PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law.

 
Greetings Everyone:

 

Israel has just announced it is considering building a new settlement in the Jordan Valley on the Eastern side of the West Bank.  Major reporters about the Middle East conflict have reported on this new development.  We should take this opportunity to send them feedback about their reporting on the settlements.  

 

Even though it is probably too late to try to be published in the newspaper as a letter-to-the-editor, we can still write to the reporters themselves and give them feedback on their articles.

 

We can also write to the newspapers and give them feedback on the articles they publish.

 

Contact for both are listed below in this email.

  

 

TALKING POINTS ABOUT SETTLEMENTS
 

Probably the most important points to emphasize to them are the following:

 

1.  All settlements are illegal as per international law - 

 

* the Geneva Conventions (article 49(6)) (1994)

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/civilianpersons.htm
 

* the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court labels this a War Crime (article 8(2)(b)(viii)) (1998);

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/criminalcourt.htm
 

* numerous UN resolutions, most notably UN Security Council resolution 465 (1980);

http://domino.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0a2a053971ccb56885256cef0073c6d4/5aa254a1c8f8b1cb852560e50075d7d5!OpenDocument
 

* International Court of Justice clearly judged the settlements illegal in its 2004 advisory opinion concerning the Israeli wall being built in the West Bank.

http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=4&code=mwp&case=131&k=5a
A study guide for the ICJ Advisory Opinion can be found at:

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/miscdocuments/icjadvisoryopinion2003/studyguides/icj2003sgmain.htm
 

Thus emphasize that this clearly is not just a judgment of the Palestinians only, but a formal judgment of the international community.

 

2.  Settlement building has been strongly condemned as an obstacle to peace by -

 

* US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice (described in Kershner's article below);

* British Prime Minister Gordon Brown (most recent article copied below);

* French President Nicolas Sarkozy (see below);

* United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (mentioned in Witte's article copied below).

 

Sarkozy's stance against settlement can be found in this article by Weizman:
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/20732629.html
 

 

3.  The Israelis have committed to not building new settlements as part of both -

 

* the Road Map to Peace promoted by the Quartet (USA, Russia, EU and UN) (Kershner's article below);

* the Annapolis Summit last year (Witte's article below), which they have now violated.

 

It is very important to remind the media to include the legal view of Israel's actions, for example the illegality of the settlements as described above.

 

It is also important to remember that the pro-Israel groups are writing tons of criticisms of such reporting which seems to criticize Israel.  We need to balance that out so that these reporters will feel support for such reporting.

 

 

CRITIQUE OF SOME MAJOR REPORTERS
 

Laurie Copans, Associated Press - the article reprinted below hits some of the points listed above to some degree or another, except PM Brown criticizing the settlements, which is actually new news, and Sarkozy's and Ki-moon's criticism.  She also does not mention that the settlements are illegal as per international law, and not only an obstacle to the peace process.

 

Mohammed Daraghmeh, Reuters - Mr. Daraghmeh's article is about PM Brown's condemnation of the Israeli settlements.  It would have been illuminating if he had mentioned that Brown's comments reflect those of the international community including US Secretary of State Rice and French Pres. Sarkozy, and the EU he mentions actually said this also as a member of the Quartet - which included the USA, Russia and the UN (which has condemned the settlements in its own resolutions as mentioned above).  He might have also mentioned how the settlements are illegal as per international law, and that Israel had agreed to halt settlement expansion and new settlement building with the Quartet as well as at the beginning of the negotiations in Annapolis last year.  This is important information because it shows that Brown's comments are not isolated or extremist but follow the international community.


Isabel Kershner, New York Times - as is typical of her reporting, Ms. Kershner covered most of the points listed above but then gave much more space to Israel's responses and rationales.  While it is clear that Ms. Kershner makes some effort to report the view of both sides, she seems to lack a sense of the devastation to the Palestinian community that Israeli policies have, and thus her reporting lacks that perspective and ends up slanted toward the Israel view.  Typical of this is her recent article about the lastest Jerusalem bulldozer attack, which completely lacks mention of what E. Jerusalem neighborhoods are going through with the wall and the settlement expansions gobbling up Palestinian lands.  Thus while acknowledging and respecting her feelings of horror at Palestinian attacks against Israeli civilians, we probably would benefit her reporting if we reminded her of the principle of proportionality - that the devastation to Palestinian communities and families and individuals is far more intense and far reaching and is a direct result of Zionist goals and planning since the beginning, as well as being judged illegal by the international community.

 

Her bulldozer attack article can be found at --  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/23/world/middleeast/23israel.html?scp=4&sq=Israel&st=cse
 

Steve Weizman, Associated Press - his article copied below describes British PM Gordon Brown's trip to Palestine and Israel.  The article mentions that he spoke out in support of an independent Palestinian State "with Jerusalem the capital for both" and against the settlements.  The article also mentions the Israeli view on each point, but does not mention the international condemnation and outright illegality of the settlements and the annexation of East Jerusalem, which is important background info supporting Brown's position over the Israeli positions described in the article.

 

Griffe Witte, Washington Post - Mr. Witte's article mentions some of the points listed above, but he does not mention that the settlements are actually illegal as per international law, and that both Sarkozy and Brown criticized the settlements.


 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR REPORTERS & NEWSPAPERS
 
If you wish to get published then letters should be 150 words or less and include your name, address, and a day and evening telephone number (for identification purposes only).  If you just wish to give feedback then there is no limit.

 

Isabel Kershner, New York Times - you can write Isabel Kershner at this email for the news dept - nytnews@nytimes.com
New York Times letters-to-the-editor can be sent to letters@nytimes.com
 

Griffe Witte,  Washington Post - you can input your message to Griffe in the message input box found at the following URL:    http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/griff+witte/
Washington Post letters-to-the-editor can be sent to letters@washpost.com
Laurie Copans, Mohammed Daraghmeh and Steve Weizman, of the Associate Press, can be reached through this general email - info@ap.com
 

Some of the newspapers that reprinted Laurie Copan's article are listed below:

 

Israel reverses stance on West Bank projects
 http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/07/25/mideast.html
Atlanta Journal-Constitution letter-to-editor:  letters@ajc.com
 

Israeli committee OK's new settlement
http://www.boston.com/news/world/articles/2008/07/25/israeli_committee_oks_new_settlement/
Boston Globe letter-to-editor:  letter@globe.com
 

New Israeli settlement planned for West Bank
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-israel_25jul25,0,7639220.story
Chicago Tribune  letter-to-editor:  ctc-tribletter@tribune.com
 

Israel to build new settlement in West Bank
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_9981108?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
Denver Post  letter-to-editor:  openforum@denverpost.com
 

Israel to build new settlement in West Bank
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/25846149.html
Philadelphia Inquirer letter-to-editor:  Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
 

Israel moves ahead on West Bank settlement
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/07/25/MNJ511UUTH.DTL&hw=Laurie+Copans&sn=001&sc=1000
San Francisco Chronicle letters-to-editor:  letters@sfchronicle.com
 

Israel to build new settlement in West Bank

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/24/AR2008072400555.html
Washington Post  letter-to-editor:  letters@washpost.com
 

----------------------------------------------------------

Some of the newspapers that reprinted Mohammed Daraghmeh's article are:

 

Brown demands end to Israel settlement-building

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/21/brown_demands_end_to_israel_settlement_building/
Boston Globe letter-to-editor:  letter@globe.com
 

British leader demands Israel halt settlements
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mideast-brown_21jul21,0,1416906.story
Chicago Tribune  letter-to-editor:  ctc-tribletter@tribune.com
 

Britain's Brown demands end to Israel settlements
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_9940542?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
Denver Post  letter-to-editor:  openforum@denverpost.com
 

British leader presses Israel to halt settlements
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/25676669.html
Philadelphia Inquirer  letter-to-editor:  Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
 

Britain's Brown demands end to Israel settlements
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/20/AR2008072000559.html
Washington Post  letter-to-editor:  letters@washpost.com
 

----------------------------------------------------------

Steve Weizman's article has been reprinted in the following newspapers:

 

British premier vows to thwart Iranian atomic arms
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Mideast_Brown.html
Atlanta Journal-Constitution letter-to-editor:  letters@ajc.com
 

British premier vows to thwart Iranian atomic arms
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_9947278?IADID=Search-www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com
Denver Post  letter-to-editor:  openforum@denverpost.com
 

French leader urges Israel to share Jerusalem
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/20732629.html
Philadelphia Inquirer  letter-to-editor:  Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
 

British premier vows to thwart Iranian atomic arms
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/21/AR2008072100565.html
Washington Post  letter-to-editor:  letters@washpost.com
 

 

*************************************************************************

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/25/world/middleeast/25mideast.html?scp=5&sq=Israel&st=cse

 HYPERLINK "http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bal-op.palestine13dec13,0,2680401.story" \o "http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bal-op.palestine13dec13,0,2680401.story" 
 

Israel Moves Toward Building More Settler Homes

By ISABEL KERSHNER

July 25, 2008


JERUSALEM — An Israeli defense committee has approved the construction of 22 homes in a barely populated West Bank settlement, Defense Ministry officials said Thursday. The move appeared to catch some Israeli officials off guard, angered Palestinians and was likely to prompt criticism from the international community as it tried to push forward a long-faltering peace process.

 

Israeli officials who confirmed the details on condition of anonymity in the absence of any official statement suggested that the approval came in the context of a quiet deal with settler leaders who had agreed to remove some illegal West Bank outposts in return. The officials noted that the building plans were subject to final approval by Defense Minister Ehud Barak and Prime Minister Ehud Olmert. 

 

Previous plans to build at the settlement, Maskiot, in the Jordan Valley, were frozen in January 2007 by Amir Peretz, then the defense minister, after American officials voiced displeasure. He said he had approved the settlement plan to fulfill his predecessor’s promise to build at the site to resettle some Israelis forced to leave the Gaza Strip in 2005. 

 

Many regard Maskiot as a new settlement, the first to be established in the West Bank in more than a decade, making the decision to build permanent housing there all the more contentious. But Israeli officials and settler leaders hold that Maskiot was established in the 1980s by Nahal, a youth- and agriculture-oriented branch of the army that founded many settlements in Israel and the occupied territories to bolster security, intending to turn them into civilian settlements. 

 

“Maskiot has been settled since 1982,” said a Defense Ministry spokeswoman, noting that a religious boarding school had been operating at the site, which was an army base in the 1990s. The ministry’s planning and construction committee published its decision in Israeli newspapers on Wednesday in what the spokeswoman described as a purely bureaucratic step toward “expansion of an existing settlement.” 

 

The new housing is intended for families of a former Gaza settlement, Shirat Hayam. To persuade them to leave Gaza peacefully, the army promised to keep them together. At least eight of the families are already living at Maskiot in trailers.

 

Much of the world considers Israel’s settlements in Palestinian territory a violation of international law. Israel says the West Bank is disputed, its fate to be decided in negotiations for an independent state for the Palestinians. It hopes to be able to keep a few major settlement blocs. The Palestinians have said they are ready for minor land swaps along the 1967 boundary separating Israel and the West Bank. But Maskiot is far from that boundary, on the opposite side of the West Bank, near Jordan’s border.

 

Mark Regev, a spokesman for Prime Minister Olmert, said Thursday that the request for building in Maskiot “has not come yet to our table.” He added that Israel would “honor all of its commitments on the issue of settlements,” referring to Mr. Olmert’s pledge not to build any new settlements, not to expand existing ones beyond their current boundaries and not to expropriate any more Palestinian land. 

 

Saeb Erekat, a senior Palestinian negotiator and aide of President Mahmoud Abbas, denounced the construction plans. “This is destroying the process of a two-state solution,” he told The Associated Press. “I hope the Americans will make the Israelis revoke the decision. I think they can make the Israelis do this.”

 

There was no immediate comment from American diplomats in the region. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice warned during a recent visit that “settlement activity has the potential to harm the negotiations” and said that “parties should adhere to their obligations under the road map,” referring to a 2003 peace plan that calls for Israel to freeze settlements and for the Palestinians to dismantle terrorist networks. 

 

In a June 24 statement, the so-called quartet of Middle East peacemakers — the United States, the European Union, the United Nations and Russia — “reiterated its deep concern” over Israel’s continued settlement activity, calling for a complete settlement freeze.

 

A statement on behalf of the United Nations secretary general, Ban Ki-moon, said Thursday that he was “deeply concerned” about the announcement of initial approval of the Maskiot homes.

 

Settler leaders and government officials say four illegal outposts have already been quietly removed, but they refuse to go into details, saying publicity limits the possibility of compromise. 

 

Dani Dayan, chairman of the Yesha Council, an umbrella group representing the settlers, said by telephone that there was “no direct connection” between the permission for the new homes and the removal of outposts. He did say the settlers’ unilateral removal of four outposts “may have created a positive atmosphere.” 

 

Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company

 

========================================================


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/24/AR2008072403463_pf.html
 

Revived Israeli Plan for New Homes in West Bank Sparks Outcry
 

By Griff Witte
Washington Post Foreign Service
Friday, July 25, 2008; A12

 

 

 

JERUSALEM, July 24 -- Israeli officials on Thursday revived plans to construct a new settlement in the occupied West Bank, two years after U.S. pressure forced Israel to shelve the idea.

 

Although only about 20 homes are slated to be built at a site known as Maskiyot, in the Jordan Valley, the plan is significant because it would appear to defy an Israeli promise made at the Annapolis peace conference last November not to establish any new settlements.

 

The State Department issued a statement noting Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice's frequent observation that "settlement expansion is not helpful."

 

Referring to a 2003 peace initiative, the statement said that settlement expansion "is inconsistent with Israel's commitments under the Road Map and does not contribute to an environment supportive of negotiations."

 

The new settlement would be the first in a decade and would contribute to a wave of building going on across the West Bank, as Israel adds thousands of new homes to existing settlements despite international calls to halt construction. An estimated 260,000 to 280,000 Israeli settlers live in the West Bank, not including those who live in parts of East Jerusalem that Israel has annexed, a move not recognized internationally.

 

Palestinians fear that settlement growth will ruin the viability of their state before it can be created, and on Thursday they reacted angrily to the latest plans.

 

"They're burying the Annapolis process," said Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat. "They are destroying all credibility among our people. It's absolutely undermining everything we're trying to do."

 

Erekat said he had asked U.S. officials to intervene to stop the construction. "I know they can," Erekat said. "I hope they will."

 

U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said Thursday that he was "deeply concerned" about the construction plan, adding that it would violate international law.

 

Israeli officials said Thursday that a key Israeli defense committee authorized construction of the homes at Maskiyot. The plan has not yet been approved by Defense Minister Ehud Barak, but government officials said the ministerial committee would not have given its sanction unless Barak planned to allow the construction.

 

The plan must also be approved by Prime Minister Ehud Olmert. His spokesman, Mark Regev, said the matter had not yet come before the prime minister, and no decision had been made as of Thursday. Although Israel agreed to freeze "all settlement activity" under the road map, Olmert has maintained that Israel has the right to continue to build in areas it will ultimately control under a future agreement, including East Jerusalem and the major settlement blocs of the West Bank. That interpretation also has not been accepted internationally.

 

"The Israeli government will abide by our commitment not to establish new settlements and not to outwardly expand the existing ones," Regev said, citing what he called a history of Israeli civilians living at Maskiyot.

 

The new construction would be located deep inside the West Bank, in a northern part of the strategically important Jordan Valley, which some Israelis want to hang on to as a buffer zone between a future Palestinian state and Jordan. The area, along with the rest of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem, was captured by Israel in the 1967 Arab-Israeli war and has been in dispute ever since.

 

The Maskiyot site had been used as an Israeli army base starting in the early 1980s, but the base was later abandoned. In recent years, it had served as a pre-military preparatory school for religiously observant Jews. Earlier this year, eight families moved into mobile homes at the site. They had been evacuated from the Gaza Strip when Israel dismantled its settlements there in 2005.

 

Dovi Tal, head of the regional council for settlers in the Jordan Valley, said U.S. officials had recently visited Maskiyot. Tal said he told them that "the Palestinians do here as they wish. They build houses illegally. So 100 houses in Maskiyot -- that is what will derail the road map?"

 

When Israel proposed building a settlement at Maskiyot in 2006, there was an international outcry -- including from the United States -- and the plan was put on ice.

 

Hagit Ofran, settlements expert for the Israeli advocacy group Peace Now, said the decision to revive the plan reflects a calculation that "the American administration is too weak to do anything about it."

 

 

Staff writer Karen DeYoung in Washington and special correspondent Samuel Sockol in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
 

© 2008 The Washington Post Company

 

========================================================

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/24/AR2008072400555.html
 

Israel to build new settlement in West Bank
 

By LAURIE COPANS
The Associated Press
Thursday, July 24, 2008; 1:00 PM

 

 

JERUSALEM -- A key committee has approved construction of the first new Jewish settlement in the West Bank in a decade, an Israeli official said Thursday. The news infuriated Palestinians, who said the decision could cripple peace efforts.

 

The only hurdle that remains is Defense Minister Ehud Barak, who plans to approve the Maskiot settlement within weeks, the official said. Barak had signaled to the national planning committee that it should authorize the plan, the official said.

 

The official spoke on condition of anonymity because the Defense Ministry did not officially announce the settlement would be built in the Jordan Valley Rift, an arid north-south strip that forms Israel's eastern flank with Jordan.

 

Asked why Israel was moving ahead with the politically charged plan, the official said that it has been in the pipeline for years.

 

Israel originally announced in 2006 that it would build Maskiot, then froze the plan after international outcry. But earlier this year, nine Israeli families settled in mobile homes at the site, which Palestinians claim as part of a future state.

 

A number of Israeli politicians however, have said Israel needs to retain control of the Jordan Valley as a buffer between a future Palestinian state and Jordan. The issue remains to be resolved in negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians.

 

Settlers say around two dozen more families are waiting to join them.

 

Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat accused Israel of undermining U.S.-backed peace talks.

 

"This is destroying the process of a two-state solution," Erekat said. "I hope the Americans will make the Israelis revoke the decision. I think they can make the Israelis do this."

 

The U.S. Embassy had no comment. But on her last visit to the region in June, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said settlement building "has the potential to harm the negotiations."

 

When talks renewed last year after a seven-year breakdown, Israel promised not to establish new settlements in the West Bank. The two sides set a goal of reaching a final peace accord by the end of the year, but have since scaled back their ambitions, in part because disputes over Israeli settlement have impeded progress on peacemaking.

 

Palestinians want the final deal to outline the formation of a Palestinian state in most of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem. Israel captured those territories in the 1967 Mideast war.

 

Asked to comment on the revival of the plan to build Maskiot, Israeli government spokesman Mark Regev said, "Israel will stand by its commitments," and noted that Barak has not yet given final approval for the construction.

 

He would not elaborate. But Israel historically has interpreted its commitments on halting settlement expansion differently from the rest of the international community.

 

The Maskiot community is made up of settlers Israel evacuated from Gaza when it left the territory three years ago. When it withdrew from Gaza, Israel promised not to relocate evacuated settlers to the West Bank.

 

Earlier this year, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas briefly called off peace talks over continued Israeli construction in the West Bank and east Jerusalem.

 

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has sharply criticized the building, saying it hampers peace efforts, but the U.S. has not penalized Israel.

 

Maskiot had decades ago been established as a military base, and four years ago a religious school was set up there. But no one had lived at the site until February.

 

Many Israeli settlements have been established in precisely that manner, beginning as military points that are gradually converted into fledgling communities that gradually grow.

 

Like many settlers, those at Maskiot are Orthodox Jews who believe God gave the West Bank _ the biblical heartland Israelis often call Judea and Samaria _ to the Jewish people.

 

 

© 2008 The Associated Press
 

========================================================

 

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/07/21/brown_demands_end_to_israel_settlement_building/
 

Brown demands end to Israel settlement-building

By Mohammed Daraghmeh, Associated Press  |  July 21, 2008

 

BETHLEHEM, West Bank - Prime Minister Gordon Brown of Britain demanded yesterday that Israel cease settlement construction and promised more money to jump-start the battered Palestinian economy.

 

In his first trip to Israel and the Palestinian territories as Britain's leader, Brown repeatedly stressed that economics are key to Mideast peace, and said Israel should ease travel restrictions in the West Bank that have hindered commerce.

 

But his strongest comments were reserved for the settlements: "I think the whole European Union is very clear on this matter: We want to see a freeze on settlements."

 

"Settlement expansion has made peace harder to achieve. It erodes trust, it heightens Palestinian suffering, it makes the compromises Israel needs to make for peace more difficult," Brown said at a news conference with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in the West Bank town of Bethlehem.

 

Abbas went further in his criticism of Israel's construction in disputed East Jerusalem and the adjacent West Bank, telling Brown that Israel lacks commitment to the "principles and spirit" of Mideast peace efforts. He singled out stepped-up construction of homes for Jews in areas of Jerusalem the Palestinians claim for their capital.

 

At a joint appearance after meeting Brown later in Jerusalem, Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel acknowledged that his country disagrees with the Palestinians and Britain over the issue of settlements, but added: "I am absolutely convinced, Mr. Prime Minister, that this should not stand in the way of an agreement between us and the Palestinians."

 

Olmert repeated his contention that agreement is "closer than ever," and said he hoped for an accord by the end of the year.

 

Brown will speak today to the Israeli Knesset, the first time a British prime minister has addressed the body. He will warn Iran that it faces growing isolation and more sanctions if it rejects an offer from major powers on its disputed nuclear program, according to his prepared remarks.

 

Brown will pledge to stand by Israel and condemn threats against the country by Iran's president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

 

Israel and the Palestinians resumed peace talks late last year at a US-backed conference in Annapolis, Md.

 

Both sides had originally aspired to reach a final peace deal by the end of the year, but have backed away from that goal somewhat because of arguments over settlements and whether the Palestinians are capable of enforcing security in areas they control. 
 


© Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company

 

========================================================

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/21/AR2008072100565.html
 

British premier vows to thwart Iranian atomic arms
 

By STEVE WEIZMAN
The Associated Press
Monday, July 21, 2008; 10:07 AM

 

 

JERUSALEM -- Visiting British Prime Minister Gordon Brown on Monday said his country would remain at the forefront of efforts to block Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons, directly addressing one of Israel's greatest fears.

 

Speaking to Israel's parliament in the first-ever address there by a British premier, Brown said Iran must either halt its program or face international isolation.

 

"It is totally abhorrent for the President of Iran to call for Israel to be wiped from the map of the world," Brown said. "The U.K. will continue to lead - with the U.S. and our EU partners - in our determination to prevent an Iranian nuclear weapons program."

 

Israel considers Iran to be its most dangerous enemy. It does not believe Iran's claims that its nuclear program is peaceful, and takes seriously Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's repeated calls to wipe the Jewish state off the map.

 

Challenging one of Israel's sacred precepts from the heart of its legislature, Brown said peace should be built on the principle of an independent Palestinian state living peacefully alongside Israel, "with Jerusalem the capital for both."

 

Israel captured east Jerusalem, where more than 200,000 Palestinians live, in the 1967 Middle east war and swiftly annexed it, declaring the entire city its "eternal and indivisible" capital.

 

The Palestinians claim the east side as the capital of their future state.

 

Brown's address in Parliament Monday echoed a call made last month from the same podium by French President Nicolas Sarkozy, and reflected current EU thinking.

 

The U.S. defines the future status of Jerusalem as an issue to be decided in negotiations between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

 

In 1995, Congress recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and ordered the U.S. embassy to move there from its present location in Tel Aviv but successive U.S. administrations suspended the relocation of the embassy, citing national security concerns.

 

In a speech welcoming Brown to the legislature Monday, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said that after eight months of peace talks with the Palestinians, major gaps remained.

 

"There are still deep disagreements on decisive issues," he said. "But they can be bridged."

 

Brown arrived Saturday night on a two-day visit to Israel and the Palestinian territories, his first as Britain's leader. He was due to depart after the speech to parliament.

 

On Sunday he met Palestinian leaders in the West Bank town of Bethlehem, where he told reporters that Israel must stop construction on Jewish settlements.

 

Israel and the Palestinians resumed peace talks last November at a U.S.-mentored conference in Annapolis, Md. Both sides had originally aspired to reach a final peace deal by the end of the year, but have backed away from that goal because of arguments over settlements and whether the Palestinians are capable of enforcing security in areas they control.

 

Brown spoke of the "deep affection for Israel" instilled in him as a child by his father, a Church of Scotland minister who spoke Hebrew and led groups of pilgrims to the Holy Land.

 

"For the whole of my life I have counted myself as a friend of Israel," he said, pledging to bring his own young children on a visit in their grandfather's footsteps.

 

 

© 2008 The Associated Press



*************************************************************************
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The Staff of the Palestine Media Project
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