PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 

 

 

Greetings Everyone:

 

The following Associated Press article by Amy Teibel brings us up-to-date on the status of the Palestinian/Israeli peace negotiations begun in Annapolis, MD, last year by President Bush.  

 

It is important to remind the US media - reporters and newspaper editors - that the Palestinian position is based in international law.

 

 

SUMMARY OF CURRENT STATUS OF THE ANNAPOLIS NEGOTIATIONS:
 

Ms. Teibel's article acknowledges that the priority of negotiations between Olmert's government and President Abbas's government covers three of the four major points usually referred to as the main issues:  (1) the borders of Israel and the new Palestinian State, (2) the status and rights of the Palestinian refugees, and (3) the status of Jerusalem.  The fourth major point in the negotiations are the illegal Israeli settlements themselves, which are built on occupied lands, which she must have forgotten.

 

Then Ms. Teibel describes the main issues holding up the present negotiations - the continued settlement expansion by the Israelis, and the claim by Israel that Abbas is not able to control militants violently attacking Israel and thus no settlement can be reached because that cannot happen without the attacks being halted.

 

The Israeli point doesn't make sense because it is unreasonable to expect Abbas to control Hamas when Hamas is a different group than his.

 

Then she describes the main issue on which there most likely is progress in the negotiations - the return of Palestinian prisoners being held in Israeli jails.

 

But each of these points of the Palestinian position are based in the law.

 

 

INTERNATIONAL LAW & THE PALESTINIAN POV:
 

1.  Borders & the Status of Jerusalem:  one of the basic principles of international law is that territory acquired by force is not legally supported.  Thus strictly speaking not even the pre-1967 borders are legal because they encircle about 15% extra land beyond what was originally allocated in the 1947 UN partition plan.  And then this also applies to all the land Israel has taken for its own usage since then both in Israel itself, and in the occupied territories, which includes the land Israel has annexed into itself (Eastern Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan) as well as the land it has taken for its illegal settlements since 1967:

 

Hague Regulations (IV) (1907), article 55

Charter of the United Nations (1945), article 2(4)

Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970), principle 1

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(b)(ii) + (xiii) + (xiv)

 

NOTE:  Many people contend that even the 1947 partition plan which the UN passed in 1947 is unacceptable and would never pass today - that it only passed back then because international human rights law had not been fully developed yet.

 

 

2.  Status and Rights of the Palestinian Refugees:  it has been thoroughly documented how the Zionist forces drove out a significant percentage of the Palestinian civilians who then became refugees.  This is illegal as per the Geneva Conventions, and has now been confirmed in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court as a War Crime.  In addition, not allowing those refugees to return to their homes is then an additional war crime as defined in the Geneva Conventions.  And then multiple UN resolutions has reaffirmed the rights of the Palestinian refugees to return to their homes:

 

Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(1) & (2)

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a) & (b)

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(b)(viii)

 

NOTE:  It might be valuable to remind the US media that the Palestinian people are the native population of the region, and the majority population if you count the refugees (who have legal right to return to their homes) as well as the residents within Israel and within the occupied territories, and that Israel can only sustain the status of the Jewish State by excluding the native majority population - which violates the basic principles of democracy and international law of majority rule and protection of indigenous population rights.  Such decisions should be the democratic choice of all the people who have a right to live in their own homeland.

 

3.  Israeli settlements on occupied land:  is deemed illegal in the Geneva Conventions, and then reaffirmed in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court as a War Crime and Crime against Humanity:

 

Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 49(6)

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(a)

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(b)(viii)

 

 

4.  Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails:  many of the Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails are there under "administrative detention", which means imprisonment without charges or trial.  This is in violation of:

 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), articles 6-11

Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949), article 64

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions (1977), article 85(4)(e)

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), article 8(2)(a)(vi)

 

NOTE:  The Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions (1977) clarify and update the original conventions first developed in 1949.  The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court combines in a single legal document international human rights and international humanitarian law and Crimes against Humanity and War Crimes to facilitate prosecution.

 

 

LINKS TO THE LAW:
 

To read these laws in their entirety, follow these links:

 

*Hague & Geneva Conventions:  http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/lawofwar/lawwar.htm
*Geneva Conventions Additional Protocols:  use the search function on the United Nations website - www.un.org
*Declaration On Principles Of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations (1970) --> Documents --> General Assembly --> Documents --> Archives/Resolutions --> 25th-1970 --> 2625 (XXV)

*Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:  http://www.icc-cpi.int/ --> International Criminal Court in English --> Legal Tools (lower left) --> Access to the Tools --> Accept the Terms of Use --> Basic ICC documents --> Rome Statute (01-07-2000)(E)

 

You can also view copies of these documents at:  

 

http://www.geocities.com/savepalestinenow/internationallaw/internationallawalpha.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/20th.htm
 

NOTE:  Please check out our website at www.palmediaproject.org for additional resources concerning these issues.  We are adding new resources all the time.

 

 

LINKS & EMAIL FOR THE US MEDIA:
 

You can send feedback to the author Amy Teibel of the Associated Press at info@ap.com
 

Links to read this article in a few of the many newspapers that publish this article, and the contact info for the letters-to-the-editors for those newspapers are:

 

ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION:

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/France_Israel_Palestinians.html
Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@ajc.com
 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE:

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-france-israel-palestinians,0,1787300.story
Letters-to-the-Editor - ctc-tribletter@tribune.com
 

SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2008/07/13/international/i030901D74.DTL
Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@sfchronicle.com
 

WASHINGTON POST:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/13/AR2008071300383.html
Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@washpost.com
 

 

****************** THE ARTICLE *******************************************************

 

ISRAEL'S OLMERT SAYS PEACE DEAL CLOSER THAN EVER
 

By AMY TEIBEL | Associated Press Writer


12:39 PM CDT, July 13, 2008

 

PARIS - Embattled Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert declared Sunday that Israel and the Palestinians have never been closer to making peace -- even as a widening corruption probe brings him closer than ever to being ousted from office.

 

To help build confidence between the two sides, Olmert agreed in a one-on-one meeting with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to release an unspecified number of Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails, an Israeli official said.

 

Abbas, who met with Olmert at the French presidential palace ahead of a summit of European, Middle Eastern and African leaders, also sounded a positive note about the troubled peace talks, saying both sides were "serious and want to achieve peace."

 

The two men met with French President Nicolas Sarkozy before sitting down together one-on-one.

 

"We have never been as close to a possible (peace) agreement as we are today," Olmert told reporters before the three leaders entered their meeting.

 

Repeated rounds of Israeli-Palestinian peace talks since a peace conference in Annapolis, Md., last year have produced little change on the ground.

 

Israel has continued its contentious construction of homes on lands the Palestinians want for a future state, and has done little to scale back a network of roadblocks in the West Bank that hinder Palestinian movement and have severely handicapped prospects for the Palestinian economy.

 

Israel, meanwhile, says Abbas hasn't done enough to curb militants bent on attacking Israel, and the Palestinian president remains powerless against Hamas militants who wrested control of the Gaza Strip last year. Abbas rules only the West Bank, but Israel says no peace deal could be implemented as long as Hamas holds sway in Gaza.

 

Despite the troubles on both sides, the atmosphere was friendly when Olmert and Abbas posed on the steps of the Elysee Palace with Sarkozy in the center. Olmert and Abbas each rested an arm on the other's back.

 

After the meeting, Olmert spokesman Mark Regev said Israel was committed to "try to reach a historic agreement by the end of this year." Such an agreement, he said, "would outline what a two-state solution would look like."

 

That's a far less ambitious aim than the original objective set at the U.S.-hosted conference of reaching a detailed final deal by December.

 

As a "gesture" to Abbas, Olmert "agreed in principle" to release some of the thousands of Palestinian prisoners it holds, Regev said.

 

Because many Palestinian families have members in Israeli jails, prisoner releases are of paramount importance to the Palestinian people. Previous releases designed to bolster Abbas' standing among the Palestinian people haven't satisfied the Palestinians, because they have numbered in the dozens or hundreds.

 

Regev had no details on how many prisoners would be released or when, adding only that these prisoners would be separate from any freed as part of any prisoner swap for captured Israelis.

 

Israel plans on Wednesday to free five Lebanese prisoners in exchange for two soldiers captured by Lebanese Hezbollah guerrillas in 2006. The soldiers are believed to have been killed during or shortly after their capture, which touched off a monthlong war between Israel and Hezbollah.

 

In addition, Gaza's Hamas rulers have demanded the release of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners in exchange for Gilad Schalit, an Israeli sergeant with French citizenship whose release Sarkozy has urged.

 

Talks on Schalit's release are to be stepped up as part of a rocky truce Israel reached with Gaza militants last month.

 

Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat confirmed that Olmert promised to review Abbas' request for a prisoner release "very positively." He said the meeting -- one of a series of get-togethers the two leaders hold every few weeks -- was conducted in a "good atmosphere."

 

Asked to comment on Olmert's observation that the two sides were closer than ever to clinching a deal, Erekat replied, "We are having serious, in-depth negotiations on all issues."

 

The main issues that have tormented peace talks for years have been the final borders between Israel and a future Palestinian state, the status of disputed Jerusalem and the fate of Palestinians who fled or were expelled from their homes in the Arab war on Israel that followed the Jewish state's creation in 1948.

 

Erekat said peace talks weren't affected by Olmert's domestic troubles. On Friday, police announced that a corruption probe of Olmert had branched out into a new direction, and that the prime minister was suspected of billing multiple sources for identical trips, and pocketing the difference.

 

In May, Olmert saw his political fortunes plunge when a Jewish-American businessman testified in a Jerusalem court that he gave the Israeli leader hundreds of thousands of dollars in cash before he became prime minister in 2006 -- testimony that has raised suspicions of influence peddling. Some of the money, businessman Morris Talansky claimed, bankrolled Olmert's lavish tastes in cigars, pens and travel.

 

Olmert's lawyers are to cross-examine Talansky this week, but Israeli political commentators have predicted that Olmert will not be able to survive the latest allegations against him.  Olmert has denied wrongdoing and promised to resign if indicted, but in the meantime, rivals in his governing Kadima Party are working on holding primaries in September to replace him as party leader.

 

Under Israel's political system, the leader of the governing party usually serves as prime minister.

 

*************************************************************************
 
Thank you,

The Staff of the Palestine Media Project
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