PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 
 

Greetings Everyone:
 

Two important principles to convey to the US media are missing from the following article - (1) Collective Punishment, and )2) Proportionality.  The legal definitions are given below.  These two principles are central to understanding how Israel is not just defending herself as she claims.
 

 

THE PRINCIPLE PROPORTIONALITY
 

This article attempts to be fair by placing blame for Gaza's pollution of the Mediterranean Sea on both the Israeli blockage of energy supplies plus sabotage by Palestinian fighters, as well as Hamas mismanagement.  But this sense of fairness is not fair because of the disproportionate severity between what Israel does to the Palestinians versus what the Palestinians do.  This is not meant to support the rocket attacks on Israeli civilians, which are clearly illegal, but this cannot compare to the devastating impact that the ethnic cleansing of the Nakba of 1948, the apartheid legal structure within Israel since then, the practice of collective punishment against Palestinian communities since then, the occupation and then stealing of land throughout the West Bank since 1967, the division and isolation of Palestinian communities in the West Bank especially by the separation wall since 1967, and then the blockade of Gaza since 2006 have been utterly devastating for the entirety of Palestinian society.  In light of such overwhelming harm, the rocket attacks on civilians by Palestinian militants can clearly be seen to be in defense of their homeland and their community, even if they are illegal.

 

In addition, the Israelis claim they are only responding to Palestinian actions when this is historically not true.  The conflict was clearly begun by the Zionist groups at the beginning of last century, because before that, the Jews and Arabs living in Palestine got along fine.

 

It is important to remind the Media that you cannot judge an entire liberation movement and its cause by just one or two tactics you might disapprove of.

 

 

COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT
 

The structure of Israel's actions are illegal if you look at them as a reaction to Palestinian actions, because they are intentionally designed to punish the entire Palestinian community for the actions of an activist minority of that community.  This would include infants and the disabled - human beings who are clearly innocent of violent rebellion by definition.  Thus this is considered to be an international crime called Collective Punishment (please see legal statute and supporting articles below).

 

 

GAZA TRUCE VIOLATIONS
 

The article in question by Diaa Hadid also blames only Palestinians for truce violations when Israel clearly has done its part to violate the truce (mainly by closing the border in response to Palestinian violations, which is not a part of the agreement, and shooting at civilians in Gaza, wounding two and killing livestock).  For more details on this, please see our previous Action Alert and links given below in this email.

 

 

POLLUTION AFFECTS ISRAEL ALSO
 

Plus, contrary to what this article claims, this problem does affect Israel because the currents of the Mediterranean Sea flow north at this end of the Sea, and thus carry the sewage to Israeli beaches.  Please see the 2nd article reprinted below.  This second article gives additional information about the situation which might be useful in your letter-to-the-editor.


==========RESOURCES==================================================

 

INTERNATIONAL LAW DEFINING THE ILLEGALITY OF COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT:
 

Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Geneva, 12 August 1949

Article 33. No protected person may be punished for an offence he or she has not personally committed. Collective penalties and likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited. 

URL on United Nations website:   http://secap480.un.org/search?q=Geneva+Conventions+relative+to+the+Protection+of+Civilian+Persons+in+Time+of+War&Submit=Search&ie=utf8&site=un_org&output=xml_no_dtd&client=UN_Website_English&num=10&proxystylesheet=UN_Website_English&oe=utf8
 

INTERNATIONAL LAW DEFINING THE LEGAL PRINCIPLE OF PROPORTIONALITY:
 

Rule 65 of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence - Provisional release - Principle of proportionality - Definition of a State in Rule 65(B)
(1) Principle of proportionality: a measure in public international law is proportional only when (1) suitable, (2) necessary and when (3) its degree and scope remain in a reasonable relationship to the envisaged target (proportionality in the narrowest sense). 

 

URL on United Nations website:  http://www.un.org/icty/Supplement/supp35-e/blagojevic.htm

 

 

STUDIES OF ISRAELI COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT IN GAZA:
 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH - Statement Condemning Israel Cutting Gaza Energy As Violation Of International Law(7 February 2008)

    http://hrw.org/english/docs/2008/02/07/isrlpa17994.htm
 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL - Statement on Gaza - condemns Israel for commission of Collective Punishment in Gaza(21 January 2008) 

    http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/news/israel-cuts-electricity-and-food-supplies-gaza-20080121
 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH -  Statement on Gaza - accuses Israel of commission of the crime of Collective Punishment in Gaza(29 October 2007)

    http://hrw.org/english/docs/2007/10/29/isrlpa17198.htm
 

 

STUDIES SHOWING PERPETUATION OF GAZA OCCUPATION FOLLOWING MILITARY DISENGAGEMENT:
 

ELECTRONIC INTIFADA - The Gaza Strip: Disengagement two years on(24 November 2007).

    http://electronicintifada.net/v2/article9118.shtml
 

B'TSELEM - The Gaza Strip - One Big Prison(May, 2007).

    http://www.btselem.org/Download/200705_Gaza_Insert_eng.pdf
 

ISRAELI TRUCE VIOLATIONS, JUNE 2008:
 

MAAN NEWS AGENCY - Date: 23 / 06 / 2008

http://www.maannews.net/en/index.php?opr=ShowDetails&ID=30060
Elderly Palestinian seriously wounded by Israeli army in northern Gaza

 

MAAN NEWS AGENCY   Date: 25 / 06 / 2008

http://www.maannews.net/en/index.php?opr=ShowDetails&ID=30088
80-year-old farmer shot by Israeli forces near Khan Younis

 

PALESTINE NEWS NETWORK   Date: 25.06.08

http://english.pnn.ps/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2970&Itemid=5
Israeli forces broke calm in Gaza by shooting farmer on Monday, not Saraya Al Quds

 

PALESTINE NEWS NETWORK   Date: 25.06.08

http://english.pnn.ps/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2972&Itemid=5
Israeli forces continue to shoot Palestinian farmers in Gaza Strip

 

YNET NEWS / Israel News   Date: 27.06.08

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3560972,00.html
UN: Israel violated truce 7 times in one week, by Roi Mandel

 

Boston Globe   Date:  27.06.08

http://www.boston.com/news/world/articles/2008/06/27/gaza_truce_holds_despite_pressure/
Gaza truce holds despite pressure - Both sides strain fragile agreement, by Isabel Kershner

 

 

=========CONTACTS==========================================

 

MEDIA CONTACTS FOR COMMENTING ON THIS ARTICLE:
 

The author of the article, Diaa Hadid, can be reached at the following email address with the Associated Press:  info@ap.com
 

Since this was a publication of the Associated Press, it was sent out to over 1000 member-newspapers across the United States.  Some of those newspapers that have printed this article are listed below, with the URL for the article so you can read it yourself on the paper's website, and the email address to which you can send your email:

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Gaza_War_and_Sewage.html
Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@ajc.com
 

Chicago Tribune
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-gaza-war-and-sewage,0,7921061.story
Letters-to-the-Editor - ctc-tribletter@tribune.com
 

Houston Chronicle

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/5874039.html
Letters-to-the-Editor - viewpoints@chron.com
  

Miami Herald

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/595389.html
Letters-to-the-Editor - HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/23868754.html
Letters-to-the-Editor - Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
 

San Francisco Chronicle

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2008/07/06/international/i083059D51.DTL&hw=Gaza&sn=001&sc=1000
Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@sfchronicle.com 

 

San Francisco Examiner

http://www.examiner.com/a-1474631~Sewage_glut___another_ugly_result_of_Gaza_s_wars.html
Comments Input Box at end of the article found at the above address.

 

Star Tribune (Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN)

http://www.startribune.com/world/23868089.html?location_refer=$urlTrackSectionName
Letters-to-the-Editor - input letter into Comment Form found at this address on the Star Tribune website - http://mpls.startribune.com/dynamic/feedback/form.php
or send Fax - 1-612-673-4359

 

Washington Post

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/06/AR2008070600814.html
Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@washpost.com
 


=========ARTICLES====================================================


**************Beginning - this week's article on Gaza Sewage*************************************


 

Sewage glut - another ugly result of Gaza's wars

By DIAA HADID, Associated Press
 

Posted on Sun, Jul. 06, 2008 


When a toilet is flushed in Gaza City, the waste sloshes straight into the Mediterranean.
A yearlong standoff between Israel and Hamas has left the territory's sewage system in a state of collapse, flooding its coastal waters with human waste and blanketing crowded beach-side neighborhoods in a fierce stench.

 

The consequences can be deadly. Last year, five people were killed when a small waste reservoir collapsed. This summer, as Gazans head to the beaches, the World Health Organization is warning them to stay out of the sea.
 

"If the amount of sewage dumped into the sea remains at this rate, we'll be facing a dark future for sea water in Gaza," said WHO official Mahmoud Daher.
 

An Israeli blockade imposed after Hamas violently wrested control of Gaza last year has left the territory without enough fuel to operate its already overburdened treatment plants. Palestinian militant attacks from Gaza into Israel have deterred Western donors from building new facilities.
 

Now there's a glimmer of hope.
 

A cease-fire that went into effect June 19 could lead to a resumption of normal fuel supplies. Little has changed on the ground so far, in part because Israel has repeatedly reclosed the border crossings in response to continued rocket fire. But Palestinians think critical projects can be quickly finished if the truce takes root.
 

The sewage problems are not new. Throughout decades of Egyptian, Israeli and Palestinian rule, the overcrowded Gaza Strip has been piping sewage into its 25 miles of Mediterranean waters.
 

But the fuel shortages mean treatment plants work only intermittently, and since January, an additional 10 million gallons a day of sewage, only partially treated, have been fouling the sea.
 

Munzir Shiblak, of Gaza's sewage utility, said he needs 40,000 gallons of fuel a month to treat the extra waste. From January to April, he said, the plants received less than half that, both because of Israeli sanctions and because of Hamas "mismanagement."
 

In the seaside neighborhood of Sheikh Ajleen, a pipe disgorges waste straight into the sea. Unwitting children swim just yards away. The WHO warns that children could contract diarrhea, dysentery and hepatitis, though no increases in these illnesses have yet been reported, Daher said.
 

Neighboring Israeli beaches are untouched because Israel built sewage reservoirs in northern Gaza to keep the sewage at bay.
 

In March 2007, an overloaded Gaza reservoir burst while Israeli and Palestinian officials were negotiating a site for an emergency replacement. It flooded the northern village of Umm Naser, drowning five people.
 

Following that disaster, Israel, the Palestinians and international donors revived a $70 million waste treatment project that had stalled the previous year following Hamas' election victory.
 

But the area has a frequent site of clashes between Palestinian militants and Israeli troops. And the Israeli blockade has dramatically restricted the flow of fuel, cement and steel pipes into Gaza.
 

The pipes can be used to make rockets, said Col. Nir Press, an Israeli military spokesman. Hamas gunmen, meanwhile, have attacked the Israeli fuel depot that services Gaza and seized some of the fuel that Israel has let in.
 

Since the cease-fire began, workers on the waste treatment project that stalled in 2006 have managed to access work sites easily, and Israel shipped in 7,800 gallons of fuel for the project, said Saadi Aly, the project's chief engineer. "I think its too early to judge, but we are seeing good signs," he said.
 

Authorities hope to finish the project before the winter rains, spurred by cracks appearing in the walls of a large waste reservoir perched over the densely populated northern town of Jabaliya.
 

But that's just one project. Plans to build a $120 million sewage treatment plant for Gaza City, the territory's biggest metropolitan area, are on hold. The World Bank says private international contractors are deterred by safety concerns and anticipated difficulties getting in supplies.
 

===========End of this Week's Article on Gaza's Sewage=======================
===========Beginning of Earlier Article on Gaza's Sewage=======================


http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/05/24/gazapollution.html
 

Gaza sewage crisis threatens Israel as waste flows north 
 

By ROBERT W. GEE
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Published on: 05/25/08


GAZA CITY, GAZA STRIP — The fish are no longer safe to eat, beaches are empty, and an expanding sewage crisis in the Gaza Strip threatens Israel's shores.

 

Shortages of fuel and spare parts have crippled Palestinian sewage treatment facilities, already strained by the fast-growing population, forcing officials to divert constant streams of raw and semi-treated sewage into the Mediterranean Sea.

"It's a matter of regional concern, not just a Gaza concern," said Mahmoud Daher, head of the Gaza office of the United Nations World Health Organization.

 

"Because the sea current is going to the north, what is done to the Gaza beach will certainly reach Ashkelon and Tel Aviv, or Haifa even," he said, referring to Israeli coastal cities.

A recent U.N. report cites Israel's blockade on the territory — part of an ongoing effort to isolate Hamas, the Islamist organization that seized power last summer and is pledged to Israel's destruction — as the primary factor in the sewage dumping.

 

Israel claims that Gaza receives ample fuel for humanitarian needs, including the operation of sewage treatment plants, but that Hamas hordes fuel for its own use. Hamas has denied this.

Water quality tests conducted in late April by the World Health Organization at 13 points along Gaza's coast found that four sites — three in Gaza City and one in Rafah, in the south – are contaminated with dangerous levels of bacteria associated with feces.

 

The findings, to be published in an upcoming report warning of health risks in Gaza and Israel, revealed high concentrations of fecal coliforms and fecal streptococci, which indicate the possible presence of disease-causing bacteria and viruses.

Palestinian health officials have recommended that beaches near the contaminated water be closed for the season and have urged fishermen not to fish close to the coastline.

 

Since January, between 13.2 million and 16.9 million gallons of partially treated and untreated sewage from the Gaza Strip have been flowing daily into the Mediterranean Sea, according to Palestinian water authority officials and a report issued by the U.N. humanitarian office in Gaza.

Gaza sewage has long flowed into the Mediterranean, sometimes in open streams, the result of long-term neglect. The problem has sharply worsened in recent months, Palestinian officials said.

 

Last October, Israel declared Gaza a "hostile territory" and reduced electricity, fuel and other supplies into Gaza as sanctions against Hamas, which continues to fire rockets into southern Israel.

This month, rocket strikes killed two Israelis and seriously injured three others.

 

Frequent, hours-long cuts to the territory's electricity have forced officials to increasingly rely on generators to power the sewage treatment network, but Gaza's water authority has received only one-third of the fuel it needs to run the generators, the U.N. report said.

Two weeks ago, Israel responded to a months-old request for spare parts for Gaza's sewage system.

Thirteen of 25 shipment requests were approved and are awaiting delivery, eight remain under review and four were rejected because they included pipes that could be used to make rockets, said Peter Lerner, spokesman for the Israeli Defense Ministry.

Of all the consequences of Israel's blockade — rising unemployment and poverty, a greater reliance on food handouts, and a beleaguered health care system — the sewage dumping affects a shared resource for both Palestinians and Israelis.

 

"We are concerned about the sewage being pumped into the sea. Of course it doesn't stop at the border," Lerner said.

A spokesman for Israel's environment ministry said the ministry was not aware of sewage polluting the Mediterranean.

 

The general director of the Ashkelon Desalination Plant, which is 3 miles north of Gaza and produces 13 percent of Israel's domestic consumer demand, confirmed that seawater processed by the plant is polluted by sewage believed to be from Gaza, according to the U.N. report.

The plant did not respond to questions regarding additional costs the facility may be incurring to treat the polluted water.

 

Roughly one-third of the sewage being dumped into the sea comes from pumping stations in Beach Camp, a refugee camp of 80,000 people.

Generators lack the fuel to pump sewage to Gaza City's treatment plant, so most of the sewage from the camp flows directly into the sea without any treatment at all, according to top officials with Gaza's water authority.

 

The sewage that does make it to the main treatment facility can only be partially treated because its generator is running at 40 percent efficiency.

Gaza's sewage woes gained international attention last year when a lagoon of human waste breached a sand embankment and inundated a village. Five Palestinians drowned.

 

A $74 million project administered by the World Bank meant to expand the limited sewage treatment network that led to the tragedy has been delayed by violence and politics.

Israel has approved the project, but Israeli military incursions, Palestinian infighting, fuel shortages and, most recently, a strike by Palestinian fuel distributors has slowed progress.

 

Other international projects to rehabilitate the sewage system are on hold after Western countries restricted aid money to Gaza because Hamas is widely labeled a terrorist group.

"There is a political willingness to punish Gaza," said Monther Shoblak, director of the Gaza Emergency Water Project of the Palestinian water utility. "We are polluting our sea, but [Israelis] are paying their own price."

 

 

==========End of 2nd Article on Gaza's Sewage==========================
*********************************************************************************
 
Thank you,

The Staff of the Palestine Media Project

====================================
PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:  PROMOTING
ACCURACY AND NON-BIAS IN MIDDLE-EAST
REPORTING, AND THUS FACILITATING THE
EVOLUTION OF JUST SOLUTIONS, AND HUMAN
RIGHTS AND EQUALITY THROUGH INTERNATIONAL
LAW.

Visit us at www.palmediaproject.org, as our website grows
with resources to fit your research needs. 

