PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
  


 

Greetings:

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
INTRODUCTION
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
US reporting on the Hamas/Israeli truce has been clearly biased toward Israel.  This clearly interferes with the US public being able to make constructive judgments about the crisis because they are not getting accurate information.

 

In this action alert we have focused on the bias in the reporting of the Washington Post.  But on our website you can find articles by a wide range of US newspapers, which have the same bias.

 

Please consider writing to the Washington Post and some of these reporters to protest their bias.

 

Letters-to-Editor, Washington Post - letters@washpost.com
Deborah Howell, Ombudsman, Washington Post - ombudsman@washpost.com
Griffe Witte, reporter, Washington Post - goto http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/ --> goto Griffe's name near bottom of page press on his name which will then lead to a 'Comment Input Form' --> write your message there, and press 'SEND'.

 

You can send emails to reporters for the Associated Press to - info@ap.org
 

Laurie Copans, Associated Press

Mark Lavie, Associated Press

Salah Nasrawi, Associated Press

Steve Weizman, Associated Press

 

To send an email to a reporter with Reuters News Service, goto the following link which is a 'Comment Input Form' on the Reuter's website.  Fill in the reporter's name in the top input box, choose the appropriate topic names, and write your message in the bottom section:

 

http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?p_sid=y68B6B7j&p_lva=&p_li=&p_accessibility=&p_redirect=&p_page=1&p_cv=&p_cats=&p_hidden_prods=&p_new_search=1&p_prod_lvl1=&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=us
 

Dan Williams, Reuters

 

-------------------------------------

Below you will find sections (1) defining the violations by both the Palestinians and the Israelis, (2) listing each article published in the Washington Post, summarizing them and describing what their bias is, and (3) full text of a number of articles (from the US and international press) reporting about the Israeli violations in an unbiased way.

 

To support your protest against their bias you might relate some general principles about ethics and democracy such as -

 

1.  The health of our democracy is dependent on a press that is accurate as well as free.

 

2.  The health of our democracy is dependent on its citizens being able to make informed decisions based on accurate information.

 

3.  Our national security is dependent on our ability as a nation to make appropriate and effective decisions, and we cannot do that unless we have accurate information.

 

4.  If a friend (or ally) is doing something wrong or illegal, then it is likely that that act will somehow and someday come back to bite them - therefore it is important that we have accurate information so that we can help our friend stay on the straight and narrow path.  If we don't, and we support our friend or ally, then there is a good chance that their wrong or illegal actions will come back to bite us as well.

 

5. You might also remind them that this truce only brings temporary relief to the people of Gaza from Israel's collective punishment (which is illegal as per the Geneva Conventions), but more importantly this truce does not correct the basic injustices of the conflict with Israel - the ethnic cleansing of 1948 and 1967, the apartheid laws inside Israel and of the occupation, and the collective punishment Israel practices against Palestinian communities whenever a member of them rebels against the above measures.

 
===========================================
TYPES OF REPORTING BIAS FOUND IN US MEDIA
===========================================
 

In the situation in Gaza with violations of the Israel/Hamas truce in Gaza, we find 5 levels of bias amongst US reporters and newspapers:

 

The five levels of bias in these articles are:

 

1.  Headlines that list only the Palestinian truce violations.

 

2.  First paragraph that list only the Palestinian truce violations.

 

3.  Article does not list Israeli truce violations at all.

 

3.  Article only lists questionable Israeli truce violation claims by Palestinians (killings in West Bank).

 

4.  Article lists all Israeli truce violations, but only gives the Israeli explanation as truth.

 

We would stipulate that a truly unbiased article would (1) list all Palestinian violations, and all Israeli violations, and then (2) would list what the Palestinians and Israelis claim in terms of their rationale for their own actions, and what they consider to be violations by the other side.

 

***

Here are the terms of the Hamas/Israeli truce as reported the American public in the Los Angeles Times:

 

================================
GAZA TRUCE CONDITIONS
(as published in Los Angeles Times (18 June 2008)

url:  http://articles.latimes.com/2008/jun/18/world/fg-trucebox18)

================================
 

"Step by step 
Here are the truce terms as reported by Egyptian and Palestinian sources:

 

Palestinian militants in the Gaza Strip and Israel’s armed forces will begin a period of “mutual and simultaneous calm,” halting all hostilities and military activities against each other, starting at 6 a.m. Thursday.

 

The truce will last 60 days and can be renewed.

 

If the truce holds for three days, Israel will open two border crossings to a limited flow of commercial goods into and out of the Gaza Strip. Palestinian sources say the volume of goods would reach 30% of its level a year ago.

 

Also, if the truce holds for three days, Israel and Hamas would start indirect negotiations through Egypt for the release of captured Israeli Cpl. Gilad Shalit.

 

If the truce holds for a week, there will be a further, gradual easing of restrictions on the flow of goods.

 

If the truce holds for two weeks, Egypt will begin negotiations with Hamas, Israel, the West Bank-based Palestinian Authority and the European Union on terms for reopening the Rafah crossing to allow commercial goods and people to move between Egypt and Gaza.

 

A reopening of the Rafah crossing will depend, among other things, on progress in the negotiations over the fate of Shalit."

 

=============================
TRUCE VIOLATIONS
=============================
 

Thus, according to these truce terms, so far there have been two types of operations conducted by the Israelis which we believe would qualify as truce violations - 

 

(1) closing border crossings into Gaza;

(2) shooting at Palestinian civilians in Gaza.

 

Some Palestinian groups have also declared the following to be a violation of the truce even though the truce by agreement only applies to Gaza and not to the West Bank:

 

(1) Israeli troops kill a Palestinian rebel leader and a civilian in the West Bank.  The Israeli military reports that this took place during a shoot-out when the rebel leader resisted arrest.  Some reports describe the civilian as an innocent bystander, while other reports describe him as a member of another Palestinian rebel group.

 

So far there are two types of military operations conducted by the Palestinians which we believe would qualify as truce violations - 

 

(1) rocket attacks;

(2) mortar attacks.

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Israeli attack on Palestinian rebels in the West Bank is not covered by the truce agreement because it took place in the West Bank.  Its legal status as a possible example of extra-judicial assassination, and the killing of the civilian are a different matter.

 

The re-closure of the border crossings is in violation of the truce agreement.  The Israeli explanation is that the rocket and mortar attacks warrant such closures - but this is not in the agreement.  As a separate issue, these types of border closures in response to military attacks has been judged by international rights groups as a form of collective punishment and is thus illegal.

 

Shooting at Palestinian civilians is not covered in the agreement even if they come near the border with Israel.  Shooting into the air into the Palestinian areas is also an act of aggression because the bullets will come down in those areas and can thus cause injury and thus will terrorize the civilian population of those areas.  As a separate issue, such shooting is illegal as per international law.

 

The Palestinian rocket and mortar attacks are pretty clearly violations of the truce agreement.  As a separate issue, they are also a violation of international law because they are attacks on civilian population areas.

 

Therefore we take the position that the only truly accurate reporting of Israeli truce violations must include both the border closures and the shooting of Palestinian civilians in Gaza by the Israeli military.

 

We have found significant bias in the reporting of truce violations in the Washington Post because most of the Post articles report all about the Palestinian violations (15 of 16), and then mostly only report about the invalid Palestinian claim that the killings in the West Bank are violations (10 of 16).  Then the articles  often report about the closures (12 of 16) but then usually don't describe how they are violations themselves (3 of 16).  And one of those 3 articles say the Palestinians call them violations (1 of 16).  Finally, very few articles describe Israel shooting Palestinian civilians in Gaza (3 of 16), but only one of those 3 only gave the Israeli military explanation as fact.

 

----------------------------------
Below please find two sections:

 

1.  Summaries of the 16 articles about the truce violations published in the Washington Post, and analysis of their bias.

 

2.  The full text for a selection of articles in US, Palestinian and Israeli newspapers or wire services that describe the Israeli violations, and a few sample headlines that are not biased.

 

 


=======================================================
SECTION 1:  SUMMARIES OF WASHINGTON POST ARTICLES DESCRIBING THE TRUCE VIOLATIONS, AND THEIR  BIASES
=======================================================
 

24/6/2008 - Reuters, by Dan Williams, titled"Gaza truce falters, Israel plans Hezbollah swap";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/24/AR2008062400606.html
Published in Washington Post -
Headline simply that truce faltering, but first line lists Palestinian violations. No mention of Israeli violations.
 
24/6/2008 - Reuters, titled"Gazan rocket hits Israeli border town: medics";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/24/AR2008062400584.html
Published in Washington Post -
Headline and text describes Palestinian violation, no mention of Israeli violations.
 
24/6/2008 - Reuters, titled"Palestinians fired mortar shell from Gaza: army";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/24/AR2008062400165.html
Published by Washington Post -
Headline and text describes Palestinian violation, no mention of Israeli violations.

 

25/6/2008 - by Griff Witte and Samuel Sockol, titled "Gazan Rockets Threaten Truce - Islamic Jihad Cites Israeli Operation in West Bank";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/24/AR2008062400616.html
Published in Washington Post -
Headline and 1st line mention Palestinian violation in response to West Bank killing of militant leader, and then Israel closed the border.  No mention of Israeli shooting of Palestinian civilians.

 

25/6/2008 - AP, by Mark Lavie, titled"Israel keeps Gaza crossings closed after rocket fire";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/25/AR2008062500188.html
Published in Miami Herald, Philadelphia Inquirer, San Francisco Chronicle, Washington Post -
Headline lists Palestinian violation and border closing in response.  Listed Palestinian claim that West Bank attack was a violation.  Listed Hamas decision not to police the truce.  No mention of shooting of Palestinian civilians.

 

26/6/2008 - AP, by Mark Lavie, titled "Rocket hits Israel, second violation of Gaza truce";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/26/AR2008062601320.html
Published in NY Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, Washington Post - 
Headline listed Palestinian violation, and only listed claim of Israeli military operations violations but gave no details, and listed border closing as a violation after it already described border closing as response to rockets.  Also described Israel letting in fuel.  No mention of Israel shooting civilians in Gaza.

 

26/6/2008 - Reuters, by Nidal al-Mughrabi, titled"Gaza truce strained by rocket fire, closure";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/26/AR2008062601173.html
Published in Washington Post - 
Headline listed Palestinian violation, and mentioned Palestinian claims of West Bank leader killing, and then claim of shooting of civilians, and mentioned closure of supply crossings in response to Palestinian violation.
 
26/6/2008 - Reuters, titled "Israel keeps Gaza crossings closed for second day";

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/26/AR2008062600180.html
Published in Washington Post - 
Headline listed border closure, and then described Palestinian violations, and then claim of Israeli violation in the killing of militant commander in West Bank.  No mention of civilian shootings.

 

27/6/2008 - AP, by Laurie Copans, titled "Israel closes Gaza, Palestinians fire mortars";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/27/AR2008062700621.html
Published in Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Chicago Tribune, Miami Herald, NY Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, San Francisco Chronicle & Washington Post -
Headlined Palestinian violations, mentioned Israel letting fuel and goods, mentioned Israeli violations including shooting of civilians but gave Israeli military rationale.

 

27/6/2008 - Reuters, by Nidal al-Mughrabi, titled "Mortars, closures disrupt shaky Gaza Strip truce";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/27/AR2008062700656.html
Published in NY Times & Washington Post -  
Headline and text listed Palestinian violation and linked them to West Bank killings, while only mentioning claim of Israeli violations.  Described border closings but did not call them a violation.  No mention of Israel shooting civilians.

 

27/6/2008 - Reuters, by Adam Entous, Joseph Nasr & Keith Weir, titled "Israel allows fuel into Gaza but no goods";

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/27/AR2008062700331.html
Published in Washington Post - 
Headlined Israeli letting in fuel, listed Israeli killing militant leader in West Bank as a violation claim.

 

29/6/2008 - Associated Press, by Steve Weizman, titled "Officials: Israel to renew food deliveries to Gaza";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/28/AR2008062800585.html
Not the headline, but the first paragraph mentions Palestinian truce violations, which it linked to West Bank killings.  Describes border closures but does not refer to them as violations.  No mention of Israel shooting Palestinian civilians in Gaza.

 

29/6/2008 - Reuters, by Nidal al-Mughrabi, titled "Israel reopens Gaza border, Hamas looks to truce";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/29/AR2008062900488.html
Headline does not, but first paragraph mentions Palestinian truce violations, which later it then says in retaliation for West Bank killings of militant and civilian.  Mentions Palestinian protest of border closure.  No mention of Israel shooting Palestinian civilians.

 

29/6/2008 - Reuters, titled "Israel reopens Gaza border, Hamas looks to truce";
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/29/AR2008062900076.html
Not headline, but first paragraph mentions Palestinian truce violations only, which later it links to West Bank killings, which it then says border crossings are a reaction to.  Describes Israel shooting Palestinian civilians.  Hints at all as truce violations.

 

29/6/2008 - Reuters, titled "Reuters International Summary";

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/28/AR2008062800407.html
Not headline, but first paragraph mentions Palestinian violations.  Describes border closures but does not call them a violation.  No mention of Israel shooting civilians in Gaza.

 

30/6/2008 - Associated Press, by Salah Nasrawi, titled "Egypt to reopen Gaza border";

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/30/AR2008063000018.html
Headline and first paragraph focused on border closure, but does not call it a truce violation, but blames it clearly on Palestinian violations, but does not directly link them to West Bank killings.  Does not mention Israel firing upon Palestinian civilians.

 


===============================================================
SECTION 2:  SELECTION OF ARTICLES DESCRIBING ISRAELI VIOLATIONS
===============================================================
 
Sample headline that lists violations by both sides in an unbiased manner:

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
27/6/2008 - titled "Gaza Truce Holds Despite Pressure - Both Sides Strain Fragile Agreement", 
   by Isabel Kershner, published in Boston Globe.

 

 

Sample articles from Palestinian media reporting details of shootings of Palestinian civilians:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

http://www.maannews.net/en/index.php?opr=ShowDetails&ID=30060
 

MAAN NEWS AGENCY - Date: 23 / 06 / 2008  Time:  17:06

 

TITLE: Elderly Palestinian Seriously Wounded by Israeli Army in Northern Gaza


Gaza – Ma'an - A 67 year-old man was shot and injured by Israeli forces in the north of the Gaza Strip on Monday afternoon. 

 

Local sources told Ma'an that Jamil Abdel Rahman Al-Ghoul was shot while he was in his garden which is 350 meters from the eastern border of the Gaza Strip. The Israeli army opened fire on, injuring him in the shoulder and neck. 

 

One of his relatives, Abu Ziad Al-Ghoul, said that the man was seriously injured and was taken to Kamal Adwan Hospital in the north of the sector.


 

--------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.maannews.net/en/index.php?opr=ShowDetails&ID=30088
 

MAAN NEWS AGENCY   Date: 25 / 06 / 2008  Time:  11:52

 

TITLE: 80-year-old Farmer Shot by Israeli Forces near Khan Younis
 


Gaza - Ma'an - Recent Israeli operations threaten to demolish seven day old truce. 

 

Israeli forces shot 80-year-old farmer Salem Abu Reideh just east of Khan Younis on Wednesday morning. Reideh was transferred to hospital and is in serious condition. 

 

This injury marks the second shooting of a civilian by Israeli forces during the seven days since the truce agreement was signed between Israel and Hamas. On Monday afternoon - the fifth day of the truce - 67-year-old Jamil Abdel Rahman Al-Ghoul was shot and injured by Israeli forces in the north of the Gaza Strip, while he was in his garden, and was taken to hospital in serious condition. 

 

On the first day of the truce, Israeli soldiers shot at fishermen on their boats off-shore in Gaza, and were reported to have shot at civilians near the eastern fence of the Gaza Strip causing the death of one cow owned by a Palestinian farmer.

 

A third man was shot when Israeli forces invaded the West Bank city of Nablus and assassinated a leader of the Al-Quds brigades, the main military wing of Islamic Jihad, on Tuesday. The man died as a result of the injury. 

 

These breaches of the Egyptian brokered truce were largely ignored by West Bank and Gaza residents, in the hope of preventing Israel from demolishing the agreement and ending the atrocities in Gaza. Despite efforts, Gazans continue to wait for the end of the blockade. 

 

Crossings close in response to projectile launches

 

In response to the Nablus assassination, however, the brigades launched a number of projectiles at Sderot. In answer to the incident, Israeli Defense minister Ehud Barak ordered the closing of all crossings into the Gaza Strip. This will further stifle the flow of necessary goods being shipped into the markets of the Gaza Strip. Throughout the year long blockade Gazans have been deprived of most essential living supplies.

 

According to sources in the general administration of crossings in the Gaza Strip, Israel had committed to a 30% increase in goods shipped into the area. According to this agreement, the tenth day of the truce would see an additional increase in the stream of supplies entering Gaza. 

 

The same sources said that by Tuesday evening, 72.5 truckloads of goods had been allowed to pass through the crossings. At Karni crossing, Israeli troops were only letting in loads of grain and fodder, while the Kerem Shalom crossing has remained closed throughout the seven days of the truce. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.maannews.net/en/index.php?opr=ShowDetails&ID=30113

MAAN NEWS AGENCY - Date: 26 / 06 / 2008  Time:  14:18

 

TITLE: Al-Quds Brigades: Israel Breached the Truce 15 Times in First Week 
 

 

Gaza - Ma'an – Israel has breached the week-old truce in the Gaza Strip 15 times, according to the media department of Islamic Jihad's military wing the Al-Quds brigades.

 

Statistics documented showed the alleged breaches from 19-16 June 2008 as follows:

 

Thursday 19 June at 6 am - four missiles were launched by Israeli battleships at Palestinian fishing boats.

 

Thursday 19 June at 8.30 am - Israeli forces fired at farmers east of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip.

 

Thursday 19 June at 12pm - Israeli F16 warplanes flew over the Gaza Strip. A loud explosion was heard causing panic and fear.

 

Friday 20 June from 1 - 2.30am - Israeli forces shot at fishermen off the Gaza coast.

 

Saturday 21 June - intensive reconnaissance flights over the Gaza Strip, especially in the western and eastern areas.

 

Saturday 21 June at 1pm - battleships opened fire on fishermen of the Gaza coast

 

Sunday 22 June at 1.30am – Israeli military vehicles crossed the border into the northern Gaza Strip before withdrawing.

 

Sunday 22 June - intensive reconnaissance flights by F16 warplanes over the Gaza Strip

 

Sunday 22 June at 2.15pm - a military jeep carrying ground missiles was stationed on the eastern border of Gaza City.

 

Monday 23 June - intensive reconnaissance flights by warplanes over the Gaza Strip

 

Monday 23 June at 11am - Israeli vehicles open fire on farmlands north of the Gaza Strip, shooting and seriously injuring 67-year-old Jameel Al-Ghoul.

 

Monday 23 June at 3pm - Israeli vehicles open fire at farmers in the Abu Mutebeq area, east of the Al-Bureij refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip.

 

Tuesday 24 June - intensive reconnaissance flights over the eastern Gaza Strip.

 

Wednesday 25 June at 8.35am - Israeli vehicles east of Khan Younis shoot randomly at civilians, seriously injuring 80-year-old farmer Salem Abu Reideh.

 

Wednesday 25 June - intensive reconnaissance flights over the Gaza Strip.

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------

http://www.maannews.net/en/index.php?opr=ShowDetails&ID=30182
 

MAAN NEWS AGENCY - Date: 29 / 06 / 2008  Time:  15:52     

 

TITLE: De facto Minister of Agriculture Confirms Israeli Aggression Against Gazan Farmers; Promises Help 
 

 

Gaza - Minister of Agriculture in the de-facto Hamas lead government Mohammad Ramadan Al-Agha confirmed on Sunday, rumors that Israel—despite the truce—is shooting at Gazan farmers whenever they go to their lands near the borders. 

 

Al-Agha asked the Egyptian government, as broker of the truce, to affirm the seriousness of the incidents as breaches of the truce.

 

The statement came during Al-Agha's inspection visit to Shokat as Sufi area and the neighbourhoods around the Sufa crossing in the south of the Gaza Strip.

 

The visit is one of the initiatives of the Hamas lead de facto government to support the residents of Gazan border-villages and cities suffering from the current circumstances. These civilians, he said, are legendary in their ability to endure, and the de facto government wishes to support them in any way they can. 

 

Al-Agha, alongside Shokat as Sufi mayor Mansour Breik, met with local farmers and traders in Shokat as Sufi and Sufa areas in order to hear details about the situation in the region, including updates on any suffering due to the continuing blockade and other service shortages.

 

The Minister promised residents that he would work to solve problems in the agricultural sector, adding that his ministry will announce the names of 1000 farmers who will be the first cohort of a temporary work program that will see them paid for the time they spend working their fields. 

 

He further promised to relay their concerns to the President, and affirmed that the de-facto government will uphold their religious and professional duties towards the Palestinian people. 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------

http://english.pnn.ps/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2972&Itemid=5
 

TITLE: Israeli Forces Continue to Shoot Palestinian Farmers in Gaza Strip        

 

PNN - 25.06.08 - 11:00

 

Khan Younis - Medical sources and eyewitnesses report that after Monday’s shooting of a Palestinian farmer in the Gaza Strip, Israeli forces opened fire at more Palestinian farmers on Wednesday morning. 

 

Among them is a critical injury in the Israeli shooting east of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip. 

 

The sources reported that the Israeli army, still surrounding the boundaries of the Strip, opened fire on a number of farmers who were working on their lands. Salim Abu Reeda is in critical condition at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis. He is currently undergoing surgery. 

 

This is the second Israeli violation of the “calm” declared via Egyptian mediators on Thursday. On Monday they shot another Palestinian farmer.

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------

http://english.pnn.ps/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2970&Itemid=5
 

TITLE: Israeli Forces Broke Calm in Gaza by Shooting Farmer on Monday, not Saraya Al Quds
 

PNN - 25.06.08 - 06:15

 

Kristen Ess – It is being reported in the Israeli media that Saraya Al Quds, who claimed responsibility for launching projectiles from the Gaza Strip at Sderot last night, “broke the calm.” 

 

Others are reporting that it was justified after Israeli forces assassinated the northern West Bank’s leader of the Islamic Jihad-linked armed resistance wing, in addition to a fourth year student at Nablus’ An Najah University. 

 

But what is not being reported is that on Monday Israeli forces opened fire on a farmer in Gaza who was working in his fields, critically injuring him. That was the “break in the calm.” 

 

The Hamas government in Gaza is calling for a preservation of the “calm” regardless of anything that has happened, while Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak said on Tuesday night that the crossings in the Strip would not be reopened due to the projectile launches.


(article truncated due to lack of space)

 

-----------------Israeli News Article-------------------------------------------------------

 

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3560972,00.html
 

YNET NEWS - 06.27.08, 00:31 / Israel News  

 

TITLE - UN: Israel Violated Truce 7 Times in One Week
 

by Roi Mandel

 


UN records 7 incidents of IDF soldiers attempting to drive Palestinian farmers away from border fence by shooting at them. Only one offence marked against Palestinians for firing on Sderot; report does not include most recent rocket fire

 

Since it went into effect last week, at least eight violations of the new ceasefire agreement with Hamas and the Palestinian factions have been recorded, a UN source told Ynet on Thursday. According to the source, seven violations were committed by the IDF, while the Palestinians are responsible for just one. 

 

However the UN report does not include the Qassam fire launched towards the Negev during the day. "It is important that both sides honor the ceasefire, in order for it to be the first constructive step towards a wider and more extensive peace process between the sides," the source said. 

 

Most of the offences committed by the IDF include shots fired by soldiers at Palestinian farmers attempting to reach their land near the border security fence. According to the UN, on June 20 an IDF patrol shot at Palestinian farmers near the fence east of Rafah. The soldiers fired for ten minutes in order to drive the farmers away, but no injuries were reported.

 

During the evening of the same day a similar incident was recorded, in which IDF forces shot at Palestinian farmers near the Maghazi refugee camp. Soldiers reportedly fired for five minutes, and no injuries were reported. An hour later soldiers fired towards fisherman near the northern Gaza Strip town of Beit Lahiya in an attempt to drive them away.

 

Early on June 21 Navy forces opened fire in the same area, and later the same morning forces fired towards Palestinians near the Maghazi refugee camp. No injuries were reported in either case. 

 

70-year old Jamil al-Gahoul was injured from IDF fire two days later, when an army patrol opened fire on a group of Palestinians reportedly gathering wood near Beit Lahiya at 7 am. 

 

Only one Palestinian offence
The first violation committed by the Palestinians was recorded a day later, on June 24, when Islamic Jihad fired three rockets at Sderot from the northern Gaza Strip town of Beit Hanoun. 

 

On Wednesday morning IDF forces opened fire towards Palestinian farmers near the southern Gaza Strip town of Khan Younis. An 82-year old man was seriously injured from the fire, which lasted a few minutes. 

 

Regarding the accusations against Israel the IDF stated that no attacks had been carried out in the Gaza Strip during the past few days, but that some incidents had occurred in which IDF soldiers had carried out operations. 

 

Israel and Hamas have accused each other of violating the ceasefire agreement. Following the rocket fire at Sderot, Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said that the fire constitutes a blatant violation of the truce. Defense Minister Ehud Barak decided that the Gaza border crossings would remain closed following the fire, causing Hamas to accuse Israel of infringement of the agreement.

 


Hanan Greenberg contributed to this report
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

(best example from maintream US media of attempt to be unbiased)

 

http://www.boston.com/news/world/articles/2008/06/27/gaza_truce_holds_despite_pressure/
 

TITLE: Gaza Truce Holds Despite Pressure - Both Sides Strain Fragile Agreement
 

By Isabel Kershner, New York Times News Service  |  June 27, 2008
Published in the Boston Globe

 

JERUSALEM - A week-old truce between Israel and the Hamas rulers of Gaza frayed further yesterday when Palestinian militants launched two rockets against Israel and Israel prevented goods from entering Gaza for a second day.

 

One of the rockets fell harmlessly in an open area across the Israeli border, a military spokesman said. No details were available about the second.

 

Israel sealed the border crossings on Wednesday in response to a rocket attack on Tuesday, the first serious breach of the Egyptian-brokered agreement for calm. In light of the latest rocket fire, Israeli officials were still deliberating yesterday about when to reopen the crossings.

 

Neither side talked of calling off the cease-fire, but each accused the other of violating the agreement that took effect on June 19.

 

Aside from the rockets and border sanctions, there have been several reports from Gaza of Israeli troops along the border opening fire to force Palestinian farmers away from agricultural land near the border fence. There have been similar reports of shooting from Israeli Navy vessels to keep Palestinian fisherman within proscribed areas close to the shore.

 

According to data provided by a UN official in the region, two elderly Palestinian men were seriously wounded by the Army fire, including a farmer, 82, who was shot east of Khan Yunis, in southern Gaza, on June 25.

 

Israeli military officials, who were speaking on condition of anonymity under Army rules, acknowledged that forces had fired into the air as a warning on June 25, when a group of people were spotted approaching the border fence east of Khan Yunis, but said there was no record of anybody having been hit. They could not confirm any other shooting incidents.

 

Before the cease-fire, militants often laid, or tried to lay, explosives along the border fence. The Army is also on guard against infiltrations.

 

The Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, a group nominally associated with the mainstream Fatah organization led by President Mahmoud Abbas, said it fired the rockets yesterday. Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility for the three rockets fired on Tuesday, saying the strike was in retaliation for an Israeli raid that killed one of the group's senior commanders in the West Bank.

 

The cease-fire agreement is only meant to apply to Gaza, but some of the smaller groups have reserved the right to respond to any deadly Israeli raids in the West Bank - a point over which informal truce understandings have broken down in the past. 
 


© Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company

 


*************************************************************************
 
Thank you,

The Staff of the Palestine Media Project

====================================
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EVOLUTION

