PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law.  


 
Refusing to stop settlement expansion exposes Israel's true attitude toward the peace process and the prospects for there being a viable Palestinian State in the occupied territories - it is not a very high Israeli priority to say the least.

 

Even though this Action Alert is a week late, it is important to still convey to the U.S. media, and their reporters and editors who write and edit their pieces about the conflict that Israel's refusal to halt settlement expansion shows that it is not really interested in peace, and that this is very important for them to convey to Post readers so that they can help influence U.S. foreign policy in the right direction.

 

Some important additional information to relay to the media and their readers is that:

 

(1)  All of these settlements are illegal according to international law because they are built on occupied land which is illegally confiscated from its Palestinian owners.  The fact is - this land is stolen from them although in the current U.S. political climate you have to be very careful how you say that, if you say it at all.  The settlements are illegal as per the Geneva Conventions (1949), article 49(6) - "The Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies."

 

(2)  Expansion of the settlement, Ma'ale Adumin virtually cuts the West Bank in half.  This settlement is part of the East Jerusalem complex of settlements.
 

(3)  You might also refer to the following article (copied below in this email) that describes how Israel restricts Palestinian building in one of  the same areas where it is expanding settlements:

 

"Israel curbs Palestinian building on disputed land" by Dalia Nammari, Associated Press (14 June 2008)

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution (copied below) --   http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Palestinians_No_Building.html
 

Washington Post --   http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/14/AR2008061400980.html
 

More information about home demolitions and restrictions on Palestinian building can be found at:

 

http://www.icahd.org/eng/
 

(4)  Probably the best resource of information about the settlements is the Israeli peace group, Peace Now, who focuses mainly on the settlements.  Their website can be found at:  http://www.peacenow.org.il/
 

(5)  Peace Now describes how settlement expansion continues throughout the West Bank, not just near Jerusalem as Israel claims.  Please see their report:

 

"The Death of the Settlement Freeze - 4 Months since Annapolis" (March 2008)

http://www.peacenow.org.il/site/en/peace.asp?pi=61&docid=3186&pos=0
  

Practically every major newspaper has written something about US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice protesting the continuation of settlement expansion in violation of previous agreements both to the Quartet in terms of the "Road Map" to peace and during and following the Annapolis Summit last year.  Here is a list of a few of them, and 3 are copied below (Boston Globe, Chicago Tribune & Wash. Post, plus one from AJC on restrictions on Palestinian building in same areas).  Please feel free to write as many as you are able or wish to.
 

Notice, most newspapers printed versions of Anne Gearan's articles about this topic from the Associated Press.  Ms. Gearan consistently prints accurate and thorough articles about the conflict, which are sympathetic with the Palestinian viewpoint.  You can write her at info@ap.org
 

ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION
"Rice criticizes Israel on West Bank settlements" by Anne Gearan (15 June 2008)

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/US_Presidential_Cabinet/Mideast_Rice.html
Letters to The Editor - letters@ajc.com
 

BOSTON GLOBE
"Rice says Israeli building plans hurt peace talks - Warns Europe, White House may lose faith" by Anne Gearan, Associated Press (16 June 2008)

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/06/16/rice_says_israeli_building_plans_hurt_peace_talks/
Letters to the Editor - letter@globe.com
 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE (2 articles)
"Rice: Israeli growth saps peace bid - New West Bank plans draw sharper rhetoric" by Joel Greenberg

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mideastjun16,0,6889616.story
Reporter Joel Greenberg - jogreenberg@tribune.com
Letters to the Editor - tribletter@tribune.com
 

"Rice criticizes Israel on West Bank settlements" by Anne Gearan

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-mideast-rice,0,6542498.story
 

MIAMI HERALD
"Rice criticizes Israel on West Bank settlements" by Anne Gearan
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/570853.html
Letters to the Editor - HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com
 

NEW YORK TIMES
"Rice Says Houses Hurt Mideast Talks" by Ethan Bronner
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/16/world/middleeast/16mideast.html?_r=1&scp=3&sq=Rice+Israel&st=nyt&oref=slogin
Letters to the Editor - letters@nytimes.com
Reporter Ethan Bronner - goto this page and press on the link for Ethan's name and then fill out the Email Input Form - http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/index.html
 

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
"Rice: Israel having negative effect on peace talks" by Anne Gearan

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation/washington/cabinet/19955479.html
Letters to the Editor - Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com
 

SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE
"Rice assails Israeli construction plans" by Griff Witte

http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/06/16/MNCN119N0E.DTL
Letters to the Editor - letters@sfchronicle.com
Reporter Griff Witte - please use the Comment Input page found at -  http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/griff+witte/
 

WASHINGTON POST (2 articles)
"Rice urges Israel to desist on settlements" by Griff Witte (June 16)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/15/AR2008061500276.html
Letters to the Editor - letters@washpost.com
Reporter Griff Witte - please use the Comment Input page found at -  http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/griff+witte/
 

"Rice: Jewish housing plan undermines peace talks" by Anne Gearan, Associated Press

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/14/AR2008061401324.html

 
************Begin article from Washington Post************************************************

 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/15/AR2008061500276.html
 

RICE URGES ISRAEL TO DESIST ON SETTLEMENTS
DESPITE EXPANSION, SECRETARY SEES 'CHANCE' FOR PEACE DEAL IN '08
 

By Griff Witte
Washington Post Foreign Service
Monday, June 16, 2008; A15
 

JERUSALEM, June 15 -- U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on Sunday pressed Israeli officials to halt settlement expansion in the West Bank and East Jerusalem but failed to win any concessions as she continued to push for a Middle East peace deal by the end of the year.

 

Rice was making her sixth visit to the region since peace talks resumed in Annapolis last November. Despite her efforts, there have been few public signs of progress and, in certain respects, conditions have deteriorated on the ground.

 

Rice on Sunday singled out Israeli plans to build thousands of new homes in disputed areas currently under Israeli control but claimed by the Palestinians. Referring to those plans, Rice said, "I do believe, and the United States believes, that the actions and the announcements that are taking place are indeed having a negative effect on the atmosphere for the negotiation -- and that is not what we want."

 

Israel agreed under the 2003 "road map" to peace that it would stop all settlement activity. But Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert has said the Jewish state has the right to build in areas of the West Bank that will inevitably become part of Israel under a future peace deal. Israel has already annexed East Jerusalem -- although that move is not internationally recognized -- and does not consider building homes there to be settlement construction.

 

Palestinians claim the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as territory for a future state and want East Jerusalem as their capital. Israel won control of those areas during the 1967 Middle East war.

 

Asked whether she knew of any change in Israeli policy as a result of her meetings Sunday, Rice said, "I haven't heard one. But the Israelis understand our concerns."

 

Speaking in Ramallah, Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas called settlement construction "the biggest obstacle to the political process."

 

In recent months, Palestinian and Israeli officials have cast doubt on the possibility of reaching a peace deal by the end of the year -- something President Bush had set as a goal. A corruption scandal that threatens to topple Olmert could make a deal in 2008 all but impossible, because Israel would most likely have to hold new elections and form a new government -- a process that could stretch well into 2009.

 

Rice said she believes there is still "a chance" for a deal but acknowledged that it might not happen.

 

The negotiations have been carried out in secret, with both sides refraining from announcing accomplishments or setbacks as they work toward a final-status agreement. But Rice has been largely unable to get the two sides to agree to any interim steps that might inspire more confidence in the process.

 

Rice said Washington has made it "a very high priority" to persuade Israel to allow three Fulbright scholars in the Gaza Strip to leave the territory so they can study in the United States. Israel had initially refused to let seven Fulbright scholars leave Gaza, but it relented in the cases of four of the students.

 

Three are being refused permission to leave "because of security concerns," according to an Israeli military spokesman, Maj. Peter Lerner.

 

Gaza has been under Israeli siege since last June, when the radical Islamist group Hamas seized control of the strip. Since then, Israel has allowed only a small number of people to leave, usually for medical reasons. Humanitarian groups say hundreds of Palestinian students with foreign scholarships are prevented from studying abroad because of the restriction.

 

Lerner said Sunday that Israel has agreed to allow "a minimal number of students" to leave, which he said represents a change from Israel's earlier ban.

 

=========End Article from Washington Post=======================

=========Begin Article from Boston Globe========================

 

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/06/16/rice_says_israeli_building_plans_hurt_peace_talks/
 

RICE SAYS ISRAELI BUILDING PLANS HURT PEACE TALKS - WARNS EUROPE, WHITE HOUSE MAY LOSE FAITH
 

By Anne Gearan, Associated Press  |  June 16, 2008

 

JERUSALEM - Israel's persistent building of Jewish homes on disputed land undermines the US-backed attempt to write an Israeli-Palestinian peace draft this year and invites questions about Israel's motives, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said yesterday.  Using exceptionally harsh language, the visiting US envoy said Israel must understand the pall its actions cast over talks and on the confidence of the United States, European nations, and others that Israel is bargaining in good faith. She said the Jewish state has apparently picked up the pace of housing expansion since President Bush inaugurated negotiations with a splashy summit at Annapolis, Md.

 

"We should be in a position of encouraging confidence, not undermining it. No party should be taking steps at this point that could prejudice the outcome of the negotiation," Rice said after meetings with Palestinian officials in the West Bank.

 

She said Israeli actions are negatively affecting the atmosphere for talks, and she stressed that the United States won't regard any settlements Israel builds now as permanent Israeli territory.

 

Israel announced last week that it would build 1,300 housing units in East Jerusalem, which the Palestinians want as their capital. The announcement brought to more than 3,000 the number of homes Israel has approved for construction in East Jerusalem and the West Bank since the renewal of peace talks late last year.

 

The Palestinians claim both areas, captured by Israel in the 1967 Mideast war, as part of a future independent state.

 

"I asked Dr. Rice for assistance for Israel to abide by its commitments towards settlements," the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, said with Rice beside him. "We consider the settlements as the biggest obstacle for the political process," and each time Israel issues new housing orders "it increases this difficulty," Abbas said.

 

Abbas's moderate West Bank government faces flagging public support for talks with Israel, although Israeli, Palestinian, and US leaders say there is progress behind closed doors.

 

The settlement issue is a particular political liability for Abbas, as Palestinians literally lose ground under his leadership. Palestinians temporarily called off peace talks earlier this year over a previous Israeli announcement of new homes in East Jerusalem.

 

Speaking to US reporters in Jerusalem later in the day, Rice said she had seen no change in Israel's position on settlement activity.

 

"I think the key is to work with the Israelis and make clear to the Israelis that this is a problem," she said. "The problem is that since Annapolis there has been a certain . . . level of activity that raises questions and they need to address that."

 

She said European leaders with whom she had just met similarly thought that settlement construction had hurt negotiations.

 

"I think the issue here is to try and get back to a place that there's some confidence that this is not an effort in some way to dictate or to prejudge" final borders between Israel and a future independent Palestinian state, Rice said.

 

Under the US-backed "road map" peace plan, Israel has pledged to halt all settlement activity. But Prime Minister Ehud Olmert has said he would continue building in West Bank settlements that Israel expects to retain under a final peace agreement.

 

He also says the freeze does not apply to East Jerusalem, which Israel annexed after the 1967 war. The annexation has not been internationally recognized. 
 

© Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company

 

===========End Article from Boston Globe======================
===========Begin Article from Chicago Tribune===================

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mideastjun16,0,6889616.story
 

 Rice: Israeli growth saps peace bid
New West Bank plans draw sharper rhetoric
By Joel Greenberg
 Tribune correspondent
 June 16, 2008
 

JERUSALEM—On her sixth Middle East trip this year to promote peace efforts, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on Sunday ratcheted up her criticism of Israeli settlement building on land Palestinians want for a future state, saying that it harmed ongoing negotiations. 
 

The sharpening of the American rhetoric on the settlements followed the latest Israeli announcement of new construction on West Bank land annexed to Jerusalem, work that Palestinian officials say undermines peace talks and prospects for a territorially viable Palestinian state. 
 

It was unclear whether Rice's language signaled a toughening of U.S. policy toward Israeli settlement expansion that might be backed by diplomatic steps, or was just a stronger reiteration of Washington's long-standing opposition to settlement building. 
 

"I do believe, and the United States believes, that the actions and the announcements that are taking place are indeed having a negative effect on the atmosphere for negotiation, and that is not what we want," Rice told U.S. reporters after meeting in Ramallah with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas.
 

"We should be in a position of encouraging confidence, not undermining it," Rice said. "No party should be taking steps at this point that could prejudice the outcome of the negotiation." 
 

Before an earlier meeting in Jerusalem with Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, Rice said she was "very concerned that at a time when we need to build confidence between the parties, the continued building and the settlement activity has the potential to harm the negotiations going forward." 
 

Rice said later that she had raised the settlement issue in her talks with Israeli officials, and would also do so at a dinner with Prime Minister Ehud Olmert. 
 

Israel's Interior Ministry last week announced approval of plans for 1,300 new homes in Ramat Shlomo, an ultra-Orthodox neighborhood built in East Jerusalem on land Israel annexed to the city after capturing the West Bank in the 1967 Middle East war.
 

The announcement was the latest of several plans for new construction in settlements approved since peace talks were relaunched last November. 
 

An American-backed blueprint for peace known as the "road map" stipulates that Israel must freeze all settlement activity, including natural growth of settlements. 
 

But Olmert and other Israeli officials have consistently argued that the new building does not prejudice peace talks because it is in Jerusalem, on land Israel considers its sovereign territory, or in large West Bank settlement blocs that Israel wants to keep and which President George W. Bush has said must be taken into account when drawing borders in a future peace agreement. 
 

"It's clear to everyone that the Jewish neighborhoods of Jerusalem will remain part of Israel in any possible final-status agreement," said Mark Regev, a spokesman for Olmert. 
 

"Building inside those Jewish neighborhoods in no way contradicts our commitment to move forward in the peace process," he added.
 

But Palestinian officials, who seek East Jerusalem as their future capital, say that Israeli construction there and in the West Bank undermines efforts to negotiate the creation of a territorially contiguous Palestinian state. 
 

"We consider settlement to be the greatest obstacle on the path of the diplomatic process," Abbas said after his meeting with Rice. "As the ... building in the settlements increases, the more it creates an obstacle on our way to reach peace." 
 

Rice said she expected "an intensification of our efforts" to reach a peace agreement, and a Palestinian official suggested that might include more trilateral meetings between Rice and the chief Israeli and Palestinian negotiators. 
 

Rice met Sunday with Livni, who heads the Israeli team, and Ahmad Qureia, the lead Palestinian negotiator. 
 

On Monday she is to meet with Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad to discuss further easing of Israeli movement restrictions in the West Bank and Palestinian security performance there.
 

But a corruption scandal that has engulfed Olmert and raised questions about his political future has dimmed hopes that an agreement can be hammered out by the end of the year. 
 

As for developments on the ground, Rice sounded skeptical when asked whether she expected Israel to curb its settlement activity. 
 

"I don't expect, frankly, any blinding breakthroughs," she said. 
 

jogreenberg@tribune.com
 

 

Copyright © 2008, Chicago Tribune 

 

===========End Article from Chicago Tribune======================

===========Begin Article from Atlanta Journal-Constitution=============

 

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Palestinians_No_Building.html
 

ISRAEL CURBS PALESTINIAN BUILDING ON DISPUTED LAND
 

By DALIA NAMMARI
The Associated Press
Saturday, June 14, 2008; 12:13 PM

 

AQABEH, West Bank -- The elders of this West Bank village hold their meetings under a carob tree, sitting on boulders arranged in a circle. It looks idyllic, but is born of necessity _ the council doesn't have a meeting hall.

 

Aqabeh, home to 299 people, has never received Israeli construction permits despite many requests, its mayor says. After losing a battle in Israel's Supreme Court in April, the village now lives with the threat of seeing 37 of its 47 structures demolished, according to a U.N. count.

 

That includes 27 homes, a clinic, a mosque and a kindergarten that was co-financed by a U.S. charity, the Building Alliance. All were built illegally, Israel says.

 

Aqabeh's plight is similar to scores of Palestinian villages in "Area C" _ the nearly two-thirds of the West Bank that remained under full Israeli control following a 1990s interim agreement with the Palestinian leadership.

 

But it's more than a question of zoning permits. Although often overlooked amid the daily shootouts between Israeli troops and Palestinian militants, and the disputes over Jewish settlements in the West Bank, the question of building rights is bound up in a core question facing Mideast peace negotiators: If Israeli and Palestinian states are to coexist side by side, where will their borders be?

 

Under the complex agreements governing the West Bank, Israel controls 61 percent of the land pending a final negotiated solution that is supposed to end in statehood for the Palestinians.

 

On that land are Israel's 121 West Bank settlements, as well as military bases. But so are 150 Palestinian villages, home to tens of thousands of people. The Palestinian population is growing at an annual 3.3 percent, and parents typically set aside a piece of land for their sons or build additions to the family house to accommodate them and their families.

 

Critics charge that Israel stifles Palestinian development in this area to preserve the option of keeping some of the land. For the Palestinians, it means large tracts of land they want for their future state are restricted.

 

Demolition orders can be issued for structures built on privately owned land, with Israeli authorities often explaining that the village in question has no approved master plan that would delineate where construction is allowed. Maj. Peter Lerner, an Israeli military spokesman, said demolition orders are usually issued early in cases of illegal construction, but are often ignored by residents.

 

Israel says that in a peace deal, it wants to keep control of about 10 percent of the West Bank, all of it in "Area C." For the Palestinians, the classifications _ Areas A, B and C _ are obsolete. "It's all land for the independent Palestinian state," said Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat.

 

In a report last month, the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said that since 2000, Israel has issued demolition orders against some 5,000 Palestinian-owned structures in Area C, knocked down more than 1,600 of them and rejected 94 percent of Palestinian building requests.

 

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has asked Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert to halt the demolition orders, and Olmert promised to give a response soon, Erekat said. Olmert's spokesman, Mark Regev, confirmed the issue has been raised but declined further comment.

 

Israel's military government in the West Bank said it has approved building plans in 13 villages in Area C that would allow the construction of hundreds of homes, and that several more such plans were being considered.

 

The Israeli group Bimkom, which advocates equal planning rights for Palestinians, said these plans would allow construction only in a small area of land.

 

For example, a plan for the Palestinian village of Zeif in the southern West Bank, home to 1,600 people, allows construction on less than 10 percent of the village land, while the neighboring Israeli settlement of Carmel, with 400 people, has a master plan for more than 10 times that area, said architect Alon Cohen-Lifshitz, a member of Bimkom.

 

Ten small Palestinian communities, including Aqabeh, are particularly hard hit by the planning restrictions, the U.N. agency said.

 

Aqabeh Mayor Sami Sadiq says Israeli officials told residents in 2004 that only buildings in the center, on 3 percent of the village's land area, would be safe from demolition. If all demolitions are carried out, two-thirds of the village's residents would be left homeless, he said.

 

The village appealed to Israel's Supreme Court, but lost in an April ruling.

 

"We live in constant fear" of demolitions, said Mohammed Abdel Kareem, 69, who already had his house demolished once in 1999, but decided to rebuild again without a permit. This time, he didn't put in floor tiles or window glass for fear of losing more money.

 

International Mideast envoy Tony Blair, the former British prime minister, says he has won a promise from Israel to re-examine the demolition orders. "Mr. Blair sees Area C as very crucial for Palestinian development," said his spokeswoman, Ruti Winterstein.

 

The British government funded construction of a medical center in Aqabeh in 2001, and successfully intervened when Israeli troops came to destroy it in 2003 on grounds that it was built without a permit.

 

The Rebuilding Alliance, based in Palo Alto, Calif., arranged for Sadiq, the mayor, to visit Washington, D.C., this month and meet with members of Congress.

 

Aqabeh's difficulties are further compounded by the proximity of two nearby Israeli military training grounds. Sadiq said that since Israel occupied the West Bank in 1967 eight villagers have been killed by stray bullets or by picking up unexploded munitions, and 42 have been wounded. The Israeli military could not confirm those numbers.

 

Sadiq has been confined to a wheelchair since being hit by three stray bullets while cultivating his family's land in 1971, he said.

 

In the past four decades, some 700 residents have left Aqabeh because of the many troubles, he said, mostly moving to neighboring villages outside of Area C that have approved zoning plans and where it is easier to build.

 

Sadiq continues to campaign for his village, taking visitors to the carob tree to illustrate the housing shortage. A sign near the tree marks the stone circle as the village council's meeting place _ even though, on rainy days, the six council members meet in the clinic or the kindergarten.

 

Last month, Sadiq rolled his wheelchair to the stone circle to brief U.N. researchers. He told the group that permit requests were repeatedly turned down, and that he had no choice to build service centers illegally.

 

"We can sit under a carob tree, but students can't study under a carob tree, nor can patients be treated under a carob tree," he said.


© 2008 The Associated Press

  



************End Article from Atlanta Journal-Constitution*****************************
 
Thank you,

The Staff of the Palestine Media Project
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