzog said maintaining a Jewish majority in Jerusalem is a key government objective but denied it has been pursued at the expense of the city's Arabs.

"We believe in a Jewish majority in Jerusalem as such. It is the capital of the Jewish nation," said Herzog.

He dismissed claims of systematic discrimination of Arab residents as "absolute nonsense," but acknowledged the city's Arab neighborhoods received fewer government resources.

Herzog also pointed to Israel's willingness to discuss a division of the city in a new round of peace talks that began with a U.S. conference last November. He said bloody Palestinian attacks on Israeli civilians over the past decade had delayed a solution.

Whatever lies ahead, a leading Israeli demographer says Israel is losing the demographic battle.

As the city has grown from 265,000 to 750,000 over the past four decades, the percentage of Jews has shrunk steadily, from 74 percent to 66 percent, mainly because of the Arabs' higher birth rate and Jewish migration from the city, said Sergio DellaPergola. The ratio is expected to drop to 61-39 by 2020, and among school-age children, it will be close to even, DellaPergola said.

A division of the city is on the table in peace talks, but gaps are huge and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said last week an agreement this year is unlikely.

At the same time, some top Israeli officials, including Vice Premier Haim Ramon, are portraying outlying Arab neighborhoods as a burden that Israel should shed.

"The Israelis tried to take Jerusalem out of the political game by using all their power to change the situation and consolidate their rule over the city, but they failed," says Meron Benvenisti, a former deputy mayor of Jerusalem.

The demographic race was foreshadowed soon after the 1967 war. The Israeli government decided then not to annex just east Jerusalem — an area of 2.7 square miles — but to include 24 square miles of adjacent West Bank land to allow for growth of the city.

That move took in 28 Palestinian villages, putting 69,000 Palestinians within the united city. The annexation was not recognized by most nations, and while Israel says the 1949 Geneva Conventions do not apply in this case, these principles of international law prohibit an occupying power from moving its citizens onto occupied land.

In 1967, Jerusalem's Arab residents were offered Israeli citizenship but — with the city's future uncertain and under pressure from Palestinian leaders — most refused, accepting the less secure city residency that allowed them to live and work in Israel and made them eligible for health and pension benefits. The government says the citizenship offer remains open, but most Palestinians still reject it.

Israel's Jewish citizens, and even visiting foreign Jews, wouldn't face expulsion from Jerusalem. The country's "Law of Return" entitles all Jews to live anywhere in Israel or, for that matter, in the West Bank Jewish settlements that Israel controls.

Zeina Ashrawi was born in an east Jerusalem maternity hospital in 1981 and received her Jerusalem ID through her father, Emile, who is from a Christian family with roots in Jerusalem and Nazareth in Israel. Her mother, Hanan, a West Banker, became a Jerusalemite through marriage to Emile.

Zeina grew up in Jerusalem and 10 miles north in the West bank city of Ramallah, her mother's family home. After she left for studies in the U.S. a decade ago, she came home at least twice a year, her mother said. She obtained her green card in 2006 after marrying an American citizen.

Stripped of her Jerusalem ID earlier this summer, Zeina got a 30-day visitors' visa, making her a tourist in her own land. Her mother says she could theoretically request West Bank residency but would then need special permission to enter Jerusalem.

Besides, "She was born there. I don't see why she should change it," Hanan Ashrawi said. "Just because we came under occupation does not mean they (Israelis) have the right to expel people."

B'tselem, the rights group, said that from 1967 to 2006, Israel revoked the residency of nearly 8,300 Jerusalem Arabs. The group said there has been a steady increase in recent years — 16 in 2004, then 222 in 2005 and 1,363 in 2006.

Interior Ministry spokeswoman Sabine Hadad said about 4,000 Jerusalem Arabs have had their ID cards seized since 2004, many for accepting residency elsewhere. Judging by B'tselem figures, that could mean some 2,400 cards were taken since the beginning of 2007, another sharp rise.

The Interior Ministry says the increase is due to more efficient work methods, including better monitoring of border crossings.

Jerusalem Arabs can also lose their ID cards if they remain abroad for more than seven years without making regular visits home or if they move to the West Bank and cannot prove their "center of life" is in the city. Human rights lawyers say rules can change without warning. But Hadad said Israel would not take an ID from anyone who would have no residency elsewhere.

Outside the Interior Ministry in east Jerusalem, dozens wait in a slow-moving line under a hot sun as two men pound typewriters to help the Arabic-speaking applicants fill out forms in Hebrew. Some complain of being asked for long lists of documents and household bills going back years.

Others say their West Bank-born wives are afraid to go outdoors because they have been refused Jerusalem residency and fear arrest. Israel largely froze family-reunification permits for West Bank spouses in 2002, citing security concerns.
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Palestinians turn savvier in protesting Israel's West Bank separation barrier, but at a cost
 

 

By DIAA HADID

Associated Press Writer

10:42 AM CDT, July 31, 2008

NAALIN, West Bank (AP) _ A Palestinian teen tracks Israeli troops with a video camera to document abuse of demonstrators.

A community organizer tours West Bank villages with a PowerPoint presentation teaching the art of creative protest.

These are just two examples of the increasingly savvy methods Palestinians are using to fight Israel's West Bank separation barrier — a campaign whose danger was driven home this week by the death of a 10-year-old Palestinian boy.

Six years after Israel began building the barrier, Palestinian villagers march almost daily in an attempt to halt construction work that threatens to swallow up thousands more acres of West Bank land. Many protests turn into confrontations between youths hurling rocks and Israeli troops responding with tear gas, rubber-coated steel bullets and at times live fire.

The aim is to slow construction, draw media attention and ensure that Israeli high court judges hearing challenges to the barrier's route "will think twice before deciding such a high-profile case," said Michael Sfard, an Israeli lawyer representing Palestinian villages.

Israel's separation barrier — a mix of towering concrete walls topped with barbed wire and electronic fences — is two-thirds complete, and is expected to stretch about 500 miles when finished.

Israel says the barrier is a temporary defense against Palestinian attackers. However, at points it extends into the West Bank, incorporating Jewish settlement blocs and seizing land from Palestinian villages, prompting Palestinian claims of a land grab.

Naalin, which stands to lose thousands of acres of olive groves to the barrier, is a new focal point of protests. On Tuesday, 10-year-old Ahmed Moussa was killed there in a confrontation between Israeli soldiers and boys hurling stones at Israeli forces, witnesses said.

A Palestinian autopsy found he was shot through the head by live fire — a charge the Israeli military was investigating. The boy was buried in Naalin on Wednesday.

Protests in Naalin began three months ago when bulldozers started clearing village land for the barrier.

On July 7, Salam Kanaan trained her video camera on a group of Israeli soldiers during a protest there, capturing them as they shot a bound, blindfolded Palestinian in the foot with a battalion commander holding his arm.

The Israeli military denounced the shooting as "grave," put the officer on forced leave and launched an investigation.

Kanaan, 17, said the film's impact made her more determined to keep her camera focused on troops. "This is a weapon for villagers like us, which an army can't defeat," she said.

Veteran anti-barrier campaigners from the nearby village of Bilin are teaching others how to keep the media interested, bulldozers idle and Israeli soldiers exhausted.

They run workshops with PowerPoint presentations on different ways to protest. They also hold question-and-answer sessions for villages threatened by the barrier, and screen a documentary about Bilin's four-year struggle to push the obstacle back.

Bilin scored a victory in Israel's high court in 2007, though Israel's Defense Ministry still has not complied with the ruling.

Mahmoud Abdullah said he attended a protest workshop before launching weekly protests against the barrier in his village of Khader.

"They taught us how to tie ourselves to a tree and blind soldiers with mirrors," said Abdullah, adding he also learned to surprise soldiers by holding protests in different places to confuse them.

Abdullah Abu Rahmeh, a Bilin activist who worked with Bedouin tribesmen who complain of harassment by Jewish settlers, said he begins by discussing resistance.

"I then show them a documentary of Bilin and I pause at the different strategies we have, like stuffing ourselves in barrels and rolling in front of bulldozers," Abu Rahmeh said.

At one Naalin protest, Palestinian youths rushed down sloping olive groves, whooping as they climbed onto a bulldozer clearing land for the barrier. The startled driver was quickly chased away while other Palestinians lobbed rocks to divert the soldiers, who hurled back sound bombs and tear gas, leaving plumes of acrid smoke.

The bulldozer's work was held up for a couple of hours — a successful outcome, Palestinians said.

Although Bilin activists say they teach nonviolent forms of protest, they are reluctant to tell other Palestinians not to hurl rocks, saying it's a matter left for individual villages to decide.

Activists in other villages say throwing rocks is counterproductive. In Khader, demonstrators stick to peaceful protests, including holding Muslim prayers near the barrier construction site.

Sfard, the Israeli lawyer, said legal challenges are a key element of the campaign. The high court has ruled in three separate cases that the barrier must be moved away from Palestinian villages to reduce hardship although the Defense Ministry has complied with only one of the rulings citing budget problems.

Many Palestinians close to the planned barrier route say they're driven to protest because livelihoods are at stake.

In the village of Jayyous in the northern West Bank, where the barrier went up in 2003, putting village farmland out of reach for three-fourths of the village's farmers, said Mayor Mohammed Taher.

"People are now unemployed, their sons are leaving university because they can't afford tuition," Taher said.

In the meantime, Palestinians are honing their strategies.

"Now I tell the protesters, take a camera, take a camera," Kanaan said, holding her own.
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Parched Palestinians plead with Israel for water to drink
 

By MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH | The Associated Press 

12:58 PM CDT, July 27, 2008 

 

RAMALLAH, West Bank - West Bank Palestinians are suffering a serious water shortage this year as a severe drought exacerbates supply problems, the head of the Palestinian Water Authority said Sunday.

Shadad Ateli said since mid-May, many Palestinians have been going without water for hours, and sometimes days at a time as a regional drought enters its fifth year. He called on Israel, which controls some 90 percent of water sources in the West Bank to rethink its water policies.

"Water shouldn't be a part of the conflict. It should be divided according to human needs equally," Ateli said.

Uri Shani, spokesman for Israel's Water Authority, says Palestinians are receiving more water than their agreed share under an interim peace deal. The drought has affected Israel as well, with fresh water supplies below their acceptable minimum, but there have been no cases of community water supplies being cut off.

A recent report by Israeli human rights group B'Tselem described water distribution as "unfair" and called on Israel to rectify the "built-in, constant shortage of water in the West Bank."

In the city of Nablus, residents report only receiving running water once a week. In the nearby village of Salem, there hasn't been running water for months and a nearby well is going dry. Residents there say they pay for expensive water brought in by tanker truck.

Most Palestinians have already used up water they conserve from rainfall in large rooftop barrels, B'Tselem reported.

Under interim agreement signed with Palestinians in 1995, Palestinians receive an allocated supply from Israel.

Palestinian negotiators had expected to work out a better water deal in a final status agreement that was meant to be concluded in 2000. Instead, fighting broke out between Israel and Palestinians, and eight years later, the water allocation system has remained as it was.

West Bank residents use around 15 gallons of water a day, two-thirds of what the World Health Organization recommends for urban needs. In northern villages that number drops to 7 gallons a day.

Daily water consumption in Israeli cities is 60 gallons per capita, B'Tselem reported.

Shani said the Palestinian Authority was not cracking down on herders who steal water supplies _ a problem Palestinians acknowledge _ and could recycle waste water for agriculture, as Israel does.

"The only solution to this problem is creating more water," Shani said.
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Raids, budget shortfall _ a double blow for Abbas 
 

By KARIN LAUB 

July 27, 2008 - 1:04 p.m. EDT

Associated Press Writer

RAMALLAH, West Bank — It's back-to-back bad news for Mahmoud Abbas: Israel has stepped up army raids in West Bank cities, further embarrassing the moderate Palestinian leader, and he's facing growing problems paying 150,000 civil servants because of a foreign aid shortfall.

Abbas' attempt to bring security and economic stability to the West Bank is seen as key to U.S.-backed Mideast peace efforts.

 

Abbas had hoped Israeli troops would gradually step aside as he takes control of more West Bank areas. He also had banked on a gradual recovery of the battered Palestinian economy, with the help of $7.7 billion in foreign aid over three years, promised to the Palestinians in December.

However, Israel says his forces aren't tough enough on Hamas militants and it keeps sending troops into Palestinian towns, particularly Nablus, which Abbas sees as a showcase of his efforts. And economic growth is hampered by Israel's travel restrictions on Palestinians.

In another blow to Abbas' credibility, an Israeli planning committee approved construction of the first new Jewish settlement in the West Bank in a decade. The decision, made public Thursday, sparked Palestinian and international condemnation.

British Foreign Secretary David Miliband urged the Israeli government to reconsider, saying such actions are "a real obstacle to peace."

Abbas appears increasingly frustrated, saying last week he is considering pulling his forces out of West Bank cities unless Israel halts military operations there.

The threat seemed largely aimed at getting Israel's attention; if he were to go through with it, Abbas would acknowledge that his strategy is failing.

The international community has taken note.

Briefing the U.N. Security Council last week, U.N. political chief Lynn Pascoe said "it is critical to accelerate progress on the ground in the West Bank." Pascoe noted an increase in Israeli army raids across the West Bank in the past month and worried that these make it harder for the Palestinian forces to operate effectively in areas they control.

On Thursday, about two dozen foreign diplomats were given a tour of Nablus by Abbas' foreign minister, Riad Malki.

Nablus is a former militant stronghold held up by Abbas and Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad as a success of the Palestinian security forces. Vigilante gunmen who used to terrorize residents are off the streets, and Hamas activists are either in prison or appear to have gone underground.

However, Israel argues that the Palestinian forces are often co-opting militants rather than arresting them. Saying armed extremists remain a threat, the Israeli military carries out arrest raids almost nightly. In recent weeks, troops also searched the municipality, which was run by Hamas until last year, shut down a girls' school and ordered the city's only shopping mall closed, claiming it was a Hamas front.

"The Palestinian security forces are in the process of rebuilding, restructuring and modernizing," said Israeli government spokesman Mark Regev. "Israel supports that process. In the interim period, that is until they reach the required capabilities, there simply cannot be a security vacuum."

However, Malki accused Israel of trying to sabotage Abbas. "We believe that the Israelis are trying to undermine our successful experience in Nablus after we succeeded in restoring law and order, and after Nablus became a model for other Palestinian cities," Malki told the visitors.

The diplomats rode in a red bus, accompanied by Palestinian police cruisers and motorcycles, and met with officials and business people.

They stopped at the shuttered 70-shop mall. Malki said he has been given to understand that Israel has reversed the closure order. Israeli officials would not say so publicly.

Abbas' government is also facing financial problems.

Fayyad said last week that not enough of the foreign aid has been earmarked for keeping the government going through the end of the year.

In general, donor countries prefer to support the more prestigious development projects, rather than day-to-day government operations.

Fayyad blamed the budget shortfall partly on donors not living up to promises made at a Paris conference in December.

"Some of the donor countries are not paying what they had promised in Paris, particularly Arab countries, and that caused us a big deficit," he said last week.

About 150,000 civil servants and members of the security forces are on the government payroll. About one-third of 3.5 million Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza depend on these salaries, and regular payment has been seen as one of Fayyad's achievements.

Earlier this week, Planning Minister Samir Abdullah said that the July salaries might not be paid in full because of the budget shortfall.

However, he said Sunday that a last-minute pledge by Britain of $30 million would likely make full payment possible.

___

Associated Press writers Ali Daraghmeh in Nablus and Mohammed Daraghmeh in Ramallah contributed to this report.
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