PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

Greetings Everyone: 

 

The whole world is learning about the bulldozer attacks in Jerusalem and how it has terrorized Israeli society.  They have then heard how the Israeli government has labelled the attacks "terrorism", but almost none of the reports have covered what in the area would motivate such terrorism - thus the reports once again paint a picture of poor Israel being the victim of irrational senseless terrorist attacks.
 

This is biased reporting because the possible reason for the attacks is an important part of the situation and should be reported. 

 

 The only exception to this biased reporting in the mainstream media is a single article by Mohammed Assadi of Reuters News Service, which was published on July 25 by the Washington Post titled "Jerusalem Bulldozer Drives Live in Fear After Attacks".

 

Below is copied this full article, plus a selection of other articles by the other authors which are biased.

 

The first action we could take would be to thank Mr. Assadi and the Washington Post for publishing this article not only because it was balanced and accurate, but also because we need to balance out the huge numbers of negative letters they are probably getting from the Zionists.

 

While writing to the US media it is important to acknowledge that these incidents are terrible crimes because the mainstream American audience and media professionals are probably horrified by these incidents (even if we empathize with the rage behind them, if not agreeing with the methods), but that our focus in writing our letters is on the quality of the reporting because only that way can the public make informed and wise decisions based on full knowledge of the situation, and the socioeconomic context of the incidents is very important aspect of knowing the full picture of what is going on.

 

 

EXAMPLE OF BALANCED JOURNALISM
 

Mr. Assadi's article is copied below for you to read for yourself.

 

Mr.  Assadi and his editors can be contacted through a Comment Input Form on the Reuter's website.  This input form can be found at --

 

http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

Briefly, while acknowledging how these incidents have terrorized Israeli society, Mr. Assadi quotes from 3 Palestinian analysts who describe the negative impact of a range of Israeli practices and policies which the bulldozer's driver's people are suffering from --  (1) home demolitions, (2) the separation barrier, (3) the unrecognized annexation of E.Jerusalem into Israel, and (4)(5) & (6) "poor municipal and governmental services, harassment by police and a lack of employment opportunities", which has thus resulted in frustrations amongst Palestinians in E.Jerusalem reaching "unbearable levels" and thus they are likely to be a motivating factor behind such attacks.

 

But in our letters we might also mention that Mr. Assadi neglected or forgot to mention the negative impact on Palestinian society of these additional Israeli practices and policies (all of which are in violation of international law):

 

1.  Settlement Expansion - in violation of Israeli agreements in the peace talks, which is taking place on land that was often privately owned Palestinian lands, and which the Palestinians probably feel was stolen, and certainly was not justified in taking for the purpose of building Jewish-only communities on;

2.  Imprisonment of Palestinians - with no charges or trial often for years;

3.  Torture  - against Palestinian prisoners;

4.  Military Checkpoints - the personal indignities suffered and economic damage suffered from the military checkpoints placed throughout the occupied territories;

5.  Refugee Problem - a significant percentage being driven from their homes in 1948 and then again in 1967, and then not being allowed to return to their homes;

6.  Legalized Discrimination - against Palestinians throughout Israeli society.

 

Thus you could mention 3 important principles which reflect the complete socioeconomic context for these incidents, which correct misconceptions often perpetrated in American reporting about the Middle East conflict:

 

 

IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES TO MAKE REPORTING MORE ACCURATE
 

1.  Proportionality - that negative Israeli actions are more prevalent and far-reaching and deadly than Palestinian incidents, and the Israelis use more powerful and technologically advanced methods.  This counters the misconception of two equal foes in perpetual conflict.

 

2.  Historic Context - that the Israeli/Zionist groups began the conflict because there was no conflict between Palestinian Arabs and Jews living in Palestine prior to the coming of these groups from Europe with the plan to create a Jewish State in Palestine that favored one people over all other inhabitants of the region.  This counters the misconception that the conflict is an eternal conflict of civilizations that is not based on original and substantial injustices started by one specific group infringing on the rights of another.  Part of the historic context is also the demographics - that this group coming from Europe was a minority that has excluded the native majority people from habitation and political participation in their own ancestral homeland.  This counters the misconceptions that Palestine was a land without a people, and that Israel is a true democracy equally for everyone.

 

3. Non-Violent Majority - and Palestinian Protests are mostly non-violent following the principles of Mohatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, and that it is only a small minority that use violent tactics.  This counters the misconception that all Palestinians are terrorists, and only use violence, and introduces the concept that you should judge a movement by all its defining factors, and not just by a few tactics which might be distastful or illegal.

 

All 3 principles are important because they paint a more accurate view of the conflict and correct major misconceptions of the conflict which affect American policy and decision-making.

 

You could also say that the historic context, and the greater geographical context which includes the occupied territories and the State of Israel itself is important because the drivers most likely have friends, relatives and relations in those areas, and most likely hear about the depredations in those areas all the time.

 

 

INFORMATION RESOURCES ON PERTINENT ISSUES
 

Legal issues pertaining to -

 

1.  Borders & the Status of Jerusalem:  one of the basic principles of international law is that territory acquired by force is not legally supported.  Thus strictly speaking not even the pre-1967 borders are legal because they encircle about 15% extra land beyond what was originally allocated in the 1947 UN partition plan.  And then this also applies to all the land Israel has taken for its own usage since then both in Israel itself, and in the occupied territories, which includes the land Israel has annexed into itself (Eastern Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan) as well as the land it has taken for its illegal settlements since 1967:

 

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55

Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)

Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)

 

NOTE:  Many people contend that even the 1947 partition plan which the UN passed in 1947 is unacceptable and would never pass today - that it only passed back then because international human rights law had not been fully developed yet.

 

 

2.  Status and Rights of the Palestinian Refugees:  it has been thoroughly documented how the Zionist forces drove out a significant percentage of the Palestinian civilians who then became refugees.  This is illegal as per the Geneva Conventions, and has now been confirmed in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court as a War Crime.  In addition, not allowing those refugees to return to their homes is then an additional war crime as defined in the Geneva Conventions.  And then multiple UN resolutions has reaffirmed the rights of the Palestinian refugees to return to their homes:

 

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(1) & (2)

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a) & (b)

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(b)(viii)

 

NOTE:  It might be valuable to remind the US media that the Palestinian people are the native population of the region, and the majority population if you count the refugees (who have legal right to return to their homes) as well as the residents within Israel and within the occupied territories, and that Israel can only sustain the status of the Jewish State by excluding the native majority population - which violates the basic principles of democracy and international law of majority rule and protection of indigenous population rights.  Such decisions should be the democratic choice of all the people who have a right to live in their own homeland.

 

3.  Israeli settlements on occupied land:  is deemed illegal in the Geneva Conventions, and then reaffirmed in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court as a War Crime and Crime against Humanity:

 

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(b)(viii)
 

NOTE:  Also please see the Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on Israel's Separation Barrier in the West Bank for its judgment that the settlements are illegal - 

 

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm
 

NOTE:  Please check out our Special Resource Page on our website listing reports and studies and articles concerning Israel's illegal settlements in the occupied territories:
 

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBsettlements.htm
4.  Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails:  many of the Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails are there under "administrative detention", which means imprisonment without charges or trial.  This is in violation of:

 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), articles 6-11

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 64

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(e)

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(a)(vi)

 

NOTE:  The Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions (1977) clarify and update the original conventions first developed in 1949.  The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court combines in a single legal document international human rights and international humanitarian law and Crimes against Humanity and War Crimes to facilitate prosecution.

 

 

5.  Separation Barrier built on occupied land:   the best analysis of the legal problems concerning Israel's separation barrier in the West Bank is a Study Guide on the 2004 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on this barrier, found at -- 

 

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm
 

NOTE:  Please check out our Special Resource Page on our website listing some useful reports and studies and articles concerning Israel's separation barrier in the West Bank:
 

http://www.geocities.com/palmediaproject/infobulletins/IBseparationbarrier.htm
 

6.  Appropriation of private lands owned by occupied people:  private property is protected under both international human rights law and international humanitarian law.

 

In international human rights laws, you find private property protected by:

 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), article 17
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid (1973), article 2(d)
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 7(1)(h) & (j)
 

In international humanitarian law, you find private property protected in times of war and occupation by:
 

Geneva Conventions (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), articles 33 & 53
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(a)(iv)
 

NOTE:  The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court combines international human rights and humanitarian law to facilitate prosecution of both in the International Criminal Court.
 

To read these laws in their entirety, follow these links:

 

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/lawofwar/lawwar.htm
*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - www.un.org
*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://www.icc-cpi.int/ --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

 

You can also view copies of these documents at:  

 

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/20th.htm
 

NOTE:  Please check out our website at www.palmediaproject.org for additional resources concerning each of these issues.  We are adding new resources all the time.
 

 

MOST MAINSTREAM REPORTERS & NEWSPAPERS NEED FEEDBACK
 

Ten major mainstream newspapers were surveyed for how they covered this incident.

 

Of course the most coverage was done by the Washington Post, who had both its own reporter cover it and also published a wide range of wire service articles.

 

If you wish, you could also send letters to these reporters and the newspapers and ask them to provide more balanced reporting of such incidents - that full coverage would include not only how the incidents terrorized Israeli society but also how the socioeconomic situation of the drivers probably would have motivated the attacks.

 

You could then send a copy of Mr. Assadi's article as an example of what you are writing about.  Mr.  Assadi and his editors can be contacted through a Comment Input Form on the Reuter's website.  This input form can be found at -- 

 

http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

In your letter be sure to mention all the identifying data of the article you are complaining about (author, date, title).  Below is the contact information for the reporters and newspapers that reported on this incident but in a biased manner, as described above.

 

Below please find the contact information for each of the reporters who wrote articles about the bulldozer attacks.  Each of the reporters have a full article copied below as well as links to that article and their other articles printed on the subject.  Thus you can read them for yourself and compare them to Mr. Assadi's article which is copied first.

 

The other reporters are:

 

(1)  Richard Boudreaux (reporter with the Los Angeles Times, with articles printed in the Chicago Tribune and Los Angeles Times) - boudreaux@latimes.com 

 

(2)  Laurie Copans (reporter with the Associated Press, with articles printed in Denver Post, San Francisco Chronicle and Washington Post) - info@ap.com
 

(3)  Rebecca Harrison (reporter with Reuters News Service, printed in the Washington Post) - can be contacted through her editors through the Comment Input Form located on the Reuter's website at --

 

http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

(4)  Isabel Kershner (reporter with the New York Times, with articles printed in the Boston Globe and New York Times) - nytnews@nytimes.com
 

(5)  Ilene Prusher (reporter with the Christian Science Monitor, printed in the Christian Science Monitor)

 

(6)  Griff Witte (reporter for the Washington Post, with articles printed in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, San Francisco Chronicle and Washington Post) - you can communicate with Mr. Witte through a Comment Input Form found on the Washington Post website at -- http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/griff+witte/
 

 

The following newspapers printed articles by the above reporters on this subject (the bulldozer attacks in Jerusalem):

 

(1)  Atlanta Journal-Constitution Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@ajc.com
(2)  Boston Globe Letters-to-the-Editor -- letter@globe.com
(3)  Chicago Tribune Letters-to-the-Editor -- ctc-tribletter@tribune.com
(4)  Christian Science Monitor Letters-to-the-Editor -- compose your letter in advance, and then copy into the Comment Input Form found on the CS Monitor website at -- 

 

http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CFF0C5E4
 

(5)  Denver Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- openforum@denverpost.com
(6)  Los Angeles Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@latimes.com
(7)  New York Times Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@nytimes.com
(8)  San Francisco Chronicle Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@sfchronicle.com
(9)  San Francisco Examiner Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@examiner.com
(10)  Washington Post Letters-to-the-Editor -- letters@washpost.com
 


COPIES OF PERTINENT ARTICLES
Below you will find copies of different articles about this incident.  The first article is the unbiased one by Mohammed Assadi.

 

The other articles below this one are grouped by the 6 authors listed above.  At the top are the links to all the different articles printed in the different newspapers by this author.  The bottom link is for the article that is actually copied below it.

 

Enjoy.


*************************************************************************
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/25/AR2008072500531.html
 

JERUSALEM BULLDOZER DRIVERS LIVE IN FEAR AFTER ATTACKS
 

By Mohammed Assadi, Reuters
Friday, July 25, 2008; 5:23 AM

 

 

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Palestinian and Jewish bulldozer drivers alike say they live in fear of being mistaken for attackers.

 

In less than a month, two Palestinian bulldozer drivers killed three Israelis and injured dozens after rampaging through Jerusalem's busy streets. Both drivers were shot dead.

 

"People have developed bulldozer-phobia," said Anas, a 23-year-old Palestinian driver who asked to be identified by his first name. "It is better to start looking for a new career."

 

Bulldozers are common sight across Jerusalem, where a light-rail system and other projects are being built.

 

Many of the drivers are Palestinians from Arab East Jerusalem, whose Israeli identification cards allow them to travel across the city and Israel, unlike Palestinians who live in the occupied West Bank.

 

For many Palestinians, bulldozers can be a symbol of Israeli occupation. The army uses them in the Gaza Strip and occupied West Bank. In Jerusalem, the municipality uses them to demolish homes constructed without hard-to-obtain building permits.

 

"Now the Palestinians are trying to fight the occupation by using its very tools," Palestinian analyst Hani al-Masri said.

 

Israel says only illegally built houses are demolished and maintains that difficulties getting building permits were no excuse for breaching the law.

 

The two strikingly similar bulldozer attacks in Jewish west Jerusalem have stirred Israeli fears that Palestinians in the city could easily strike again.

 

Israeli police have tightened security at road construction and building sites, checking the identification papers of bulldozer driver and other records.

 

"We have more patrols and have ... stepped up security since the last attack took place in Jerusalem in order to prevent this type of pattern," said police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld.

 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's spokesman, Mark Regev, said recent bulldozer and shooting attacks by Palestinians from Jerusalem appeared to be part of a "new phenomenon."

 

"We are looking at ways to better protect the Israeli civilian population of Jerusalem," he said.

 

Masri said Israel's barrier in and around the occupied West Bank may help explain why Palestinians from Jerusalem were involved in the attacks since it is harder for militants in the West Bank to reach their targets in the city.

 

Israel has deemed the two incidents "terrorist" attacks but have not established any links between the drivers and militant groups. Police say both drivers had criminal records.

 

An estimated 250,000 Palestinians live in East Jerusalem, captured by Israel in the 1967 Middle East war and annexed in a move not recognized internationally.

 

Although they pay Israeli taxes, Palestinians in the city complain of poor municipal and governmental services, harassment by police and a lack of employment opportunities.

 

But they do receive social benefits like all Israelis, including health insurance and unemployment coverage.

 

Both Palestinian bulldozer drivers lived in homes built without permits, and they and their families have been paying fines to the Jerusalem municipality, relatives said.

 

Palestinian analyst Zakaria al-Qaq said Palestinian frustrations in Jerusalem have risen to "unbearable levels." Ziad Hammoury, of the Jerusalem Centre for Social and Economic Rights, said this may be "fuelling such attacks."

 

Many bulldozer drivers say they are afraid to drive to work sites, fearing they will be shot if they get into an accident. "They will think that I am a terrorist and kill me," said Yoram Baliti, a Jewish tractor driver in Jerusalem.

 

Palestinian bulldozer driver Mahmoud Abu Anas said: "I feel like people are looking at me when I drive. I'm afraid. What if I have an accident. Now I drive much slower."

 

 

(Additional reporting by Adam Entous; Editing by Samia Nakhoul)
 

© 2008 Reuters

 

================================================

 

PALESTINIAN INJURES 16 IN BACKHOE ATTACK

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/23/palestinian_injures_16_in_backhoe_attack/
 

CONSTRUCTION VEHICLE ATTACK IN ISRAEL
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/23/world/middleeast/23israel.html?scp=4&sq=Israel&st=cse
 

July 23, 2008

Both articles by ISABEL KERSHNER

 


JERUSALEM — For the second time in a month, a Palestinian plowed a large construction vehicle into traffic on a busy Jerusalem street on Tuesday before being shot dead.

 

The driver was stopped when a passer-by got out of his car and shot into the vehicle’s cabin. A border policeman then fired more shots at the driver, the police said, “to confirm his death.”

 

The attack, which left some 16 people injured, took place in Jerusalem’s upscale hotel district, close to the King David Hotel, where Senator Barack Obama, the presumptive Democratic nominee for president, was to stay on Tuesday evening. Mr. Obama is on a weeklong tour of the region as part of an American delegation.

 

The attack occurred near the Israeli presidential residence, where President Shimon Peres was having lunch with the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas. It was the first visit by a Palestinian leader to the residence. 

 

The driver, Ghassan Abu Tir, a Jerusalem resident in his early 20s, came from Umm Tuba, an Arab village in the southeast area of the city with a strong Hamas presence. The village lies just within the city limits, in an area that Israel conquered in the 1967 war. The police are treating the case as a terrorist attack; Mr. Abbas immediately condemned it. 

 

The passer-by was identified by an acquaintance, in an interview at the scene, as Yaki Asahel, a settler from the southern Hebron district of the West Bank. The police said he was a reserve soldier; local media reports said he was a platoon commander in the army reserves. 

 

A few hours earlier, Yuval Diskin, chief of the Shin Bet internal security agency, had warned a parliamentary committee of the danger of copycat attacks after two other assaults by Palestinian residents of the city this year. 

 

On July 2, a Palestinian drove a construction vehicle on a deadly rampage in central Jerusalem, crushing several cars and ramming into buses and pedestrians before an off-duty soldier and a police officer clambered up to the cabin and fatally shot him. Three Israeli civilians were killed in that attack. 

 

In March, a Palestinian from East Jerusalem opened fire at a West Jerusalem seminary, killing eight students.

 

According to the Web site of the newspaper Haaretz, Mr. Diskin called on the government to destroy the homes of terrorists.

 

Daniel Seaman, a government spokesman, said the East Jerusalem assailants, who lived within Israel’s security barrier, were exploiting their freedom. “This shows that the terrorist elements are always looking for breaches,” he said, adding that it might become harder for Palestinians to find jobs in West Jerusalem.

 

In Umm Tuba, which sprawls over several dusty hillsides, residents rejected the Israeli version of events, insisting that Mr. Abu Tir had been involved in a road accident before being shot by an overzealous settler. Neighbors described Mr. Abu Tir as a quiet man who was not known to be affiliated with any organization. 

 

“It was a traffic accident, it wasn’t planned,” said Abed Abu Tir, 26, a home renovator who lives in a house adjacent to the driver’s family and is a member of the same extended clan. 

 

“He went from home to work and work to home,” said Mr. Abu Tir, standing on a terrace overlooking the driver’s simple two-story home of rough concrete and stone, with olive and pomegranate trees and a vine sprouting in the yard. “He hardly spoke with people.” 

 

Witnesses and the police ruled out the possibility of an accident, though, saying the construction vehicle, a front-end loader, had come from a site behind the YMCA building opposite the King David Hotel and then traveled about 150 yards down King David Street. A trail of damaged cars could be seen along the way.

 

When the vehicle emerged onto King David Street, about 2 p.m., it hit a bus, but the bus driver quickly turned the bus down a side road, said a witness, Bentzi Gottesman, 24, who was working in a nearby gallery. 

 

Mr. Abu Tir, the driver of the construction vehicle, then proceeded slowly along the main street, deliberately hitting cars, witnesses said. 

 

“I saw the Arab,” said Yohanan Levin, 16, gesturing that he had made eye contact with Mr. Abu Tir. “He came to kill.”

 

An hour before the episode, at the presidential residence, Mr. Peres and Mr. Abbas had delivered statements to reporters in the grand reception hall, praising each other’s commitment to reaching a lasting peace. 

 

Alluding to the troubles of Israel’s prime minister, Ehud Olmert, who is embroiled in a corruption investigation and is fighting to save his political career, Mr. Peres assured Mr. Abbas that “governments come and go” but that “policies remain.” Mr. Peres noted that Israel had been through six governments in the past 15 years. 

 

In the Jerusalem District Court on Tuesday, Mr. Olmert’s defense lawyers wrapped up five days of preliminary cross-examination of Morris Talansky, the Long Island financier and fund-raiser who is a main witness in the case. 

 

Mr. Olmert has denied wrongdoing but has promised to resign if charged.

 

Isabel Kershner reported from Jerusalem, and Graham Bowley from New York. Myra Noveck contributed reporting from Jerusalem.
 

 

Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company 

 

================================================

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:

Titled: Earthmover attack in Israel

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/07/23/mideast.html
 

San Francisco Chronicle:

Titled: 16 hurt in Jerusalem in earthmover attack

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/07/23/MNSI11TB86.DTL&hw=Jerusalem&sn=025&sc=277
 

Washington Post:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/22/AR2008072200598.html
 

ANOTHER RAMPAGE IN JERUSALEM
Palestinian Injures 16 in Reprise of July 2 Earthmover Attack

 

All 3 articles by Griff Witte (pretty much the same article)
Washington Post Foreign Service
Wednesday, July 23, 2008; A11

 

 

JERUSALEM, July 22 -- In the second such attack this month, a Palestinian construction worker driving an earthmover went on a rampage on a busy Jerusalem street Tuesday afternoon, injuring 16 people -- one seriously -- before being shot to death.

 

The attack occurred only a block from the King David Hotel, where Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama was due to stay Tuesday night. Obama had not arrived at the time, and police said they did not believe there was any connection between the rampage and the senator's scheduled visit.

 

Still, the attack reinforced fears in Jerusalem, which until this spring had enjoyed four years of relative quiet. Tuesday's rampage followed an eerily similar incident just three weeks ago, when another Palestinian construction worker used an earthmover to ram cars and buses, killing three people and wounding more than 40. In March, a gunman killed eight students in a rabbinical seminary.

 

In all three incidents, a Palestinian resident of mostly Arab East Jerusalem crossed into predominantly Jewish West Jerusalem to carry out an attack. In each case, the Palestinian had an Israeli identity card that permitted him to work in Israel.

 

The string of attacks has ignited debate in Israel over whether more restrictions should be placed on Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem -- a challenge for a city that has not been physically divided since 1967. Israel captured East Jerusalem that year and later annexed it, although the move has not been internationally recognized.

 

There have also been calls in Israel for the government to take stronger action against the families of any Palestinian who carries out an attack.

 

"It's terrible that we can't walk outside without being in danger," said Nathaniel Sterman, 16, who witnessed Tuesday's rampage. Referring to the driver in the July 2 attack, he added, "If they had ruined his house or deported his family, maybe this man would have thought twice about what he did."

 

Tuesday's assailant was identified as Ghasan Abu Teir, 23, who had been operating the earthmover at the nearby construction site of a luxury apartment complex.

 

At his East Jerusalem home, family members said they were in shock. "He has no political affiliation," said a cousin, Mustafa Abu Teir. "All he does is work." He said his cousin was a religious man who had dropped out of school after eighth grade to get a job.

 

Witnesses described the assailant driving fast and with apparent intent to destroy the vehicles in his path. Just after 2 p.m., he rammed a bus and tried to turn it over with the earthmover's mechanical arm. When that failed, witnesses said, he went after passenger cars, crushing a white subcompact, flipping over a silver sedan and damaging two other vehicles.

 

His path of destruction extended 150 yards down King David Street, a bustling thoroughfare lined with upscale shops, the historic YMCA and the stately hotel, where scores of U.S. politicians and visiting heads of state have stayed.

 

"Everyone was in a panic," said Yohanan Levin, 16, who had been walking home from school. "I looked at his face," he said of Abu Teir. "He had come to kill."

 

Ghasan Abu Teir's rampage ended when a reserve-duty Israeli military officer, Yaakov Asael, 53, got out of his car and shot him dead, police said.

 

Obama, in Jordan, called the attack "a reminder of what Israelis have courageously lived with on a daily basis for far too long." He added, "I strongly condemn this attack and will always support Israel in confronting terrorism and pursuing lasting peace and security."

 

Special correspondents Samuel Sockol and Sufian Taha contributed to this report.
 

================================================

 

Denver Post:

http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_9960082
 

San Francisco Examiner:

http://www.examiner.com/a-1500031~Palestinian_attacks_using_construction_vehicle.html
 

Washington Post:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/22/AR2008072201524.html
 

PALESTINIAN ATTACKS USING CONSTRUCTION VEHICLE
 

Article written by LAURIE COPANS, and reprinted in the above 3 newspapers
The Associated Press
Tuesday, July 22, 2008; 5:40 PM

 

 

JERUSALEM -- A Palestinian attacker turned a construction vehicle into a fearsome weapon in downtown Jerusalem just hours before Barack Obama's visit Tuesday, ramming a bus, overturning a car and injuring five people before he was shot dead.

 

It was the second attack of its kind in less than a month. On July 2, a Palestinian smashed cars and a bus with his heavy construction vehicle in another part of Jerusalem, killing three people and wounding dozens.

 

Both men were from east Jerusalem, where Palestinian residents hold Israeli ID cards and can move freely about Israel.

 

Early Tuesday afternoon, the Palestinian rammed his yellow vehicle into a bus several times before the bus driver moved the vehicle to safety, then crushed a small car with his heavy scoop, overturned a sedan and repeatedly hit cars waiting at a stoplight before he was shot dead.

 

"After I passed him, he turned round, made a U-turn and rammed the windows twice with the shovel. The third time he aimed for my head, he came up to my window and I swerved to the right. Otherwise I would have gone to meet my maker," said the bus driver, Avi Levi.

 

"Suddenly I heard smashing and crashing and heard people shouting and lots of people came running down the street," said Eran Sternberg, 33, who was on the sidewalk talking on his phone at the time. "Then the bulldozer came down the street and overturned the car next to me, almost hitting me."

 

Sternberg then began to take a video with his cellular phone. The clip shows the vehicle _ called a backhoe loader _ stopped a few feet from him, as the civilian ran up and began shooting at the driver through the glass door. The large shovel then jerked and fell to the ground, where it rested as a border policeman ran up to shoot at the driver again.

 

Police identified the driver as Ghassan Abu Teir, a 22-year-old east Jerusalem resident related to a militantly anti-Israel politician from the Islamic Hamas, Mohammed Abu Teir. The driver's family said he was not affiliated with any militant group.

 

Many Israelis carry guns through their work in the military or as security guards. The man who shot Tuesday's attacker lives in a Jewish settlement in the West Bank, Sternberg said. Many settlers have licenses to carry weapons for their protection.

 

"Unfortunately, it is clear that we as a society will have to remain vigilant against terrorism," said Israeli government spokesman Mark Regev.

 

In Washington, White House press secretary Dana Perino said, "Terrorist attacks do nothing to further the goals of Israel and Palestine living side by side in peace, a goal the president has been advocating for, and that both of those countries' leaders have been working toward."

 

The Palestinian driver's onslaught began just down the street from Jerusalem's historic King David Hotel, where Obama will stay during his visit to Israel and the Palestinian areas.

 

Speaking from Jordan, Obama said "Today's bulldozer attack is a reminder of what Israelis have courageously lived with on a daily basis for far too long."

 

More immediately, Tuesday's attack had Israeli Jews questioning whether they could continue to let Palestinians from east Jerusalem _ who make up about one-third of the city's population of 750,000 and work at many of its unskilled jobs _ freely enter the Jewish section.

 

Several Israeli politicians called for the demolition of houses of east Jerusalem Arab attackers. Such attacks used to be rare, but there have been three in recent months _ Tuesday's rampage, the July 2 bulldozer attack in Jerusalem and a shooting at a Jewish religious seminary in March in which eight students were killed.

 

"Demolishing a terrorist's house after an attack is the best deterrent," said Public Security Minister Avi Dichter. Israel's Supreme Court ruled several years ago that destroying houses has little deterrent value, and the practice was halted.

 

Israel captured east Jerusalem in 1967, annexing it and granting Jerusalem's Palestinians Israeli ID cards _ unlike Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza. Palestinians want east Jerusalem as the capital of their future state. An explosive sticking point is the Old City, home to holy sites claimed by both sides.

 

 

© 2008 The Associated Press
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Bulldozer in Jerusalem rampage before Obama visit
 

By Rebecca Harrison, Reuters
Tuesday, July 22, 2008; 5:35 PM

 

 

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - A Palestinian rammed a bulldozer into vehicles on a Jerusalem street on Tuesday before a visit by U.S. Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama, who condemned the attack and pledged to push for a peace deal.

 

The attacker wounded at least 16 people, one seriously, before being shot dead just down the road from the hotel where Obama is due to stay. It was the second such incident in Jewish west Jerusalem in three weeks.

 

"Today's bulldozer attack is a reminder of what Israelis have courageously lived with on a daily basis for far too long," Obama told a news conference in Amman. "I strongly condemn this attack and will always support Israel in confronting terrorism and pursuing lasting peace and security."

 

White House spokeswoman Dana Perino called the rampage "an act of terrorism," adding that such attacks "do nothing to further the goals of Israel and Palestine living side by side in peace, a goal the president has been advocating for."

 

Obama, who was to fly to Israel later in the day, pledged to start working for a breakthrough in Israeli-Palestinian peace talks from his first day in office but said it was unrealistic to expect a U.S. president to "suddenly snap his fingers and bring about peace."

 

"The Israeli government is unsettled. The Palestinians are divided between Fatah and Hamas. And so it's difficult for either side to make the bold move that would bring about peace," Obama told reporters in Amman.

 

Obama discussed Israeli-Palestinian matters with King Abdullah of Jordan, who later extended the U.S. presidential candidate the rare courtesy of driving him personally onto the airport grounds in his car.

 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, who faces a corruption probe that could force him from office, and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, who lost his hold on the Gaza Strip to Hamas Islamists a year ago, aim to reach a statehood agreement before U.S. President George W. Bush leaves office in January.

 

But disputes over Jewish settlement building and violence on both sides have marred the negotiations.

 

"MURDER"

 

The attack occurred while Israeli President Shimon Peres hosted Abbas less than a kilometer (half-mile) away, the first visit by a Palestinian president to Israel's official presidential residence.

 

Israeli police identified the driver as Ghassan Abu Tair, a 22-year-old Palestinian from a village in an area of the occupied West Bank that Israel considers part of Jerusalem and whose residents have freedom of movement in the city and Israel.

 

A police spokesman said a civilian opened fire at the bulldozer, which kept moving until police shot him dead. Emergency services said at least 16 people were wounded.

 

There was no immediate claim of responsibility.

 

Hours after the rampage, two Arab residents of east Jerusalem were attacked and wounded in one of the city's Jewish ultra-Orthodox neighborhoods, a police spokesman said, in what appeared to be a revenge-motivated attack. Police were still searching for suspects, he said.

 

Abbas "condemned and rejected" the attack and told reporters that such incidents "hurt our reputation and peace in general."

 

Obama, scheduled to hold talks with Israeli and Palestinian leaders on Wednesday, is due to stay at the King David Hotel, less than 200 meters from the scene of the attack. Police said they had no evidence to suggest it was linked to the visit.

 

A bulldozer attack in Jerusalem on July 2 killed three Israelis. Its Palestinian driver, a resident of Arab East Jerusalem, was shot dead by an off-duty soldier and police.

 

 

(Additional reporting by Adam Entous, Mohammed Assadi and Avida Landau; Writing by Jeffrey Heller, Editing by Alison Williams)
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IN JERUSALEM, ANOTHER ATTACK WITH HEAVY CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
 

A Palestinian driving a backhoe loader rams a bus and cars, injuring six Israelis before he is fatally shot.

Both are basically the same article by Richard Boudreaux
Los Angeles Times Staff Writer

 

July 23, 2008

 

JERUSALEM — About 10 hours before Sen. Barack Obama checked into the King David, Avi Levi was driving by the hotel and felt a construction vehicle strike the rear of his No. 13 bus.

 

He stopped, thinking it was just an accident on the heavily guarded route past West Jerusalem's classiest hotels and shops, an area dotted with construction sites.

 

But within seconds, the yellow backhoe loader's massive shovel was smashing the side of his bus like a battering ram, nearly tipping it over and showering 30 screaming passengers with glass.

 

It was the start of a rampage Tuesday that ended with six Israelis injured and the Palestinian assailant dead, shot by a pistol-toting Jewish settler and a border policeman in front of scores of terrified onlookers.

 

The dead man, wearing shorts and the white skullcap typical of an observant Muslim, was identified as a 22-year-old Jerusalem resident employed for years driving construction vehicles. Israeli authorities called it a terrorist attack but said he may have acted alone, inspired by a similar rampage three weeks ago.

 

Obama, speaking from Jordan before his arrival here amid heightened police vigilance, deplored the attack as "a reminder of what Israelis have courageously lived with on a daily basis for far too long." He added, "I will always support Israel in confronting terrorism and pursuing everlasting peace and security."

 

In fact, it's been years since the second Palestinian uprising petered out and most Israelis stopped fearing suicide bombings on buses and in crowded cafes. The army has sealed off the West Bank and Gaza Strip more effectively. But Tuesday's rampage appears to be part of a new threat. Like two deadly attacks on the Jewish side of the city this year, it was carried out by a Palestinian whose residence in mostly Arab East Jerusalem gave him license to travel throughout Israel.

 

And as in the previous attack, in which three Israelis were killed July 2, the weapon was a heavy construction vehicle to which the perpetrator apparently had access through his job.

 

"They keep on inventing ways to attack us," Mayor Uri Lupolianski told reporters, after hearing the nearby commotion and rushing to the scene. "Every work tool has become a weapon."

 

The string of attacks has raised tensions between Jews and Arabs in Jerusalem, the city at the heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Lupolianski joined Public Security Minister Avi Dichter in demanding that the latest assailant's home be demolished as a deterrent. The mayor also called for "rethinking" the kinds of jobs Jerusalem Palestinians are allowed to hold.

 

Israel annexed East Jerusalem after capturing it, along with the West Bank, in the 1967 Middle East War. The 208,000 Palestinians who live there make up about one-third of the city's population but lack citizenship.  Many identify with the Palestinian struggle to achieve statehood and regain control of East Jerusalem.

 

Police said Tuesday's attacker, identified as Ghassan abu Teir, apparently drove the loader from a construction site in Jerusalem's upscale Yemin Moshe district, blocks from the scene of destruction.

 

Seeking to prevent anti-Israeli demonstrations, police went to Um Tuba, his home village on the city's southern edge, and forbade his relatives to set up a traditional mourning tent.

 

Family members interrogated by the police said Ghassan had not been involved in politics or militant Islam, even though a relative from the same village, Mohammed abu Teir, was elected to the Palestinian Authority parliament in 2006 as a member of the militant Islamic group Hamas.

 

The lawmaker, now imprisoned, is well known in Israel, where he was lampooned on television because of an orange-dyed beard worn as a symbol of his fundamentalist Islamic beliefs. He was arrested two summers ago in 

 

a broad Israeli crackdown on Hamas after the group's capture of an Israeli soldier, who is still being held.

 

Hamas' spokesman in Gaza praised Tuesday's attack. Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, Hamas' U.S.-backed rival who is leading peace talks with Israel, condemned it. The attack occurred shortly before 2 p.m. as Abbas was meeting a few blocks away with Israeli President Shimon Peres.

 

With passengers screaming, "Open the doors!" and the shovel swinging toward his head, Levi turned his bus abruptly onto a side street and escaped further damage. The loader kept moving along King David Street for about 500 yards, zigzagging to attack pedestrians and smash a pickup truck and three sedans.

 

"The first thing he tried was to lower the shovel on a female pedestrian right near me," said Moshe Feiglin, a passerby. "There was a boom when the shovel hit the street. He missed by centimeters."

 

One car was flipped on its roof and its driver suffered a severe leg injury. Rescue workers said five other people sustained less serious injuries and 23 were treated for shock.

 

Bentzi Gottesman, a shopkeeper, said he pulled pieces of glass from a 6-month-old boy's head, leg and hand wounds after carrying him from the bus and calming his hysterical mother.

 

As the loader targeted cars stopped at a traffic light during the sweltering midafternoon heat, Yaki Asael, a 53-year-old West Bank settler and former army platoon commander, emerged coolly from the panicked crowd and fired his pistol upward into the cabin.

 

"After a few shots, I saw the driver shake and fall, and then he didn't move," said Moshe Shimshi, a passerby.

 

But when border policeman Amal Ganem arrived at the scene and also fired into the cabin, a man nearby shouted, "He's not dead! He's not dead!" Ganem moved to another side of the loader for a better angle and fired again.

 

The driver was found sprawled backward in the cabin, which had been punctured by 20 bullets before the loader came to rest on a sidewalk outside the King Solomon Hotel.

 

boudreaux@latimes.com
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ISRAELIS SEE WORRYING PATTERN IN BULLDOZER ATTACK
Tuesday's incident appears to mark the third time this year that Palestinians inside Jerusalem have been involved in attacks on Israelis.


By Ilene R. Prusher | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 
from the July 23, 2008 edition

 

JERUSALEM - Just hours before US Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama was due to arrive in Jerusalem, a Palestinian went on a bulldozer rampage in downtown Jerusalem – just down the road from the legendary King David Hotel, where Senator Obama is to stay.

 

The attack, which injured 24, marks the second time this month that such an attack took place on a main thoroughfare in primarily Jewish West Jerusalem, and the second time this month in which the attacker, who was shot and killed, was from Arab East Jerusalem, raising tensions in the city.

 

Yerah Tucker, an emergency service worker who went to the scene, said Israelis were concerned this was becoming a new pattern of attacks. "Now, everyone who sees a bulldozer in Jerusalem has reason to be scared."

 

Tuesday's attack appears to mark the third time this year that Palestinians inside Jerusalem have been involved in attacks on Israelis. Palestinians as a population make up close to a third of Jerusalem, and most are permanent residents who hold "blue ID cards" issued by the Israeli government, giving them the right to work or travel anywhere in Israel and receive benefits similar to those of Israeli citizens.

 

On July 2, a Palestinian from the East Jerusalem neighborhood of Sur Baher killed three people and wounded 30 others when he rammed a bulldozer into a bus and cars on a busy Jerusalem street before being shot dead. In March, a Palestinian from another area of East Jerusalem, Jebel Mukaber, gunned down eight seminary students in the town center. Police prohibited the publishing of details on Tuesday's attacker, but earlier in the day, news wires had identified him as a 22-year-old from Umm Tuba, also in the Jerusalem area.

 

The location of the attackers has underscored the complications of the Israeli-Palestininan conflict and the city at the heart of it: Jerusalem. Israel occupied East Jerusalem in 1967 and officially annexed it, as well as many of the surrounding villages. The status of the city is supposed to be worked out in peace talks, but in the nearly 15 years since Israel and the PLO signed the Oslo Accords, no agreements on Jerusalem have been reached.

 

Obama said in a recent policy speech in Washington that Jerusalem should remain united and undivided, sparking controversy. Last week he issued a clarification in which he said that the status of Jerusalem will need to be negotiated in future peace talks.

 

After the attack Tuesday, security was further heightened for police and security forces already on high alert ahead of Obama's visit, which is expected to include meetings with high-profile Israeli and Palestinian officials and to clarify the senator's viewpoint on the conflict.

 

Israeli police called the incident a "terror attack," but could not say if it was timed for Obama's trip.

 

At the scene, Nathaniel Sterman, a high school student, sat behind the police lines under the shade of a tree, trying to catch his breath. "We heard big bashes, and then we saw him pick up cars and flip them," he said. Yochanan Levin, also a witness, said he saw the driver trying to overturn a large bus. "I guess he figured that was the way to get the most people," he said.

 

Copyright © 2008 The Christian Science Monitor. 
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Thank you,

The Staff of the Palestine Media Project

====================================
PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:  PROMOTING
ACCURACY AND NON-BIAS IN MIDDLE-EAST
REPORTING, AND THUS FACILITATING THE
EVOLUTION OF JUST SOLUTIONS, AND HUMAN
RIGHTS AND EQUALITY THROUGH INTERNATIONAL
LAW.

Visit us at www.palmediaproject.org
 

We have hundreds of resources on the different subjects referred to in this Action Alert.  You might also find additional info in past Action Alerts.  Visit our website today!
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